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39
(Covering hner nose). Now go. Your perfumed demands give me a
headacha..
(Hurryingz from the background). Madam, nhis lordship 1s thie
moment entering Pardina.
(With sudden consternation) Good Godl
(Looking towards the bvackground) He is comling this way.
(To Senen) Go guiekly..
Go out this way.(He #ends nim out by the rignt). Would your
ladyship 1llke me té® delay him a 1little,...to tell him...
(with great trepidation)' Yes,..Yes. Don®t let him pass,...Tell
hin that ...that it would be bvetler tomorrow...
Here he isl
(Resigning nerself). There is no help then. I must face 1it.
(Pulling herself together), Iet him come. I must not fear him,
no,no. (Bne sitis down felghing calmness)The Count 18 sven at the
door . e takes off nles hat.Pause.As he enters Venanclio retlires

and shute the goor.)

fSoene Yill.

inerecia, Count.

Madam.(He hows respectfully. She responds with cold polite-
nese. ) I am grateful to you flor hour kindness in granting me

this interview..

For me 1t 18 a sacred duty fto grant your request Lere or anye
whote else...duly I say...but at one time you used to call me
your daughier.

Tnose times are past.You were I might say & casual daughter...
transitory. & foreigner by vbirth, still more by feeling...you
never identified yourself with my family or with my race. Against
my will my beloved Rafael chese as his wife the daughter of an
Irishman established in the United States who had come over here
on tusinese,...A dire calamity America has been for mel Well,

ag everyone knows, I opposed the marriage. I fought blindly,
etubbofnly. I was defeated... Time ald you have proved me right..

Yostyyes,. 0y making my son wretched and hastening his death,.

Foneows i
(Feztbus but still somewhat fearful). Sir...that is not true.
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Madam,what I say 1s true. My unhappy son was worn out by the
ahame cansed dy the unbridied tvenaviour of his wife. It 18 com-
mon knowlodge.
(Loftily,rising).. Take care what you say. You are making your-
low

sell the echo of ¥dWwe calumnies.
(With some gentleness.) lucrecia...it may stlill bve that I am
mistaken...that you are bvetter than I think...¥You would con—
firm my error if you would only be strong encugh to confess the
truth.
(Ferturved), The truth?
Tes...1t 18 a most delicate matter on which I would question
VOU.e

Tuerec When?t

Count Now.

Tuerec (Terrified),. Question me?¥ An I & eriminal?®

Count

Tuerec (In & p&a nis is bveyond everything. I can stand no more.

HOo. You cannot refuse to answer me. It is a grave matter,

The questlion is solemn and the answer must be solenfl...It is
not I who am speaking now...it is the husband of the woman
lictening to me...It 18 my son who lives again in me.(Pause )
ces it dOowWn.

Tucrec For pity's esake , you are torturing me,

Count (#ite down facing Lucrecla). Pardon me...It 1& necessary.One
has to suffer somewhatj Lucrecia.(Pause. Lucrecia, apprehensive

does not dare to look at him). When I returned to Cadiz from

my fruitless Journeg, I was given a letter from Rafaeyﬁn which he

told me all his grief, nls deep bitterness. Life nad loet all
Interest for him. He was 111 and in his despair he did not want
t& rocover. Sorrow...the icss of all his illusions...the shame
of #eelng his name dishonoured...were consuming hig,

Iuerec (Turning to him). irl

Count My son had been 1iving apart from his wife for a year.

lucrec And who can say that 1t was ny fault?

Count Do not interrupt me. Llsten to me gust now... Rafael told me

nothing definite, He simply gave expression to nis state of
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Count (witn strong emotion) Two hours pefoke 1 errived wy beloved
son had dled. An overwhelming attack of <+« 00L1APBO. u .
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in o Hotel ...dressed...on the bed...with conly the scaat atten-

tion that paid help could pilve nir...cod]..what anguishl.
B i

Imerec (Much affectedy SCLLINg). . 00 my lord...Though you may not

bveliewve it...1 loved him,
Count (Furiously drying nis fesrs)l. A llel If you lad loved him why
you not rasten to hin when you knew lie was 4117
ucree (hot Xxnowing what to gay) lecause et Imow. ., tlle COmMe-
plications
Count Let me finish...¥You wiil emslly understand mydesciailon at find-
nim dead, (H& crosses nis lmndes with & sewR). Oh lumeasurable
woe, on lingering &ageny of my old &ge,...N0re norrible than
a1l trne 1118 1 have ever sulferedil To see hlm, dead ,. T0o SPeak
to nim and get no answer... nol & movemeni...nol a looK...not
a sound for my caressas...To find that he had taken @il with
hint Lo that @llent avyss...dealhs (fRcrecia possspad with
ayvesa.) R
Horrivle'aws You have no heart; you do nou kiow whas this
is.. Yon p. (He looks A%t ner orylng . Pause.)How basutiful
it would © ©, at this moment, wa eould wesD...you and I...
aia takes a Tew stepe bowards
tne point of embracing,. Tyay They nesitate
Sount repulses har.,)
Tucres (Going vack Lo her chair). My tears are slancere,
Count Naturally,..seeing my grief. You are not made of bronza. (Iugs-
recia with bent head and eyes on the ground is silent) Ah you are silent.
(He rises) Now I see her now, at lasft, I see the wretched
Lucrecia in the attitude in whiceh she ougnt {o be...awaiting
with resignation a sentence of Judgment.(Pause). Do you aduit
that your benaviour to my son , at certain times of his 1life

at least, was not rigntt







(Timidly). I do...But I have something to say on my side
too...

Count I am listening..

Tucrec ¥y disagreements with Rafael were of long sianding.

Count They date from the second or third year of your marriage...
At the end of the first year, your eldest son was born,to
whom you gave my name.. He died when three or four months old.
That 18 80.
some time after,I cannot be quite precise as this took place
during my stay in America, the Countess of Laln began to follow
a wrong road.,

Tucrec (Constrained, fighting a desperate retreak.) Onh, gir, if you
had found your son alive, assuredly Rafael, 1f he had judged
me ,would not have been 80 harsh.

Count He was more than harsh...he was implacable..

Iucrec In hig last moments?

Count In his last moments. Mark well what I say.

Iucrec (Astounded) But you have Fust told me...l

Count That I found him dead. Yesg.

Iucrec Ltiaxnse} (Pause. They look at one another.) Then...

Count The dead speak..

Tuerec (Hesitating bPetween credulity and superstitious fear). Rafael!l

Count Hopeless, mad, I stayed I know not how many hours before the dead
body of my poor son, conscious of nothing but him and the lm-
mense mystery of death. After a# time I began to notice the
things around me,.nis clothes, the furniture he had used,the
TOOMm. . . (P2use, Lucrecia listens with tense expectation.)There
was a tadvle in the room.with books and papers on it and among

t them & letter.

Iucrece (Tremblingly.) A letterl

Count Yes. Rafael was in the act of writing it when he was taken 1ll.
Death came to him rudelyyly and attacked him with furyl He
eried out...they came...all in vain...The letter remalned there
half written...There 1t was...alone...speaking...it was he...1I

read it without picking it up, without touching it, bending over

the table ae I should have bent over his bed had I found him







alive. The letter

Iueree {Almost fainting,her 1lips dary), Was 1t for med

Count Yes,

Lucrec ¢ive it to me. (¥he Count shakes his head).Then how aw 1 to
KNow, . .

