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DEDICATION

TO THE

EDITORS or rae MORNING CHRONICLE.

GENTLEMEN,

AS it was a paragraph in your

Paper that gave birth to the following

Tranflation, to you I beg leave to in-

| ! fcribe 1t; firmly hoping that you will

take the baby under your proteétion,

and defend him from the dirt and

: brick-bats with which little idle critics

may be inclined to pelt him when he
fhall appear abroad.

1‘ ] am, GENTLEMEN,
| One of your conftant Readers,

And none of your leaft Admirers,

i THE AUTHOR.
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WAS 1o well pleafed with a curious Re-

cipe for tranflating Homer, which lately
appeared in a refpeétable newipaper, that I
immediately relolved on trying whether I
could give a new Englifh verfion of that
immortal Bard, according to its prefcriptions.
I know that fome efforts of this nature have
been already made; but they have not, I
think, been altogether fuccefsful; for neither
Mr. M¢Pherfon’s profe tranflation, nor Mr,
Cowper’s verle tranflation, comes up to the
ftandard there ereéted.

The verfion which I offer is much more
literal, and confequently more faithful, than
any that has yet appeared in any modern
- language ; nay, it is as literal as the Latin
one, which commonly accompanies the ori-
ginal, and yet confiderably more per{picuous;
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although the latter i1s confined to no {ort
of metrical arrangement: whereas, in mine,
I have ftrictly adhered to the rules of Eng-
lith verfification j at leaft, have not indulged
any deviations from them which are not
authorifed by poets of the firft repute. The
reader 1s only defired to obferve, that when he
occafionally meets with a line which has a
{fyllable or two beyond or below the ufual
number, the former 1s a lawtul Abypermeter,
and the latter a lawful caraleétic. The em-
phatic accent is alfo {fometimes mifplaced by
a modern poetical licenfe; and hiatufes are
frequently admitted in imitation of the Greek.

Blank verfe I have preferred for two rea-
fons: firft, becaufe my great original 1s in
blank verfe; and, fecondly, becauie I find it
much eafier to make blank verfe than
rhyme—not to mention, as has been often
done by others, that it affords a much greater
variety of paufation, and, hence, of harmony.
The fyntatical arrangement may perhaps at
firft feem uncouth; but it 1s Homer’s: and
even in this I wifhed to tread in his footfteps

as nearly as poflible. For the fervile fidelity
| of
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of my tranflation, I appeal to all who can
read the original : mere Englifh readers muft
take it on our word. So fearful, indeed, have
I been of making my author fay too little or

too much, that whenever I have been obliged,
for the {ake of fenfe or meafure, to add a
few expletives, I have, in imitation of our
Bible-renderers, diftinguithed them by Italic
types: and when I have not been able to
render literally, I have fignified {o much in
the fubjoined Annotations correfponding to
the referential letters in the text.

I have yet only tranflated the firft book of
the 1liad ; but if I find that this {pecimen is
relithed by the Public, the reft fhall {peedily
follow : for I think I can with eafe caft off a
hundred lines in a forenoon. In truth, it is
hardly credible how readily the Greek of
Homer tumbles into Englifh blank verfe.
I have omitted the arguments or contents of
the Books, both becaufe they are not Ho-
mer’s, and becaufe they, in fome fort, foreftal
the pleafure of the tafteful reader, who
wifhes not to be previoufly told what are the
{pecial difhes of his bill of fare: it is the
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fight of unexpetted dainties that gratifies his
defire.

Should this endeavour to make the father
of Greek poetry fpeak literal Englifth {ucceed,
it will be a ftrong proof, either that verbal
tranflations are the beft, or that bad is the
prefent tafte. Its want of fuccefs, however,
will not prove that the prefent tafte is a good
one; 1t will only fhew that verbal tranfla-
tions are not calculated to pleafe it: but
even 1 this {fuppofition my verfion will not.
be ufelefs. For,

In the firft place, it will ferve as a c/avis or
gloflary to young Homerifts: and I flatter
myfelf that 1t will perform that grateful
office much better than might be imagined ;
as well, at leaft, as the beft Latin Ords that
has yet been devifed. The firft 100 verfes
in particular will be a key to all the reft, as
I have been careful to unite, with Ayphens,
every two, three, or more words, that are equi-
valent to but one Greek word. By this
means even girls of any capacity may, with-
out the medium of Latin, open the great
treafury of Greek poetry.

Secondly,
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Secondly, to thofe who underftand not the
original, it will give {fome idea of Homer’s
manner, gait, and complexion, and enable
them to make comparifons between him and
our modern poets.

Thirdly, it will put 1t in the power of
Mr. Pope’s admirers and non-admirers to
judge how far that fafcinating poet has done
juftice or injuftice to his prototype.

I beg leave to affure the reader, that nei-
ther Fufeli, nor any other profound critic in

Homer, has given me the {malleft affiftance.
The whole merit, or demerit, of my verfion
relts {folely with my{elf.
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HOMER’s ILIAD.
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Achulles, dire ; which myriads on the Greeks®
Of woes impos’d ; and many worthy fouls
To Hadés® prematurely-fent of heroes ;
And then a prey prepar’d to dogs, and all 5
The-rav’nous-birds : (of-Jove thus was-fulfill’d
The-will) from what #ime firftly ¢ difagreed
Striving, Atrides ¢ king of-men, and the-
Divine Achilles.—Which, now, of-the-Gods
‘Them in-the-ftrife committed to-engage ? io
Latona’s and Jove’s fon : He at-the-king |
Incens’d, a-bad difeafe f rais’d ’mong the-hoft.

i* (Perifh’d the-people!) “caufe the-prieftly Chryfes
Atrides had-difhonour’d.—He had-come
B Tos=

i
. HE wratli » fing, Goddefs ! of-the-fon-of-Peleus



To-the-fwift-fﬁiﬁﬂg (hips of-the-Achaians,
His daughter to-redeem ; bearing a rare
Redemption-price ; and having in bis hands
The-garland of-the-darting-far Apollo,
With golden {ceptre : and he-had-implor’d
Th’- Achaians all, the-fons-of- Atreus moft
The-two chief-rulers of-the-Grecian-people.
¢ Ye-fons-of- Atreus, and ye-other-a//

i5

20

“ Well-bufkin’d 8 Greeks! to-you may-give the-Gods

¢ (Olympian domes pofiefling) to-deftroy

‘¢ The-town of-Priam ; and well home to-get !
¢ But O! my-daughter dear to-me releafe,

¢¢ And the }edemption-price accept, revering
« Jove’s fon, the-darting-far Apollo.”—All
T'he-other Greeks, on-this; with-one-accord,~
Proclaim’d-their-with to-venerate the-pi‘ie{’c,
And-take the precious ranfom : but Zo #bis
The-fon-of-Atreus, Agamemnon, had-
No-willing mind ; nay, harfhly him difmifs’d,
And a-fevere command adjoin’d : ¢ Old-man !
¢“ Thee meet-1 not?, befide the-hollow {hlps,
““ Or loit’ring now, or yet in-future-time

¢ Returning ; left thee not a-whit avail

““ That {ceptre and that garland of-the-God.

““ Her will-I-not-releafe, till her old-age

““ Invadeth, at our houfe in Argos, far

““ From ber own country, the-loom plying, and
y piying
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t« Our couch adorning—mﬁy be, foaring in'tl.
¢« Go! me provoke not, fafe that thou-mayft-go.”

So faid-he.—Fear’d the old-man, and obey’d
The-mandate.—W ent-he filent by the-thore - 45
Of-the-loud-founding fea.—Much, after-that,

(Alone while walking) pray’d-he to-his-king
Apollo, whom fair-hair’d Latona Dare.

