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MEMOIRS \

THE WAR OF THE FRENCH

IN SPAIN.

Tur second regiment of hussars, for-
merly called Chamboran, in which I had
the honour to serve, received orders to quit
Prussia in order 'to go to Spain, the year
after the campaign which was terminated
by the battle of Friedland and the peace
of Tilsit. I thus found myself placed in a
situation to compare two kinds of war
absolutely different; the war of regular
troops, commonly httle interested in the
object of the quarrel they maintain, and
the war of resistance which a nation can
oppese to regular conquering armies.

. A2 We
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We were called from the sandy plains of
the north of Germany; we had had to do
with people, subject, for the most part, to
governments, whose forms were entirely
military.  The different sovereigns who

made up the parts of the Germanic body,
had, for more than a century, turned all

their views towards perfecting those mili-
tary institutions which might secure their
authority and serve their personal ambi-
tion ; but in accustoming their subjects to
a minutely punctual obedience, they had
weakened the national character, the only
invincible bulwark that nations can oppose
to foreign invaders.

When a province of Germany was con-
quered by the French, and could no longer
receive the orders of its sovereign, the -
ferior classes, unaccustomed to the exercise
of their own free will, dared not to act
without the commands of their govern-

ments or of their liege lords ; these govern-

ments
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ments became, by the very act of con-
quest, subordinate to the conquerors; and
the liege lords, long accustomed to witness
the hourly vexations which the people ex-

perienced from the soldiery, resigned them-
selves the more easily to the evils which

war brings in her train.

The clergy in Prussia had but little as-
cendancy over the people; the Reforma-
tion has destroyed, among the protestants,
that power which the priests preserve, even
i our days, in some catholic countries ;
and especially in Spain.  The men of let-
ters, who might have influenced public
opinion and made their wisdom subser-
vient to the cause of their country, were
but rarely called to take an active part in
public affairs. Literary reputation was
the only end of their ambition, and they
rarely addicted themselves to occupations
or studies applicable to existing circum-
stances. 'The real power of several states

n



(9.9

in Germany rested on their military sys-
tems, and their political existence could
not but depend entirely on the strength or

weakness of their governments. |
In the plains of Germany the local eir-
cumstarices of the country did not permat
the people to escape 8O easily from the
yoke of their conquerors as in some other
countriés of a different nature. ~ Small
bodies of troops kept a great extent of
conquered country in awe, and assured our
armies of subsistence. The citizéns could
have found no secure retreats if they had
tried partial revolts against us; besides,
the Germans, accustomed to a quiet and
regular life, are only roused to make a
desperate effort by the comiplete breaking
up of all their ordinary habits. |
We had: notliing to fear from the inha-
bitants of the countries conquered by our
arms, and the war of Germany had been
carried on solely by armies of regulars;
between
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between whom  there exists rather rivalry
than hatred. The success of a campaign
depended on the aggregate of the military
operations, on the aetivity and persever-
ance of the commanders; and their skill
i discovering and preventing the plans of
each other, and in bringing with skill'and
celerity great masses down on the points
of attack. All those little partial actions
were avoided, which, in war, only increase
the miseries of individuals without contri-
buting to any important advantage; and
the talents of the generals were never baf-
fled by the exertions of individuaals, or by

the spontaneous movements of the people.
In Germany we had only had to subdue
goveriiments and armies; in the Spanish
peninsula, where we were now to make
war, the government and the army were
already annihilated. The Emperor Napo-
leon had invaded Portugal and Spain; put
to flight or reduced to captivity the sove-
reigns
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reigns of those two countries, and dispersed
their military forces. We were not called
to fight against troops of the line, every
where nearly the same, but against a peo-
ple insulated from all the other continental

nations, by its manners, its prejudices, and
even the nature of its country. The Spa-

niards were to oppose to us a Tesistance
so much the more obstinate, as they be-
lieved it to be the object of the French
government to make the peninsula a secon-
dary state, irrevocably subject to the do-
minion of France,.