Count It will be enough for me to repeat the contents, I know it
vy heart,

Taeree getucrer It is not enough...I must read it ...recoghpilze the
writing...

count It is not necessary. I 4o not lie. Too well you know i%...IU

#e.
vegins with a bitter lamentation which puintsnmatrimonial dig=-

cord.There follow these solemn words...(Repeating 1t word by word)
*I warn you that if you 40 not send me my daughter soon, I shall
eclaim her. I want to navze her beside me...Ihe other child vs s bhe
one who is not my daughter,as you yoursell avow 1ln your letier
to your lover, the painter Charles Eraul,who dled & year agl...
I leave you...I hand her over to you...I throw her in your face..
(Pause)s

Iucrec (Wwith amezement which 18 almoet ﬁtupefaction).a.ﬁe‘balu that...
He saysg...

Count Do you doubt it.%.

Tucrec I do not doubt ...I do not know...(An idea selzing her.) Ihe letd
ter may be false. An enemy of mine may have written 1t to slan-
der Mme...

Count (With a gesture as 1f to produce the latter.) Ky son wrote 1¢.

Increc {Rebelliously)s No, I don't want L0 see {t. Wnat an abvomination.

Count But vou will not deny it.

Iuncrec (Deeiding to deny 1t).Yes...I deny 1t utterly.

Count Aana I, Tool that 1 hoped to find you greal encugh of soul
to complete my son's revelation by telling me....

Tueree (feared) what?

Count (with ausetere simplicity). By telling me which of the two
daughters usurpe my name, which personifies my digshonour.

Iucrec ?nfamOUH fdeali 1t i& not true.

al
Count (with etern comnand). Tell me at once,once, which is the false.
L‘







which tne true.It ig all one. ced to know it...I have a right
to xnow it as head of the house of Albrit. This nistorical house
with its great paet.énce mother of kxings and princed , rich in
noble men and warriors and in saintly women, has hitherto kept
the honour of its name untouched.Tovday, alag, 1 cannot avert this
shameful ocase of legal bvastardy, I cannot prevent my name fIrom
pa ng by law to my two heirs, these innocent children. But to
the one that 1s of my own blood, to the true one alone,l desire
to give my spiritual heritage. It 18 she who will be my helr.
It ie she who will carry my honour and my pedigree to posterigy.
The other...No...False branch of Albrit| I repudlate herl 1 curse
her low birth and her usurping exlstencel
luerec For pity's sakel! I can bear no more. (Terrified she falls 80D-
ting on her chair.long pause.)
Count Iucrecia , dé you recognize at last how right I am¥iou weep.
(Thinking that gentle methods may he more sffectibve ). Perhaps
I express my wrongs too strongly. Perhaps 1 question you L00
haughtily. 1 cannot overcome the viclence of my nature..Pardov
me ...(gently) I am not commanding you now;l am not accusing you..
not the Judge,..I am your friend...your father...and,as
I implore you to bringz me out of this horridle doubt.
ig silent pithug her nandkerchief.) Be brave. One
word wiitl suffice...Once I have heard 1t I Shall Bay Nno lole.
Truth, Luecreclia, truth 1s whatl saves.
terrible struggle rises hrusquely and goes wiidly up
down the room.) Oh it is more than I can bear! I must escape,
fly, hide myself! Letl me gol
You will not answer mefY
Never! Iswmall die first.
{with calm #&uthoriy). ery well the Wnat you will not teil
me I shall find out for myself.
Tuerec How?
Count Ah, ..l shall Know how.

Lucrec ¥iseradle 0ld man! Your madness rills me wilh coupassion.

Count Yours doeg not even fill me with pity. One does not coumiser-

ate corrupt beings wallowing in evél.







45,

Iucrec ; lously,veglde herself). Anhl| You dare to 1nsuit mel Albrit!
dmenl...0f ludicrowm cghivalry...O0f shaw honourlwhere
be If I did not shelter him? But I am bunarouﬁ(
I forgive his insults.I shall see that he does not die in the
worknouse,. or drag hic white mane along the roads.

(With supreme disdain). Iucrecia Richuond, God may perhaps for-

give you...I, tuo)might rorgive you,if forgiveness and conlempt

could go together,
lucree /Turning to the door) Enough. (To the ehildren who ogen the

door a little way without daring to enter). You may come ik,

Scene i}{.n
lucrecia, Count; Jell and Dolly,who run Lo eubrace their
mother; vehind them Gregorla and venancio ; afterwards the

Priecl and dog

ucrec My precilous Jewels, give me a thousand Kisses.(They Kies ner)s
Nell iNotlcing her face) Mother dear you have been eryingl
Lucrec Your grandfather and have been calling up sad memories.
Dolly (Lookling at the Count who remains motionless.) Granafather has
been Cerying too. (Approaches him,)
Count Come ...¥Xils8 me...{ The two run to hiwm and hug and Kigs him).
Iucrec (Aslde to Gregoria and Venancio.)Wait on him, take care of him,
but watch nim,wateh him all the time...
Dolly (To Count). Lebl us go ror a walk this afterneon.
Count es,yes, I shall not leave you...we shall talk and do leseons
together..
fou wlll teach ug arithuetic and history.
Historyl...No you must teach me that.( Priest and doctor enter
‘!i)";.:,l'\,l«::_qi} both 20 toward: Lucregiaq)
(Well, 18 it reconciliation?t
Imposeirlel  But he must be watched. Iou, boclior Angule, 1

gcharge you to watech him elosely,. I cannot repeat 1t too often.,
Nl

Keep him under observation...(Passes

on to speak to the Count.)







leaving usy

at Veralba this very day.(daking a mwovements Lo with-
. o

g0 with you Lo the house Or Biay @ Litllle

srandfathe
If your Mother is leaving is afternoon you ought t0 stay with

her until she goes.
How are you my lord?
Not well.

he eyesignt
Yes. kind of darkness, a vagueness about
th eyes that strain Lo 58€) il

gan ticing Lucrecia wl gstares &t him
naughtily.)...luerecia 1s ihe only one 1 see ¢leariy...Xes 1

ner...fhere she 1s...My increasing blindness oniy aliows
e Lo Bee blg thnings...the sky, llhie Bea...and S8 IS Rig...a8
§€8. She is another sea . .. lmmense ... unfathomabie.{ His voice
dies away . He remains motionless and rigid. Profound silencs.

All loock at him.)







Scene

Gregoria arrangsing furniture 3Count seated,lost in thought;lell
and Dolly.

Gregoriag Sir... (The Count does not hear; he remsine celf sbsorbed, speak
ing to himself., Cregorias comes close to him) Sir... He does not
hesr me,., His thoughts are in the ol uds.,

(To himself) The truth, the truth,.., I want the truth,
(Rfsising her voice) My lord... (Well snd Dol y run in from
the right; behind them, Don Fio)
Crandfather dear.
for & welk with uz? (Both kiss him)
bsck frym his sbhbtssacti No. You cunnot go for a wslk
children. The storh is sbove us, (Looking towards the
is raining already, (The sky darkens; a fsr off peal
of thunder is heard)
nds 1ike thunder.

forward with great respect and tiaddity) Good day

nzdo. How these little imps plsgue you. Well? Die

(#ith noble sincerity) ir, not & word. Believe me.

hat dears].. Kiss me agsin, you pregious little

r him, Don Pio.