- & Hear me, O-mafter-of-the-filver-bow !

¢« Who Chryfa round-about-protecteft, and 50
¢¢ The-divine Killa ; and o’er Tenedos
¢¢ High empire-holdeft ; rat-deftroyer®! if
¢« To-thee I ever have a-gracious fane
«« Adorn’d ; or €’er to-thee the-fat-fat thighs
¢« Have-burn’d of-bulls and goats ; me grant this

wifh : 55
¢¢ Iet, on-the-Greeks, thine arrows ’venge my tears. !’
So faid-he, praying—and him heard Apollo.

Down-came-he from Olympus’ top; his heart
Imbil’d m, a-bow-upon-Ais-fhoulders having,
And an-all-round-about-clofe-cover’d quiver. 6o
Sounded the-arrows on Ais fhoulders, as-
In-ire he-mov’d. Refembling Night ", he-came.
‘T'hen, fitting at-fome-diftance from-the-thips,
A-dart he-fped ; and dreadful was the clang
Of-the-argentine bow. The-mules he, firft, 65
Invaded, and the-dogs {wift-foozed ; but, eftfoons,
Againft-the-men-themfelves a-deadly fbaft
He-took and flang.—And aye ° the-funeral-pyles
Ba - Buin'd
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Burn’d thick-and-thick. Nine-days, indeed, throughaut

The-army flew the-arrows of-the-God. | 70

But on-the tenth, a-council of-the-people |
Convok’d Achilles.—In-%is mind this put
The-white-arm’d Goddefs, Juno ; anxious for-
The-Greeks ; becaufe faf’c-dying them fhe-{faw.

They in-affembly be’ng-convened-together, "8
Uprifing, thus {poke {wift-of - foot Achilles :

““ O-fon-of-Atreus ! that we-muft, 7ight-now

“ Remeafure-back oxr wand’ring-fteps, I think ;

¢ If death we-would-efcape : fince war, at-once,

‘¢ And peftilence opprefs the-Greeks.—But, come! 8o
*¢ Some prophet let-us-yez-confiilt, or prieft,

““ Or dream-monger, (for dreams® ev’n are from Jove)
““ Who may-declare, why fo incens’d-is Pheebus

“ Apollo ? whether for-negle@-of-vows

it With—guilt-lw-charge us, or of-hecatombs ? 85
““ Perhaps, with-the-fweet-favour of-our-lambs

““ And goats unblemifh’d fatisfied, he-may-

““ Be-pleas’d from-us the peftilence to-drive,”

Thus faying, down-he-fat.—And then uprofe
An-augur, of-all augurs far the-beft, Qe
Kalchas the-fon- of-Theftor—he-who knew
The prefent, and the future, and the paft
And had-condu&ted for-the-Greeks their-{hips
To Ilion, through his {kill 1n-divination,

Which him beftow’d-on-had Phaebiis Apollo. 05
He, them well-withing, thus harangu’d, and faid :
¢ Achilles,
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¢ Achilles, dear to-Jove ! me thou-command’ft
¢« T’.explain the-wrath of-the-far-darting king
« Apollo. This I'll-do *: but, thou, agree,
«« And to me {wear, me, {ureand readily,
¢« With-words and hands to-fuccour ; for indeed 106
¢ I-think a-man will-angry-be, who-holds
“ A high command o'er-all the-Greeks; and whom
¢ The-Greeks obey. Great-’vantage-has a-king,
¢« When he-is-wroth with-an-inferior : for |
‘¢ Although bis wrath for-that-fame-day he-may- 1035
<« Supprefs ; yet, ftill, he in his brealt retains
«“ Th’-invet’rate-ire, till iz he-can-fulfil :
- ¢ But, thou, fay-plainly, if me thou-wilt-fave r ?”
* Him anfwering, faid the {wift-of-foot Achulles :
“ With confidence {peak of the divine will 110
¢« Whate’er thou know’ft. For by Apollo’s felf,
““ By Jove beloved ; (towhom, O Kalchas! thou
¢ Preferring vows, expoundeft to the Greeks
¢ The Oracles of heav’n) none, me alive,
‘“ And on the earth enjoying fight, on thee, 114
‘ Befide the fhips, 4is heavy hands fhall lay,
« Of all the Greeks ; nay not if thou fhouldft name
“ Ev'n Agamemnon ; who, in all the hoft,
‘ By far the greateft wifhes to be deem’d.”
Then courage took, and {poke, the blamelefs
{eer : J20
¢ Neither for vow neglefied, doth he charge
« With guilt, nor yet negles7ed hecatombs :
B3 ¢ But
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But on his prieft’s account, whom Agamemnon
Difthonour’d, and would not releafe his daughter,
Nor take for ber the rare redemption-price. 125
On this account has the far-darting God |

Sent woes-and yet will fend : nor fooner from

The plague his heavy hands fhall he withhold,

Than to her father dear be giv’n again

The black-eyed girl, unpurchas’d, unredeem’d : 130
And there be brought a facred hetacomb

To Chryfes—Then, him may we pacify."-

Thus having {poken, down he fat. Uprofe

Th’ heroic fon of Atreus, Agamemnon

(Of wide domain) indignant ; with black wrath 13§
His foul replete ; hiseyes like flathing fire. |
Fe Kalchas, firft, deep frowning, thus addrefs’d :
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Prophet of ills! to me a grateful thing

Thou née’er haft {poken : ever to thy {oul

[t is a pleafant tatk to augur evil, 140

But never a good faying haft thou faid,

Nor brought about—Now to the Greeks thou tell’it,

Oraculizing, that onthem #hefe woes | |

The Darting-far infliGteth ; ’caufe, forfooth,

Of Chryfes’ girl the rare redemption-price 145

[ would not take ; for that I better ik’d

Herfelf at home to have : for I prefer

Her ev’n to Klytemneftra (tho’ this was

The virgin-partner of my bed) for fhe

Is nought inferior ; in her body’s form, 150
¢ Her

]-a.
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«« Her difpofition, mind, acquirements too.,
Y et notwithftanding, ser 1 will reftore
« (If that be beft :) I with the people fafe
«« Tobe, and notto perith : but tome
« A premium ftraight prepare that not alone 189
¢« OF all the Greeks unrecompens’d 1 be;
« Since that were not becoming :—and ye all
«« See this, that my reward elfewhither goes.”
Him anfwer’d, then, the ftrong-of-foot, divine
Achilles : < Son of Atreus! the moft proud 160

“« 4nd the moft covetous of all mankind,
« How, whence, to thee fhall the high-minded Greeks

« A premium give? Not much of common f{tores

¢¢ We know remaining. For the {poils of towns

¢« Have been diftributed.—Nor is it fit, 165

¢ That thefe the people recollect anew :

<« Do thou but her, now, to the God refign ;

“ And we, the Greeks, a recompenfe will give,

¢« Threefold, or fourfold ; if Jove haply grant

« Thetown of Troy-well-wall’d to overthrow.” 170
Him anfw’ring, {poke the kingly Agamemnon : g

¢« Not fo (though brave thou be, godlike Achilles!)

« Deceive thyfelf; for not fhalt thou {ucceed,

« Nor me perfuade. Would®t thou, thyfelf fhould

have |
« A recompenfe ; while tamely I fit down T TIRyS
«« Depriv’d of mine ? Thou bid(t me her reftore !

