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PREFACE.

Tuw Anthor in the eourse of his researches into the history
of the Boyal Artillery during the vears subsequent to
1815,—the date at which his published record of the services
of that great corps torminates, found many interesting
letters and jonrnals written by some of the most distin-
guiched of his brother officers, who had been employed
uder the English Foreign Office as Commissioners with
Queen Tsabella’s armies during the Civil War in Spain
batween 1831 and 1840,

Although, perhups, to many English readers this war may
nob present featurcs of special interest equal to those of the
great Peninsulnr War, yet there muet be to the stndent of
ligtory matter for congratulation, when from an impartinl
#0uree information is oblsined wbout s time during which
onr countrymen eontributed to the pacification and union of
@ great wnd—until lately —a divided people.

To artillery officers in England it is hoped that this
¢ontribution to the history of their corps may be valnable
and welcome, The men whose industey has virtnally built
up this work lived in & time of regimental stagnation, which
wade them hunger for any loop-hole beyond their own
immediste doties, It was a cruel time for testing a man’s




vi Preface.

renl merits,—n moreiless time for exposing those who had no
merits to be tested. Bnt the test was successfnlly en-
countered by the officers who were employed ns Commis-
sionars by the Englieh Government, and the more their con-
duet is revealed, the more certain is it to exeite the pride of
thedr countrymen. Now,—when the air is rife with tales
of unprecedented horror, and while a war is going on almost
unparalleled in atrocity and loss of life, the reader will
especially commend the labours of these who did so much in
Spain to lessen the sufferings of the sick and wounded, and
to minimize the miseries of lhe non-combatant population,
The terms of the Eliot Convention would have been but empty
platitudes, had it not been for the ceaseless lubours of those
Englieh officors, who for the first time in Bpanish history or-
ganized that which reads like a paradox—philanthropy in war.

Of all these Commissioners, the late General Wylde was
Jaesle prineeps, Mo lived to see some of these pages, but died
ere they were in type. Buch was the modesty which cha-
racterised him, that the Author dared not show him the
chapters which attempted to describe his special powers.
In publishing them now, the Author feels that he is giving
to the world an inadeguate * In Memoriam ™ of one who was
#8 generous in his views as he was nstute in his action, To
his satuteness and generosity he added that eourtesy and
tact which have so large a share in commanding and in-
fluencing men.

One of the chiof difficultics to be enconntered by the
student of Bpanish history lies in the absenee of maps of
sufficient secnracy and detail to emable the frequent move-
ments of the opposing armies to be traced and understood.
The secompanying Map demande the reader's indulgence. :

The Author of “England’s Artillerymen,” Mr. James
Browne, has with his usnal enthusiasm and industry in all
matlers connoeted with his Ttegiment, devoled himself to
the compilation of an Index to this work, The thanks of
the Author are for o third time his due, and are cheerfully—
gratefully—rendered,
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INTRODUCTION.

— ety

Mapmn, daring the continnanee of that war, the course of
which it is attempted to trace in the following pages,
presented a snecession of phases which it is almost painful
to contemplate. The anarchy and confugion foretold by the
dying Ferdinand had made their appearance. Around the
baby-Cueen, politicians of every shade, schomers and carnest
mel, place-holders and place-huntors, and generals who
preferred the quill to the sword, erowded with real or affected
anxiety, and with very real mutual suspicion. Political
dresmers made that voung life the centre of their Viglons ;
in it was fo be fulfilled the widely-different hopes of men
who agreed only in their sincerity; and in it the greedy
und the ambitions office-seekers fondly hoped to realize the
attainment of their selfish ends.

Nor was it only in Court mnd Cortes that this feverish
testlessness was apparent. Daily in the Puorta del Sol, “Je
siege dnofficiel du Gouvernement,”™ excited speeulators shouted
or monned over battles, not on account of the victories or the
dofeats, but according as the eonsequent rise or fall in securi-
ties swelled or diminished their individual gains. Enowing
this full well, there were at times weak generals in the field,
such as Cordova, who fought untimely battles, rather than
offond the impatience of the Pnerta.

* Martignoe
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The streets were erowdad by the class so bitterly eriticised
by a contemporary writer, This most powerful elass con-
sigted of public funetionaries, and employds of various ranks
and titles, Buceessive ministers had given office to personal
friends and supporters, until st last they approached the
strength of an army., These were guaintly classified as
“ ilimitados, en non-activitd, avee un tiers de traitement;
“ pegnntes, suspendus, gardant le titre de lenrs emplois, sans
“ golde ; retivados, en relraite honorifigue ; jubilados, jonissant
“ d'une pausi::;n de U'Etat " and it was well said that * cette
* prmée administrative était une plaie dovorante pour le
“ Tpégor publie,” At the end of the war there were some
five-and-twenty thonsand of these locusts.

The bewildered stranger found also to his amnzement that
even the bankers—a class generally interested in the main-
tenance of order and in tho absence of radical change—
preedily weleomed political revolutions and changes of
ministry. Tt was only on inguiry that he learnt that these
bankers were as o rule merely the agents of foreign houses,
—ench hayving more or less dealings with the Treasury; and
as the first want of every new government was money, on
plmozt any terms,—the prospects of high commission, and
of well-paid agency, made these gentry hungrily welcome
changes which might be disastrons to Spain,

Bo depressing was the superficial aspect of society in
Madrid, that the despairing writer above guoted cxelaimed :
“ Jei l'esprit-de parti ne ménage rien ; conviction, honneur,
“ mérite, expirienee, longa services—tont est sacrifié anx
“ gxigenced du moment. . . . Le puatriotisme, lo sentimont
# du devoir, les convietions politiques, ont fait place & la
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“ enpidité et & un vil culeul.  Je n'héeito pas i dire que los
“ choses sont arrivées i ce point que les places, les fonelions
“ do 1'Btat, les grades militaires, si respectables aillenrs par
¢ leur abnégation, leur dévonement au service publie, sont
““ devenns iei nne simple affaire, une marchandise sur laguelle
“ on apéeuls, comme on fait & lo Bourse sur les nouvelles dn
 jour, pour la hausse et la baisse des fonds.”

A ghastly pieture this, and painted with no feeble hand ;
and ns one remembers how hushed became the noisy patriot-
igm of many, when the wave of war surged on one oceasion
from the North to the arid plains in the neighbourhood of
Madrid, one fears at first that the picture is not overdrawn.

But, happily, a eorrupt even if dominant elass 18 no more
a nation than is a diseased limb a man, The sume strong
pen which immolates the official loeusts goes on o say: “ Le
« penple est i Madrid spectateur impassible de toutes lea
¢ ingurrections.”  And it was in the quiet patriofism of Lhe
patient people of Spain that the hopes of the conntry and
the future of the young Queen lay sheltered. The army
possessed the same patience, and was most amenable o
digeipline; and war was sure to develope a fit leador, As,
too, time went on, impracticable reformers in the Cortes,
intoxicated at first by the novel opportunities of airing their
crotehets, wonld postpone even their cherished ideas o their
country’s present weal ; and wonld, for & time at least, abandon
the pet rile of the reformer—the attitude of impractieability,

It was, indeed, n painful time, but it was not one for
despair. The pent-up leelings of generations do not find
vent in soft words or lovors' sighs. The long-wished ery of

onstitutional Liberty which came in with Isabella, had in

b
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Spain, a8 elsewhere, the effeet of almost hysterical excite-
ment on even strong and noble men whosa life-dream
seemned now about to be realised ; buat, allthough the weaker
among the enthusiasts spent time and elognence in an almost
feminine seolding of a past which they hated, many would
soon settle down to the nobler and manly tusk of regenerating
the presan.

It was u painful time, but a hopeful. And as the waves of
party surged to the foot of the throne, and a babel of nobla
and ignoble sounds echoed on the ear of ite unconscious oceu-
pant, there stood—like some sentinel at his post—one who
hns been bitterly maligned and wilfully misunderstood, one
who was fiercely able and thirstily ambitious, but who
conquered herself in her loyalty to her ehild,—who accepted
ungrateful tasks, and practised unweleome sell-deninl in
nourishing the idea which that ehild embodied to Spain—
the Queen-Dowager, Christina |

* | #* ¥ i

Civil war may be a sad spectacle: but the war to be
treated in these pages had many bright and almost fasei-
nating features. The Basque peasant may have been but a
tool in the hands of iutrigners, but his heart was filled with
fondly-cherished memories and far from ignoble nspirations:

and for these he was ready to suller and to die. The
Christino rank and file may have been marched and connter-
marched fruitlessly for years, but in no army sinco wars
hegan on earth was more patience displayed, or n more seli-
denying sense of duly entertsined. Civil war may indced
be u ead spectacle: but solf-denial, and patience, and belief,

atone for many of its more distressing attributes.
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Taw Skuren at the end of Chap, XXV, shoubl have been placed
at the end of Chap. XX, as it shows the breach in the walls
of Morella, which was made during the first sicge.

Page 222, 5th line from the bottom, for *San Mignel Feeristo,”

rvend ¥ Don Santes San Miguel.”
& 00, lor * Qastle of Anoara ™ read ¥ ALTaca.”






THE ENGLISH IN SPAIN.

CHAPTER L

Tar FExcrme CoMMIssioNin.

IH Septembor, 1834, Lord Palmerston, who then presided at

the Foreign Office of England, decided on sending “ an
“ officer of rank and experience to the head-quarters of the
“ Army of Her Catholic Mujesty employed in suppressing
* the rebellion in the Northern Provinces of Bpain.” Tt was
0 happy resolution for the stndents of this period of Bpanish
history : and it was a wise resolution, 8s far ns concerned
the suffering inhabitants of a distracted conntry, and the
wounded and prisoners of the opposing armies.

It really appears o be impossible for any one, & party to a
strugele, to give an sccurate noconnt of what tukes place. The
dosire —one might almost say the necessity — of inspiring
troops to renewed efforts, leads an interested and eontem-
Torary chronicler to give undne prominence to successes, and
o forget reverses: if indeed his imagination does not earry him
beyond the rogion of fucts altogether. Bpecial cirenmstances
intensified this tondency in the War of Succession in Spain,
which is to be discussed in those pages. Euch party desired
to etand high in the eyes of Europe, becanse each desired
#agerly to obtain money from foreign lenders. The greater
ﬂﬂ: more numerous the vietories which each could claim, the
1er would be the terme on which the capitalists of London,
A8, or Amsterdam would part with their hoards, Nor

16 the means of speedy contradietion so available as they
I
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are forty years later. Agnin, as enceess in the ficld rendered
the pasition of ministers in either Court more secure, and a8
these ministers were practically the fountain of military
promotion, the temptation to shed  roseate hue over their,
own movements, and to paint in the darkest eolours tha
necessitics of their opponents, was more thun the average
Spanish general could resist. Yet again, the credulity of
the Spanish peasantry was omnivorous: and as from their
ranks each army drew its patient and long-suflering soldiery,
it behoved the Christino and Carlist leaders o sing in rival
strains the bravery, the comfort, and the smecoesses of their
respective forces.

The historian, who would attempt to write the Spanish
War of 1884-40 from purely Spanish sourees, would be baffled
by the clouds of exnggeration and contradietion incessantly
gurrounding him. Happily the Hpanish accounts ecan ba.
gifted and tested in eomparison with those of the English
Commissioners, the first of whom was appointed in the
antnmn of 1834, These had no motive for concealing Lhe
real facts: it was their duty, and their instinet, to report
the exact state of affuirs; and any opinions which they
might express would be fonnded on special experience, with
a view, indead, to the nltimate snocess of the éause in which
England was interested,—a smeeess, however, nol to be at-
tained by closing their eyes to actnal reverses, or by revelling:
in aceonnts of imaginnry victories.

Able and conseientions as were ull the commissioners sue-
cessively attached by England to the armies of the child-
Quneen Isabella, none of them surpassed—if, indead, any of
them equalled—him who wus appointed in 1834, and whe
acted during the years of his appointment ag Chief Commis-
gioner with the main Chrisfino army, the Army of the North,
Colonel W. Wylde, of the Hoyal Artillery, had already dis-
tingnished himself in the troubles attending the dispute as
to the Portuguese Bunceession between Dom Pedro and Dom
Miguel. His taet had been tried, and not found wanting,
under cirenmstunces of speeial gravity and diffienlty in
Portugsl : it was now to have a wider lield in more frying
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gituntions in Spain. The orders which he received were too
detailed. Ib is not the faghion of English Government depart-
:ﬁ'_ﬂﬂ. to allow mmeh liberty of action to their agents ; they
prefor g0 to trammel them with instructions on even the
minutest details, that in no possible contingenecy can their re-
presentatives forget that they are dependent. Colonel Wylde

was dirested in the first instance to proceed to the head-
quarters of the Queen's army under General Rodil, and to make

full reports of all that he might see or hear. He was especinlly

to note *the disposifion of the inhabitants of the distriets wya.
“ throngh which he might pass, the motives which might ¥
“ have induced any of them to join in the insurrection, and

“ how far their resistance to the Queen's authority might be

“ attribnted to attachment to Don Carlos, how far to politieal
*camses,” He was to maintain the most intimate relations

with the British Ambassador at Madrid, Bir George Villiers,
afterwards Lord Clarendon; and his despatches were to be
inamitied throngh the British Ambassador in Paris, who

‘wad fo make himeelf acquainted with them. He was to be
cordial in his relations with any Trench officer who might bo
eimilarly employed with the (Queen's armies; but he was
always to remember that he was nof charged with sny
political or diplomatic mission, He wae also forbidden to
aceept the surronder of Don Carlos’ person, *““shonld His

“* Royal Highness, under eritienl cirenmstances, prefer to

give himself up to him instend of to the Queen's generals.”

Thus strangled, Colonel Wylde started on his mission.

That the instruetions under which he was to act wonld in all
Probability etultify his position with the Christino armies
st have been apparent to him from the first. A commis-

*_ ouer without power, an officer of rank delegated by the
british Government to commmnieate * notes by the way,”
#nd £o cheor the idle Lours of Foreign Office clerks with his
Fpeculations as to the inner conseiousnoess of rebels, wonld be
" (fllﬂ-l‘nl?terinstiﬂ British conception, but wounld be wholly
Muintelligible to men engaged in earnest warfaro. This
¥ arlare, too, was condueted under the patronage of a quad-
ll[ﬂa allianee, under ‘the benediction of Western Europe
B 2
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Col, Wylde,
Oetober 4,
1834,

with Louis Philippe on one hand bidding for the support
demoeracy by a lnkewarm support of Constitutionaliam
against Carlism, and with Lord Palmerston on the other
hungering to see some energetic, automatic rule among
the Spanish people drive out of the field a priest-blighted
despolism, possessing all the cvils of tyranny, and yet emag=
culated as to the good which in anxions and exceptionl
times a wise despot iz able to perform. .
The conditions and surroundings which were meant by
officialism to dwarf the English Commissioner were condu=
cive, by a righteous retribution, to his elevation. It is the
old, old story. The Delilah of routine and red-tape may
bind the Bamson of genius; but the bonds are snapped:
when the time arrives for original and opportune aectio L.
Delilah weaves new bonds; but while Bamson’s power '.
undoubted, ghe ean only whine over the rupture within her
office walle. Her policy iz to wait. To moet men comes the
danger of error, the certainty of some shortecoming. Then
on the shorn head Delilah drops not even an official teary
and the venturesome genius is bound hand and foot, and
enst into the limbo of departmental oblivion.
Happily, in the ease of the Chief Commissioner sent by
England to the Army of the North, there was no failure.
Colonel Wylde's influence inereased month by month, and
year by year, with both parties to the war. He was enabled
by his adviee to enhanee the sncecsses of the Queen’s troops;
and to diminish the horrors eoncomitant in an ?
degree with civil and irregular warfare. His letters, journals,
and despaiches record, also, in statesman-like perspicuity
and historie calmness, the evenis which transpired before
him, Honoured by lug Bovereign for the performanee of hig
diffienlt task, Colonel Wylde was also long remembered in
Spain with singular respect and affection,
Colonel Wylde reached Bayonne in the beginning of
Qetober, 1834, and was enabled to gel more than a glance
at the situation, both military and pelitical. Althongh the
political nspect of this war will be wllowed to develope i
these pages, ns the narrative progresses,—it may be well
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take a bird's-eye view of the military sitnation at the date
of the arrival of the English Commiseioner. While Don
Carlos remained in Portugal, his movements had to he
carefully watched by the Christino troops under CGreneral
Rodil, so that the Pretender was able unconsciously to effeet
some strategic service, which left his sympathizers in the
north of Spain to organize themselves with comparative
eage. This was nofably the case with Zumalacarreguy, who Belluert,
had assumed command of a Carlist force of 800 men in
Oetober, 1833, and by the following spring had converted it
into a tolerably efficient army, which by its powers of rapid
movement had wearied most of Queen Isabella's generals.
So assursed was this Carlist leader of his ultimate suecess,
that he appealed to Don Carlos so early as May, 1834, to
come {rom Portugal and ascend the throne of his fathers.

Don Carlos found the advice more palatable than praeti-
cable. The frontier was too closely watched for him fo
travergs it, exeept at the head of a large force. A tolerably
large Portugnese force was attached to the now hopelegs
enuse of Dom Mignel in that eountry, and that unsmecessful
candidate for a throne was requested to lond to Don Carlos,
08 & body-guard, a force which was no longer useful to him-
self. He had to reply that cven if he complied with the
request, the valuable force in question would not obey his
orders,

. The only alternative for the Pretender was to adopt the
circnitous route of reaching the Basque Provinces wvid
London and Paris. This was rendered more ensy since the
mguing of the quadrnple allinnee, under which Don Carlos
secured a pagsage to England, with almost regal state, {rom
the government of that country. Within a few days of one
snother, Dom Mignel and Don Carlos sailed under the
English flag for Ttaly and England respectively, The names
of Maria IT. and Isabella II. were atb once those favoured by
the _Wﬂstam Powers, and aleo the emblems in Portagul and
Bpain of constitutional liberty as opposed to & second-hand
tyranny—a despotism masking priestcraft.

Don Carlos quitted England in disguise on the 1st July,
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1854, und reached Bpain thromgh Franee. In the latier
country there was considernble sympathy with his caunses
and among the numerous tradesmen who supplied eontraband
of war scross the frontier to the Carlists, there would e
nothing but satisfaction at the arrival of a Prince who wonld
by his moro presence intensify the rebel spirit and prolomg
the hostilities. The attempts made by Don Carlos to elude
pursuit in France were indeed more nffeetation than necessity,

In the month of Septembor, he and his generals swore
under the historieal oak-tree of Guernica—to preserve the
Fuercs of the Basquo Provinees. Inthe same place, in 1476,
Ferdinand and Tsabella had sworn the same oath. But the
motive of Don Carlos was a different one from theirs. By
thig onth he hoped to seeure the support of many in Bpain
to whom his personal claims and dynasty were utterly in-
different. The Fueros were to the north of Spain a sacred
ereed : he hoped—as the story will prove—by expressing hia.
adhesion to them, to secure for his own ambitions ends the
aclive sympathy of believers more earnest and single-nyad
than himself. Be, in every land and in every age, are the
aspirations of the people made stepping-stones for dosigning
and ambiliong men, !

When the English Commissioner reached Bayonue, the
presence of Don Carlos with the rebels, and the military
ability of Znmalacarreguy, had placed the Carlist canse in o
position not to be aseailed too rashly, Away in Aragon and
Valencia s man was also making himself felt, Ramon Cabrers,
who was to inspire the Carlists with the fire of his own
revengeful feelings, his influence und energy. And, as yet,
above all other sgentsin eryetullizing the floating discontent
in the minds of men who were only half rehols, the systom
of massacring wounded and prisoners had been inangnrated
by the leaders on both gides—by none more than Zumala-
carreguy and Rodil. Each freeh butchory drove into the
ranks of open parlizans many halting and penceable men,
and filled the air with exaggerations and rumours which
deepened the horrors of the war,

There had been many small engasements, the resnlts of
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which had varied with the political ereed of the narrator ;
but, on the whole, the Carliel cause had had the sdvantage
for two roasons. First, Zumalscarreguy could bewilder as
well s vanqnigh the detached armies of the Queen, and was
infinitely superior to Bodil in the art of war; and secondly,
the Carlists, who were merely organizing their forces, were
genminely thaukful for the smallest suecesses, whereas the
Christinos, who started with all the boasting and display of
{rained armies, became irritated and depressed at finding
a hydra-headed enemy, whose method of warlare was un-
favouralls to success, and was prohibitory of any eomplete
vietory being gained over them.

The system in the Christino army— then practically com-
manded by politicians at Madrid—was to visit want of success
upon the general in command, by removing him. This line
of conduet had the resnlt either of making the general rash,
or of making his nmbilions subordinates disloyal to him. In
no country—in Spain, perhaps, less than any other—is it
wise to make a political body, with politieal prejudices and
party emergencies, the fountain of wmilitary honour, or the
umpire in military eriticism. And yet on no question—
exeapt perhups theology—are men more foud of dogmutizing
without previons study than on the conduet of military
operations, In Madrid, the situstion was complicatod by
the infaney of the Queen, und the supposed ambition of the
Queen-mother, Christina. The incessantly changing govern-
ments were constant in quoting these as reasons why all
patronnge should be left in their own virtaous hands.

The general, who had received notice to gquit, when Colonel
Wylde reached Bayonme, was Rodil. He had been loyal
under trying eircumstances while Don Carlos was in Por-
tngal ; he had done his bert in the field while surrounded by
many difficulties ;: but he had not been so successlul as was
desived, and it wos therefore decided to sacrifice him, and in
an unmistakenble manner, * e had to resign the command Col, Wylde,
:‘ 1:?f th‘ﬁ army by order of the Government, without waiting ‘;’;’;fﬂ *y
:: for his snecossor, and also the vieeroyship of Estremadura

aud other appointments, and went to Gallicia, his native




8 The English in Spain. CHar, L

“ provinee, in diegust.” The generals of the early days
of the Fronch Revolution did not fight more thoronghly
under the orders of their masters in Puris, than did the
Christino generals under equally peremptory and more
ignoble requisitions from Madrid,

The eunccessor who had been docided upon was Goneral
Mina, a mere guerilla chief, but one whose name was asso-
ciated with service in former campaigus, snd who was ex-
pected fo terrify the peasantry who might meditate revolt,
by the eruel reprisals he had threatened to inflict. o was
at Bayonne when Colonel Wylde nrrived, and was in wretched
health. He cordially welcomed the English Commissioner,
and promiged him all the information in his power; but us
yot he knew little, and was in hopes that Rodil would retain
the command for some time, until his own health should be
restorod. e had already gathered that his appointment to
the command of the Army of the North had been by no
means palatable to the Freneh Government. Whether it
was feared that more decided measures would follow his
taking the field, and that the system of smuggling contra-
band, so advantageous to French trade, might be put an end
to, or whether some other motive, such as secret Carlist pro-
pensilies, influenced the policy of France, it is dificult 4o
say. The French policy remained doubtful during the whole
war,—a policy of diverse words nnd actions. Isabells's
governments had frequently just renson of complaint against
France for an unfriendliness which was sometimes more than
pasgive, and Colonel Wylde found in Bayonne a horde of
Carlist conspirators engaged in open and unchecked machi-
nations againgt the power which was ostensibly an ally of
France,

Col. Wyide, A very lew days after Colonal Wylde's arrival, intelligence
pay er 7, 8rrived of the resignation of Rodil, and of the appointment
184, to the command of the army, ad dnferim, of General Amildez,
then at Pamplona.. General Amildez was at the point of
death, and Mina wns as yet unable 1o travel. The latter,
therefore, wrote dirocting the next senior to take command
until he himself should arrive; and—a grim satire on the
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politieal wire-pullers nt Madrid—gave explicit orders that,
for {he pregent, General Rodil's plan of operations should
be strietly adhered to. He also directod (General Jauregni
to move his forco towards Irnn to meot himself and to escort
him to Pamplona a8 soon as he should be able to travel,
Colonel Wylde wonld fain have pressed on to the head- Col. Wylde,
quarters of the Queen's army, withont waiting for Mina's iilg_'};:tld' @0,
convalesconce, and eonld easily have obtained a pass throngh ™
the Carlist lines, DBut Le was restrained by fear of mis-
understanding, for the Carlists had got an impression that
he had bean sent out in the interests of Don Carlos, who
was known to have many sympathizers in England ; and they
had, liks the Christinos, an exaggerated idea of the powers
entrusted fo him by his government. Lest this estimate
should prove too much for him, a little wholesome digeipline
wad being nf this very time administered to him by the
militury authoritics of his own country. Colonal Wylde was
merely & cuptain of artillery, and his higher rank wag locul
and tomporary. It was true that he had been already over
thirty years in the army, and that so long ago as 1814
he had been selectod for special service, But these wore
the days of stagnation in a general and most depressing
form,—the stagnation inevitable when armies are reduced at
the end of long wars, and when promotion 1s slow. His
services in Portugal, and the recognition of them implied
i bis gelection for this new appointment, enconraged Colonel
Wylde to apply that Lis loeal rank might be confirmed, and
:‘Jmt brevet rank eorresponding to it might bo assigned to him
I his own serviee, Althongh his applieation was refused,
there is no resson to believe that the military anthorities
were reluctant to grant it ; the roply simply showed— what
WA apparent every day and overy hour—that the system
was too strong for its administrators, There was no Préce-
for such & step, was the reply he received, penned donht-
28 iu all good fyith, and in tho bolief that the spmer
;'f““l‘i be d_ﬂmlled. 18 final to the whole world, as to those who
el within their office walls and had no thought beyond,
? Precedent | and to eroate oue, unless proprio mote, would
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be an offiein]l erime. Precedents existed merely to trip np
suitors, to stifle argument, to sheltor blunderers. The
creation of a precedent which might aid future claimants,
which might strengthen their appeals, and justify their
arguments, wonld be an act of gaweherie worthy only of
gome office tyro abont whom etill lingered the old-fashioned
notiong of gratitude for honest gervice.  If Carlist exnggera-
tion and Christino praise were likely to prove foo much for
the English Commissioner, there were those in London whe,
with the skill of long practice, would moderate his transports,

News of unsucecssful engagements on a small seale,
but somewhat frequent, and a fear that, in the hands of
General Lonrengo, who was scling for Amildez and Mina,
the Queen's eanse would suller, drove Mina to take the
field sooner than was wise, as far as his own henlth was
eoncerned. He was accompanied by Colonel Wylde, and
escorted from the fronlier by some of Lonrengo’s troops to
Pamplons, where he arrived on 30th Oclober, and was re-
ceived with enthueinsm. IHe began wisely, Hefusing to
ocenpy the palace, or to smrronnd himself with any state
which would involve any expense to the country, he
snnounced his intention of refraining from extensive
operations until he had diseiplined and clothed his army.
Discipline comes naturully to the patient and tempersle
Spanish soldier ; eclothing was diffienlt to procure from &
government already impecunious, A convoy of stores from
Madrid, escorted by 3000 men under General O'Doyla, had
been captured only three days belore by Zumalacarreguy
botwoen Balvatierra and Vittoria, with a loss to the Chris-
tinos of the general commanding, and at least 900 men,
killed, wonnded, and prisoners. The material ag well as
moral injury inflicted by this reverse wus very grest, and
tho encouragement to the enemy was in proportion,

As Mina looked round, he saw open assistance being daily
rendered to the Carliste by the remch, in the fransmission
of stores aeross the frontier; he found a worse spirit smong
the pessaniry of Lhe Basque Provinces than he had antici-
pated. The guerilla bands, dispersed on all sides, manlated
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the stations of the Queen’s troops, rendering communieation
‘between them almost impossible, except with strong escorts,
The eountry swarmed with aduwanerss, self-conzlitutad
watchmen, who conveyed to pre-arrunged spots intelligence
of the slightost movements among the Queen’s troops ; and
friendly pessants were prevented by extrovagant tolls or
setual violence from bringing provisions to the Christine
garnsons.  The rumours from the Fastern Provinees spoke
of mereasing disaffection. Those from Madrid told of un-
iriendly diplomacy, of national poverty, of departmental
ineapacity, and of selfish ministers ; while nway in Northern
Europe o dark cloud was in the sky, betokening power-
tnl and jealons despotisms hostile to an infant monarch
whose name was associated with liberty and eonstitutional
govarnmaent,

Ik was an ugly landseape for a sick general, and neaded
all his innuto conrage to ensure a calm contemplation. Tt
was a dreary prospect for the English Commissioner, hunger-
iug to produce in Bpain the Liberty which is the parent of
trne greatness,

In the battle before them, what weapons were in their
wrmonry 7 There were in Navarre 23,000 of the Queen's
troops,—14,000 available for serviee in the field, and arranged
i columus under Generals Cordova, Lopez, and Oraa, and
the remainder locked up in gurrisons, Apgainst this foree,
Don Carlos and Zumalacarregny had not more than 8000
men, but these were all in o state of aclivity and motion,
Ab firet sight the advantage in numbers would appear to
be decisiva in favour of the (neen ; but there were other
Provinees besides Navurro from which Znmalacarregmy drew
additional forees for the time ag he required them, He also
had no need of g complicated supply dopartment in o country
where eyery peasant’s slore was open to him, and EVETY
peasint’s mule was at his service. He reserved his men for
fighting, not for escorting convoys; and he had his spies in
every Christino camp or village to advise him of his enomy’s
Hovements or designs, Mina was indeod sorely handicapped,
Hor was thore ey sign of his position becoming less deosperate,
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It iz only when one remembers the situation, that one
nnderstands a remark made by Colonel Wylde soon after his
arrival at Pamplona, * General Mina commanded, himself,
*“1n two trifling but snecessful occasionz lately, which I
“ regretted, thinking it extremely desirable that his first
“ appearance in the field should have been on some mors
“ important occasion, as in the present state of affairs it is
“ desirable that his name shounld lose none of the ferror
“ attached to it in the opinion of the enemy's soldiers.”

This referenee to the individual efforts of the old gnerille
chief 13 almost plaintive. Like some hunted animal at bay,
he gtrove with his own hand to solve hia diffienlties. He was
no stalesman ; he was no scientific leader; he was over-
whelmed by a sense of his difficullies; and he conld find for
the moment no rest save in action,

Better to lead a fow men in combat than to unravel his
eomplieations in his tent. Ie got wisor by degrees; his
succcesors became wiser still; and this narrative will show
how much of the steadying influence came from him who was
always unobtrusively at the side and serviee of the Christine
commander,— the Commigsioner sent to observe and to report

to the Government of England.




CHAPTER II.

Mima.

OTWITHSTANDING the conrage, and, in a ecertain
degres, the experience of Mina, his brief eareer in com-
mand of the Army of the North was by no means a brillinnt
one, The terror attached to his name, and deservedly in-
gpired both by his proclamations and his eruelties, had only
the effect of driving an exasperated peasantry into the Carlist
ranks. His attempts nt organisation wera thwarted by the
Jealonsy of his enemy at Madrid, Lauder, who was Minister
of War for the first fow weeks of Mina's command ; and his
suthority in Biseny and Navarre was not complete, a con-
sidernble part of the force not having been placed under his
orders, As instances of this may be quoted the foreo under vl Wylde,
Genernl Latrd at Viana, and that under General Bedoya at }E'ﬁm'
Logrodio, 1834,
The state of the army at the end of the year was graphi-
eally deseribed in o letter from Colonel Flinter, an able Colonsl
stafi-officer, and chief of the staff to ome of the Christino E;L';fj;;
generals of division. “I have been for some time” he Dee 31,
wrote, “chief of the staff, and have been for soven months 2°°™
“ withont any rest. I have traversed Navarre in eYery
* direction, and have been particularly atlentive in order to
:: ma],:;? m]{srflf thoroughly nequainted with the gtate of
_ Public opinion, and I have closely observed the measures
. taken‘h}r government for the purpose of putling down the
= rebellion, W]Jlrh rages in every part of the provineo with
“‘ﬂﬂfﬂm‘l&jd_ violenee, The arrival of Mina, much as I re-
Spect him, has not produced the effect which was expected.
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“ The inhabitants seem more incensed against him than
“ againat any former leader; very fow have gone over to
“him from the enemy. We ean searcely, even with omr
“ united forees, undertake any offensive operations in cortain
“ distriets. We are often three ‘or four days withont being
" uble to get rations, while the Carlists are well supplied.

““ The government has nol taken care to furnish stores of

** provisiong, nor ammunition, nor clothing for the troops;
* thorefore our operalions are paralyzed for days togethar,
“and we cannot take advantage of any favourable moment
“ to follow up a vietory. Onur soldiers have been for months
“ together sleeping on the ground, withont ever taking off
“ their clothes, and suffering continunl marches and priva-
* fiona withont o murmnr. Their paticnee is exhnnsted ;
“ there 18 no esprit de corps, no enthugiasm ; nor do they
*“ wigh to come into contact with an enemy over whom they
“ have soarcely guined an advantage, Tf they happen to be
“ wounded, they are taken little eare of in the hospitals; if
** disabled, they are roduced to mendieity. We have no pene-
“rals and fow good officers. The former are continually
“* gt war with one another, and good officers are discontented
“. . . because others who are heyond the rench of danger,
“or who on the field basely desert their post, meet the
“ recompenge which is due to merit. Very fow officers are
“ present with their regiments i the field ; they are lonng-
“ing in the coffee-houses of the large towns or in Madrid,
“ There are regimeénts commanded by captains, and com-
“ panies by sergeants, Few do their duty in the field, and
“ these fow fall vietims, certain vielime, on a day of netion.
“ Tha officers genarally keep baek, and the general, myself,
*“ and a few others, have been obliged in every action even to
“ push forward the guerillas, and to lead every attack. , , ,
“ You and others ean searcely form an idea of the state of
“ affairs, and the organisation of the Carlist army. Tt is
“mnot a faction, They move forward and retreat in perfect
“ order, either in close eolumn or line.  Their light infantry
“ig far befter than ours, and our men know it. In fact,
*“ their officers are men covered with sears in the War of
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“ Independence, and have ab least personal bravery and
-ﬂi.pgﬁuﬁcﬂ knowledge. The inhabitants of the provinces
% are enbhusiastin, and mnothing but reinforcements of
“ 30,000 men will beat them. . . . There is another misfor-
* tune which I have to lament, that ig, the eivdl war which
% gxists among the generals. Bome of them detract Miuna
*and are anxious that he shonld fail, and they all hate each
“ gther and take every opportunity of injuring one another’s
“ reputation. The officers take parl in these petty disputes;
%gand the soldiers, hearing their commanders abused eson-
* finually, soon loge conlidence in their honour and talent.
“. .. My opinion is that the game iz equul. Tf immediate
“reinforcements do mot come, the Carlists will remain in
* possession of the field, and Mina can do nothing. The
“lnhabitants of Navarrs eannot be intimidated, and pro-
“mises are of no availl. Torece and ewergetic measures,
“ union nmong the generals, and impartial justice towards
* the officors and soldiers who defend the eause of the young
* Queen, are necessary in order to ensure sucesss,”

These may read like the words of a pessimist, or at least
of & disappointed man. But they are snpported by eollateral
evidence, and they are the key to the delay which attended
the efforts of the Queen’s parly, the party of constitutional
liberty, to put down the rebellion. A fow words from a cold, Aanont
unbipssed wituess show how the political exigencies of v o
Madrid must have interfored with military operatious. They
speak, ag the student will find, of a divided Cortes, of a
War Minister distrusted by the people and indnlgent to
mulmeers, of a government retaining office in face of
defeat, of & Regent embarrassed by the almost insolent
aiidresses of the Assembly, of insmrrections in more than
ome city, of empty excheqnory, and of idle droamers playing
ik framing constitntions while the enemy was af the gate,
The QEEHn—regeut, who alone had the eongistent Euerg-}r to
face the in.a-u:rwtinn, albeit the consigteney may have been
werely a mother's lnudable ambition, was thwarted, dis-
t"'ﬂﬂtﬂdf and defied by every one in turn. Thero was more
exultation over vietories in the Benate, vietories of vitupera-
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tion, than over any snecesses which attended the Queen’s
armies in Navarre. Oune does not require even to have read
history to see at once that here were not the conditions of
successful operntions, The heart was diseased, and the pul-
sations were therefore irrogular, nor was the blood vivifying 1
which traversed the system.

To this nnhappy state of allairs at Madrid must be added
spocial eanses of exhilaration among the Carlista., In Zu-
malacarreguy they had an able and energetic ehief; in Don
Carlos they had the presfige of one who was no mere usurper,
but who was of the royal blood of Spain. Every pulpit,
every priest, was an advocate of Carlism ; an ignorant
peasantry had identified that cause with their worshipped
Fueros, und the union had as yet been sanctified by singular
military sucecss. Franee was practically [riendly to the
Protendor; and among the Great Iowers of Europe there
wera several ontspoken opponents of Teabella's canse. During
Mina's command, a change of ministry ocenrrod in England;
and the Tory Government which came into office was assumed
to have a leaning towards Carlism. There were no grounds
for the assumption, nor was the poliey of England towards
Spuin ehunged one dsfa. But the idea was fostered by the
oppogition press in England, and the Basque pensantry—
being unaequainted with the ways of party government—
coneluded maturally that England wounld now be an ally of
the enuse of Don Carlos. Thereis to the student of English
history a consistent inconsistency in the action of the Whigs
in opposition. They reserve to themsclves the right of
developing into Radicals, und they spread their sails to cateh
every breath of new political doctrine or discontent: but
they wave the Tory back to the position his party held in
the days whon politics and edueation alike were young., A
progreasive Conservative, a Conservative other than deaf and
blind, they decline to recognise. Laying down as a general
axiom that a Tory must of necessity revel in forsign despot-
isms und domestie tyranny, they always nssume, when &
Congervative Government hae the reins of power, that its
machinations are agednst struggling peoples abroad, and that
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its domestic lagislation, however beneficial, must have some-
where concealed the eloven Loof of an oligarchy which loves
to trample on the masses. With advancing education, a
poliey which suceooded so well for forty years will be ex-
posed in all its nakedness; and it will be apparent abroad,
ag well as at home, that no party in England has & monopoly
of sympathy for the oppressed.

There were two unfortunate cceurrences in the field which
unfavourably introduced Ming's command, although in neither
case was he personally ¢oncerned. Towards the end of No-
vember, 1834, Zumaluearregny, at o place a fow leagues
north of Logrofio, offered battls for the first time to & con- Col Wrlde,
giderable Christing foree.  He himsell had some 7000 men Ef::fbg:”m‘
under hine, which accounted for the change in his mode of 1834
fighting. The Queen’s foree, which consisted of the divisions
of Generals Cordova and Oraa, nnder the command of the
former, numbered some 6000 men.  Althongh the odds were
slightly in favour of the Carlists, it was believed that Cordova
would greedily seize the opportunity— unprecedented—of an
engagement on some eeale with Zumalscarreguy. DBat he
contented himself with watching his opponent for the space
of five days, making no attempt to join izsne, This event
ereated s great sensation in the army, and tended to dispirit
the Qnaen's troops exceedingly. Nor were matters improved
by ﬂﬂrqﬂfﬂ’ﬂ sueeess, two days later, over a Carlist foree
posiad in the Pasy of Argayas. The success wus over
mferior numbers, and was only obtained after two netions, in
ﬂ_m first of which Cordova had to sdmit with bitternoss that
Lis troops, capecially his officers, behaved badly. The im-
proved discipline and steadiness of the Carlist troops were
VETY apparent on this occasion, and secured Cordova's em-

Phatic notice,

The next untoward event commenced with a distinet and Col, Wylde,
:]:.ﬂéi-“w? Christino victory on the 12th December, in which Eﬂfﬂlﬁfa’
e uulglitﬂnﬂ of Cordova, li::ll'aﬁ, and Lopez—a f‘nrc-& of some 1834,
ﬂ];m Whhﬂlkll—defeuted at Sorlada the whole available Carlist
i .1.1'.‘: Eur_uulumrra_gu§ had been able fo eolleet, and

Was certainly not inferior in numbers to that opposed
C
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to it. The Carlists were posted with judgment, and fongl
stubboruly for over two hours, but were nltimately do -f.'
back with o loss of 900 men, and, it was romoured,
state of fury with their leader., The rumour was wnrth
and deceiving. Znmalacarregny only retreated to the ’;.
of Arginjos, where he took a strong position and again offare
hattle to Cordova. On the 15th December the Intter ge hers,
arranged o eombined wttack ; detaching Oraa with some eigh
battalions to turn the Carlist left, he himself intendin
to attack the centre as soon as he shonld hear Oraa’s gnns
nction, Oraa, as will be seen later in this norralive, was
a good general ; on this cccasion his movements were m
dilatory, and it was dark before he reached the gronnd &
upon, Cordova had beeome impatient, and had nttﬂnked o
enomy at the pnss, which he secured ; but being afraid Lo
advance withont Oran into the plain he;l.r{:nd, he withdrew &
night approached to Los Arcos.  Oraas, ignorant of what ha
occurrad, was then attacked in foree and nnexpeciedly B
Zumalacarreguy, and his division was literally cut to pioces
Cordova, who had naturally s warm discussion with Ors
after this misndventure, waa relieved by Lorenzo, and retired
first to Pamplona and then to Madrid, irritated beyon
measure that his vietory of the 12th had not been mom
appreciated. .
His suecessor, Lorenzo, was by no means a fortunatl
lientenant to Mina, In studying the records uf this per
of the war, hizs name 18 always associated with defeat;
Minn must have breathed freely when this [eeble :}lﬁﬂﬂr i
appointed Captain-General of Cuba, and disappeared
Col. Wylde, the Army of the North. Before leaving, a spirit of insub

bamploti®: dination had appeared in his division, due to wnnecessal
185 toil and privalion occasioned throngh Lorenzo's vacillatag

and ignorance.

Ome or two further instances, on a smaller scale, of disastel

to the Queen's canse, during the few monthe of Mina's rof

mand, may be quoted to show how badly he was served. i

Bollaert. Hagura, his subordinate, Junregui, alwaye o favourile W i
the English Legion, and better known as El Pustor,
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defeated with great slanghter ; und only a fow days before,
_l:'ﬂh'ﬁ_!ﬁnﬂ. regiment, that of Granada, had been destroyed
by the Carlist chief, Eraso. In the end of February, Los
Arcos was captured by ‘the Carlists. It was n grave loss,
both material and moral; and was followed by the usual
shricks of “Treachery,” which are used to bolster up a sink-
ing eanse. The commandant of the garrison was ordersd fo Col. Wylde,
ba tried, a3 soon ag he should be exchanged, on the charges ;;’:ﬁ’}?ﬂ“
of evaenating his post, nnd not destroying the stores. To 1535,
the stndent thiz siege and eapture of Los Areos has a
special interest, for now for the first time did the dietates of
humanity or interest prompt the Carlists to spare the lives
of their enemy's wounded and prisoners. A few weeks later,
another of Mina's brigadiers, General Aldama, allowed him-
solf to bo trapped by Zumalnearreguy at Arroniz. In the
words of the English Commissioner, “ Dire was the eonfusion, col. Wrylde,
“and the division was only saved by the return of Carrera i';:;',‘]f“r“
“ from being cnt to pieces, Tts loss was very great ; and the 1855
* effocl will be very bad on the morals of the newly-arrived
* troope, a8 well as on the Queen’s eause in general.”

Enongh has been said to show how oreat were the diffi-
culties with which Mina in his brief career had to contend,
Only two things need now be disecussed, in the interests of
Listory, before allading to the cirenmstances under which
with health ntterly broken the ill-fated goneral disappeared
from this command, These two points are, first, the number
and distribution of Mina's and Zumalacarreguy’s troope at
the most eritical part of the time under consideration in this
chapter; and seeond, the personal ability of Mina as com-
Pared with his subordinates.
; date assumed for the consideration of the first point
18 February 1, 1835, The following is the return of the
uuﬂcnjﬂ troops in Navarre on that day. 1t does not inelnde
thoge in I!i;r,cuy, or those, if any, en route from Madrid ; and
the many casualiiog which had oceurred sinee Mina assnmed
P‘.];'El?;:,mm&ﬂ-d had sorely reduced the nmmbers which Colonel
lmfa ';'j*”-ﬂlﬂ!iteli avallable when he first arrived at Pamp-

+ but the yeturn repregents the foree on that date
o
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which Mina counld ren.ﬂ.r.l}r contrel for his own ope
slthomgh those shown in garrisons wore not a‘m:lﬂ.b w*
field sorvien, For the reader’s information the numbe -
alzso appended of troops belonging to the Queen in the Py
vinees of Aluva, Bisenyn, snd Guipuscon, and aleo of & f8
other garrisons than those actually in Navarre: 'I:nr.f 3
reckoning Mina's resources, these factors must hl—‘ cautiong
eliminated :—

1. Dmtrisorion oF Quoees's Troors td Navarse. F
lst Fob,, TEGG,
4 ECLETEan 2 g A FILiL fin PHERA, .
Thee tlimse o Drigudiers () a5 ¥

e 3rd Regt. of Girons .. 400
u Tiradorea .. ok - o e AN

OF all Tunks,
4 Battalion Grenadiers of the Gnard, 1st Regt. . B0 I!
1| o b i w  ind Rent, .. HOk :
l b 53 5 Taf ﬂm
1 = Begt, of Biguenza .. i 401
' - w of Zararoz .. e . 8O0
3 o s 0f Prinoesaa .. . 1600
2 0 w Ulthe Line .. . 10AM)
1
]

(b} Brigade of Brigudier Oenfie,
1 Battalion 4th Hogt. of the Guards .. o E |

2 i Gth Hegl, of the Line 5 . 10060
() Brigade of Brigedier Lopez,
2 Batlalions Begta, of the Line o e . 1000
1 Battalion Best, of Alrica .. o y . 400
Cavalry of the Guard ., . v = w40
{ll} Higade of H:".t',gm.!'-z'm' (Frerren,
1 Battalion Regt. of Estremadura ~ £ w200
Cavalry of the Line .. - - - oo DI
(e Brigade r.:.l".ﬂ'ﬂgud:.ﬂr Tinares, ol
Infantry . it 2 o3 .o 2600
Cavalry .. e as oy = a v GO0
Grand Total Field Force in Navarre, from :
{[L:J £ [L'l]-., all ranks = T 14000

In the Provines of Alava there was a column of o 24 i
In Biscaya there were the columns of Espartero and Yuarte

And in UHJ.FIHELE'-B. the colomn of Janregui ..

'11‘3[31 ey i T T LR i "..:I
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m-{uﬁa of 6,000 men, to & certain extent useful to Mina,
wiss fo & greater extent embarrassing, His movements were
Mnﬁhﬂ mﬂy by these eolumne,

In the garrisons the force was partly of regular troops
and partly of militia or urbanos. A considerable proportion,
2000 men, scem to have been held ready for occupying
&aﬂ.ﬁ u.n& villages on the communications of the (Queen's
eolumng, for it goon became evident that no cordiality to her
cange existed among the possantry. This special foree was

vonstituted as follows = ok ks
1 Battalion of Castite 5 2 .. - GO0
T i w Yalladolid .. T. e . w400
& i 4 Dondova o - i e « 200
Detpchmints - -+ i e e BOD
Urbanos . 1 = > e 20
Total L3 - = e F0CC

The more permanent garrisons were as follows :—
drd Regt, of Cordovna ..

Logrogp | 15t Dattalion Regt. Bourbon .. | lofantry 2400

15t Battalion FProvincials - | Cavalry 400
Cavaley .. »4 o 4
OF ATl Ranks,

Tudeln |, -- 000 Regolera and 150 Urbance .. 850
Estella  , RUCaRERy ‘s i w200
Los Arcos .. 160 = . b o 160
Lodosg, . < 50 Urbanos o B
Yiana . 260 Rexulars and 1nrD Url:m.m .. 400
Leruj 3 U - Larahmm.m - = SRR
Thjalla . - 230 Carabincers ¥ = o BH0
Perslty . -« o Camabineers and 30 Urlanos .. &D
Capurso . .- 80 Carabineers = a: v 80
Tusreny ., .= 90 Carabineers -2 % « B0
Heharni-Aranaz 200 Regulars -+ o e SN0
Ulnzagutey ey i & . O
Yilla Fronca |, a0 | e
SOt o8BGS i " < 38D
Borgura .. mwp 7 S AT
Uchandiany " | B i o2 .. 150
Puento o Reyna 150 .. 150
Elizondy |, - 500 Hngulura and B0 Uri:.mn::a « G20
Lieconbier vy B0 TRy s . 400
s, gy o R
Cudreity, . 11 Urbanos " o 11

Total in Garrisons - o 120
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Tt will be interesting now to see what force Don Carlos hai
oppose to Mina and his brigadiers. The following estimg
is based npon the official Carlist returns of the 1st Janna
1835, but it would be wise to deduct at least 2500 from §
total on acconnt of sick, wonnded, and incomplete battalia
in order to arrive at the real Carlist force. '

The Carlist foree in Navarre was as followe : —

10 Battalions Infantry
Infantry 2 Companies of Guides
Ezcort of Don Uarlos

Tapoers and Carabincens
Cavalry % Don Carlos” Eacort ..

Grand total of all ranks ..

In Alava, the Carlists had a Torce of
in Guipnecoa 2 - e - A
in Tacaya - - - - e bRLAN

And the escorts of the Juntas of "-.u.mrrc:, Bisgaya,
Alava, and Guipmseoa were about .. ¥ .. 4§85

Taotal 5 i ¥ oo TR

inereasing, while those of the Christinos were diminighi i
during Mina's term of command. With these ligures,
the knowledge of the difficulties which Mina had to encount
at the hands of the Madrid Government and the basg
pensantry, and with the faet before us that his liculends
were certainly nnlucky and apparently incapable, the qm
tiom next arises—and this iz the second point to be .:;:
gidered,—How did Mina by his personal efforts nn:lEﬂ.T'
justify the expectations entertained of him and to naint
the Queen’s cause ? b

The investigation of this point iz the only pleasing &
to the stndent of this parl of the Christing campaign. A
wis brave, waes active, was loyal to his Sovereign and to 8
own reputation. Finding himself indifferently served,
watched and reinforced his hesitating columns. Ear
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M he had despatched Orua to raise the siege of Asuunl
Eligondo. Oran  immediately got into diffienlties, from o e
which Mina himself Lad to extricate him. The Carliste re-
{iring, Mina in person escorbed a valuable convoy from the
French frontier, and had hardly reached Pamplons before he
had again to march to the relief of Llisondo, an operation
in which he sueceeded, but in which he wns wounded. His
personal energy and courage on these and other occasions
ware remarkable, and his success in most was complete. The
parrative is refreshing, save in one respect. Mina's cruelties,
eapecially al Lecaroz, will be alluded to in the next chapter
but 1t may be gaid here that they proved injurions instead of
helpful to the Qmeen’s cause. The utmost suceess which
eruel mensures can attain in eivil war is sullen submission,
and that only while the coercive measures are at hand,
Adberents are never won by fear, nor is enthusinsm,
milence may be seonred or apparvent inaction, but sympathy
may be afforded in many ways that are practical without
being public. Crnelty is so often the mask of an unjust
camse that an ignorant pessantry may be forgiven for
imagining {hat it is ite natural expression. Loyally which
i? enforead at the point of the bayonet is at the best a mere
lip-service. After the massaere of Lecaroz, Mina igsued a
proclamation in which he said, “ From this day will date the
* real wor of Navarre, . . . This afternoon I delivered over
“ this village to the flames, and its inhabitants have been
3 shot, one ont of every five, for their crimes. The very
:: same end is reserved-for all masses of inhabitants as well
) g for every individual who ehall follow the example of
Lecaroz, 1 am resolved to put an end to this obstinate
:: 8nd shameful rebellion by ull wiys and means, unless you
i shall como to me who am slways disposed to pardon youw
. Eﬁmr&sn! remember that I know how to keep my pro-
mige.” Tg it to be wondered at that a eanse which pro-
fessed o be (hat of liberty and patriotism failed fo thrive
:ﬂ such arguments as thege, emphatically the arguments of
e::;ltﬂ fuIBEE? At the best a reluctant assistance might be
ficted in the presence of superior numbers, but it was
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certain fo be followed by a reaction of indignation,
strance, and systematic hostility,

This truth dawned at last on Mina, who was noa g o

reasoner, but, like most soldiers who are nothing

8 most slavish and dogmatic pupil of the o posm "'j'

gchool of argnment. That a momentary doubt as to the

policy he ultimately deeided upon had ocenrred fo bis

before is apparent from some words which he nsed i m

Cal. Wylde, conversation with Colonel Wylde so ecarly as Decemhber
E‘E_"fj:l““* 1834, He then said that it was his fized determinstion
1834, endeavour to change the character of the war by givin :
quarter and treating his prisoners with kindness, unless

they were officors. His good resolutions were bul ephe

eral ; 1t was not nntil experience had taught him that ﬂl

WAT Was ﬂl'll'_"," embiftered and prolonged h;,r umrl’rj that hi

took any serious steps to make the campaigne in the nortl

more civilized. And then it waa too late for his own "“1'.'-

tation. Some say that his failing Lealth compelled him o

lender his resignation; others maintsin that his wunt -','

success was more than Madrid politicinns could stand, = 1
endangered their own tenure of office. Be thie as it may, B

wad virtually replaced by Valdes, the successor of Lﬂ,nﬂﬂr
Minigter of War, and now appointed to the command i
Nuvarre, before any practical steps were taken lowards f
negotiation of that measure so honourable to England, whie

wad intended to humanize the war, and wlmln to a gre

Col. Wylde, extent snoceedsd—ihe Eliot Enn‘mﬂtiﬂﬂ. Un the 9th Ap ;_
_',,:;‘,f,']{“‘{';“’ Mina received information that Lord Eliot hed arrived af
(L Bayonne on his humane mission, and was requested to afford
him every facility. He complied al onece, and expressed &

gtrong desire for a personal interview. This never appests

to have taken place ; nnd with the appearance of Lord F .

on the stage, Mina's name vanishes from the narrative of the

war in the Basque [,‘m;mtrjf It is nstrange instance—mn e

than once repeated in this civil war—of historical justios:

With the disappearance lv u great extent of an utberly
inhnman conduct of the war in Navarre comes the retire

ment of n general to whose mind such inhumanity mes ,,-_
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» and strategy. The inhumanity remained for years
ma and Aragon, beyond the soothing influence of
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FI‘H_E wholesale massacres of wounded and prisoners '
Lad been perpetrated by boih Christino and Cag
genersls doring the war, had awakened the mfhgna ot
every civilized community. Nowlere were the fealines
humanity more oulraged than in England, where an
sense of raapr:rumhlhtjr for the ntrocilies which were et ;
mitted war naturnl in view of the fact that the En
Government had taken a slightly official part in the wa
snd that FEnglish—albeit mercenary-—regiments were S04
to be exposed to the cruelties against which the whi :
Europe protested. ]
The pressure of public opinion in ]i.nglsmd 18 alwnys ﬂ‘h‘
on & government ; and when the question is one of humanif
even if much clonded with yague sentiment, the press
irresistible.  Lord Eliot was despatehed to Spain to neguti
the terms of a Couvention between the belligerents, w
would ensure the ordinary luws of civilized warfare b
obeyed. It was an difficull task, Each party had irum
first branded ita opponents aa rebols, and yel both et
asked to meel one wnother on equal terms, and tn discis
mabters with ull the formality of recognized u:.'j'
There was also another reason, which it was difficult to 8 ,
for retuining the brutal system whieh it was sought to abolis
Men who wore not deeply interested in the cause for wh
they fought, yet fought bravely enough with a halter rom
their necks, in the cortain lmnwladgc that death aws -"'
them as surely if taken prisoncr as if they faced it on
battle-lield. With the disappearance of this eortainty mi
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perhaps come a lack of ardour—a rveluetance to fight, That
this nneasiness among the leaders on either side was not
o dless was soon apparent. The Convenlion had barely
m gigned ere omo of the English Commissioners, in
leseribing ome or two instances of cowardly surrender of
hrga-hﬁdiaa of troops, and desertion en masee, was obliged ol Wrlde,
fosay: “1 fear thig shameful behavionr on the part of the E:ELP_]E';‘“’
# froops may in some measure be attributed to the offect of 1835
# the recent Convention.”