Yesa, 1 hear ... A do not forpget w iz Lordsip said to me

1z8% night, that I wss ne 0D any Ro straw into the young

1”d£és' heads,
nd that what we need is ve our wills educated.
Rights. That is what
of that, for my part, | dont want to know anything about books;

only wsnt to know sbout thing
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B3 G 3 I
Doctor

Count ( With vitterness, cutting nim short.)Be quiel. DO
away from me all that remains of my anclent state?
Priest
Count [Ou forevid me to thinkj you would out=-do the wise POLigy
restrictions whicih these two here ( polmiing Lo Venanclo
and Gregoria) practlse on ne.
Venanc Bir,. wWe...
Priest Wnat is this, Venanclo?
ount L me contiaue...Listen to this instance of pwerfect adminls-
tration. Whea I arrived at Pardina,my good Ifriend and Ionaer
gervant,Venancio,pul a young and clever lad atl my Orders asé
valet. All my life I have had & manservaht ol that class.l
ghould have thought it lmjossibise to 40 witioul one...Weld,
do without one...yes I do wlthout one; for toeday uny young
gervant has been taken from me and you see...l am quite all rigunt.
Nell He will come back.
Dolly I should Jjusti think go.
Venanc (Wuithling his words)

Gregor (Trying to exculpate hersel We had to send hiuw t0 bring in
hay, (Priest and dogtor look at one another displeased.)
Wwhich you are bringing in no doubt for my sustenance and coii-
fort. Good. You kKeep saying that you are puor,. In wy opluion
you wili scoon 6@ very ficg. losec you onthe Wiy Lo opulence
particularly If Gregoria continues to apply L0 me her subllue

art of housekeeplng.

Gregor (Taken avaékdgmxx 8Sir, whal are you saylng?

Priest What has happened?

Count Nothilings: onuly that Crcaoriujulwujb en the Look-out Lo save ,

has stopped my favourite beveridge..good coffee..

Allow me to say , your lordehip that....
Yes, that you served coifee L0 me this worging...lt was soue

bLtteerarmea -up decoction anda tepid. I could not swallow 1€,

The beverldge, the dirty coarse cup, 1n whiciu it was served







Yenanc

Doctor
Priest
Doctor
Priest

Dolly

Gregox

Count
Venanc
Gregor
Nell
Dolly

Priest

Dolly

Nell

Count

Priest

turnsd me.
Ohithat must not bel
Gregorial I cannol belleve.f®am...
(Indignant), What a shaumel
(Taken avack, trying excuse nimsell; Gselitlielieln,
is that...
You must serve good ¢offee Tu his lordship.. IU 1lg iy OXdsr.
And mine.
It is the Counteseé's wish..
Or else the coffee will be made in my house and senl Over.

not nec¢essary, don Caruel 80 long as I am heXe. «.18

granff@idther dear that you have noftl breaklfasted? (Wilh
determination). I aw going , 1 au going to ithe kitchen éhin
very instantl
(Holding her back) amn hers for that. The young ladles have
to get dressed.
For what?
Lhie liouse of tlie Mayoress. has invited tihem.
id Xeepling her birthnday today.
. let's go.

I am not golng. I have soimeillng Lo do al howse.
Oh, 00 you must go. The Mayor told e ne would Comwe Lo feich
the young ladies..
I have said I am not golng..
1 am going.,.
(Aside to priest and doctor).You seeitney are not aiike. Ihe
difference in their chnolce ilndicates perhaps a greater differ-
ence in thelr soull . (Aloud) Leave iLhe alone; leave thew
alone; let each one obey the lupulses of her heari.(laking
leave of them affecticunately). My chilaren, dU whal pigubes jou
begst. No wore discipline, no wore controi. 1 decliare you free
and complete mistresses 0f your wills.
Come. (the children gu out by the right.)
(To Gregoria) And you, stay here... 1 have gomething more to

E}\:AJ tv Q o QUu.

(Aside to doctor) The children are going.This is the moment







0 try to reduce nlu.

Hcene X Iv.

Count ,Priest,Doctor, Venanclo aad Gregorila.

Count I am sending them away because I do not want lhese lnnocent

angels to be grieved vy my complalnts. Yes. ¥Yes. (I¢ Venuancdo

and Gregoria,with sterh dignity.) Hard is lhe Rread ol your

nouse...as hard indeed as your hearis.
When your lordship asked shelter Irouw us you oughi LU have con-—
gldered...
1 conglder that you have cot-a spark of genereosity in your
souls blackened by greed; you are not Christlans; you are not
novlie;for eéven those of huwbie origin Xnow how 10 be nokle.Xou ha
nave no delicacy ; for instead ol assuaglng wy fallen grealnses
you trample it under foot ,you, who in the warwmil and shelter
of my house have become persons|. You are ricujyuu 4o LoV Know
how to be riche I shalil know how Lo be pooOr; and since you turn
me out with your uncivil ways, 1 shall leave ills house 1n
which there is not & stone which does nol weepy Lthe wisfortunes
of Albrit.
Priest Anh nol
Doctor Wnat does it matter if we have Xeadi & wore dignlified lodglng
ready for his lordship?
Venanc His lordship does notl forgel that Pardina...ls iy propelily.
Count (With & certain affectation ol soclely mamners). Iours, yes.
You do not need to remind me of it. You will have Lhe pleasure 01 Seelng
me depart. But that will not be untili I have found ihe Lruih
I am seeking..
Venanc (Vith lively interest 1la which all share) Is your iordship
locking for & truth in Pardina¥y
Yes. A truth which 1s auv concern OI yours..
And can his lordship nol 1ook Ior .1t eleecwhere?
No. ¥or truth has hidden itsell 1a The nhouse Or lngratitude
and in this hiding hole I must pursues 1ii.

Venanc A good hunter 1s the lion of Albrit, bul this ground is for-







Count

Venanc

Count
VYenane
Priest

Count

Venanc

Count

Yenane

Count
Venanc

Count

Doctor

Count

Count

Yenanc

dll, 14,

bidden,

Who forbids 1it¥

Flrst ,her ladyshlp the Countess of Lain, the legil guardian

of her daughters who own the land we cuitivate; nean.mljmubter
Of this nouse.

(8ternly). What do you meany

Your lordship understands mwe,. 1 8ay NoO wLore.

(Aslide to Venancio) For Heaven's suke De carefull
(Angry),rising)s Be silent. It 18 not vecominyg in Jou Lo speak
discourteously to your master..

I have no master..

(Aside to Venancio restralnlng hiw) Bake carei

I aw speaking to my guesl...and 1 must warn him without offence
withoul malice, with the greatest respect...

What?t

That the gZentlemen here present,nis good friends,and this
nuable servant, propose to take his lordship...

wherey:

1o o more cuumfortable lodging than Pardins..

(In & passion) Anl How I understand youl My heart warnsd ue

Of ithis low trlck. You want to shut we upy in a felleat, perhaps

¥ i {
L RW WEBYIMK & mad_louse.

(Conciiiatingly) MMy Lorq'uo not exelie yoursell and iisten to
us ..

RBepthingly) Keep calilie.

Prison...8colitude...And for what? 80 that the lgnomwinious
truth...the dlshonour...may not come to Li&htliuay 4o oL dare
Lo benhead me,. 50 Lthey would shut me up Lax ZiX8., . oury me for
Life.

(Trying to appease him) It is not that...we are brylng ay iord,
Lo secure you & plysiecal and moral rest.

And t0 that end you would take away my liverty?

(With coarse dlsrespect) And what does your lordsnip want

your liberty for,I ask, at your age, iil...