« Yes; if a recompenfe the gen'rous Greeks
B 4 ¢« Will
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¢« Will give,agreeable to my defire,
““ (As {uiting 1s)—But if they give not one, :
¢« I will, myfelf, moft certainly, one take, 18a |
““ Thy prize, or that of Ajax, or Ulyfles, )
" Coming, I'll feize and carry off': while he,

““ Towhom I come, fhall vainly boil with ire.

““ Butthis be argued at another time.

““ Atprefent, come! a fable fhip launch we 183
“ Into the {ea divine, and rowers fit

“ Select we for the nonce : and in the fhip

““ An hecatomb ftow we ; and likewife her,

“¢ Chryfeis the fair-cheek’d, put we aboard.

¢“ Let alfo one, fome counfel-bearing chief, 196
““ Be fent, as Telamonian Ajax, or

““ Idomeneus, or the divine Ulyffes,

““ Or thou, Pelides ! of all men the moft

" Tremendous ; that to us the Darting-far

“ Propitious thou mayft render, facrificing.” 103
Him then, with furly look, addrefs’d the fwift- |

Ot-foot Achilles: ¢ Ah! with impudence

“ O'ermantled ! Wolf-and-lion-hearted ! How

“.Can any of the Greeks thy words obey

With promptitude ; whether on ambufcade 200

To go, or bravely with the braves to fight.

I, {urely, not on the account of the

Spear-bearing Trojans hither came to fight ;

““ Since not to me are they obnoxious : for

““ They neyer drove my oxen nor my fteeds ; 205

% INOY
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¢ Nor e’er, in Phthia’s hero-nurfing glebe,
« The product injur’d: for there lie between
¢« Full many a fhadowy mountain, and the {ea
«« Sonorous—T hee, moft impudent ! we follow'd
¢« With one accord ; that joyful thou mightit be. 210
¢« Vengeance we came to take upon the Trojans
¢« For Menelaus, and for thee, Dog-fac’d !
¢¢ We, whom thou neither heed’ft, nor yet regard’ {t.—
« And now my recompenfe to {natch away
« Thyfelf thou threaten’ft, which 1 dearly earn’d, 215
¢« And which the fons of the Achaians® gave,
«« Never, indeed, with thee an equal prize
«« Have I, whatever time th’ Achaians fack
¢«« A Trojan well-inhabitated town.
«« And yet the bulk of the impetuous war 220
<« My hands uphold : but when partition comes,
«« To thee a prize far greater is affign’d.
< T but a little dainty pittance claim,
« And carry to my fhips !—But now I hie
<«« To Phthia; far much better home to go 228
<« With high-prow’d veflels.—Nor art thou, 1 ween,
¢« Since here I am difhonour’d, like to gain
«« Exhauftlefs ftores of booty and of wealth.”
To him thus Agamemnon, king of men,
Replied : ¢ Fly quickly, if thou haft a mind : 230
«« Nor 1 thee beg on my account to {tay.
¢« With me are others, who well me refpect ;

<« But moft of all she providence of Jove.
11 To
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¢ To me moft hateful art thou of the kings

¢ Cherifb’d by Jupiter, for aye to thee 235
¢¢ Debate 1s dear, and war and battles.—Haft |
¢¢ Thou valour great? A god thee furely gave ’t.

“ Home {peeding, with thy fhips and thine aflociates,
¢ Thy myrmidons command. I heed thee not,

¢“ Nor care I for thine ire.—But thus I threat thee ; 240
¢ Since me depriveth of the fair Chryfeis

“ Phocbus Apollo, her I will remit

“ In my own fhip, and with my proper crew ®.

¢ But, coming tothy very tent, I'll {eize

““ Thy prize, Brifeis the fair-cheek’d ; that thou 245
¢ May know full well, how much thy better I :

¢¢ And that the reft may benceforth dread, nor dare

¢ To equal or compare themfelves with me.”

So {pake he.—Pining-ache Pelides felt ;

And, in his fhaggy breaft, his doubting heart 250,
Deliberated, whether from his thigh

Unfheathing his tharp blade and fhoving by

The reft, Atrides he fhould flay ? or if

His 1re he fhould fupprefs and {pirit quell ?

While this he in his mind and foul refolv’d, 2535
And had already from the {cabbard drawn | '
His mighty {word, from heav’n Athena ¥ came,

Sent by the white-arm’d Juno, who them both
ILov’d from her {foul, and held them in her care.
She (Athena) ftood behind, and by his yellow
hair | | 260
Took




( 1 )

Took Peleus’ fon ; to him alone reveal'd :

For none of all the others ber beheld.

Bombaz’d ¥, Achilles turn’d about, and knew

Pallas- Athena, (for terrific {hone

Her eyes) and to her thefe wing’d words* addrefs’d : 26 4

¢« Why hither, of the goat-hide-fhielded ¥ Jove

¢ Born, comeft thou ? Is it to behold th’ affront

«« Of Agamemnon fon of Atreus ?—Well !

¢« To thee I fay (what muft accomplifh’d be,

¢¢ 1 think) his haughtinefs will {oon or late 270

¢¢ Be his perdition %.”—Thus to him replied

The Goddefs with cerulean eyes, Athena :

¢¢ T come to footh thine ire (if thow’lt be footh’d)

¢¢ From heav’n. Me fent the fair-arm’d Juno, who

¢¢ You both fincerely loves, and has a care of. 2498

¢« Come! then, give over ftrife ; nor {word out-draw

« With hand : yet fure, with words thou him mayft

“ {cold

e As fhall be fuitable. ForI predi& ‘

¢«¢ (What fhall accomplifh’d be) that fometime yet,

«¢ To thee three times as many {plendid gifts 280

¢¢ Shall be affign’d, for this affront : be quiet,

<¢  And us * obey.”—Her, an{wering, thus addrefs’d

The {wift-of-foot Achilles : ¢¢ It becomes

«« Me, Goddefs, your joint mandate to obferve,

‘¢ Though much at foul ygriev’d: fince better
{o. 285

<« Forhim, who to the Gods obedient is,

«« The




L% )

¢¢ The readier they will hear.”—He faid, while on
The filver hilt he laid his heavy hand,

And into fheath repell’d the mighty {word ;

Nor difobey’d the mandate of Athena. 290

She to Olympus mounted, to the domes

Of goat-hide-fhiclded Jove ; ’mong ather Demons?®,
But.Peleus’ fon with contumelious words

Atrides banter’d ; nor as yet gave up

His wrath ; ¢ Winebibber (faid he) with dog’s eyes 295

¢

¢c
(44
¢c
cc
(44
13
&€
1
¢¢
¢
5
(44
(44
€<

&<

.”