Btill, althongh the reasong for objecting to the Convention
were strong, the argnments for econcealing their objeclions
were—with both Christinos and Carlists—infinitely stronger,
In the first place, it 18 a hazardons experiment for any leader
to defy public opinion, and to deliberately alienate public
sympathy, In the second plaee, had guch an idea existed,
the time was unfavourable for its expresion.  DBoth in
Englind and Franee very strong efforts were being made to
secure armed intervention in Bpain on behall of the consti-
tutional eunse ; any reluctance on the Convention question ot
Madrid wonld {berefore be dangerous to the fulfilment of
their wighes; and o refusel at Don Carlos’s head-quarters to
take part in & movement so humane would give his enemies,
’Fhu‘a}:[ in London and Paris, o ery which wonld almost
mevitably precipitate the very intervention which he dreaded.
If'mi Palmerston had read the situntion, like a book: his
Wﬂ"'irﬂ remain yel in the Foreign Office; and on the 9th of
April, 1835, na alated above, (veneral Mina, who was then nt
Pﬂf‘P]ﬂuﬂ with his hoad-quarters, learnt that Lord Tliot had Letterfrom
flm‘l.*ﬂﬂ. 8t Bayonne; and Le was at the same time requested, Eﬂﬁﬂ;r.ﬁ
b ﬁ.n:n hﬂgﬂﬂglﬂ, to give the necessary orders to the eivil L'is;:.-'_-:-n.n-E,
m_hl military authorities under his command, to ensure that ’;'t{;:.]‘
1133 Lordship shonld meet with no obstructions from them on
his ronto to the head-quarters of Don Carlos. There conld be
Mt;ﬂ-“ﬂ mewer. Mina at once complied, and wrote himself—
Eﬁﬁ”‘lf{h n wretched health—a letter of welecome to Lord

4108, in which he requested him to sco Colonel Wylde before
'"mhm_g Don Carlog. Lord Eliot consenting, Colonel Wylde
We6 him at Trurzun, and they agreed to go together on the



Col. Wylde,
.I.-Cl_ﬂ'hlﬁu,
April 20,
1835,
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Vittoria road, until it should be necessary for Jolon
Wylde to quit it in order to resch General Valdez's e
quarters, that officer having now officially sssnmed coMmAY
of the Christino army of operations, viee Mina, superseded,
the plea of ill-health at his own request, or by order of
government, 4

Colonel Wylde's knowledge of the state of affairs
played iteelf so clearly during the journey to Tord lig
that he decided on teking him the whole way. It wi
found, however, that for the present thiz would be imy 31 bl
Colonel Wylde's name not being mentioned in the " g
conduet " bronght to Echarri Aranaz from Don Carlos, by i
officer who was to condnet Lord Eliot to the Carlist e
quarters. The difficulty wus o happy one, in one sonse, fof
it has aflorded a most intercsting glimpse of the relation
of the Carlist generuls to one another and to Don Carlos
They procoeded until they enconntered the first
troops, nnder Ituralde; and as they went, were met __
deputation from the Juntn of Navarre, welcoming with
plaintive eloquence the prospeet of a retnrning hnmanity &
the regions which it Lad g0 long abandoned. Colonel Wylds
remained with Ituralde, while Lord Eliot proceeded
Begura, where the Carlist head-quarters now were, whenge
he hoped to send without delay a passport for his late L0
panion ; and where, at all cvents, he would be eafe nnfil
permission conld be obtained for him to proceed to Valdes!
head-qnarters. ]

Ko sooner, however, had Lord Eliot left, than a cha |"
came over Ituralde. Flushed by the excitement of a sort
diplomatie importance which had been nnexpectedly forced
upen him, he had undertaken mors than in his cooler
moments he felt justified in performing, After all he wag
but n general of division ; there was a Commandar-in-ch _'
who had to be consulted, and Zumalacarreguy was not the
least tenacious of men. Above him, also, was Don Carlos,
nneertain of mood, jealous of interference, and now :--.-'.
nnder the dietation of his successful lieutenant. What if the

smbassador, whom he himeelf had treated with such courtesy,

™

1%
M
'
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nd whose assistant he had too hastily undertaken to protect,

o -_j_iqpmaﬂut a canse not favoured at Court P The more
‘&;:!P&uuht&ﬂ, the lesa did he like the prospect; and he
decided on n gafe, if somewhat humble course. Tt is not
for an English writer to crificise Ituralde severely; in his
.WE to myoid responsibility, that officer merely acted in
& manner which it is the apparent purpose of English
military education to encourage. That men have even in
England suceceded in epite of this system, and by greadily
pomrting responsibility, is no answer. Had they not suceceeded,
woe and recrimination wonld have fracked their steps into a
prompt obecurity ; but, as snceess is an exense whieh the
British public hungrily welcomes, so also it 15 one which the
disereet officinl 18 good enongh to necept with a sulky silence,
Itnralde gent for Colomel Wylde, told him that withont
Zamalacarreguy’s consent he could allow him neither the
wlternative of proceading to Vittoris, nor of remaining where
he wae: that the Commander-in-chisf was very jenlous of his
suthority : and that on the whole he had better go at once,
under his own escort, to Xumalacarreguy’s head-gquarters.
Naturally construing this adviee as an order, Colonel
Wylde at onee accompanied Ituralde to Enlati, and spent a
long time in golitude while the two generald consulted. In
his anxiety to justify himsolf, Ttnralde seems to have failed
m oxplaining tho state of the larger question; and Wylde
wis received by Zumalacarreguy with dark looks and evident
mistrust. But Colonel Wylde's inborn tast had received
ﬂ?nﬂi‘iffﬂhlﬂ polish and practice, both in Portugal and sinee
appointment as Commissioner in Spuin.  Pagsing by all
Hmere matters of detail, he nt onee explained to Zumala-
tarreguy that the gole ohject of the mission was to prevent
tnnecessary effnsion of blood eonsequent npon the present
!’“hﬂ‘fl‘ﬂﬂﬂ gystem of carrying on the war. The confidence
M himgelf which was implied in this candid statement
tftened Zumalaearreguy at onee, and inviting the Fnglish
migsioner to supper, he assnred him that, as far as he

himself wo eoncernad, no obstacles should be thrown in the
Wway of the Convention.
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Supper eame; but Colonel Wylde soon saw it
eritical moment had only now arrived, In the ='-==--__-
resentful oflicors, angry with the memories of Christ
atrocities, it would have been idlo to babble philan ey
platitudes. Buch a course wounld have only nfforded an ea
text for too ready preachers; and in the fierce history
their own grievances, he might as well have beaten the &
as have uttered humanitarian axioms. During the early i
of the meal, therefore, he did not lead the conve
beyond general subjects; and, being recognised by se a0
officers prosent as one who, in the recent War of Suceezsion
Portugal, had been able in his official eapacily to show thes
no small kindness, he found a subject which gave him
fortumate platform from which to urge presently his me
purpose. e commeneed- wisely, nol forcing the others
hands, bot judicionsly alluding to the main events of :
war, a8 yel undonbtedly in favour of the Carlists, T
impatient Zumalacarregny rose at the bait; and in all #
glow of conquest dragged forward the snbject nears
Colonel Wylde's Leart, by protesting Lis own readiness §
spare the lives of kés prisoners, if the Queen’s -”""i-
would agree to do so. Had he said no more, Colonel Wyld
would have atlained his purpose ; but Zumalacarreguy wen
on to nssert that any slanghtor of wonnded or prisoners, o
which he had ns yet been guilty, had been merely by way ¢
reprisals. It was an awkward moment. Had the Engligh
man let the nssertion pass unnoliced, the hanghty Chris Hinas
would certainly have resented it, and nnforeseen compli:
eafions might have strangled the young Convention in 168
birth. On the other hand, to argne the point, he heing on
against so many, would have been hagardous in the extreme,
for the suceess of his argnment might have meant the defes
of his cause, while his own defeat would have implied th
accoptance of the first wlternalive. The frankness of hi
natare saved him.  He ventured conrageously to say that
similar protest to that just made by Zumalscarreguy bl
been made to Lim by General Mina, on his ngsnming the
command ; and that he believed this intention had ouly
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]ﬂpﬁn&ntﬂ& on sceount of the massacre of certain Urbanos
ﬂi‘ﬁ]}, Franes, Tt wae a bold card which the Enghishman

laved. and had he played 1t with the Carlist general in
private, it would have lost him the game. The massacre in
gﬁ!ﬁﬂl was ernel and indefensible @ fuce to face, and alone,
Ynmalacarrogny, eonsciong of his weakness, wonld have
blnstered and raged and lashed himself into a seli-righteous
fary, Bub there were keen-cyed men at that table who
knew the true story, who would have detected the admitted
erime under all the angry froth, and who would—with
Spanish jealongy—have rejoiced at the flaw in their idel.
Zumalacarregny knew it; he commenced to exeuse and
defend it in halting terme; he went on fo strengthen his
case by recounting similar atrocities on the part of his
opponents, and he endeavoured to cover his rotreat in the
argument by boastfully quoting instances where he had
given quarter o Lis prisoners, and not the sword. But the
game wus won. Colonel Wylde had placed him upon his
defence, ingtead of driving him into fury, and he pressed
his sdvantage no forther. After gupper he received his
reward by being called by Zumalacarreguy into his private
room, aud authorized to give to Lord Eliot his consent on
“ﬂ?:'tﬂill eonditions fo a cartel for o general exchangs of
prisaners.  Being slill in the excusing, defensive, and hall-
salisfied mood, the Carlist general went on to urge that he
tequired no conditions, and that he was ready in future
to set all prisoners at Liberty at onee, on their promise not
to serve aguinst Don Carlog—notwithstanding the disparity
 numbers existing between the prisoners on either side—
ﬁﬁ“n.llr he really wanted was their arms.

Wlhh thiz an anxious day and night came to an end; the
formalitios had, it is true, to be carried oul al Begura, but it
wag “-? the suppor-table at Enlati that the Eliot Convention
Was virtually coneluded.
mﬂﬂﬂﬂ' Worning Colonel Wylde started for Bogura, and after
; ¥ misadventures reached Alzazus, where he found the
iqumd pasgport from Don Carlos.  Immediately after see-

& Lord Eliot, he was prosented to the Pretender, and was
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guilty of hm firast and very natu.ml blunder. Don COar

received him so cordially that he was tempted, in his in

cenes, fo tell him of his snecess with Zumalnearregny.

once there was a change ; a change which subsequent o

sultation with his ministers only intensified. Hesentin

presumption of his suecessful genernl in daring to take &

prominent part in the transaction, he muttered gloomi

“ He mnst obey my ordors, whatever they may be” Iiw

an undignified, a foolish expression of jealousy ; he dared n

differ from Zumalacarreguy ; he knew that the Conventis

wis now virtually arranged, and that he himself might ohi

or not without the slightest effect,  With a childish atier _-

to make the mission forget his real powerlessness in som

show of kingly atate, he ordered a parade of the troopss

his head-quarters. It was a sorry sight; the etiquette

court, which he kept up with all solemnity, eonld not congs

the fact that he had only four weak battalions at Segur

belonging to Frase’s division, most of them clad in peass

clothing. The farce was looked at without comment, but @

the 23rd April Lord Eliot and Colonel Wylde started for$

real head-quarters, the camp of Zumalacarreguy, the Warwie

of the Carlists, 9

Much fighting, which now ocenrred between the hostili

armies, and which is allnded to elsewhere, separated

misgionaries; but their purpose was fulfilled, and after som

oscillation between the camps of the two generals, Zumunls

earregny and Veldes, Lord Eliot concluded his humsn

Convention on the 27th and 28th April, 1835, |

E-rl'zi'l'll"rr'fl 1, To the very last there were difficultics, which even tﬂ:r

May 1r1’ end of the war seemed likely to defeat all the efforts of 1l ]

188, English Government. On the lst May, 1835, the Ch f-'f-

general Serrosa put to death the prisoners he ]::ad taken &

Guernica, and the excuse given by Zumalacarreguy that I

had only on that very day received the Convention Elgﬂﬂﬂ::_

Valdez wae simply disgracefnl, he himself having signed !

BOTNE dujfs before, and being therefore morally bound h]f

Mapy,  Provieions. A few days later, with arch cunning, Zum
1845, carreguy wrote to Colonel Wylde, pointing ont that as §
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ha Convention only extended to Navarre and the three

e Provinces, and urging him to get the generons wish
the Britiel nation extended to Catalonis and the rest of
How sincers was this Carlist wish, lot the coming
‘glary of Cabrera’s butcheries in the North-enst Proviners
mmdﬁuuﬂ witness | Vet later, on ascertaining that Eng-
Tigh and French mercenaries were to be enlisted against him,
Don Carlos issmed a decres that  all such ag shall fall into Dt
“our hands shall, after time being given them to perform et
“ fheir religious duties, be instantly shot.” TLord Palmerston
sunt immediate orders to Colonel Wylde to procerd to Don Furrign
Carlos’s hoad-gquarters, to demand an mterview, and to lodge Eﬂ'f:_’,"‘h’
awritten protest ngainst snch conduet, adding that, * The 1835.
“ British Government will not permit the Convention, which
“ was uegotiated and signed under the mediation of Grest
“ Brituin, to be violated with impunity.” Complying with
these instructions, Colonel Wylde obtained access again to
Don Carlos, und, in the same lotter in which he reported the Este,
wntder 6f somo men of the Fnglish Togion in cold blood by At 2,
the Carlists, he described his interview with Don Carlos,
Who distinetly stated that he had issued the objestionable
deeres aftor maluro reflection, and that he considered the
Convention of Lord Eliot as not con templating foreign troops,
which were therefore beyoud its pale.
; There was, it would thus soe, a cortain palicy of coneilig-
tion on the part of the Carlists in their ready seceptance
of the humune advice of England, and a determination to
Yiolate the Convention where a loophole, real or fancied,
S4¥e an opening. Ti cannot be stated with truth that this
Policy was unknown at Madsid, or that the Chriskino generals
VOI0 Iree from a similar determination. But the action of
the Brftlﬂh pPeople and {heir government was nevertholess
lmﬂﬂhﬂuiiml and hurlna.nizj.ug; it may indeed have prolonged
bt P wdr of exfirpation into one of lreachery and procras-
from UE?T* but it saved the pages of recent Bpanish history

“g blurred and stained with many tales which

:"'{1:'“]"1 have outraged Christianity and ealled for the execra-
Hof the civilized world.

1
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History—dificult though be the tagk—mnst, to ba worf
of the nnme, strive alter impartiality. There is a dangzer

visiting om one gide in a war all the sing of
To the believer in the rights of the Christines there
n risk of assuming that the butcheries which el
forth the Eliot Convention were in the main t.l'm .__::
of the Carliste. Justice compels the student to proj
tion the orimes not unequally, althongh parhapﬂ
earlieet of them lay at Carlist doors. A single ane h;
from an unbiassed pen, will show that the method
earrying on war by the Christino generals was not nn __
to eall for reprizals, and to horrify civilization. Tt :
the month of March, 1835, General Mina had marched £
Ehsondo to Bt. Lstevan, in search of two mortars anﬂ
howitzers with which t]-m Carlists had annoyed his outpo
and store depots, and which he had reason to believe th
had concealed during their retreat before his main 4‘"
He halted the first day at a Carlist village, Leearoz, &
having surronnded it with his troops, he collected uﬂl
male peasants he fonnd in it in front of the ehurech, Lré
by lot four of them out of twenty-two, shot them, and Uk
burut the whele village. Marching fm'v;nrd to other villag
he threatened them with the same fate if the puns
found within forty-cight hours, As a matter of course, th
were found ; peasant reticence ‘eonld not resist the criesd
wolnen and {‘hllﬂrrn fearing to be widows and crrphﬂnﬂr
the entreaties of the sick and the aged, who geemed o
to feel the smoke of the incendiary stifling them, Em-']
the walls that had been so long their home :-mml}]mg AT

But sueh warfare as this not merely ealled for reprisals
merely led to Conventions ; it has perpetuated between &
Pyrenees and the Ebro an enmity and a hatred which &8
denthless, and, ag parent tells his child such tales ne that
Lecaroz, he stamps into its young coul his own wild B
distinet nationality, whieh 1t is l.llﬂ hope of wike and bﬁﬂ
lent legislation some day to obliterate! Bo is 1t tl'lﬁi
evil that men do lives after them, '

..

vy ‘tl



.

CHAPTER IY.

Varoez,

THE system of gelection, which wae destined after many
failares to find in Esparlero s Commander-in-chief
worthy of his cause, bronght to the front, as suecessor to
Mina, Ceneral Valdes, then Minister of War. Valdez was as
saperior fo Mina in knowledge of the science of war ns he was
bis inferior in nerve, His scientific knowledge fuiled, partly
Becanse hie was pilted against an enemy who did not under-
stand it, and partly because he had to give proof of it nnder
eircumetances which were singularly favourable to his motives
bemg misnnderstond. Civil war is not a happy arena for
the display of strategy, althongh in no war is a determined
ond impresgive gystem of tactics more necessary and impor-
tant. Valder saw af once, on nssuming the command, that
fheonree of weakness and of not unfrequent defeat to the
Quean's armies was the number of posts and villuges
cecupied by handfuls of troops, defencoless against artillory
fmij. and very difficult in the midst of an unfriendly popn-
tion to provision even to a moderate extent. He decided
0 abandoning sueh ; and in an eneimy’s conntry his conrse
Would have beon the only wise one. DBut in a eiwdl war,
With a pensantry watehing the ebb and flow of military
SCeEs in order to decide with which side they can most
loly throw in fheir lot, the abandonment of a single
8¢ 4y produee inealeulable injury. The disappearance
:EE&EIQHHBH'H troops from any post, and the substitntion of
e arlist garrison, may have been sound strategy, but to
'Enorant and nnreasoning pessnut 1t looked like defeat.
n 2
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Vuldez carried this erotchet of El,handﬂjli_]lg places

were dillicull to defend, to an extent which was almost f

The maxim he lnid down to himsell was to concentrate

troops for more deeided action by removing them fig

poste which were unable to resist artillery fire. As, howos

the fortnne of war also compelled him to evacuate Elisond

Urdache, Irun, Tolosa, Bergara and Durango, it wes o

natural that the Basque peasantry should class the plage

which were abaudoned on strategical grounds with the

which were surrendered to the viclorious troops of Zu

carregmy.  After the Queen'’s armies had retreated -.1:::

the Ebro, leaving in the beginuing of June the whole of

Bastan in the hands of the enemy, it was of litlle practie
consequence what had been the motives of Valdez in aly

doning certain places. I strategy, alzo, had been displag

Amunl  under such a eloud of defest that on-lookers might be renso

T ably exensed for having failed to detect it. Tlis compmig

commeneed with a grave defest at Guernicn, followed by

brutal muassacre of prisoners ; this was sneceeded by

render of the garrison of Trevino hefore Valdez could -'_

it. Dilbao and even Vittoria were fhreatened: and t

{1 E1|1 ‘H’F]’jlie the incapable or the unlucky, was atlacked on t]m 2eth 1 5'

Jume 1. &b the Pnerto of Dofin Maria, when on the way to eo-c .-.r_._'_'

M. with Valdez, by a vory inferior force, and was defeat
utterly, his troops behaving in & very ﬂﬂ&.tardl‘} m,mnar,

threatening their own u]lu ere 18 they tried to rally thes

Annusl - Then, in Lha words of 4 contemporary writer, © Vills Fre

}lﬁ;m’ whwh forms one of the most important antmns in fl

”muuntmn prascs, was nexl attacked, and surrendered al

‘aalege of w few days. . .. In the beginning of 4 :Z="

# the wlmle of the Bastan was now clenred of the ¢

Col, Wrlde, ** troope.”  When Valdez commenced his operations, hﬂ-

;"::Plﬂﬂﬂ-r & columu uunder his immediate command of some TUE

1835, infantry and 400 cavalry, with whieh he united ut Pamplot

3000 available men belonging to the divisions of ,_.;;.

Vigo and Gurrea. His intention was al first to pssume 18

offensive, and to hang on Zwmnalsenrreguy’s own foree; b

he soon found that he would be forfunato if he conld 8
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moderate suceess on the bare defensive. ITa was
elduced ultimately toa policy of inaction on the south side
f the Ebro, while the Carlist leader was menacing Bilbao
id at the same lime threatening Castile.
{.&;auiy #8 May 1t had become apparent to Valdez that
his fures in the disturbed provinees was wholly inadeqnate,
and that there was no possibality of putting an end to the
war withont foreign aid.  On LhLis point a change of opinion
bad come ovor the wholo army; and foreign intervention,
whieh would Lave been seonted two months bafore, was now
lovked forward to with satisfaction. The only qualification
lay in the strongly-expressed desive that the co-operating
foree should ha composed of British and Portngmese rather
than Freuch troops, The national jealousy of the French
which is innate in Bpaniards was incrensed by & very
mbural doubi of the sineerify of the professions made hy
France. On the 14tk May, YValdez assemblod his officers and Clol. Wylde,
invited their frank opinion on this question of forelgn nid ; m:"fﬂ"’
atd all, with the exception of two, stated their conlidence 1555,
that withont, it the war conld not be brought to & concinsion,
This was & serious polilical ns well as military eon-
#iderntion, 'The Eliot Clonvention, which the Conservative
Government in England had, in the interests of humanity,
succeaded in catablishing, had caused much jealousy and
md_iﬂ'ﬂ“ﬁtm among unressening patriols and interested
Politicians at Madrid. But while the Intter nsed it as
m’-"“fﬂ}' auother fulerum for (heir ever-ready lever of atlack
“E':?I‘EEI. the government, the former resented the voice of
foreign interforence in the way even of philantliropy, and
Mrended loat any eonvention on any anbject might seem to
8%0 & recognilion to the Carlists ns balligerents instend of
ere rebels, So strong was the feeling on the subject in
Madrid that riols and disturbances were frequent: the aid
of the troops was required by the Chambers, and the lifo of
ome of th Ministers, Martinez de la Losu, was threatened
the mgh. The anxieties of the weary but faithful Qneen-
regont Were inereased daily by snch political diffieultics and
leulonsics, Bug i mere philantbrople intervention from
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abroad exeited such indignation, what would be the res
of nctive military assistance from other Powers? B
aid wonld imply a eonfession that the rebellion was on
great s scale to be encountered by the government?
the country; in other words, that it was no mere rel
lion at all, but almost a national movement. Span
pride would be intolerant of such intervention: and in §
provinees of Catalonia and Aragon, the waverers whﬁ
been prevented from joining the Carlists by the exag
reports of Christino victories and the noisy Lunbﬂm
the rebels, would be precipitated wholesale into the »
the enemy by an action which would virtnally -.---;-'
their superiority, and proclaim the failnre of the goves
ment to assert its power. That snch foreign aid would
readily granted, does not seem to have been for u ‘f:"f;
doubted. A change of gn?ernme-nt had again ocen
England ; the W]nga were again in office ; and Lord F
merston, mth his strong Christino proclivities, was =-_'-:,_.,
Foreign Becretary. 3
The articles in the Quadruple Treaty which aifeet
England limited, it was true, her obligations “ to supply
“her Catholic Majesty with ench arms and munitiong o
“war ag ghe might stand in need of, and, if neccssary, !
“ papisting her with a naval force.” But, with the charactes
istie pride of Spuniards, it was believed, both in Madrid al
in the army, that Fngland, France, and Portugal, we
thirsting to share in the glories of stampmw ont the ins@
rection, and would not be too literal in interpreling &
vhligations laid upen them. Portugel had, under fr._..
Qmid_rupl{- Alliance, aceopted an u]::u]'.lgutmn to send nssis
in any form, shonld her Catholic Majesty desire it; ﬂ *"
may be eaid here, in passing, that the Portugruese E'rﬂ
ment did now consenl 1o send a body of troops to
operate with the Christino armies, and kept their promis
before the year expired. Dut England and Franee B4
given no such pledge, although, as stated above, the Spanis
Government did not doubt that these conntries -
travel beyond the actual letber of their contract. '
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L.-'-_ﬁl#? were, however, mistaken. Intelligence reachod the
army my ot the 22nd June, 1835, that England and Franee had

rofused to interfere. A foeling of blank dismay came over
the English Commissionsr. He was no pessimist, but he
knew the slate of the Quoen's army. o felt thut the sneecss
of the Queen’s eause, nnaided, in the disturbed provinces waa
now hopeless; that at the hest it might be possible to
preserve Lhe ling of the Thro, and to retain possession of
Pomplona and that more lovel part of Navarre known as
the Ribera. Tho commnnications with Togrono by Puente
ls Reyna, aud Lerin, wonld thus he kept open; but the
temamder of the provinees had already been vncated by the
Queen's froops, with the exception of Vittorin, San Sebastian,
Buntander und Bilbao, and of these four, Vittoria required

“tore," exclnimed Colone Wylde, “ will, however, ba much
“ worse, if there is any change in the opinions of the inha-
“bitants of Castile or the other provineces, or if the distinetly
* Carlist and ultra-Radieal elements in the arm y develope.”

Eﬂgliﬂh G’ﬂ‘i’EI‘l'l]]lElIlt dﬂu}j_uﬁ'l to furnmizsh a ﬂl-l'ﬂﬁllg'ﬂl'lt-, had
fortunately the presence of mind to nsk that at all events
thﬂFurBigu El]l[ﬂtmeut Act lﬂIghf hG Hliapendcd, and that
.nu:hixu}-ity wight be given to the Spanish Government to
ise m England a mereenary foree of 10,000 men. Autho-
nty was granted by an order in Council, dated 10th June;
Nlll 8 gimilar arrangement was come to in Pariz.  The

strengthening, and Bilbuo was now in a state of gigge. “ Mat- Pamplona,

But the Spanish Minister in London, on finding that the Anoual

telligence renched the Queen’s army in the beginning of Col. Wylds,

July, und #lthough far short of what had been hoped, the

“Oncesion erented much delight, The Euglish Commissioner 1555

hot, however, overcome all hiz doubts and fears, for he
:Tutn: “Even if both the Englizsh and Trench forces tu-
#Eﬂfhﬂr amount to 20,000 men, it is doubtful if they will
“t]f énough, ag the Queen's nrmies have lost so much during
i - Past two mouths by the diggraceful surrenders of
Harrisong ™
Thﬂr Promised assistanco wae, however, cheering to the
Wueon'y #Imies, and annn]ring to Don Carlos. It was, thera
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can bo no donbt, hamiliating to the Bpaniards, and damagiy
to the government which had to perform so unpopular’

act; and in the treatment of the English Legion in 8
whiedi will bo diseussed § in the next chapter, there wasal
n coldnoss, a jealougy, and an injustice on the part of eneee
sive governments at Madrid, traceable to the fact ﬂmﬁ
necessity lor uulImg in lcrrmgn asgistance to quell a reb s11i
was felt to be injurious to the national prestige, and x
nnpalatable to the national pride.

Before passing to the story of the English Tegion
Spain, it may be mentioned that Yaldez, whose -;fj._'.
been even more dissstrous than Ming’ g, applied on the
June: to be relieved. His post, combined with the viests
ghip of Navarre, was offered to General Sarsfield, but
declined by him on the plea of ill-health ; and the eomm i_j'
wad then offered to and accepted by one who Las al -a-';___
appeared in these pages az u general of -:lr.mum—ﬂl:rrﬂﬂ

The state of the army which he wae called upon to 6o
mand, and the disposition of the provinees which he was 1;
reclaim for the Queen, wore not such as to afford m
encouragement fo Cordova, The promised troops ;‘
Tngland and France might do much to aid him in ;
operations, nlthough it was hardly to bo expecled that
wandering affections of Spaniards wonld be brought back &
their Queen by foreign bayonets. But more useful tha
hired legions for his purpose was the death hefore Bﬁbﬂr
the man who had been the soul of the rehellion, unﬂ I
disappeared just as Cordova assumed the place of t]m ebit:
ceastul Valdez—Zumalncarreguy.

There were mysterions circumstunces attending his deat
which will be disenssed alter consideration has been givet
to the force which was raised while the Queen’ 5 ATMiCE : ;
yet commanded by the general from whom this chupte
takes its name, b



CHAPTER V.

Tae Tuve Srony oF Tinn Brrrse Lusiow,

TEE somewhat inglorions, not very protracted, and de-
& videdly broken ecareer of the auxiliary fores under De
Lney Evang, which was permitted {o be raised in Fingland
for gervies wilh the Constitutionalist party in Spain, pre-
sénted so litfle that was attractive to the superficial student
of the war, that, ns is usnally the case, it was deliberately
condemned to oblivion, The course of this narrative will
show 80 many vecasions on which the services of the Ligion
lormed painful eontrast to what is generally expected and
obfained from British troops, that it may be as well to
state here, at the point in the story where the Legion first
APpenats, certain facts which may palliate shorteomings and
Vel invite admiration,
1t may bo admitted at the commencement that the eir-
Cimstances under which the Legion sprang into existence
Were very nnfavonrable. The force was very emphatically a
mereenary force, not in the mere semge of one serving for pay,
but also of oug serving for pay only. All thenobler feelings
of Patriotism, of anxiety for the approbution of his country-
"L, which enable the British soldier to face danger and to
endnye bardship, wers wanting to the legionary. His govern-
tment had distinetly refused to supply a land contingent of
“regular forces, and his engagement was a meore commereial
tion, the noblest feature in which was, 83 & rule, the
teristic love of adventure. Tn a degree nusurpassed

i : - o
1:1“11]-’ other nation, a conscionsness of such position
" ewmagenlate o British soldier.
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Th.{s special disadvantoge would have been enous
account for much that was uneatisfactory in the ew
the Legion, but it was aggravated by the eirenm
loeally, under which it was raised, De Lacy Evuns wus p
tically connected with Westminster ; and the foree was #a
mainly in that part of the mttrnpn'hs. As far as the pr
soldiers were concerned, this fact was coln parntive
material, althongh even in their case a considerable mis
ol agricultural reeruits would have been very bem
But that part of a hastily-organized foree which is (he
muportant—the officers and non-evmmissioned officers
to far foo great an extent from the commandant’s pelik
friends. Those wore the days of open voling—that I
bone of borongh Radicalism; and there were many wa
ing supporters whom a little patronage to their ‘
would eonfirm in their politieal ereed. Tt was mar
too, to behold the confidence with which they ki
to entrust to the general all their scapegrace relafi
wonld he but dub them caplain or major. The --:~--.-_-L"
that, although smong the officers of the Legion ther
goine real anlﬂmrﬂ and some who in Brasil, Purhl__,
¢lsewhere had seen n similar mercenary EIEI"i"iBEI, by far
greater part posscssed, it may be, conrpge and even enk
giasm, but little diseipline or military knowledge. Wi
as afterwards in Spain, weather is bad and ralions sea
enthusiasm is not unlikely to vanish; and il iv such & @
there is not in a military foree the backbone of diseipll
then woe be to that force and to the general who leans of

To meet these serious drawbacks, two things were nes
sury. Iirst, striet fulfilment of the contract by whiek
Bpanish Government and the Legion were bound; &
secondly, some prepauratory training before the force &0
menced operations, i

Had the terms of his engagement been rigidly adhes
the legionary, with his blunt English respect for o ba
wonld have done everything in his power to fulfil 1:.11!
of the agreement. What was, however, the ease?
whole eorregpondence connected with the Logion 18 u W :
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gomo reiteration of grievances: pay, months in arrears;
lothir g unissued, rations wanting, unjust interpretation of
agreement, cruel disregard ol sick and wounded, and
v deafnces to the appeals of the families of those
sho had fallen, Nor was Lhis list the full catalogue of
sritations ; they were nggravated to a shamefnl extent by
gvasive angwers and specions promises not meant to be ful-
filled. Throe times did the English Commissioner travel
from the north of Spain to urge on the Government that
the men wero starving, in rags, in arrears, and on the point
of dissolution, Three times did he return from Madrid with
nssnranees which were, at the best, but in small part fnl-
filled. With an emply treasury, the promises o pay of such
ministers a8 Mendizabul were lavish, and as apparently
singere a5 they were absolntely worthless, In the meantime,
the men of the Legion were selling their uniforms and
npcessarios to get bread ; and were dying like sheep in the
hospitals of San Sebastian and on the bare convent floors of
Vittoria. The officers, who were living on eredit where they
could obtain it, conld not say a word to the men in the way
of reproof; nay, it was the common remark that the loudest
remonstrances, nitered with little discretion, and in presence
of their dissontented mon, came from the officers themselves ;
sud that the expressions used above with reference to the
tagmalfies from sickness are not too strong, is proved from
the following fizures. Outb of a total force of 9600 nom-
Commissioned officers and men disembarked in Hpain during
Wﬂf}*ﬁ‘-ﬂlma monthe, there were no fewer than 8407
admissions into hospital from various causes, and no less
than 1588 deaths among the patients !
Lo prove also that sickness and discontent did not prevent
e of the Legion from doing their duty in the field

L.l'l'l'l I: Illrl IFLTIN

Mgk,

"en called npon, the following summary of the losses s

tween August, 1835, and May, 1837, affords ample

ovidenpe -
: Ulcsry, SeTpieanta, Rank suil File,
Killed - a1 0 24 Ex 413
Woundai -7 SR O T T S e 7
Total 908 154 2166

——— —— ——
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The eonsequences of illiberal interpretation of the
of the agreement as regarded duration of serviee
pengions for wonnds will be considered in clmcusumg
eollapse of the Legion,
The second step to meet the disadvantages of the origing
ﬂrgﬂmmtmn would have been a deliberate preliminary e
ing. Thig, lor many reasons, was impogsible.  The hﬂﬂ£
a eivil war, when each side was fighting for life as well &
supremney, wos not condneive to deliberation in any forp
Preliminary training of 10,000 men in England, ﬂf‘ﬁ'ﬂj’ﬂl{t 3
a starving treasury in Spain, wus of course ont of the o e
tion; and, however desired by Bir De Lacy Evans,
same training was impossible after arrival at San Sebaati 1=_
There was young blood in the ranke, and hot blood among ¢
officers ; there were not a few to "i'i']lﬂlu war meant plunde
and a great proportion to whom the monotony of garrison 1if
was intolernble.  Thero were Spanish troops in San '-:_':_
tinn who made invidions allusions to the last Tritish troop
who had served in Spain and made it one great ﬂal&f i
glory; there were daily romours in the air of vietoried § _
which the inglish were not sharing, and of defeats whit
the Tnglish felt they were paid to avenge: in a W{Jl"d
second step Lo meet the disndvantages of the original orga
zation was impossible, and the first was wanling,
result of the absence of the preliminary training was seen i
the nnsnecessful sally from San Bebastian with raw tm
which is mentioned elsewhere ; and the resnlts of the broke
contract have now to be nnrmtad 3
Perhaps the resdiest way of appreciating these rosnlts wi
be by reference to the diaries and letters of the Chief Englis
Col. Wylde, Commigsioner. Tn the summer of 1836 wo find him a3y =‘_
giﬂ!wﬁm * Unless the government pay more altention to Lhe waﬂiﬁ&
R by & the Legion than they scem disposed to do, there is nob #
Rk “smallest doubt but that a very large portion will
“ their discharge at the end of their first year's serviee
* pflicers being now sz, and the staff nine months in arre 4" :

#. . . General Cordova writes to Genernl Evans, Prn}fmg
i mdulgsnf{- promising averﬂ]nug and saying that if minis
“ters had a good mujority in the new Cortes, respoclahle
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“hankers wonld give them a good loan, . . . General Fryans
g ill with fever brought on by over-fatigue, or, T feur,
Hgtill more by vexalion in consequence of the trealment
- *he has experienced at the hands of the Spanish Government,
*no nolice having as yet been taken of any of his recom-
“ mendations for decorations or rank, or of his remonstrances
“pn the subjeet ; so mueh go that he has returned the Grand
“Lross of Bt. Ferdinand, not choosing to receive any honours
# himself nntil the claims of his officers were nttended to.”
 With a half-dizeiplined foree, premiszes such as these were
likely to produce but ons eonclusion. Aceordingly, we find
without surprise that some weeks later decided symptoms of gﬂl-“'}'ide,
insnbordination and discontent were exhibited b ¥ the Logion ; sapet fi,
thut one entire Tegiment refased to move off parade until ETEJE:; Ld,
gettled with ; that a greal part insisted on their discharge on \
the completion of their first year's service : that in this last
partienlar the officers showed a decided example of insubor-
dination, excited by the intelligence that the bills on En gland
which Lud been given them for pay had been dishonoured :
And thet those officers who had not gone the whole length of
mgisting on returning to England, had heen vary lond in
their murmurs in presence of the men, aud had thereby atill
frther nusettled them. The serious indisposition of General
Evans, in whom alone the men had any confidence, and the
fmourg that he intended returning to England next session
to agsmme his Parlinmentary duties, made matlers all the
more diffienlt. To the feelings of irritalion eansed by
neglect in the mutter of pay, and the beliel that econtrary to
thoir owp reading of their engagement they were to be kept Col. Wylde,
MTving o the end of the war without fresh bounty or re- E::ﬂ,xﬁu
onlistment, supervened an absolnte horror among the men July 28,
of hnving {0 pass another such winter as that of 1835-36 in =
Vittoria, where the diseomfort, gickness, and other neglect
from whiel, they suffored had swept them off by hundreds.

The story would be wonotonons were vne to recount the
tontinned nefs of insubordination on & more or less ex-
tﬂﬂ!lﬁl.l sealo which occurred, and which were only stifled for
b time by payments on aceount and by fresh promises. It
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was soon apparent that General Evans was regarded
coldly by all the Spanish generals, including Eapa
but with the exeeption of the one who knew him bk
amiable Janregui. 1t was nlso evident that the
injustice, which is very keen among English ac i
not very easily borne, waa not to be allayed any I
vain words; and that, in a manner quite resp&utfﬂl
oW Dﬂium-t of whose sympathy they lelt nssnved,
of the Legion wers dotermined to quit u serviee which
become intolerable, and to demand passage to :
There were panses in the movement towards colla
real work had to be done and there wes any prospes
servico in the field, but the movement was nevertheless
tinet. Dy degrees the roeusants were ghipped to Eng
and a new Legion, of mueh smaller dimensions, was for
nnder gomewhat amendod conditions, ont of those who
to remain, On the Ist July, 1837, the strength of :'- .
Legion was ns follows :— ~

Calguhonn s Cifleszra, Rergramts, Eank and Flle

3123, Rifles S T
Heoteh 4 25 S 25 £ 289
Irish o 21 i 28 < 204
Loneers 2 o3 == 26 T b i
Artillerr = 25 i 4 oy 209
Bappera o 2 o 4 Ea 52
Ambulanca . 1 . 4 2 i1

Total 5 122 11 1503
Grand Total - 1746

= It

So nnsneeesslul, however, were the new arrangements, |

on the 8th Ih*:*:*mh:*r 11':-.'3!:* the new Legion was ¢ ,:-
solved,* and, with the exeeptlions to be mentioned heres

* GeEnnran Orpen.

Frirow ScLDiERs,— Sam Belastiun, Mtk -
1 cannot allow the relstionship which has existed betw
canpe without offering to you in as slrong terma as T can CEeal

ungualifiod admirution of the unparalleled devotion with which Fovd -E

!
3



atulate you that you have shown not alene thal daring conraze
in the field which iz the marked characleristic of the British adldier,
Hi?*lhi- you have shown even more than his wonted paticues under

 The eonflich in which we have been engaged, has leen to you more
murderous than to the allies in whose ranks yon have foughts vou were
awnre. that wonnded or helpless, shonld you full into the Lands of the
mﬁyfﬂuhml oo mercy lo expect ;—Yon knew that no barbarity would
e wanting to heighten the suffarings of vour last moments ;—Yim knew
@ many of your comrades had been treated with the feroeily, ouly to e
expecled from the Iodian Bavage—But vour foarless Fiep WRS ever
'}Fﬁﬂ' when it led to the encmy, and your shout the most heartfelt when
eslled to the battle. Your privations | cannot eall to mind without u
thnllof indignotion in rellecting that many wers imposed wpon yon, not
by tnawideble neccssily, but by the omlpable neglect or the wilfnl
mlevalence of the individuals appointed by the Spanish Government to
superintend your equipment,

To their eternal infamy be it recorded that they allowed von to mect
’-hﬂ;ﬂﬂiﬂmmy of this eeason, exposed in the lines, most of you barefooted,
ud many without other covering to their pakedness than their great
Cild, This croelty T repeat was inflicted on you whem the slightest
MRertion o good fecling might bave remedied the evil. Yonr pay has
hﬂﬂ_hiﬂmml o mn iulo a Tong arrear. This was unavoidable from the
Eﬂm!ﬁll ewharrasaments of the Spanish Goveroment, and would, 1 feel
oonfident, have heen cheerfully bome by you; but when sccompanied by

mh?”“-tﬂ of injustice wnd il treatment, it has given e an epportunity
idﬂlﬂﬁlvmﬁ the Legion, and of declaring your enzagement with Spain at

Thiea months have ol apeed sines Telaimed from the Minister of War the
HELE of the 12th clause of your contract, and sinee then you have
mmmu& with exactness all the dnties required from you. No deter-
. from the government, in aoswer to my applicstion, has been
:m“mmﬁd to me. T undertake to demand redress for an injustice
s htﬂ ¥oU—L am met with an arbitrary order that a part of the
i n';tﬂﬂll'l Iay down ils arme. No asgnmytion of illegal aunthority,
ma ks fer by Wlm'f temporary power it may be backed, shall induce
E%ernm, yonr interests, and T will confidently appeal to our own
5 “BY for such redress as the justness of your cluims demauds,
SHEFlion of mine shall be wanting to sdvocate your rights; aud
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fewer than 52 were officers. The slate of discipline

inferrod from a note on the official returns to the effoct
many of the officcrs’ services had been dispensed
and that among the men the cnsualtics were not
from lowses in action and from sickness, but alac

word with regard fo Englishmen before an enepy—
desertinn,

A third experiment was now tried, and volunte
called for from the dissolved Legion to serve in Spain
tolally different circumstances, such as if in existence &
commencement of the campaign would have removed

s T am aware that threats have been held ont to the eorps nf
aml artillery, that o the event of their discontlinuing i

they will forfeit their claim to geataity, T boldly affirm that nuﬂ':
the case; on the contrary, you are entitled, by the 12th urticle o
contract of service, Lo all the advantagres which would have ace '_
had your period of serviee extended to the 10th of June next,
was frawed by me for your protection, and now for that
T enforce its fulfilment, s
It now remaing o mo 4o add my warmest thanks to all the i
serverd under my command. 1 cannot express (in terma safficient]
le please my#If) my feelings in regard to those whose CETETONE 4
has materially eontributed Lo enahle me to support the difficultl
bave surrounded wy situation, To Colonel Ress, Asst.-Adjutant
to the officers of my personal staff, Liout.-Colonels Hermann and E
to Livut.-Colonel Clarke, A sst.-Clunrtermaster-General, pud to ﬂ':&'.!_
Geoerl of Tloapitais, Dr. Aleock, whiose exertions have been unw
T fecl deeply indebted. To Coloned Wooldridee commanding the'
battalion 1 must particalarly address my thanks, as also to Major
my extra aide-de-camp, whose devolion 1 have on several oocasions g
to cach and all of these oflicers T reiterate my obligatinns, and
peculiar eircumstances which lave preceded the disolution of ﬂlﬂ ¥
T have doubly experienced their wanly and wnflivehing supports T8
officers commanding the corps of cavalry and artillery—althongh L
Iuslanees their rerviecs have been amongst the most valusble—198
T cunnot in this inktance oller my thanks. ]
Hoving thus promulgated in Geseral Ovders the d]um]nh!.m
Legion, T avail mysulf of the same opportunity to exhert the offf
men to be guarded in their conduct, and wntil the means of conve
their own country shall be furnished for them, to give no opportumit
persveulions, an
M. C, O"Coxxen, _B:a-mmi.’ur- - 't
I

4
-



tiegs. The new regulations recognised two things
illy dear to an English soldicr, and which should :
be overlooked in English army legislation —eertadnty
ation of sérvice, and compensation in gome form or
for injuries received in action, The conditions wers

w:f as follows :—

(1) The period of service to be until the tsrmination of the wr,
fﬁi The pay * to he a fixed sum, epclusive of rations,
(%) Pensions to be given to the wonnded, and to the widews of all
2 Eilled in action, or who might die of infirmities contracted Oifeial
~ during the campaizn, J;ﬂﬂl'&"*a
(#) A prabuity of three months’ puy and a free passsge to Enzland Bebnstinn,
| to be granted to every man at the conclnsion of the war. March 1
(5) The discipline and interior cconomy to be that of the Hritddh 1858,
. Fogular forecs.
(#) Thsmissal from the Legion for bad conduel to involve forfeiture
of all advantages and eompeneation,

~Under the alinve eonditions the following British Anxiliary
gade, as it was now toermed, was enrolled on the 1st

March, 1838, and served with distinetion until the end of
the war :—

Lorpe, i e, petpeants. Rank and File Tetal,
Brnil o TR L Y 5
arilkey .. 12 5 g SO TR
Lavcers = 15 o o oL oSG
Pt ' |
Ltotal .. E ﬂ ﬂl E LCalquhonn
e ¥ = i~ —— MEA.

As an illustration of the method of equipping this now
Brigade the following Table way be nseful. The artillary
Portion hnd been ordered to leave Sar Sebastian on active

.
) The ray of ‘the Aviillery under the new syetem was to be as

.

; Py per ifiem.
. 5l iR
Stafl Sermpant |, a .. 310}

0, - . o LA ficed charge of Bd.
-':""TEHIFTHI & B Pur diem wag to b
Tromypeter 8 13/ dodacted from these
H“U”J"-nflicr 2 D rates for raliona,

Ehmer 133

I
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gerviee in January, 1839, The armament congigted
light brass f-pounders and two 12-pounder howi 1..;3_
ammunition earried was as [ollows :—

f-pr. Gons,  Roond shet .o 1864
X = Comamom Clase . e 914
Jotal .. 2048

——

1&-pr. Howitzers, Shell = 1) a7
P o Common Case o Bk
Towl . .. 1040

Thiz l]l'u‘f:lﬂl‘t-‘..lﬂll of armmunition was in excess of I
to service batteries of regunlar artillery, and was
after all possible contingencies, to suflice for three gene
actiong. :

Gummennmg w1tL & well- meanmg bmt  half-diseiplh

H.ﬂld_[ﬂ].‘[l The method of ﬂlnﬂu:m‘rmn wad harsh, hlﬂ '-'..
thorough. The harshness might have heen ﬂ.‘r’mﬂed
precautione pronouneed above to be necessary
foree, but the bargain entered into by the Spanish Gow
ment was impossible of fullilment.

It may be nrged that the English were not
Christino troops who were paid and fed badly; Lu
most indifferent Spaniavd had an interest in the war
which a purely mercenary soldier wus a stranger.

ments which sneceeded one unother at Madrid, 18 ik
pleaded on behalf of the logionary that he could uof
expected to forget his contract in sendément. He willin
risked his life; ha nnderwent great hLardship; he shom
until {horonghly cmapemted an admirahle snd sold
like spirit; and it 1s possible that if the governme
Lad pleaded poverty and implored indulgence, instest
doeeiving with empty promises, the Legion might &
sarvived until the end of the war. But such speculss
are idle. The whole story is a sorry one, lit up by el
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ﬁ}j.&nnml, endnrance, and eonscientions duty; but glill
mnoeent of all those nobler fentures which illumine n
senuinely nalional warlare, '

~The blunder lay with the English Government, which,
wilh all the desire, had not the courage to take an offieial
pm't in the Spanish contest by land. Like most blunders, it
parried ifs own reotribution. An official share Lad ulti-
mately, in a somewhat irregular manner, to be tuken in Lhe
war, both by land and sea; and the eollapse of the Legion
wad not the less injurions fo England’s military reputation
bedanse ik was a merconary instead of a regular nntional
force, Like most half-hearted actions, both in nations and
individuals, it produced nnsatisfactory results,

UEANE: OF THE LEGIGN.
[From a 2hebeh b Polonel Thameley )




CHAPTER VL

Tun Theare oF ZUMALACARREGUY.

EFORE the diversion to the subject of the
Legion in Spain, -allugion was made fo a fndf
gave to Genersl Cordova great advantages over hia g .'
gorg in the command of the Queen’s armies—the impot
and hardly to be overrated fact of Zmnaluc&rraguy’ﬁ"
the g{-uﬂml who had awskened among his men an §
superatitions reverence.  This gl'eai.Eut of the GEI].IH
had been born at Ormastegui, in Guipnscoa, in Dex
"1788. He entered the Bpanish army ss a cadet iﬁ*
and in 1820, being then a ﬂﬂ-‘pt&ln, he was marke -:' '
denonneed for his Absoluto opinions. In June, 1881,
in eommand of a regiment, he was arrested on
of disloyalty, and was permitted to retire on 1
Pamplona. After the death of Ferdinand in 1833
openly joined the Carlists; and such was his energy
it was stated that althongh he eommenced his camp
with 800 infantry, 14 cavalry, and an officer of avhi
he had within a year 35,000 Carlists of varioms ﬁﬂ
in the field. He was robust and nefive, of imposing
ture, rather taciturn, and althongh cruel, was m-'ﬂr
unjust.
It has been seen how futile were tle endeavouss
such generals as Rodil, Mina, and Valdez to heek
influence or to imitate the nefivity of Zumalacarregtl
the field, which was equal to hiz mastery over al
details of supply and interior economy connecled 3
troops. He had, however, enemics on his own side, 88
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: .&mt of Don Carles, who were more successful in checking
-ﬁﬁ'tilwurting him. His success brought him a power over
the mrmy and among the pensantry, which exeited the jenlonsy
und suspicion of the priests, the courtiers, and the women
“who had the ear of Don Carloa. They received his frequent ’
vietories coldly, attributing them to the sanctity of the
eause ond the protection of heaven. To this hostile
dnfluence was his death indircetly due. After the Carlist
sapture of Bergara, the Queen’s armies, as has been seen v 1 sa,
above, were in a state of depression almost nmonnting to
pamic ; and Zumalacarreguy saw that the time had arrived Bollert.
1o make u bold forward movement by Vittoria and Burgos,
which would either force the Christinos to give him batile,
O open the door to Madrid. A delay would be fatal, us it
Would give time for the expected foreign legions to arrive
from England, France and Portugal. The Carlist leader
and his troops, who were full of alacrity, and foucht together
cordially and contentedly, without jealonsy or murmur,
Were sangnine of success, and arrangements for this ad-
vance were actunlly being rapidly made, when intelligence
was brought to Lumnlacarreguy that Don Curlos had deter-
mined to postpone erossing the Ebre until he had taken
the wealthy city of Bilbao, an operation which ke hoped
would fill his empty purse. In vain did Zumalacarreguy
Flﬂfﬂ the immense sacrifice of men and preciong  time
which would follow such a change of plan. The courtiers
ind priosts had persuaded Don Carlos to the contrary, and
M excited him with the hopes of plunder and of easy
Vietory.  The change was earried out, and the Carlist troopa
Warched on Bilbno,
1 Eye-witness describes Zumalacarreguy’s face as clonded Henning-
With gloomy Prosentiment when he started on what proved ==
t':'r be his death Journey. Biographors are apt, with the
Wisdom whieh follows the fact, to sce omens and presenti-
?::"tﬂ which wounld have escaped nolice had no event of
Portance followed, But, apart from the question- of
mﬂﬂl presentiment, althongh such iz to be found in

ety and daily life, there were umple reasons why depros-
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sion should pfnntm{'.e the hard and stern nni.'tm; f
Carhist leader. His belief in the Diving Ihght
Carlos was thorough ; his loyal devotion to his por
great ; and if in so eruel and fierce n heart thers wi
for :m}r sofl emotion, an affection, tender as & WOTLA
existed in Lmualnca.nernw towards hIB chief, 3
And now he had received practical demonstrath u-"
the counsel of olhers was preferrad by that chief tr.':-hm: '
that his services and snecesses, withont which Don s b
yet been a wanderer in a foreign land, had been fnl'
and that the men who rn]ﬂ}ad that confidence [rom th
leader which gives power, were those who made 1 -.--:,'f'
their jealousy of the suceessful soldier, Well might %
lacarreguy look gloomy ; well might the Ly rise tu his li
“Cui bono? for what end my labour? for what g
“foal 7™ quurtnnﬂtelj, Don Carlos was o man dEﬁ il
talent and in edneation —had no political knuwlaﬂgﬂ e b
i governing —was weak and irresolute, and was ea v s
tered by those around him. Being also s Ieligmuﬂ ‘t
he was greatly under the priests at his Court. e:;-i_'
had not proeeeded fur when the Carlists discovered that b
had not sufficient ammunition, and that the inhahits
Balbao had recsived walnable sssietance from two Engli
men-of-war, which had arrived under the command uf
John Hay. It was decided to n.tt-ar.ul‘d' to storm ﬂ:lﬂ
on the 16th June, but on the day previous, Zumnlacars
—who had rashly exposed himself on a baleony, in s
the warnings of his stuff —was wonnded. He was bjf digees
removed to Begama, a distance of about thirty :|:|:u&.|!|l!,.‘I :
died on the 25th June,
This narrative of his wound and death scems Flm.:_
natnral ; nor would it awaken any snspicion in the
mind. Eui‘- in the diary of the English Commissioner, whe
on & vigit to the Court of Don Carlos on a matter rai
subsequently uonder Li_m Eliot Convention, a si-.m-ﬁ:ing p

L]
)
I
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“believing that .rﬂu:.:mlﬂearn'gu}r was poigoned, and ,_
“die of his wound, He was hated by Don Carlos' advises
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fyuf his logs will be bitterly felt.” There evidently were
fﬂa than suspicions on the subjeet, before these words
would have been writlen; and when one's attention has
omee been called Lo the eircumstances of the death of the
Carlist general, they are found to be painfully confirmatory
of the theory of foul play.
It might naturally be asked in the first place, Why was
# wounded man carriod thirty miles over Bpanish roads, nway
from the army which he had commanded with such distine-
fign, and which would have been glad to weleome hig
reeavery, or o do all honour to his burial? But when the
further eireumatance comes to light, that this brave and
glmost unconquered leader was buried hurriedly and
secretly, within twenty-fonr hours of his death, by night ; Journal
that even the guard had been dismissed, and ouly four jfL]r;';%
private goldiers kept to huddle the body info its grave; and
that 1o examination to ascertain the cause of death was
either econrted or allowed, the most unsuspicions person
wonld begin to doubt. His doubts would earry him into
further inquiries, and he would learn that Dr. Burgess,
E'ﬂ'malmﬂrrﬂgu}r"ﬁ own physician, would at onee have mid
“undertaken the case, but was not allowed to have it under
“his management. . . . It was the general opinion that,
“hand Mr. Burgess been allowed to have extracted the
“ball ut onee, Zumalscarregny would have been saved.” The
donbter would also learn that the Spanish surgeons who Bollser,
performed the operation of extracting the bullet, which had e,
]"'E!Ef'-" g0 ernelly delayed, blundered so shamefully that nnder
theiv barbarous treatment the patient fainted. Then comes
EJEI following bewildering sentence:  To lull this, they gave

I opinm, it appears, in too greal a dose, and ghortly
" alftr-:r the bullet was extracted he died of deliriwm.” It is
uite possible, of course, to blunder without malice prepense ;
"1 unlucky surgeon is not always a murderer: but one has
“nght fo expect the narrative of the failure to beat all
“Vents congistent. 1o the case of General Zomalacarreguy, it Dr. Bur-
?“E not 80, When his own phyeician, who had been prevented 557 1
o treating the case, heurd of his death, he inquired the
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immediate eause, and was then asﬂurcrl by the surgeon thal
“ het died of fever, which they had not regarded, three honrs
“after they had extracted the ballL” To say more seems
like piling Pelion upon Ossa, but the pame authority goes
on to say, without comment, “The said surgeon deserted
“ from the Carlists & short time afterwards.” : -
It would almost seem—although too much importanes
ghould not be attached to the words of dying wen—ad 1
Zumalacarreguy himself suspected nnfair freatment,
hig lnst words, before his final confession to the priest, w
the following: “Is & man to die of a single Lall?” Th§
inconvenience from the wound had—up to three days befora
hiz death —heon slight ; his nstonishment at the sudden and
fatal result announced as Imminent was therefore extremes
Higz brother-in-law, who saw him on the 22nd, wrote o
him: “ Tomas eontinues to do well ; kis fever has ceased, the
“wonnd i3 no longer inflamed, and one of these days they.
“ will extract the ball.”
If to these suspicious eireumstaneces conld be added any
motive to induee the committal of so atrocions a erime, the
ense of ‘cirenmstantinl evidenee would surely be completes
But here thero is a diffienlty., The death of Zumalscarreguy
would so clearly be injurious fo the canse of Don {}arl_
that it seems ineredible that any loyal Carlist would deliber=
ately compags il. On the other hand, it has to be borne .'
mind thet erime is never far-sighted ; and that the enemie
of Zumalacarreguy were many. Bueccess does more 0
alienate friends and preate enemies than even direct mjury 1
The same jealonsy which indunced the courtiers o urge the
siege of Bilbao must have been intensified by the imminent
fuilure of that BlEgE, which would have been a triumph 6
Zumalacarreguy in one sense, although a defeat in 4"-
othaor. -8
1t has been said above, that mystery attended the death:
of the Carlist general, This bare narrative of facts eon=
firme the statement, althomgh it fails to place the erime
on -any iudividual. That the motive was not lust for
the dead man’s wealth is evident from the faet that his Iﬂ-\‘ﬂ

L]
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words—when nrged to make a will—were: 1 leave my wife
and daughter; they are all 1 have” These words, uttered
trnthfully by & man who had exceptional opportunities of
plunder, wera proof of a loyally and unselfishuess which
“ghonld Iulild.i.f:f the terms in which lis eruoelty almost
demands that his epitaph be written.