111.15.

Wnat di 1 want my liberty fort Do you perciwnce,Claiw Lo de-
prive me of 1LY:

Venanc (Not daring to answer alflruatively,. takes a Blep towards the
Count.) I..s

Count (In & commanding volce,keeping hiu off with & gesture) Backl

lacquey lacquey...And you accomplices in this viliany...Respect an old
man. DO not bind these hands that drew you out of poverity.
(Ihreaténing tuenm) Ihgy are stlill stroung...(in & firmu ana
vigorous volce) Whno dares Lo iay hands on me , who defiles
thiese grey halrs, who touche§ these bones, I shall streton
hli at @y feel...Il shall tear him asunderl (%o ths priest

FY

who, having taken upy & position near the door ,burs his way 3

Stand vack!...(To Venancio who stands st tue oLhner Biuqﬂc AL

Lo bar his exit there 100)...Let passi.. (Dumb and awed the ¥

Priest and Venanclo move aside.)







;‘hCl glV.
Scenery of Acts 11 and 111,

Secene 1,

Priest and doctor seated consulting together ,They sre Jjust finish

ing their cigarettes;Venancio &t the door in the background,looking

into the room, Aftérwards Gregoria,

Dogctor
Priest
tion
Venancio
Greg
Docior

Priest

senen
Priest
Venuane
Gregor
senen

“Priegt
Doctor

menen

Priest

D

Yes, Then we sare agreed ,
No violence., You saw the state he got into at the mere sugges-—
tion ... (to Venancio) Tell me Venancio,ls he still in his roomj

(Seeing Gregoria approach) Gregoria will tell us,

(From the background).He is in his room alone with hi: rage.

Solitude will have calmed him down.
hag had half an hour of solitude now,(Rises impariuntly).ﬁow
time go®s!And here we sare with nothing decided yet, (Senen entes

by background casrryins & bag in his hand., )

Seene 11,

The same, denen,
Here *1 am back aﬁ;iﬁfi(LEuVU the bag on a chair)
Senen,by all the devils, you come just in time,
Have you come from Veralba?®
what news?
Fat news.
Well ,comeout with it;
Is the Countess coming back?
Tomorrow, Things are happening. You must know that the Reverend
Prior of Zaratay...
(Quickly) Yes we know...He wants to cutechise the Countess and
bring her back to the right road.Proceed.,..
Farther...the holy man consgsents to admit Count Albrit into his
monas tery., They are preparing a splendid cell for him,

Where he will live like Charles V.at Yuste,







Good, gooa.‘ﬁo now we have a cage.
i gilded cage as befits so noble a wild animal,
And what more?
Ien't that enough? Your mistress,the Countesz of Lain enatched
from the burning by the Holy Prior...two whole hours yesierday
ghut up together In the chapel and this porning not rmeh legs, ..
(Mysteriously).My information is that the true cause of what you
call conversion was & furious quarrel with,...{looking at Senen)
What does this man say?

Senen With the Marquis of Pescara.

ﬁyegor And do you think after this your mistress will continue %o pro
tect you?

denen She will continue ...for her own sake,

Venane 1t was high time to break with the Marquis,...

Gregor 1f only to give her daughters a good example.

Senen (Remembering).And by the way,the Countess ig taking the children
away.
1g

senen And 1 EKnow mOYe...

Priest A1l this is 1little concern of ours for the moment, Let us get on

with our affair,
Doctor Yes, Come. Since the Community of Zaratay consenis 1o receive

the Count’let ug inform the lMayor .

Priest And let ue srrange with kin%he easiest manner of conveying

the poor old man to his retreat.
Doctor We must waste no time,
Priest Come! (Taking leave ), Goodbyse.
Jenen oodbye for the present genitlemen, $ Priest and doctor go out

by background)

Seene . 111,

Senen, Venaneio and Gregoria,

Gregor (Takine the smsll cesce which Senen had left on a chair) We'll put







oDenen
Venanc
Gregor

oenen

Gregor
senen
Gregor
oenen

Grepor

Venanc

Venanc
Nell
Senen

Venanc

Nell
Lenen
Nell

senen

you up ,osenen,

Por a couple of nkghis days , nNo wore,

For as long as you l1like.

I1s this your luggasge thal you always csrry about with you?
Ye8,...And 1 earnestly beg my amiable hostess to ude her five
wits in looking after 1%,

ithat the Dévil do you carry about in thisTWhat & weight it is!
It is my religuary.

Rageall

You, Gre;oriaf'will answer to me for this treasure...

Be easy. 1'11 take it up to your roou,(Exit by background,Nell

aj

i
E)

pears on the rightl,

Scene 1V,

denen,Venancio,and Nell.

Here is Nell.(Going towards her), Are you young ladies not get
ting ready yeti?®

(snnoyed ). Dolly does not want to g20...5he has gone to the kit~
chen..+4And how can I dress when she has the keys of the wardrode
and won't give them to mefl

Well there ig no time to lose,

(Walking about the room) Heavens! What a nuisance!

(aside to Venancio)., Leave me alone with her for & moment,

Sfecrots...hey? 411 right. Here you are., (Exit by baokproundy )

Sscene Ve

Senen, Nell;

How ig this? My young lady knows that 1 have come from Veralba

; - N o)
and does not think of asking for news of her Mama?%

Oh yes! When is ghe coming?
Tomorrowe.

(Joyfully) Really and truly?

And 11 18 certain that when she goé: back







to Madréil,;.che will take her children with her...

Nell (caspping her hande ), Hurray!

senen To bring them out in Soecliety.

Nell You are deceiving me, bad &enen...ﬁelljif this is true and you

turn out to be right ...you shall have a better tie pin than the
one you are wearing,
(Radiant with vanity).lf my young lady will promise me to keep
a secret , 1 shall tell her ...But she must promise e that it
will remain between us two...Word of honour?

Word of honour...And the pin too,if you don't disappoint me,
(3enen holds back waiting to be predsed). Speak quickly.
Well...But you must %tell noone.

Oh! Hth a 8low coach!
A marriasge has been arranged for my young lady.

(jurpriﬁed,cglﬁuring). Tor me?

For you.,.with the eldest son of the duke of Utrech...you know

«.oyoung Utrech , Marquis of Breda..,that hat been his title for
the last eix months...There's a match for you! The young man

iz rieh, handsome,elegsanbee,

(Affecting incredulity,restraining & smile that her satisfaction

may not be seen bn her face ).Fine tales theie that you bringl
away! Do you think 1 am a fool?%

jenen (7ith a pompous eurisey inclination). 1 salute Her Excellency
the Marchioness of Breda,
¥zaxt Don't be foolish! (Wanting more information) But tell
me ...[ The voice of the Count ie heard from within calling Nell
and ﬁellﬁ&.
1 hear Albrit snorting.l do not want him %o see me,

3o out this way. (Sending him out by the right ),

Scene V1,
Nell; Count in background;
Count Nell...But where have you been you two?l have been looking for

you,calling you.,..And Dolly?







Count

Count
I‘: 2] 1 .].

Count

Nell
Count

Nell

Count

Nell

(Jro»uly).Jhu will neither drecs nor let me getl dressed,
ere ig ghe¥

You will find her in the kitchen making messes.lsn't it absurdf

1 told Gregoria she was 10 do her best for your meals

But don't you know? When 1 went up to my roonl was 8

find everything magically changed, They have put back the wash-

ing stand which they took from me yesterday; the carpet, the

curtaing ,..( With enthusiasm) You! You! Heavenly daughter of

Albrit have brought this marvel to pas 68 you

( Surprised and disconcetted)., 1 don't deserve your: blessing

this time, It is all Dolly's doing. She is playing at cooking

and housekeeping today.