With regard to knowledge and the pro-
gress of social habits, Spain was at least a
century behind the other nations of the
continent. The distant and almost 1nsu-
lar situation of the country, and the seve-
ity of its religious institutiens, had pre-
vented the Spaniards from taking part in
the disputes and controversies which had
agitated and enlightened Europe during

the
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the sixteenth century, 'They scarcely
thought more in the eigh.feenth of - the
philosophical spirit which had been one
of the causes of the revolution in France:
‘Although the Spaniards were too much
‘given to indolence, and that there were
found in their administration,-.tha‘c.disor-'-
der and corruption which are the inevi-
table consequences of a long despotism,
their national character had not been sul-
lied.  Their government, arbitrary as it
was, bore no resemblance to the absolute
military power existing in Germany, where
the constant submission of each and every
one to the orders of a single one, continu-
ally pressed down the springs of individual
character. Ferdinand the Catholic, Charles
V. and Phillip IL had, it is true, usurped
almost all the privileges of the grandees
and of the Cortes, and they had annihi-
lated Spanish liberty; but the weakness
~of government, under their successors, had

always
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always left to the people, notwithstanding
the despotism of the sovereign, a practical
freedom which was often carried even to
insubordination.

In the annals of the German monar-
chies, no names were ever heard but those
of the sovereign and his armies. Since
Ferdinand the Catholic had united the dif-
ferent kingdoms of Spain; scarcely a single
reign had passed in which the people had
riot given sensible proofs of its existence
and power by imposing conditions on 1ts
masters, or by expelling their ministers or
their favourites. When the inhabitants
of Madrid: revolted, and demanded from
Charles I1I. the father of Charles IV. the
“dismissal of his minister Squilaci, the king
himself was obliged! to' appear, in order. to
compound with the people, and to employ-
the intervention of a monk, bearing a cru-
cifix in his hand. The court, which had
fled to Aranjuez, attempted afterwards to

send
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send: the Walloon guards against Madrid :
the people killed several, and the Cry ‘was,
St los: Vallones: entraran, los Borbones no
remaran—if the Walloons énter, the Bour-
bons shall not reign. 'The Walloons did not
enter; Squilaci was dismissed, and order
was restored. At Berlin and in Prussia
the inhabitants respected the soldiers of
their king, as the soldiers themselves re-
spected  their military commanders; at
Madrid, the sentinels placed on guard, to
attend to the exeeution of the orders of
their sovereign, yielded the precedence to
the meanest burgess.

The revenues of the crown were very
scanty, and consequently could maintain
but a very limited number of troops. The
tegiments of the line, with the exception
of some privileged corps, were incomplete,
ill paid, and ill diseiplined. The priests
were the only powerful executive militia
that the kings of Spain could command;
| 1t
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it was by the exhortations of the ministers
from their altars, and the presentation of
pontifical ornaments and relics that they
repressed and dissipated popular tumults.

The Spahish priests - hated the French
from patriotism and from interest ; for they
well knew that the intention was to abolish
their privileges, and to deprive them of
their viches and. temporal power. Their
opinion swayed that of the greatest part of
the nation: = Every Spaniard regarded the
public cause as his own private quarrel,
and we had, in short, almost as many in-
dividual enemies to fight as the Spanish
peninsula contained inhabitants.

The high and barren mountains which
surround and intersect Spain were peopled
by warlike tribes, always armed for the
purpose of smuggling, and accustomed to
baffle the regular troops of their own coun-
try, which were frequently sent in pursuit
of them. The untamed character of the
| inhabitants
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mhabitants of the peninsu'la,-thé mildness
of the climate, which admits of living in
the open air almost all the year, and thus
to abandon one’s dwelling upon occasion ;
the inaccessible retreats of the inland
mountains’; :the sea, which ﬁashes‘ such
extensive shores: all the great circum-
stances arising from the national character,
the climate, and local situation, could not
fail of procuring for the Spaniards num-
berless facilities for escaping from the op-
pression of their conquerors, and for multi-
plying their own forces, whether by trans-
porting them rapidly to those points on
which the French were weak, or in secur-
ing their escape from pursuit. '

When we quitted our cantonments in
Prussia to go to Spain, towards the end of
August, 1808, we had scarcely reflected on
the unforeseen obstacles which ~we might
encounter in a country so new to us. We

fancied we were marching on a short and

easy



( B )
easy ‘expedition ; conguerors m. Germany,
we did not imagine that any thing was to
stop us in future.
- Qur soldiers never inquired what coun-
try we were leading them to; but if there
were provisions where they were going,
it was the only point of view in which
they ever considered the geography of the
earth.  The world was divided by them
“into two parts, the happy zone, in which
the vine grows, and the detestable zone,
which 1s without it.