IIOTEE WHERE ZUMALACARRELGUY WAR SHOT.
(o @ Sheteh by Colomel Towmadiey.)
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CHAPTER VII.

COoRDOVA.

enecessor of Valdes, another link in that chain
development whieh was to result in o general equal {8

the task of subduing the Carlists, was a man who posscese
much in his character to command respeet,  As a general of
divigion, he had been above the avernge; as & Euptmmrﬂ,
wad loyal to the Queen’s cause; and at a lime when tha

overtures from Don Carlos, who olfered to give him Ghe
command of hig troops, vacant by the death of Zumuls
earreguy and the illness of Eraso. But he was weak in
pomnt where it was very necessary that a Spanish genersl
should be strong. He feared and courted public opinion ; he
fought battlea to meet the expoctalions of the Puoerto
Mndrid; and he was cold, almost insolent to the foreign
legionaries, whose presence in Spain was an eyesore to the
proud inhabitants, His eommand, the slory of which will
be found in this chapter, extended from July 1835, M
August 1836, and during this period the impecuniosity 0
the government at Madrid led to much suffering and et
barrassment among the troops. Had ?umalm:rvguy 1
yat alive, there is littlo doubt that the situation of the
Queen’s urmies wonld have been very grave, and the (Jueen’s
cause would have been in great perdl,

Thers was little nrigiﬂulitj in Cordova, nor wag he a man
to retrace his steps wheu in error, nor to originate schemes
differing from those of his prede-wvaurs: either in muthmlﬂr_
purpose, To him the words, which, professing to be those 6
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peformerg, are really those of higota—uvestigia nulle refrorsom,
—were n creed, a sign-post, almost a postulate. And this
wus 8 dongerous characteristic in a leader whose subordinates
were too often so jealoms that they strove to drag him down
by their own delibernte blunders.  The competition was very
- keen among the generals serving under him for promotion at
one another's expense, or even al the cost of their leader’s
reputation. They were not as a rule so free [rom selfish
motives ns to devote the whole of their energies to the sue-
eesafnl exeention of the snbordinate share of their leader's
gcheme which might have been entrnsted to them, They
acted, so to speak, to an audience at Madrid, from which
they courted comparison with their chief; they were not
eontent to stremgthen the eord ol the national eanse by the
insertion of nny unobtrnsive thread of their own exertion ;
all they did must be in the blaze of public observation.
There were, also, some who considered that they had heen
alighted by the appointment of Cordova, and who rendered
to him a hesitating, half-hearted obedience. He therefore
had to enconnter from his own subordinates a criticism, a
jealonsy, n sullenness, which had a most serions effect on his
movements, and 4 stifling effeet on his schemes. Pafient and
obedient as were the rank and file of the Spanish armies
their senior officers had yvot too often to lenrn that © anthority
* 18 nol given to any man for his own muse, or pleasure, o Genenl
“ profit, but for the good of the whole body;” and that .t
:‘ ﬂ:EJHd‘iBnm} implies inferiority of position, not of character” BA.
Ihix tndiseipline—to coin a word-—was n sore obstacle in the
way of Cordova’s success, and he had not the enorgy nor the
wdividnality of character to overcome it.
Troubles were clouding up sbove the politieal horizon in
other parts of Bpain besides the Basque Trovinees. By Aonnal
:: the end of Augnst Spuin was in a state of political anarchy. ﬁ’ﬂ“_m"
Various provinees had sef up esch o government for itaself,
* which sel at defiance the general government, and usurped
:: the powers of the execntive. . . . The governiment at
i MﬁﬂFiﬂ wad helpless.” Idecroes were issuad, but “in the

Provinces there were no means of enforeing these deerces.”
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Distnrhanee spread from the pmﬂncaﬂ to the capita
Aungust the arban militin mutinied in Madrid ; mo %
wis proclaimed, and a enrb placed on the hurzmuai
press. The hopes of all interested in order and in
anccess of the Queen’s arms turned towards M. Mendizal
the Minigter of Finanees, then absent on an expedi iom ¢
nected with a desired and mneh-npeded lonn.  On his ek
in September, lis was entrusted with the Premiership m s
althongh not netually in name, hiz officinl position he
glill that of Finanee Minister. His claims were not s i
bused on proved ability as on his enthusiasm, his holicf
the ultimate suecess of the Queen'’s canse,—his suppo
sympathics with the massos,—his knowledge —in the sensi
cuuning—in matters connected with aceounts, and his powe
a3 # debater. TFEnthuginsm was his most infeetio n_~_
most nseful characteristic, but his statesmanship was o
guited to a vestry than an empire. Ie loved to con cntr
Lis attention on the party politics of Madrid, putting
with vain exenses and empty promises those burning ques t
from the geal of war on which the very existemee of
government depended. He closed his eyes to the mabl
beyond the eapital; he deluded himself as well as others
hopes that vietories might be won, armies clothed, soldi
fod and comforted, without ammunition, stores, and
But his enthusissm was undoubtedly a tonie at the fime
and the presence of a man who did not despair of the SHs
was 4 hoon for which it was right that anxions men shom
be grateful. To this enthusiasm, and to the noble exmiy
of the Queen Dowager, was it dne that levies were "::.'
right and left without opposition, nnd taxes were submit ted
with comparative doecility. Defore the end of 1835 some 47, v
additional troops had been raised, and £150,000 had, heside
been paid by way of exemption from service. Mendizabs ,'__'3'
was uble for a time to bridge over the gnlf befween @
Conurt and the mass of the people, which had been ersate@®
interested politicians ; and he was able for a time to MAEE
underséand what politicians often forget, that there 18 8
thing more important than class or party, something Wi
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'fk%a first duty of all to consider hefore gratifying individnal
Aeairea— the quggtiuuﬂ. alfecting the esuntry asn whole. During
1845 the number of foreign legionaries in Spain became
gonsiderable. In addition fo General Evans' foree, disenssed Ballnert,
elsewhere, 1000 French troops erossed the {rontier, and the
Fr#n&h Algorine Legion of 3000 men entered Catalonia
‘abont the end of Oclober. The Portugnese division, num-
‘baring some 8000 men, entered Spain in November, but not
in fime to take any share in the events of the year,

Cordova’s assumption of the command had been preceded
by a well-earned victory by him and his own force over the
Carlists under Erago and Moreno, known generally as the
Battle of Mendigorria, The engagement lusted seven houra ; Bollaert.
and the force under Cordova eonsisted of 15,000 infantry Col Wlde,
and 800 eavalry, while the Carlisls numbered in all abont ., s,
14000 men, The Carlists lost 1500 men, and there was 183
guch econfnsion during their retreat that Don Carlos was
nearly caplured by the Chrisfino eavalry, and the Carhst
general Moreno was on the point of being murdered by his
0Wn mern,
Aftar thiz engagement, Cordova moved hie head-quarters
by Logrofio to Vittoria; but at this time Don Carlos having
annonneed by a proclamation, known as the Durango Decree,
that he did not consider foreign legiomaries entitled to tho Vid apes,
benefits of the Eliot Convention, the English Commissioner ¥ **
proceeded to the Carlist head-quarters at Estells to remon-
#trate. He was unsuecessfnl at the time ; but he ultimately
Buceeeded, snpported by the unmistakeahle determination of ¢ wyas,
Lord Palmerston to prevent a continnanee of the morders of E;::;ﬂ:: 5
Buglishmen, even if legionaries, such as had already taken 1ass.
Pliee in cold blood.
The posilion of the opposing armies in the middle of
August was g follows: Cordova had a foree of nbount 14,00{) Cel. Wrlde,
fen, i exeellent epirits, but disposed so as to defend a line :-'L.’f:ﬁnr"? 5,
of abont forty lengmes in length, againgt the extremities '%H-
["f which the Carlists weré operating. Ituralde, with the
hﬂ‘rurrasﬁ, was at Puente s Reyna; and Don Carlos, with
“teno, was at Ordona, meditating, it was believed, an
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advanee on Bilbao, Pi:r:dmp; the dﬁvalﬂymr-nf of hi
Cordova decided on remaining at Vittoria, but ﬂm
Commirsioner proceeded to S:m Sebastinn to namg-b i
dering the English Legion available for early dut}r, n
remove the [riction which already existed betwoen Clards

and Genersl Evans, -'.
The stute of affairs in Arragon and Catalonia was such

eecdod towards these provinces to rouse the pe-uglnr
were known to be greatly under the influence of the 3
and a Christino force under General Gurres was sen
pursnit, Bo ready, however, were the p{aasantr}rml}n
lo esponse the canse of Don Carlos, especially, as I
seen, when led by such men as Cabrern, that }
October, 1835, it wae fonnd necessary fo appoint M
Caplain-General of the Queen’s forees in Lut.nlnmn,:
between that dale sud the end of the war, exeopt -H'.?::
cities and large towns, the Queen's troops in that pr__ 1
wore practically besieged in small outposts in the mids
hostile population. The condition of the North-east E-f »]
will, however, be discussed ot sowe length in a enbeequ
chapter, : E'
The arrival of the English Commissioner in San Sebusti
took place immediately after the Legion had received if
buptism of fire and had failed to distinguish iteelf d
the ceremony. It was evident thut they were nol wa
in conrage, but they were deficient in every other r&q ﬂ '
of a E.uhhr:r Some men had never loaded n musket in the
lives, and no battalion had as yot had more than six
drill. The skirmish in question, at Ernani on the H
August, 1833, had been underlaken against General Fva
better reason ; and ita result justified him in the resolud i
he soon after eame to,—to discipline Lis men for n oo
of months before allowing them again to take the f
Althongh, as has been said, the professions of arms e
theology are assumed by many to be L.ul'mh]F of pructibs
without previons study, the test of real serviee pmvﬂﬂ 1N
w one of them at least there is no prospect of success
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] Hm& more golid acquirements than & priori argnments,
¢ an inner conseionsness. There is no royal road to disei-
wbue  The student may have hig path made easier and
ﬁ:t.m; by the sympathy of numbers or by a sense of the
~ mecessify of diseipline ; but its perfection iz only atiainable
ﬂﬁm practice, not the fheory of obedience—by the fuldt of
‘ﬁjﬁ action, not by a sense of its valne,
- While Colonel Wylde was at Ban Bebastian, intelligence
prrived that the Carlists who had undertaken the siege of
Bilbao—a place which was to derive great honour from its
defence on more than one occasion during this war—had ol Wylde,
abruplly raiged it, and that their detached Novarrese foree iﬂrit“ﬁ“'
ander Liuralde had been defeated at Los Areos. Tt was at Sept. 7,
onco decided to strengthen Bilbao against the renewal of the '™
siege, by concentraling in it the English Legion, a covering
foree under General Iviarte, nud part of the reserve under
?ﬁ?}rﬂ.l Espeleta.  The tofal of this force would exeeed
LL UG men,

The movement wus effected, and an interesting council of ru, Wylde,
War was held at Bilbuo on the 8th Beptember, whose decision, Sjﬁaﬂiu
it had proved possible of execntion, would lsve made a 1685,
marked change in Cordova’s operations. At the couneil
meeting thers were present Generals Evane, Espeleta, und
Eepartoro, all men of ability and energy, and Alava, who was
al the time being nrgently pressed by the government and
the Queen-regent to acceph the offico of Minister at War.

The movoments decided upon were, as might be expected,
of an offensive degeription. It was proposed to press forward
the hmﬂ-qmwtars of the reserve to Ordins, while Espartero
and Evans, the latter with threa or four ouly of his beat
huttalihﬁus, should advance towards Durango. An offensive
Ginpuign, with smch a base from which to draw reinforce
ments and supplies, would hLave engrossed the opposing
UHIIE?:DSR Ei.ﬂ‘;]faf::ﬂ‘: Gﬂ;rg{;:ﬂwiir Pi“:;?rr;ﬁl%]muﬂinﬁ nﬁinm-tf
: : 3 eally as well as strate-
EDMEI’ nportant at this moment that it should be apparent
atinel El"'“lll L?.mt the f:}uf:ﬂn’b'. troops were in o position fo

- Inaction ut this time wonld injnre the government,
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‘the unfortunate Legion from the beginning. It l:{ﬂﬂ
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eneonrage the Carlists, and conflirm any waverars in the
in & determination to esponse the rebel conse.  Bof th
fell through, owing to the sameo defect as attended all
Chrisline srmies—insufficient precantions to ensure full
formation as to the enem¥'s strength and movements,
Carlist troope in the neighbourhood of Bilbao were far
numerons than had I.I-E:F_':ﬂ aggumed ; and Espartern's &]_
in attempting to earry out its nhn.rfn of the programme, 5
completely defented and driven back into Bilbao. Eapar
brave aund rash, always endsavouring to retrieve a los
blunder by personal effort and courage, was wm:mimi
the engagement,

It was after this misadventure that General Evans fi
deeided on giving his mon a little more Lraining hafﬂﬂe-
ing them info action. As the Carliste gave no quas
legionarics, it was the more necessary to nmrurﬁ- il
being able to defend themselves against nntimely -
being able to win battles. Dot circomstances wera ‘:
nrranged that Vittoria should be the head-quarters of
English foree during the winter of 1835-36. Orde
been given from Madrid, which had received General
approval, directing that the Legion should mareh 1:-1]"‘3"
by way of Balmaseda and Villa Cayo; but Cordova, cither
]E"".I'll:'l":['ll.]].!..-e Hf t]ll':l Eﬂf:!ml 3 'I.].i.IiPU"H].tll:}]l or l'ﬂ'. TesEITIEL 'I'_
the interference from Madrid, altered the route ‘kd
known as the Durango road. T}.w change was unfortn
and 5000 of the Legion barely cseaped capture. t--..-:=.5.
Evans was exceedingly angry, and if required m&ﬂ
terventions on the part of the English
between him and Cordova, before even a trnee was establishe
between them,  Cordova had in the meantime, suffered
tronbles 1n his own foree. l}urlug a temporary 11
their lender, n mutiny oceurred in his army, fomented by &
Sargentos premeras of two or throo battalions—men who, &
a rule, were intelligent, entrusted with the inlerior econom
of the companies, diseonlented from the faet that they "-:_'_
obtained promotion lo ﬂ_l.ﬂ grade of officer, and Wlthﬂﬂ#
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: . fion eraltades, or ultra-liberals. It speaks volnmes for
-1 ~ Qordova's justice, and his popularity among the men, to find
: an-nluﬂ that 1mmediately on his return the mutiny
anppearod.
= ‘The year 1835 fnished somewhat dismally. Colonsl Wylde, col witae,
'ﬁmﬁ restoring pence between General Evans and Cordova, :Ii:fniit-
'ﬁi‘fmp'lumﬂ' by the latter to procesd to Madrd to impress 1835, r
f}!ﬂ-ﬂunﬂimhul the despernte state of the army as to supplies,
and tha really serions state of the Queen’s canse in the
F&ﬁums, {#eneral Kvans at the same time desired that the
government should be reminded that Ae also had only & few
.Wﬂalf of money: ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ“ﬁﬁ&ﬁzﬁﬁ“w&h%
Wylde's absence, the Legion and Espartero’s division entered
ﬂﬁhﬁh'mﬁid-thn rejoicings of the inhabilants ; but the enly
Christmag offering bronght by the English Commissioner col, Wride,

from Madrid was a colleetion of promises, fair and false, from {;;;”;‘;""1
M. Mendizabal, 1835,

The year 1856 commenced no less gloomily. The head-
quarters of Cordova's army and of the Legion remained -ag
Vitforia, unable from want of money, artillery, means of
iransport, and provisions, to take the offensive againgt the
_ ists, who ocoupied the enstle of Gmebarra and the country
round Balvatierra with a force of some twenty battalions,
%ﬁ to the inadequate accommodation in Vittoria, three col wylie,
brigades of the Logion had been pushed forward towards 1‘:”1’"5“' '
ﬂa_lvutierru, and established in the snrrounding villages ; hut 1936 ’
ﬂm_hﬁd Lot been done until greal morfality had ocenrred, the Anunal
Lagion being decimuted by typhus induced by exposure and :‘Eﬁrﬁm’
Want of food. The ‘men had now been two months without Boitaers,
Py, notwithetanding the promiscs of M. Mendizabal ; they
been compelled to sledp on the stone floors of convents,
8 lemporary barracks, without bedding or even straw ;
1o obtain food they sold their elothing and necessaries: and
thongh mproved in drill they certainly bad fallen off in
mFﬂIEﬂtaml organization, As the Englich Commissioner wall
::‘;; % was & dangerons experiment to keep young troops
i out pay, before they had acquired confidence in their

Y618 or in the government they had come to serve. And

F
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as the Carlist troops at Guebarra and Balvatierra were :
clad and abundantly fed, it is, perhaps, natural to ﬂnﬁ,_
from this time desertions were not infrequent from the rank w
the starving legionaries, anadditional indneement being of
by Don Carlos in the form of £30 to every mounted s
of the Legion who shomld come over with his horse.
irritation among the officers nud men of the Hnglish f Oree
wae intensified by the knowladge that their Spanish comrade
were Tecelving greater attention and somewhat more reg i'
gupplies, and h:r the recollection that Cordova had promise
General Fvans when he brought the Legion from thﬁ
to Vittoria, that they should waut for nothing, and s
be well lodged. To have 23 officers und 400 men dis 1]:; o :_'
than six weeks from fever and mortifieation of the extremi
ties, bruught on by eleeping on stone floors withont covermg
and often in wet garments with no means of chang m.g o
in a winter of exceptional severity, with the snow l}flﬂg
on the ground, was a bitter fulfilment of the roseate promisé
held cut to tempt General Fyang from lus compara -{
comfortable quarters on the coast.
The only attempt made by Cordova in the heginnings
the year to break throngh the Carlist lines in his frnnis
made on the 16th, and deserves mention for more TEASO
than one. By all anthoritics it is agreed that he sebed
under pressure from Madrid, and by all it is admitted U
it wns one of those attempts which led to nothing, 3
cansed the loss of the most valuable lives, and which ¢
pressed rather than elevated the spirits of the men, Ilnft-ﬁf“
firet flush of asserted victory; because, as the armies ul o
resumed their former positions, it was evident fo HT{!I:T
that nothing had been gained. Bat there is not the & )
nnanimity of opinion as to details. Cordova made the abta
as will be seen, in three columns, he himsell mmmanﬂmﬂ
centre, Espartero the right, and Evans the left. Accordin
to some accomuts, f'urdutu wae gulty of Prem}rltntlﬂﬁ
commeneing the engangement s day before he had ar
with his colleagues to do so. According to others he rei
hurriedly, leaving General Evans uninformed as to his mo

'E
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mnﬂd with his left flank exposed, in the deliberate hope
that the English general might suffer a defest. In other
words, he was acensed by some of rashness and ineapacity,
:Iﬁ;aﬂmﬂ of dishonour and treachery. The former accusation
apraug doubtless from the jealonsy prevailing among the
Gueen’s generals. The latter was suggested by the well-
Jmown fact that the relations between Cordoya and Evans
had been strained to the utwost. Itis very fortunate that an
secount of the affair by an impartial witness has been pre-
sorved, as follows :

On the 16th January Cordova advanced hLis head-gquarters col Wylde,
on the high roud to France, intending o take np a position ) t%
ghout fwo leagues north of Vittoria, Espartero was ai the 1835,
game time directed to move with his division towards Lueo,
sending a brigade in advance to Villa Real on the Durango
road. The Inglish were to move at the same hour from
their eanfouments on the Salvatiorra road to their loft, to
oeenpy Arbulo, This disposition was made with the view
of & combined attack on the following day, in fhree
ealnmns, on the enemy’s position on the heights of Arlaban,
& range of mountains on the Guipuscoan frontier, where the
Carlists wers supposed to have concentrated their forces,
Ull..f-urtunﬂ.tnl}', on the advanced guard of Cordova’s column
arrving ab a place called Ulibarri Gamboa, a detachment of
ti!ﬂ.ﬂllﬂmy weas seen posted 1o a venfa gome half & aile to the
front, from which it was considered desirable to dislodge them.
fllilm fme seut to do so at first was inadequate; and the Car-
lists, instead of retiring, continued to reinforce the position,
C'Dll"iﬂm strengihened the attacking party in turn, and part
of it ha_jng eomposed of men from the Freuch Logion, with
lﬂ11 their national impetnosity, the eneiny was ultimately
d’_‘qz'l“dgﬂd, but was pursmed with*indiseretion oo far up the
il until the Christinos found themselves surrounded by
#petior numbers, and in danger of being eul to pieces.

18 rendered necessary the advance of more troops in sup-
port, _mlfl 80, withont inteuding it, Cordova found himself
:‘fi;}l the uf’ternm}‘n engaged in a serious affair, with only

gade of Spanish and two Fronch battalions at hand,
P2
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The Carlists were Htmngl]r posted on a snecession of shes
wooded ridges, admirably suited for their mode of ﬁgTI
but such wae the impetucus gallantry of the Ghnahm
ridge after ridge was carried, and before dark the higl
point had been grined, and the vietorious five bﬂttﬂ.lmni
pared to bivomne for the night. The eonduet of the tm
wag all that cenld be dﬂﬁir::[l, but the moveiment was f b
the harmony of the concorted action of the three colw
and Cordova erred in not chec]ﬂng the pursuit at its e
mencement.  Early next morning, favoured by a fng.
the gronnd from the other side sloping more gﬁnﬂ}r ﬁé
the erest than from the side towards Vitloria, the Carlist
who had been Htmng:l}r reinforeed during the night, e
menced an attack in the hope of recovering their '.-::
ground before Fapartero’s column counld come np. 1he
fniled, however ; Hepartero arrived about one o'clock on th
17th, and the Carlists, as evening approached, eommenté
retiring towards Ondite. During the night Cordova will
drew his troops to Vittoria and the adjoining villages, havi
firat sent a messenger to advise General Fvans of his move
ments. The message was, however, never dnh‘rﬂtaﬂ, _
orderly hamg unabla to pe-netrat-a through the hand "’
Jurlists 1o the interval, and much conlusion and subs
acrimony wasd the resull. The English Legion, especis -';
battalion of rifler and a Beoteh regiment, had fmght _E,--
but the losses on either pide were not great, not exceedin
S0 kalled and wounded. ".
Col. Wylde, This engagement was practically a defeat, and Cordovs
E:{"i’]' “ felt it a8 such. Ho abandoned any ides which ha might b
P, hitherto entertained of oeeupying the line of the Borunda m.‘
fortifying Balvatierra, or faking Guebarra, and content
himsell with strengthening his line of blockade, cspe '::.'
between Miranda and Logrons, He accurdjnglj E.a nhed
General Bvane to Troarine and Espartero to Pena 1' '
38 to stop the two muin roads by whiel the Curlists in A -':; 8
obtained snpplies; and on the 29th January Cordova me _,ﬁ
his own head-quarters, with the French Legmn from Vit
torin to Pamplona, which he reachod on the 4th Februath
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‘and whenee he hoped to open & rond to the French frontier,

~ whila st the same time by fortifying Xubirl ond some

_,&}jnining villages he might check Carlist inenrsions into
Aragon.

 In the meantime the Carlist aclivity in the north, especi-
ally on the coast, was very great, and it cunnot be too
frequently repeated that in the oyes of a hesitating
peasantry and of moet foreign governments activity waa
alwaye associated with the cause which was gaining.  TFrom
this point of view, the chronic sisge of Ban Hebastinn, whieh
was now being carried on by the Carlists under Segastibelia,
was polilie, although known to be futile; and the capture of
uumerpus siall places between San Schastian and Bilbao,
which were incapable of defence, and yet were foolishly
garrisoned by Cordova, shed a halo of suceess over the
Curlist cause which was bardly justified by analysis. So
grave was the situation, indeed, after the fall of Balma-

gedu, Mercadillo, Ploneia, and Lequitio, that the British Annaal
Government, more alive than that at Madrid, gave orders to igumm-,

their commodore, Lord John Hay, to lend every assistance
with his squadron *for the purpose of protecting from
“eapture those seaports which were still held by the
*anthoritics of the Queen, and slso with a view to assist in
" rocovering from the rebels any places om the ses-const

“ which might have fallon into their hands” Balmaseds coL Wrlde,
Wi i

_ Fob. 35,
Pount dappui for colnmns marching to or from Bilbno: and 1836

Was useful to the Queen’s troops as » magazine and ns a

although the other places had no military importance and
Were merely of use as affording rofuge in bad weather to
Sall consting vossels driven in on their way belween
Pﬂ?ﬂgﬁs and Bantander or Bilbao, vet the moral eflect of

I eaplure was great, as proving the ability of the
G“fliﬂtﬂ b0 maintain the offensive. They were able to be
ietive while the Christinos found operations diflicult, becanse
ﬂ?“ climale near the eoast was much milder than on the
Bigh ground in the interior. The friendly disposition of
ﬂ[H mhabitants also ensbled them to traneport their artillery

*urely and without escort, all the roads and passes heing



3
i

?G The English in Spain, Char, VI

[l

wnt-uhed by their own outposts, and the peasantry 1.4 .
ready in case of alarm to afford the means of conces .:.___.
Cordove seemed blind to the importance of the Cai
movements on the coast, and devoted himself mainly
covering the line he Bad fake up between anpluni
the French frontier, and to affording the people m'
Bastan an opportunity of declaring themselves in favour |
the Queen.  And during all this time the tronhles i -'
North-east were inereasing, and pillaging E:Lpe-dﬂmnu 'é.-'.-
(Castile were not infreqnent. The only bright spﬂt in &
piutn.tﬂ at the close of February was an uppnmnt impr
ment in the relations between Cordova and General E ' :
The latter had been appointed to the command of th#: le
wing of the army of operations, a force consisting of Ha 1“
tera’s division of fourteen battalions, four h&ttﬂhﬂnﬂuf

resorve under Espeleta, and the Legion, making in all &
12,000 infantry and 500 cavalry. This recognition Elf
English general was wise, and, it is to be hoped, was s
taneons., But the troce was whort-lived. Ennuumgﬂi

the change, General Fvans persuaded the English Com
gioner to proceed a second time to Madrid with n vie
obtaining something better than promises from M. Mendis
gabal, who was then overwhelmed with political mat _F
which were more to his taste. Colonel Wylde was suppor
by the English Minister, and obtained a rencwal of t.hﬂ
promiges. On this ocension he waited to see the fulfilm
of the promises, at least in part; and it was well thlﬁ L
did so, for upwards of ten days passed before even h '{
month's pny was forwarded to the Legion, and it wag EEII#

the form of bills, which wers not easy to negotinte 8
Vittorin, When the second instalment was nltimately senb
off it was also in paper, and was ghort of the proper amont
'hy about £2000. The irritation caunsed by these proce ""!
ings led to complaints from General Evans, which 3
Cordova and eaused a renewal of the coldness between hia
and the English general. Fortunately, at this time, H8
English commodore, Lord John ]:[ajr, s man who Wa8
devoured by egotism, incapable of seeing more than
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fhing ab a fime, but o good salor and a determined man,
applied that the English Legion should be sent to the coast
ﬁgmﬁst in the operstions which he himself had undertaken.
Tle*reqnest was eagerly granted, and before the hoginning
of May the English Legion was aguin established at San
Bebastinn. During the stay of Colonel Wylde at Madrid,
Cordova had again, with no apparent object, concentrated
his whole army in and around Vittoria; but not until some
affairs on a small scale had given the Legion und the foree
under Espartero and Tapeleta respectively opportunities
of displaying considerable gallantry, Espartero’s abilities
were becoming more prominent, and his courage was
soenring for him a reputation which was to obtain for him
m due fime the command-in-chief of the army. Intelli-
gence from the Carlists proved that they were still murder-
ing every foreign mercenary who might fall into their
hands, and openly announcing their determination to ex-
¢lnde all such from the benefits of the Kliol Convention.
It was ascertained also that all Cordova’s attempls to Col, Wrlde,
blockads {he ingurgent provinces had failed, and that many T!;fﬂ”.'l’:
Aquite recent inenrsions had been made into the Queen's loyal 1836
territory in senrch of provisions, and with success,
Before following the movements of General Evans after
his arrival in Ban Bebastian, it may be s well to give in a
few words an acconnt of the punbsequent doings of Cordova
8t Vittoria, prior to his resignetion of the command. It
way be premised that the battalions under his command had
aftained to 4 great strenglh, owing to the arrival of recruits
n comsiderable numbers, obtained under the new lows which
had been Passed since Mendizabal took office. It would
“Ppear thaf, inclnding the men in garrigons, and the foree
at San Scbastian, there were no fower than 110,000 men ol Wylde,
under Cordova’s control during the month of June. With ﬁ:}ﬂwim
the epring, some decisive action was therefore to b expected Jane 30,
of him, Had he taken permanent possession of the valley '**"
of t!lﬁ Borunda from Vittoria to Pamplona, with the French
“8lon ocenpying the Bastan from Pamplona to Irun, snd
the English in command of the const, the war might have




- 4B
—Ih-

72 1 e Eﬂg‘ﬁf&'& i Sparn. CEM,&

Leen greatly eircumeeribed in the northern provinees. T
chunge of ministry which had oeenrred at Madrid nead o 1
have affected the army; and the French Government ha !
shown sn exceptional indulgence, which had greatly
Cal, Wylde, heartened the Carlists, in allowing some Christine tro
xﬁmmr puss betwoen Pamplona and Ban Sebastian by way of Franee
May 1%, (General Evans and the English commodore had commenesd

98 their united netion with spirit, and were imploring ﬂ.- .

to co-operate with them, so se to ennble D'assages, Fnents
arabia, and Trun to be taken possession of. How did Cordevi
avail himself of the boons the gods thns gave him?
first wrote empty promises to General Evans, and L
Col. Wylde, quarrelled with him; he became indignant because N
Sun  was made Minister ::-f War; he a]wmitﬂd the peasantry

Bebastian,
Angust 8, further by directing the erops in and near the Carlish ¢ is=

o tricts to be hm;_;‘};.,t}gﬂmghtk ome severs and uiterly nseless
ke i 2 &ﬁgngéﬁrﬂnt 40 be mentioned herenfter; o then msﬂﬂ&:
order to his srmy, ss il inviting atteck, telling them 1l
they had need of rest; leaving them under Layurt-'am ¢
himself then went off to Madrid to dabble for a tﬂ.l‘-'llﬂ-
polities ; returning; he eontinned his masterly inaelivity uni
August, when his resignation was necepted ; and thml.
left for France, only remaining long enough en rﬂiﬂ&. Bk
Bayonme to sign the new Constitntion, which had i
;:;i':::r ~adopled at Madrid, the nun-nmeptﬂ.ﬂ&ﬂ of which would have
155, possibly endangered his pension !
Cul, Wylde, The one serious engagement referred to was apread ¢ '---‘:1-
Gebastin, the 29nd, 23rd, and 24th of May. He intended to move &
June % on & former oceasion from Vitteria on the heights of Arlabs
: with thirty-two battalions, and if he should succeed in & P
turing the Carlist position he wonld then move on Unifes
As this place was untenabla in a military point of yiew, snd
as he would be unable to obtain more than a few days pros
vigions, he must have known that he would have to ”* ‘:
again to Vittorin. He was cartain in such a case o B :)
harassed by the Carlist leader, Eguia, and to have his retet ,:
grade movement deseribed as a fight ; and he eould nob

1
expect to produce any permunent effect on the enemy. he
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“peanlt guite justified these premises. He suceeeded after
Yery severe fighting in repulsing the enemy on the heights
‘of Arlaban, and in destroying their lines both there and in
' 'ﬁjm’kﬂf Villa Beal. He inflicted and he sustained heavy
~ lpsa: the gallantry of his troops was all that conld be
MJ but he was obliged to return to Vittoria, the spirita
of his troops were not reised, and the Carlists elaimed the
yictory., Nor was it diffienlt in the face of the facts of the
situation to persuade the pessantry that the Carlist elaim
wag o just one.
It only remains in this part of the story to turn to the
North-east, and to gnther a crumb of comfort from the nar-
rative of the movements of General Evans and the charming
Bpanish general, Jouregni. The movements were not very
startling, but action of any sort comes to the student of this
epoch in the war's history with a refreshing resmlt. The
. reader has to imagine a besieged city and n goneral who felt
many calls to break throngh the surrounding barriers. His
plans were many ; his hopes were more numerous even than
his plans, History is, however, a mosaie of events rather
than intentions. (Yenersl Hvans pussged the Irumeea river Col Wylde,
on the morning of the 28th of May, and took possession ﬂf'ﬁﬂmgi.%
Passages. The English commodore with the Phoeniae, Salu- o B
mander, and Comef, co-operated with him in the port of
Passages, and the snecess was attained with little loss and
with almost no rosistance. The position the vietors had
sectired wag retained without difienlty, and owing mainly to
the confidenco inspired by the presence of Jaurewui, the
pensante gradually commenced to re-oecupy the ground from
Which they had heen driven. The Curlists, however, made M,
more than one nttompt to recover the gronnd they had lost. (o
One was made on the 6th, another on the 9th June; and £,
ulthongh these offorls were unsneecssful, they were nol iy
ﬂﬁbﬂrmﬂ from strengthening the positions they then held,
With & view to further cxertions. The courage and perse-
Verance displaved on both sides were very great; and the
Fﬂﬂurumcn and privations were on a par.  The Carlist foree nig

I the immediale front of Gleneral Evans was only seven jybt
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battulions, and eix companies of Don Carlos's guunh,,
there were many more available troops at hand. ‘Fﬂ.ﬁ
was within a day’s march with the reserve; and the aw
able force of the Carlists againgt General Evans wa
followe :—41% battalions, or 21,000 effective men,
into three divisions, with a reserve ; one operating in
under Gureis, the gecond moving by Estella towards B
la Teyna, the third under Gomez pureuing a vie
gareer over the richest of the loyal provinces, and the
at Balinag, The disposition of the Carlist forces was fa
able to the suecessfnl interference of [ﬂrdmm, but }m
not the requisite ability or foresight. Remaining idle b
self, he allowed one of hissubordinates, Tello, to be &ﬂf
by Gomez, while General Evans had to act wilhout al;lj
Cordova’s co-oporation agninst a large enceinfure of €
entrenchments round Ban Bebastinn. The foree nunde
Grenernl Evans in June, 1836, consisted of the followit,

-

troops :

9 regiments of the Britieh Leglon, hombering == {E[ﬁ} =
1 battalion Chapel Gortis .. . 5 e A
3 battalions of Harnpoza .. i oy % = m b
. L Lizht Infantry .. o = .. TG00
] B SE bl —_—
1 i Segovia .. o ol an EE‘“

| = Jaen (at 3 urstﬂ.]‘m} b - . B0 3

Total 10,000

He was always able, alao, to reckon on the nssistancs of ‘_,
men of the Royal Marines, who were borne on the bouks of
Lord John Hay's squadron. As, however, he required at
Jeast 5600 of the above for the defence of the lines, his only.
nvailable 1:1-'}.;::]:-5 or active employment amounted to 4908
men, and a regiment of cavalry,

With this foree, he did during the summer of 1836 a good
deal to enlarge the territory round Ban Sebastian in the
possession of the Queen’s troops, and to destroy the neare it
of the enemy's works. He probably, by his netivity, deterred:
gsome of the Carlist forces from aeting in other parts of the
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~ North; bul it cannot be said that any practical results were
- ‘l'ﬂT apparent. The Duke of Wellington said with a sneer,
~ that all that Evans had déne was to extend the evening
promenades of the inhabitants of Ban Bebastian |

- 'Up to the 1Z2th July, the advantage, althﬂugh not very
‘great, in the almost incessant fighting round San Sebastian,
Bad been with Genernl Evans; bat on that day he made
an ill-advised attempt on Fuentarabin, which completely
fuiled, and which prodnced a very bad effect on the mem of
the Legion., The retreat was exeemfed with good order,
and nnder somewhat trying civenmmstances, the heal being
exceszive ; but the failure was keenly felt. 1t was only
sacertained lor the first time on arriving before Fuentarabia,
that artillery would be required to make a breach, and
no guns had wecompanied the foree, This was ome of
the usnal instances of want of ordinary precaution, which
were g0 common during this war, and it seems quite inex-
eusable. In his report of the failure to Cordova, General
Evane admitted his ignorance of the sirength of the place,
eomplaining that the first intimation he received that the
enamy bnd been for two months working at its defences, was
on his arrival before its walle. Hueh an admission speaks
volnweg for Lhe ntter absence of any eystematic arrangements
for seeuring information of the enemy’s movements, The
failure was followed by the appearance of mutiny and dis-
affection in the Legion, already treated in the special chapter
devoted to that body. Before, however, continuing the
marrative of San Sebastian, it will be well to allnde to the
force of regular English troops which was gradually drawn
mto the operations,

And, at the conelnsion of this chapter, let the reader panse
and consider what was the slate of Spain during the period
of Cordova’s command in the North. It seems incredible,
HT_-t]l‘-"‘lgh trne, that nt a time when rebellion was nearly
?i“f"ﬂriﬁﬂﬂqwhan foreign nid was at work to vindicate the
51“11!.1‘& of the govornment on the Spanish people—when
Provinces hitherto loyal were uitering threats of self-govern-
Went and of menace againet the parent exeeutive—and when
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mutiny, murder, and massaere gtalked the Inml,—-ﬂm
men at Madrid were diseussing forms of repre
electoral districts, qualifications of members, nnﬂ, ]
problems ns are suiled for the consideration of a natios 1
peace and wilth leisure. And with a strange iromy, at 1
very moment when the Cortes was Endca.munug to e
out of its wisdom some new Constitution of 1838,
should salve all the wounds of sensilive refﬂrmﬂm., I
were shouting for the Constitution of 1812, with huma
dishelief in their present statesmen ; and half-dronken
diers were threatening the Queen-regent, unless she w
support that form of government, which they admi
that they did not nnderstand, but which they believed s
ensure them regular pay and abundant food! Yet it 15
for an Englishman, who has studied the same decade in
history of his own country, to seoff at the Spaniards
songht in parliamentary reform the panacea for all e
social and political. During the exeitement sttending
paseing of the English Reform Bill of 1832, it was nmﬁ.
Eya]nn}- Bmith, that * all young ladics imagined thmt RS HOOH
“ a8 it wae passed, they would be msi;anﬂ:,r married ;
“ boys believed that gerunds and supines would be abn i
“and that currant tarts wounld come down in price; the
“corporal and the sergeant thought themselves sure «
*“double pay ; nnd bad poets expected a demand for r
“epica.” There ave several elasses in 0 community to whom
constitutional reform is especially attractive. The m el
office-hunters, the theorists, the thonghtful poor, and f
resentful.  Madrid abounded in office-huntera: ﬂ~-"‘_'-
theoriste were not nnknown among the middle elasses, where :
a mwan might venture to play with fire without balﬂﬂ'
consumed ; and there were thoughtful men among the
Bpanigh poor, but they either confided their donbts to 18
priests, or they were satisfied to trust unto the day the evil i
i.harmf, and—on rare oceasions—to exelaim, © Lot us e
“and drink, for to-morrow wo die!” Dut the last-nam ed
class—the resentful —was more nuwmerous and almast n8
dangerons s the place-seckers, Centuries of oppression hud i‘

L
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. 'fmﬁﬂ the iron eat into the souls of men, who under a good
~ government would have been law-abiding and law-supporting
. eitizens. With the advent of the young Queen, these men
thought the hour had come when they might shriek ont their
~ acensations sgainst the past, and sob out their pspirations
~ for the foture. The wheels of routine government—like
the honrs of youthiful days—revolved too slowly for such
men a5 these; they felt that they owed to their suflering
fathers o great debt, which conld only be paid in the form of
sweeping, oven of reckless change; they looked on the
‘suppression of rebellion e a duty second to the establishment
of free government ; and thoy remembered that some half
eentury before, in Franes, military grandeur followed instead
of preceding the awaking of a nation from its sleep of
elavery,

This class—the resentful—made Spain re-echo in 1836
with their ignorant ery for the Constitution of 1812, which
was their shibboleth for liberty. This elass—the resentfnl—
furnished the ready dupes for office-seekers, for rival chiefs,
for selfish priests and rabid atheists. The FOATY pass away,
but the traditions of old wrongs, and the belief in living
ones, linger, This class—the resentfnl —is the motive power
which leads to justice and liberty, but it is also the favourite

pabulum for demagogues, and the easiest of all classes for
place-hunters to manipulate.

-
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CHAPTER VIII.

Tue Bovar Awrmizny CoNTINGENT.

Mss,
MBS, by sorvices on shore at Paon Sebastian of some oy

‘:-1rL-.'ui1|ug- Marines belonging to the squadron commanded ‘rnr
:,T']l{%ﬁ' John Hay, and allusion also was made to the absence
¥.0. one important occasion-—of artillery. By the terms of th
treaty arrauging the Quadruple Alliance, England onlk
undertook to assist the Queen’s canse by sea, but the governs
ment was ensily persuaded to allow any aid o be rendere
on shore which Lord John Hay could [urnish frum
ghips. The eredit of the Eng]ls].l arms being once | ed
to be al stake by this concessinn, il was an casy ﬂmi Iln it
gtep for the English ﬁnvemmaut to render further assist
anee both in the way of men and matéieial ; the ouly reserva-
tion made being that the lettor of the treaty, if not ile
E]Jirit-, should be IEEI}E::E!LI by mustériug on the books of
the squadron the men of the military contingent who wera
serving on shore, This was done; and Lord John Hay
retained, during the war, complete control over the move-

ments and discipline of the few officers and men of
English regmlar forees who were allowed to take part in
operations on the north eoast of Spain, 3
Although somewhat anticipating matters, the reference to.
the employment of {Le English Royal Marines made in tha

last chapter, makes this a convenient place to deseribe the ad="
ditional assistance rendered on land by the English Govern=
ment, which, althongh numerieally small, yet gives a apaﬂlll

interest in thla war to the Royal Artillery of England.

Colquhaun 1|' ENTION has been made in the previous uhapturnf
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Tt was in November, 1836, that a detachment of two
ﬁh.lt-am officers (Lientenants DBassett and Dupmis *) and
thirfy-six non-commissioned officers and men of the Royal
Attillery, under the command of Second Captain J, N.
Colquhoun, was sent from England to San Sebastinn, and
thﬂ. under the orders of Lord John Hay for eo-operation
with the Christino army and the British Auxiliary Legion.
Captein Colguhoun was an officer of considerable experience
and energy, & good linguist, and possessed of great in-
penuify, a8 evineed by him in o marked manner later in
life, when he Leld an important post in the Royal Arsenal
at Woolwich, Bhortly after the arrival of this detachment,
part of if, under Captain Colguhoun and Lientenant Bassett,
wid transferred to Portugalete, in the neighbourhood of
Bilbuo, to assist in the operations for the relief of that
eity by Kspartero, which will form the subject of a snbse-
quent chapter. For his services on this oceasion, Captain
Colquhoun (who would appear to have already reecived the
loeal rank of Major) was wazetted Brevet-Major, and received
the local rank of Tientenmant-Colonel. In January, 1837,
the detschment was inereased by a reinforcement from
Woolwich, consisting of 60 non-commissioned officers and
mon under Lieutenants (. Warburton t and Collingwoond
Dickson.f  Lient.-Colounl Colquhoun now assumed the
comumand of the whele artillery force serving under Lord
John Hay, which, in addition to that mentioned aboye,
meluded 100 men of the EHoyal Marine Artillery, ollicered
by Captain Castiean, Lieutenants Clapperton and Parke, and
Becoud Licutenant Sava g,

The arraugement of this little fores was a8 followa: A
field buttory was formed under the command of Captain
G&?hiﬂﬂ‘l; Lientenants Dupuis, R.A., and Bavage, R.ALA.,
being in command of hali-batteries, the officers and non-
commisgioned officors being mounted, and the guns (two

* Alterwands Geueral Sir John Dupuis, E.C.B.
T Afterwards Major, und M. P, fur Harwich.
+ Now Lieut~General Sir Collingwood Dickson, KB, V.C.
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light G-pounders and two 12-pounder hﬂmﬂﬁn&
waggons being drawn by mnles; a mountain b r-.-:,1i|
four 12-pounder (2 ewt.) monntain howitzers was n]:w
ganized, manned entirely by the Boyal Artillery, (ne
Japtain Bassebt in command, sssisted by Lientenants 1"'
burtom and Dickson. Some 12-ponnder rockets
supplied to this battery ; and o considernbls number of {h
same weapons were supplied to a detachment of toyal
Artillerymen: under Lientemant Clapperton, the means of
transport being mules. The Reserve Artillery - small
force—manned two 18-pounder gungd, under Lisuten ==:1.;_ :
Parke, T8 M A—the same weight E.lﬂ...,num'hﬂr of puns
earned, nearly twenty years later, in’ the Crimea, on -‘nj‘,"
bard-fought field of Inkermann, a great glory for
Licntenant Dickson whoso ecurage near San babaa‘l-mn
more than one oceasion was the gratefnl theme of Colonel
Colquhoun’s despatehes, b
These field artillery arrangements did not absolve the
officers and men from serviee, when required, in the g
gon batleries. They were detailed for duty on emergency
in the various forts which lormed the line of defence in
front of San Bebastian, in eonjunetion with the E;_l nis
Artillery and that of the Legion. It may here be men-
tioned that the Artillery of the Legion had also a-
battery of two light 6-pounders, and two 12-pounder ho
zerd; thal the Bpanich Artillery had a mountain hattﬁrj"
Py guns, and that some guns of position (drawn ’h;r
bmllocks) were kept, as a rule, in the more advanced ‘W’tﬂiﬁ
of the lines for defensive purposes, and never appeared on
any purely fisld service. :
In itz due place in thiz work, reference will he made FIF
the activity of the Ban Bebastian garrison in Mareh, 1837 ;
but it may be here stated that the conduet of Colomel :
Colquboun’s force received most favomrable mention both
from Sir De Lacy Tyans and Lord John Hay, In May of
the same year, the same lorce gained much distinetion it
conneetion with Fepartero’s movements; but in the subse-
quent operations np fo the end of 1837, it tock bnt Liftle

H
1
.
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o , viiL.  The Koyal ﬂ-rﬁzﬂe@ Cﬁfa.:'z'ar{gmf. B1

33 smd after Ctencral FEvans returned home, and was
in the ¢ommand at Ban Bebastian by General
11, the re-organisation of the Bpanish troops ocenpled
tt,pr for a long time belore he ventured on some

I}lmng the year 1838 sevoral minor ﬂpﬂratmu_a were
mndertaken from San Bebastian against the Carlists from
tima to time, in which {he Royal and Royal Marine Artillery
took part ; but they were of no great importance, and were
direeted prineipally agninst the small Carlist towns on the
eonst in tha vicinity of San Schastian, in order to harass the
enemy and intercept supplies coming into these small ports
from Franen, These operations were naval expeditiona in
which the steamers of Lord John Hay's gquadron conveyed
froops and mountain artillery, which landed and oceupied
these places for a short time, capturing and destroying any
stores which the enemy had been umable to carry away, Tn
fack, by this time the whole interest of the war was concen-
frafed on Hspartero, nnd the Christing foree in and around
San Bebastian had been reduced until it was morely suffi-
wient to garrison the places which had been ocenpied in the

' Qﬂﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂ&mn and to mndertake with the assistance of the

Brifish squadron any small operations whieh might bharnss
the enemy.

This state of affairs continued nntil the war in the Basque
Provinges waas put an end to—as will be seen—by the Con-
vention of Bergnra in 1830 ; and in the summer of 1840 the
detachments of Royal Artﬂlﬁr:-,, Boyal Enginsers, Hoyal
Marine Artillery, and the battalion of Marines, were ordered
to Bnglund. The following officers of the Hu:.-al Artillery
Were present at varions times with the detachment, viz:

Lient,-Colonel J. N Colguhoun, v command,

=i Captaing, Bassett, Lieutenanis, I, Cleaveland.
P Weller, =3 . C. Young,
" Bernore, ih J. I, Calur.
T Garstin, i I, +, Ross.
Licutensnts, J. Dopais, b (. Dickson:
n . D, Warburton, i F. B, Ward.

&
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Of these, the following received decorations from th
Spanish Government, in acknowledgment of their sery 'i'
ViE. :
Lieut.-Colonel Colquhoun .. Ordera of 2nd Class of San -.'?"'

and Commander of Iﬂﬂ.’!ﬂﬁﬁ

Catholic. k-
Captain Bassett .. s .. Orders of Ist Class of San Fer ;

and  Knight of lashells  (h

Catholic. .
Capinin Derners .. - < Ruoight of Carlos TIT.

Lieutenant Warburton ., « 16t Class of Ban Fernando.