&6

And heare of deer | Thy foul yet never dar’d

Or, for the battle, with the reft ¢ to arm ; -

Or into ambufh go with other chiefs

Of the Achaians : that, to thee like death

Would feem to be.—Much fafer, fure, it is, 300
Throughout th’ extenfive army of the Greeks,

Gifts to extort, from all who contradi& thee.
People-devouring king ! Were it not that

A vile ignoble race thou reignefl o’er,

This would, Atrides, be thy laft affront. 305
But to thee I declare, and a great oath

I {fwear; ev’n by this {ceptre, which no more

Shall leaves or branches bear (fince when it firft

The parent ftock upon the mountains left)

Nor blofloms germinate anew : fince fteel 310

Hath {poil’d both leaves and bark—And now the
Greeks

Who deal out juftice and who legiflation
Derive from Jove, it carry in their hands 9, -
€¢ (To
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¢ (To thee can there be made a greater oath ?)
““ Yes ! yet Achilles fhall be mifs’d by all 318
¢« The fonsof Greece ; whom thou, howe’er fo vex’d,
<« 'Wilt not be able to relieve ; when they
¢ In heaps by Hettor, flaughterer-of-men,
« Shall, dying fall : whilft thou thy foul fhalt fret,
“ And fry with fury.—And all this, becaufe 320
“ The braveft of the Greeks thou haft difgrac’d.”
So {pake Pelides, and the fceptre threw
Upon the ground—a gold-béf udded feeptre.
Then down he fat himfelf,—On t’other fide
The fon of Atreus ftill retain’d his ire, 225
But Neftor now, {fweet-worded Neftor rofe
(The Pylians’ fhrewd haranguer) from whofe tongue
Than honey fweeter flow’d the fuafive-fpeech .
Two generations of thort-fighted f men,
Who had been educated and brought up 330
With him, in Pylos, he already had
Seen pafs; and, now, among the third was king.
He, them well-wifhing, {peechified, and faid :
“ O Gods ! great {urely the difafter 7s
““ Which on the Greeks £ has falln—right truly
Py 335
““ Priam and Priam’s fons exult ; and 2/
““ The other Trojans be full glad in heart ;
““ When they fhall learn, that ye two thus contend,
Who, or in counfel, or in fight, precel
“ The Greeks !—But be perfuaded : ye are both 340
‘* Younger

44
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¢ Younger than I : and I have, erft, with men,
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Far your {uperiors, converfation held ;

And yet they never once made light of me ¢

Such men I never {aw, nor never fhall,

As were Pirithous, and the thepherd of 345
His people Dryas, Caeneus, and Exadius,

And Polyphemus equal to a God ;

And Thefeus, fon of Ageus, like th’ immortals :
The braveft, {ure, of earthly men were thefe !

The braveft were th;g:y!and the braveft foes 350
They combated, wild mountain-monfters®, whom
With havoc horrible they did deftroy.

And yet with thofe I converfation held,

From Pylos coming, a far diftant land ;

By them 1nvited : and I alfo fought 385
According to my might : for them no man

(Of all who mortal now are on the earth)

Could in the combat equal.—Yet my rede

They heard, and were obedient to my word.
Obedient, then be ye; forto obey 360
Is beft.—Great asthou art, thou muft not rob

Him of his girl ; but let him keep the prize

Which firft was giv’n him, by the fons of Greece.
Nor mulft thou, {fon of Peleus! thus contend

With kingly power.  For never to the lot 365
Of [ceptre-bearing chief fuch honour fell,

As that which Jupiter has giv’n to him.

It thou be braver, and moreover have

1 «« A God-
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« A Goddefs for thy mother; yetis he
«« More pow’rful; fince o’er many more he reigns; 370
“ Do, then, Atrides, calm thine ire ; while 1
«« Will coax Achilles to give up his wrath :
«« Achilles, who to all the Achaians 1S
« The greateft bulwark, in this lucklefs war.”
To him king Agamemnon thus replied : 37§
¢ All this, Old-boy ! full juftly haft thou faid
«¢ But that man, there, Achilles, {ecks to be
«« Lord paramount ofall the other Greeks ;
« All to command and over all to reign :
«« A power he never (hall obtain, I think, 385
« If him a warrior the eternal gods
«« Have made; have alfo they, on that account,
¢« Given him a licenfe to retail abufe ”
Him interrupting, an{wer’d the Divine
Achilles : ¢ Surea timid and a good- 3835
«« For-nothing-fellow might I well be call’d,
« If Ito thee fhould yield in ev’ry thing
“« Thou fay’ft: to others fuch commands enjoin,
« But dictate not to me; for ne’er will I,
« | think, obey thee. Yet another word 390
«« To thee Ifay; do thou it in thy mind
«« Depofite : for the girl I will not fight
¢« *Gainft thee or any other ; fince ye take
«« What es/# ye gave : but of all other things
«« Which me belong to, at my {able thips, 395
“ Not aught (halt thou, receiving, take away, ~
¢ Without
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*“ Without my leave. Elfe, come! and make a frial,
““ That thefe may witnefs, whether thy black blood
‘“ Shall, inftantaneous, ftream along my lancek.”
Thus having both, in contradi&ious terms, 400
Contended, up they rofe, and broke the couneil,
Befide th’ Achaian fleet—=Pelides then
To his own tents and equal ! veflels hied,
With good Patroclus and his othber friends.
Atrides, now, a fhip, fwift-failing, launch’d 405
Into the {ea, and twenty rowers chofe
To man her: in ber bold an hecatomb m
He to the God (Apollo) placed : and then
Chryfeis the fair-cheek’d he led aboard ;
And wife Ulyfles went along as chief. 410
While thefe, embark’d, plied through the wat’ry ways,
Atrides bade be purified the people :
So purified they were; and in the fea
The ordures threw they. Then they facrific’d
To king Apollo blamelefs hecatombs 415
Of bulls and goats, befide the /andy thore
Of the unfruitful fea.—The favour fweet
To heav’n afcended, wrapt in wreaths of fmoke.
Thus they were occupied throughout the camp :
Yet had not Agamemnon ftemm’d his ire, 430
Which on Achilles he had vow’d to wreck :

But to Talthybius and Eurybates
(Who were his heralds and his trufty knaves )

Thisorder gave : “ Go to Pelides’ tent,
“ And
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“ And laying hold on the fair-cheek’d Brifeis, 424
“ Bring ber away : but fhould he her deny
¢ Mpyfelf will take her, coming with an hoft ;
¢ Which yet more horrible to him will be.”
So faying, he difmifs’d them: harfh the charge
He had enjoin’d! They both unwilling went 430
Along the fhore of the unfruitful fea ;
And at the Myrmidonian tents and thips
Arriv’d.  Achilles, near his tent and bark,
They fitting found : -and when he them perceiv’d,
No pleafant look he wore. They trembling ftood 43¢
Aback, in rev’rence to the king ; nor dared
A word to utter, or a queftion put
To him.—But he full well their errand knew,
And faid: ¢ Hail heralds ! meffengers of Jove,
‘““ And eke® of men! draw nearer; for notye 440
““ To me obnoxious are; but Agamemnon,
““ Who on account of Mifs Brifeis fent you. _*
“ Well, go, divine Patroclus, and bring forth
““ The girl and to them give ker, to condué.
““ But be yourfelves my witneffes, before 445
‘““ The blefled Gods, ’fore mortal men, and ’fore
“ I'hat king illaudible ; if ¢’er again
“ There fhould be need of me, to drive away
¢ The noxious peft from others ? | Sure the man
‘““ With a diftemper’d mind is mad ; nor knows 450
““ Byretrofpect or forefight to divine,
‘““ How, at the thips, the Greeks may fafely fight.”

e So
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So faid he—And Patroclus fraight obey’d

His dear companion : and forth from the tent
He brought Brifeis, the fair-cheek’d ; and gave 453
Her to be led away.~They to the fhips
Of Greece return : but with unwilling mind
With them the woman went. Achilles now
Weeping and vext ¢ from his affociates fat
A part, befide the fhore of the grey fea, 46
And gazing on the gloomy * deep, he much
His mother dear beiought with arms outftretch’d :
¢ O mother! fince me thou haft borne to be
« A fhort-liv’d mortal, {ure Olympian Jove
¢« The mighty thund’rer fhould on me confer 4635
¢ Some honour : yet not ev’n the fmalleft {hare
¢« Hath he conferr’d.—Nay, me the fon of Atreus,
«« Wide-reigning Agamemnon, has difgrac’d ;
<< For he my prize hath violently feiz’d *.”
So {pake he, in a flood of tears :—him heard 47@
His venerable mother, as fhe fat,
Befide her aged father, in the deeps
Of the falt-fea: ftraight, from the hoary main
Up {prung fhe, like a little cloud, and down
She fat by him, who wept: then with ber hand 475

She ftrok’d him; fpoke; and thus, by name, ad-
drefs’d:

‘“ O Son! why crieft thou? And what grief thy foul
«« Invades? Speak out; nor in thy mind conceal
“ The latent caufe ; that we may know it, both.”