Having heard at the beginning of every
campaign that they were called upon to
strike the last blow at the tottering power
of the English; they confounded 'this
power in all its forms with England itself.
They judged of the distance which se-
‘parated them from it by the number of
marches they had made for so many years
from one end of the world to the other,
without having yet reached this kind of

' imaginary
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ynaginary and distant country,which was
constantly receding from them. At length,
said they, if the desert separated us from
itin Egypt, and the sea at Boulogne, we
shall reach it by land after we have
crossed Spain.

After baving passed .the Elbe and the
Wese'r, we reached the left bank of the
Rhine ‘and ‘France. For two months an
approaching war with Austria had been
talked of, and when we quitted Prussia
in the month of September, 1808, we were
persuaded that we were to be sent to the
Danube. It was with deep sorrow and
almost with tears in their eyes that our
hussars ' quitted Germany, that beautiful
country that they had then conquered,
that land of war from which they bore so
many remembrances of glory, and where
they had even sometimes made themselves
'individual:ly beloved.
~ We traversed France as if it had been

a land
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a land newly conquered and subjected to
our arms. The Emperor Napoleon had
ordered that his soldiers should be well
received and feasted every where; depu-
tations came to compliment us at the
gates of his good cities. 'The officers and
‘soldiers were conducted immediately on
their arrival to sumptuous banquets pre-
pared beforehand, and on our departure,
the magistrates thanked us again that we
had deigned to spend in one day many
weeks’ private revenues of their' municipal
chests. The soldiers of the graud. army
did not lose in France the habit they had
contracted in Germany, of now and then
- maltreating the citizens or peasants with
whom they lodged. The allied auxiharies,
in particular, would not comprehend why
they were not to behave in. France as in
an enemy’s country: they said 1t must be
the custom, as the French troops had not
behaved otherwise to them in Germany

and
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and in: Poland: s The rinhabitants of the
~ towns and, villages through which we pass-
‘ed, ‘suffered ‘all patiently, till' the armed
torrent was drained off.—Our troops were
composed, besides the French, of Germans,
Italians, Poles, Swiss, ‘Duteh, and even
Irish and Mameluks; these strangers were
all dressed in their national uniforms, and
spoke their own - languages ; but,  notwith-
standing the dissimilarity of manners, which
raise barriers between nations, military dis-
cipline easily  united them all under the
powerful hand of one; all these men wore
the same cockade; and' they had but one
shout of war, dnd one cry to rally.

‘We crossed the Seine at Paris; the Loire
at’' Saumur, - the Garonne at/ Bordeaux ;
there, for the first time since we left Prus-
sia; we enjoyed a few days' of rest, while
the 'rest of the'army was ~employed in
gaining ! the ‘other bank of 'the river. = We
next traversed the'wncultivated tract be-

B tween
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tween Bordeaux and Bayonne. In these
solitary plains; as in the meors of Prussia
and Poland, the sandy soil no Tonger re-
sounded under the horses’ feet, the regular
and accelerated: moise! of ‘their iron-shod
hoofs mo loniger served to renew their ar-
dour.  Vastiforests of pine and of cork
bound the horizen at an imimense distance;
one sees: at long intervals'single shepherds,
clad in black sheep-skins; meunted on stilts
six or seven feet high, and/leaning enalong
pole; they remain motionless on the same
spot, without ’ éver losing sight of their
flocks, which: feed around 'them on the
heath. Wlhen the Emperor Napoleon eross-
ed these wide  plains, the: poverty of the
country did ‘not permit it 'to furnish the
usual horse: guard of honour: he was es-
corted by a detachment of these shepherds,
who, with theirtall stilts; kept pace through

the sand with'the horses at full trot. =
‘Some leagues beyond Bayonne we reach-
ed



-

(39 )
ed the Bidassoa, a rivulet which bounds
France in the Pyrenees, . As soon as one
sets one’s foot in the Spanish territory, one
perceives a sensible diﬁ-'erﬁ-nee-.inithe aspect
of the country, and in the mappers of: the
mhabitants. The narrow crooked streets of
the towns, the grated windows, the doors
of :the houses. always carefully. shut,  the
severe and reserved air of the inhabitants
of all classes, the distrust which was gene-
rally shown. towards us, increased, the in-
voluntary. melancholy which seazﬁd ys on
our entrance:into Spain. 3 b