The detachment of Iloyal Engineers which went '
England was under the command of Lientenants "ﬁﬂnm _:_
Burmester, and did excellent service, Under the designs
of these officers nearly all the important field w::nrkn
redoubts for the defences of the lines of Ban Schastian, and
of the towns of Hernani, Oynrzun and Irun were pls ned
and eonstrueted, nnd the thanks of the Bpanish Governme t
were more than once conveyed to them., On Lisctenant
Vicars’ promotion to the rank of Captain, he was made
Brevel-Major, and he received from the Bpanish Government
the knighthood of Isubells the Catholic, and the First C
of Ban Fernando, Lieutennnt ]"iurm-&ﬂlar, on attaining
rank of Captain, also was made DBrevet-Major for his se
vieea in Spain. e

The services of the detachment of the Royal Ms *_ ;-
Artillery also received frequent acknowledgment from fhe
Bpanish Covernment. Captain Castiean, who had been i
immediate command, received promotion to the rank of
Brevel-Major, the decoration of the First Class of Sam
TFernando, snd the knighthood of Isabella the Lahhu]m
s subualterns, Lieutenants Clapperton and Savage, roceived
the decoration of the First Class of San Fernando. I

The connection between the sclentific branehes of tha
army of England and the Christine couse in Spain was nof,
however, confined to the detachments just mentioned. The
sorvices of Artillery and Enginesr officers oxtended to deli-
cato ﬂi}_ﬂumutiﬁ dnties. The reader hns already learnt how 3
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meh was dne to Colonel Wylde, the senior English Com-
__._;.” or with the Queen's armies, from a diplomatie,
. ieal, and humanitarian point of view, Thers were
who made him their model—in relntions and eir-
m:;aa which were as delicnte and embarrassin &, even
il not as prominant, s his: and although perhaps chrono-
logienlly irregular, it may be well now to particnlarise the
pfficers of Arfillery and Tngineers whom the British
Government sent to the Christino srmies at various times
during the war, to perform analogous duties to those imposed
g0 early on Colonel Wylde,
There wore three military eommissioners, all of them
officers of the Royal Artillery, sent by Lord Palmerston, as
.  Toreign Becretary, to keep the English Government well
informed as to the transactions in Spuin.  Colonel Wylde's
appointment was the firat. iz duties were intended at fiyst
lg be confined to the army in the Basque Provinces; and
with him were agsociated, a8 assistant commiggioners, Lien-
tenant Lynn, TLE.,* und Lieutenant (3. Turner, R:A.f The
second comuissioner was  Colonel Luey, B.A., who was
appointed to ths army in Valencia, when Cabrera’s move-
ments in that direction began to nssmme o formidable
Spperanco.  He was a very laborions man in details, VeTY
Gonscientions, brave, and, like all brave men, humdne ; but
l}i!: lacked statesmanship and liberal views of matters sub-
mitted to him. Ho sulfered from the school in which he had
been broaght up, and whieh s still open in England 4o court
tlwary pupils—the sehool which tenches that red bape is god
- and ihat elerks ura his prophots.  Colonel Laey's private cor-
respondence displays a vigonr and clear-sightedness which is
absent from his official reports. In these lntter he evidently
Bkrove to rench the standard which long training had tanght
him“i'mﬂ- most aeceptable to War Office officials ; and it is Just
t“_hm momory to say that he sneceeded. The Foreign Office
might desire information—the finaneial authorities demanded

* Now Betired Lieut.-Colonel Liyun,
t Dicd in lroland o Brevet-Majar,
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vouchers, Urgeney might ot times interfere with the ¢
of the former; nolhing was allowed by the gu]]a.n 2
sioner to prevent the remdering, in as copions a f
clerkdom could desire, of the latter. Colonel Lncy had done
gallaut service in his long and honourable earcer. Ha pos
sossed marked ability and sterling integrity, and ha lived
to display these qualities after the Bpanish War of Sucee
had come to an end. But he had secepted clerkdom a:f.
own price; he sought to propitinte it by multiplied d
ments : and when too late he fonnd that the feet of his
were of clay, and that there was a grander object of wen
which had been hid from him by the officious entity w
had demanded his reverence.  Colonel Lacy was not singu
nor have the circumstances to which in short-sighted lo
he suecumbed, fuiled forty years later to surronnd men _
gasp for breathing-room, and who resent the stamping ol
of their individunlity. When Colonel L'm:jr was firat
pointed, he tock with him as assistant commissioners Captain
M. Willinms, B.E..* and Lieutenant E. Crofton, R.A.; § bub
having been tnken prisoncrs b;r the Carliste on their wnf >
Madrid, and compelled to promise not to serve againgt De
(arlos, they were ordered home and repluced by Cap
Alderson, R.E. .} and Lieutenant Askwith, R.A.§ The fa
of these was invalueble as an engineer adviser, scourabe
a deseriber, brave a3 a soldier, and never idle in hig laboan ~:-
Of Lieutenant Askwith it has been said by a cuntempura:rj‘, |
whu was well able to judge, that “ he played a distinguished

“ part in the war. . . . Tle was much distinguished for hﬂ\r :
“ pallantry and ahﬂ:hr and wns wounded in 1840 by Q
¢ musket ball in the shonlder.” Tt may be added that he
algo had a Lorse shot under him. In addition to Iﬂﬂlgﬂ-i-‘
tion of his services by the Bpanish Government, Lientenant
Askwith, on reaching the rank of Captain was made Brevet=

* Afterwards General and Colonel-Commendant.
+ Died ot Malta, Colonel on the Staf.

1 Afterwards Colosel,

§ Now Lieut~Ceneral W. H. Askwith, R.A,

|| Bir Collingwood Dickson, V.C,, K.C.1.
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%1 and in dne ecourse of time received, as guneral
~ oflicer, the much-coveted reward for distinguished services.
~ The third commissioner was Colonel Edward Michell, B.A.*
“an officer of Peninsnlar experience, of marvellous genius
.‘jﬂ of winning disposition, who was appointed to the
. j_:—,mrn"f'. Catalonia in Angnst, 1839, with Major . Du Plat,
R.E.t and Tientenant Collingwood Dickson} (from Colomel
Colquboun’s foree), R.A., as assistant commissioners. The
abilities of these nssistants, and the daring ecourage of the
latter on mors than one oceasion, are matfers of history.
‘The duties performed by these military commissioners
wera not done au pied de In lettre of thelr instruetions. They
excended them when they could aid the eause of humanity.
Thoy need the sword ss well as the pen, when 1t counld
aid the cause of their country's allies. They were proof of
the walue of straightforwerdness and single-mindedness in
diplomacy ; for they wore always believed. Dut to the
historian, these commissioners have u special value. The
writing between the lines in the story of this war comes
from them: and in civil war such supplementary informa-
tion is most valuable. Men who write history have a bad
habit of only discussing proper names, and events writfen
m eapital letters, This is not so much owing to hero-
worship or idelatry, ag to the neeessity of producing a ver-
tebrate instead of an invertebrate book. And yet in eivil
war how liltle of the heroism snd suffering is written in
capitals ; what pages upon pages of endurance and courage
will bo fonnd in the smallest of type, in cottages, villages,
and in back streets, where hunger and cold have hardly loft
toom for the coneeption of other evila! One is ohliged to
ublieh the story of the war to such men as Mina, Tspartero,
and Cabrera : and yet not one tithe of the praetical story of
the war will be gloaned thus, that will speak from one of

" Died in Jaffn as Prigndice-Gereral in eommand of British Forces
in 1541

1._ Died at Vienna i 1855, Brigadier-General and Military Commissioner
during the Crimean War,

Now Sir Uollingweod Digkson, K.C.15, V.0,
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the many faded letters vel extant that wers written
migsioniers who had cyes bat no hiss—who had sympath y bt
no prejudice. From the many tales thus learned
reader be told one, S
A considerable exchange of prisoners had been ares
between the Army of the Centre and part of Cabrera's f
Knowing well that the Carlists were but indifferent host
to their prisoners, one of Lhe Fnglish ﬂummiaﬂiﬂn&m':__:
chased some food nnd wine, and, proceeding to the place where
the exchange was to be effected, spread on the fair hill -
in the fulness of his heart, a tempting banguet to awail
released prisoners. Presently as he stood, there appe
long column of prisoners. And what u sight it was! Jei
mon galvanised into nnreal life would have been n ches
picture compared with these starved wretches, Their s
almost black, was tightened seross their faces wntil Liess
looked like pauinted skulls; their forms were eronching in
upathy, and yet atb times quickened on the rongh road with
puin; they were silent and seemingly listless, but
cyes had the appesrance of looking into the distance, i
in search of the conntry where suffering is unknown. A8
they drew near, the commissioner hurried forward to ] i
ghastly gronps, and invited them to partake of the repust
had spread.  Bome Bpanish punetilio lorbids the scceptance
of & stranger's invitation in such a way, and with hun
eyes and quivering lips, the poor starved creatures ha
their acknowledgments, and murmnred a stalely refuss
although they had fifteen weary miles yet to travel. Bewils
dered, Lo repeated his invitation, but with like result; then
appreciating their motives, he mounted and rode away. He
had not ridden many yards ere, turning round, he saw e
famished erowd fling themaelves on the ground, gnawing snd
worrying the food like etarved dogs, each man as ho tore at his
owl morsel glaring ravenously also at that of his neighbour.
The gaoler and the captive had been Spaninrds alike; it
was eivil war ; and the Gospel of Christ hud been preached
for 1800 years.

* Lientenant Askwith, E.A. ?
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we indehted to the narratives of the English
wors. It i3 true that the main events constitute
rauework or skeleton of history ; but oue requires the
and blood, the features and expression, to elothe the
gkoleton of a man, before one can guess even approzimately

i his true character,
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CHAPTER IX.

Tur Mocrixe Marcr or GouEez.

e e-xpedmcm of Gomez from the provinces towards
Madrid in the summer of 1836, makes a E_tmt.u'hlﬁ ink
between the command of the Queen’s armics by Cordova and
the assumption of that office by Espartero. Gomez had been
chief of Znmalnearreguy’s staff in fhe Carlist army, and w
an able and gallant general.  The expedition he commande
and eontrolled was dictated, it iz said, by Aunstrin, Prussia,
Russia, and Sardinia, and by these powers the sinews of war
nre said to have been found. Gomes performed his tusk
admirably. In the language of a contemporary and impar-
fial historian, * Ile marched twiee aeross the kingdom,
“ pursued and surrounded by armies greater than his ownj
“ and, althongh encumbered by prisoners and plunder, he
“ disappointed all their combinations, and found eafefy in
“{he most desperale circumstances by his vigilance and
“ etivity, bringing back with him almost the whole of hig
“ troops, and by far the greator part of his booty.” TIi was
in the end of June that he commenced his operations, bearing
a likeness to the more recent movements of Genernl Sherman
during the American Civil War, He commeneed with a foree
of 7000 men, and his marvellons activity ean be judged by
the following skeleton account of his eampaign. Leaving
Ordima on the 26th June, he marched first westwards to the
Asturias, encountering the firsk opposition at Reynoss, in i
the Hantander mountains. The foree which he enconntered
wag, however, iuferior in numbers, being ahout 3000 strong,
aud was eagily ronted. As soon as Cordova had heard of
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(omez' movements, he had despatched Espartero with a
.ﬁﬁaﬁmmbly larger foree in pursuit. The latter goneral
‘was, however, quite unable to keep pace with Gomez, who
reached Oviedo on the Tth July, obtaining easy possession,
and thenee proceeded across the Minho to Gallicia, entering.
Bantingo, its eapital, in the middle of July, followed st an
anterval generally of & day or two's march by Tapartero.
The Chrigtino general was confident that he wounld overtake
Gomesz if he altempted to re-crosa the Minho, but was dis-
appointed. He had n skirmish with his rear-guard, which
waR exageerated into a victory at Madrid, but Gomez got
back in perfect safety and with all his booty into the Astu-
risg. Enconraged by his success in this first march, the
Carlish leader commenced a second in a very few days, and
in the middle of Augnet he entered Castile, moving in the
direetion of Aragon, There was great alarm in the eapital,
and many defensive precautions were taken by the new
Minister of War, Gonoral Bodil. In the course of arranging
& forea to cover Madrid againgt the advance of Gomesz, a foree
of some 1200 Christinos, nnder a general called Lopez, was
ecanght by Gomez, completely routed, and the leader cap-
tured. This oeeurred within a day’s march of Madrid, and
shows the daring of the Carlist chief, snd the confidence he
entertained in the presence of sympathisers in the metropolis,
After this combat Gomez proceeded throngh Cuenga to the
burflara of Lower Aragon, and was reinforced en roulg by
Varions roving bands, including some under the now famous
E'ﬂ-’ﬂﬁ:lﬂnian chief, Cabrera, whose charscter and exploits will
toceive detailed study hereafter, Cordova had in the mean-
timo heen gncceeded in the command of the Army of the
North by Hapartero, who was therefore under the necessity
of Entrusting to another, Alaix, the task of following the
sWilt-footed Gomez. The movements of this rash but sue-
cassful Carlist wore bewildering. He seemed to despise all
the ordinary laws of warfare, to wander away from his baso
of communications to distant placer whither chance or the
Prospect of booty led him, and to be ntterly indifferent to
the fick that hostile columns were moving in belween him
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and his base, and that fresh enemies were rising romny
every mile he marched throngh a country where the
canso was believed fo have no hold. The andacity of I
movements contributed to his suceess; it was belie
trembling eitizens, at whose gntes he stood, that Le
have behind him some other foree on whose e operatio
Le could depend ; and, as they trembled, they opened thei
gates and their purses, and swelled the long train of plunde
which followed in the wake of the ever-victorions (oe:
On the Tth Septerber we find him plundering in Utitl; i
a few duys he is before Hegnena, just keeping ahead of
with lus grealer numbers; on the 16th, sfill marel
boldly towards Mnreia aud Andalusia, he took the tow
Alvacete; on the 18th he turned towards Castile, whiel i
entered at Tloda, but earefully avoided u general action with
the superior force pursuing him; on the 20th his reat
guard wus overfaken by the ndvanced cavalry of Alaix on th
frontiers of La Mancha, and a trifling engmgement w
took place was magnified as usual at Madrid into o %
derfnl viclory, in the hope of luring foreign capita
lend money yet onee again to the government. Comes |
marched openly, and for & time unpursued, into the hem
Andalusia, erossed the Sierra de Segura, and entered
Provinee of Juen on the 23rd of Beptember. Nor wad
in any way opposed by the national guards,  those vall
“ setters-up and pullers-down of constitutions.” On
27th Le crossed the Guadalquiver st Anduyar, and
poseession of the city of Cordova on the 1st Oetober. e
had distanced his pursuers nt this time by & week, and hs i
leismre to sceure in Cordova plunder to the amount of
£200,000. The alarm was universal by this time in th g
part of Spain which was threatened with u taste of what w 18
almost ehronie in the North ; and the reproaches hurled 0y
the Madrid press at the War Department wero lond and ficreg.
Arrangements were hurriedly made to seal the fate of Gomes,
which socmed certain to succoed. Bodil himself advanced
against the Carlists from the North; Alaix pressed on from
the Eaet; the Captain-General of Andalusis was posted |
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L W Seville and Cordova ; and from the Houth, Esealanto
 was advancing with the valional guards of Malaga. The
ﬁ&.mmed was the first to encounter Gomesz, but the 1=zsna
was speadily decided ngainst the Christinos, who were utterly
pouted. Gomez now returned to Cordovwa, pursued by Alaix,
~ and thenes confinued in & northern divection, hoping to cross
the Tagus in spite of Rodil. On his way he took the rich
giby of Almaden with ease, and enriched his foree with arma
sud smmuonition.  With rapid movements he anticipated
Hodil, erossed the Guadiana on the 26th Qetober, and on the
following day took possession of Guadalupe, a small town,
Marvellons as was the success of Gomez ag yet, the way of
his eseape was not yet apparent. The crossing of the Tagns
was forbidden by the forces under Hodil and Alaix. These
generals were quarrelling, bul they were there.  Another
Christine general, Narvaez, with some 5000 men, had also
taken the field, and was displaying the cnergy and activity
of & new eandidate for power. The situalion of Gomes,
hemmed in by some 15,000 or 20,000 men, was perilous. v
“ He was. ent off from the Tarus on the North, Portugal g,
“hemmed him in on one side, and the Guadiana, defended
“by saperior forces, on the other. He adopted the only
* alternative which remained to him, and resolved to return
“t0 Andalusia, while all the three armies pursued him.”
Crossing vapidly the Guadiana and Guadalguiver, he reached
on J%}.H} 13th Novemher, now with a four daye’ starl over
Pn_ndﬂ, Ecija, & point between Seville and Cordova. The
EJ_I‘E"-"HIJIL of the armies in pursnit wag now tuken, at the
dictation of public opinion, from Rodil, and given to Ribero,
As if conrling disaster, Gomes still pressed to the Bouth,
almost to Gibraltar, pursned by Ribero, Alaix, and Narvaez ;
but Lo was walching his opporlunity, and by admirable
ﬂ_iming:f he sneceeded in evading Bibero, and in foreing the
line near Narvaey position, with considernble loss, but in so
thorongh & manner that from the moment he turned to
IEI'ITEHG his steps to the North, his movements were praclically
untettered. He was much assisted by the digsensions among
the Christing gonerals; and “on the 17th Decomber he
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“ grossod the Eht'ﬂ near Ona, and reurhﬂd the heuﬂ-.q_ riers
“ of Don Carlos.”
. Bo much for the burce narrative of this brilliant, if irregulin
expedition. How waa ite fitfnl career viewad by ﬁhg
pasgionate mind of the English Commissioner mt.h
Queen's army in the North ?

Tor some time even Colonel Wylde was misled h'_!;_'

fictions generated by Madrid politicians, and belic
that n natural destiny was dogging the heels of ﬂm-l
Gomez. Hiz mind was alsa so coneentrated on matlers
conneeted with the Legion, that it was not until the ay tumn
was well advanced that he attnched any importanece to th
meteor-like movements of the apparently insane Carlist
general. So thoroughly was the tuf,rallrjr of the distriet
the neighbourhood of Madrid believed in by the Tng
Government, that it seemed to be madness for a Car
lender to appenr there, nuless in very superior foree,
dissensions in Madrid which reached such a piteh in 18
were expected to disappear in presence of the mnati
enemy ; and the appearance of Gomez at the gates of
Madrid would, it was believed, weld all eclasses into &
barmony of action and thought before which he wwhl
swept away. Bpain, is alas! not the only country in whie *
on emergencies, party has proved stronger than patriotismy
but not the less must the fact be chronicled that in Mad id,
in the autumn of 18386, eonflicting politivians lost in the
shrillness of their own smIde t]m sound of nationsl dﬂngﬁ!‘r
and meraly raked in all the crumbs of official comfort which
they could find. They failed to regard the eloud which was
threatening the very existence of thad: government banaaﬂl
whose table they were gathering these orumbs.

Taith supports an individual in his troubles : wilhont
faith in ite rulors, 8 nation faces danger with a consciousness
of weakness which has already sounded the note of sorrender.
But in Hpain there was something worse than this shsence -
of {aith. Faith may to some natures be impossihle, especially
to natures whick are devoured by egotism. But honesty snd
luyalty are qualities which can be enforced by men on them=

[.
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~ gelves, even whers they are not spontanecus; and whieh in
7 Eﬁm&nfgrmt danger are practised [rom considerations of
. pq:.]zuy The policy which wonld induee men to strengthen
the hands of their representatives in critical times was
anknown in Madrid at the time now discmssed ; and while
 the enemy was at the gate, there were politicians in Madrid
who were studying nof how to meet and defy him, but how
best to make capital ont of his presence—even outb of his

The truth reached the English in San Sebastian at length,
and like all evil intellivence which has been kept back or
tortured into good, 1t fell all the more gevercly when con-
eealment was impossible. The same pen which gladly
related how Gomez had plunged into a bottomless quagmire
of diffienliy, had to record that he succeeded in making a
promenade of vielory and plunder through Spain, and had
laughed at all the generals who had been sent in pursuit of
him. Worse even than this was the task imposed on that
pen of narrating lhe dieseneiong among the leaders who
ghonld have shown fo those under them an example of
unselfishness, harmony, and obedience. Conceive a soldier
full of all true soldierlike feeling having to pen such words
a8 these, of men oceupying high positions in the army to
which ho was attached, and with whose labonrs he was in
Bympathy. * Alaix is in Vittorin; Narvaer is still far off ; col wylde,
i a:mrl from what has ocenrred between these two chiefs, it is E‘{b‘“‘*u
“in vain to look for any union of their forces. . . . Tt is 1836
:: totally impossible in the present state of the Spanish Lo,

) ey t‘}tﬂ-llﬂ'lﬂutfmlmn military operations. . . . Fsparfero fﬁﬁmi"u’
2 1111&11[1.5 bringing Alaix before a eomneil of war: and, if ;;l’;t. 18,
) Le refuses to appear, will shoot him—he sayas—through

: the head on the gpot, let the risk be to himsell what it

may; aud he is perfeetly capable of putting his threat
* into execntion,”

There ware, however, distracting events at the head-
qQuarters of the Army of the North, which made the English
U_Emm:sslqner lees alive to the march of Gomez. Tt was
hificalt for him to ngeortuin who was tho responsible




Commnnder-in-chiof ; and yet it was very necessary fo
to have some responsible mun to consult in referen a
Legion, and to cases coming under the Fliok Conye
After Cordova, Saarslield was supposed to be the Ge
chief, and he acted as such; but his known }mhtmﬂi o
prevented the tauhll.rmuhn:rn of Lis appointment. Hisl
was not doubled, and he continued to hLold a respe
althongh subordinate command., Butb if political op
arc once admitted ag an ingredient in the selection j'
general, no shade can be too fine to form an ﬂﬂm El

acceptance or rejection. In faet, so ignorant were 1
men ag to the niceties of political upmmn—-—thn exaet J
of politieal creeds, which in Spain rejoiced in the somw
name of constitutions—that had Lhe colonr of a man's
been believed to be sssociated with the views of an
party, it wonld have been suflicient to ensure for him {
his politieal opponents a professionnl cetracism, Thek 1 of
the same bigotry, which has blossomed in Ameriea mt‘ﬂ
unblushing recognition of politieal over professional »
exists in not o fow countries in Burope. When & man is in
danger of his life, ho' does not nsk the politics of ‘ﬁ
physician: and, happily, when a nation is in peril, it fueng
its back on politiea]l generals, nnd kneels —often with |
blind u faith—before those who ean elaim to have mades var
& profession. The vice which recognizes politieal over

IL.:._ I
professional claims, iz the rmst which grows on a form of

government during the piping times of peace. In the
friction of a nation's agony, the rust dispppears. Dub in
Spain the political and the professional generals were one
and the same. The professional experienées had not been
VEry grrmt and the nation had as vet had no DFPm'tunlfj'ﬁ'
comparing one with aunother, At the commencement of the
war, all the candidates had about equal professional ﬂlmnlﬂ
the WAy to promotion lay therefore through the school ﬂf
experience or that of politics. To an impatient man the
former 18 somewhat slow ; to all men who Lave once satom
however humble a form, the latter school is beyond measure

faseinating. The Bpanish generals before Tepartero found

II'
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‘this to be g0; even Hapartero, after his work was done,
found himsell infected with the familiar Bpanish fever.
Rodil might have had the place denied to Saarsfield, had his

: @ﬁm not been go prononneed. Cordova might have had
~ another opportunity, had his political erecd hoen a virgin
page. To Lis having as yet shown no violeni politicul
Mﬂﬂ. eombined with the fact that the list of eligible
\ mﬂiﬁjtgg had been reduced considerably by the mocking
mareh of Gomez, did Espartero owe the promotion he now
obfained to the command of that Army of the North with
which he was to terminate the war,

It i8 easy to be wise after the fact; and the selection of
Espartero proved cerlainly wise and happy. But what
were his @ priori claims?  Was he a heaven-born genins, or
did he grow in ability with hig opportunities and trials ? It
is uo disparagement, but rather an honour, to say that the
latter is o more correct deseription of the vietorious
Espartoro, Count of Luchana and Duke of Vittoria. His
appointment wae viewed ut first with concern and regret by
the English Commisgioncy, who was ultimately his admirver . Wylde,
#nd friend. “ Tspartero,” he wrote, * has been named ﬁ:ﬁnﬁi.m
* Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the North—a most Sepe. 20,
“ unfortunate choice for the Queen's camse, and for the ™%
* Legion, lo which ke is by no means well disposed.”  And
Inter, he wrote: “ Espartero is brave, but he is vacillating.”
The reader will have an opportunity of seeing bLow this
general eonquered tho good opiniong of those who at first
were somewhat prejudiced against him,

..Iu the meantime, in Mudrid, Mendizabal was proving
hlnftstﬂf us much the snperior of his rival, Istnrits, in
!:mhl:i::a.l sfrategy, as he was of most of his contemporaries
in bodily stature.
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CHAPTER X.

Batsma taw Srean or Biieao.

A CHAPTER of accidents, a chapter of conrnga—a time of

vacillation, and vet a time of marvellons f-l}l"lﬂ.ﬂﬂ
brava generalﬂ life—n ray of light in a dall & -
ambitious wave rising out of s groy seas, and cu::-urtmg he
brightness of the lighthouse of publie interest;—all §
are fit similes by which to illustrate the successful rs
by Espartero of the Carlist siege of Bilban. Tt was
merely the frst great milestone on the rond of ulti
Christimo suceess, bul it also determined beyond que
the man who was {0 make that sneeess certain, From
time the public eye locked on a general whose growi
influence sud rapidly-developing military skill eheckmated
even the intriguers of Madrid, whom he treated with seorn
With the dash and chivalry of a Rupert, Espartero possessed
ulsn Cromwall's scorn for political charlatans, and the g
Roundhead’s confemptuons treatment of a silly and i
bund Parliament found a parallel in many of Bspartero
eommunicntions with the suecessive governments a Madrid.
Perhaps his power was most apparent in hig daring on one
oceagion” to defy the unreasonable impatience of the poli=
ticians fo whom a success in (he field might mean a fresh
lease of office, in order that he might rive to his erude lﬂ'ﬂlﬁ'
gome months of fraining for its final efforts, much a8
(reneral MacLellan did with the Amerienn troops alter ﬂ.'ﬂ-
disaster of Bull's Bun. Ineonsistent as this hesitalion :lﬂ
the field or this painstaking diseipline with raw troops may
have been with his own fiery nature, they were doubtless



" Cwnx.  Raising the Sicge of Bilba. 97

 made endnrable to Lim by the reflection that Le was not
%3’ acting prodently, but was also filling with eonfusion
ﬁl;ﬂa place-seckers in Madrid to whom generals and soldiers
. d batiles were only so many figures in a ealenlation, not
{for gaving Spain, but for swelling their incomes,
- At the date of this chapter—as Lias been shown—Espartero
had come to the surface, not so mueh by his own meritsg—
eeriainly not so much by any brillinnt snecessea—as by some-
thing analogous to the process of exhanstion. On the 218t o wylde,
- Detober, 1836, he wus at Haro, and obtained two or three days g:ﬁum
Inter infelligence that the Carlists had laid eigre to Bilbao Nov. 6,
with same eighteen picces of artillery. He at once pressed ™
forward to Villa Cayo, where he halled on the 28th to enable
the troops seattered about the adjoining valleys to assemble
and be formed into a reserve for the foree with whieh he
proposed to advance to lhe relief of Bilbao. Hiz united ritteen
foree would then amount to no more than 9000 men, nod to Ezltltﬁi':l'_lﬂﬂ
obtain this he had left the whole line of the Ebro, from spuirens,
Lodosa to Mivanda, without a single battalion For ils defenece.
The nrgency of the situation in Espartero’s mind mnst
therefore have been very great. He direeted his foree to
oeeupy the villages between Villa Banta and Vills Lazara,
on that high road to Balmasecda by which bLe intended to
tdvance on Bilbao, Bnt his plans received a speedy change,
On his arrival at Villa Tazara he learnt that Don Carlos had
held n connei] of war at Durango on the 24th October, when
it Wos arranged that Villa Real shounld lead amother expe-
dition into Cagtile, accompaniod by a plenipotentiary, if not
by Don Carlog bimzelf ; and that if the siege of Bilbao
honld indupe Espartero to march to its relief, his arrival at
BﬂIm‘fﬁﬁf}R ghonld be the signal for the departure of the
Fxlll’ﬁm-?un.' It was a wise strategieal nct; bnt, instead of
Hing into the trap, Hspartero delayed his march and sent
;E{:t'm Eﬂ‘:TlﬁT!‘l:._lI Fivane at San Sebastian explaining the
reliop 1"'1; ﬂl_ifi. nrging 11|.i111 to take individual measures for the
the € D]' Bilbuo, : This u;ae;pe.:tenl :_mt.Iun of Ej.q;umturn led
v Arliste to raise the siege for a time, and this concluded
Y be called the first dct in the drama. But there
H
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wae great cause for anxiety. In the North at this seas
there wag a bad climate, and the forces of the Cha
had been weakened by detuching into Castile and
no less than forty-two battalions and eight squ
during the past seven months, The theatre of
npemtmnﬂ which it had been hoped wounld have 'hm t
Bodil in the former provinee, soon drifted back to
North with the retreating forces of Bans, which, in
sense, happily released six other battalions for Eap
On t.ha 9th November news arrived that the siege of B
was renewed, and Espartero moved forward at once to i
it, marching towards Balmasedn and Portugalete, to the latter
of which places a stock of provisions had been sent for the
army by ithe merchants of Santander, in reply to an urgen
appeal by Espartero, The weather at this time was ¥
and most nnfavourable, the arrival of succonr and 10
by sea, even as far as Portngalete, seemed nlmost impogsil
the anchorage of the brigs along the const and in the Ba
Bilbao wae most uneafe, and the besieged city—with on
few days’ provisions on hand—was more completely eul
than ever by a number of small Carlist successes at the
posta.  Espartero’s army had, it is true, inoreased to nes
18,000 men, but Villa Real, having abandoned hiz Cw
expedition for the time, was strongly posted at Homoro
with eighteen battalions, prepared to dispute the Christis
advance on Portugalete. |
On the 20th November Espartero reached Castro with
14,000 men ; but finding that Villa Heal had &Eﬂhﬂ]’ﬂd
bridge at Bomorostro and thrown up intrenchments on “
opposite bank, he did not feel warranted in attemphing o
force the position, and saw no way to relieving Bilbao
unless he were able to Lransport his troops to Portugalste =
by ses.  With much difficnlty and with the assistance of
boats from the English men-of-war he suecceded in landimg
at Portugalete some 4000 men on the night of the ﬂﬂfﬂh
and by degrees during the snecceding thres days he tmﬂﬂk
ported the whele force, and to his great surprise did 80
without firing & shot, .'
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- Op the 27th November he commenced his first advanee
on Bilbao from Portngulete. He decided on moving by the el wylde,
Jeft or west bank of the Bilban river, which is intersected :;ﬂ!ﬁi
—mﬁ} the rivers Galindo and Haleedon. Over the first his Nov. 25,
B - 5 5 1896,
passage was elfected withoub opposition by means of a bridge
gth;m.‘];ﬂ, and the enemy was quickly disledged from the
hmghi_w mntervening between the two rivers; bmt as he re-
tired he burnt the convent of Barcina and destroyed the
ehain-bridge over the Salecedon. The only way now left
for erossing the latter river was ovel a narrow bridge
higher np at Castrejina, and by a bad ford near it, whers
the opposite bank was stéep and wooded to the water's
edge, The Carlisls had made a téfe-du-pont, and had filled
the wood with skirmishers, but there was no renson to doubt
that the Christinos, flushed with suecess, would have carried
all before them and probably marched straight into Bilbao,
But the second act of the drama met with an shrapt and
ﬂiﬁﬁPPﬂiﬂﬁﬂg ending. One of those etrange moments of
bLesitation to which Espartero was subject now occurred. It
gy possibly have heen owing to w sndden spasm of that
painful illuess from which he suffered at times exquisite,
although passing torture, but the resmlt for the time was
fﬁi'ﬂ_-l to a most promising operation. His firal exeuss—ao
'Il'rl]lIEa him in his bettor hours!—was the lateness of the
L Evimmg ; but next morning, without any excuse at all; ha
‘H'l_ﬂlﬂm"?r his forees back io Portugalete, destroying ' the
bridge over the Gualindo as he passed. The English Com-
mizsioner, Colonal Wylds, was sorely exercised when this
Sovement commenced. e endeavonred by every argnment
 bis power to dissuade Espartero: he oven offered to bring
Up the carronades of H.M.8. Sarwcen to cover the prssage of
the Baleedon, but withont success, A vexed, semi-mutinons
EI'IL'L]’ took the place of the gallunt troops of tha previons
pi.g:l;nd they were allowed withont reproof wantonly to
g E; $ILI1 L?.ﬂﬂtltl_'lf, ad they retreated, the :i'l]_lugca of Bara-
Hﬂha’n, %"iﬁi :51'1]11{;_1? hglmlgnd .*'“ t-hala Queen’s Eufrpf:brt-arﬂ in
e i the Carlists yelling after and hflrﬂﬂﬂ"ﬂg them
E¥ retired fo Portugalete, they ended thé serond et of
o2
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the drama in a way which boded the imminent demd
tion of the whole foree® :
The theory that a sudden spasm of his illness eaused £h
puinful retreat is borne out by the fact that Eaparte
barely reached Portugulete before a sudden reaction
and he could hardly be prevented from at onee comm
to have a bridge thrown that very night weross the
Bilbao river, abreast of fhe Desierto, where it iz oyer 800
yards wide, in nrdcr that he might ndvanee on Bilbao by th
right or east bank,* B
The endeavonr to earry ont this last-mentioned se e
'ﬁﬂ s eonstituted the third act of the drama. At daylight on
river, 1st December, 1836, Espartero, having erossed from I
el galete to Algorta, o villuge immediately opposite, by a br
of boats on the previons day, moved forward with his w
force by the right bank, The weather had become
more unfavournble than before, and the Carlists were erowd
ing across the DBanderas monntains in front, with the eviden
intention of dieputing the passage of the Asna, the
stream which intersected tho right bank hetween Alp
and Bilbao, The only cheering fact was the news |
snecessfal sally from Dilbao on the previous day, by m
of which the suburb of 8L, Augnstin and the Convent of ]
Conceplion had «been recovered from the enemy, T
advanes of the Christino forces had not got hgjnnﬂ 1
village of FErandie, when symptoms of wavering s
became apparent in Espartero’s mind, and the night nf
2ud December found his army cantoned in Erandio and "-
neighbouring villages. Rumonrs had reached him that &
Carhsts had withdrawn their heavy artillery from before
Bilbao ; and, fearing that it might be intended for H:ﬂa it
Ell:l'pl.'ltl'[lﬂ' hig advance, he resolved to wait for the nrrn?nl
purt of the reserve from Villa Cayo. Bhould the adv
gver take place, there were two ways by which it m1gh1:~ .
effected : either by turning the head of the Asna, and
moving forward by the Pl{muiﬂ road—1ihe method &&urﬂﬂh’

-

* Esporterc's lugses on the 27th and 28th amounted to 300 men.
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favoured by Espartero himself; or "by crossing the Asna at
its mouth, and proceeding along the heights of 8an Domingo,
which run almost parallel to the rivor, The latter plan was
slrongly urged by the English Commissioner, who waa con-
sulted by Espartero, and it was approved by a couneil of
war; the main objeclion (want of artillery to cover the
making of a bridge under the enemy’s fira) having been
removed by Colonel Wylde undertaking, with the consent of
tho English naval officor in eommand of the Saracen, to land
all the ship’s guns for the purpose,

Al last, then, the relief of Bilbao seemed at hand. On
the night of the 3rd December, 10 out of 13 heavy gmns
of the Suracen had been transported on sledges by English
Beamen and a bablalion of Bpanish gmards, and eoncealad
elose fo the spol where on the following night the battery
Witk {0 be erected which was to command the passage of the
river. The reserve was expected within a fow hours; all
frrangements had been thoronghly completed ; there was an
admirable epirit among the Spaniards, and the English were
excited by the prospect of combat. Captain (locally Tieut.-
Colonel) Colquhoun, of the Royal Artillery, had been de-
Spatched to Ban Bebastian to obtain from Lord John Hay
guns and artillerymen; and Lieutenant Viears, of the
Toynl Engincers, was on the gpot to afford tochnieal assist-
anee during the construetion of the bridge across the Asna.
It eartainty ean ever be assumed in military oporations, it
might havo been with regard to the eventa which were to
follow the 4th Deeomber, 1836, in front of TBilbao. But
abont twilight on that duy ominous whispers began to he
hﬂﬂfﬂ:— and ugly romours reached the advanced poste of the
Christinos on the Asna. Espartero, it was said, had again
changed his mind, Some miserable captain of infantry had
deserted, and it was foared had carried information to the
themy, which would divulge the secret of the hidden gnng
#ud stultify all the cherished plans, Positively with no
“ﬂ'_ﬁf ostensible reason than this, Fspartero on the Hth
r'?**‘mi all hig troops from the villiges m the plain, and
bivouacked them during the Gth and Tth on the heights of
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Aspe, abrenst of the Sasfacen, while another bridge o of bo.
was heing thrown across the Bilbao river about & qua ter «
mile below the Desierto. The bridge at Portugalete, hg(
they had erosged on the 30th November, had been daghe
pieces by the wind and tha swell. On the evening
Tth the whole army recrossed withont molestation,
bridge was broken up, and the east side of Lhe river
undisputed possession of the Carlists,
There wag mueh muttering by the enmp-fires, mua]f: '1""
content expressed even by the patient Spanish aulﬂmr, !
marvel st the apparent timidity of the general,
known to have the courage of a Hon. The most fe
solution waus that the same sensc of raspnnaihiﬁty i
had ernshed so many other brave soldiers, had proved
much for the general who had yet lo earn his spurs
stratogist, or oven as a tactician on sny extended seals
Away in the beleaguered city, where mformation was g "
speculation was rife and despair imminent. Were they |
be abandoned to their fate? IHnd some other Carlish
eut Espartero’s communications and left him belween
fires ? There wero dismal hours during these operat
both before and affer, but depression reached its gl*;ﬂ
point on the evening of the Tth, when in the eamp there was
no confidence in the general, and in the ecity tham was 3
haunting fear. .
The i':mrf:h and penultimate act of the drama resembled
in most respects the seeond. Tapartero resolved ng;a.m to
advance by the left or west bank of the Bilbao river, buf
his attempt was loiled by a series of misandventures, ﬂn the
8th December the bridge which he had again thrown a !-li_
the Galindo was destroyed during the night by ﬂl& W -~'“"
and the land flood ; and it was not until the 12th that ha
wag able to croes, driving the Carlists before him and across
the Saleedon with the same case as on the former umr'.&&iﬁiir
On the 18th and 14th, over n country almost impassable,
owing to incessant rain, it was atlempted to bring up the
aung ui the Saracen to I:I'L['n in battert at Bareénas, and fﬂ
transport pontoons and boats to form a bridge across the
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Baleedon under cover of the artillery fire. The attempt
failed ; first, owing to an effeetive play of two Carlist guns on
the gpot where the battery was to be constructed, completely
preventing the sappers from working; and secondly, owing
to an insufficient supply of sound pontoons being forth-
eoming, and the ntter impossibility of bringing up the heavy
eonntry boats over the sodden roads. While the propriety
of taking ground to the right, and again attempting to eross
by the small bridge and ford at Castrejina, was under éon-
gideration, alarm was eausged by a reconnaissance in force
made by the Curliets, which wae mistaken for an atlempt to
turn Bspartero’s right., The Carlists were easily repulsed,
bt at a hasty conneil of war whieh was summoned, it was
docided by o majority of 9 oub of 13 to fall back again
upon Portngalote. The retreat was effected, the Carliets
following in hot pursnit; on the 16th the rear guard crossed
the Galindo, and the bridge was again broken up. The
army bivonacked nnder the guns of the Desicrto, and so
ended the fourth aet.

It seems impossible to over-estimate the quiet courage
nnd digeipling of the Bpanish troops under circumstances so
depressing as those above stated, There were hours of
irtitation, of discontent, of almost open murmuring ; but the
#u{iiﬁﬂ were performed with readiness, with punetuality, and
na true soldier-like epirit. The troops of hardly any other
nation would have endnrod such a test. The cirenmstances,
1t must be remembered, included wmore than defeat, more
thifﬂ digcomlort not mlike that of the French after Moseow,
1y the trenches in the Crimen, or of the Germans round
Pﬁ*ﬂ“; for it must not be forgotten that the Bpanish com-
missariat was the worst concoivable, and the climate in the
vorth of 8pain most trying; but all these were difficnlties
Euﬂhl 18 goldiers have snrmounted in other armies, The
erucial test was the growing distrust in their general, and
Sich 4 fest is ono which neither French nor English soldiers
;‘;:”11}1 l’.lam gtood so well. That this patience and this quiet

Beipline had their roward will be apparent from {he study
of the fifth and last act of the drama.
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On the 17th December Ispartero, madih&i.i:qg
mothod of attack by moving ronnd by Balnaseda, s
to Bilbao, asking whether it could hold ont for ‘I:ha b
twelve days reguisite for this new movement, and receive
spirited reply : © Brmg your army to the Asna, and I n shal
“ know our answer.” Happily, on the same day, Colg o
with eight howitzers, a detachment of Roynl and
Marine Arfillery, and a considerable supply of money
gtores, arrived from Santander and San Sebastian ; so,
couraged by these reinforcoments, and fired by the cha
from Bilbao, Espartero, deelaring that he wonld n
perish than not raiee the siege, issued a stirring address to
his army, and eommenced determined preparations =f':::
linal elorts.  Before the 23rd another pontoon bridge has
been made neross the river nesr the Desierto; Luchang
bridge was to be fortified, and a ponfoon bridge prﬂ}'_!&t_ﬁ']:
Inying between Luchana and the village of Asna; and il
cheering intelligénce had arrived that on the 17th Alaix
arrived at Ona with 5000 men, that Narvaez with an
number was expoetod at Vltt.unn on the 19th, and that t
battalions of the reserve hmd probably reached Porlugal
on the night of the 22nd. Colguhoun had also ﬂpenﬁﬂ" '
from his howitzers against the most advanced of the enemy’s
batteries near the old and ruined bridge of Luchana, and had:
met with marked success. 'The moment had srrived for the
linal attack ; any further delay might enable fresh troops 8
prrive and t-::: share—perhapa to elaim—the vietory. H

It was Christmas Tve, and the snow was falling thm]dﬁ
Favoured by the etorm, at about 4 p.m., eight picked eom="
pauies were r:mimrl:-e-d in lasunches and rafts opposite the
Desierto, and were towed up the main river by the m‘ﬂ
of the English men-of-war Naracen and Tingdove, umi&r )
Caplain Lapidge and Lieutenant le Hardy., Protected F,'.'Fi
the fire of four Spanish gun-bonts and of Colguhonn's
howitzers, and almost coneealed by the falling snow, ﬂ!ﬂ?
pushed on past the enemy’s most advanced batlery, and
landed in its rear. The Carlists at onee abandoned both the
battery and their intrenchment on the hroken brudge "3!'."‘

o

LT
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. cur X

!;_Imultﬁn&, being completely taken by surprise. While the
~ engineers were repairing the bridge, the rafts were moored
alongide, to enable the battalions of the main body to press
f;mmri Om erossing, they at once deployed, and advancing
to the heights leading to the Banderas, eaptured them before
-ﬁn'.ﬂu]jat.s conld gather sufficient force to provent it. The
position was, however, too importunt to lose quietly. At
 pm. 8 desperato attempt was made to recapture them,
which was very nearly successful. It was repeated several
times doring the night, and there were hours of hard fight-
ing, but they were nnavailing, and there was a moment
of sullen Carlist quicseence,

Then, with all the latent fire of his nature blazing forth,
throwing off all the considerations of strategy and respon-
gibility, and policy, which had been for weeks stifling and
hinding him, Espartero, in the old light in which his men
knew and worshipped him, eame forward. Placing himself
al the head of two battalions, and pointing to a three-gun
battery of the enemy's, and to the heights and fort of
Bandoras, he said that they must be taken at the point of
the bayonet, Ii required no burning worde to cheer them,
no eloguent appeals to coax them to the combat; it was
enongh to look ut Fspartero, and ten times the number of
Carlisle wonld not have made them hesitate. Revelling in
t'h"? progpect before him, his eyes sparkling and his colonr
boightened as he found himself in a place and character
which ho understood, he inapired the men whom he led.
The enemy broke before the resistless onset, and from this
moment the flight eommenced to be general.

The main body retreated by the Durango road, snd the
IET:EIm.uﬂEr (who had been left to observe Bilbao) over two
-I’Fl'igﬂﬂ of boats which they had constructed opposite Lhe
“I-I:!‘E‘-" of Olaviaga. Such was the precipitate nature of
their ratrcat, that they had mot time to destroy these
bridges,

Espartoro was reluctant to pnsh his troope into the lanes Col. Wylde,

of Olaviags and Dhuesto while it was dark ; and he also ex- E::LE“'E'}J’

bected w gally from Bilbao, He thereforc remained on the 1836,
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heights of Bandoras until nearly dawn, and then, early
Clristmos morning, enlered Bilhao at the head of the a
vanced guard, leaving the main body to be cantoned ro
eity. Had the expected sally taken place, soveral -
prisoners must have been taken; for Villa Real, the Cachi
commander, had made no arrangements for retrest, as
to daybrenk the confusion among the enemy’s troops wi
desoribable. As a matter of fm:t only lﬂﬂ annaﬂ
taken; but this included the commanding officers of artillar
and engineers, The whole of the snemy's m.'t}]l&qe ...'f'f-_"_
field and in battory was caplured, nmounting (with nine in
4-pounders fonnd at Luchana) to twenty-five pioces. .
The sueccoss was not g:i.ined' without sevore logs to the
Wueen's troops.  As fur s could be weenrately ascer|
it amounted to 87 killed, 697 wounded, and 30 mmamg;
the loss was ns nothing compared to the glory shed on the
Christine arms, to the dmpefus given to the constituf ;i
cauge, and the reliel bronght to the besieged utﬁj' '
were t.mupa more boldly led, never did they more l
follow than before Pilbao on that Christmas Em_ﬂ..
ingtance is on record more honourable to the Spanish st
and had the Queen always been as nobly served, the war
would have been brought more speedily to an end. 1
The reader has scen Espartero at home again on the
battle-field, instend of wavering ot the couneil table. 1 :
will now see him again in another of his noblest, na his mosf
natural, moods—that of generons and disinterested acknow-
ledgment of the serviees of others. Whils yet in all e
excitement of vietory, he sent for the English ﬂummm' ' ,
who wrote ns follows: “1 had the gratification of being
“ requested by General Espartero to convey to the ﬁm ;
“and erows of the Hingduve, Saracen, and Comef, and fo
* Major Colguboun and Lientenant Viesrs, and all the
“ officcrs under them, his warmest thanks, the moment ﬁ‘-'
“ entered Bilhao, and his assurances thal without the British ‘
“ aid he could not huve gneccoded.” : :
The conduct of the garrison of Bilbao had bean nﬂmil:r-'
able; they lost no fewer than 1200 men by the enemy or by
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kness; and there was a great scareity of flonr and fresh
txiang when the siege wins rtaised. The merchants
sedily availed themselves of the presence of an English
Commigsioner to importune him for the sssistance in a direct
'%mh as a garrison, of the English Government. They
wrged thut if some such slep were not takon, all the citizens
who could afford it would leave the conntry, and those who
remained wonld have to appeal to France. Limited as the
commigsioner's powers were, it may be merely stated that he
did not deesive them with vain hopes.

- Espartero was prevented by econtinued falls of snow from
further movements, but Alnix had reached Vittorin, Dis-
sension between the latter and Narvaez had become serious,
and threatened serions injury to the Queen’s eanze.  While
thess gonerals wero showing this bad example, Espartoro
oecupied himself in rewarding those who had helped him to
hia vietory. e applied for the Queen’s permission for the
British officers of both wrms, who had been employed, to
aeeepl and wear the dnsignia of the order of Isabella la
Catolica, and the non-commissioned officers that of Isabells

the Second. This application he enforced by the following
lettor to the Minister of War,

*“undertaken for the raising of the siege of Dilbao, your
: EIGE]I.B.!.‘[HF will have been informed of the courage, ability,
and activity of His Britannic Muajesty’s Commissioner in

:: station 1|_'.:|L'|ﬂl on the eoast und in the river, who have so
“'mﬂ.ﬂ-].l aided the termination of this operation. Some
g ;‘f t-:flEE& gencrous  glrangers have shed their blood de-
. t;illﬂlug our cause, and all have lent me their disin-
. fﬂﬂfﬂd Bervices with o good will and energy which does
“““t }jlﬂlﬂ 1 the least to that of the Spaniards themselves.
war g use of the powers conforred on me by Tler
. M“JFE-E?: L have rewardod on the field of battle the be-
e ATIOuE of those individuals who most distingnished them-

selves ; but ng they did not extend to granting decorations,

“In all my despatehes rolative to the military operations Head

- 185G,

“ this head-quarters, Don Guillermo Wylde, and the officers, b %[Il‘in-lﬂ!.l’
troops, and marine of the sume nation employed on this mMadeid]
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“ it hag not been possible for me to manifest my gral
“ to Colonel Wylde and his compatriots as T sh{miﬂ_
* wighed. Thiz motive it is that impels me to prese
% Her Majesty the adjoining request, and I earnestly e
“ yonr Fxeellency to incline her royal mind that it
“ approved of as quickly as possible, and thal, at the e
“ the government, you will remit me the insig'nia
“ orders, that I myeelf may place them on their 1
“ demanding at the same time permission of the i
 Government that they may wear these decorations,
* by means of their ambassador in this conrt may be
“ obtained. . . . These public demonstrations will
“ gvident {o the English nation the gratoful serviees s
“ have been rendered to ns by her sons, and will ineling
“ more and more in defonea of the throne of our Queen
“ will be an acknowledgment of the new debi which on
* {his occasion Bpain has contracted with her ally.
® - ®
The reader must now turn to the Ea.ﬂt of Epmn,;
realize the work which was being carried oub there, helfore
he procecds further with the geuneral story of the
The work which the Carlists were maturing was great and
lasting, and their leader was Cabrera, '
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CHAPTER XI.

CADRERA.

THE man who wag the soul of the Carlist rebellion in the

East of Spain, who stood at bay after his cause had
callapsed in the North, who caused to the Queen’s victorions
armies months of prolonged exertion and eombat, and who
excited the devotion of his fiiends and the abhorrence of his
enemies {o an almost nnparalleled extent, deserves special
and detailed notice. In tracing his eareer, the reader will
have an opportunity of observing the gradual development
of the rebellion in Aragon and Valencin, n development
- which was disregarded at Madrid until it had reached a
pﬂint_ which called for the use of large armies in its re-
Presson.,

Bamon Cabrera, who still lived when the anthor eom- Vida

menced this narrative, was born at Tortosa on the 27th ey

preliti di

December, 1806, Hie futher, Jose Cabrera, the master of a ‘f'ﬂb“‘-"-h
small bark, died in 1813, lenving n moderate fortune, and (r::.';lfl_;.::.lﬁ

four years luter his mother, Maria Greid, married again one ;""" ¥

Caldero, the g DS : : ches de
.t]ru, + patron of a register-office. Bome of his relatives Lamen

having the presentation of benefices in the cathedral of ot

T“rt”EH: he, at the desire of his mother, studied theology for 1838; and
threo years, and received his first toneure in 1825, His heart msg.
Wis not in his work; he had undertaken the profession repes
meroly 4o plense Lis mother, and Le made but little progress St D
i hig studies, TMis animal spirits were high, and his sense
of the ridiculous keen. In'the hope that he might be led to

stady with some persevernnce, he was sent to the Convent of

Trinifarios Colzados, of Tortosa ; but the diseipline was not
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guflicient to restrain an inmate possessing the nutwi‘ty
nming, and courage which characterized Cabrera. His
and general levity soon became known; and althor
disposition wne generous to a fault, yet his other chara
isties were such as induced the Bishop, who appears &iﬁr
~ been a sensible man, to refuse to ordain Lim, Buying

was more fitted lo ha a goldier than a priest. ;
 In October, 1833, the standard of rebellion had been raised
at Morella, and some 3000 men had flocked to it. Cabroras
Carlist prochivities were known at Tortosa, and he with
gome other young men received passports and orders f¢
proceed to Barcelons on the 13th November. He rofnget
and announced boldly his attention of proceeding to Morel
and with the prond eonseionsness of innate talent, anﬂ.
grand confidence of youth, he boasted that his name
yot he famous in the world.

Like gome other great men, he made but an mﬂlﬂ’
beginning. At a date very soon after hiz open umwal
Carlism, he was engaged in a small aclion in which the re el
were defeated. Tt is snid that he was terrified, and loy d
On being repronched for cowardice, so the story goes,
frankly admitted what he had done, but, pleading that
whirr of bullets had beén new to him, he said: “In fots
you shall see whal Cabrera is!™ 2

Cabrera’s early Experwnm of the leaders of the Carlists in
the Fast was not enconraging. He found the same jealons;
ag prevailed in the Queen’s armies, but it was more rude '
and openly expressed. Before the end of the year 1833 ha
had the humiliation of learning that, in spite of the rebel
boasting, the Queen’s troops were allowed to occupy Hﬂrﬂ i
withuut resigtance, Anything like organizalion was wan _' '.:
amonyg the Carlists; any real leader with military gening
was nnknown., It wag a depressing commencement for &
young man full of hope, and encrgy, and sbility.

He bad been in the ranks but a lew weeks when he ook
the first utep on the Indder of prémotion, ITe was ﬂppﬂmtﬂa
pergeant in a partide, a very irregular force of some 256 men, =
gommanded by a leader named Bojar. It may be well to

=



Cabrera. 11t

follow &t once the road of sdvancement which he o rapidly
~ travorsed, in spife of the contempt and opposition which he
&b first encountered from the Court of Don Carlos. On the
20th December, 1833, he wis made sub-lientenant ; on the
12th January, 1834, lieutenant; on the 27th July, 1834,
‘eaptain ; and at the same {ime he got command of a small
bt geparate force. He also got the special rank and title
of first commandant of infantry; and his movements had
attracted sufficient notiee to ensure for him a special mention
in the Gazeite of Lis opponents at Madrid, In November,
1834, he was made colonel ; in the same month of the follow-
ing year he was named by Don Carlos, Commandant-Geéneral
of Lower Aragon ; and on the 8th February, 1830, he was
promoted fo the rank of brigadier of infantry. On the 15th
Angnsb, 1836, less than three yearg from the date of his
Joining the Carlist foree as a simple volunteer, Cabrera was
sppowted by Don Carlos to the highest military grade,
that of marizeal de CATRO,

Rapid promotion like this, even in a serviee where hononrs
were geatiered with ungrudging hand, was a very remarkable
thing. Cabrera commenced his career heavily handieapped.
He was guilty of the great sin of being unknown. The Court
of Don Carlos could forgive many things, but this was an
offence which was almost unpardonable ;—that a rude, base-
born peasant shonld have genius was irritating and anomalous ;
but"i}-'-ﬁt the dainty feet of royulty should have to use this
BENIUs a8 a slepping-slone in erossing the tronbled waters
Which separated the erown from its claimant, was simply
bumilisting. All this was an obstacle in the way of the
Young Carligt,

But there were others than the difficulties from above.
It a man wonld carefnlly analyze the sources of his misery,
he would find that for every ono that comes from his soeial
supenors, except in savage countries of unlimited despotism,
E't,leuﬂ:i‘ a bndrod come from his social equals and infariors.
]]19: equals grudge his merits ; his inferiors try to share their
fruits, and 1o claim them nd their own. There i3 a sorl of
sleepy happiness connected with medioerity ; but genins has
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to fight hard for every success, to hold it apainst odda
against envy, and ag a rule to enjoy the incense in g d
solitude, And with snecess comes to genins a -;'hm;ﬂ;:
picion. In the npward struggle, g0 much of the amfr |
_]a&lcmuj of the world is visible, that when the haven of sncces
ig renched at Inst, geniung ﬂﬂﬂhtﬂ the very enlm of the y
the reality of the sun's rays, the gleep of the msﬂﬁiﬁﬂf --
This is the poison of worldly honour. In the agony of
combat, each momentary vietory is a pleasure,—euch de ented
rival is a milestone on the grand read, and ﬂhﬂﬂm
trayeller with & sense of progress; but when the gmi
reached, and all ecompetitors are outstripped, then e
the terrible sense of solitude, and of startling idlen
Genius sighe, like Alexander, for more worlds o cong
it sighs for sympathy, for some one to discuss the past; i ?
finds & desert where an unearthly garden was expm’t&i
bloom with never-ending colonrs and immortal fragranes
Ounly one thing is wa.utiug to complete the misery of .-.-_.-_.
golitnde, and it never fails to come. A train of slimy f
terers, who never were companions, swarm over the des
They offer to the lonely victor not sympathy, but adnls
They moutl to him sentiments as to a past which they ne
knew, and a l}rEHEl.LL which they cannot understand, AHI
better for gening the antenanted wilderness, with memory
al least to move the pictures again asnd again through the
mind, of that struggle which was thought to be a means
but 15 now known to be an end ;—better that than the falss
ineense of sham friends ; the sttempts nnder the name of
sympathy fo share o past which 18 anintelligible and unmn!
to those who profess an interest in if; tha flattery whi
elings, and yet offends !