Then
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Then her, deep-fighing, thus addrefs’d the fwift- 480
Of-foot Achilles : «“ Ab! full well thou know’ft.
¢« Why fhould I all, to thee that’s known, relate ?
¢« We came to Thebes, Eetion’s facred town :
« And 1t we fack’d, and hither all zbe fpoils |
““ We brought ; and thefe well thared among them-

felves 4385

‘“ The fons of Greece. To Atreus’ fon they gave
“ Chryf{cis the fair-cheek’d. But after that,
‘¢ Chryfes the prieft of darting-far Apollo
‘¢ Came to the fleet of the brafs-breaft-arm’d Greeks,
¢ His daughter to redeem, bearing a rare 490
‘¢ Redemption-price, and having in his hand
““ The garland of the darting-far Apollo,
““ With golden fceptre ; and he much implor’d
‘“ Th’ Achaians all, the fons of Atreus moft,
‘“ The people’s two chief rulers. Th’ other Greeks 495
“ Proclaim’d their wifh to venerate the prieft,
““ And take the precious ranfom: but to this
‘¢ 'The fon of Atreus, Agamemnon, had
““ No willing mind : nay, he the man difmifs’d
‘“ Harlhly, and a fevere command adjoin’d. 5§00
““ Enrag’d, th’ old man return’d : and as he pray’d,
““ Apollo heard him (for exceeding dear
““ Tohim he was), and fent among the Greeks
““ A baneful fhaft : and, now the people died

““ In heaps ; for fped the arrows of the God 505
C.pn «“ Through
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¢ Through all the wide Achaian camp—Well, then,
<« A deep-inftru&ed feerto us explain’d

¢« The oracles of the far-darting God.
< StraightI, the firft, advis’d them to appeafe
<« Th offended Deity—DBut anger feiz’d 10
¢« The fon of Atreus : inftantly he rofe,
¢« And made a threat’ning, which hath been fulfill’d.
¢« The girlt, indeed, ina {wift-failing fhip
¢ The black-brow’d Grecians have to Chryfes fent,
<« With prefents to the king, Apollo: but §I5
¢« That girl, Brifeis, whom to me had giv’'n
«« The fons of Greece, juft now from mine own tent
¢ Heralds have led away—But, if thou cantt,
«¢ Do thou protet thy fon. Hie to Olympus,
«« And Jove befeech : if e’er the heartof Jove 520
¢ By word thou haft delighted, or by deed !
¢« For often in my father’s palace, 1
¢ Have heard thee, glorying, fay, that thou alone
¢« Ofall th’ immortals, from fky-black’ning Jove
¢« Averted’ft dire mifchance, whenhim to bind 525
¢« Some others of th’ Olympians had refolv’d ;
¢¢ Juno and Neptune and Athena Pallas ® :
¢« But thou, O Goddefs, coming to bis aid
¢« From bonds him refcued, calling to Olympus
¢«¢ The hundred-handed Giant, whom the Gods 530
«¢ PBriareus name, but men Egéon call
¢ (For twice more doughty than his fire is he) :
«« Who,
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¢« Who, joying in the honour, fat by Jove.
¢« TIim dreaded the confpiring Gods; nor bound -
< Their Chief.—All this recalling to his mindy, " 535
¢« Kneel down, and grafp his knees: pray, he vouchfafe
¢¢ To aid the Trojans, and the routed Greeks
¢« Back to their fhip-fterns and the fea to drive ;
¢¢ Thatall may have full joy ¥ of fuch a king:
¢« And that the great imperial Agamemnon 540
‘¢ May learn, at length, to know his lofs : fince he
¢ The braveft of the Greeks has nought efteemed.”
To him thus Thetis, bath’d in tears, replied :
«« Ah me! my Son, why in an evil hour - =
¢ Brought I thee forth and nourifh’d r—\Would the
¢« Gods, | §45
¢« Thou mighteft tearlefs and unwrong’d remain
<« Befide thy fhips, fince fate to thee afligns
« So fhort, fo fmall a{pace: whereas at once
«« Thy doom is a fhort life, and bitter too,
¢« Above all others : to fuch evil fate §50
¢« Have I thee borne—even in a palace !
¢« This whole affair, to fulminating Jove
¢¢ To tell, to fnow-beclad Olympus I
¢« Myfelf will go: perhaps, may him perfuade.
‘¢ Meanwhile do thou, remaining by the f(hips 555
«« Swift-failing, keep thine ire againft the Greeks,
¢«« And wholly from the war abftain,.—Laft day,
«« Jove went, beyond the ocean ¥, to a fealt

<« Among the blamelefs Ethiopians; and
C 3 “ Him
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¢ Him followed all the Gods together : but 560
<« On the twelfth day he to Olympus will
¢«. Return—and, after that, for thee, I go

«« To Jove’s brafs-pillar’d dome ; and will his knees
¢¢ Embrace ¢ and him, I truft, I fhall perfuade.”
Thus having {poken, off fhe went ; but him ' 565
Left angry at his heart, on the account |
Of the well-belted * maid; whom they, againft
His will, had forc’d away—But, now, arriv’d
At Chryfa wife Ulyfles, with bis crew,
Bringing the facred hecatomb : who, when 570
The haven deep they enter’d, furl’d the fails,
And ftow’d them 1n the fable thip : the maft
(The ropes relaxing) alfo on its reft
They {peedily adjufted ; and, the bark
Into the harbour forcing with their oars, 57%
Qut-threw the anchors, and the veflfel moor’d.
Then, they themfelves debarked on the pier,
And to Apollo, the far-darting God,
The hecatomb brought out : Chrifeis laft
Went from aboard the fea-pervading fhip. 580
Her then up to the altar leading, the
Moft wife Ulyfles gave her to the arms
Of her dear father ; whom he thus addrefs’d :
““ O Chryfes! Agamemnon, king of men,
¢¢ Me hath difpatch’d, 7by child to thee to bring ; 583
¢ And, for'the Greeks, a facred hecatomb
¢ To offer to Apollo; that we may
““ Appeafe
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« Appeafe the king, who on the Argives, now,
¢« Deep-figh-provoking miferies inflicts.”

So faying, in his hands he put Chrifeis. 590
He, joyous, took his child /o dear ; while they,
Straight, to the God the noble hecatomb
In order ’bout the well-built altar plac’d.

Then, with wafh’d hands, the drine-befprinkled meal
They took ; while Chryfes, lifting up his hands, 595
With very great devotion for them pray’d :

<« Hear me, O mafter of the filver bow,

¢« Who Chryfa round-about-protecteft, and

<¢ The divine Killa; and o’er Tenedos

«« High empire holdeft : as thou erft my pray’r  6oo
¢¢ Heardeft, and honour’d’ft me ; but hurted’{ft much
¢« Th’ Achaian people ; fo again, hkewife,

¢¢  Accomplifh this my wifh, and from the Greeks

¢« This inconvenient peftilence remove.”