Wesaw the Emperor Napoleon pass bﬂ-
fﬂre she'-arrived at: Vittoria; . he was on
horseback ; the sumplicity of his green uni-
tormi-distinguishied him amidst the richly
clothed generals who surrounded him: he
waved his hand to -every individual officer,
as he passed, seeming to say—I rely on
y 011- The I'lench and the Spanmrds were
gﬂ‘thered in-crowds on his way ; the first

B 2 regar ded
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regarded him ‘as the fortune of the whole
army ¢ the” Spaniards seemed willing' to
fead in his aspect and behmrlour the fa;te of
their unhappy country. '

7" During the last days of October, 1808,
thie French army in Spain, commanded by
King Joseph, was successively joined by
the grand army of Germany. It was only
then 'that we learned;, with: astonishment,
from-our’brethren 'in ‘arms, a part of 'the
events of the Peninsula war, and the de-
tails of ' the unfortunate affairs;: which had
forced the Generals'Dupont and Junot to
capitulate in' Andalusia, and-in Portugal,
Marshal Monicey to retire from: before Va-
léntia, ‘and; inshort, the: whole/armyto
concentrate itself on the left bank 'of the
Bbro&:t bobuoerid o 2l o “harfFhe
¥ .Kil_lg Joseph “'-'a:; at '.Vi;tini'i"a‘,} with the geher'hjlé ni’.ﬁﬁ‘ “and
his guards. Marshal Moneey; with his corps d’armée; was at

Tafalla, observing and watching the Spanisharmy of General
Palafox, placed at Sanguessa, on the frontiers of Navarre and

Arragon. The troops under Marshal Ney. occupied Logrono

ud Guardia ; they had before them, in the neighbourhood of
Tudc!d,
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The 8th of November, in the night, the
imperial quarters were removed from Vit-
toria

Tudela, on the Ebro, the Spanish armies, commanded by the
Generals Castanos and Palafox, who, when united, might be
about ;10,000 strong. Marshal Bessieres was at Miranda, on
the Ebro: on retiring, he had left a garrison in the fort of Pan-
corvo; his position was covered by the numerous and well-
‘mounted cavalry of General Lassalle. Mafs_hal Lefevre oc-
cupied Durango: the corps commanded by the Marshals Bes-
sieres and Lefevre were opposed to the centre and the left
wing of the Spaniards, under Generals Belvedere and Blake.
‘The'Spanish army of the centre, placed at' Burgos, was only
from 12 to 14,000 strong. It was to be reinforced by 26,000
English, who were advancing from Portugal and Corunna,
under Generals Moore and Sir D. Baird. This force was in-
tended to sustain the army of the right, commanded by Ge.
neral Blake, in Biscay, and to keep up the communication
with the Spanish armies in Arragon and Navarre.| . |
The army of General Blake, although 30,000 strong, had
but little cavalry, thetéfore it dated not come down into the
Plains in the neighbourhood of Miranda and Vittotia: it.had
quitted its positions between Ona Frias and Erron, to seize
Bilbao, and it had advanced through the mountains which
separate Biscay from the province of Alava, as far as Zornosa
and Archandiano, towards Durango, to raise the country and
to attack the right, and cut off the communications of the
army of King Joseph. The Spanish armies of Navarre and
Arragon' were to make the same movement against the centre
and the left of the French, in order to force them to retire
by the road of Tolosa, or drive them into the defiles of Na-
varre, towards Pampeluna. Such were the projects of the
' Spaniards
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toria to Miranda. 'The next day the-whole
of the centre, of which we were a part,
marched under the immediate orders of the
Emperor.. We were to make a powerful
attack on Burgos, where the centre of the
S panlsh forces were p]aced then to threaten,
by advant:mg rapidly, the flanks of their
armies of the right and left in Biscay, and
towards the frontiers of Navarre ang:’_i Arra-
gon ;. to prevent those armies from concen-
trating themsely es towards Madrid, if they
retired ; and to cut  off, by throwmg our-
selves on their rear, all their communica-
tions, if they attempted resistance..

To effect this, our army of the rlght
formed of the corps of Marshals Victor and

Spaniards, and, the situation of affairs, when the Emperor
‘Napoleon took the command of 'the armies in Spain.