'ell, but there wag snother surprisel

Anotherf?

1t wae like a falry tale! .,.The young lad who was ny valet

appears suddenly with the motst delicious coffee served in fine

¢hina,

1t 49 she! 1% ig Dolly.d

Dolly!

You can't think! ,.,.Polly ie very clever; she knows how %o cook

and to make ever ©0 many things...And she is 80 sirems-wrlled.

bent on having her own way. Poor Dolly! She thinks you are

angry with her and wants 10 win back your favour again,

1 angry%...7ell her to come ,t0 come at onoce,

(Calling to the background on right) Dolly!...Venanolo tell~™

Dolly to come...{Answering Dolly from within)...He saye he ig

not angry...Yon can come.,.(To Count ). Here she comes .

sgene V11,
Count,Nell,Dolly wearing & long coarse asapron with her sleeves

tupked up )y

1 did not waent to come in to you like this , Crendfather,

Your little sister 1o going to make herself very fine this after







Dolly

Count

Dolly

Count

Dolly

Count

Dolly

Count
Dolly
Count

Dolly

—N00N.s+«aAnd youf...Are you not going to
Do you order me to?%
No, mo 1 do not order you. Do a8 you like.
Well if you will allow me I shall stay at home, (To Nelllind you
You know quite well...¥ill you give me the key of the wardrobe
or not?
( As if compromising). Very well, (Putting her hand into & large
pocket which she hus wunder her apron,she takes out ihe key and
gives it to Nell,) Herea!

1'11 be ready in a whiff, (Bxit by right)

Joene V111,

Count; Dollys

Dolly,come here. (Passing his hands over her)...Little kitchen
apron! How elegant you are! ( Kisses her Jo 1 am not angry
with yous If 1 said anything to hurt you forgive me.

Forzive youl You! You who ousht to forgive us all for treating

you 80 badly !

1 am not so abandonned of God as I thought. (Holding hex baok)
Do not g0 away...G0lve me your hands, thess angel hands,

And how do you like the transformsation in your roomtlt took me
only & moment to do 1%,

Marvellous! Tell me , have you finished ychr cooking yet¥

Not yet, If CGregoria will iet me, 1 shall make you siopiething
delicious for tondbeht that yot will like very much,

Well done my angel.

But you don't love me,

(Teken aback). Yes, I love you...,l%t is that...

Don't think that 1 am doing these thinge 80 that you may love
me., Strike me and you will find me the same, 1 am doing it be=-
caure 1t i my duty, becauce 1 am your grand-dsughter and 1 can=~
not bear to see a man like you , once powerful and master of all

this countryside treated with negléct by ocoarse people who are







Count

08NENs e
Count

senen

not worth the dusi on the soles of your shoes,.

(With intence emotion)..sLet me kics you a thousand and one
times...little thing...30 Jyou...think...you 88Y.e»

And 1 know how to do what I say...Thie very night after supper

1 shall berin to mend your clothes...which need & good deal of

attention., That laszy OGregoria doesn't put & stit€h in theu,

el S L ,] i L .
§ Croesse his handgand gazes at her fascjnated}stra:n;n; his

~

failinz eyes to see her). And you do it for me, for me,

Thoush 1 know that you love me le:s than Nell., 1 recognize that

Nell des s your love more than I do.,..She is finer...and

very kind too.

(Somewhat disturbed). But I love you t00...It is that ..-l don't

know how 1o say it...{Iln great sonfusion).Listen...l thought 1

saw 8 certain selfishness in your sister, a certain hardness of

heart...No it cannot be Nell...{(Approaching his face to Dolly's
to see it ). only it were you!

(Taken aback and perplexed). I...what?...

I+ only it were yoO 1 {With intence emotion) You !

(Not understanding).Grandfather dear,what are you gayingtWhat

are you thinking?

(In despair throws himself into an armcheir).I am not thinking |

1 am struggling through waves of doubt. (Tenderly) Dolly, wheecre
re yout? Come to mej embra me., 1f only it were youl! (In terrim®

yeryiax;iy). 1 do not know...l do not know...God, Frovidence

will tell me the truth{Senen enters from the right) Who is 1%

Tat Providence grandfather dear; it is Senen.

Count. Dolly. venen.,

Sir...Senen Corchado,

Approach.

1 hear that your lordshipf knowing of my return,manifested
2

desire to speak to me.







Yee yes 1 sent for you.(To Dolly/ My child go back

to your little kitchen...work asway.. we shall have & fine supper

tonizht.

Agra

1 hope 80...000dbye just now, (“Kisses him and runs away ).

Sgene X.

3T et (n] o
v .\Llrlta L.‘UI‘&&JI]Q

Come nearer,l must spsak 0
(spproaching) . I am at

spiciously). Uan anyone he

senen Noone can hear us,

-

Count (Rices and goes towards Sener Jo 1 doubt if you are suffio-
iently attached to me personally to answer all i a
1 shall answer everything...provided your lordship doe:
gsk anything eontrary fto my dignity,
Your digniiy!
lord, although hubhble
Exguas xm I beg ; pard 1 shall not ask you any guesiions;
because, if it comes out now that yam we have GigDilyese
1f his lordship hopes that will give gsome seorcti of
his daughier~in-l8wWaee
(Quickly, interrupting hinm It i not that., Ve will leave Luocrec
¢cia aside, Letl u:s
her shame...]l merely want precise information with regard 0 &
mamaxan M&lle e e
oenen
Count Intimate}yy reluted at one Lim@...
Senen Quite B80..
Count The pai + Charles Eraul., You were in his service for a %ime

after you left my son. (Vehemeniliy). Senen...by all you hold

most desr, by the memory of your Mother, tell me...







senen

penen

Count

(With an impulee of dulfeucy) oMy lord, don Rodrigo, by all

your Lordship's glorious sncestors, 1 beg you not to ask me

anything...

(With intence eagerness),..At least give me a little 1light.,

some dates,,+ personal details,...Without hurting anyone ,wlth

out failing in the respect you owe your mistress,you oan tell

MNBse. e he really a frivol ue man, presunpliiouns..?

(Dryly). Somewhat...yes.

The son of a herdsman of Eraul in Navarre?(Senen nods affirme

atively) « Hig géniue for painting opened his way..Avart from
'R

his artistic education which he owed to himself and his study

of Nature, he waeg a rvrough ignorant boor.(Senen remains duub,

rj;idé; B o iuﬁenetr&ble;) Neither short nor tall, dark, with

black Byes...vigorous..+a powerful will...{Irrated by Senen's
gilence )...Answer...Lucrecia met him at one of those scuffles

called kermegsegs., You were in Erasul's serviee when he died,

(Senen nods hig hesd sffirmatively):. The day he died his friend®f carried
y | ®

senen
Count
venen

Count

off his sketches , drawings...(Senen's face darkens). They car=-
ried off also letiers from lLucrecia ... photographs...objects,...
presents with affectionate dedications,...(Senem pretends to be
shocked and to deny it ). Do not deny it...And you, you also
kept something..,.l know it.,3peak the truth.,.You possesf...
Tell me..,(Senen guards a sulky silenceBhe count,irritated,
taker him by the lapels of his coat and shakes him)., Why

are you silent, rascal?