There is but one way, and Cabrern kunew it, of reaching
the goal, and finding a garden, If o man has the art of
enlisting in his work others who will both share and follow
if those who follow recognize that they are not leaders, Lt
that they perceptibly aid the advance-of the eanse; if the
real leader ean ernsh down his own pride, and with self-
denial ean share his suecess and its eredit among those who
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ghared his labour ;—ihen, when the goal is reached,
men who gympathise will be those who shared the work ;
the men who offer incense will be those who have 8 sense of
pride in the work which has succesded, and in which they
* have shared ; and in the companionship of thoss who have
4 ma& ont ite puggestions, geniue will find a rewnrd which
- will almost make inaclivity endurable,

Cabrera’s ambition was not for himsell, but for his eause,
his energy never led him to over-distance his comrades, his
gell-ssteem never led him to underrate their assistan ca: he was
m; nok veticent ; his tastes were simple, nnd their gratifi-
eation nevor suggested contrast with those of his subordinates,
He was ever ready to eredit in more than ndequate terms
those who fonght under him, with their full share of merit ;
he was not above ingmiring into the grievances or desires of
those hie commanded, nor did he nsk of any one to undergo
toils, or to perform taske, which he himself was not also ready
to undertake, These were the characteristics which neeele-
rated the promotion of Cabrera; these were the qualilies
which won for him the affection of his men.

The leading events in hiz earlier esreer were as follows,
In March, 1834, his mmpatience at beholding the quarrels
and jealousios of the Carlist leaders was guch 18 to make him
for o time quit their ranks, e returned to Tortosa, and
ﬂ_lﬂrn all the sweet and powerful influences of home and
kl{iﬂre-:l were brought to benr upon him, in the hope that he
might be persnnded to quit the rude and dangerous life of a
rebel, and enter on the duties and profita of a vitizen’s career,
Heo resisted the allnrements, and soon returned to the field,

Early in 1835, the Carlist canse Laving suffered soverely

mberual dissensions, Cabrera decided on vistting tho
Court of Don Carlos, and explaining in person the serions
Btate of affairs., He travelled, disguised as an arriere, and
. quently destitute and in danger,* and sneccoded in obtain-
g andiences of the Count de Villemar, who was Carlist

= 4
= On hig Feturn, 8l a vente near Belchite, Cabrers was recognised, and
Trowly CRLap] being mwde prisoner,

I
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Minister of War, and of Don Carlos himself. These ink
views were salisfactory; and he returned, besring
which directed the chief under whom he had been gervin
Carnicer, to proceed to Navarre, and to hand nw;:hﬁ
mand to Cabrera. As Eﬂrulﬂ-ﬂr was nunfortunately eapbore
and shot, near Mirands, on his way fo Don -.:
acensation has been made, but ntterly withount fm
against Calrers, of a conspiracy to snpplant Gmmﬁ
hazard. Carnicer had always been on the most firi
termgs with Cabrera, and had from the first recognised his
merits ; he waa also the best nond most active of ﬂ;_ﬁ__': H
chiefs in the Fagt; and there is only one instance of Ca
ﬂntummg his dlﬂpnmtlnnﬂ with any anger or impafi
viz., when he allowsd himself to be shamefully defontes
April, 1834, by a Christino foree under Breton, at N i )
Shortly after aseuming the command of Gnmimr’g_:'
Cabrera took advantage of some quarrels among the
leaders to call them all together, and to address the in
words of remonstrance and appeal. He was not, strietly
speaking, an orator ;. his thonghts crowded on him o
rapidly to admit of elear and connected ullerance: but
gentimenls were, at times, expressed in incisive langna
his mauner was impassioned and earnest, his motives W
gingle and loyal, and his reasoning—if' not always eorrec
was rapid and fingl. He succesded in making a great
i:_upresai{m on both the chiefs and their followers : and £ m
the date of this first appeal he became the centre of Carlis
uﬂpi_t'atiﬂnﬂ in Aragon and Valencin, This was pra 16
cxhibiled in the fact that while on the Bth Mavch, 1533,
the force under his immediute eommand wae only 29 me --*!
he commanded in December no fewer than 3416 J.ufau
and 218 cavalry., In after daya he was fond of rﬂmm
ing his armiea that he had commenced with a handful of
men armed with sticks; and thus he inferred the justi e
of Lis cause and the suecess of his arms. His command
aver the scattered partides, which, in the snmmer of 1335}::
represented the Carlist foreos in the Kast, was ratified by
the other chiefs, whom Don Carlos had not dared to super-
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sde, but who thms voluntarily submitted to a leador whosa
LR i alrendy become eonspicuons.
.,r:?ﬁﬁ nexl event of special nole in his carcer was his
! é’ﬁihﬂinﬁnﬂnt in the winter of 1835 as Commandant-General
* of Lower Aragon, On this oceasion, the rejoicings of his
troops were swelled by the congratulatory addresses of
mﬁma from towns and villages. He was no longer a
mara wandering and gueridla chief; he commenced to
ﬂ#gm:tm hospitals, to manufaclure eartridges, to purchase and
issne arms, bo draw up a military eode, to establish an autho-
* ritative military commission, to buy the ingredients of gun-
powder and to wix them in o rnde fashion, and to ATTALZE A
gystem by which lis troops should receive regular instead
of spasmodic payment. With increasing power, he readily
recognised and cheerfully accepled increasing responsibilities.
In the begiuning of 1836, Cabrera's abilities and resonrees
: wexe sorely tested, Crowds of women and children attached
themsalves to his foree for protection and food, und he was
opposed by an astute, ective and determined genaral—
Palarea. As the year advanced, however, he obtained one
or bwo vietories, the moral effect of which wns vary great ;
and a cireumstunce occurred in Tebruary, which hardensd
“his heart and intensified his desire for vengeuneo (o an
extent which ean lurdly be realised. Mis mother, Marin
Greno, was shol by order of the Christino chief, Mina, who
lind commanded in Navarre, and who now was Commandant
of the Queen's forces in Cutulomin, The strocions act
ereated the utmost indignation both in Spain and in other
Countries, and the Christino generals who wers connected
with its perpetration songht to shift the responsibility from
oné to the other, The ordor was given to the Guvernor of
Tartagg + by General Noguéras, who commanded the (Juoen's
troops in Tower Aragon; but the latter pleaded the
tatharity of Mina, for which he had applied before dirceting

A‘ The Governor of Tortosa, Don Antonio Gaspar Tlanco, and the
3;1'!'-11116, Don Miouel de Cordoba, protested in vain, and tried to pursnade
SNOEUEIME to defor (e execution, al leasl.

12
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Bollawit.
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‘have in custody were made immediate victims.
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the execulion. Mina, on the other hand, stated he
much to ooenpy him in the ficld that Noguéras' appli '
had eseaped his notice, and that he had sanctioned b a
matter of routine, withont investigation, 4

Be this as it may, all the sonthern thirst for re
awnkened in Cabrera; and Maria Grefio was aveng
sueoession of rﬂprm.als which made the name of her
terror in the land. He commenced by announeing ths
thirty famale lives should be forfeited to avenge his mother’
murder, and four female prisoners whom he happened

prisoners were also shot at the same time in reprizal a
derrobros : and thie was the commencement of a h
system of massacre pursmed by Cabrera towards prisoners
during the rest of the war, which tnrnished his milits T
reputation and earned for him tho detostation of Al r,.-':'
were opposed to him, His policy was not only ernel in thi
respect and unmanly, but it was also short-sighted. In vamn
did the leaders of the Christino Army of the Centre en
vour to return good for evil by Lr&utﬁlg the prisone
fell into their hands with humanity ;—in vain did the E
Commissionera, who were subsoquently attached to thal
Army, endeavour to civilize the war. The exasperste
mhabitsnts of the towns and distriets which hﬂ-ﬂ. H
ravaged by Cobrera, demanded reprisals and revenge with
determinntion whieh the Christino leaders were nnabls 0
resist. Sometimes these reprisals wore immediate; somes
times postponed ; sometimes they were induced by the i
ery of an outraged public ; sometimes as an act of delibe
military strategy. Of the l[ormer dlass of reprisals, thes
following is an instance: In Oectober, 1838, after Oras
failnre before Morella, which will be discussed in detal
hereafter, Cabrera—now Condé de Morelln—defeated
Christing foree near Maella, under Pardifins, ©Of '
prisoners whom he fook, he 1r|1meql_[3,bal1_r,r gshot ninely-ss Z
sergeants ; and, secording to another anthority, he hutcher
pight young children at the same time. This brougt ':Z
matters to a climax, * Alicant, Murcia, and other citie -:

“rose en masse ot this foarful reprisal, and for a time e



~ #gar was more that of wild beasta than of men” Tt was
:WWB for the Christino generals to attempt fo stem the
fide of popular indignation ; and many of the reprisals with
Lﬁiﬂh the names of some of them—sach as Van Halen, ot
- Murviedro, are associated—ware inveluntary on their part,
~and were carried ouf in deference to an outburst of opinion

- which was simply incontrollable.

Horrible ng Cabrera’s alrocities were, it is the duty of
ﬁ;ﬁtﬂﬁuﬂ to remind his readers that the provocation came in
the first instance from the Christino sido, The condnet of
Mina and Noguéras in their treatment of the Carlists in the
East of SBpain has been appropriately compared with that
of the English in suppressing the Indisn Mutiny, These
leaders in their proclamations and in their treatment of the

, Carlists evidently regarded them as rebels associated with
a4 movement which was to be stamped cut with an iron heels
Cabrora’s proclamations in reply aggravated the sitnation ;
and the murder of his mother—Ifor it wns nothing less—
decided the character of the war in the Fast, Zumalscar-
roguy had informed Cabrera of the Eliot Convention, but he
warned him not o carry vut its provisions in his district
mnless the Christines showed the example. Cabrern’s nature
under the cirenmstances was indisposed to the practice of
philanthropy in war; so that praetically the Eliot Conven-
tion remained a dead letter in the districts whers his broops
were, although it will be seen hereafter that the Englizh
Cosmumissioner with the Chrislino Army of the Centre, Colonal
Lacy, made wany altempts to indnee Cabrera to hnmanise
the war,

The next event of gpecial importance in the sarly career
of Cabrera was his eapture —nided by treachery —of the
important fortress of Morelln, in January, 1838, Don

* Carlog’ enuse was in a very unpromising state at the time,
and the possession of a place like Morells, in the mountains
and sbmogt imprognable, was of immense umportanee, as it
:g:lt:léfi a head-quarters for an army which had to wander
7 fum]uj t‘il']: Muﬂﬁrt-ru.zﬂ{r, hm]:eur up inte eolumns, in senrch
Pl e armies on both sides, cspecially in Valeneia,

801 und Cutalonia, had o good deal of the marching and
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countermarching which was once so common
Fnglish in Flanders, but it was {rom o different canse. 3
Flanders the bewildering movements were due to ﬂ]a 1
eility of parads generals: in Bpain it waz coused h E} ;
somewhat netural desire on the part of even the patient an
temperate Spanish troops to get somelhing to eaf. 1 £hi
military theory of most nations the Commissarial De
ment ghas to furnish the soldier’s food on ground #i
stratogical consideralions; but in Spain the movemen
a general were decided by the probability of finding
This is one of the diffienltios of civil war as compared
war in an onemy’s country. The bluut system of
tions, which can be smployed in the lntter case, hag |
modified and toned down in the former. In Spain this
done through the intermediate employment of the
of any district in which fat beeves and yellow eorn wore 10
bo found. And hereby hangs the tale of decentral irndio
which hus in one sense enabled Bpain a.]mnﬂ.t to langh a
civil war,

It hag beon said that during this war, *The Chris

‘wora in possesgion of the seat of government, and had
“ecommand of the national wrmy; they wers in an immeo
“ majority in the large towns, and in great strength in almosts
“every provinee; buf the Carlists—backed by the m 1-_r'2
“ the Chureh, and by o snperstitions and fanatical pmw

“—proved themsclves stubborn and dangerons foes
moving abont, the Queen's armics would have greatly i
tated the peasaniry, and wonld have made innumers
Carlists had their only means of obtaining food been Ii
Joree.  Fortuuately, however, for them, every town er :--u.-"

r
1 &
& |r "!..g-.
=~ Ll 1L
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village in Bpain is a species of depdt centre of eivil gover -
ment.  The alealdsd, or mayor, conld make his mqmmhunﬂ
all legnl fnrmu.l]tjr, when requested to do so hy the ge
of the oeenpying troops, and ho eould issne ehagues in P«'ﬂr g
ment to the people supplying the required provisions or
transport. These cheques were a charge upon the locs *"-
taxes, the levying of which is in the hands of the aleald:
and corporation. By this method any dndividual 1rr1tﬂh
was avolded ; éndividual oain geemed indeed to be mmstﬂli '___
cultivation of the soil was not hindered by the dread of

=
?::
e
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- pillage; an invading army became to a distriet almost &
~ market for prodnee ; and althongh the chegues would, like all
paper cnrrency, be depreciated by large issue, and although
{ho loss did ultimately of course fall upon the people, yet it
was go distributed and filtered, and so many forms were
employed, that the irritation was hardly felt which is
patural on beholding a direct breach of the eighth command-
ment perpetrated on onesell
- Cabrera at once saw the advantage of this system to his
enemies, and took his usual harsh way of putfing u stop to
it, Early in 1836 he shot the Alealdés of Valdealgorfa and
Torricells, merely for giving informntion to the Christinos,
gnd undoubtedly with a view to preventing any assistance
being rendered by similar officials clsewhere. 1t is only by
being mades aware of the importance to the army of the
gysteny above deseribed, that ono can understand the sensa-
fion ereated thronghont the country by this aet of Cabrera’s.

The importance of snch an asylum or rallying point as
Marells to a foree organized so loosely as Cabrera’s, will he
mors appurent when it is remembered that nothing was
more eommen than for him to dissolve his forces, generally
for fifteen days at a time, when provisions were difficult to
obtain. The expression he generally employed was— giving
them lesve of absence to return to their homes “fo change
“their shirts” This eirenmstance explains a statement
which often ceeurs in Christino despatches, and which ome
18 at first disposed to class with the superlatives which
digtort the narratives of this war: * The Carlists have utterly
G ﬂiﬂpﬁrﬁﬁd_“

Among the minor aetions prior to the capture of Morella,
which eonsolidated the reputation of Cabrera, and established
the hold over his troops which was never relaxed, may be
wentioned the Tollowing :

L. Tu the beginning of 1834 he surprised the new Governor
nf_l Morella on his WAy with a considerable escort to take up
his command . and then, disgnising his men in the aniform
of his prisoners, he surprised Villafraneca,

2. In Murch, 1834, he, in nnion with Carnieer, surprised the
‘oportant garrison of Darocs, and defeated a considerable
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Christino force -::nmnmnﬂnd by the {}u'i'amur of Ca
near Castejoucillo de Alarbe, making many pnmmaru.
3. In April, 1834, in & eimilar victory over the Christin
near Ariio, be distinguished himself by his great
bravery; and shortly afterwards he surprised the ga
of Alfara.
-E In May, 1885, he attacked and pillaged Maella,

. In August, 1835, he defeated a Christino eolumn ux
Ilﬁtenﬁ'

b, In August, 1835, he gained n vietory near "E"‘marﬂ,

7. In December, 1835, he was snccessful near Catalaymd

8. In January, 1836, he defeated the Christinos with
elanghter, surprising them near Tortosa; and defeated the
samo foree a second time a few days later.

9. In March, 1836, taking advantage of the concentratis
of the attention of the Madrid Government on the wa
Navarre, he entered Liria, pillaged many towns, and inva
the "Fnl’lroj' of Turia; and shorlly afterwards pe sonally
guperintonded the fortification of Canta Vieja. 4

10. In Mny, 1836, after the dofeat of the Christinos under
Yaldez, by Quilez, near Bafion, the officers who had it
madao prisoners were ghot, and the men, over 1500 in number,
Joined Cabrera. _ A i

11. In June, 1836, Cabrera surprised Iriarte, and killed
and wounded 600 of all ranks.

12, Tn July, 1836, he invaded the Province of Valen - by
and returned with m‘m_h booty.

After this time, in addition to sharing in the fruitless az
gilly promenade of Don Carlos towards Madrid, wluﬂh
discussed elsewhere, he employed himself in besieging, ©
with snecess, the many small fortified posts in the North-
east ol Bpnin which belonged to the Christinos,

He wag frequently deiaﬂ,ted he was twice E'E"FHFEII
wounded, Dut in hiz mountain funtnns&m he soum recovered
from his dofeats and reorganized his men; while his wounds
gtill further endeared him to his men, who found, while ]ﬂ'
was incapacitated from command, how unequal the other
chiels were to the task of replacing him,

Une way of thoroughly appreciating the ezertions ﬂ{
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';:-_'_; B is to study the pradually increasing Carlist foree in
Aragon under his command. In Deeember, 1830, this foree
y e Tollows :—
- Enfantrr. Cavilry. Arlillsry, Askewith
- Figdd and Stail Officers s HL s 12 ‘% 0 I:IEL"J il
~ Chaplains snd SBurgeons L i Eﬁ?ﬂ
i T i i ZL o b o 0 Calrir,
i i 298 0 a4 o 3
wE 'im an {"L aw E
; 3 R SE s W Sr el
Drumemers and Trompoters .. 90 .. 10 . 0
dauk ond Fils f . N e
GULEG G40 G2
Dietachad with the Expedition
ol Gomez .. i .. 2168 160
Tatal ) 1109 G2

10,325

Taking the corresponding months in 1837, 1838, and
1839, the strencih was ag follows:—

InrarrRy.
18, 1835, 1830,
Tield and Stall Officers I |, S 68 - .. 150
Chaplains and Burgeons .. 47 . 44 . L
Armiurers, &o. v w A 6L ... bt

Compuny Oficers . o S ., e . B4l
Berzeanls .. o - BBE 806 ., 106l

Corporals .. i W 1898 0 TR L ITR
Drommers and Trumpeters .. 225 .. 248 . ata
Rank and File . .. 0002 .. 12,620 .. 16,485
12,997 15,802 20, 705

Cavanny.

| 1831, 1888, a9,
Field and Stalf Officers | T Bl B

Chaplaing and Surgeons .. 13 .. It .. 23

Armourers, . . R | e W . 43
Compauy Officers ., 5 D Y Gk 168 .. 181
Bergeants il 2 AL O R 168 .. 152
Corpoisl ... .. o SHEE L. ey . 8
Drommors and Trompeters .. 81 .. a7 .. 42
Tank and TFile & Rt ¥ PO /|1 SRR : ]

2112 2293 2500

ea—— @ 009092 00 9 EESSa——— 0000 ee————
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ATTILLERY.
1557, 1HAA, 1438,

Ficld and Brafl Officers o - P 2 7]
Chaplains and Surgeons .. - T - 2
Armonrers, dee, . vt . e 4
Company (Wficers ., T a2 29
Hetpeants s = U ad 30
ﬂl}mlﬁ we =" b 43 . Hi 48
Trrummers and Trimpelems .. R . 1
Rank and File 207 HEH] 400

oHs 441 [Tda

In December, 1838, there were, in addition to the above,
327 sappers; and in December, 1839, this number had
further inereased to 418.

The grand fotal of what was called by the Carlisty the
Bloyal Army of Aragon, Valeneis, and Mureis, or in obher
words the organized rebel foree in these provinees in 1837,
1838, and 1839 was us follows :— :

Gramw] Tolal. Oicers aod Men. Da.ul::p Haorees,
Yeur 1857 .. 14,727 .. 1usy
. 1838 .. 8413 .. 1%46
LocyeEe oL MEn - . 1T

Cubrera conquered for himself not merely military buf

plso soeial distinetions, In June, 1837, he reccived the

Grand Cross of 8, Fernando, and for his gallant defence of

Morelln ngainst Oraa he was appointed by Don Carlos Condé

de Morella. It may be said, however, with truth of this

gtern, earnest, and able leader, that he foand his chief

reward in the loyalty and affection of his followers, whom he

treated invarisbly with frankness and eonsideration. Tig

appeals to them—of which the following is n sample—were
guceessfnl beennee he reminded them of the dangers they had

shared and surmounted together, and of the glories which

At Dacsite, Were certain fo reward united and determined action. *Our
Jun., 1834,  gityation,” he said on one occasion when addressing his
troops, *is sad, but not so serious as to damp our enthusiasm,

“ At other times wo have been in equal if not even greater

“ dangers, dangers which are” frequent in war. We have

¢ guffered hunger, thirsl, cold, and all imnginable privations,
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 “gnd by onr constaney, our love of religion, of our King
~ ®and our eountry, we have overcome them all. The defence
~ ® yf our canae, nnd the military glory which we are beginning
L:'!'h:n aequire, shonld stimnlate us fo continue with the same
~# ardour in front of our valiant and suffering volunteers. 1If
~ “gome of onr number have deserted our runks, it is n proof
* that fhey have but liltle cournge. Those who have re-
“mained loyal will follow us to death. Tet ns therefore
% ba undismayed, and march at once in coneert aud in
 harmony.”
Although he was no orator, Cabrera could touch the
hearta of his men and rouse their spirits by words which
they could understand, and by an enthusinsm which was

eontagions.
L

Cabrern reappeared on the Spanish stage during the
strnggle which ended in the accession to the throne of the
gon of Queon Isabells, the present King of Bpain, Alfonso XTI,
He appeared after o long absence from Spanish poelitics n
the unscenstomed character of u peace-maker. TTis appear-
Ance was hardly a suecess ; the fire of his youth had gone
ﬂ'llln, and with it had disappeared most of his talent and all
his influence. e may have been prudent now, cantions,
even patriofie, but he was no longer in the Catalonian's eyve
Cabrera. e was emphatically one of those men whose silenes
wonld have been golden, now that the furnace of his youth
Lind gone out and left but ashes. He Lad been so long an ddeal
‘t"':" the peasantry of Northern Bpain, so long a terrible figure
I the memory of the more Inxuriant South,—an emblem
of battle and murder, that his recent appearance as a mediator
seemod an ontrage on the reason of both North and South.
A hero often gains by an early death ; he lozes all by a re-
Burreetion into a world which is not the world of his old life,

¥ #* " ¥

. ﬂﬂ'l'?z.—'llm carly lile und character of Calbuera have besn described
?mm hf"' denth with extracrdivary contradictions by various writers, 1L ia
LTEWH.ME b coneeive two more opposite acconnts than those giveu by
= %h:IEm-imn in the Palf Mull Guzette of Juna 2, 1877, and that given
i T of MH-_}" 2, 1877, Truih lies in the middle, and the facks
YR e preceding chapter may be relied upon.  They wre based npon

the personal inquiries of the Kuglish Commissioners,
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CHAPTER XIL

Hernaxt.

TE[E reader must now tarn again to the North of

He will see that there were many reasous why Grenora
Evang should not remain inactive in Bl. Hebastian, The
Legion had not done very much as yet, and the prestige of
Tinglish arms had soffored in consequence, The time was
approaching also when the men could eluim their discharge
and unless some gnecoss could be attuined in the field
the end of their service, it would be hopeless to in
many to re-enlist ; and on strategical grounds it wae yer
desirable to ﬂlﬂpl&}r some activily in the North, in lmiu.'t
check the too-evident determination of the Carlists to m: 3
ineursions into Castile.

But Evane’ foree was wholly inadequate at the com-
mencement of the year 1837 for any single-handed operation *,:
Fven in conjunetion with Saarsfield’s foree from I’Bmpl 1 .=
could do little without reinforcements from Espartero’s army

to 8000 men., Espartero himsolf was ready to streng
the Ban Bebastian force to this extent, but Le was cheukéﬂ:m
every way by the chief of his stalf, Genem] Oraa, who had
great influenco over him. The energy of the English Com-
missioner was, however, rewarded ; in the beginning of Faiﬁ'
ruary, 5000 men embarked at Puri:ugnll:t-c: for San Sebastian,*
and these were followed by 1500 additional on the 2Znd March,

* Uhiefly men belonging lo (formerly) Narvaez' division, the Eiﬂ- &
Hegiment of Caatile, and the Provincial battalion of Ciudad Huﬂrigl}l ﬂI'F
whole under General Reudon,
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i?h seenring these reinforeoments, General Evans was much
strengthened by the co-operation of Lord John Hay, who
fomud the necessary transporta.

" Tiad the measures which wers thus taken been employed

in the month of Junuary, it ig possible that the French
frontier might have been closed against the Carlists, and

# very heavy blow dealt npon them in comsequence. No
‘more ean be said of such & contingeney than that it might
have been possible. In the light of the subsequent hesi-
fation of Banrsfield, whose co-operation would have been
‘necessary, it cannot be said that it would have been
probable.

Nevertheless, the operations wonld have been earried out

in Jannary uwnder advantages which diminished as weeks

went om.  The Carliste were disorganized owing to the
unexpocted relief of Bilbao; and a change of ministry had

been made by Don Carlos, which gave increased prominence

and power to the Bishop of Leon, and excited greal indigna-

fion among lhe Navarrese.® Au confraire, the Christino Cal. Wylde,
roops were llushed with satisfaction at the honours and praise ]?;]I:m;."?ﬁ
showered upon them on acconnt of their recent smecess ; and 1857,
the jealonsies which were only too certain to ro-appear
among their generals, were for the moment suspended.

The first scheme was sound and thomghtful. The Annual
Carlist lines in Guipuscon—which were fairly fortifisd and Fegites
Btrongthened by redoubte—extended along o chain of hills

from Trun into Biseny, through Oyarsun, Hernani, Tolosa,

aud Villafranca, If Cleneral Evans should make an attack

on the eentre of these lines (which came very near to San
E'E'ha"lﬁﬂ-ﬂ], and 1f, at the same time, the rigtht and left were
attacked respectively by Fspartero, say from Durango, and

by Snarsfield somewhero near Tolosa, there was a great
Probability of o sueeess on a very thorongh and extended
stale. But co-operation was rare smong Spanish generals,

88 rare a8 Jealousy was common, Saarsfield shone in exeuses,

- 5
1'{]'““‘ Heal was superseded in the command of the Carlist forces, which Balluert.
Was given o Don Sebastian,



|

e T,

e A

e e

(len Banrs-
ficld i
(len. Evans,
el 21,
1537,

Cul. Wylde, tho enemy in his immediate front ontnnmbered him, and

Han Sebise
tiam,

Fl_]h. 27,
1887,

Jnavnal
Fegistor,

but their quality was inferior to their nnmber. Wri‘hing:: '

106 The English in Sparm.  Cuin%itl

from Pamplona, he pleaded as an exense for not moving infe
the Bastan that he had no money! The marvel would have
been if Le had had that article, and he would have occupied
a unique position among the Christine armies. He nexf
urged the disorganized state of the French Auxilinry Legion;
and this in the fuee of the well-known fact that, however
disorganized the French and English mercenaries might be
in camp or garrison, they were readily welded into homo-
geneily by the hammer of actnal combat and service in front
of the enemy. Yet again, in almost whining tomes, he
reprosented that Espartero, snd not he, should take the
iuitistive ; and that the former should in fact bo established
in Durango befors he himself should quit Pamplons. It
wonld seem as if this excuse had been urged in grim irony:
a foint nttuck of three divisions, which would admit of ome
remaining, while the ofhers showed the enemy the part which
they were to play in the coming operations, would be &
novel and not very hopeful military scheme,

Lugtly, with a bold defiance of the truth, he asserted that

that therefore he dared not move. What were the real fm:is?
He had nuder his command at least 15,000 men; after
gurrisoning, the uecessary points, he would etill have 8000
available; and ho could cerlainly with these march throngh
the Dastan, where the enemy had only #hree battalions.
These excuses and delays wore not merely irritating, but
most banefnl.  They allowed the Carlists to strengthen and
intrench their positions still further, especially Hernani—
the place which, for various reasons, would be the oliject of
any ablack on the lines made from Ban Bebustian. They
also led the Carlist Commander, Don Schastian, to detuch
additional troope from tho neighbourhood of Bilbao towards
the centre of the lines, it being apparent that the only real
attack was likely to be that meditated by General Evans,
The result was that in the end of February that officer
found a foree of no fewer than 17,000 in his immediate front,
strongly intrenched, and without a symptom of movement
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on the part of either Espartero or Saarsfield to create a
 diversion. Add to this that the snow wag a foot deep round
i 'ﬂm Bebaslian, and the reader will see how unpromising
- were General Evang' prospects. Genernl Orna had as yet
 gneeceded in preventing Fspartero’s forward movements by
taking advantuge of his almost habitual indecision at this
- time, and his relnctance to endanger his recently-scquired
lanrels ; and all the entrentics of the English Commissioner
geem ot this time to have failed. Evans had therefore to
aet nlone, trusting that his example might succeed where his
petitions had failed.

Un the 10th March, General Evans advanced his line to ol Wylde,
the sume position which he Leld on the right of the Urnmeea [ S
previons to his movement on Tudntarabia in June, 1836, thl"fh 11,
This involved the capture of the heighls of Amotzagama, s
whish had been strongly fortified ; and the eapture was not Balluer.
eifected withont considerable loss. The left wns then pushed
Aorward to some rocky heights near the high road betwoen
Astigarragn and Trun, and these were held by him against
vigorons Curlist efforts, and in spite of a loss of 600 killed
aud womnded, until night, when he withdrew the troops from
bhig point to the neighbourhood of Alza. The whole attack
wns gonductod with great spirit, and although it was said
that Gonern] Fvans contemplated nothing but areconnaissanes,
it resulted in an action highly creditable to the troops under
his command, The British Legion, nnder Generals Chichester gnpnal
mid Fitzeerald, behaved admirably ; and the eapture of Han Register.
Maroo was effacted by General Jauregui's Bpanish brigade,
eovered by the fire of the amall foree of (English) Royal
Artillery which accompanied the expedition. The fire of
these guns was universally commended, and did much to
Ensnre guecess,

On the whole, the results of the 10th of March may ho
8ald to have exceeded expectation ; and a8 rumonrs arrived
MexXt morning that Tspartero was on his way to Prurango
with 28 battalions, and that even Saarcficld had promised to
Move if the provincial authoritics would give him a faw
dayy rations, there was a feeling of cheerful confidence
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perva.dmg the Ban Eebastmn army, which spoke w
further operations. .
With the exeeption of the capture of the village uf '
Creneral Evane did little more until the 15th Mareh,
thereby to ensure the more immediate nn~upcra£um
two wenerals whom he believed to be marching to his as o
ance, On the morning of that day he concentrated {he
whole of his forees at Loyola with a view to a gencral attack
Placing his Bpanish troope on the right, the Legion on
left, and the English artillery and marines in the cenlre,
the Iernani road, he attacked a powerfully-defended
called the Venta, which commanded Hernani, and after
Lhours' fighting compelled the enemy to abandon it, Th
gallantry displayed on both sides was great; the weathe
wns unfavourable, nnd the troops wet and half-fumished
nud the obstinacy of the defenders seemed for o tima i
than a match for the esgerness and dash of the at
colnmne, But when in addition to the direet atfack -D-f
British troops in front, the enemy found their flanks be
turned, thers was no alternative bul retreal, to &
capture, ]

Thera geemed now no doubt that Hernani wonld
tered on the following day. It is true that as yef mo
guthentie intellipence of the co-operation or movements of
Espartero nnd Baarsfield had been received, bub the chiet
difficulties had already been overcome by Emns unagsis :
and it was felt that the morrow wonld witness the essy
erowning of his snocesses in & triumphant entry into Hernani,

The fates were, however, no longer propitions. The
Fnglish Commissioner, who at midnight on the 15th pennet
jubilant and hopeful eentences from San Schustian, had to
record within twenty-four hours a story of complate and
even shameful failure. The nttack on the 16th nummam:uﬁ
at 10 a.m. The enemy made but feeble resistance, retiring
into the town at once: and the bombardment eommenced.
Suddenly, strong reinforcements were observed coming up =
behind Hernuni. Part of these oecupied at onee the cover
in the neighbourhood of the bridge of Astigarraga, while

5
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: :,srﬁu remainder deployed with the intention of cutflanking
~ the Queen’s troops on both sides. An nnaccountable panio
‘geized two babtalions on the left of Fivans’ foree, one Spanish
and one belonging to the Legion; they broke and fled
~almost before thoy wore attacked, and confusion spread
thng the whele leff of the line. The right and centre
gtood firm; but towards evening the general found it
necessary to withdraw his whole force to the position which
he had cccupied after the nction of the 10th, The retreat
wal prevented from degenerating into a romt, by the

Avtillery, Of these, Colonel Wylde was able to write with

that the guns were brought to the rear with the mtmost
deliberation and order.
The wholo of the successes of the previous days were
Iiterally undone by this defeat, and the prestige of Evans’
force irretrievally injured—a thing which it could ill afford,
I is true that nets of brilliant eourage and daring charnc-
terised tho Queen’s troope, especially the eavalry; it is also
brne- that pome oxcuse was to be found in the fact that the
men had been for days exposed to great diseomfort, exposure,
eold, and hardship, and that many of them had netually
gone into action famishing, having had no food that day.
But these facts do not atone for the defent suffered in the
cheerless neighbourhood of Hernani, The Carlist force
which appeared go opportunely under Don Bebaslian, had
Suffered similar privations, and was weary with the fatignes
of & forced march ; and the Christino forees had jmmessur-
ubly the advantage of position.

The trus éxplanation of the defeat, apart from the un-
Pardonshle eowardico of the two battalions on the left, 1s to
be found in the old, old story of want of harmony and co-

K

‘admirable stondiness of the English Marines in the centre, Anmusl
end by tho efficient fire of the Royal and Royal Marine Hsister

pride that they behaved with the uimost gallantry, and ma

UPE'I'Et’iDrn between the Queen’s genmerals. Saarsfield knew ol Wylde,
t VERE intentions on the 9th March ; he left Pamplona on ?,:; e
he 11th, and after one night's abeence returned fo his March 18,

1857,
Itacks because the weather was unfavourable, As was
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Annual  fersely said- —-Jm retnrned to Pamplona, having e --u 1
Reglster.  pothing worse than a severe wetting |
Hiz condnet gave Don Hebastian or his advisen ‘“
opportunity of displaying a very brilliant and snceessf
piece of slrategy. The Carlists had the m‘l"ﬁm_
working on the inner eirele of operalions. Their leader
with one column, marched in the direction of Estella
lead Baarsficld to imagine that he meditated an inem
into Castile ; while another column watched the moven
of the Chrigtino general when he issued from Pamplon
the 11th. Hardly croditing the good fortune involved i
Baarsfield’s prompt return to Pamplona when he gha
have advanced to Tolosa, the latter column, being th :::,._.._"... A
froe, proceeded to Hernani by rapid marches, while Don 8
bastian’s division refurned in the same direetion, mukinga
forced night march of twelve leagues to Hernani on
night of the 15th. These eolumns were the reinfor nor
which appeared behind Hernsni on the 16th and did
Col, Wrlde, execution. They amounted to at least ten or twelve b
f;'; Selat- 1ions, iz, four or six under Villa Real, who had returned b
March 21, his duty, and who reached Hernsni abont 9 a.m., and 8%
i or eight, with ecavalry and artillery, which arrived abous
11 a.m., nnder Don Sebagtian and Moreno. Had BSaarat
shown the slightest emergy, had he even made usa of the
gimplest precautions with a view of watching the ensinys
movements, the reinforcements would never have resched
Hernani, and the place must have fullen, As for ]I'.ﬂp-m' o -'*-'
he never advanced beyond Durango, and returued to Bilbs
on the 21st, much harassed as he retired by the ﬂnﬁﬂ
cavalry and guerillas.® -.
The whole affair had a most disheartening effset on the:
army and on public opinion; and it beeame evident .'
gome immediate snd more coneentrated setion must at ouges

1
* The losses of the Queen’s troops on the 16th amonnted to 200 kfm
and missing, amd 800 wounded. The nomber of men in bogpital W6
wonndz received between the 9th and 17th amonnted to G52 B{ﬂﬂiﬂh
473 English,
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;_{' be tuken. Thanks to the correct instinet of General Evans

~ and the thorongh co-operation on this oceasion of Espartero,

the plan decided npon proved in time completely suceessful,

The latter was urged to make the Didasoa the base of his Col. Wylde,
fubure operations, and to remove tho whole of his available Eﬁ_m'w
foree, with his own head-quarters, to Ban Sebustian. It was Movch 23,
~ caleulated that after sulliciently garrizoning Bilbao and the
Incartaciones, soma 20,000 men might be spared for the new

service. In the meantime, General Baarsfield having fortu-

nately been obliged through illness to hand over hia com-

mand fo Trribarren, an honest and zealous officer, it was
eongidered gale to entrust to that division the duty of pre-

veuting any Carlist expedition into Castile, Trribarren was Tisstoount
fherefore on the Ebro before the end of April, near Lodosa, }{“J{""'
watehing the signs of any attempt to eross the river, Two Lodos,
battulions were also sent to Santander to be employed as ;‘5“{;] Sy
pecasion might require, in strengthening either the corps on

the Upper Ebro, or Vittoria.

It took much time and many jonrnoys of the English
Commissioner between Bilbao and San Sebastian, hefore the
difficulties rnised by Espartero’s staffl wore overeoms. But
that general had been tan ght by the recent failnre at Hernani
that his staf-officers were not nfallible, and he began
from this time {0 assert his own opinions more freely, and
to aet npon them with less hesitation. It is a characterigtic
of staff officers, even in these more enlightened days, to be
Somewhat sell-opinionated, and to be fussy in an inverse ratio
#0 the amonnt of work which they perform. Asa generals
Operations go on, however, and he realizes day by day that
the respongibility of failure will be visited not npon his staff,
but wpon himself, he listens with less humility to the
Volunteored advice they give him, snd even ventures to
8dopt his own views instend of theirs. It was so now with
EﬂPﬂﬂ-aru, and the resnlt was that in the middle of May con Wylde,
thﬂi'a_ were collected in San Bebastian thirly-nine battalions ; 5o Sebas-
sufficient aftar garrisoming the lines to allow n force of 24,000 May 12,
ML {0 take the field. Against this number the Carlists *°%
cuuld only bring ahont 14,000, including armed peasanis,

K 2
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ting General Evang' plans, and by allowing him the pe ;
conduet of the operations, That officer, owing to th

crowded state of the barracks in Ban Bebastian as the ry

forcementa arrived from Bilbao, took possession of the villag
of Loyola and some large houses in the neighbourhoed, an
ocoupied them, notwithstanding gome smart fighting,
part of his division, The Carlist general was not bl
what was going on, nor to the dangers of a decisive er
ment with superior foree. He resolved to withdraw his
artillery from the lines, and a large portion of his foree ; aud
by making o feint of an expadition into Castile, he b mi“' 0
draw away a large part of the SBan Bebastian army,
was much opposed by some of his advisers on aceonn -‘1.:_
thiz decigion ; but the alternative would have been muel
more likely to injure, and perhaps fatally, the cause of
Carlos in the North-enst of Bpain, It simplified, of conrsés
the work of the Queen's troops, At daybreak on the 1 L]
May, 1837, in the midst of wet and stormy weather, K
toro mh‘n.nc{f:l in foree agaimst Hernani. The P-+
heights, the Venta and others, were yielded by the e h
after 8 nominal resistance; and these being really the kays
of the position, the aham]ﬂn_me:tt of the redoubls and line ]
followed very soon. General Gurrea, who was H.Lahmnai :
the Ametza, then erossed the Uramea at Loyols, and I
vancing along its left bank, earried Astigarrags withe it
opposition, while on the right the English Tegion and &
Spanish division carried Hernani in & very spirited wmanners
Advancing in the direction of Tolosa, they next carried the
village of Urrieta, where ihe;, bivouacked for the night.
So rapidly did the enemy * yetreat that very {ew prisoners
wers taken: and the losses of the Queen’s troops were VEIy
small. 4
Anxious to give General Evans all the glory which conld
be obtained from the campaign, Espurtero resolved ‘h

'
* The Carlists appeared to have 13 battalions, o squadron of covaleys o
but no artilery.
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3 ﬂmmm himself near the Tolosa road, with a view to placing
~ Hernani and some other points in a state of defence, so as to
gecure the communication between {hem and San Sebastian,
General Evans, with the eorps d’armée under his imme-
diate command, proceeded to invest Trun and Fuentarabia.

The force under General Evans amounted now to about Asnual
10,000 men in fourteen battalions, together with some English E‘ i

geamen and marines under Lord John Hay., He had also eight Col. Wylde,

Irun,

pieces of artillery.®* Of the infantry, nine battalions were aay'17,
Bpanish, and the remainder belonged to the Tnglish Legion. 1537
He tarched at daybreak on the 16th May, and first met

the enemy, two battalions of Navarre, at Oyarzun, They
telreated, pursued by General Jauregui, by the mountaing
towards Navarre. Irnn was invested at noon, the artillery
opening fire on the detached fort, E1 Pargni, the virtual eitadel

of the place. During the afternoon three companies of Rifles

got on the rond between Irun and the Fort of Behovia, on

the Bidasoa, and in spite of a heavy fire, penetratod the
suburbs, and cstablished themselves in a church and soma
Lionses near one of the gates. Two 12-pounders were then
brought up from the Fort of Behovia, in order to destroy

the gate of the town opening towards the French frontier ;

and Kl Parqmi was summoned to surrender on terms, but
without snccess.

Night had new come on; and at last one of the outer
Gites was breached, and all the fire of the fow Christino
BUN8 was brought to bear on the inner town defences. A
second barrier existed before the enirance to the heart of
the town could be attained.

.'.[1: wae night ; and & struggle commenced between deter-
Minstion and a hunger to wipe out past defeat on one
fide, and & terror of death on the other. Of late there

4 been little or no mercy shown by Carliets to Christine
Pesoners.  TFyen under circumstances which appealed
Most cloquently to the captor’s feelings, no mercy Lad
beon shown to the wounded or prisoners of the English

* Four irgu 12-peunders and 4 mountein guns,
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Legion. J"u.ncl now, to every quaking heart in Imn‘- :f_j';i I
the terrible conscionsness that the English general | 1
at the head of his Legion was at their gates, ontnumb
their-own garrigon, and to their gnilty consciences = 1
to ask for vengeance. They fonght with a hﬂi’rﬂf
ﬂHJI‘ necks ; they fonght desperately, for it was for i
In the dnﬂmcﬂs the 1at Regiment of the Legion and
Rifles had been fighting from houge to honse in ‘I:ha':ﬂ:_i'
Reaching the onter barrier, a number of the men esc
the windows of o honse adjoining the Fuentarabia
sud dropping within the wall drove back the defendé
the point of the bayonet. At the same lime, as some bw
years Inter at Delhi, the aseailants endeavoured to de
the gate by affising a bag of powder to if, and igniting
charge. The gate proved too strong ; but the men who
already entered through the heuse speedily opened it, and
admitted the tide of assanlt. About this time El 'zi W
and the Town-house, which was strongly fortified, s
dered st diseretion; and by 11 pan. the whole h:ﬂi"n m
possession of the QuE-E-It g troops.
Aceording to Carlist precedent, the snrrender of the towl
onght to have been the wigmal for magsaere., Mot of the
women and children had escaped to France, it is frue, om
the previous eveming; but there were some 500
who certainly expectad death. The recollections ﬂf
brutal atrogities praetized on Eugliah prisoners and v
dnrmg the attack on Hernani in March were Htl].l restl
in the minds of the garrison, and they awaited what th -f-',:
felt would be & juel retalintion, Their amazement wag &
when they heard General Evans and his officers ple
with their men and enjoining them to shed no more b “"-
It meemed incredible; wers they to be reserved for som
lingering doom or hideous torture ?
DBut ere morning they realised that the Englich genera
had determined not to snlly the national honour by murde
even under the name of just vengeance, more especially m @
conntry where England had culled the brightest flowers o
her military glory ; and the news of {his unexpected me

e =
et ': -l.'-_':_r. ..‘.-:.'_]'Jb.g .f.:lﬁl,,:"'_ L -'-"P"'T'“f'l' St
)
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travelled far and rapidly. It speedily reached Fuentarabia,

. :I-ﬁi'l.ﬂl‘ﬂ (tenoral Evans appeared next morning with his army
‘demending eapitulation. With » not nnnatural doubt, the
gurrison asked permission for an officer to go to Trun and
gee whether the prisoners taken the day before were really
gtill alive. DPermission was granted. What had been
rumonred was found to be correct, and Fuentarabia surren-
dered without further parley. The eonfidence of the garrison
wag not misplaced. Not a life was taken,

To the English reader it must be gratifying to find that
g0 great an impression was made on the garrisons of Irun
aud Fnentarabin by the unexpeeted lenieney of General
Evauns' foree, that the Carlist governor, Boroa, begged Don Rollsert.
Carlos to issue such orders ns would save any prisoners
belonging to the Legion from ever suffering any inhuman
freatment,

These successes were followed by two eciremmstances
which demund specinl notice. In the firet place, General
Eveng, having retrieved to a certnin extent the tarnished
honour of his troops, returned to England to assume his
Parliamentary duties.

In the second place, Espartero ventured without reference
to Madrid to issme a proclamation to the Carlists, offering
the retention of their Fueros if they would lay down their
nrmg.  This independent condnet was repudiated by the
Spanigh Government, which wished to treatits generals after
the manner of the politicians in the early part of the great
French Revolution. But it is interesling as showing the
gradual development and edueation of 4 man who had as yet
been gomewhat defisient in imdividuality.

The departnre of General Evans seems an appropriate
time {o think again of the true story of the English
Logion. In doing so, it is only fair to remember that
the difficulties under which he lshoured were almost unpre-
E'f-dﬂﬂhﬂd; that in spite of his failure to proeure justice for
his men, he never wae otherwise than wholly trusted hy
them ; that he was not merely brave as a seldier, fuirly good
U8 o strotegist, unselfish as o man, and sensitive to the
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honour of Fngland, but was so sympathetie with |
serving under him that his health repeatedly brok
nnder disappointment at being unable to secure ﬁ ;
the rewards and rights to which he mn,aM  {he
entitled. -
This is the seeret of much of the diseipline of the Englisl
Army, The men feel that their officers have a single
aven their most trifling interests. When thﬂ]'haﬁ o
for military offences, they look vn the officer mere
channel of pumshmﬂnt not as its sonrce ; and s
revengefnl or malicious feeling is practically u:uknnm
officer who is indolent as to his own interests is often liti
giously anxious as to those of his men. This was toa certal
extent true of the late Sir Do Lacy Evans,
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CHAPTER XIII.

Re-oxgaxearon oF THE Brrmsn Limsion, axp tHE AcTion
or Huesca.

TEEE events reluted in the last chapter seom to have had

gore effect on the mind of Eepartero, and to have con-
giderably modified the opinion he had entertained of the
British Legion. It is not impossible that the possession of
the chief command, with its consequent respongibility, had
aleo made him less reckless in his criticism, and more con-
servative of the means in his power. He was not the first,
nor the last, whom the responsibilities of office and power
have rendered tolernnt and modest. Among the many wise
sayings of a great living politician, none are mora true
RD:ﬂ Btriking than that in which he said that it is easier to
eritieiso than to construet. Unfortunately for the world,
triticism is much more natural than construction.

Espartero wrote Lo the FEnglish Commissioner, asking him o
1o endeavour to re-organize the Legion, which was now in Mo 58,
ﬂlﬂ‘rﬂ.ﬂﬁ of dissolution; and a fortunate argument acoom-
Panied the appeal in the shape of money o pay some of the
Wrrears due to the men, but-not ns yet anything for the
officers, Ip Fangland at this time pressure was being
hm“ght bo bear upon the government with a view to pre-
venting any nseistance of any description whatever being
Biven to the Christines, Colonel Wylde did not despair of

Mg nble to retain 1000 or 2000 of the best men, and ho
s the more anxions to do so bocause thoss of the Logion
Who hud accompaniod Espartero on his mareh to Pamplona
L the 20th May had behaved exceedingly well. “The
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“ Logion was not engaged on this ocension,” Ciolonel |
wrote, © exceplt the Artillery und Rockets, which A3 AL
“ distingnished themselves so much that Espartero wishe
“ that they shonld be indueed to remain on any terms; ané
¢ T hope that sufficient to form two or three &E&mf

¢ hatteries will be indueed to do s0.”  Defore the 17th Juns
abont 500 had re-engaged, and more would certainly

done so had it not been for the discontent—not unnatur
of their officers, many of whom had been at this time f
months without pay. The carelessmess ond want of faith y

with the Legion now met with their merited punishm

To sueceed General Evans a Colonel (F'Connell was found
but he had not the same influence over the men, and he
enconntered great difficulties from the beginning. Soma ol
these have been alrendy alluded to, others will be tronted i
next chapter ; suflice it to say here that nfter the new Legions
was formed and, indeed, within a few wecks of ite formal on,
Colonel Wylde was compelled to deseribe its state as one of

to be wondered at, for at the same time he had to admit hab

1at ' the men were receiving no pay, and their officers were pa 41
for their men's food out of their own resonrces. 1f is hardly
matter of surprise that Colonel Wylde determined on g *:-’.'j
at once to Espartero, who was now near Madrid, and who
alone of Spanish officials seemed trustworthy aund defers

lil'if-l';w'm, mined ; nor that this new Legion, as shown in a former

chapter, had but a brief existence. 3

While this attempt at re-orgunization was in progress, the-
following brief summary will show the gencral conrse of
this desultory war between the operations at Hernani "
the painful cireumstances in econnection with the (hristino.
forees which will form the snbject of the next chapter.

Towards the end of May, 1837, the Christino general:
Irrebarren, was at Tausté, & short distance from the lefts
bank of the Ebro, and Buerens was in communiestion
him on the right bauk between Tudela and Zaragosa. Trri-

barren hud as yet conducted his operations with great
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° judgment, marching in a parallel direction with the opposing
%: forca of Carlists, and keeping between them and the Ebro,
~ He thus forced the enemy into such a position that he could Col. Wylde,
- paly enfor Catalonia throngh the most mountainons part of Juf- "
Aragon—a distriet bolieved at that time to be inhabited by
- & Uhristino peasantry, and known to be inadequate to the
 gubsistence of any large fores, and unsuited for the passage
of eavalry and artillery. Fapartero was anxions to follow
np the operations at Hernani and Irun by moving on Pam-
plons, with u view to co-operating with Irribarren, and, if
necesgary, interposing his srmy between the Carlists and
Castile. Tt was known that the Carliste were abont 20,000
in number, and were under the command of Don Carlos him-
gl aud Don Sebastian ; and it was believed that their aim
wid enbsistence in Upper Aragon and Catalonia. Events
proved that a mueh higher purpose animated them; and
that, fired by the successful march of Gomez, Don Carlos
melitated u nnion with the forces of Cabrera, and an advance
on Madrid. Espartero marched Lo Pamplona on the 29th
May, but by this time an action lLad taken place belween
Irribarren and the Carlists, resnlting in the death of the
former. Ou the afternoon of the 28rd May, Irribarren had Lisutensat
heard that the enemy was crossing the river Gallijos, near ;E{TH’
Murillo, Ha immediately started in pursuit with his i
tavalry, roaching a village called Aleala at nightfall, Next 857,
worning he loarnt that the enemy was entering nesea, and
ab 3 pan. on that duy he himself arrived within three-quar-
ters of n league of that place, and made ready for battle.
His troops were as follows: on the right, the 6th Light
Infantry of {he Legion, the Regiment of Avila, and the
“Mipsnies of Gruides and Sappers, supported by some cavalry
““i_ artillery of the Legion; in the centre, the regiment of
ted, and two battalions of Gruards, with artillery ; and on
tho 1l5ff+ ome battalion of Almanza and two of Cordova.
Hig main foree of cavalry was on the extreme loft. The
"‘"ft*“ﬂ towmenced by the Christino Chagsenrs and Cara-
bineers driving in the advanced cavalry of the Carlists. As
the Carlist masses bogan gradually to form up outside the
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town, Imbarren & artillery came into action, 'I:rttf;w}ﬁ&
precigion or effect. TTe then threw forward his h@f
panies in skirmishing order, supported by some eayil
under Brigadier Don Diego Leon; and these were ¢
baek the enemy's skirmishers .qnmawhat loisurely qtu
sapports, when, unfortunately, Leon charged prematy
the head of u ﬂq‘rmdrnn of the Royal Guard, and m
a heavy fire, which proved fatal to himself and fo mas

of Leon ; that of the enemy behaved well, and was haz
with econgiderable skill; the Legion behaved badly,
Trribarren had no alternative but to order a retreat, w
would have degenerated into a rout had it not been for th
steadiness of the Cunards under Van Halen, During th
relreat, Trribarren headed, with praiseworthy rashne
cavalry charge agninst his pursuers, and received a '”,1.
wound, Many similar instances of gallantry on the part ol
the Christinos were displayed; one—a lieutenanirmnn
of the Gremndiers-i-Cheval—had three horses killed w
him, and was himszell wounded. The Legion lost 27 off ; ,,J_
and 250 men, killed and wounded ; and the entire !uﬂﬁ
Irribarren's force was over 1000 of all ranks, 'Phe pos
of tho epemy was a strong one, and their numbﬂrs
domble those opposed to them ; but they also suflered severa
losses.  After the action, the Carlists returned to Hueses,
where Don Carlos himself had taken np his station,

The misfortune to Irrebarren’s force found a mmjpﬂnl :r
in conmection with tho Christine army under the n;mnm
petent  General Oras, at this lime Captain-Genersl of
Arngon. He had marched on the 2nd June to ma'k&
reconnaissance of Barbastro, aund, if possible, to drive -==-'£l
enemy out of the town. ITis dispositions had nof beem
badly made, but were upset by the bad hehaviour of the
troops in the centre, and by the refusal at first of the Froneh .
Legion on his right to go into action. Taking advantage of
the confusion, the Carliats pressed in belween Oraa's I'I'ghfi A
which was L.nmm:mﬂc*d by Brigadier Conrad (who was hllﬁfj}
and hig left under General Buerens.
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= W'th diffieulty the troops were sufficiently disengaged to
;&mt of the flanks retiring in tolerabls order to the old
£ '_,. eantonments, nnder incessant charges of the enemy’s cavalry ;
~ ut the centre remained, during the retreai, in hopeless
sonfnsion. The Christino loss exceoded 600 men. The troops
‘were completely demoraliged, and the men of the Legion
* plaimed their discharge immediately after the action, and
ohtained permission to march to the eonst. This foree, ulti-
mately restored to order, rallied and pursued the Carlists
[-:ﬂm evacuated DBarbastro on the 5th June), reaching
Tamarite on the Tth, nnd Almenasa, in Calalonia, on the Sth.
~ At this place, Goneral Baron de Meer assumed command, and
the foree moved forward to Balagner on the 9th, in the hope
of preventing the Carlists from crossing the Begro,

The activity displayed by the Carlists in the North-east
found imitation elsewhere. On the 21st and 220d July two :::”ETIH:.
Carlist colnmna entered Castile by different waye, intending iE.IJ} a7,
to unite ot Monasterio. The reserve of the Army of the
North undor Escals was detailed to mareh in pursuit. At
the same time, a Carlist force under Castor was oceupying
the attention of (Genernl Scoane, who had to draw on the
garrigon of Bilbao und appenl for assistance from Lord John
Hoy in order to maintain his aseendancy, The Carlist,
Guorgue, had in the meantime taken Begovia, and ocsupied
the Biorra betwesn Burgos and Borip, following up these
oporations by driving almost to the gates of Madrid the
Christino foreo nnder Mendez Vigo.