So faid he, praying ; and him heard Apollo. 605
But when the pray’r was o’er, and they had thrown
The brine-befprinkled meal upon tbe vitiims ;
Thefe, firlt withdrawn, they {laughter’d and they flay’d:
The thighs then cut they off, and in the caul
Envelop’d twice ; and cutlets-crude they laid 610
On them.—The whole, upon the {plitted wood,
Burn’d the old prieft; and o’er them the red wine
Pour’d out; while youths, befide him, in their hand
Held five-prong’d-forks, to aid bim in bis charge?.

But when the thighs were burn’d, and they the guts

& 4 Had
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Had tafted ; then the other parts they cut- 616
In-fmaller-pieces 3 which about the {pits
They fix’d, and roafted dext’roufly ; then drew
Them all from off the [pits.—But when they had
Ceas’d from their labour, and the feaft prepar’d, 620
They feafted : nor did any foul, zbere, lack
Diet * enough. So when of drink and meat
No more defire they had, boys crown’d the bowls
With wine ; which ’ginning at a fide, to all
They dealt in brimmers : while th> Achaian youths, 625
All day, with melody the God appeas’d ;
A grateful pzan finging to the praife .
Of the far-darting pow’r, who in his heart,
Hearing, was glad.—But when the fun went-down,
And up the twilight came ; then, foundly, flept = 630
They in the ftern-hold of the thip :—But, when
The air-begotten rofy-finger’d dawn
Appear’d, tow’rd the wide camp of the Achaians
Again they turn’d : to them a fav’ring breeze
Apollo, the far-darting, fent ; and they - 635
The maft ereted, and the {ails {o white
Unfurl’d : and foox the wind inflated full
The belly of the fail : and as the fhip
Scudded along, around ber ploughing keel
Sounded the purple furge ; while o’er the wave 640
She rode, faft prefling through the was’ry track.

But after they arriv’d at the wide camp
Of the Achaians, #ben to land they drew

The
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The fable thip o’er the high-rifing fand ;
“And, underneath, with long fupporters ftay’d - 645
Then, ’mong their tents and thips, themfelves difpers’d.
But he—the God-like fon of Peleus (fwift- '
Of-foot Achilles) ftill retain’d his ire,
Station’d befide his fpeedy-failing thips :
Nor, ever, in the council now is feen, 6z0
Nor, ever, in the battle : but he frets-
To-fritters his dear heart, remaining there :—
Tho’ noify war were #// his foremoft wifh !
But when already the twelfth dawning day
Had come ; and to-Olympus all the Gods 65
Eternal had return’d; Jove at their head -
Then Thetis, not forgetful of her fon’s
Commiffion, but emerging from the main,
At early morn, up through high-heav’n fhe bounc’d
Unto Olympus, where all-feeing Jove | 660
She found, apart from others fitting, on
The higheft top of many-topt Olympus.
And down fhe kneel’d before him, and embrac’d
His knees with her left hand ; and with the right
Him taking by the beard, fhe fuppliant thus 665
Addrefs’d the regal fon of Saturn, Jove :
“ O father Jove! (if e’er by word or deed
““ I’'mong th’ Immortals did-thee-a-good-turn)
““ Do honour to my foh, who is bedoom’d
““ 'T'o be of all mankind the thorteft-lived. 670

““ Yethim, ev’n now, the kingly Agamemnon
““ Difhonour’d
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¢ Difhonour’d hath : for he hath fnatch’d away
<« And fill retains bis prize : but Oh! do thou,
<« Thyfelf, him honour, wife Olympian Jove !”
<« Superior valour to the Trojans grant, 67 5
¢« Until my fon the Greeks again be fain
¢« To honour—nay, new honours on him heap.”
So faid the : but her anfwer’d not again
T he cloud-compelling Jove ; but filent long
Fle fat : yet Thetis, as at firft fhe grafp’d, . 63e
Still held his knees, and her requeft again
Preferr’d : ¢¢ Or grant my boon (fhe faid) or it
¢« Refufe—whatfear’ft thou ?—that I-well-may-know.
‘« How much the moft, of all zb¢ Gods, am 1,
““ (A Goddefs tho’ ) difhonour’d !”’—KHer again, 68§
Deep-fighing, anfwer’d cloud-compelling Jove.
<< A plaguy-pickle fure ! thou egg’ft me on
¢« To ftrive with Madam Juno, when fhe me
“« Provokes with words reproachful : for, among
“ Th’ immortal Gods, fhe, idly, aye with me fele
‘“ Contends ; and fays, that I in battle aid
“ The Trojans.—But do thou, now, hence depart,
¢« Left Juno {cent thee: mine fhall be the care
“« 'Thefe matters to accomplith.—So, now, come !
¢« With head tothee I’ll nod ; that thou may be - 6935
“ Convinc’d : for this, from me among th’ immortals
‘“ The greateft pledge is: ne’er to be revok’d,
““ Never-deceiving, never unfulfill’d ;

‘““ Whate’er with head I nod-to,”—Said he, and
With
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With eye-brows black annodded Saturn’s fon2: 700

And (while the locks ambrofial of the King

From his immortal head deflow’d) he fhook

Olympus.—They, thus having council held

Between them two, departed : fhe, indeed,

Thereafter leap’d into the fea profound 10§

~ From fheen Olympus; Jove to his own dome

Went : all the Gods together, from zheir {eats

Uprofe, prevenient, to their fire: for none

Durft wait his coming ; but, prevenient, all

They ftood.—Thus he upon his throne refat. 710
But him mifunderftood not Juno ; who

Had feen the confults, that with him had held

The filver-footed Thetis, daughter of

The hoary Main—Straight, in upbraiding terms,

Saturnian Jove fhe thus addrefs’d : ¢ Who now 713

<« Of all the Gods, O guileful, with thee holds

«¢ Clofe confultations ? Aye to thee 1s dear,

<« Apart from me, clandeftine things to plan

<« And predetermine ; never yet, to me

<« Haft thou, fpontaneous, deign’d to tell a word 720

¢¢ Of what is in thy mind !”—Her an{wer’d, then,

The Sire of Men, and eke #he Sire of Gods :

¢« Juno! hope not all my defigns to know :

<« (For that were difficult) although thou art

/%5

6 But

¢¢ The-partner-of-my-bed.—Whate’er 1s meet
<¢ For thee to hear, not one of all the Gods,
«¢ Much lefs of men, fhall ever fooner know.
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¢¢ But what disjunétly from the Gods I pleafe

¢ To plan, do thou not {pecially enquire

¢« About, nor fearch-for.”—Anfwer’d him again 73°
The big-eyed venerable Juno zous:

¢« Vexatious-Son-of-Saturn ! What’s the word

¢¢ That thou haft {poken?—Never much have I

<« Thee queftion’d; nor explor’d thy dark defigns :

¢« For undifturb’d thou plann’ft whate’er thouwill’ft :

« But now, upon 7y foul, I’m much afraid 736

¢¢ Left thee feduc’d-hath filver-footed Thetis,
¢« The daughter of the hoary Main.—For fhe,
« At early-morn, kneel’d down by thee and gralp’d
¢¢ Thy knees: to whom, 1 think, thou didft confent
¢<¢ Achilles for to honour ; and deftroy =~ = - 741
¢«« A multitude of Greeks: befide zbeir fhips.”
Her anfwer’d thus the cloud-compelling Jove:
e« Devild! fufpicious aye art thou; nor may
¢ | thee elude: yet nothing canft thou gain 745
«« By this; butrather to my foul be {ull
¢« More hateful : which will harder for thee be.—
« If fo that be, which thou fufpefieft, 1t
¢« To me will be agreeable.—Sit thou
¢ In filence, and obey my word ; left thee 750

¢« Not all the Gods, who 1n Olympus are,

¢« Approaching, may avail ; when on thee I
¢« ay hands unvanquifhable.”—1hus he {poke :
And big-eyed venerable Juno fear’d,

And filent fat, repreffing her dear heart. 755
Glum
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Glum were the GOdS Cﬁlﬁ‘ﬂ:ial, 1n JOVC’S hall -

When Vulcan, the famed-artift, (willing much

To {ooth his mother dear, the white-arm’d Juno)

Thus ’gan harangue them : Sure, a plaguy thing

¢« Not-to-be-borne, will this be; if ye two 760

«« Contend, on man’s account ; and ’mong the Gods

« Excite a tumult! Now no more the {weets

«« Of feafting fhall exift ; fince worfer things

<« Take place !—My mother (tho’ my mother be

«« Herfelf intelligent) I would advife 76§

« To footh dear father Jove, the beft fhe can ©:

¢ Left he again fhould chide, and fpoil our feaft.