Sir!

Answer wretch,

(#ith false dignity). Your lordship does not know me.

(Shaking him harder). Yes, I know you... Your disoretion

ig not wirtue; 1t is cowardly servility, complicliiy...¥Youn

are not the honourable man keeping silent over another's sinjg
you are the slave,obedient to the promises or the whip of the
master who has bought you,{Giving him & violent push. Senen

goes back a few steps hesitatingly.) God curse you , scoundel; ;!







Count

Don FPio

Count

May the 1light you deny me fuil youlMay your voigce be silent

for ever! May your eyes be blinded! ¥May yeu live without
poz=gessing the truth in a world of darkness, in terrible eternsal
doubt., ( With contempt snd repugnance) Begone , begone from

my presence!l

( From & distence moving backwards towards the door). The

Devil! The lion is showing his elaws, .,1'll make for safety.
(is he goes out he meets don Piogntering timidly. Aside to him,)

lake care my friend,.,,.He 1s in a fever,

Sgene X1,

Count. Don Flo,

( Advances fearfully, trembling). Sir..(The @ount does not
see or hear him), Most excellent Sir.

(Brusquely shouting), Eh! What!

(Retreats tervified). 8ir...Your lordshiv...commanded me 10, ..

to return this afternoon to...t0 go over History...

Ah yog8...(With sad kindliness). Forgive me my good Goronmdq[@st
]

harmless and innocent being in the world...(He sits downl. Come, come

Don Fio

Count

Don Pio

Count”

Don Pio
Count”®
Don Pio

Count

eloge to me ., My heart wants comfort, relief, Jjov...l want to
forgat...d want to laugh,,.Entertuin me ,Coronddo.(He falls
into a mood half humomous half melancholy).

Are the young ladieg not here?

Let them be ...What do we want with the youngz ladiesg¥ Let u:
g0 over history ourselves,

Ourselvee?

Let ue study living history...which ig the one that lauzhs.x%
Dead history nearly always weeps,

1 don't underatand.

Every living being is & hero for future history books,

Ah, yes 5ir, we 8re all..s

Heros of the eternel and never ending History.Cursed be those

who hide the truth! Blessed be those who,like you, carry an

Oren heart







sopen heart , a naked sgoul,
(Bffusively). I have never hurt anyone , Sir.My r@le in the
world comedy is to suffer always suffer,
They tell me you are the unheppiest mortal God has pul into
the world, He will know why.
Don Pio He will know. #hat 1 know 1t thet he did not put me here for
zeai® seed.
Ah, one never knows. The seed of kindness is invisible and bears

fruit where one least expects il,...ro0r Joronado, People laugh

at you when thoe y %alk of your kindneus,
lr:.(o Jo -wis Cas

-+

Se-de 1 ,4eFor 1 am 80 kind, 80 kind, that + have ended by des-
piging myself...&and Tourhine at myself, (They look at gsach other
o o J
and 1¢ﬂ:,h).
Count And voure ies the saying that has become & proverb in Jerusa¥
® ¢ A iy

5k : 3 UL T VI TR S S ~ he eV
at & bad thing it is to be goodW,

Don Pio Sir the saying is mine. 1 pronounce it & hundred times a day,

Count 3it beside me.(Don Fio draws u chaiy nesr him snd 81t down ).
Tell me Pio ...50 your wife died at last?
(9napping his fing rs)s At last, Sir, yes. 1t is two yeare
gince Hell claimed heXr.es

Count How you have suffored poor Coronado 'l tell ¥y there is no more
disovgeni zinig vica in Socleily , nond which hag wWorse consequendae
than conjugal infidell ty.

Don Pio Lt 15 ‘true 8ir,

Count Your wife,l beliave, left

vou & g00da pply of daughieXs, ..

Call them devilse your lordship,..Gaankx

b

Allow me to speak to you with a frankaess as great a3 your
kindness of heart, Your daughiers...are not your daughters
(Looking at the ground), Hard as it is %0 admit i%,.401t 18
ag your lordship says.

Count 1f you are sure of that why do you keep them with you?

Don Pio (8ighing, looking at the dount ). Habit¥.. that cloak for the

misdoings of kindness, 1 have had them with me aince they were

born...1 take the bread ouil of my mouth to give it to them,







1 have seen them growing up, growing up., The worst is that ,
when they were ehildren they were fond of me and 1 ,..why
deny it,was fond of them, think I s%ill am,,.l cannot heljy
laushs ),1 have no self respect...ls it not so
ansel..+the angel of...1 don't know what,Your con
ive me a stranze feeling of mirth.,Porgive me my friend
while sympathieing,
Let me continue my story so that youwill end by despising me,
Misfortunes of this kind wpuld make a skeleton
0
the Devil keep her...ruled me; she made me tremble

ookine at me.l ...l misht perhaps have been brave

tipers.. .before that monster I never was,As giéat

was her wantonness...she brought me her children,
born in my house.,..What ecould 1 do with the poor crea-
1t fault was it of theirs? I couldn't throw them in
grew , they were amusing, they let me love
Count Gre ¥ and r,ily). 3top, stop, do not speak any more of your
burlescue history and tragie history are inter-
woven woven. Tragedy and farce are closer friends than they appesar;$r: |
friends ,yes , like you and me,
(sighing) Unhappy we boih are ,m i...but what a difference!
Your grandchildren adore yo ey give you a thousand consok-
ations.
(Nervously). Speask to me about them |, 33 for in my mind there
is room for but one idea...There is nothing in the Universe
Nell and DOlly.
ble: 8 them!
vou fond of them?
they were my ow N et no, ic not deserve such
an honmour. 1 love them because they are my pupils, and 1 see

their innocent souls as 1 see your lordship now.







Count

(#ith interest). You who know them 80 well, tell me which of
the two seems to you the nobler, spiritunally the more beautie
ful, the most worthy to be loveds

(Meditating) 1t is not so easy %o say,..

Imagine that an inevitable law forces you to take one and to
give up the other ,(Don Pio looks surprised and taken absck).
suppose you eannot evade the terrible dilermma,

(Seratehing his head Je A difficult proposition! ci have to
choose one...one...(Decidina after long hesitation). well...
with all her mischief, all her diabolical restlessness and if
you will all her impudence, I should prefer Dolly.

And on what do you found your preference?

(Non-plussed). I do not know...There is something in that child
which seems to me better than anything I find in the world, I
am much migtaken , my lord, if the angels did not bring her.
Your Jjudjment is of course founded on observations,

(With angelic innocence) Yes, 3ir, it ieg so, When the whole
family was here two years ago, I notiged in his lordship, the
Count of Lain the same preferences,

(Gladly, with much animationd; Pio, great Pio, yourd views

are mine and it fills me with Joys (Embraces him),

afterwards Nell.

(Hurrying from the background). Grandfather dear,here come the

priest , the Ma¥or and no end of people,

(Alurne%éises) What are they looking fortWhat do they wanty of |

meft

(From the right in elegant dress and hat. Addresses the Count
in & slightly ceremonious tone) What is happening®May 1 ask
what 'is happening to my iflastrious grandfather?

(Surprised at Nell's language). Little ome I do not know youe

You gare advancing prodhgiously in knowledge of the world,







(The persons above mentioned appear in the backpround . They
group themselves sautiously eontemplatiog the Countfrom & dlse-
tance. The latter puts his arm round Dolly's waist and kisses
her )

(Te Dolly). And ¥ise Dolly, it she not going to dress?She wonld
look very prelity 100...