Alarmed for the safely of the eapital, Fiapartero had hur- Ef’:d:r; %
ried sonth, reaching Madrid from Guadalaxara on the 12th sug. 12,
Augnst, There he r{tmﬂmrﬂ nntil the 16th, when he moved ik
hig head-quarters to Arabaea, two leagnes off, under circum-
sbances which desorve special eonsideration.
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CHAPTER XIV.

Crovos.

REVIOUS to detailing the mutlinous conduet a
Christino armies which darkens the narrative of
operations in 1837, it is well to remind the reader yet
that such conduct wes singnlarly rarn. “ The soldier of
“ Spain is one of the best when placed under an experienced
* genernl, and brave, intelligent officers. He is posges
“eool and steady valour ; he long resiste fatigme, and
“ inures himsell to lnbour ; he lives on little, endures b
“without complaining, exeentes the orders of his sup
“without heeitation, and nover suffers a murmnr to e
him." These words represent the opinions, also, not mel
of the writer who nses them, but of the whole of theEn
Commissieners who were mth the Queen’s armies in

gioner who, in this very year, 1837, accompanied the Army
of the Centre under General Oraa. “3

To what, then, can the committal of such nt'rﬂﬂiﬁ"-'@’""“
those of Begovia, Vittoria and Pamplona, be attributed?
What was it that developed among the patient B 1
soldiery that insubordination and violence which, m 1% a7,
found expression at Hernani, Bilbao and Arabaca? ne
writer attributes it to “ want of pay, the inaction of some
“of the chiefs, the reverses of others, and the tﬂlEI'H;-
“of insnbordination.” Bul these were merely addition
irritants, not the ane cange, Wwant of pay was far from
peculiar to 1837, in » country where the lreasury ¥
generally empty; and the Christinos bore inaction -'-'
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teverses with a patience and philosophy which other nutions
?ﬁiﬂ]‘t envy. The toleration of insubordination might
w the evil, but is an ecceniric reason to give for its
origin. The trne reason was known to Espartero, and ean-
:‘nmﬁba too urgently insisted upon hoth i justice to the
froops and as a warning for the future,

- It has already been stated that the curse which blighted
the operntions in the field was political exigeney in Madrid.
" Parfies were ready to win a petly vietory in the Cortes,

even ab the cost of a defeat of the army in the field. And
then, instead of expressing regret for their short-sighted-
negs, they would endeavour to transfer popular indignation
fiom themselves to the army, by a8 wholesale detraction of
the officers and men, who were not present to defend them-
‘galves. The Calatrava Ministry had made itsell especially
anpopular in this way with the army, for it not merely
allowed the troops to be maligned without offering to defend
them, but actually—by the voice of one of its leading mem.
bers, M. Mendizabal —attered the grossest calnmnies against
l:hqan i positions of command and responsibility,

On one oceasion, in replying to a eriticism on his admin- o, Wylde,
istration, which left the army penniless and starving, he, i
the Minister of Finsnee, had the effrontery to say that money Auz. 21,
enotgh had been sent to the army to fill their waist-helts '™
with gold ouneces, and that rations had been at all times
abundantly enpplied also. Even men like Espartero, who i,
!IE& high views of diseipline and patriotic self-denial, were At'i;f_- an,
indignant beyond eontrol. What, then, could be expectod it
of the mass of suffering soldiers? HBtatements like theso,
on guch authority, awakened in their minds donbts of the
chiefs undor whom they served, and through whom their
Puy and rations wonld naturally come, From doubt it was
bni. un ensy step to a belief that their generals retained for
their own use the pay which they now heard officially had

80 lavighly issued. And soon in every camp and garrison

Were seen dark looks, and were heard more than mutiered

mPr_'E‘l‘-ﬂt-iﬂIlB. Their generals were now in their eves
‘nothing but traitors, and the junior officers were afraid to

i

'I-t

'

F
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exercise their authority in many cases, lest they she
precipitate the mutiny that was imminent.

Things came to a erigis first at Hornani and Ban

in the division which had been commanded by

Evans, and was now under Count Mirasel. The o
continual struggles to obtain pay and rations for h

were so well known, that when the mutiny broke o

Col Wrlds, ery was, that since the English general left, there ha
ﬁ:‘;s'“h”‘ been traitors left to command them. Tn attemph
July 5, pacify the troops, Count Mirasol was knocked dow
il aide-de-cnmp killed, and hiz honse injured. Tn a shgh
re-action which followed, the troops expressed rﬁg’ﬁﬁ'ﬁ '

Connt Mirasol congidered that the hint to himself had b
sufficiently broad, and handed the command over to Gener
Juaregui. The new Auxiliary Legion refuzed ab ih& i

time to obey Colonel O'Conmell unless they raumvmf

pay, and the atmosphere was kept at fever-heat b i
presence in San Bebastian of some fifty officers of the

Legion, who refused with national eantion to necepba

sage to England unless their arrears of pay were

to them. The endurance of the froops under their
privations, previous to this dmeude, may be guessed fra
compluint made during the mutiny by the Princesss

ment of what it iz to be hoped was exceptional conduct,

that their adjutant had beaten and ill-treated thﬁm

porade for not being clean, although he knew they had m
maravedi to buy soap or blacking with |

Lieutenant  The discontent showed itself again at Miranda de Fbr
i, W5 the following manner. On the night of the 17th A :
Lo, 1837, the Provincial Begiment of Errrn*nirmJ which haﬂ hees
‘:ﬂ'ﬁg_m' for some time in o slate of insubordination, marched in rai ',._
Santander. Taving been guilty of mntinous acts the
previons day at Suzana, General Escalera, who commar

at Miranda, determined to make an example by punis

the nu;,lﬂaders Heo therefore drew up the garrison ® ou ._

* The garrison comeisted of two battalions of Eatremodurd, twi C :
panies of the Begiment of Almanza, with scme artillery and cavalry.
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side tho town, and on the arrival of the regiment, he made
sixteen of the ringleaders prisomers, and had intended to shoot
e ﬁqm &b once, but was persuaded to postpone the execution
~until the day following. About 8 pom, a great part of the
~ regiment of Segovia appeared in the streets, shonting for the
- telease of the prisoners, and acensing their chiefs of keoping
~ their pay for their own use. They took possession of the
~ bridge and entrances to the streets, and were soon joined by
- many men belonging fo the other regiments, the artillery
and eavalry alone taking no part in the disturbanee, Abont
& pan., the prisoncrs were given up to them, and then 150
mem went to the square in front of the general’s house, and
&fiﬁt‘ ealling to him to come ont, forced the entrance, He
appoared ou the slaircase with his staff, and endeavoured
10 pacify them, but many more of the mutincers entering
the honse, ha wns drageed to the door and barbarously
murderod. A number of officers were then cruelly beaten,
and the erowd quictly dispersed. No attempt was made to dis-
puté with the mutineers or to cheok them ; the regnlar ruards
did not interferc, nor was it believod thut the other regiments
wonld have fired on that of Segovia, had they been ordered.
Anticipating mattors here o little, it may be intevesting to
tell how this base assassination of 8 brave officer, who refused
boseelk safoty in flight, althongh slrongly urged, was aven
by Espartoro, who was deeply alleeted when the telligence
tegehed him at Torre Laguna. Returning with Lis arny to
the novth in {he beginning of winter, Fspartero reached
Mirnuds e Ebro on the 25th Oetober, 1837, where he
femained for a fow days. This place is the fronticr town of
I'_{EWTE,. and is now unportant as the junetion of soveral
€8 of railway, The Ebro flows through the town, and
8 the boundary between Castile and Navarre. Eepartero
bonfided his intentions to no one; bul on the 30th Octohor
he paraded the whole army without the himits of the town,
® regiment of Sogovia being drawn upin a prominent place,
ﬂ&_ﬂkﬂﬂ by others und by nrtillery. The weneral, to the
Arprise of Lig stall, appeared in full dress with all his orders
And decorations, and at ence summoning the senior and
L
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ataff nﬂirrrﬂ to accompany him, he rode np to t.hg rairit
of Begovia, e then addressed them somewhat as foll

“] come to nsk you for my old friend, my comrm
“ hattle, vour chicf, Kecalera ¥ Where i3 he 77 s

Then pointing to the gronnd where he had been 1
he went on 1— :

“ He ia there—fonlly murdered ; and T call npnunll' of
s whn are true soldiers, to give up the names of his

There was n dead silence. - Ho agnin appealed to them,:
but etill without effect. He then ordered the regime
bo numberad off from the right, and every twentieth m
be marched to the front, and prepared for immediats @
tion. This Lad hardly been done, when a sergeant relne
came forward and said that he had a list of the noku
murderers, some ten in number, They were accord
placed where the others had stood, only one of those d
at first happening to have been really guilty. Of
ten, one protested most vehemently that he had -
part in the disturbance, and his struggles were groat as b8
was dragged to a broken wall, against which the others hm
already beon placed for execution. He was placed on "
left of the others, but befors the fatal volloy was ﬁwﬂ. |
started nimbly round the corner of the wall, and ran ks
the front of the troops in sueh a way that if would - '.
been dangerous to fire at him. E:-mg re-captured, he 1 T'_:
dragged buck to the wall, when a voice was heard in .‘,
ranks of the regiment, saying that the real murderer W
man of the same name, who was now in hogpital at Br 'L-
and this proving on inguiry to bhe ecorrect, the other

|- .

fortunate protesting one cseaped. Many of the other ri
leaders were also severely punished, some twenty or ik irt; ¥
being sent to the gulleys for life. -
Similar atrocitics to that committed at Mirandas
witnessed at Vittoria and Pamplona. In the latter ];ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂi
large biody of mutineers headed by Brigadier Don s

=t
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“in the eity, elamouring for their pay, and murdered General
Baarafield and Oolonel Mendevel, on the plea that they had
 intercepted the money for their own parposes. The same
- yengeance wad dealt ont at Pamplona by Hspartero, when
* he reached that eity ; General Irviarte and four other officors
being exeented, notwilhstanding their previons gallant and
valuable services. At the conrt-martinl it was proved that
the general hnd sufficient influence over the mutineers to
save the life of a friend. Espartero said, if he could save a
Amiend Le had sufficient influence to save his general: and it
was the first duty of a seldier to proteet his gencoral. Iriarte
was aecordingly shot. This was not, however, till long aftor.

No one but Tepartero could have ventured on these stern
measures of reprisal in the discontented stato of the army ;
bt Lis popularity with the trodps was very great,

In Viltoria, the governor and many public officials were
assassinated by mutincers, besides Colonel Lopes, chief of the
stall, 8 colonel commanding the st Regiment, and two depu-
ties of the Provineial Junts,

In the end of August, 1837, Espartero had seen not a little
of this mutinous feeling even in (ke foreo under his immo-
dinte command. As mentioned elsewhere, he moved his troops
from Madrid on the 16th, to Arabaes, & place about two
loagnes distant. A verj resentful feeling prevailed among
the officars against the ministry, more eepecially againgt M.
Mendizabal. The tact and popularity of Espartero, combined
with the knowledge that he quite sympathized with their
almost richteons indignation, tided matters over for & time ;
but on the 17th one of hiz Dbrigadiers, Van Halen, reporbed
that the offivers of his brignde quartered at Pozuelo, had
refused {o do duty. The non-commissioned officers and men
hnd, Lowever, obayed his orders. The situation was awk-
ward; Fspartero had only too many jealous enemics in
E"[{eriﬂ who would have rejoreed over hig discomfiture, even
if it f'IlTﬂlTrerl their conntry’s peril ; and with fary in his heart
he himga)f kncw this well. While he brooded, the diseon-
tented officers arrived, and sought an interview. Sick at

#art now, he made ono more unreal attempt at concilintion.
L 2
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Tt [ailed —of conrse it fuiled; play-ncting and soft words b “
a way of failing, when they are nsed by a hesitating man o
others who are very seriongly in carnest. The suesrs ¢
politicians had touched the officers as keenly as had the
newly-awakened doubts of . their generals roused the

el

The halting discusesion soom ceased, and with a purely.
military view of the offence Tspartero ordered tho mal
contents to return to their quarters, and awsait orders
The regiments in which this feeling wae manifested wera
four battalions of the gunards, one of the provineisl g 4
forming Brigadier Main's command, and fonr battulio f
the guards eommanded by Brigadier Van Halen. E
Eapartero was not, however, the man to be bafflad with
another effort. He sent for the sergeants of these regimentsy
and reagoned with them, With a true soldier’s patri nHiem,
and with an eloguenece all his own, he appealed to them
to let their own grievances, just though they were, stand i
the light of their country’s nterest ; and he implored fhen
not to play into the hands of those who had proved them:
gelves the army’s most malicions critics. He did nof i
in vain, The officers had certain lofty, sentimental g
ances which were harder to bear than any mere personst
injustice. The non-commissioned oflicers and wmen, while
equally eapable of a high esprit-de-corps, had us yet heen
frotting under n sense of mere personal hardship, which
yanished before the earnest appeal of a leader whom b
loved, and in whose courage and honour they believed wilh
an implicit faith. The result was satisfactory; the army
moved forward to its fresh work with zeal: the disaffucted
officers were left behind, and the sergeants Teceived appoints
ments to the vacant eommissions.
A man’s worst enemies are indeed those of his own houses
hold. Was it not enough for Espartero and his men to haw
to wrestle, in the agony of eivil war, with those who songhi:
to demolish all that represented their nationsl creed and:
liberty, but must selfish place-hunters also burrow under ﬂi
fonndations, and berk at their success, lest it sheuld Lide
their miserable selves from public observation? The S
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- {aught by the clouds which darkened the loyalty of the
Chrigting troops in 1837 is nol for Bpain only, nor is it to
- be studied alone in fime of war.  Party spirit, transferred
to military operations, paralysed the arm of England in
the Ameriean War of Independence, and will numb the
energy ol any counlry’s army, even in the most righteons
ennge,  And there have been ugly symploms of late years
in Englend of the army heing made the arena of party
warfare, which cannot be too quickly or too thoroughly
gtampod oul. The heart of an army becomes as water,
when it foels that it no longer is the executive of a nalion,
bub ouly of a party ; and the discipline of an ATy Coases
to he noble, and is at the best a sullen gorvilnde, when
egotislical partisans or vain quacks bid for a hollow popu-
larity, by throwing doubts on the honour, the capacity, or
the conrage of those whow that army has to follow.
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COAPTER XV,

Tue Avvawce or Don Cirvos ox Maprip,

AD Don Carlos carried out his intention of co-operating

with Cabrors, and then advancing on the. met: npolis
*with some determination; had his Court been free fromg
jealousies ; and had his sympathisers in Madrid possessed he
cournge of their opinions, there seems little doubt that he
wonld have established such a hold there as would in Limg
Lave paralysed the country againgt further resistanee to
suthority. The possession of the metropolis decides, &
rile, the form of government, There ara generally, ind :
rival citics which resent the anthority of the eapital; bub
the vast majority of the country’s inhabitants accept s
inevitable the rule which is exercised from the metropolis,
and whieh has the command of the offices from which springs
the control of administrative uational work., This is af
exception to ordinary political precedent. As s rule agita-
tions are urban, nnd the resistance is from the provinues.
But if the metropolis is onee carried, the chauge i genera L
scoepted in the conntry districte, and resented only in those
towns which are sufficiently large to feel a right to be coo=
sulted. For example, the change of government nt Parig,
which would be accepted in Brittany with philosophy, wou
sorely excreize the cilizens of Marseilles.

Don Carlos was delicient in energy, and his Court was
harmoniong, The resnlt wag the failure of an expedition
which had in it the elements of snecess. Iud he H&rim;lﬂj_'._
laid siege to Madrid, he would have required no wooden horse
to convey his soldiers within the walls. Tlad the sun of
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~ {arlism been in the ascendant, there wonld have been no
Iaek of worshippers in the Puerta. The politics of many
- po-galled patriols changed several limes a day with the
eonflicting rumonrs which digtrocted brokers, and which
ghould have nerved statesmen, How many of thess would
- have basome demonstrative Carlists had the Pretender suc-
geeided in ocenpying Madrid it is difficalt to say, but they
wolld have been many.

amplified from the correspondence of the English Commis-
gioners, the following is a swnmary of Don Carlog’ move-
ments.  He took with him Don SBebastian, Moreno (chief of
the stall), 16 battalions, 10 squadrons of cavalry, and 2
guns, and marehed from the vicinity of Args by Lumbier

agningl the Christinos under Lrribarren and Oran, On the
12th June, in the neighbourhood of Gréi, he again engaged
the Chrislinos under the Baron de Meer, and wus defeated
after an obstinate battle. In epite of this disaster, Don
Carlos succeoded in effecting s junction with Cabrera at
Cherta ou the Elro, not far from Tortosa ; and he treated the
Catalonian chief with a warmth and courtesy which soon
awakened jealonsy in that most jealous Court, The united
foree then marched towsrds Valeucia, pursued very Inmely by
th? Baron de Meer, and condueted at first with considerable
ekill.  On the 15th July, Don Carlos was attacked by Oran
near Bunol and Chive, and after an engagement which
Iﬂﬂ!'«ﬂd & Whole day he was compelled to relrest. ITe then
tefirod to Canta Viejn to recruit his shattered forces. Canta
Vigja, a fortified place in Lower Aragon, was a slrong-
hold of Cabrera’s, with considerable natnral advantages,
There was not, however, food for so large u foree ;
aud Cabrera adoptod his usual tactics, seabtering his
forces throngh tho surrounding districts, and keeping a
Betwork of outposts all over the country. Oran—deliberate
t 8 dogree which under such circumstances was & erime—

Aceording to the account of a partial writer, which will ba Bollsert.

bowards Aragon on the 16th May, 1887, On the 24th he Fide suprm,

lought the action of Husses, followed by that of Barbastro, JT; %"
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was arranging o joint attack with Fapartero and B
against Dom Carlos, when his schome was destro
diversion of greal importance and exeellent AFTALL :
A Carlist chief, Zariategni, the old friend and comrad
Zumalacarreguy, at tho head of un setive column, mare

DT ROL, VALENCIA,
{From sbeteh by Pdewteimnd-ulomel Alderson, F.E

unexpectedly from Navarre, crossed the Ebro, and traversed
Custile in the direction of Mudrid, within five ]Eﬂgﬂﬂﬁ'-’
which place his advaneed colnmns had arrived on the 11 a: /
Angmst. The terror-stricken Government summoned ¥s=—
partero to their assistance, and so put an end to the plans of
Oraa. An uninlentional act of strategy nided Zuriategni, n
Curlist movement in Navarre having prevented his pursness
from following him with enorgy. 2

Don Carlos, haying escaped the concerted attack which
bad been meditated, was soon able to take the initisbives
and on the 23rd August, at Herrern and Villar, ﬂefﬂﬂ-@
General Buerens—who had been forbidden by Oran Lo .:
independently —completely, inflicting on him & loss of 92
officers and 2600 killed, wounded, and prisoners, This =
vietory he gained without the aid of Cabrers’s divislon ; and

i
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_f_ﬁamurit wne attributed to Moreno, the chisf of Don Sehas-
" fian's staff.*

‘T] .Eﬂpmtﬁm’a presenca and energy led soon to the retreat of

| =" Furiategui from before Madrid; and he then hastensd to

=]

“rejoin Oraa in the hope of inflicting a blow on Don Carlos
Cwhich should avenge Buerens' defeat, He commanded at
~ this dute the whole of the Christino forces in Spain; but
- the number which ho eonld muster for the special serviee on
~ which Le wes now engaged does not seem to have much
cexgeeded 20,000 men. The marvellons netivity and omni-
presence of the Carlists neutralised to a great extent the
numerieal superiority of the Christinos. Don Carlos on this
‘oucasion affected to retreat bofore Espartero, but really, in
conjunction with Cabrera, meraly evaded him, and marched
tapidly on Madrid, On the 12th Beptember he was within
four leagues of the mebropolis, and Cabrera's cavalry were
actnally engaged within five hundred yards of the walle,
At this moment Madrid might have been caplured with
eompurative case ; il garrison consisted mainly of Urhanos ;
and thore were many of the inhabitants who would have
been in gympathy with the besiegers. But the prize wag o
great s to bewilder Don Carlos: he eould not believe in tha
Possibility of its easy attainment, and while he hesitated the
Opportunity was lost. The eager Hspartero was on his
tenil; and aftor showing the metropolis to his army Thon
=" Carlcﬂ-immuﬂiat«&]}' commenced to retire northwards, Pur-
'-K‘\ Bued by KEspartera, he waa also deserted by Cabrera, who
lefl him, indiguant at the apathy and vaeillation which he
h.ml displayed. As is common with retreating armies, dis-
Cipling beemne lax ; one general guarrelled with another ; one
favourite at (lourt carriced his jealousy of another beyond the
tigun] backbiting, and made of it a public geandal ; even the
auk and file began to murmur at Lhaving been bronght on a

" Previous to the deluat of PBaerend, the Corlists (in order to et food)
t""ﬂu dispersed in Camarills, Miravete, Alinza, Alcala, and Segura,
—Obdurving Oima, Uraa, anxious to hem them in, had csused Boerens

K0 advang to Vigiedo,.—Triarte and Borso to Parales, and HNogueras o
:i]fmml;m_
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fool's errand from their native provinecs. Don (
march on Madrid was very similar to the march m:.
of Lthe l’retandar Charles Stuart, Boastful and eve
cessful at the oulset, it collapsed ab the very mumgnt
fruition might have been prodicted. The coldness belwe
the Carlist army of the Basqne Provinees and that Gf'ﬂ
was never allerwards removed ; the two fonght nominall
the same cause, but there was no longer an]"hhmg
gennine sympethy between them. Honours wers
upon Cabrera by his chief for snbsequent smecesses;
conferring them Don Carlos acted in atonement for the pas
and with a shrewd eye to poesible services in the future
rather than in a frank and uncaleulating recogmitio
present exploits and deserts, Viewed with a profes
eye, the collapse of Don Carlos in his march on Madn
be regretted as robbing the war of many interesting epi
viewed, however, a8 a blow, never to be recovered [rom, o
cauge the sueeess of which would have involved pulling b -L_:'...-
the clock of Spanish life for a century, the collapse 18 &
mutter for congratulation and joy. j

The eollapse eannot be deseribed better than in the **
passionate words of a contemporury: “ The Basques a
“ Navarrese were desirous of returning home, being ubl il
“ weary of expeditionary warfare. . . . DMany of hig
“ Carlos") principal chiefs, and Moreno in partienlar, insisted
“ npon an immediate termination of the expedition. . . «
¢ Dion Carlos fonnd himeelf onee more at Durango ; and her
“ it is reported he made no seeret of his dissatisfaction
“ the conduet of the latter part of the campaign. He
“ removed Moreno from his command, snd went go fa.r us fo
“ put cerlain officers of rank under arrest, besides disgracing
“ paveral others,” From another writer, a Carlisl, it ap il ,
that * when too late, Don Carlos had requested Cabrern W
“ take the command, which he refused to do.” .,:

The story wonld be somewhat bald without some dets -:-;;'_I
{rom other writers. From the biographers of Cabrera auds
from other sources, especially from Lieutenant Askwith,
LA, it appears t]rer.L the defeat of Don Carlos at Chiva 1_—
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~ 15th July was of considerable importanee, Don Carlos
conrted this encounter againgt the andvie of Cabrera, who
‘gtrongly urged him to march on Madrid at once; and who
‘hnd learnt that Oras had been reinforced by the trausport

-
=

CABTILTON T LA PLANA,
[ Fromm gbelel by Lieatd - Onlovee] Alderanm, & 8)

from Castillon to Valencia of Borso’s division on board two
English men-of-war,* His advice was however disregarded : posso de
and the Carlist force advancing agningt Valencia occupied arminaty,
varions amall places, inclnding Buiiol and Chiva, in dehelon. wnd ot
‘i!i"hen the action, which was deliberately plauned on both ii‘ﬁl‘fg‘““
sides, commenced, Borso was on the right of the Christine

army, Iriarte on the lefi, Amor in command of the cavalry,

CHIV A,
Frowre kel Dy Lired < Ovloneel, Alderam, 080
i

ind Nogueras of the reserve. The Carlists eommenced with
their lines at right angles to the rond leuding to Valencia,
Uran changed front on his left, throwing forward his right
ﬂll_ll altering his disposilions. The attack then commeneed ;
Lriarte attacking ‘the Cuarlist left, Borso the centre, and

* TLM.S. Hus feguin, Captain Frakine, and TLMLS, Brabeo.,
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Noguerag the right. The resistanee was H‘tﬂhhﬂl‘n il :
elleciual ; Dunnl was laken, and the Carlists ﬂntan
npon Chiva. Both armies at this time suffered anreljt
thirst and fatigne, no water being within reach. At Chivg
the battle continued ; and the Carlists’ loss was placed b
Oran at 1000 men and 200 prisouers, his own loes beis
only 400, Either this estimate was found to be inas
or-it was necessary to submit larger figures to Madred, for
some days lnter Orna declared the loss of the Carlists tbx In
been 2000 in prisoners alone, and 400 in deserters. 0O
this occasion he admitted his own loss to have bﬂan
killed and wounded. Cunbrera in his diary stated the loss ok
Crran to have been 700 men ; and that of the Carlists to ha
peen 117 killed, 218 wounded, and 281 prisoners, At &
one degpaira nf finding aecuracy in military ]:.:Bfﬂx“j';
templations to exaggerate are so very great; but there
be little doubt that this battle of Chiva was a grave chegl
to Dou Carlos, and it was hardly alluded to by him in 1
despateh or gazetie from his shelter in Canta Vieja. Dnl;k‘
anecdote in couneetion with it survives worthy of preserving
It appears that Cabrera in a fit of despair exposed himsell
{requently with great rashness, charging at times at the ¢
of hig own escort of 20 men. So foolish in its reckles
was his courting of danger, that the old General ]'[::-r
remonstrated with him, begging him not to forget his lﬁl
as a genernl in command. It is a pleasing story : on the o
gide the fire nnd rashness of one who was a thorongh soldi .=-
in all but training, on the other the calm shrewdnoss of £
veteran who objectod to kings and knights playing at ':' i
mere pawns on the chess-board of war. y
The country round Canta Vieja to which the Carliste 1'--1':
retired was mountainons ; and the want of provisions in 3
district saved them from much molostetion from Ora a :
foree. But the same want exposed the Carlists to great dis 5
tress, and lod to that disintegration which was a prelimi :1"~'.f'
step to the collapse of the axpedmmn Their division *“af
Navurre,” and that of Banz went in one direclion ; thllt
Quilez in another. A little coolness sprang up bebwee
(ubrera and the court, and he who shortly before had tlurﬂt 4
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% o aceompnny his royal leader on n march of conguest had

 getually to be ordersd to hand over his command to Tlan-
gostera and accompany Don Carlos during the remainder of
the al'peﬂ_itiuu_.

That Oras meand to follow up the sneeess at Chiva ia

-~ malbter of no doubt ; but eircumstances were too strong for
him. The eountry throngh which he Loped to munenvras
was literally destitute of provisions; his men were withomt
elothing nnd sandals, as well as bread ; they beeame relaxed
in diseipline, und began to dissolve in search of food ; so he
had no alternative, and had to fall back on a base ineluding
Villafranen and Monreal., Tt was lml.uedial::l:f alter this that vid spea,
the Carlists, quitting their stronghold, gucceeded in defeating e
Buerena so thoronghly at Herrera; and by so doing ntterly
diseomfited the plans of the Christinos, and were enabled to
march on Madrid. Thers was much in this success that
wis necidental. Lo the [rst place Don Carlos did not quit the
neighbonrhood of Cantu Viejn suve becanse all the provisions
wers exhansted ; and in the second place, Buerens was under
the impression that he wns in co-operation with Oraa, and
little thought that his messengers had been intercepted, and
hia plang been made known to the enemy. Oraa’s forces were
now indignant ot the disaster of Herrera, and were hungry
to gather lanrels again such as they had obtained at Chiva.
They started towards Mudrid in pursuit of Don Carlos,
leaving the plaine of Valencia and Castillon with an insig-
uificant foree for their protection. Cabrera—ever alive to
such opportunities —at once took advantage of the eirenm-
sfance, and ordercd one of his customary raids,

It was in Beptember that a stronger mind than Orna’s was
brought to hear ngaingt the Curlist expedition: but even
Fapartoro was buffled by the rupid movements of hiz ap-
F{‘ﬂ?nta. The dieaster to Buerems, which called for Oraa’s col Welde,
special exertions in pursnit, led to Espartero’s corps darmée g,?‘:f*:f
also making s serios of forced marches in the hope of eoming 1837,
up with Don Carlos from another point. The two Christino
armies united om the 3rd Beptember at Daroea, that of Oraa
Low nssuming the duties of the advanced portion of the
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eolumn,  The pursuit was rapid and earnest; am
Carlists wore buffled in their attempts to get suppl
Albarracni or Nognera, and in their hopes of eapturing
places as Coengs with the same intention. Some ¢
marches made were as much as thirteen lengmes, and
pursuers aud pursued were in a stule of great exhansbio
The pursuit was of a peenliar charncter; the Carlists Iﬂ ;
g0 exhausted the miserable villages through which the
pasged as to render it necessary for the Christines to I
by other, but parallel, roads. The most severs of all
ellorts made by Fepartero’s troops was that made for
relief of Cuenga. Expresses Lad heen sent to the ov
urging him to hold ont for twenty-fonr honrs, and {he a8
tance was successful. Espartero on his arrival al Cueng
found himself in such & position that, in the event of Dai
Carlos elfecting a junction with Zarintegui, he himself
get to Madrid before them and checkmate their atte
Should they prefer going towards Mureia, he conld
them, marching ou the inner circle next Madrid, The stale
of the Christinotroops at thizs time was =il that could he
wished ; the fire and enthusissm of Espartero had per=
meated the whole force, and yet he had been sorcly tried.
The miserable Oras, with six battalions snd 500 eavs
standing upon his dignity, had left Tspartero at Albarrac
on the plea that as captain-general of Aragon he conld not

%y

quit that province. Esparlero, as by royal order com-
mander-in-chief of the whele of the Queen’s armies, conld
Lave compelled obedience, but was unwilling to run the .
of an open rupture; and preferred to carry on the enm-
prign by himsell with s diminished force. He now had
under his immediate command on this expedition only the
divisions of Generals Ribiero and Iriarte, and the remaing
thut of General Tinerens; in all twenty-one battalions, 700
eavalry, aud four mountain guns. The total conld hardly .
have exceeded 11,000 men ; and the force opposed to him
muet have boen fully 16,000 men.  Of this number, however,
it had been ascertnined that Cubrors’s division, unamuatnmn&‘:"
to regular warfare, and impatient of suffering, was already 3
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~ becoming very undiseiplined, and would be more formidable
s gnerillns after a defeat than ne soldiers in battle; and the
presence of Espartero, like that of Napoleon or Wellington,
was equal to many battalions,

Bufb here comes n gingular story, illustrative to a romark- co, wyiie,
able extent of the absence of any system of obtaining g{‘;‘i"‘h
informalion, and very suggestive of the state of the peasantry 1837, 7
even in the neighbourhood of the metropolis.  That Madrid
wag the aim of the Carlists was soon quite evident, and was
endorsed by the hoastings of the North, and the murmurs
of the alprmed citizens. Espartero decided on swelling the
garrison ; and hiz decision was influenced by the panie of
the Government. He resolved on resching Madrid by an
idirect but perhaps niore speedy route, by Villas del Rey,
Tendells, and Aleala, crossing the Tagns at the bridge of
Anion.  Unfortunately, the eirenit made by FEspartoro
enabled the advaneed guard of the Carlists, under Foreadell,
soma 3000 strong, to threaten Madrid on the 12th Hep-
tember with impunity. On thai day, the main body of the
Carliats waa only erossing the Tagus ab another point, nor
did it adyanee beyond Arganda, where it heard of the move-
ments of Kepartero, The retrent was then determined npon ;
but, it will searcely be credited that np to the night of the
153th Beptember, neither the Queen’s general nor the Queen’s
Government had the least ides where the enemy’s hend-
Quarters, with Don Curlos and Don SBebastian, were stationed,
or whenee they were likely to make their appearance |

It wus now as neeessary to pursne Don Carlos on his
retreat from Madrid as it had been to follow him on his
nd?lnnurzi Espartero having ealmed the terror of the metro-
Polig, and having marched past the Queen Begent with mueh
I“"'fnP and ceremony, went into quarters in the suburbs to
I'?ﬂL He strongly urged the formation of another e0vrpa
darmés from the armies of the morth and centre, to be
devoted entirely to the pursnit of Don Carlos, who was evi-
ﬂunﬂ? shitking an engagement. With two columns in
pursuif, it would be possiblo either to force the enemy to
fight, or to drive him into the mountains, whence he would
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be compelled by want of provisions to return. I slrer

urged this, but he might just as well have spoken to i

winds, Te was obliged to trust to himself. .

el "i'i’flde, Leaving Madrid, therefore, on the 17th Beptember, T

Sapt. 23, tero marched to Aleals, to Guadalaxara (evaenated b
1847, Carlos on his uppronch), and back again to Aleala.

this march, on more than one oocasion, the Chrisl

vanced gnard esme into confliet wilh the rear-guard of §

Carlists, and the cheering intelligence was r&amva&

Cabrera, in disgust, had gone off with hiz diviston {

fﬂ.ﬁﬂt“ Aragon. On the 21sf, the Christino foree, still pur

bulos, reached Torrija (a place on the high road between M

Tt %% and Zaragoza), and found that the whele of Don €

' foree was at Brilmega, only three leagues in advane

was engaged in baking and washing, under the impr

thut the whole of Espartero’s force had gone back |
Guadalnxara, instead of a part merely, which had tnk&n:

direction by mistake during a heavy fog. DBrihuega®

in a deep hollow, surrounded on the side of Tsparte

approuch by steep heights, with only & narrow zigrag |

leading into the town, and with no exit on the other

gave 8 stoep marrow daﬁle commanded by the few sm

guna which aceompanied tha Christinos. Unforfunat

Espartero was utlerly ignorant of the enemy's Pﬂﬂlf-ll}ll nd

the nature of the comntry., Had it been otherwise,

natural during would have led him gladI:f o an attack, ,.

if vigoroms, wonld have heen irresistible, and might have

resulted in the capture of the Pretender. The apportuul ,.4,

was, however, lost ; and the Carliste, observing their daz :a“'ﬁ.

wade & hurried escape. It was at this time and near this:

place, at Aleolen, that the three English Commissioners were

found who had been zent out to the Army of the Ceénlre i

the same capacity as Colonel Wylde and Lieutenant Lynn to*

that of the North. The thres, Colonel Lacy, R.A., Capiain

Williams, R.E., snd Lientensnt Crofton, R.A., had fallen

* This place was associnled with another epizsode of the English ﬁh
Bpain in the former century.
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into tho hands of the Carlists, who had declined to recognise
‘their right to diplomatic privileges. A parole was exacted ;
and the tesult was that Colonel Lacy—who had a right by
! ﬁata::mﬁnnnl precedent to immunity—remained in SBpain in
-ﬁa.mpmitjr for which he was intended, while the other two
~ pfficers were replaced by Caplain Alderson, RE,, and Lien-
tenant Askwith, TLA.
The pursuit continued ; and it was fonnd that on the 28th ﬁirlﬂﬂ-
September Don Carlos had effected a junction with Zaria- robias,
tegui abt Aranda de Duero, and at once proceeded to take 'fg':,;'i‘
advantage of the depdts of provisions which had heen esta-
blished by the latler general in the distriet between Burgos
and Burgo de Osma, called the Pinares. At this {ime
Espartero, already strengthened sinee Oraa had left him, was
again reinforced by the Baron de Carandolet’s division, and
divided his army into two corps, the divisions of (leneral
Lorenso and the Baron de Carandolet forming one of fourteen
battalions nnder the former officer, and the other, of 81
battalions, remaining under himself. This had hardly been i
done ere the Carlists, turning on Lorenzo with a force of 24 iﬁ.‘{f"
battalions, were with diffieulty kept at bay until Espartero
eame Lo tho rescue, and, attacking their left and centre in
two columng, sent them flying in the utmost disorder towards
Bt. Domingo de Silos, He fuiled, however, to turn the vistory
to suffivient account, as he wos nnwilling to pursue until
Aome eonvoys of elothing and provisgions should resch him,
which he knew were then on their way from Madrid,
Hesuming the pursnit on the Tth Oclober, the Christinas Col Wylde,
learnt from many deserters that there was great discord go
among the Carliste, and thal the Navarrese and Basques had !
annonneed their determination to return to the provinees, DT!;I.T;? 7
Whether Don Carlos should do so or not. The result was '%7
8000 apparent : on the 10h October Zariategui crossed the

o at one point in full retreat, and on the 24th Don Carlos
f’r“ﬂﬂﬂﬂi it at another point, having failed to earry out his
1111t91:t1u11 of proceeding himsell to Aragon, where owing to
':'anrera’s energy there was more hope for lis canse than
W the now weary provinees of the norith. Sueh was the
M
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demoralization of his foreez at the last, that after s

skirmish with Lorenzo, he himsell with the Cura Me
to fly in ome direction, while each subordinale chief
of his men as would follow him in another.*

This was the end of the boasted royal ﬂ:pﬁ&ﬂmm

was to consigt of a trinmphal march terminating in
oeeupation of the capital. No fiction tould coneeal ih&
of ite eollapes ; the inhabitants of the Basque pmm:ﬂr
had geen it start and now witnessed the return of its f
mentg, could judge for themselves; and from this fime’
began to speculate on any means b}r which they could
their cherished Fueros, irrespective of Don Carlos &
eausa, with which they had been educated by the priest
believe that their Fueros were indissolubly connected. |
soems, therefors, a suitable ime to panse and nuumﬂhf
nature of those privileges and enstoms which were des
the Basques than even their nationalify.

Before doing so, it may be mentioned that after ---"3'-'""'3
the enemy across the Ebro, Espartero devoted himas
Mirunda de Ebre, Pamplons, and Logrofio, for the
ing weeks of the year 1837, to the punishment of
ringleaders in the disturbances mentioned in the last ¢ T,
to the disciplining of his armies, and to the organisation of
his means of transport and supply. )

* During all military operations Don Carlos wos ‘s cipher, miﬁ WA
ungratefil to those who served him. e was seldom seen by the oo
(disliking even to pul on nuiform), and regarded them with indillerence,
rarely speaking even to his most distinguished officers. Tlowever go
the Lardships suffered by his army, his Oourt always fored lui:nﬂﬁﬂﬂjh
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CHAPTER XVIL

Tur Frrros.

Nﬂ one ean understand the tenacity of the Carlists in their
various wars without first mastering the somewhat
complicated question of the Fuercs. It iz well also {hat
they should be thoroughly understood before entering on
the Munsgorri episode of the war ander consideration in
these pages.

Firat,—let the historieal side of the Fueros be studied.
Here, fortunately, a rich mino of information has been pro-
vided by the industry of two of the officers attached to the
Christino armies during the war, Their researches having M358 by
been made on the spot, their labours were naturally lighter; "3
but even they had to confess that, owing te the complieated with, k.,
vature of the Fuoros, the number of royal decrees mdﬂ?..}:l R
pru:rinnial laws affeeting them, and the dim allusions to if:ili‘];
ancient customs and traditional rights, the whole subject 1s41.
was involved in mystery even to the Spaniards themselves,
This mystery, however, did not diminizh the faith of the
sturdy native of the Basque Provinces. Where thore was
any donbt, he gave it in his own fuvour; where there was
anything that he did not know, he uneonsciously accepted
ﬂrua ignotum pro magnifico, and interpreted it by the
jilﬂﬂﬂﬂ&r:.r of Lis own wishes. Nor did he ever allow any
imperial rather than provineial patriotism to cloud his beliefs,
He k;ew the Basque Provinces first; Spain came nexi; but
the interval was wide. ‘There wag, too, & deliclous conceit
ahout these Fueros, which the student eannot but sdmire,
even while he condemns. The inhabitants of the provinees

M 2
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concerned always have maintained that these privileg
enjoyed by them from time immemorial—that thﬂ?'
granted to them for ever, and that the kings and
who ab various times confirmed them, only gnmtmﬁ ]
what was their own by right and inheritance. Caref
inquiry will not hear out this theory., e
The truth 13, that the privileges claimed were once en
by the whole of Bpain ; and that they were preserved and e
angmented in these northern provinees, while they wer
duced and abolishod in the rest of the kingdom. It is
beyond a doubt that the angmentation reforred to was in
of the efforts made by the Crown to eurtail them. T]ia-
men of the north were erafty and shrewd, and inva
made their demands for incroased privileges when the coun
was wealkened by war, or weary with internal disorders.
the watchfnl opportnnities ever come; and in this case!
woro inereased by the inert tolerance nf many Spanigh kin
by the impecuniosity of others, and by the vigilant '
of foreign Powers, who knew where a sore was, and how 1
could best be irritated. .
The principal Fueros, as they existed during the last cen-
tury, were ag follows :— '
1. That the provinces paid no contributions to the Crowo.
The contributions in Navarre under the title of *“ Subs
“voluntario,” and in the Basqne provinces, * Donative,”
collected by the municipal authorities, had been gradus E\
alienated from the Crown, .
2. Next came the fact that the custom-honses being placed
upon the frontiers of Castilo and Aragon admitted of the
introduction into the northern provinces of foreign pro Luce
and all the prineipal articles of consumption, subject only
to gmall loeal duties. Other articles, which elsewhere o "
Spain were forbidden, or subject to hcaﬁr dnties, such &
cotton and woollen goods, silks, &e,, were permitted in the
north to enter in like manner, and in an unlimited quantity.
3. Then came another very important privilege. Eﬂfil of
the northern PI'L'r'I."IILL('EI Wha gﬂ'l.r-e.rue-r] hF 1ts own P:E.f:.l".lﬂlﬂ '
laws, and the appointment of the judges and eivil suthori =-'-'
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lay with the people. The last-named functionaries were
wntrusted with the collection of taxes to moet the expenses
of the interior sdministration of the provincial Govern-
ment,

4. Of all the Fueros, however, the most important was the
exemplion from the Quinta or conscription for the army .
and this was conplad with the exemption from the nso of the
papil sellads, or stamped paper.

5, The remuining Fueros were of minor importance ; but
there were distinetions—often very murked—between those
of Nuvarre and the other provinees.

Thore can bo no doubt that the privilege of enjoying an
almost completely free trade with foreign conntries was most
valuable to the inhabitants of the north, especially at times
when the commerce of Spajn was nearly ruined by prohibi-
tory duties, and by oppressive restrictions on the indnstry of
the people. The northern provinces became froquently a
great depit for contrabaud goods to the rest of Spain, The
official literature of Madrid bristles at such times with
mnumerahle royal decroes, protesting against the groat
ubuses which in this way defranded the public revenue, and
reminding the people of the north that their Fneros never
bad eontemplated more than the introduction without duty
of a suficient quantity of foreign gouds for the wse and
consmption of the inhabitants. There was a charming sim-
plicity about this definition: as if any limit could be defined
to the wanie of 4 Baeque lady for silks and lace !

But of all the Fueros alluded to above, the one which, in
the 100 general state of Bpain, appealed most clearly to the
northorn interests and intensified their love for Home Rule,
Was that giving to the natives the power of appoiuting
magistrates and other civil anthorities by election, while
the rost of Spain was devounred by swarms of loenst-like
epleados. Not merely in the large towns, but also in every
small village, did this much-yalued privilege exist,

: It :EIHI: be admitted by any impartial stndent of the ques-
L, b, viewed ; : ; ! : 1 W. H. Ask-
o lewed in & historienl light, the men of the north it apdinepy

 good prime Jaeis case for the maivtennnee of Lheir
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dircetion, the officers above-mentioned yet give sufficien
evidence of this, When first conferred, in the 11th and !
centuries, the Fueros were almost necessary to the existence
of tho northern communities, on account of the sterility an

depopulated state of the country. The towns in these
vinces which were most frequently mentioned in the origum

decrees, were Bilbao, San Sebastisn, Irun, Fuentarabia
Tologs, Durango, and Vittoria, =

The Fueros of Biseay were emphatically confirmed by

Charles V. in 1527, and those of Guipuzcos by the same
mouarch in 1529. These confirmations are quoted al
as the Magna Charla of the North; certain somewhat
portant words being forgotten with which the confirmai
were qualified, © During my il and pleasure.”” The B
Provinees also cherish the recolleetion of decrees git
éaeh in 1722 by Charles V., stating that  he would not
¢ gr gugment the dulies then existing.” In the same
viclding fo the elamour and disturbences in the morth, he
replaced on the line of the Ebro the custom-honses whish in
1717 he had advaneed to the frontier at Bilbao, Sen Sebastian
and Tran. Interproting this withdrawal as a recogo Aol
their bonsted rights, the inhabitants of the provinces
after abolished the enstom of paying the *general dufies™
Intely enforced at the ports of Guipnseon and Biscay; and
their interpretation received plansibility from gubseqnent
confirmatory royal deerees in 1727, 1728, 1729, and 1748
Lastly, in 1814, on his restoration, Ferdinand V1L stated in
a decree that he, “wishing to imitate the example of his
“ gugnet predecessors, has boen plessed to confirm,
“ gnd approve the Fueros, good cnstoms, privileges,
 liberties of the foresaid Provinces, in the same form Hhat:
“ his nugust father had approved and confirmed :
This last-mentioned confirmation was, and is, of a specinlly’
important nature, because it is urged freguently by the
national party that during the allied oceupation of the North,
in 1812-13, the Fueros were ignored without remonstranceé.

This fact speaks rather for the patriotism of the North; 1 ,‘

i ._!_” L
1

il
1
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‘when the occasion passed, there was no lack of remonetrance

$o eall for Ferdinand's decree.
. There was another confirmation in 1824, in exchange for
an annual payment to the king by the provinces of Biseay
wnd Navarre; but as this was contemporaneous with the
restoration of despotie power, and the payments were for the
king's personal necessities, not for the national treasury,
the decree has not the same value as n precedent.

It is hardly to bs wondered at that, among a rude and not
over-eritical people, the decrees above quoted seemed, nnd
still seem, & sufficient charter for the maintenance of their
much-loved Fuercs, That, howsver, there is another view,
and one which is quite unanswerable, even apart from the
gemeral question of poliey, will be apparent after examining
the report drawn up in Madrid in 1815 by a Junta, which
wes assembled o inguire into *“the abuses of the royal
“ Tevennes in the Basque Provinces.” The report commences
“ a8 follows: “The adoration in which the privileges and
“Fueros of the Basque Provinees are held by the inhabitants
“ 18 well known, by which for many years the royal anthority,
“ 88 woll as the high tribunals of the kingdom, have experi-
" enced great disrespect. It would appear as if the perma-
" nent deputations of these provinces had been established to
* oppose the measures of government, There is nothing in
* common with the rest of the provinces in Spain ; the laws
* are distinet ; the commeres froe; the contributions almost
" Dothing; the ecnstom-honses profitless ; the officers®—
: opposed in the execntion of their duty—are muintained at

groat expenso, and are almost useless; the nobility has
* become nniversn] and self-created ; and in fact they have
" taken the government into their own hands.

: ) Thi? Peninsuln appears open to all their commerce, and
_ Megoflations ; and without doubt they enjoy greater
; Mvantages than the rest of the kingdom, being exempt

from the contributions of Castile, and the general tax of

L
Thers WETR oflicers of the National Government al the northern
Ports, Uetenaibly to prevent over-importation of goods into the provinees,

Mudrid,
Hov. 8,
1815,
'Ftu]}l;rrt of

J wirkii,
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“ the Crown of .H.mgnn from ordinary gerviees, from gener
¢ pontributions, from provineial rents, and from the contr
* butions and donations whiel have been go heavy sine
¢ French Revolution. And, even in the tithes and e
“ tieal eontributions, they have paid almost nothing to
““ State from which they receive protection. They huvebee
“ frea from conseription, militia, from providing mi
“ stores, barracks, baggage, enlistment for the :
“ garvice, and in fact from every other tax or serviee I&t

“ And yet the king and nation defend their territory am
“ ponsts from the ineursions of enemies!™ e

The report zoes on fo state that no documents ea
found to prove the independence of these northern proy
on the contrary, that they all prove their Buhjmﬂ:}ll _
kings of Navarre, Leon and Castile; and, lmaﬂj’, L
monarchy of the United Kingdom :

That—never having been independent—the
could not econtract for their Fueros and privileges, but
the counts and kings, who governed them, gave and con
gented to sueh freely and of their own good-will ;

That no wrillen Fuero existed before the 12th cen :
and that these privileges were granled to citics, towns
villages and hamlets only, and under such conditions &8
the payment of a fixed revenue, or the Pmﬂﬂlﬁﬂ ﬂ!'
certain number of armed men for the king's EE!I'?‘IEIH
war, d&o. .

That the Provinee of CGuipuzcoa confessed this m
preface to the compilation of their Fueros in 1696 3

That Alava also had ne peculiar legislation previous b
the same century :

And, that it ean be proved from authentie offieial 1
that all the Imeros proeceded from the same sﬂu.ﬂlﬂ._ ':_
eenfral government or king, which alone conld give them fhe
character of being legal and valid. :

The report goes on to make another very important p -”
in the dispute. In 1520, the old Fueros were pronounced

were compiled, which were confirmed in 1527 by Cha
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V., who did not mention the orviginal Fueros in his royal
decres, nor even alluded fo the changes as reforma.

@ From such beginnings procced the exemplions, so
# ghaolute and nniversal, now enjoyed by the Dasque I'ro-
 yinoes ; and it certainly appears an Inconsiderate demand
% that they should be exempt in future from all tribute, ns
“ gerpetund gift of the Crown of Castile, secured to them at
% fhe time they were incorporated with ¢, . . . The exemptions
“ they enjoy with respect to commeres owe their origin,
% alan, to the free good pleasure of the monarch. If is a
“ falge iden to give them the forece of faws, for, nlthough
“ they obtained a general confirmation, they were never
“ mora than a privilege ; and for this reason your Majesty is

Report af
Junta,

“not obliged to observe the agreement of 1727, as the

¥ Basques hove not observed the obligations fo which fhey
“ themselves agreed. . . . One of the most grave and preju-
* dicial sbuses consists in the fact that the passports given
* by the judge of contraband at Bilbao offer facilities for
“ falsifying the quality nnd quantity of goods, and introduce
“with a passport of small .impurtunua cargoes of great
“ yalne. Another of the abuses anthorised by the judge is
“ the giving of passporte to the wealthy merchants of Bilbao
“for larger quantities of goods than can possibly be eon-
“sumed by the inhabitants of the Provinces, the surplus
“ beng introduced frandulently into Castile and Aragon.
“ There is a third nbuse: the facility with which the jundge
* gives passports for foreign prodnee and goods, which are
* forbidden in the provinee of Alava. Words cannot express
“ the great harm done by this abuse. Yef again, n great
* quantity of merchandise is sent from San Bebastian and
* Bilbao to the provinee of Navarre, where the duties are
“light, and. through which great quantities filter into
“Aragon. Fifthly.—Tt is ordered in the regulations of
* commerce, dated 1778, that all the vessels employed in the
: northern trade ghall be Bpanish, and that no foreign ships
2 shall entery Bilbao, San Sebagtian, and other ports on that
& e, What is now the ease? In spite of these rules, they

admit foreign ahips which have not even louched at other
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”purm aud they give passports without limits ﬁm
“ goods that may be invoiced. BSixthly.—The deputalion:

*“ and municipal suthorities are guilty of covering

“ three Provinces a much greater quantity of goods
“ their passports than can possibly be consmmed b
* inhabitants, Beventhly.—The sale of inhibited goods
*to inhabitants and to smugglers is openly permi
“ Eighthly.—Thero is & gross abusc at Bilbao of the g
* manufacture of tobaceo and enufl.  And, lastly, i'.hm

* wholesale forgery of paaspﬂrts for goods, and the authori

“ display but little zeal in endeavouring to preveut it.
18 astonishing how indifferent the deputations and
“ thorities are to such frauds, committed before their e
*“ The smugglers appear to be even protected, and are
* eertainly never obstructed in their infamons traflie. . . .
“The Juuta . .. begs to sssure your Majesty that the
“ independence of these provinces, to which they preﬁmif o

“ attribute their privileges, never existed ; and they owe

“ Fueros to the liberality of your nugust ancestors, 1
“ alwnys governed them by right of succession, aud by other
“ legitimate titlos as & part of the Spanich monarehy.”
The indulgences granted to the northern provinees had,
therefore, been abused, and grossly. The attention of the
Central Government having been called to the abnses, it wi *
an easy step to go further, and to ingmire into the paliﬂy
continuing privileges which affected so seriously the ‘um £
Galignani, and the revenues of the Empire. And even the warmestde-
e, qp, fenders of the provineial home rule could not but admit that
i858 the right of any portion of o kingdom united under one head,
and aflected by the same interests, to claim privileges distinet
from and superior to those of Lhe others, may be ealled in
question by those who think that the obligations of the
governed and governing are I‘Lulpl'ﬂﬂﬂ.l Had the question -
been dispassionately discussed, it is probable that some
ressonable compromise would have boen arrived at, paving
the way in Spain for an nltimate commercial and Iegmlat:w
union betwoen the varions provinees. Unlortunately, as is
too frequently the case in other countries besides Epllin,;
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wholegome legislation has been deferred by want of tact, by
glumsy menace, nnstatesmanlike threats, and active rumonrs

girculated by designing men. The guestion had been sim-
mering between 1815 and 1833, and towards the end of
Ferdinand's reign had been almost removed from the region
of sentiment into the cold arena of politieal economy.
Treating it purely as a matter of unjust differential dunties,
and more nujust exemptions, the thinkers and statesmen of
Madrid despised a poliey of conciliation, and hungered for
gweeping instend of gradual changes. Iad they decided on
the gentler treatment, there can be little doubt, to use the
words of & writer favourable to the Basques, that in time a
wider experience would have tanght the provineials to appre-
ginfo n larger and more imperial system; nnd & constant
interconrse with Europesn civilisation and Enropean poliey
wonld have enabled them to understand those institutions,
whose superior utility was destined to supersede their own,
There were many special reasons for the gradunal treatment
of this question. Not merely in sentiment and in privileges,
but even in langnnge, did the Basque nationality assert
ibaclf. Diffienlt to loarn, bewildering in its idioms, harsh in
its ntterance, tmeonth in its construction, the Basques yot
reflected with pride that it was the ancient langnage of the
country, and had survived in its purity the many vicissi-
fudes which had afllicted the Peninsula, Even the wave of
Vandal coonpation, whieh had left its mark in the name of
the fair provinee of Andalugia, had been unable to tarnish

the dialect of the more sterile north. With playful pride Espague,

the Basque peasant would boast that the devil himself spent L

avalléa

il

BOVen Years in their country in a futile endeavour to master Gueroult,

the intricacies of their language.