« For ifthe Olympian thund’rer choofe tohurl

« Us from our feats, puiflance enough hath he:

<¢ Do, therefore, thou him footh with fugar’d words.”
So, fure, he faid : and, limping forward, plac’d 771

A two-ear’d cup in his dear mother’s hands,

And thus addrefs’d her : ¢ Suffer and forbear,

« My mother ! though aggriev’d; left I thee fee,

<« Dear as thou art, with mine own eyes, chaftis’d! 775

<« Nor may I, then, howe’er folicitous

Bring fuccour : for ’tis mighty hard to {trive

With Jupiter : me once before, when I

Attempted thee to fuccour, by the foot

Seizing, he from the heav’nly threfhold threw. 7380

<« All day I funk, but with the fetting fun

« | fell on Lemnos ; yet a little life

L
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¢ Remaining
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““ Remaining in me :—f{udden, as I fell,
““ Some Sintians found me and moft kindly ufed.”

So faid he: fmil’d the white-arm’d Goddefs, Juno:
And, as fhe fmil’d, from her fon’s hand receiv’d 786
The cup.—Then he to all the other Gods
Sweet nectar, from the copious beaker drawn,
Prefented with his dext’rous hand ¢ :—Enfued
Laughter unquenchable ’'mong the bleft Gods, 790
When, through the hall, they cripple Vulcan faw
So-feduloufly-act-the-butler’s-part.

Thus they, all-day, unto the fetting fun
Feafted convivial ; nor was there a foul
Who had not of the equal feaft a fhare. 795
Nor wanting was the lyre fo beauteous ; which
Apollo handled : nor the Mufes, who,

Refponfive, with {weet voice, alternate, {ung.

But when the {plendid luftre of the fun
Was fet, they went to fleep, each to his home; 800
Wheremuch-fam’d Vulcan (in-both-legs-though- Iame)
To every one a dome with {kilful art
Had rear’d.—Ev’n Jove, th’ Olympian thund’rer, went
To his:own couch (in which, whene’er {weet fleep
Seiz’d him, he wonted to repofe) and in ’t, 8og
Mounting, he flept :—and, by him, gold-thron’d Juno.

END OF BOOK I



CRITICAL ANNOTATIONS.

VER. 1. The wrath.] The Greek word denotes lafling anger;
¢+ which our Teutonic and even our Saxon anceftors had alfo a
peculiar term ; fehd, feoth ; which the Scotch and Dutch ftill retain
in their feid and weede.

VERr. 2. The Greeks.] The original has here, and elfewhere
more commonly, the Achaians. At other times they are called
Argives, and Danaians. But as thefe are equivalent to Greeks, 1
have taken the liberty to ufe them indifcriminately, according as the
meafure feemed to require.

‘VEr. 4. Hadés.] Or rather Adés, for the original word is not af-
pirated. It correfponds to the Hebrew s and the Latin Orcus:
but its etymon is uncertain.

Ver. 7. Firflly.] This is more analogical than fir/; which
nothing but tyrant fathion could authorize at all, as an adverb.

VER. 12. A bad difeafe.] We afterwards learn it was the plague
—a very bad difeafe indeed. |

Ver. 23. Well-bufkin’d.] As every foldier fhould be. Who, on
reading this, can help recolle¢ting the formidable Tarleton, drawing
on his Cordova-boots ?

VEr, 35. Meet I not.] Inftead of Let me not meet, an ordinary
but vile mode of exprefling the fubjun&ive, which no other language
acknowledges ; and which cruelly disjoints our verbs, and often
fets their limbs at a difmal diftance from one another.

VEr. 42. May be fharing in’t.] This is only a different verfion
of the preceding hemiftich, which is thought to conceal a double
entendre. 'That Chryfeis did fhare in Agamemnon’s bed at Troy,
we may conclude from v. 145, &c.: but whether at Argos, in the
life-time of Clytemneftra, he durft have permitted his favourite girl

le
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to do any more than adorn his couch, I leave to our modern Greeks
to determine,

VEer. 52. Rat-deflroyer.] In Greek Smintheus. He was {o fur-
named by the Phrygians for having deftroyed a multitude of rats,
that infefted their fields.

VER, §6. Let on the Greeks.] It is not always poffible to render
even Homer literally.  The original of this line runs thus : May the
Danaians repay my tears by thine arrows. But the meaning is plain.

VER. 59, Jmbiled.] 1 know not if this word be in any of our
dictionaries ; but I think it is a very good one ; and if poets are
not allowed to coin new terms, who are ?

VER. 62. Refembling night.] That is, the plague began with
uncommon darknefs in the air. For the whole is nothing but an
allegory.

VER. 64 and 65. And dreadful was the clang of the argentine
bow.] Every tranflator of Homer has endeavoured, tho’ in vain,
to reprefent in fome fort the found of the original deiné de klanghé
ghenet’ argyrioio bioio—~Our laft renderer, Mr. Cowper, has given us
this fingular line, as he juftly terms it : Clang’d the cord, dread-found-
ing, boundmg on the filver bow. Now there is neither Jounding nor
bounding, nor even cord in the original, which I have moft faithfully

tranf{lated. 'Whether my tranflation clang as well as Mr, Cowper’s,
let the reader judge. Pope paraphrafed thus:

He twang’d his deadly bow,
And hifling flew the feather’d fates below.

But in Homer there is neither deadly, yor biffing, nor flying, nor
feather’d fates !

VERr. G7. Aye.] T have preferred this old word to its modern
fubftitute ; becaufe it is in reality a better word ; and moreover the

very Greek word itfelf—ip/iffima ase. ,

VERr. 82. Dreams.] 'There is but one dream in the Greek : but
it 1s well known, that in mo{l_lgngulages there are fingular nouns
which exprefs plurality. I need hardly add, that the verb are is alfo

11k
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e the fingular. Nor fhall I in future attend to fuch nmunk.
tie.
Ver. 9g. This ' do.] Laterally, This I'll fay.
VEr. 108.] Henceforward, I have not hyphened the component
parts of the verfion of fingle Greek words : the acute reader will,
by this time, be able to do it for himfelf.

Vir. 201. With the brave.] Literally, awith men, Dut the
Greck word amp often denotes a brave man.

Vir. 216, The fons of the Achaians.] A mere Heleni{m, for
the Achaians. So in Scripture, The fons of the prophets, e

Ver. 243.] I owe the laft part of this line, and, perhaps, half a
dozen more phrafes or words, to Mr. Cowper,

Vir. 257. Athena.] Alias Pallas and Minerva.

Vir. 263, Bombaz’d.] 'This is a new-coined word, which 1
truft will yet be current : the Greek word is thambéfen.