(To Gount), Tell Dolly to gel ready.... don't want %o £0 aloney .
(Unessy his attention fixed on those who hsve entered the room; )
§ho ig it T Whay do you wanit?

Seene X111,
Count, Nell, Dolly, Priest Doctor, Mayor, Venancio, Greforia

Don Pio, who remalns apart.

(Coming forward.) My lord,my object in coming %o Pardina is
gimply to fetch the young 1adies whom 1 have had the honowr
to invite to my garden party this afternoon,l avail myself of
the opportunity to say 10 your lordship that, in choosing for
your stay the monastery of Zaratay,we believed and believe that
we are lodging you worthily.,
(Calmly.) The idea of shutting me up then is not yours...(To
priest.)..nor yours Carmelo...
(Hesitating) The idea is not mine no..’ 1 eannot take the ecre-
dit for that.

Mayor Nor mine. But 1 spoke to the Prior; we agreed thatl you ghould
be taken in there for the rest of your days...and 1 have arre

anged everything with regard to the journey there, carriage, etc.

Count One thing remsins for me to ask.. Are you arranging to take

me there by force¥

Oh, never!

No! No!l

(In & conciliating tone coming nesrer) Your lordship will be

reasonable and will take into greaunk consideratihion the value

A

of what we are offering hlém







Doctor Do decide,
Count 1 decide ...that you will never take me there alive.,. nor
desd either ...For 1 have given directions in my will to bury me in
Polan.,
Ky lord, submit to what your friemds arrange.
(Contemptuonsly). And you,..who are you?
(Showing his baton) I am & maen who knows hie duty.
Count Now 1 know you.{Turning to the priest and doctor), ind you
also. I do not need to see you Carmelo, Angulo... The smell
of ingratitude hits me in the face,
(Pompously impatiently,taking Dolly by the arm). Miss Dolly
make your grandfather inderstand that I am the mayor of
Jerusa.,
(Letting go the Count's arm breaks out indignantly).ﬂell.
to the Mayor of Jerusa and to the priest of Jerusa, and %0 all
the mayors and all the priests there are or ever will be in
the world, 1 say that what you are doing to my grandfather is
an iniquity!
Yes , yes,
Miss Dolly!ll¢
You have failed in the respect you owe the destitute nobleman
the old man, the father of these towns. Why do you want to take
away his liberty from him? There is no more madness in him than
his love for us , and if those who have been brought up under
his shadow slight and insult him , we1his grandchildrenrnre here 1o
show the whole world the reverence due to him,
(Has risen on hearimg Dolly) Lifts his hands to the sky). Lord,
LOrd, it is she..(Turning to Don Pio who is behind ihe arm-
chair)., She is mine... Her fierceness shows 1%!

(Appearing to yield). ell, well, ..Since you will not at pres=-

ent accdpt the honourable and peaceful retreat which is offerecad
d

to you, we shall take you into my house.
Mayor Or to mine,
Dolly To your house!

Priest 1 say so because, owing to the disagreements of these last
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few days there 1s a certain incompativilitly Detween his lordship
and Venancio.

Nell Incompativrilityf %e are in our own housel

Venance (Coming forward followed by Gregoria)s. The young lady will pardon
me...The young ladies as well as his lordship are in my house,

Nell (Paunted) It is true...but...

Dolly Wnat are you saying?

Venanc I' say that for this night we will pd{ him up and serve him...

Dolly (Wwitn fierce haughtiness ). Tonightl Do I understand youtTonight

and every night in the world so long as Nell and I are here.The
ava

nouse indeed, 1is yours ...btut we are your mistresses my&EIﬁfé§:?

are your mistresses...

J
You hear itplixcept for this orchard, z=xf the lands which you

farm and which you have almbst rent free,are ours,.. ours.
We are the heirs of the House of ILain and you...Venancio,and
you,8regoria serve my CGrandfather.,.not for eharity.for char-
ity you have none,...that ils cleary but hWwecause I order you
to...You hear it?...I order you to.

Venance Noone can give orders dubl...

Gregor Her lzdyship the Countess...

Dolly (Haughtily),. Sllence ! ZPrepare the dinnerl (To Gregoria)
You.,.to the kitchen head first...Count Albrit lives with his
grand-dsugntiers. You are not keeping ue for charity...He
will dine with us ...here...(8trikes a hard blow on the table)
at this table. He will sleep in his room which I arranged...
And 1if you do not intend to go the kitchen,I shall go myself,
And 1T you have dismantled his bedroom Nell will get it reaady
again. Quickl Be offl..(To Venancio and Gregoria)lay the tablc-
Gentlemen you are invited. .

Mayor (Coldly). Thank you..

Priest There's & temper for youl

Dolly Il am an Albrit.

Count (Wwith immense tenderness %taking her in hie arms) Yes,yes of my

my bdlood, of my line.







Venanc

venanc

genén

ACT V..

2mene .

A smell square before a cnurcufiﬁ JeruBQTUr BOrwan arcillieC=—

ture; in the background, the door of the chureh; 4w Lhe right
in an angle of Lhe bullding & smaller door leadling L0 Lile ba=-—
cristy. To Lthe leftl a pussage Lo twe streels; Lo Lle rigli open
gountry. In the centre a slone cross with & seal al 1lis Dase.

Lanterns at the enbrances of thne streets. 1t is night Moonlight.

Scene L.

Benen comlng Ifrom the sireel; Venancle cowing out

gf the churcns

Have you found nim?
No. 1 have searched every sireetl in the towl...every short cut
gvery hiding hole...but 1 have not hnad the nonour O coling
acrose the Coumt..
I can vouch Tor LIt that ne 18 not in any of Lhe churclies ,liel-
mitaged or sanciuaries of Jerusa..
At what Uime did you losgse sight of hiun?

NeVe Ugelnl \.;L,;.-L‘..u'(.‘.;uul\ wiech ne lel U Lhie liQUse 1 sugn

gtate Of lrritatlion and aiigelr Lhal We wele alrfdid...

1hal e woudd Ty Lo dKe Hls 1ie? LU ol Beileve Li.1lhe pour
Old man 1% searcliing Lol e Lrulll Gl mush Live ilue 5 0u ol e
until he Linds 1.
Anb this truth, denen,...t.
(dlschlievuusly, holdlng vub ulie civeed fisl) Ihelfe ale per=-
80ns wWhno hold the trutn ia the palum of Lheldr hands...and Jjust
Ry opening ilt..(He opens 1it)..
Al You rascal.Xou Know 1t and kKeep LU dark. Let us rest here
& blteBe oOpen with your friend Venancdo..
The hetwr for egolsm has comwe, for eaci one Lo look after lidiu-

sell.







Venane Come tell me all aboub our famous adventiuress,tlie Countess of
Laln , in there (pointing ty the clhurch) wiih ner daughter Nell
devouring the saints.

fenen e Lltgeldy Withh resScara was douwnd to end in o Cuiely O Bigotiy

Venane Do you know whit her like do in the confessional?. .. upty their
eonsclences Of Ol& sins BO a8 LO have Yoouw Lor New Ones.