To such a people conservatism of their institutions was at
once an imstinet and a poetry, Their Fueros might be inson-
venient to the rest of the Empire; they might be attended

Paris, 1544,

by details sapping the strength of the country and dissipating .

much of its energy; but to them they were local solf-govern-
ment of almost g patriarchal order; they were the vine and
the fig-tros under which generntion after generation of their
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simple race had lived and died, and a special halo snrrg +
them in the fact that to prescrve them the bravest of thet
fathers had willingly shed their blood. To tell snch a
as this, In the cold words of political economy, that
privileges were a loan, and thut the day hLad gone |
their continuance, wae like argning with the east w
beating the air. Even with less excuse, indulgences
become rights in the eyos of the recipients. The igie o
the nneedote may be feeble, but it is casentinlly human,
which tells how an old pauper in an English village had for
years received from the parish clergyman a duily it
quart of milk, and how, after hiz death, he was fonnd to
made a will, bequeathing to his brother the daily quar
which he had been so long aceustomed ! ]

II' maximea reverentio debetur pueris, go, surely, to
people consideration is due in meddling with their eheris
institutions. And when, as was the case, even the m
edneated provineials — the Constitutional Liberals of the
large northern cities—regarded these same Fueros with a
firm and plaintive aflection, the statesman mnst indeed h
been hlind who sought to ride ronghshod over them. o

But il these cherished institutions of the Basques were the
development of eelf-government, and the antipedes of an
absolute monarchy, how is it that the Basques have been
found so often fighting under the colonrs of men whoss
success wonld have involved the establishment of u despo 1e
government ¢ |

The cireumstances attending the opening of the war nnder |
discnssion in these pages will afford an answer to this
question. The Carlist rebellion owed its rise to the so-called
Apostolical Junta ; who, foreseeing that on King Ferdinand's
death the Liboral party in Spain would, under the protection
of Queen Christina, insist on introdueing many wholesome
and necessary reforms in the kingdom, had for some yoars
previous to 1833 heen preparing the lower classes for L
insurreetion against Isabella T In Don Carlos the leaders
of the fanatical conspiracy saw the fittest instrnment for
their purposes, and by means of numerous agencies and

3
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alilisted cluba they intrigned deeply in the Basque Pro-
yinoas, the inhabitants of which they well knew to be
ml in spirit, and to be opposed to being placed on a
level with the rest of Spain. The Madrid Government
neglectod in 1833 to send forces to the north to prevent the
meditated insurrection, and at the time of the king’s death
there was actually not a single soldier in Bilbao or in Biscay.

Aftor the rising took place, the ministry, with strange want ¥, G
minde,
Bilbao,

of tact, insisted on appointing anti-fuerist authorities in

the north; and this, combined with other like errors, gave May 18,

the leaders of the Carlist faction s handle with which to E;;;F

work on the Basques' imagination, and to suggest the immi- M5

nent abolition of their fuerss,

The rebellion, which was commenced in the interests of
fanaticism, was thus purposely complicated, and was ndroitly
construed into o sacred war in defonce of the Fueros. A clear
confirmation of the aceurney of this view is found in the fact
that in 1833, previous to tho rebellion, and whils Ferdinand
wad yet alive, Biseny acknowledged solemmly in Guernica
through ils representatives the rights of Isabella Il. to the
throne of Bpain and fo the lordship of Bisoay,

The Fueros formod an admirable ery for the Carlist leaders
in the Basque provinces; but that pure Carlism was the idea
for which the Basques fonght would be about s readonable
& statement as to say that & man sfruggling with a pick-
Pocket iz actuated not so much by a desire to save his
OWN purse s by a theoretical affection for the eighth com-
mandment |

The heat of war is unfavourable to a deliberate analyris of
motives or mnteresta ; but as the war under consideration
Progressod, the Basques began to distinguish between their
Own inferests aud that of the Protender. From this moment
the result was mevitable, and was easily foreshadowed.
Mﬂmgﬂr_ri saw the sitnation, but his ambition made him—
a8 the sequel will show —precipitate in his action, The
most important among the earlier movements, which showed
the Bflmquea. the renl as compured with the falze issme, was
the Blgning, in 1837, of a petition by all the principal and

fhd,

q[ﬂmuu
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loyal inhsbitants of Bilbao, and by its National i
urging on the Madrid government the preservation
Isabella of the old Fueros. This cleared the air of
misconcoption, and paved the way for coming Cas
sensions. The Engﬁah Government wag also shrewd o
to sce that the main point was the defeat of Don Carl
the question of the Funeros ; and the influence of Eng
therafore used with a view to postponing the latbar
to a more favourable season. Let Spain be first fmﬂﬂ
eivil war, was her argument, and then let internal logisla
and consolidation proeeed, in a less heated a,tmoayhm
with some regard for the sensibilities of a people who & Ve
ghown in go gallant a way the earnestnoss of their u)
faith. &
The question of the Basque Fueros has bheen diseusse
considerable length in this place, and must frequently
in the course of the narrative. Its importance, if the W
to be thoroughly nnderstood, will be sufficient exense.
if any other were needed by nn English reader it woul
fonnd in the historieal parallel afforded by Itﬂlauﬂ in i i
relations to the British Empire. The Fneros of Irﬁlﬂni
not, it is true, based on freedom from conseription, or ad
tareous differential duties. They are, alas! more difhon
treat, for they are to a great cxtent sentimental ; and y
mugt be confossed that the sentiment is not unwortly.
thoughtful Englishmun, as he listens to the complaints a
pppeals of the Irish, must feel that in their most unreasom
able ntterances there is reason. The shadow of tha e e
penal code, which & mistaken discipline forced on a mereur .
people, still clouds the arguments of a generation to which
that coda is but tradition. The memories of ﬁﬂﬂ!ﬂi e
unjust time have survived the disappearance of eruelty beto:
an nlmost anxiously righteous form of government,
liberty itself seems rendered insipid by the muﬂllat:hﬂni’ i
the injustice for which it appears that no English penitence '-.-:
ean ever atone, One political party in the State held le
hopefully an olive branch ; but the feelings of Ircland are
keenly resentful as when ﬂm Irish Church yet retained 1‘!‘ J

]
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A inanee, and the Irish Land Aet had not been ocon-
~ eoived. Another party, in its turn, while diminishing the
restraints of a Coercion Act, allowed with gonerons conrtesy
to the Irish representatives a licence of debate unparalleled
in parliamentary history; and the return wns londly-
expregsed indignation at one of their own number who had
ventured to neknowlege the Government’s kindness, After
many years dovoted in no small degree to the consideration
of subjects which might have been cxpected to interest
Ireland, she remains as unsettled as in the days of the war
treated m these pages, when the bwrning eloguence of an
(FConnell was stirring the hearts of a too-willing people,

The tendency of the Fnglish in studying the higtory of
another people is towards complaceney, and & thankfalness
that they are not ns other men are. Tt may be ns well for
us to remember that we have our domestic diffieulty as well
28 Bpein; that the grievances which haunt the Wicklow
hills may be more shadowy and unintelligible than those for
which men died nmong the mountains of Biseay and Navarre,
but that they are not the less real in their demand for dis-
cussion and, if need be, legislation,

It may be that arguments for temperate and eourtoons
mquiry into Ireland’s persistent appeals—an inguiry which
may lead to plucking from the netile danger, the flower
safety—may be found, even by the complacent English, on
the sonthern slopes of the Pyrenees,
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CHAPTER XVIL

Tae Muxasorrr Ermone,
T is unfortunate for & man who has the ability and the
cause, to mistake his opportunity, and to be premature i
his aetion. This mistake was committed by Hnmggﬂ-i,.. He
possessed energy, talent of a sort, comrage, and he was
liked by those few who knew him; but he had not esrned
his spurs ; and he died, as to his canse, a victim to the ques
tion, * Who is he ¥ Evon among ignorant Basques,
title to obedience is required in a man claiming fo com
And when an unknown man appeared, thundering fo
platitudes on the snbjeet of peace, and independence, s
Fueros, and liberty, and the nsual stock-purse of poli
coing which the demagogne shakes in the enrs of th
whom he seeks to influence, he was met with eold looks, w
haughty indifferenee, wilh contempluons resentment. Lo
b nuknown is almost as great a erime in the world as to be
young ; and Munagorri appeared guilty of both. :
He might have passed off the slage unnoticed, and lapsed
into an oblivion as complete as his failure, had it not b
for Lord John May, the English commodore. That officer
wag an excellent sailor; but he was not satisfied with the
rdle for which nature and eduneation had trained him. He&
would be a diplomatist ; not now mercly, but also luer, ab
the time of the defection of Maroto. There are not a leW
pestilent gnises in which man struts this world’s stage; but
few are so utterly objectionable as that of an amafent
diplomatist. The professional diplomatist ia bad enough;
but the reeollection of the long list of failures which hﬁ
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probably constituted his professional eduecation has on him
the effect at all events of generating modesty and self-distrust.
" He hae also learnt the value of silence and dizeretion. The
-3 M-ﬂjpinmaﬁst has had no such training ; he is » mass of
* solf-ngsurancs and conceit ; 4o fur from keeping his mission a
¥ Wt_, it vozes out of every pore; oven his silence is eloguent,
for it is accompanied by an air of importance and mystery,
‘which eourls inquiry ; and, when he does speak, he says more
than he means, while he intends to eonvey the impression
Ahat he means more than he says. The most transparent of
‘men,—were ik not that he is prevented from knowing anything
of moment, he would be capable of incalenlable mischief.
- Munagorri deopped into Lord John Hay's lup, like u gift
Srom heaven. Iis first step was to raise a clond of mystery
round the enterprige, in which he was abont ag suceessful
ad if he had advertised overy word and movement in the
gozette of either army. His new importance intensified 5
natural hanghtiness and bombast, which geem to be NFOTA-
valed by the social naval code of England. He made the
life of Colonel Colquboun from this moment a burden. That
ill-fated officer was under his authority, being borne, with
the men under his command, on the books of her Britannie
Majesty’s squadron. He was admitted into the confidence
of the commodors ; he was saturated with the hopes and
beliefs and marvellous sehemes which chased one another in
wild confusion through the gallant snilor's mind ; and he wae
gracionaly allowed a subordinate part in maturing the plans
of this marine Machiavel. Poor Colonel Colguhonn | he was
ft excellont man, an able artilleryman, a good linguist, «
tair mathematician, an ingenions inventor, but he knew no
more of diplomaey than of Confucius or of the Vedas, Ang
Bow he was plunged into duties which wera & happy mixture
of i detective’s and u elork’s; he had even al times to dis-
guige his body as well as to attempt meffectually to disguize
his mind ; he found the vacillations of his emplover vibrat-
g in the form of contradictory, explanatory, and expostn-
1913':!1? noties, which darkened the horizon of his once simple
Bife ; and in his new character as a man of mystory, he went

N
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phout with his daye embittered by m horrible # of
andetected crime. Of all the cecurrences in this war, ne
coma to the surface with such a sense of m&ﬁhhimh
this picture of the blundering sailor and the fransp
soldier playing in verdant innocence at the grave
diplomacy. :

This episode was aptly spoken of by a resent wril
“ A pomedy enacted by a Basque ealled Munagorri. .
« He distributed regular pay to all the peasants who,
« posed to fight, had emigrated across the frontier.
“ were intended to re-enter as an anti-Carlist foree, ani
“ gerupulously received their pay until £20,000 of Ga
“ ment money was exhansted. Basque opinion i3 di
¢ to whether Munagorri was a patriot or a common 8
“ those who know most of him think he seted half sin
“ half from a love of notoriety and sense of his own il
“ tance.” His objects were sketched in the following 2
to the Basques:  During the last five years desolation
« Jeath have been hovering over onr country, The blood
“ in our fields is that of our brave brethrom, who s
“ and deceived by intrigners are fighting for a prince
« rights to the crown of Bpain ave exlremely do
« What do yon require? What are you contending
@ for whom ? ¢ Pence and our Fueros "—such ought to be
e gole desire. Let the ambitions who eovet the throne.
“ quer it themselves! Navarre and the Dasque pro i
« united by =0 many fies of friendship, blood, habits,
t libaral institutions, are from this day independent. F.
 this moment we shall no longer be the slayes of wrolt
¢ goonstomed to command ns masters, and to enrich th
¢ galves nt the cxpense of the poor. To arms] Indepefs
« dence for ever! Peace! Liberty! Obedience to the new:
¢ anthorities |” p

So unsnecessful was his appeal that within a fow days he
had to fly to Bayonne, and to ccenpy himself in gatheriug
stragglers to his stsndard on the French side of the tron=.
tier, while he endeavoured by communieations with the

French, English, and Madrid Governments to seeurs &

v
LS
|

0
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ion which would strengthen his cause. From the wylde
m first, the French Government scouted at the diversion ﬂ_:?? 1838,
1 dd, They declined taking any part in a mediation
which Munagorri proposed between himself and the Govern-
ment snd Madrid, lest any direct intercourse with the
Carlists might subject them to misrepresentation, and lest
Queen Isabells’s Government should ultimately fail to
indorse *any agreement at which they themselves and
Munsgorri might arrive. Nor wag their conduet mercly
passive; ut Bayonno they threw every difficulty in the way col Wylde,
of Munagorri; they treated all desertors to him from the :';’f’;gf'
Carlists ns prisoners and eriminals in the first instance ; and 1338,
1t was found that the sous-prefit there confided to the Carlist
agents everything he learnt with regard to the movements
of the now party. Nor was the success of the private, or
at times semi-official, overtures to Madrid any greater. An
agent was indoed sent to inguire into the extent of the
tmovement, but he was known to be anti-fuerist in his
Sympathies. So little, also, did the Spunish Government
think of the value of Munagorri's attempt, that they did not
aven communicate the fact of its existence to Espartero, nor
give him any idea of their wishes in the not improbabla Cal, Wylde,
Ovent of the new leader appealing to the commander of the Mot
Queen's armics in the North. Aud when at a later period 1838,
of the year, in the month of October, Munagorri applied
for permission to come from France, and take possession of
the fortified post on the frontier called Val Carlos, or oven to
tnter the villuge and obtain proleetion from the garrison,
the Madrid Government,—although the Queon’s cause was in
fuch n plight as would have mado any really beneficial move-
Ment Weleome,—distinetly refused to sanetion lis entrance Cal, Wylde,
“Ven 1nto the village of Val Carlos, nor would they promise E_:Jim;%
% grant protection to his flag unless he were driven by the 1336,
“nemy under the gung of the fort. The fact was that the
SBhLE garvison of Val Carlos was an admirable one, com-
Posed of the peasants of the valleys of Ttoncal and Aescoa,
Who had taken up arms for the (ueen, and hud been com-
Pelled {0 tgkq retuge there when the line of Zobirt was

N 2
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abandoned by the Christinos, The forts were
strong, aud the roads leading to them would not
wheelod earriages; nor, from their proximity to t.'[w
wag it easy to attack them without violating Freneh |
tory. 1t was hardly to be wondered at that the
Government was relnctant to exchange a {ried g
which had on more than one cecasion proved a thern
side of the Carlists, for one consisting mainly of
deserters, who were said to be quite ready fo deserts
soon as Munagorri's pecuniury resources shonld be exh
There was an ill-concenled dread of this in a procla
iggued by Muusgorri, shortly before he made this app
in which—nmid a ecloud of verbinge, expressing hi
tude for their obedience, as if that were an unusual militar
virtue—he assnred them that the means of paying every n
aceording to his rnnk were at his disposal.  * Contide, them
¢ fore,” he said, “in me. 1 will watch over your ink
And then, with a enrions bul suggestive inconsiste
cancels the gushing langnage in the body of the proe
tion with the following commination: “ If any one af
« ghonld deviate from the line whick I have traced, a
“ which I do not for a moment antieipate, I Hflﬂ.]l.-tﬁ
# the painful necessity of pnnishing him with that s
* which the high cause which we have embraced dem A
1t had long been apparent to the chief English G
sioner that Munagorri was deficient in the ﬂmnnﬂh
ability requisite to inspire his followers with confidend
e seemed the instrument instead of the leader of l'mi
mittee or couneil; and it was evident that nothing W
come of the movement nnles n good Carlist mi]itar]rl
ghould join him, and unless he could establish himse
foree on the Spanish side of the frontier. Neither of
events took place. Under the strong pressure of Lclrl:l
Hay, s Christino general, Jauregm, “attached himself fo
amall foree, never over 1500, raized by Munagorri.
at once gave a partisan instead of a noutral tink &8
the movement, and vet without affording the ﬂ&?&ﬂtﬂgﬂ'_
partisanghip.  When ultimately he succeeded in erossing

4
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the Bidassoa, with the assistance of Lord John Hay's marines, Aol
it was in spite of the Christino ecommander in the neighbounr- Feister,
Tood, O'Donnell, who first prevented him crossing st Iron,
"fgjj; {hen sent troops to prevent bhim from taking possession
of the village of Ban Marcial. He took up a position

' bﬁt‘i‘i’ﬂﬂn Iron and Vers, where he was supplied by the

: _En-g]_ish commodore with tents, and with the services of
gome engineers in throwing up his intrenchments. Here,
praetically, the movement collapsed ; and the only effect pro-
dneed by the diversion of this *lawyer of Berostigui," was Bellet.
& considerable logs to the Queen's treasury, in the matter of
‘money rashly advanced before its ntterly exotic nature had
been detected. Nothing speaks so eloguently both of the eol-
lnpse of the scheme and of the weakness and obscurity of ite
-anthor, as the fact that at the Convention of Bergurs in the
following year, when * Peace and the Fueros” were disenssed
and arranged, no notice was taken of the unfortunate man
who had hoped to obtain lnsting fame under a banner with
#ueh inseription.

But, like many other men, both Munagorri and Lord John
Hay were at least stopping-stones, if not agents. There 18
more room 10 the world for the former than for the Iatter,
and as much need. Even Archimedes had to demand his
f“:lfmﬂl, ag & condition of his moving the world, Tf a minister
‘Wwighes to make a statement, he may aveil himself of a very
obsenre questioner {o strike the rock, and let the water
flow. The more one sees of life, the more one learns {that
the smallest instrument may be useful. The traveller who
Crusses o streain does not quarrel with the stone which
Supports him, becanse it is not marble ; the man who revels
m priccless wine does not feel that the relish suffers from
the fact {hat the glass which holds it 18 common, or the
-:u'.llalr n which it gathered its cobwehe was in the vieinity
of disenge, and pauperism, and erime.  Withoat saying that
the eud justifics the means, it must be admitted that it often
glorifics perfectly uneonscions instruments, The guestion
ot thH_FﬂEmE wag hushed for o time at Bergara; the hushing
Was aided by an admirable expression of the views of the
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English Government ; and that expression was prove
the undue 1mpnrtannv attached to the Munngom
by those who were on the epot, and were th&mfﬂm A1
to be good authorities. Althongh the value of the
and Fueros ™ movement was in the first instanee o Teg
the views which it called forth from so ﬂinpnﬂmumt& :
as Lord Palmerston educated both Madrid and i:]:lﬁ
Provinees up to a pm.ut which bronght the Conve
Bergarn within the region of possibilities.
Wylde The Fnglish Government, with all the weight -
f‘g& Ma7: attaches to a purely disinterested opinion, was able to asser
dogmatically that the maintenanee of the Fueros of the Pre
vinces must he the basis of any arrangement botween the
batants, At the same timo they said it should he disti
understood that for deliberation on all national questio
provinees ghould send deputies fo the Cortes of the T
Kingdom. Otherwise, as was well urged, wore the Proviness
to separate themselves from the rest of the E‘E!H-lliﬂh IOTIATE,
and to have a Cortes of their own, the greatest inconvenient
wonld arise, and it wonld amount in fact to a qlmmam rmen
of Spain. .Fm entirely separate organisation of the F 5
wag of comparatively little consequence while Spain wa
governed despotieally, and when all guestions abont
and war, and other great national interests, were determi
by the unconlrolled will of an absolute king, becsmse that
will was for these purposes as powerful in the provinees a8
in the rest of Spain, and national unity both of sclion and
external relations was thereby maintained. Now, Lowever,
pinee the accession of Tsnbella, a rapreaentnlwe E‘_rstﬂm
been established, nnd the will of the sovereign had besn
subjected to the control of representative agserab .'5
It would follow, therefore, that the unity sud integrity o
Spain would be destroyed if there were one Cortes im
Madrid, and another in Navarre, Guipuscoa, and Biscay; or
if the acts of the general Cortes of Spain were to have l,,
effect in the provinees north of the Ebro. In the Ermt.'
such an arrangement, the provinces to the north and Ehe
south of the Ebro would practically become separate king-




..?'.ﬁ._p._xw:,, The Munagorri Episode. 183

}mns,ﬂf which one might be al war with a foreign power,
and the other at peace. Another point was also very
apparent to those who chose to see : owing to the proximity
of the northern provinees to Franee, the Government of the
Tattier would have o strong interest in widening the separation
botween the former und the rest of Spain, with a view to
their nltimate incorporation with Franee. The opporfunities

of fomenting intrignes and of sowing dissension would be
frequent, and any patriotie Spaninrd wonld gladly, it was

hoped, avoid sach risk, by agreeing to send representatives
fo a general Cortes. In a word, the nrguments of Lord

Palmerston were in favour of the Fueros being interpreted as

meaning municipal ingtitutions and local privileges, and not

a8 militating sgainst sending deputies to the Cortes,
Munagorri Lad endeavonred to obtain n gearantre from

England and France that the Madrid Government would

muinfain the Fueros invielate, in the event of peace. Onm
behalf of the English Government it was nrged that no such

gusrantes eould bo given, but that the intervention of Great

Britain was not likely to be departed from; first, beeause the

British government would of eourse employ all its influenee

af Madrid to prevent such a breach of good faith; and

socondly, becamse s very slrong reason indeed would be
required to impel any Spanish government to excite the jnst
resentmentof provinees which had already shown such strength
and powers of resistanpe. Nor would any administration,
responaible, as the Bpanish Government would now be, to
public opinion and a popular assembly, wantonly and unjustly
bring upon themselves another insurrection in the provinces
north of the Ebro, by breauking engagements deliberately
entered into through the intervention of another power.,
There ean ba uo denbt that these views of the British
l-?!'ﬂ"i'erumnnt, although extracted by so inadequale s provoca-
tllltfn as the Munagorri episode, gradually edueated the minds
of both Christino and Carlist to a compromise, such as was
l.gre_ed upon at Bﬂtgﬂm. For this a certain smount of

Rratitude is due to the uneonscious instrnments, who thought

themselyey diplomalists. That they worked hard aceording
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to their lights is indisputable; that
volnmes of gossip, and imagined them reliable s
only proves their simple and eonfiding natnres, Gf' |
of the information thus obtained the following sentances
enable the reader to judge. At the very time when per
inquiry at Bayonne compelled the ehiof English Commi
to protest againet the inability of Munagorri to E:mta
dence, Colonel Colquhoun was communieating with tn
to Lord John Hay that the new leader was parfeetly &

and in his qualifications extremely well fitted for the ¢
part of the project; und that the relations of the
under him were those of entire confidence and great re
And of a man who never eollected more than 1500
and these of doubtfn]l quality, the same astute diplomatist
prophesied that there would be but few found nmong the
Busques capable either of treason or of opposition to thi
camse which Munagorri had procluimed ; and ‘ihﬂr h
anthorities of Bayonne were exceedingly well d
zealous, and harmonions in all their dealings with -‘ﬁhﬂ
of the movement. Not for three months did thﬂj'a

ﬁc’wbﬂrﬂ the impression that * the conduet of the French .-u.* Y

1834,

Paunplina,
ow, 12,
1838,

.. operating with his intentions provided that he was

“ gontinues all that is favonrable.” 8

Much of the energy of the two enthusiasts was dovoted
to studying and reporting on the advantages of Val Carlos
a8 o eentre for Munagorri's force, Not having the fain
coneeption of the seorn with which the whole mabter w
regarded both by Espartero and the Spanish Government, &
surprise of Lord John Huy must have been great when he
was informed by the Vieeroy of Navarre that he had receiw d |
orders from hoth these sonrees thal he was not to “allow the
“troopa under the standard of Pence and the Fueres, and
* commanded by Munagorr to occupy or pass throngh ang
“ of the fortified points garrisoned by Her Majesty's troops.
The shock to Lord John was broken by the valuable assu-
rance that the Vieervy would have great pleasnre in ﬂﬂf

required to depart from the orders he had reecived. Hﬂ: :
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A

{
gratified the gallant sailor by asking Lim ab the same fime

* fo communicate as far a3 he conld the intentions and move-

 ments of the Fuerist leader.

The next point, therefore, for the diplomatists to arrangs

was to get the Fuerists into Bpain without oceupying the

forbidden ground, and without danger from the Carlists. A

gartain villagre called Ban Mareial oecurred to them as in

gvery way uunchjectionable; but again Lhag.r were baffled.

With great indignation Lord John wrote o his coadjutor : Dee. 2.

“There can be no doubt of General O'Donnell’s bad feeling TR

“towards Munagorri’s eause. 1 the hermitage of BSan

* Marcinl had been a necessary point for the Queen’s troops

“to ocenpy, how is it they only found it out on the night

“of Friday? I have gome reason to compluin, but that will

*of conrse go through the proper channel.”

After all the preeantions taken by the gallant commodore
to protect from the Clarliste thiz valnable addition to the
[ueen’s conge, it was depressing to find that its chief
opponent was the Queen’s general. His resentment grew
duily, and he was furious with the want of consideration
shown to his labours. He attributed it, of course, to
Jealousy, and “of that”™ he wrote, “we have had quite Dec. 5,
“unough alrendy.” Again, let Janregni fight the batile with o
“the Qnaesn's authorities, and have as little to do with them
*yomrself as possible,”

s indignation made him somewhat sweeping in his
terms, and on the principle of “ Er uno disce ommes,” he Dec. 15,
wrote on & subsequent ocension: “The General-in-chief is 1%
“determined to oppose the Fuerists, and it matters little
: who his ngents may be. All Spanish generals are alike,
“H:llﬁl their chief is like the dog in the manger; he eannot

finigh the war himself, and will not allow anyone else to
“Attempt it.” From seolding he passed quickly to threats,

imi wr::itt‘-, “I trust Sir George Villiers will be firm with the

5 rﬂplﬁ.nmh Government respecting the canse; he onght to

4 Msist on iheir supporting it at the price of losing British

5 “O-operation.  The threat would be sufficient for them pu. 1a,
nnless they ure traitors lo their Queen.” Again, “The newy 1098
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"Hﬂ?ﬂrﬂmant eunnot possibly afn.nﬂ with the exceplion
““the President; they are a mero sot of ereatures of th
“ tator (Esparterc). Tt is high time England shonld reqn
“ to kmow whom we are in allianee with, Beyond all doub
* the power of the Queen-regent is set aside by those genera
“who prefer handling a quill to the sword.” o
Toor Lord John | with all his blundering and his pom;
ways, he was loyal to authority where it was evident,
gaw that he was at cross-purposcs with the Christine
rals, and althongh he would not admit that he had er
hiz estimate of the Munagorri movement, he endeavou
nentralise the effect of the hasty eo-operation he had
to the Fueriata. His orders, with this view, were izsned
minute guny, and showed a confidence in the self-demial o
English soldiers and sailors which happily was not Fﬂﬁ ﬁ'
test, Iis views of nentrality were, to say the least, quaint. In
spite of trentment which made him exclnim that  O’Donnel
““ ig determined to annoy Munagorri as much as possible o
“ I eannot. be a party to such trestment,” he yet issned
following orders to Colonel Colquhoun : * Should the Car.
“ attack, you must take care to keep your men in sees
“ It will never do for our men Lo be driven ameross
“ frontier, . . . I do not wish our men fo do more
“ gnperintend the work, and you muel be exceedy
“ pyntions how you assist in the construetion of a bri
“ Not o man of ours can be allowed to put a foot on Tren: -
“ ground. They are ecivil, I know, but there is & ress
“ for it, which I am well aware l}f. ERVIIAE, .7 mntani
“ works are secure, our people must retuxn to EnnE-B =
“ finn.,”  And ngain, “ You of eourse will be on the look=
“ vut, and keep our men away shounld there be an appests we
“of an attack. . . . I am snxions that onr men should
“ return before the new captain-general arrives, that we
“ may start fair, and acccm:ling to the nature of the smppork
“ he is mﬂtmﬂbad to give the Fueriata.”
With a last wail, 1 much fear the very disturbed state of
“ affairs will prevent anything being done to smpport the P
“ ¥uerists,” the commodore appears to admit that his grand



a : ]um,m]f to ehewing on 'the qna.rtﬂr-&euk the bitter cud
_ﬂ&_ﬁ:ﬂt ﬂlplnmntm failure. It was not so. Confident in
 hig own wisdom and in the folly of hie rivals, the gallant
* gailor bided hig time. TLike a honnd that has been fleshed,
2 ’hmniﬂ be all the kecner on the next trail. And his time
_ whl not be long in coming; in a fow months he would
~ again be doing as much fo mar a complicated piece of
mcy a8 6 man full of honesty and self-esteem, nnd at

the game time deveid of tact, is EI!.I.I-H.]JIEI of doing.
As has already been gnid, such a man’s capacity for mischiof
h-timaﬂt- incalenlable.
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CHAPTER XVIIL

Trmu Growrn or Esparreno, _
. .
TH_E marked asgertion of his own pesition, and the --;__::'
erowth of a distinet individuality in his eonduct of opexe

tions which characterised Espartero in the interval
the flight of Don Carlos from before Madrid and the cap
Peiin-cerrnda by the Christinos, cannot be thoronghly us
stood withemt realising somewhat of those affairs in the
metropolis which provoked such assertion and educated uch
individuality. # =
The communications sent from Madrid by the Eny :""i
minigter, Sir George Villiers,* to the English Commissi
with the Queen’s armies, and the uppeals through ﬂlﬂ
channel made by him to Espartero, reveal s political &
which justified the very strongest reprobation. B
The Government, known as the Ofaha Hn‘r&mma:th,
mueh divided, and contained men of very different if m
indeod opposing views; but they seemed at ome in th dir
desire to deceive EH-PH.I"]H].'CI ng to the true etate of ainirs,
and in neglecting the needful snpplies for his army. ”"1—.'Tf
they were holding ont hopes to him of French and Eng
eo-operation in the field, Bir George Villiers, tﬂﬂhng
Espartero would rather know the truth than be m:uiﬂ'
illusion, was compelled to convey to him the unwe
intelligenee that Franes wounld certainly not intervene in !ﬁf
way, that Englands uttention was sow fully cccupied with
her own troubles in Canndn, and that the state of parties ﬁ

4

= Alberwards Lond Clarendon.
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the English House of Commons rendered it impossible for

the Government to propose either loans or guarantees, This
warning was received in a very gratilying manner, the
recipient having no desire to live in a fool’'s paradise ; nor
was its justice shuken by the subsequent intelligence that
TFrunee had consented to ullow a legion to be raised within

her bonundaries. This boon was, indeed, practically eancelled

by the conditions with which it was hampered, including,
among otherg, that no French soldier, and no individual
lialle to be faken ag a conseripl lor the French army, should

be enlisted into the proposed legion. Any superficial friend-
liness on the part of Franee which still existed seemed also

in & fair way to disappear if the conduct of the Government

in all matters connected with England did not speedily
change. The country which was the only real and disin-
terested ally of Bpain, and which was really anxious to put
down the Carlist rebellion, was in a fair way of being alie-
nated by the Ofulin Government. “If, then,” wrote Bir To Lieut.
Goorge Villiers, “England becomes lukewarm and disgusted, J['TEI:E-I.EQ*.:,
* France will beoome little less than hostile ; for it 18 the 1858,
* desire o keep on good terms with England that now

* alone restrains her.”

A sample of the partiality, half-heartedness, and anti-
English fecling which prevailed in the Ofalin cabinet, and
which almost distracted Espartero in hig eapacity of chief
military authority in the kingdom, ocenrred in eonnection
with the Christino general Flinter, whe wes both an
Englishman and energetic. The whole of the deputies of
Estremadura, who well knew his merits, applied that this
officer should be sent to their provinee. Al first the Govern-
ment refused, but ultimately yielding to preseure, they
despatehed him ae general to Toledo, & place which was the
sent of the principal Carlist Juntn in Bpain.

A state of siege having been deelared on the approach of
the Carlist leader Basilio Garcia, on & raiding expedition
fl!ﬂl!:t the north, General Flinter was enabled to tuke some
decisive steps. Tle arrested and tried by conrt-martial
severnl of the loeal Carlist leaders for having arms and
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soditions papers in large quantitics in their h{mﬂﬂ.
prisoners, who evidently had taken the aceurate mea
the Government, immediately sent agents to w
large sums of money to procure the removal of G
Flinter. The Government journals propared the wa
violent abuse of Flinter, as one who had maltreated
men, and who was an Englishman—the latter being a se
erime in the eyes of the Moderados who were then ‘h:t. e
Orders were then issued for his removal ; and ander m
pression that these orders had been ubﬂjud a body of C
under Jara, appronched Toledo, and had actually ob
possession of the bridge. Flinter was, however, still
although with a foree of only some 300 men, and he sallied
forth and defeated the enemy. In pursuing them
strengthened by some reinforcements which joined )
over & couniry with which he was well unqﬁmntd,-
where he wag able to march all night—he came upi
larger body of Carlists, and, taking them complstely by
prise, defeated them. A more brilliant act had not
performed away from the northern provinees during
war; and at a fime when grades and decorations were
ferred for every skirmish with a mischievous Pmrlxgah
might have been expected that some special resog
wonld have followed. Tustend of this, the Mﬂ&
conld hardly eoncesl their mortification at the vietory;
Government only gave Flinter ihe #hird class uf
Fernando ; and their journals, in alluding to (he actic
skilfully a.vmdad even mentioning the name of Flmhﬁt
connection with them. It was evident that whoever
English, or whoever took acfive mepsnres against the
Carlists, eould not hope for favonr with this half-hearted
Grovernment. .
The continued energy of General Flinter had mcrﬂﬂlﬁ i
the demoralisation of the Carlists aICng the monntains of i
Toledo, had set {ree an important provines, and had mm:,_
the enemy of a base of operations which had been a '
for the approaching season on n sealo of somao m&gﬂimﬂh—
Yet the only rewnrd practieally received by Genernl Flinber
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was in “ the form of disappointment and feelings bordering sir 6.
ey { on the part of the Government.” * i i
on regre P
 With the same irritating jealousy of successful generals,
 which hannted the Madrid Government to such an extent as
" to lead them to the eommission of foolish if not unpatriotic
~ gets, they endeavoured to sow dissension between Espartero
nod Cordova, the latter of whom had now retnrned fo Madrid,
and was a probable suscessor of the incompetent minister of
wir. As this was one of the sirongest provoecatives to the
gubsequent independent and resentful aclion taken by
Eapartero, it is only just to him that the eircumstances
ghonld be related by an impartial and competent observer.
“T have the most nrdent desire,” wrote Bir George Villiers, To Lieul.
% to gee the trinmph of the Queen's canse, and it is painful H;n}g,
* to #ee men who conld contribute nsefully to that great and 193
¥ European event kept asunder by the intrigues of others,
“ who, nnder the mask of patriotiem, seek only their own
* private ends. . . . Since Cordova’s return to Madrid his
* eonduet has been discreet, friendly to Espartero, and far
*from ambitious, He disbelieves those who say that
“ Espartero spenks digparagingly of him; and he says that
* a8 8000 as he enters the Cortes, Espartoro shall have in him
“ & strenuons advocate, as one who knows the insuperabls
* difficulties of the war in the northern provinces. . . . 1 do
“ therafore think that it iz infinitely to be regretted that
“thiess two genernls shonld not be united. . . . The war
“ean only be concluded and the country restored to order
“ by the perfect harmony of the Queen’s generals; and T
“ believe that Cordova in the Cortes (or perhaps eventnally
* 88 forming part of the Government), and Espartero at the
‘: bead of the military forecs of Spain, would offer better
" prospects of suceess than any that have hitherto presented
* themselyes,” 4

T I T T il
5 e 4

* Public opinion, which is often mome fnr-sighted, az well ag stronger
Lh[_u: Governments, pronsunced nltimately so strongly in favour of General
Flinter, that he was made o Mariseal de Compo, ond placed in charge of
bhe provinees of T Mancha and Toledo,




Ta Lient,

Lynn,
March 6,
1848,

Annunl

]hl:pxil.-:l:'r

18R,

102 T&E English in S‘ﬂafu.

Of the mmiuct of the minister of war, in
orders especially eoncerned ]'_'.ﬂpartam, Bir ﬂac-rga
« T4 is far from my mind to believe in trenson, and
“ that sueh an aceusation shonld not be lightly Iﬂi@ _
¢ if there is not foul play, the orders of the minister of wi
¢ would disgrace u child of ten years old.” TReturning,
later date, to the attempt to sow dissension between Faparter
and Cordova, who had now entered the Cortes, he wrote:
« With public men, I felt that it was o public misfortuna fhe
“ they were disunited, It is all very well for ﬂm
“ ayogados, and ministers to be quarrelling abont p Lees AL
“ prineiples. These are matters quite beyond thﬂ
“ military gqnestion upon which the throne of the Queen o
“ Spuin depends; and it is therefore a wost Inments talle
¢ fopture in this unfortunate canse to see disunion a;
“ the few capable chiels.” :

In addition to the disleyalty of the Government #.t'
servants, than which nothing can be conceived more
temptible, it must be borne in mind that Fspartero b
hear and read of diseussions in the Cortes, * under
“ administration whiull from the beginning wore no P O
“ of permanency,” which sapped his anthority, gquestioned
his talents, seouted his policy, and suspacta:l his ink
Snch criticism from incompetent judges is sorely qumg 0 1
man who is conseious of no voluntary ground of complaints
and such erticism wag poured forth wad nouseem ml
beginning of 1838 by such men as Caballero and De Toren 116
Tt was the less palatable because, while the frofhy eriti
were monthing their sentences al Madrid, the gm]m'aL
only u fow weeks before had saved the metropolis,
u!::tmmng snecesses against the enemy, such ae those to b
allnded to hereafter us ocourring on the 30th and 31st Jun 1T '-
1888, which should have called forth the gratitnde of e
loyal Chrigtino,

A gense of seli-respect, a repugnanee to the interes
vapouring of men who did not hesitate fo pssassinate I¢ :
tations for their selfish ends, a confident assurance BUES
auccess in the field wus impossible while the (Government WS-
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aded and insincere, at last provoked Espartero to a etep
h would be gerions in a soldier at any time, but especially
“gmave and liable to miseonception during the agony of civil
‘war, He issoed a proclamation to his army, which wag March 2,
=m§ﬂy an appeal to the nation, in which he detailed the '®*%
hardships to which his troops had been wantonly exposed
ﬁ;msh the remissness of the Government, notwithetanding
ﬁu.‘-iniqeamnt protests and petitions. e revealed the sham
iﬁiam under which operations were earried on, and which
~ware yeb expected fo suceeed ; and with all the energy in his
power washed his hands of such an administrative seandal,
This address produced an extraordinary sensation in Madrid. Sir G.
The public had up to this moment had no conceplion of the [
state of distress in which the army had been left, or of the Lyoa,
differences existing betwean Espartero and the government, jooe’ "
It was of no use to attempt an unblughing and nntruthfal
reply in the official gazette. The general’s proclamation was
implicitly believed ; his reputation was alrendy such ns to
place him beyond danger of supersession, and the only
teRonree left to the Government wag to make him their tool.
Tiis a tribute of the highest order fo Espartero that there
s no attempt made to buy his adherence, either by the
coaree brbe of money or place, or by the more tempting
bribe of flattery, His blunt, honest, and impetuons nature
was well known; but it was theught possible to win him
through his friends or his followers. The first step to be
faken was to ensure tho presence on Kspartero's staff of some
treatares of the Government. This was attempted first by
Playing on the fears of the general, by acensing him of dis-
loyalty to the constitution, in the hope that he would hurry
o Prove the reverse by accepting any staff-oflicer of whose
politics the Government might approve. * Various intriguers,” sir o,
Wrote Bir Georgo Villiers, *are making & very seandalous '7*%
:: 88 of Espartero's name at this moment, representing him 3 ok
i B be adverse to the constitutional system, and leagued with jepe
3 some of the most fnrious of the Moderados, for the purpose
5 of elosing the Corbes and putting down Lhe liberty of the

Press. I meroly mention these reports beeause I think il

L




“ what is going on, however much his patriotism may in
“ him to despise the intriguers and intrigues. Tn the
“ of an exhansting eivil war, when party passion runs wil
““ things apparently insignificant may be of consequer
The most depressing considerntion for all admi
constitutional government, in the sense in which
sought at thie time in Spain, and in which it 15 enjoyed
present in England, her Colonies, and her f!:ll—gl'r.riin";:[,q1 ‘_."'.'
the United States of America, lics in the fact that £h
heat of party political warfare induces, and even attempts &
jnstify, personal attacks on opponents which in any ‘othe
matter save polities would be considered despieable g
unwise. Not mercly journals bidding for a eirenlati
glriving to ereate and pamper a discased political aj
but even individuals who are honourable in the o
walks of life feel no degradation in striving to obtain
for their party by following a road paved with unin
sinuations, and with still more nufair conformding of he
opponents’ views with those of older date which haye bee
found inadequate snd have been omtgrown. The jo wrnals
are indecd the ringleaders, and, like nll mercenary &
are the most unsernpnlous, and the most regardless of
rules of honourable warfure ; but even they wonld mo
their tone did the publie taste refuse their unnatRE
bitters, and demand the cleaner nourishment of truth on
impartiality. It may seem Quixotic to dream of a day Whel
political opponents—even althongh innocent of the sugg ,r
Falsi—will also desist from the suppressio veri; bub 161
surely ressonable to hope that ere long the edneated peoplé
of Tngland will dictate to the political press the views G
hold to be right, instead of accepting as gospel the opi
of mereenary writers, written it may be under the ez igt
of & partisan proprietor. Highly honourable to England &
i# the press which keeps daily before her people the history

iy
L
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of the world, impartial ag are its views on most

marvellons as are the means it adopts for making ="
lands hourly tell their throbbing tale, and remarkable a# &
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| ‘energy and the vision before which no fact can remain
—iﬁg unknown, yof it cannot be eoncenled that to a great
~ extent in England, end fo & positively painful degree in the
 (Colonies and in the United States, the press in political
mutters is sometimes unconseiongly but often wilfully nnfair.
Tt was thie nnfairness at Madrid that provoked Espartero to
throw down the gauntlet: his reputation and power enabled
‘him to win in the combat : but there are many innoeent men
‘without the advantages of Espartero, although with equal
: tion, who would deserve to win and yet dare not
- tilt af the giant. Ts, however, the courage of a giant greal
‘which 13 only displayed in the belief that his antagonist
eannob be conxed into an unequal struggle? s any side in
- pohifics truly respectable which can afford to be defended by
sach weapons as violent abuse or trencherons sneer? Were
ih 0ot for the firm bolief that the day will surely come when
tight will congner wrong and wisdom defent folly, 4 man
might well Lesitato ere he entered lists where his worst
&neios are impalpable and his most severs wounds are dealt
i the dark !
The threat failed with Espartero; he did not play into
their hands by justifying himself in the way the Government
hoped. The next step, therefore, was to izolate him from
‘hh?ﬁe in whom ho trusted. C(eneral Van Halon was his
chiof of the stafl. It was suddenly annonnced semi-olficially
that he was to be removed toan inactive command. In vain s
*11*1_ the Dritish Minister plend for him as strongly as his :Tlr]i‘.ﬂ
postlion wonld allow; in vain did he remind the Government Lyon,
ol the gallant way in which Van Ialen had behaved during {"Eﬂl =
£ previous year near Pamplona, and at Huesca and Bar-
bastro, The Moderados replied that he was a Revolutionist, s
that he moved Espartero to be hostile to the Government, oy
and that if replaced by & man more devoted to them the
general-in-chiof would soom come round to their way of
Ag. The result had better be given in the words of
Elu chief English Gﬂmmiﬂuinnar, Colonel Wylde: * Espartero Logrote,
. U5 beon for some time past on bad terms with the present Jsey™ ™
Ministors, whiel, he attributes to the intrignes of the

o 2
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“ Ministers of Finance and Justice, in eonsequence
“ he has tendered his resignation to the Queen on
“of his health. This was replied to by her I
“ yequesting him to continue his eommand, and to
“ her of his real motives for wishing to resign at the
“moment. Ile then frankly avowed the canse to
“ want of smpport he had met from the present Mi
“ seeompanied by such alights and aflronts as eonvine
“ that he did not possess their confidence, without w
“ ecould not earry on the service with any advant
“ her Mujesty’s cnnse. These cirenmstances were tol
“ yesterday by Espartero himself. . . He staled th
“ gome months since, the chief of his staff, General ¥
“ Halen, had been displaced without consulfing him and wi
“ eanse; and although on remonstrance he was allo
“ retuin him, the permission was so conched that tha

“ eould not but resign as soon as possible after the ope
¢ then commenced had been eonsummated. And this offie
“ was most valnable and irreplaceable. . . After mentionin
“ many other canses of irritation, he said he was of Lo pi f by,
“ and had never entered into any intrigues against mir
“ althongh he was accused of having done o in conjun
“ with P'izarro, a man to whom he had never written
“ gince he l’eft. office. I know most of these facts |
“ gtrictly t-rua, although certain to be miarepresentsd by Madrud
“ mantalers.” .'-

Buch are gpecimens of the surroundings and pr{:'ﬂ'ﬂﬂa 1
which drove Fspartero to assert an individuality wh i
became daily more marked and self-reliant, Like Cromw J
he saw thé time had come to overrnle an offete and eorrup
form of parliamentary government ; like Cromwell he went:
on to assert the salvation of his country with the fm
character which grew with the freedom from petty wo
and mizsernble intrigues. His divoree from Madrid
him freedom and atreng!.h and it will be seen in a 1!
chapter that the wretehed Government whieh Euugil‘i n
jealousy to emaseunlate the movements of their gene-ml&
a vietim to the burst of indignation which followed &
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~ collapse in the east of Spain of one of those very military
undertakings which they had considered as secondary to
their own sellish ends, their own political dreams. Tf, in
‘the midst of indignation, the student of this period of
Spanizh history has room for any softer feeling, he cannot
‘bul pity the nnfortunate Queen Downger, who, sltanding
guard over her child, had for the sake of that child and of
Bpain to tolerate eharlafuns and knnves as her advisers, to
reason with fools according to their folly, to soothe such
men a8 Espartero and Flinter with all the tact in her power
#0 ad bosuve them to Spain, and to utter in publie in the name
‘of her ministers boastings which were alien to her nature,
and asgurances to which her own heart did not respond.

The military movements of Espartero during this period
may be bricfly narrated.

The first break during an inactive winter—not inactive
in the senee of organisation, but merely in that of field

operations—ocenrred in the end of January, 1838, Espartero tiostenant

arrived from Logroiio at Villa Nueva de Menn on the 28th, g
and found the enemy strongly posted and intrenched on the 1838
right bank of the river Cadagua. On the morning of the
40th he attacked them in three colnmns under a heavy fire,
and by 1080 a.m. sueceeded in ocenpying the villages of
Mereadillo, Covides, Uvillas, and Cileza, the enemy retreat-
mg to a still stronger position af Mediancs and Santa Crnsz,
Thence, however, they were driven before noon, und by
one o'clock were in disorderly retreat fowards Arcinicja; but
owing to the diffienlt conntry, no pursuit was carried on on
thut dny. The strength of the Carlists on this oceasion
smounted to 14 battalions and 2 guns, under Guergue,
assistod by Bopelunn, Sanz, and the Marquis de Boveda (who
was killed),

On the morning of the 31st, Hapartero, who had eneamped
for the night at Artieta and Birgol, marched with General
Latré's division (8 battalions) to Berron, Iriarte going to
the right with 4 battalions, and Buerens remaining with the
gnard af Birgol. At Berron, which is on the high road,
half 4 lengue from Dalmaseda, the enemy was strongly
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mtrﬁucheﬂ hut retired on the approach of Eﬂpnrmru
fortified cunvent and line of Santa lsabel, where i]u;;
support of two Biscayan regiments under Castor, und
they formed themselves on the heights beyond and ab
heavy maeses, having been reinforced during the nigh
least four additional baltalions of Navarrese. As scom
the firing of Iriarte’s column against the Carlist laﬁ_
meneed, Espartero attacked the position of Banta
in spite of heavy fire carried it with a rush, and ad
against the heights on which was stationed thu chlaf

the enemy. Here an ohstinate resistance was made ; bub
before dark the Carlists had been dislodged at the poink¢
the bayonet, and were in full retreat in the mountain
The Christinos halted near Campijo on the confines
Bigeay ; and then remmined near Berron in the Valle dé
Mena, to protect the evaenation of Balmaseda, which it hut
been congidered impracticable to support af sneh o dis ..-_:f
from resources, The supply of provisions could mllr
kept up by means of large escorts at considerable loss of
life ; 80 1t wag docided after eareful consideration fo hlu‘#
the fort and withdraw the garrison, streygthening, how
the fort of Villa Nueva de Menas, which now haﬂ&nm ,
most advanced post of the Christinos in the Valle de M
and which was left in charge of General Latré, wh w
Espartero returned to Villareayo and Logrono. Of the
wetions of the 30th and 31st January, in which the Caz
lost at loast 1000 killed and wounded, and the Chris
only 300, Bir George Villiers wrote that he feared {
good ellects wonld be nentralised by the avnuua.hr.m b
Balmaseds, and by permitting the enemy fo enter the Vi 1'
de Menn ; that he much dreaded that it would render ﬁ :
prut.eutmn of Bilbao and Portugalete more diffienlt;
that it must cerfuinly do harm in a political point ﬂf“f
by allowing the enemy to overrun a distriet which had be
faithfnl to the Queen. Even admitting the grounds for S
George’s fears, there can be no doubt that Espartero uﬂﬂ}'i d
the less of two evils; and the gloom which evidently ﬂlﬂﬂ .1.1,
the Brilish minister’s mind was due in part to the disasbe

a1l
"'
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4o the Queen’s canse which at this time were ocenrring in
other parts of Spain. DMorells and Benicarlo had just fallen
into Cabrera’s hands ; and Oras, who was pitted against him,
wag shricking lor reinforcements. Dasilio Gareia, who in
emulation of Gomez hnd erossed the Ebro and entered
Custile in search of plunder, had been foolishly permitted to
wnite with other Carlists chiefs suech as Jara, Palillo, and
Tallada, and wna at this fime in complete possession of
La Mancha, and of the province—exeept the town-—of
Toledo. No wonder that gloom ghounld oceupy the mind
of the anxions minister, goon, however, to be dispelled by
the doings of Flinter in the south, and of Espartero in
the north.

Tsparterc’s next movements of any consequence were in
eonnection with a Carlist expedition under Negri, which had
been despatched with the intention, it was gaid, of laying
wasto the hitherto numolested provinees of Gulicin and the
Asturias. It was belioved that such of the northern powers
a8 were disposed to favonr Don Carlos had insisted on his
waking some early demonstration, as u condition of any
Lelp to be rendered by them ; it was therefore all the more
necessary that any such expedition shonld be promptly
beaten. Tt was hoped that in that case not merely would
foroign remiltanees coase, but thut no other similar expedi-

* waste Galicia and the Asturias, neither guinfa nor eontri-
* bulions wonld be possible any longer in provinees which
“ were the richest and best digposed of Bpain.”