Ver. 265. Wing'd words.] That is, he {poke haftily. The
Englilh reader may be pleafed to know that the original of thefe

two words, Epea pteroenta, furnifhed Mr. Horne Tooke with a title
to his excellent Differtation on Englifh Particles.

Ver. 266, Goat-hide-fbielded.] When Jupiter was born, his
mother Ops, to preferve him from being devoured like a pig, by
his boarifh father Saturn, gave the latter a {tone to {wallow inftead of
her fon ; whom fhe fecretly conveyed to Mount Ida in Crete, where
he was nurfed by goody Amalthéa. This goody had a goat, on
whofe milk the little God fed {fo well, that when he grew up, and
the poor goat died, he covered his fhield with her fkin; and wore
it ever after for her fake. Hence the above epithet.

Ver. 270 and 271, His haughtinefs, &'c.] This is not quite fo
literal as I could wifh : but I am confident it is the true meaning.

VERr. 282, Us,] That is, Juno and me.

VER. 292. *Mong other Demons.] Demons is not here fynoni-
mous with our Devils; but in fome fenfe equivalent to Gods,

Ver. 297. Reff.] Literally, pegple.

VsR. 303. Jf carry in their hands.] Not the individual {ceptre
D of
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of Achilles; but fuch another, the mark of regal and legiflative

power.
VEer. 328 and 329. From whofe tongue, €5c.] This is another
paflage that our tranflators have aimed at rendering in a tone as
fweet as the original Tou kai apo gloffes melitos glybion rhéen audd.
—Pope thus : Words faweet as honey from bis lips diftill’d.—Cowper,
Whofe lips dropp’d eloquence, the honey not [o fweet. But Neftor’s
cloquence did not drop ; it flowed, and flowed abundantly. Nor
did it, according to Homer, flow from his lips, but from his
tongue.—Shall I be permitted then to fay, that my verfion here
is not only more faithful, but more expreflive alfo of the idea
meant to be conveyed, than that of any of my fellow-tranflators ?
VER. 329. Short-fighted.] 1t is equivalent to our fbort-lived.
Ver. 335, The Greeks.] Literally, the Achaian land.
Ver. 351, Wild mountain-monflers.] The Centaurs; half men,
half horfes. The Theflalians are faid to have been the firft tamers

of thofe animals ; on whofe backs when they were mounted, the
man and horfe appeared to be but one creature.

VEr. 358, Rede.] Counfel, advice. See Hopkins and Stern-

hold, Pf. I. |
VER. 398 and 399. I will here once more venture to compare
my verfion with Mr. Pope’s, and even with Mr. Cowper's: firft

giving the Greek lines in Greek and Englifh chara&ers.

Homer.

Ei 'aye pert TEPNT by b¥0C VIWW@TH %oUh G40="

Au]/m 7O &.im REAZLIYOY EpumaTed TEpS 30::[3:.
E1 d’ age men peréfai, hina gnoofi kai hoidé,

Auipfa tol haima kelainon heroéfei peri douri.

Porek.

For know, thy blood, when next thou dar’ft invade,
Shall ftream in vengeance on my recking blade,

2 CowprERr,
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CowPER.

Or if it pleafe thee, put me to the proof

Before this whole affembly ; and my {pear
Shall ftream that moment, purpled o’cr with blood.

Ii

— . Elfe, come and make a trial,
That thefe may witnefs, whether thy black blood

Shall inftantaneous ftream along my lance.

Ve fcholars of Eton and Weftminfter ! compare and judge.
VEir. 404, Equal.] 1 confels 1 know net why Achilles’ fhips

are fo called ; unlefs it were becaufe they were all of one fize.
VEr. 407. An hecatomb.] 1forgot before to explain this word :
it fignifies a facrifice confifting of an hundred vi&ims. Whether
thefe, on this occafion, were beeves, {heep, or goats, Homer telleth
us not : although the etymon of the word would lead us to fufpect
it was a centenary of the firt.—From this we may infer, that the
thips of the Greeks were not o {mall as fome have imagined ;

fince one of them was capable of tranfporting an hundred bul-
locks.

VERr. 417 and 418. The favour [weet
To heav’n afcended, wrapt in wreaths of [fmokes

So I literally from Homer.—But
Pork, like an original poet ; -

The fable fumes in curling {pires arife,
And waft the grateful odour to the fkies.

CowPER.

et W hiofe fteam
Slowly, in fmoky volumes, climb’d the fkies.
Whether {fmoke can be faid to ¢limb, 1 doubt: and whether the

fmoke climbed flowly or not, Homer does not fay.
D 2 VER.
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VER. 423. His trufly knaves.] 'This laft word has been fadly
abufed in latter times. I have reftored to it its genuine import ;
fuch as it ftill retains in our playing cards. Talthybius and Eury-
bates were yeomen of the guard to Agamemnon.

VER. 438. Knew.] Literally, dnew in bis mind.

VERr. 440. Eke.] This poor little word has alfo been unmerci-
fully eliminated from our Lexicons ; though it is a moft fignificant
term, and of great ufe in poetry.—.Vide the Metre Plalms paflim.

VEr. 457. But with unwilling mind, &¢.] 'This isall that Ho-
mer {ays: but Mr. Cowper adds a whole line—

From whom fhe lov’d, and looking oft behind.

This might make a fine fubje@ for the pencil of his friend Fufel; -
but of which ze gry quidem apud Homerum.

VER. 459. The noxious pefl from others.] He does not fay what
he will do in that cafe, but makes a rapid tranfition to Agamem-
non’s folly.~~Thus Neptune, in Virgil—Quos ego—/fed motos, &5'.

VER. 459. Pext.] So I render the Greek word laftheis.

VER. 461. Gloomy.] Literally, wine-coloured. 1 have adopted
Cowper’s verfion.

VER. 469.] This line I could not make literal, but I am fure I
have given the fenfe,

VER. §13. The girl.] In the original, ber.

VERr. 527.] Inftead of Athena-Pallas, fome copies have Phabus-
Apollo.  And this I think is the preferable reading : for that Pallas,
the daughter of Jupiter’s own brain, fhould join the revolters, is
{carcely credible.

VEr. §32. His fire.] Ceelus, or, according to others, Nep-
tune.

VER. §39. That all may have full joy, &5 ¢.] This is a fine
wony. We ufe it often in colloquial language : as if one fhould
fay—* I wifh the minifter much joy of his Spanifh convention,
and his Ruffian war !”

VER, 558. The ocean,] 'Thatis, I prefume, the Mediterranean

~ feas
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fea: called in feripture the Great Sea; and which lay between
Ilion and Ethiopia.

Ver. §67. Well-belted.] This is as proper an epithet for a fine
girl, as well-bufkin’d 1s for a gallant foldier. It may denote either
the graceful manner in which fhe wore her cin&ure, or her own
genteel {hape.

VER. 614 Held froe-prong’d forks, &'c.] To arrange the vic-
tims on the fire, and to keep it burning.

VEr. 622, Dict.] It is the Greek word,

VEr. 700. With eye-brows black, &c.] The pi€ture of a great
law-lord, in the attitude of giving a relutant affent to fome of the
minifter’s ill-conceived meafures, would be the beft interpreter to
this fublime paffage.

VER. 744. Dewil!] In Greek Azigonn, in the feminine gender:
but as Demons may be fuppofed to have no fex, and our language
not having a word equivalent to the French diableffe, 1 have ventured
to ufe the ordinary appellation of a Jfbrew.

VEr. 789. With his dexterous hand.] A mere irony, denoting
the aukwardnefs of Vulecan. Others, without reafon, I think,

explain it of the order in which he gave the cup; from the righte
hand fide.
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