Senén (Angrily, shaking his L£ist at the glurch ) Ah serpent , cursed
reptiiel;,

Venane 8ay, ny gon, hLu Elie withdrawn her proteciimn Irow youd

S8énén (Coming back Lo the seat but without Bllilag aown) Just Dew-

fore she went t¢o eounfession I g0L her L0 recelve me. Well, my frliend,

I went up to her roowand I had hardly meationsd Wy request
wilern. &he broke out into ifusults agalnst Wy nwabie self...lo
breat mg iike tuat ...1 whe have Lepl ler seCrels aud guarded
her honour as If It were my owne. S0 bé it Countess of Luin:
JOu shall pay for 1t ...see 1 you doa't.

Good. GoOod. GO fur nher.And MOW,. 1ol your glldance,l'il teld
Jyou thatl Lhils worning «& soon as she Bleyped out of ler carriy
riage the Countess ordered us to Wrlng ler daughters Lo her.
POLlly would not gu.shortly afterwards the dayor caume on the
BCerne with two policemen ,demanded the Joung lady and carried

/

her Off little less than & prisoner...whnat a scenel ihe enild
aiL

WAd has & lion'sg 5&2&1;118;'&5“1‘16.&&1 0 lhe z'wuv-':mu!..'.i‘ua Count ne

heard it from his room; dbut Lhiey Co0Xx her off in such &

hurry that the good Beatlemun had no wore than tim7ko roalr

out vamnly calling on Heaven and Hell.
 a & . il e 4 ’, - - w4 i
Senen Unhappy wanl 1 assure you , frow today I au on his slde.(lan
Flo enters by the left and goes towards the elurceh,. )
Yenane Here comes Coronado. (Calling nim) Hullol don ¥lol Here we

are. (10 Saneii) Yerhaps he will have nud moge luck thaf We Lave

Scene 11,

/ o ' . 3 Ve
Venanclo; Senen . don Pig..

} you found nlu?t







Venanc
Don Plo
s,

Senen

Don Plio

Both

Don Eio

Venandc

F
Benen

Venanc

by the door which lLeads

Don Pio

genén
Don Plo
Senén

Dan Pio

Seneén

Where?
On the woor, roamling aboul like & Los8L s0ul.

He 18 mad.

¥

I should rather say exasperabed, for lhey have deprived hiun

forcivly of Miss Dolly's cuoupuny.We returiied L0 Lhe LOWn LO=-

gether, Hils ExXgellency eutered thne Mayor's houselo ulbcubs

matters with her ladysnlpy the Counitess abd Lo propode GO el ..
b ¥ 2

Whatt waat?

(Quickly, with curlosity)

Seelng thatl both perent and grand-parent Lay Clala Lo Lhe

gentle pair,the Count, Jlike Sologpon, mailntalins thul Llie dig-

puted object should he divided. A chlld for eath. A good
ldea, hay?

HUli...oHUle e They will tell nhiwm there thut ler ladysnlp 1s
at her devotiona here. You will Bee...lle idon willi lose ng
time in turaing up.(Looking towards the streel) He has had
tloe to get Lhere and Dack.
I will walt for hli Nerees.
And I shall go in and warn her ladyshlp 80 Lhat ahe may Lind
a way of escape frow this new audbush of the 0ld wane.

(. The ergan is heard. A numder of psople comwe oul of Lhe
ghurah and g0 down the Bireete. Venanclo enitels Llle ClMIcll
te the sacrisiy.)

The B sermon is over.

Scene I1l.
Bnnén. don Plo; alterwards the Counb.
(To don Fio who 18 lovking to the 1left) Well 1s he Qomiugt
I do not see Nl
Jan not you distinguish on the sShady slde OI (he Bireet
the great and unlappy ALbrit approachlingt.
I8 NOL Ne. « X028

(Looking closely) It seeuwd Lo we...Nao, 1i

here he QCUILeS . LOOK &% Nlii.

It 18 he. (The Count appears froum the leflt)







(Both g0 to meet nim)

Count
Lon FPio

Count

Senén
Count
Seneén
Count
Senén
Count
genén
Count

’
Senen

Count
on Plo

count

Don Rlo

Count

Who 18 here?

Sir.

(Recognizing him by his veice) aAll Coronade wy g£00d friend.
«esAnd you , wWho are youtl

Another of your lordsnip's govd friends...tle Lesl perhaps.

By scent and sound I know you...perfuued reptile...vade retra.

Your lordsenip 1s very uajust.

Is 1t true that your mistress is in the church?

In the Fresbliery occupylng your lordship's seat Of honour.

I deslire 1o speak Lo uer this lnstent. uwhleh way do 1 entert
It would De wore Lo your Jlordasilp's advantiuge v speas Lo we.
To youl Whatl have you (0 bay Lo wey.

First of all, thal thal she-devid, repudlaled Dy B ler devil,
is now golng through the farce of repeintance before God
Hlugell .

(To don 2ig) 18 1t truel

8ir, I 4o not know. SEuRE

Lucrecia rePentant! 1 should have Lo see i0 L0 RA Dbelieve it.
If what you say l1ls true, I do not doubi sliie will g agres 10
what L propose. ...fy Coronado wy friend...

Yes 8ir..

I beg yuvu to go to the Mayor's house. Iry (v gel 4 in on any
pretext whatscever, where Dolly isi speak %0 her.

L will go Sir.

And tell her that I aw not losing heart...that she will be
mine...mine...I have sworn it . (Lon Pio goes. lle Count

walks about in agitation..)

SCuilie dV.

»
count; Janen.

Coiufessed or waconfesued, I 4o nol belleve thut God will

LOrglveE-Lier .
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«s.bake your vile papels...XLeep Lhem Wil i JOur airiy
boscw.

Keep them my lord...The proofls are yours 0y right &8 much
&8 the truth which I have Just revedlisd Lo jou.. (aedl cComes
out of Lne sacrisily with & DeVy Ol yulliy ladies ail Weal'lng

Lile Wwihiite COWl..) Sil lieie QUilet hkellie. (e LSOO aWway L40I

the Count ) .

Scefie V..

s

Count. Bell. Bedlen aperi on tiic leli.
grandfather dear, wihy dia you nol Cowe 147 1our sSeal is
ciose 1o lle witar.
Count (Looking c¢losely ail aer) N HOWw iuvedy vou asel. 1L can
gge your white eowl.
This belonged Lo wy grandwotler, the Countess Adesalde , your

sainted wile.

( Reverenily Kkisslng the edge of 1L) Oli, my koSt preclous

jewell (Puttiing his face slili Cicser Lo Hell's)

face...radlant wiiin beauly and wajesty.
(Surprised at the old san's ewoiion ) 8ir...wWhy de
look 4t we llke LhHalY Why &re your nands lrenbilng?y
erying’

Count ( His s0ul, &lready decply LovVed, SeGns BUullerged in & wave
@f smolion.il is the convicliion tnal he huads in his hands tae
hands of the lawlul suceessor of ILodd and ALbrit ) Wb RBABAB
Jed Blossouing branch oI Adbrit, J0d Diess yow
t@ulneu. atirituting the Qld wan's wolds L@ Lie disordeled wlnd)
Grandfather dear g0 back to Pardina. lomorrow, belfure we leave
my sisler and I will Come LO Bee jyou.
{ Much agitated) DO not cowe, for you Wiili nct Ilid wme.
what! Are youwu runaing away Irow us?
YOou are ALprit's successor , ...h0e future Marculiovness of
Breda... @0 your bright way aad leave de L0 wy pulll Of dark—
ness.

(Perplexed) Grandfather dear, whal reason is there Lor such
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