Espartero’s movements read somewhat erratic, on account
of the activity and change of route adopted by the pursued,
atd ﬂ‘wiug to tho want of aceurate information, coupled with
fﬂ].ﬂﬁ Illl].I'lI!S, which geemed characteristie of all Chrigtine

bundred eavalry. Espartero had a force under his immediate

fion wonld be likely to leave the Provinees. It was also sicq.
desirable for another ressom that this first altempt ghould e
be crushed : becanse if the Carlists were © permitted to lay 1852

armies, Tt appeared on good suthority that Negri’s force tietens
at first consisted of twelve ballalions and three or four L™

commund for ihe pursuit, eonsisting of 9 baltalions, 14 09
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guns, but as yet no eavalry. General Latré, who wag |

lions. Both these columne were subsequently reinforead
s greatl extent.
Lieutenant  The expedition under Negri passed into Castila on t
17, 15th March by Soncillo; but on the 24th Murch, ii'_ i
ﬁ;ﬂ;{h M, sscertained that they had gone by Beynosa, Agmilas
Campo, and Arvera, and thence into the Aatnma.
came up with them on the 21st, and had an engageme Et
which he had the advantage. Espartero—as soon | L
heard of the exact route taken by Negri—marched on '-‘-
to prevent their entering Galicin or attempting to
with Don Basilio, who was doing much at this time ‘h:i e
Lieutenant the conntry unsettled, As a specimen of the deters
}fﬁf-,';',,, nature of the Christino movemenis under u good lead

March 30, may be mentioned that on this oeeasion Fspartero's

- marched 200 miles in nine days; and a short time aftorwards
he marched 92 leagues in fourteen smeccessive days. Asd
specimen of how indifferently the same sort of duty
performed by less encrgetie Christino generals, it may bé
mentioned that while Negri with his troops wad qu

:Erl.r] ]E'r living in Segovia, raising recruifs and exacting contribu

illiers,

Malra,  Iriarte, with a division eapable of destroying two such hodies
ﬁ;;é{ 1% a8 Negri's, was ab Aleobendus, scemingly with no uthur

tention than that of avoiding the enemy. '

Hud the Carlists under Negri continued in the Asturi }

nfter the deleat by Latréd, they would have found grest
difienlty in escuping from the united setion of that gencral

and Ispartero, as the mountaing, in which they always had

the advantage of the Christinos, wers at this time co

with snow. Bul on hearing of Hspartero's muv&mﬁn’ﬁ

Leon, they countermarched, and were heard of on the 276

March at Belorado, with Latrd's division—now nnder Triarte

—u day's mareh in rear.  Espartero had also returned b

foreed marches to Palencia ; and he now reckoned on findin ‘*

himgell after two or three short marches in the {ront of th ]

Enemy, wilh Iriarte only a shorl distanee in the rear. “F
hemmed in, Negri conld not bave cseaped destruetion, The

-
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.~ fates were, howevor, unpropitions. Oun the night of the Lisutenant
: ﬁﬂf.]:l March, an express reached Espartero from (General l,,'ﬂﬂ.;dm
Ribaro, stating that he was marching with all haste towards iLﬂ]H g,
Yillareayo, snother Carlist expedition having passed into
Oastile, This—like much of the Christino information—

turned ont to be untrue ; but it was believed at the time;

aud ag Bibero's march would leave the Rioja without a single
battalion, Fapartero was obliged to march in that direction,

leaving the pursmit of Negrn to Iriarte. When Ribero’s
information was ascertained to be at least premature, Fspar-

tero marched to Miranda, leaving Ribero and DBuerens

between Ona and Villarcayo, with 11 battalions and 400

horse, to dispute the passage of any such expedition as was
rmonted fo be on the eve of advancing. On the afternoon Licutennnt
of the 16th April, news reached Miranda that Triarte had ]';ﬁ;“
defoated Negri between Sahagnn and DBenavente, and that Apri 1’9,
the latter had abrnptly conntermarched. Esparlero at onee i
comeluded that the Carlists would again make for the Sierra

de Burgos, and decided on anticipating them. On the 26th

April he was at Burgos, when he learnt that the enemy, us

be expected, had reached the neighbourhood of Aguilar del

Campo; and, marching immediately in that direction, he

came within sight of their camp-fires near the villuge of
Robledo, ahout 1 wm. on the 27th. What followed was
eminently charuoteristic of Espartero. The enemy, hearing Lieutennt
of the pursuit, pressed on as quickly as possible, and were 17™%
Lot overtaken until reaching the village of Fresno. This Apil 2;?’
pluma wag g0 near the Bierra, and Tspartero was so afraid of Ap

the Carlists making their escape into it, that he inpetuously

lifcidnﬂ on an aet of great gallantry but rashness. He, with

l‘u_ﬂ. eacort, and a handful of eavalry,* besides the officers of

hiz own etaff, had outmarched the main body; but fearing

o wait lest the opportuuity ehonld be lost, he placed himgelf

8% the Lead of this swall body, and charging down upon the

Cnrlists, who were ull in doubt and eonfusion and ignorant

of what force he might have in support, he had the satis-

* 40 cavalry of the guand, and 25 English lancers,
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fuction of seeinyg 2000 wen surrender to him literally with
regigtance, Of this number, 232 oflicere and 1353 ¥
taken on the field, 100 woro subsequently brought in
the remainder were secured at Durgos.

Buch daring acls endeared Espartero to his men, '.bl!i ﬁ
statesmen who Jknew his value to Spaio tremble with snxi .
In & letter to Lieuténant Lynn on this subject, Bir G
Yilliers said: “ 1 now hasten to request that you will ¢
“ to Count Luchana (Espartero) my warmest and most s

“ pongratulations on the important vietory which
“ gained, and which—1like all those that have Prﬁmﬁﬂ
“ iz due to his own persoual bravery, and to the extraordi
H talant Le pOssCasos of discerning the precise mumant

“ u deeisive blow is to be struck, If any drawbaek e:
“ ig in the reflection of the tremendouns dauger to wh&h
“ gxposes himself, for although fortune has hitherto fave roi
“ him in, this respect beyond all calenlation, it mush :II._ h:
“ yeckoned upon too muel, and he really should rﬂmm_:i
“ that he is—what few men can boast of being—indispensutie
“ to his conntry, and that his hife should nol be ﬂyuﬁﬁf
“ the sameo hazards as the lowest soldier in his amr. A
¥ reall}r tremble to think of the consequences that

‘ gnsue from any digagter befalling him ; ; and 1 nannu%
“ think that the magioc influence he exercizes over his i
¢ would be the snme, if they knew he was witnessing thei

¢« gonduct at the distance usuvally maintained by all com=
“ manders-in-chief, as if he exposed himself to Eﬂﬁh 1-
* nent peril.”

The destruetion of the expedition of Negri was complete.
Tn sddition to those who had fallen in battle, or been bakei
prigoner, no fewer than 2000 had deserted dnring the p -. ;
suit of Iriarte, or had, after cupture, consented to join 5
Queen's service, These were now at Haro with Lrinries
division, being trained and armed. The effect of the collups
was depressing at the Conrt of Don Carlos. In spite of the
annoyanee caused o the Queen’s troops by such expeditions
thoy had not, on the whele, been lueralive to the Carlis
causo. *There had been,” writes Bolluert, © the expedition
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- #Hof Gpme.e:, Zarigtegni, Garein, Moreno, and’ others, which
- #gystem had been condemned by Zumalacarregny, and had
#already cost the Carliste 22 battalions, 500 officers and
#2500 horse.” To this list was now added that of Negri,
at & time when the dissensions at the Court of Don Carlos,
nnd the increasing eoldness of formerly sympathetic Powers,
made disaster doubly to be dreaded,
After the defeat of Negri, Tepartero moved to Vittoria
and Logrono, Ile left a small foree in the Bierra, to operate
against the Carlist chief, Merino, who had collected a con-
siderable number of reernits ; Buerens assumed the command
of Iriarte’s division at Haro, the Iatter genernl having
shown himself very deficient in energy; and a brigade of
2000 men under General Mir had been detached from Leon's
divigion in the Ribera, by way of Zaragoza to Aragon, to
reinforce Oraa, who was now faced by the growing force
of Cabrora—a leader towards whom were gravitating the
remuants of the Carlist sxpeditions of Dasilio and Negri,
ind the cavalry of Merino. The state of Aragon and Siro.
Vulencia was now alarming. It was felt that at least two 1;:1..,]'-1??{;,
atrong divigions would be necessary to co-operate in order to 1858
have any chance of redueing the superiority of Cabrera.
There were also political reasons for reinforcing Oras. The
people of Zaragoza were becoming disaffected, and any
m‘fﬂlﬁﬂn there might spread far and wide. Espartero was
furte conseions of the danger, but would fain have eontinued
his own operations in the north to the end, leaving Oraa on
ﬂ{ﬂ defensive in the east, if it could have been done. It
Will ba soen that he was unable to gratify his wishes, and
that when on the point of giving perhaps the coup-de-giice
to the Carlist canse—as far as the Basque Provinees were
ﬂt}lnf:?rumi—ufht Tistelln, the eup of success was dashed from
his hIfE by the gross failure of Orna before Morvells.

1]3'5-‘-‘1“@ that time, however, he had in varions ways asserted
his Buperiority over the Carlist generals ; and of his sme-
vesses, the capture of Pefa-cerrada is most worthy of
mention, Thig place was a fortified town of Alava, on the
bigh road from Vittoria to Logrofio, and had been taken by
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the Carlists in Augnst, 1837, It had been subse
Lieotenant well garrisoned and strengthened, and althﬂﬁg'h' Fis
{Ij;“r:, took s considerable force against il—some 13,000 in :
i;ﬁ;lﬁs 600 horse and 16 guns—an obetinate defence was exp oot
and it was bhelieved that great efforts would be made & ﬁ h

enemy for its rehef. o

Leaving Logroiio on the 13th June, Espartero’s force arrive

om the morning of the 19th on the heights in frong of Pei

corrada, and was immediately attacked on the left by

Carlist battalions under Guergue. This attack cont
Lieutenaat in an intermittent form more or less during the day. During
rune fhe night, the Christinos placed some heavy guns in iablery
eerrdn,  peainst a stone redoubl, on a Lill to the north of, and com

i;;g,iﬂ’ manding, the town, which had been lately ;5:-.-5._
the Carlista, The distance was found, however, to be #
greal ; and, on the morning of the 20th, Kspartero, ol
ingr that his skirmishers had been allowed to ﬂppmkﬁlﬁ_
ditch nnobserved by the garrigon, in his usual i '=
way, decided at once on attempting to carry the fﬂrﬁ
escalade. The defemce was n gallunt one, and
ptones and other misziles wera hurled on the uttu.::hﬂg“
from the parapet, bul nuwmbers and enthuzinsm pre
The fort surrendered, as the besiegers swarmed over
parapet. A smmmons was now sent to the town, wiuﬁh
been abandoned by the inhabitante, and had only a garrisom
of 400 men, but the bearer was fired upon. Artillery was
therefore bronght to bear on the town on the day following,
and many of the honses were demolished, but no apps
breach made in the walls, The firing had lasled from 7a -::f.'-
until 2 p.m., and the losses sustained by the besiagers &
been mnmdara,hle ag they were exposed not mierely o 8 very
afluntive five Prov B garrison, but also to serions attuﬁkﬂ
the left of the position {rom Guergue’s fores, which had b
reinforeed during the day by four hﬂttulmus from Nave

Espartero, irritated by the delay and opposilion, at onees
decided on another charncteristic step. TLeaving half
force to continue the bombardment of the town, he formed
the rest in colnmn of batlalions, and with this force ant
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his eavalry attacked Gmergue, who was strongly infrenched
on & wooded height, and supported by four guns. As the
Olristinos entered the wood, they were exposed to n very
destractive fire from the Nayarrese battalions, but advanced
steadily without firing a shot. They were next exposed to
a more severs fire, both of round shot, grape, and musketry,
at & distanee of 300 yards, and lost many killed and
wounded. They were by this time on the same side of a small
ravine, between Guergne and the original Christino position,
a2 wag the enemy; and Espartero now hurled his cavalry
against the Carlist column which was opposed to him, which,
abandoning its artillery, broke and fled in all directions.
In half an hour upwards of 600 prisoners, besides the four
gung, Lad fallen into the hands of the Queen’s troops, and
many more wonld have heen taken had it not been for
the intriente and mountainoms country, which facilitated
their eseape. “The moral effect,” wrote the English Com-
misgioner, “ of this attack on the Carlist canse will be even
*“ greater than the physical. Tt has tnught the enemy that
“he can he beaten under cireumsiances where he has
“generally had the advantage, No troops could possibly
“have done better than those of Espartero. He exposed
“himself too mneh, but the effect it had on the iroops was
o EI‘TH.:}I'dinur}r,"

This epieode was soon realised in the town, and the garri-
8on made their escape to the woods in the rear, loaving
only their wounded behind them, The town was at once
ocenpiod by the Christinos, nnd orders issued for the repair
‘F‘f the works whore injured, and of the honses, after which
It was intended to send the army to Vittoria.®

* From a rotorn found among Licutenant Lyon's papers it would appear
that Espartero's force was considorably reinloreed doring its march hetween
tud Pefia-cerrada ; and that the actual force which he commanded
ou his arrival in front of the latter place comprised 17,000 infantry,
500 ‘I-'ﬁﬂ-""ﬂlf_'r, and 1 gung of various sorts, from 24-pra. to d-pre,
His loss during the time spent in capluring Pefiacerrada amuunted to
Rilled, i officers, 52 men, 16 horses,
Wonnded, 28 462
Uontused, 12 ., 144 —

»r

TT ap
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The head-quarters ultimately reached Togrofio, and eom
menced preparing for the siege of Estella, the Carlis
centre, and the seat at this time of the Court of the Pras
tender. While engaged in these preparations, :r.,r..===;.:,.'f“-
made gevernl nnsueeessful attempts to persuade Marod ) v
was now the Carlist commander-in-chief, to risk an engagmas

Col. Wylde, ment. One of these attempts led to the capture by #
joprl  Christino chief, with a force of 12 battalions, 500 cavalsy
1838, and a fow guns, of a village called Labrazs, mﬂim twa
leagues of Logrofio, which had been fortified by the Carlists,
with a view to securing the produets of the surrous din
harvest.
Col. Wylde, The arrangements for the siege of Tstella wara M'
H’,‘;ﬂ ;E;: extengive scale, comprising a force of 22,000 men 1;__:.___,
183 gung, 14 of which were heavy ziege guns. _EEFPG.I’IFEI{I' """:_
actually marched as far az Artajona, on his way to Eatell
when he received the news from the BEast which led fﬂ
abandonment of his designs. It will be necessary, ~
fore, for the reader to turn towards Arngon and Valen
and observe for a moment the movements of the army o
Oraa—the Christino Army of the Centro—whose fate 1
go interwoven with the Army of the North as to lead
ecommander of the latter to puspend his most cherished
operations. Happily, by this time, Oraa was sccompsnied
by three English Commissioners,” whose disinterested narn :.:
tive gives an admirable picture of the state of aﬂ'a
and as it has been seen that one of the first dutios of 1 1o
Commigsioner with the Army of the North was to humanise
the war, so it is plessant to find with the Army of ih
Centre that gimilar motives prompted the rf=preaanﬁnt.ﬂm
England, and that their attempts wero not unsmecessinl
Before touching on the operations in the field, it wﬂ] h!
interesting to sec the quiet and yet determined Wiy
which the English Commissioners with Oraa endan'rﬂllmﬂ
put un end to the eruel system which provailed of ms
and reprisul. They had in Cabrera a very ﬂlﬁ'ﬂrﬂﬂt ﬂlﬂ

* (ol Lacy, R.A., Lieut-Col, Alderson, RE, Lieut, Askwith, Ac
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: .-.ﬁ} combat from Don Carlos. Cabrern had brains, an iron
T" “will, n keen desire for yengeance, and a singular npnlunh
~ among those whom he led ; while Don Carlos has heen truly,
~ and mereilessly described, as follows, by a recent writer:
% Tach and all (of his E English mtam&tas.] gooner or lator Glbe,
“hecame disgusted with the incapacity of the man, who was {EE s
% thoroughly inefficient and impracticable, and with the
“horde of seedy adventurers which swarmed aronnd him.
Lt | B 18 only too evident that his incapacity prejudiced even
“{la good-natured and genial Palmerston. . . . After many

* yicisgitudes this Don Carlos died in misery and neglect, a
“gort of quasi-regal Bean Brummell.” Of this same Don
Carlos, at the very dale in the history of the war at which
the render has now armved, it was said by a writer from Ban Morning
Sebastian that the mass of the Basque people, the. troops ;HIT".;',;]‘
and their leaders, desired now fo shake him off and all his 158,
pretensions,  * They begin to see clearly that Bpain rejects
“him, and that it iz with their enfeebled resources and
“their blood, assisted by a trilling aid in money from abroad,
“he ia attempting the conqguest of the whole country.

From this weak prinee in the north, the reader turns to
the strong peasant in the east. Even while these sentences
were being penned, the soul of Cabrera passed ; and it may be
snid of the dead, as it was felt of him while living, that in
spite of his eruelty—and it was great and wanton—he was
e of those men who are born to command ; who have the
gening which devises grand actions, and the conrage which
exgentes them, and who have the rare power of awakening
the enthusinsm of their followers.

With such n man, with his prejudices and his erooked
obstinacy, Colonel Lu.qr had to deal in his philanthropie
efforts. All honour to him if he succeeded.
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CHAPTER XIX

Massacre anp Rupnissr.

OHE groat objeet of the British Government in
more commissioners to the Queen’s armics was
humanise the war, and to enforce the terma of the §
Convention. This convention had us yet been o dead lette
Catalonia, Aragon, and Valencia. On the arrival of #a
Lacy and his brother commissioners at the hE&ﬂ-q_ .
of the Army of the Centre, their firet humwane attemp
were towards putbing an end to the practice of massaeri
prisoners which prevailed. Their diffienlties were man
were by no means confined to those consequent on the b
thirsty character of Cabrers. To commence, they ha
the support of the so-called Government at Madrid,
did not earc to lock beyond its own selfish intercsts
“ Here,” wrote the British Minister from Madrid, * no
* thinks of his eountry, and still less of the common enen
“ party intrigues and the most pitifnl dissonsions vee
“ everybody’s attention ; and, both in and ont of the Corfes;
“ people are disputing for the fragment of power which i
“ left to a Government, but which, when they get it, U £
“are utterly ignorant of how fo turn fo secount. I e
“ natural eonsequenee of all this is that the most complete
“ confusion prevails ; nobody commands and neobody ebeys;
“and the neglect of the public service Las arrived af &
“ pitch that is really seandalons, . .. On the whula_,: z
“ean ouly compare the stute of things here to that whieh =
“ must have existed at the Tower of Babel, where no *‘W’ ¢
“ men understood each other, ln the meanwhile the most
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@Wﬁnﬁ theatre of war, Aragon, iz totally neglected
{ﬁw will remain g0, nnless a Minister of War capable of

o ing Lis duty drops down from the moon, for there

% iy g8 good a chance of his coming from thers as from any-

: Fﬁiﬁm else. T yesterday gaw the Queen-regent, and com-

*-mmﬁm.ta-ﬁ to her Majesty your opinions upon the state of

# Aragon, and the consequences which would ensue if the

# Avmy of the Centre bo not immediately reinforced. Bhe

“ most fully agreed ; but what ean she do, surrounded as she

“ s by ineapable and intriguing men 7

Another diffieulty which Colonel Lacy had to encounter

wag with the generals to whose staff he was attached.

Genernl Oraa was reservod, almost to taciturnity, and never

treated him as Espartero treated Colonel Wylde. This want

of cordinlity extended to the subordinates, one of whom, oo Lacy,

more candid than the others, confessed Le had orders not o {57 *»

give any information whatever, Lord William Hervey, who
had temporary eharge of the mission at Madrid at this time,
offered to undertake the delicate task of endeavonring to
dmiinish the reserve shown by Oran, but Colonel Liney
frankly replied :—* I have never mentioned Creneral Oraa’s mis,

“ reserve fowards me with a desire for any interference at E;_M:]ﬂ

“ Madrid, but solely with a view to exeuse my not giving 1895
“ mare enrly and more snbstantial information in regard to
:' “'h[d- if going on. Tt has been a gouree of bitter mortifi-

; eation to me, and it is n diffienlty that T muat bear with
:P"-hﬂl_lt‘rﬂ, a8 I eongider any attempt to remedy it wonld
mﬂ_l'ir incrense the embarrassment.”

With General Van Malen, after Oraa's disgrace, the diffi-
culty encountered by Colonel Lacy was of an active rather
than of a paesive nalure ; and it required all the consolation
4nd advice which even sueh men ns Tord William Hervey,

ET' ﬂf‘!“-’rﬂu and Mr. Sonthern conld send in suecession from

8 British Fabassy at Madrid, to make his diffienlt and
Elﬂh_mlﬂ duties endurable. General Van Halen did not
E\tate ko aeense Colonel Lacy of forgetting, in his humani-
l"'h:-?n' zoal for ]:ri_a{:nnrﬂ laken from the Carlists, that

HHstins were dying daily at the hands of snch men as
P
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ﬂa'h:mm Many were the discussions on this poi:d?
between Groneral Van Halem and Colonel :
hetween the same general and the British Mmm_- Thi
following letter from Bir George Villiers, following m 10
act of somewhat anticipatory raprlﬂa.l on the part of Ge ey
Van Halen, explaine the situation very elearly. “1
“ gertain that our government will entirely approve &
“ meagures taken by you to check, if possible, the hormi
“ affugion of blood which is now going on in .&ragmﬁ
“ Valenein, and 1 can only regret that your interver
“ hag not been attended with more guceess, 1 do mﬂ? 1l
“ {hat General Van Halen, even in the severest cons *""1'
“ tion of what he ht\hevea to ba his duty, was called
“ ty order the exeention of the prisoners taken in t]:bﬁ
“ at Cheste, maralj' npon the annonneement of E'-abm
“ he intended o give no quarter, It appears to me Ehat
t ghonld have waited to see whether the threat m
“ upon ; and there was some reason to hope that il W
“ not be so, na Cabrera has in his hands a vast numi '
“ prisoners whom he has not yet magsncred ; and, o 1
“ having proved unfavonrable to him in his late expediti
: rulght have seen grounds for pausing before Le comy
¢ w war of extermination from which he might ultlmn 1 :
“ the greatest sufferer. Cabrora is u ruffian, scling up DI _'
“ gwn responsibility, who sacknowledges no a,uthurl‘irf L
«« only follows the dictates of his lawless will ; while Generi
# Van Halen is a brave man, and, as is nsually the mﬁﬂ
“ hrave men, & humane one. ]Ia is the Creneral-in-chi r
“ the Quurn s Army in Aragon and Valewcis, aﬂﬂ
“ representative there of a rogular and constituted g
“ ment, He shonld, therefore, act with the ntmost mr ~=“:_
0 epection, and never, until the necessity of doing a0 he mosk
 elearly demonstrated, permit himself to follow the exa
¢ of his rebel opponent.  That such a necessity muy e
“ foar can admit of no question ; for, if the Queen’s SOl
« ware to be massacred by the enemy with ImP“ﬂﬂ?_f
“ aonld mever be brought into netion under such man
4 dispdvantage, and there would be an end of the diseipling o
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¢ fhe army ; butI do not think that the general should have
“d been the first to act upon the system of extermination
#which the Carlist chief annonnced it was his intention to
“gslablish ; for he has now made it in a manner obligatory
“on Cabrera to folfil his threat, which under the cireum-
#gtances he might possibly not have done; and surely it
“ would have been well worth whila, in the hope of pro-
“ducing grenter humanity, to have delayed for a time the
%ezecution of these unfortunate prisoners. Had the at-
“lempt failed, and the forbearance of the Queen’s genernl
“been attributed, as is msual among Carlists, to fear,
“COeneral Van Hulen might then with less remorse have
“porformed his melaneholy duty. With respect to that
“ part of Greneral Van Halen’s letter in which he implies
*that yon, as the agent of the British Government, exhibit
* more interest concerning the fate of the enemy’s prisoners
*than for the Queen’s soldiers who have fallen into Cabrora's
“ power, I wish yon to inform him, from me, that the charge
“18 most unfounded. You have never to my knowledge inter-
* fored to prevent reprisals, when under ihe painful convyie-
* tion that they were indispensable for the maintenanee of
“the discipline of the army, nor except upon this cceasion,
“ when you had resson to puppose that General Van Halen
“ was ignorant of the promise made by General Borso to
“ the priconers, and when you thereby gave him an oppor-
* tunity of earrying into effect those principles of humanity
:‘ which he professed to you at Zaragoza; and your inter-
" ference in any ease cannot be said to be more in lavour of
:'ﬂaﬂistn than of Christinog, as the object of the British
s Government is to produce the cessation of a atate of things
z such as there ia hardly any reeord of, even in barbarons
. 50%, and which throws such a stain upon the Bpanish
: Charactor ng mugt malke it extremely diffienlt for the British
A '_Eijﬂ‘f’ﬂflu?mnt in the face of civilised Furope to continne
g its moral support as well as active co-operation
g i the Queen's Goverument, which the numerous and
POWertal enemics of Ler Catholic Majesty can—however

> 2
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“ unjustly, n.lthungh with apparent resson—chare
“ nnnecossarily ageravating the horrors of nrn'l
“ Both with the government here, and with Espar
“ throngh Colonel Wylde, T have used my best cxer
“ alleviate the fate of tho Queen’s woldiers who I:i
“ into the enemy’'s hands, and to deviso the means of pu
“an end to this inhuman warfare. . ., I van ag
“ that if he will suggest any other plan more ].l.kﬂla'
““ the desired object, it shall have my sanetion, prow
“ it doss not compromise tho honour of the "‘
* ment, nor exposs yonrself to insult,” I
This last paragraph names another of the diffienlti
the way of Colonel Laey, which will be allnded to Lereaf
It may be mentioned, however, Lere, that the ovess
alluded to by Sir Georgo Villiers, on whieh Colonel L
was indnecd by a promise made by Greneral Borao to ‘ "
suceessful intercession, was the same as that reforred
the following terms by Lord Palmerston in a despa ..
January 10th, 1839,  “ Her Majesty’s Government
“ of the zeal with which yom have intercaded m:t.h t
“ ¥an Halen in ordor fo save Lhe lives of the ﬂm:llﬂt}}
“ faken by General Borso in the aetion of Cheste on {
“ De [mmhFL
Colonel Lacy longed to write to Cabrera on the suhject, b
was faced by the diffienlty that he himself was not a privat
individual, but the representutive of a government whi
must not be rendered open to insult in his person, Af
much consideration and eorrespondence, it was suggasted B
Sir George Villiers that he should ask General Van Hals
to place at his digposal o Carlist prisoner—an officer, 6
a certain degree of intelligence ; that he shonld then tﬁﬂ '
oflicer that he had begmed his liberty for the purposes
making him the bearer of a message to Cabrera regpectin
the horriblo systom of massacre now carried on by be
parties, and which as a foreigner he, Colonel Lacy, intereste

* The rewder will readily deloet the historieal parallel of 1876-TT.
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16 name and fame of Spaniards, deeply regretted, and
willingly intervene to cheek. He was, however,
fully to avoid any interference in his official eapacity ns
English Commissioner, and was to offor himsel! as & medinm
of communication, solely as a spectator of passing events.
- He was advised fo act in this way as an experiment, and
without delay, as the more the mutual exasperation increased,
the more diffienlt would any compromise become,

THEHIFEL,
[ From glaedel Dy Colomel Loy, B4

The attempt was made as smgzested. A Carlist officer Col. TLag,
wad selected from the prisoners at Teruel, and proceeded on ;oo
the 234 December, 1838, to Cabrera’s head-quarters, with 1838,
verbal instruetions from Colonel Lacy to state that he, as a
British offcer altending the head-quarters of the Army of
ﬂllﬂ Centro, had oheerved with rogret the rancorous spirit
with which the war wng carried on, and that—with a view
fa mitigating the horrors of snch n gyatem-—he would he
glad !:'u act ag & modium of communiention botween the
OPposing eliefs, Mo also took upon himgelf to promise that

Cabrera wonld regvind his order “not to give qnarter,”
Genoral Van Hylen wonld instantly and gladly adopt the
Elﬂﬂ? of civilised warfare. The officer roached Morelln on

et Decomber, and obtained an interview with Cabrora.

8% ehief rogented this irregular method of eommunication,

Stated that the boarer of the verbal message was not sufli-
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ciently aceredited to treat on such a matter,
angrily why the Englich colonel did not come him

then exclaiming that this was a suhject on whmh
genernls only uug]lf.- to treat, he took the officer’s g ARHTHO

and had it ranaw&r] in the following terms :—

# Head-quartars, Morella, Tee Ht. 38,

“ He prasautaﬂ_ himself, and this mode of treat

“ regpect to the subject he has explained not 'I:ramg

“ nnd decorous, he will return to the point from whi
came,

o

“ (Bigned) The General, 3
“ CoxpE vi MorELzAS

Disheartened, but not defeated, Colonel Laay

whieh resnlted in s formal exchange of prison
which is interesling as revealing the idicsynen
(lubrera. Althongh in his letters the guerilla chief pe
too mueh, he yot clearly and gladly avails hunﬂalf
uppnrtnmtj of pleading in self-defence before that b
publie opinion to which it was evident that even he 3
indifferent.

Clolonel Lamjr wrote first on the 29th January, 1"839‘;
Munviedro, in the following terms :—

\

3.

“ (General,

1, Being attached by the British Government 'ku
¢ Army of the Centre, in order faithfully fo report evemis ..
“ they oceur, I have witnessed with the deepest concern e
“ eruelty by which the horrors always incidental to & S8 e
“ of ¢ivil war have of late been aggravated. -

2 Tt is not my intention to enter into an analysis of Bl
¢ ppmges which have brought ahont a state of thinga
« deplorable ; my ohject only being to contribute to the
“ of human suffering, and for this purpose I hope my pos
““ i3 an advantageons one, 23 it may enable me, if nesi 1
““ by the good faith of those on whom the nltimabe detern
o tion must depend, to clear away any of those ohatacles

LT
il
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& which at present impede a general exchange of prisoners,
# gnd the war from being carried on according to the nsages
% of vivilizsed nations.

#3. Intercsted ag I feel in the welfare and honour of
“Bpnin, and knowing as 1 do the nndisguised horror which
“thronghout Europe is produced by this exterminating
 warfare, I ghall deem myself most happy, if by my inter-
# yention an order of things ean be established more suited
“to a great and civilised nation, to the age in which we
“live, aud to the doctrines of Christianily.

%4 Consequently, I think the best means to realize my
% wishes, and those of every friend of humanity, would be
“if you would pleaso to mequaint me whether you are dis-
© posed to agres to 4 general exchange of prisoners, promising
“to respect in future the lives of those who may fall into
“ your power, being assured that there will be no objection
“ whatever to such an arrangement on the part of General
“ ¥Yan Halen,

“5. And lastly, whatever may be the result of the step I
“have thus voluntarily taken upon myself, it will never be
“matter of rogret to me to bLave thus seted; for deeply
* responsible in the eyes of God and of his fellow-creatures
“18 the man who either canses, or withholds his exertions to
“ prevent, the uunecessary effusion of blood.”

_ Cabrera replied from Boeeite, on the 1st February, 1839,
in the following diffusive terms, full of that form of excuse
which indeed is self-accusation.

" It was with much satisfaction and pleasure, Colonel, that
:‘l received yonr esteemed commmunieation of the 20th
; {“’1‘1“1'}' last, on acconnt of the interest you show for the
“iives of unfortunate Spaniards, and the plausible object
“of preventing those misfortunes to which the conduect of
* thie chief who commands the forces of the enemy in this
" part has given rize. I lamented, when after giving on my
“part o thonsand examples of humanity, I could not find
‘: that they were imitated by the ememy, till, changing my
“tonduet, and repeating with grief their acts, T saw the
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&unght—fur moment arrive, when the lives of wy so
“were respected, althongh it was done in n manner ermel
“enough, by exiling them and sinking them mtﬂ st
nlmnat l}l]TI.EI.l to death itself, with the mere congols
“1t wns deferred. I endeavoured to treat those whu el
“my power with those congiderations of humanity u
 position ennbled me, and the conduct of the ﬂuﬂm}"
“mitted. Dut the fatal moment came whon Pa
“ rolying on his superiority and advantages over me,
“ dered his victory secure at the instant of marching [row
“ Muella; and that confidence reminded them of the prin:
“ eiples they proposed o themselves of putting an end fo
" thn greater part and most nseful cluss of Spuninrds, whis
“ig proved by their lamentable conduet towards ﬂlﬂ
“ who declared themselves for their laws and customs ¢
“ thrown. As many as were taken were vietima with _
“least comsideration, neither the sick nor those who w e
* without arms, nel even those who remained guief at ho '1
“or in the very sauetuaries, being spared. And so it h
* pened, that having formed his men, he (Pardifas) harangned
“them, and coneluded, saying Lhat Lhey were not to giw
“ guarter, and that he would shoot the man who shonld b
“in a prisoner,—an order which was put into execntion
“givteen who fell into his hands when they firat advane
“upoen my left wing, whereas I respected the lives of
“ whom I took prisoners on the opposite side. When
“ buttle was concluded, and I was made acquainted with fhe
“gangninary order of Purdifus, which the very prisonet
“ acknowledged to me t]lﬂ'j"llﬁfmtrﬂd‘ﬁ'lﬂ] thibelore-mentione "-
“ gixteen, T immediately and in consequence thereof ordered
“ their punishment, without any intention of repeating if'
“ fnture with those who should not act under snch deel
“tion; and I can prove to you that I respected the llfﬂ of
‘more than three thousand of those very Prmunﬂl‘ﬂ, '
“aeoording to justice, shonld have been shot, which
“ gynited mine had the vietory been to the other side, The -
“ general oxchange you point out to me would have beem o

“ made long ago on my part, but the condnet of Van Halel 2
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% higa in sevornl ways rendered it dilicult. In the first place,

# when he onght to have acknowledged my genercsity in
# preserving the lives of people who in every respect did not
# merit it, he ordered the murders at Zaragoza, Valenoia,
& and Teruel, as well ag at other places, of prisoners of older
 gtanding who were nuder the shicld of having been taken
“gt g period when quarier was given; and secondly, he
# patained those prisoners who were dus to me; and thirdly,
“Le declined to make his proposals direefly, and in the
“ manner that in deeency and formality all freaties require.
“] eomgider yom u witness of such conduct, and endowed
% with penetration und prudenee capnble of dislinguishing
“ thesa cireumatances, which undoubtedly have moved your
“ kind heart to pity,—a feeling which T assure you is inherent
“also in my own character, which has never denied itself,
“mor ever will, in any way, to what may benefit hnmunity,
*and provent the horrors of shedding blood barbaromely for
* the smbition of men who, under the apparent veil of liberty,
“hnve not hesitated Lo overturn the order in this nation,
*with which it was quiet and satizfied, and who have even
“langhed ot and vilified the scts of protection they huve
“received. 1 appreciate much the serviee you might ren-
“der, contributing to the effect yon propose, and which T
“degirs, But I now eall your attention in order that you
“ may know that he only must wet who can take upon him-
“self the secnrity of the execution of that which may be
“agreed upon, in order that npon his commission and person
“ muy fall the responsibility of every faunlt that may be therein
“eommitted. And, ns long us such direct compromise be
* not made, neither my own honour nor that of my Bovereign’s
“armg can adhere to any other kind of means of urriving at
* the realisation of so just an pim.”

To this singular and involved sxhibition of vanity, wounded
self-osteem, nnd delibernte romanes, Colonel Lacy replied on Murvisiro
the 4th March, repeating his offer of mediation, shomld any lii;;é_h *
favourable opportunity arise. In the meantime he ventnred
a fﬂ]_lcr"ﬁ'-'ﬂ to correet the narrative given by Cabrera as fo
Pardifas.  * There was,” he wrote, “a DBritish officer under
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“ my ordera attached to that division in Aragon, and Iw
“to him on the subject, ITis answer most ﬂmﬂxz&lr
“ that although Pardifing did harangue hie troops previo
“ty the nttn.uk, there was nothing that could be interprete
“to the intent that they should not give quarter. i
“ clearing np of this point appeared to mo to be completel;
“ within my provinee and within my power, from ha '
“ Dritish officer in Aragon who was present at the B
“ Maella, an officer placed there for the purpose of fi
“reporting every oceurrence, and whose taattm:-nf [ am
“ gatisfied yom will respect. Thus, then, it appears fo me
“ that one of the greatest obstacles tu:-r a favourabls arrange-
“ ment between the chiefs of the contending forees will be
“ removed, and that Spain may soon be able to cast off

“ imputation of prosecuting the war with nnnecessary eruelty.
“To this end, I entreat your atteniion to what I
“written ; and I conjura you, as the chief of a consider
“foree, and ns a Christian, to do your ntmost to mitigab
“ the ca.lrmutmﬂ of & war wharﬂ not only is ‘nmther ighti

“ agninst brother, but father is opposed to son.’ N

The pnrtmamt]r of Colonel Lucy was succeseful, Wrilin ?'_-'
from Segura on the 16th March, in a very different tone from
that displayed in his former production, Cabrera told 4 o
English Commigsioner that he would soon see his wishes
realised, for that the means for earrying out s general ex-
change Elf prisoners wero in preparation, and a treaty mﬁ“
course of arrungement which would provide for the war
carried on in future with quarter, “These resnlts,”
m‘utu, ““will enable me to fulfil those laudable sentimentd

“ which adorn your mind with respeet fo humanity, snd will
“ sutisfy the impulses of mine in the same respect.” T8
waived the story of Pardifias, although not quite prepared to
admit the inaccuracy of his own version, He urged, conr-
teously and gracefully, that although the Fnglish officer
who had been present was undoubtedly impartial, still W
his account of what took place might be erroneons; “and,”
wrole Cabrera, *allow mo fo say that his evidence may hﬂ'
“ doubted without offending his homour, it Leing very pro=

J
i ':‘- .'-1'_
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“hable that he did not understand our idiom, or that
#ha had not at that moment lixed his atfention on the
* gubject.”

The last sentence of this letter, it will be seen, is a prool
that disinferested exerlions appeal to the rndest heart,
Cabrera had rarely received a kind or eourteous word from
an enemy; even Bir George Villiers had pronounced him a
monster on whose head a price should be set. Was this
the way to soften his revengeful heart? Unexpectedly he
received from Colonel Lacy the two letters quoted ahove, in
which he was appealsd lo as a soldier, a powerful chief, and
# Chrigtian. The better part of his nature was tonched ;
the longing to justily himself, of which he was hitherto
perhaps unconscious, was gratilied in his first reply; and
the pride which the worst man must feel when he finds him-
self on the side of humanity is apparent in the concluding
sentence of his second.  The two letfers of Colonel Lacy had
struck the rock of a nature hardened by a semse of injury,
isolution, and injustice, and at once it had melted. That
they were and would be alwaye fondly cherished is apparent
from the words he msed, which were not mere words, but
were the sentiments welling wp from a spring in his heart
newly tonched. “ By this,” he wrote, “1 give you a faith-
* ful testimony of the well-founded opinion that yon manifeat
* t0 havo formed of me in your two letlers, for the favour of

“which Jle will ever remasin gratelul who has the honour
“to be,

“ (olonel,

* Your most affoctionate and attentive humble servant,
“ Fy CoxpE pE Monpnra,” *

Colonel Luey's success in philanthropy was a eonsolation
to him for the worries with which his too-anxious nalure
allowed official clerkdom at home to vex him, How far

* The olficers emploved o carry out the first exchange ol prisoners
afler this correapondence were Don Antouio Carruana, Colonel on the
staff of the Christino army, and Don Jeaquin Aguilera, Colonel, and
Adjutant Lo Cabrera,
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phﬂanthmpj in war is even wiso is an open question,
urge that the diminution of war's terrors will only
it, and make it more frequenily resurrent., To this
be answered that in no country has war been so ink
in Bpein, and in no country is it more chronie,
however, philanthropy in war be politic or not, it will
ba present. Recent exertions in this direction hay
that no cold rules will eurb public sympathy. War
noble iustinets in man ; instincts may not always
in their gratification hui; there is & determined e
about them which has to be allowed for in -::-nlcuh i
forces which are present at the concoption and 1
eventa. In war, the care of the prizoners, the siek,
wonnded, will always appeal plaintively to private ¢
Recognising this fact, it is consolatory to remember,
words of o rocent authority on this matter, that T
“ the guffering of prisoners of war is relieved the
" be the hatred and revenge stored up for a fufure
that * the progress of ecivilisation shonld have the e
“ alleviating, as far as possible, the onlamitics of war; ani
“ that the object of a state should be to weaken the cuemy
“ without inflicting on him unnecessary suffering.” -
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CHAPTER X X.
Tuw Figsr Siece oF MoneLLA.

TH]E siege, nnfortunate in ite conduet and disastrous in its
roaults, deserves espenial and detailed consideration. In
its story will be fonnd instances of the want of forethought
which characterised too many of the Queen’s generals, of the
enffering which in consequence pursued the troops, and of
the paﬁence and eourage whieh that suflering was unable to
reduce,  For monthe previons ostentations preparations for
the siege had been in progress, and its suceess had already
been asgumed and disconnted by the loitering government at
Madrid. Fven Espartero’s movements had been made sub-
ordinate to it, aud his stlack on Fatella had been suspended.

If Oraa should fail before Morella, it might be necessary yet o wylde,
agaiu to detach a foree from the Army of the North to aid ﬂgﬁ*ﬁ?_‘?r
him ; and, besides, it seemed nnwise fo undertuke an opera- 1sss.
bion, the failure of which, combined with a dissster
Arngon, would be almost fatal to the Queen’s cause.

Tt will be woll first to realise the situation of the Carliste
under Cabrera who were to be attacked by General Oraa,

. Tha strong position held by them was the range of mountaing pips,
extending from the mouth of the Bbro westward towards vt
Madrid ; bul, sinee the defeat of Sallado, Don Baseilio, and 1835,
others, they had confined themselves chiefly to that part near
Moralla. Thia place was almost insccessible in the moun-
tains, built on abruptly rising ground, and defended by a
ride armament of about 20 guns. Morella and Canta Vieja
ware the head-quarters of Cabrera. His entire foree, ineluding
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those in garrison, amounted to a little over 10 !]ﬂﬂ

of that number some 7000 infantry and Eﬂﬂ e

practically available for movements in the field, T_’hn av

was of a very inferior description, and the Carlist

general were in the north-east of Mpain recrnited fmm ,.a,

refuse of the people, and inelnded deserters, and men. rh

had fled from punishment, or who preferrad & wan

of rapine and plunder to one of pence and industry.

It was believed at Madrid, and even at Ternel, where Draa's

head-quarters were stationed, that the Carlist 7

eertnin to ghrink from dﬂf&ndinglfﬂrﬂllu, but the maryel

power and encrgy of Cabrers wore not taken sufliciently .

congideration., A man full of fire, alive with a :Eltrmun*s abivie

loyalty to his caunse, n stern diseiplinarisn, and an un

pulous cnemy, he succosded in eomverting the hordes w

he had rallied rennd his standard into trustworthy

A sample of his stern mililary code was found by Oraa’s army

Cal. Tuey, ng it approached Morella, The bodies of a whole ﬂw._ -:.5;
La Palsleta, . ; : i

Ang. ¢,  plequet were found in a prominent part of {he road.

1835 some negleet of duty the whole had been shot by Cabrera a

an Emmpla to the rest of his troope, i

By decision and activity, this Carlist chief, himsalf mﬂq

trammed o arms, overcame difficulties and accomplishel

wonders with little meaus ; but he tarnished his numaw‘fﬂli

doeds of blood, and by the inhumen murder of conntless

prisoners.

Liat, Opposed to this foree, and under the command of General

ey '11;:' Oraa, was the army intended for the siege of Mﬂl‘ﬁ]l&,:'

Aol 8 plnm which had been lost partly throngh surprise and
partly through treachery, and which it was eminently
desirable to roeapture. This army was in three divisions—
the first, under Oraa, Captain-General of Vulencin, Murcis,
and Aragon, and meant for the protection of Valencin: the ,:
second, nnder General Ban Mignel Fveristo, arranged so as to
defend Zoragoza and the country between the Ebro and the
monntains ; and the third, under Genernl Borso, intended fo :
cover Castellon de la Plana and Vinaroz., In addition o the
strategicnl rensons for this division was the invariable canse

e
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 {or the dispersion of Bpanish troops during this eivil war—

 tha policy of sending troops to food-producing distriets,

~ instead of bringing the food to the troops.*

~ The English Commissioners were distribnted as follows :—
Colonel Laey, B.A., with Oraa's head-quarters; Colonel

Alderson, B.E,, with Boreo's division; and Lieut. Askwith,

ILA., with that of San Mignel.

- The advance of the three divisions had been so planned

that they ehonld all arrive at the same time in the immediato

yicinity of Morellas. As a matler of fact, the head-quarters © DIP[;TT

which left Ternel on the 24th of July, the saint-day of the JL:;?“*: pic

Queen Dowager, was joined at Castellfort on the 28th of July 155

by Borso’s division, and on the following day by San Miguel's,

when on the hoights immediately round Morella, On these

heights, and within 3000 yards of the town, the Queen's

troops hivonacked on the night of Bunday, the 20th of July,

The nnited force amonnted to 16,000 infantry, 1200 eavalry,

and a long train of baggage and commissariat horses and

mitles. The wheat had been eut and was lying in the fields,

and a wanton scene of destruetion ensued. The troops took

the earn to eleep on and to foed their horses; much of it was

used as fucl, and all that was not congnmed was apoiled,

This was an improvident beginning, Oras knew that his 7,
Bupply of provisions was a scanty one. Had he ordered the f:;'”l;‘l
wheal to be collected and placed under a guard, it might 1895
huve been thrashed and ground as rations for the troops, the
shraw affording forage to the horses, There were the neces-
Bary milla on the ground, aud also ovens.t DBut no such
Precautions were faken; on the contrary, the horses were
fod and bedded on whoat, the men slept on wheat, they
covered their hute with wheat, and when they changed their
ground they set fire to the bivouae they left! Duriug the

" In March 1838 it had been decided to abandon Gandess, a small
fortified town between Alunizand the Ebro, which had been blockaded by
the Carlisks for Lwo years, The coursge of the inhabitants awd the
garrison had excited great admiration.

T On the gronnd otenpied by the Portnouese Drizade,




Cal. TJIF‘_._'F'
A,

Lieuk,
Askwith,
HA., to

224 The Luglish in Spain.

time of starvation which followed, it was & common sight |
see the men searching among the débris of the old ea
any stray grains of whest which might have
esenped destruetion. 1
That even at the commencement of the mareh on M
the eommissariat arrangements for the troops were any
but lavish, and that during the siege the supplies were ¢
moet seanty deseription, the following statisties will g
When the head-quarters left Teruel on the 24th of July
troops, coneisting of U battalions, 4 equadrons, and some
volunteers und partidas, were supplied with 4 days’ brew
and 7 days' rice, The supposed ration consisted of 1 3l
bread, 6 oz rice, and 3 oz. bacon ; but no bacon was
on thiu oceasion, Home live 5t-1:|ck aecompanied the column
but not until the 30th and 31st was any ration of @ --,ﬁ..
isgned o the troops, and on these days the issue was lin
to 8 oz per man, And yet, during this mareh, the tr
were ascending into high ground, where the rain fell i
torrents, and the temperalure wius many degrees lower thar
in the Irlmns which they had qnitted. The exposure ¥
severely felt, although patiently borne. On the ﬂml _ﬂ -
Angnst the ration issued consisted merely of flonr, wbinh ha
men had o cook ag they best eould ; and at this time g e
of the namalry which had been dutuchnd towards .cﬂulmh
meet the siege artillory, was for 48 hours unable to o t' -,
water for the horses. On the 18th of August the ratios
iesned fo the army wae 6 oz, of rice and 2 om of Immn,:
man, but neither flour nor bread ; on the 14th the issue was
merely half a ration of flonr; and on the 17th, the last duy
of the siege, the Chiof English Commissioner wrote that * the
“ troops were almost without food, and the cavalry horses
“ and other animals, amounting to at least 3000, had a 1d
“ boen two days without forage, except what they could P:l ik
“ up abont the camp. No barloy had been brought for th
“ from the commencement.” The division of San Mig ---':
was in no betler cuse from the commencement than was that
of Oran. The Tnghsh Commissioner with that part of the
army wrote: “As nsnal, provisions are wanting. Very, Tﬁrﬁ’;‘
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ﬁmﬂl i the quantity at Aleanis, and nothing ean be pro- Grigade-

- “onred on the mounlains . .. This great want of pro- fﬂ-;‘;;ga
- gigiong, the Inbour of conveying them over terrible roads, A,

lenmis,

& &f:;u'kama sometimes doubt if they will ever take Moralla. iug_ 1.
""fﬂa; Bpanish soldier will fight with very little, but upon 1838,
ot g ie another question. There appears to me to be
“!_ﬁgﬁf‘h want of foresight; everything is left to the last
“ moment.”
The insufficient supply of provisions with the army
had strategical disadvantages also. To secure even the
wretched pittance brought by convoys from Aleaniz, 1t was
found necessary to oceupy the hill of San Isidro with a
divigion of five battalious to keep the road open, a forea
which might have been employed with great advantage
mearer Morelln, And the only way of explaining the apps-
rently insane assault of the 15th of August, to be mentioned
_hﬂ'mftn:, on & breach which was utlerly impracticable, lay
in the fact that Oraa was comseions of the growing and
alarming gearcity of previsions and ammunition, and was
provoked by this knowledge to a precipitate line of action,
from which, nndor ordinary circumstances, he would have
That the want of foresight in this army extended heyond
the question of provisions will be evident from the following
extract from the English Commissioner's correspondonece.
It had boen estimated that the Siege Artillory might be
bronght np from Aleaniz in two days, bnt more than three
times  that period was found necessary. And yet the
original estimate was not a sanguine one, had ordinary
Preeautions been taken : “ Bat,” wrote Lieutenant Askwith, ajcaniz,
“I never thonght for s moment that all the carts would be S
"_ loaded with double what was proper m such 4 mountainous ;
::mﬂh‘j"; that they would march without & grain of ecorn
. for the cattle, and that after a rest of fwoenty days an
i ﬂtrtﬂmpt would be made to march six hours, passing af
"“'1*1-'1“}' n good town without halting to feed or water;
"ﬂ:lut un officer wonld ha appointed to regulale the mareh,
Prevent nnuecessiry stoppages, &e.; and, lastly, that no

s L8
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" working parties would be sent in advance to mpﬂg
“ ., {.‘:Il.‘,{!:pt one ignorant and indolent company
*“ aappors,” '
Yot one more illustrative fact before pmceedm,g. ﬁ:
narrative of the siege. It wae fonnd on arri
Maorells that there was no chart showing the dist
the chief poiuts in exigtenee, and the ranges had to 'ha
lated by an English officer of Engineers,
When the sssault of the 17th August was made, and §
was found, when too late, that the sealing ladders ¥
ghort, this officer exclaimed: * This fact alone
“yolumes. Here is a place in Bpain, and in the ha
“{he government only gix months ago, and yet no !
“ section is in the possession of the Engineer Department s
“ the siege.” o
To turn now to the narrative of the siege. Oran, having
left Ternel on the 24th July, and marched by Villaroya
Mosqueruela, was joined by Borso's division, as stated
at Castelliort, on the 28th. On the following day, Sun
the troops heard mags on the heights at 5 san., and the
advanced on Morella, being joined after sunset .-,._._
Miguel's divigion, which had just arrived—after some sk
mishes with the enemy—from Cintores. That mg]:rl -
epent en bvouae about 3000 yards from Morella, and H
early hour next morning the army moved off in thres
eolumng, and erossed gome very decp and rugged ravines, in
order to pass round Morells, under an insceurato fire from
the Carlist gurrigon, snd under a slight annoyance
guerdlls nttacks. Before all the Queen’s forces had attaingd
the heights on the opposite side, the head of the Cs -1
General Foreadell’s colnmn appeared on the oflensive, "
seemed to have some three or four battalions and a elo ‘
of parfidas. The Christinos, however, established theif
pogition ; and Borso, with his own division and thab
Pardinas—ten batlalions in all, and some cavalry WAL
appointed to hold it. {n the following day, Oraa, with
Ban Miguel's division and the reserve—in all abount telt
battalions— marched towards Aleaniz, whence he expected

[
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The guns in guestion had been brought from Zaragosa to
Alenniz, after n month of great labour ; and it seems strange
that they were not brought with San Miguels division,
when it marehed from Aleaniz to Morella on the 24th J uly.
This division had started with especial boasting, San Mignel
having publicly addressed the troops on the glorious expedi-
tion which they wore about to undertake, and having led
them off amid shouts and salvoes of artillery, confident of
victory and of the downfall of Morella and Canta Vieja.
No sooner had the three divisions met, than Sun Miguel
had to go back towards Aleaniz to escort the YOIy guns
which he had left behind ; and not until the 9th August did
they arrive in front of Morella. This delay was in many
Ways pernicious. Borso's divieion was left for over s week
in comparative inaction and with only four days’ rationa.
The Carlists were able to practise the guerilln warfare,
which they preferred to pitched battles, and in which they
excelled; and Cabrers was able to mature his arrangements
for the defence. The Siege Artillery, which did not leave
Aleaniz until the 2nd Auguet, was far {rom formidable, and
proved inadequate. It consisted of an 1B-pounder, fonr
18-pounders, two 10-inch and one 12-inch mortars, five
8-ponnders and three light howitzers. Small as this train

side arma were almost nseless ; quick mateh instead of port-
ﬁlI'H was used in firing the guns, thereby rendering it impos-
#ible to fire in salvocs, & course which had been strongly
rocommended when breaching was commeneed ; and the guns
bad neither yuarter-sights nor tangent seales, and were laid
by & quadrant and plumb-line at the muszle, Nor were the
artillerymen skilled in their profession. In mortar practice
they altered the elevation as well as the charge for different
tanges, but cut the fuzes always at the same length,  The
Practice wag therefore very erratiec. The officor in chargo of
one of the batteries wes found elevating & mortar to an
Rl:igle of 72° and gnve a8 a reason that he wonld thereby
81ve greater force to the shell in falling! Tn making the

Q 2

the Siege Artillery, which he was to employ ageinst Morella, Askwith.

was, it was not evon complete. The platforms were bad ; the Alderson,
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breach, they commenced at the top instend of the botto
and made it narrow ut the foot of the wall and wid
summit, the whole of the débris from the top hmm;g’
falien #0 as actually to aid in repellmg an attack. So e
pleialjr did the artillery, both in men and mm’éfwl, "-""Z-" i
this siege, that in preparing for the third siege of Mora
Faparlero—as will bo seen hereafter—threw the gre
part of his energy into the task of soenring a sicge-tes
which should not prove so inadequate as that nsed 'by
in 1838,
On the 81et July, Oran, with the foree which awail 1“
artillery from Alcaniz, arrived at Monroyo, wher
remained with his head-quarters while Ban I!ifgunl
back to Aleaniz to escort the guns which had been lﬁﬂa
utter had been the want of foresight in the matter of
ing depdts of provisions, that it was found in Monroyo,
tolerably-sized town, and on the main road to Mmm:
Zaragoza, that the troops, on the eve of an important & 'Z:"_
and at the very commencement of a long-planned campi nig]
could get neither bread, meat, nor wine ; and had fo s
on a ration of flour, to be cooked ns they best eo
Mainly on this account, Oras despatched part of the &
which he had kept with the head-guarlers to
Miguel and the train, and part back towards Morells, on £
plea of fortifying the village of La Pobleta, He himsel
rem