The 81st of October, the corps of Marshal Lefevre had
attacked the army of General Blake, near Durango ; he had
repulsed him, and entered Bilbao the next day, The corps
of Marshal Victor moved, on the 6th November, from Vit-
toria.to Ordunna ; it was to form, with that of Marshal Le-
fevre, the right of our army. 1157

whae | Lefevre,
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Lefevre, were to continue marching against
the army of Blake, who was retiring upon
Espinosa, after having been repulsed from
Durango and Valmaceda. Our army of
the left, under Marshals Lannes and Mon-
cey, remained in the neighbourhood of Lo-
grono and Tafalla; it awaited the result of
the action that we expected, without fail,
at Burgos, in order to. move and go up the
Ebro, towards Saragossa.

The imperial head quarters were fixed,
on the night of the 9th, at Briviesca ; the
- army under the orders of the emperor was
cantoned in theneighbourhood of that town.
The inhabitants of the country had every
wherefled to themountains on ourapproach.

At day-break, on the 10th, Marshal Soult
went, with a division of infantry, to recon-
noitre the positions of the enemy in the
direction of Burgos. On his arrival at
the village of Gamonal, he was received

by a discharge of 80 pieces of cannon.—
This
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'This was to the French the signal for: at-
tack. Marshal Soult did not wait for the
rest of the army which was following him ;
he 'engaged immediately, and averthrew
the Walloons and - Spanish guards, which
formed the chief strength of the enemy:
Marshal Bessieres, arriving soon after with
the cavalry, turned the enemy’s wings,
completed the rout, and entered Burgos
pel-mel with the fugitives. b,
Of all the army, our brigade of hussars
had remained alone in an obscure canton-
ment, two leagues in the rear of Briviesca.
The adjutant, who was to have brought us
our orders to march, lost his way, not be-
ing able to pracure a guide, and we only
began our march ‘at nine o’clock in the
morning ; we followed the track of the ar-
my all day, without evensurmising what had
passed 1n the morning in our front. When
night came we perceived, at a great distance,
the fires of the vanguard of the army. Not-
' *i_'v'iziz;hs.tanding
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withstanding the darkness, we discovered,
by the motions of our horses, that we were
crossing a field of battle ; they slackened
their pace every moment, raising their
feet cautiously, for fear of touching the
(lé'ﬂd over whom they were passing. - They
stopped sometimes to put down their heads,
and smelt with horror to the carcases of
the horses killed during the action.

- Burgos had been entirely abandoned by
its inhabitants, That great city was only
a vast solitude when our troops arrived
there immediately after the battle, and it
was given up to be plundered. In the
quarfer by which we entered were heard
on all sides the hum and confused. voices
of the soldiers, who were going and coming
m all directions in search of provisions and
utensils through the deserted houses. ' 'To
light themselves they carried enormous
torches, which they had found in the neigh-
bouring convents. A little farther, in a

part



(26 )

part of the city less visited by the troops,
were heard doleful and stifled groans from
the aged and the: sick, who, unable to fly,
had . taken refuge in a church, where they
were crowded together in great numbers ;
they were repeating prayers with their
clergy, expecting a death which they be-
lieved to be near; the feeble rays of the
sacred lamp shot through the lattices of
the church.  We passed between two high
walls of enormous bales of wool, which
the Spaniards had collected from all quar-
ters, to carry with the baggage of their
army into. the south of France, so certain
did they think themselves of gaining a
great victory over us. |
‘At eleven o’clock at night we arrived at
the bivouac designed for us, near the banks
of the Arlanzon. When day came, we saw
in the low river which run by us the bodies
of a few Spanish soldiers and monks, who
had died in battle the day before.
At
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At sﬁn*-r-i.se, on the 11th, our brigade of
light cavalry set off' to explore the country
up the Arlanzon. We discovered ata dis-
tance, on the banks of the river, troops of
peasantsand of theinhabitants of the town
retiring behind the heights, or among the
precipices of the oppositeshore. Frequent-
ly we perceived nothing but their ‘heads,
raised from time to time above the brush-
wood to see if we had passed.

Some of our flank companies met some
nuns, who had quitted Burgos during the
battle the day before. ‘These poor crea-
tures, some of whom had never been with-
out the precincts of their cloister, had walk-
ed, m their fright, as+far as their limbs
could bear them without stopping, and had
tried to conceal themselves in the groves
near the river. 'On first seeing us at a dis-
tance they had 'disp'er?;ed,-t but on our near-
er approach they gathered together, and re-
mained on their knees, close to cach other,

with
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with their heads hanging down and enve-
loped in their hoods. She who had preserv-
ed most: presence of mind, placed herself
upright before her companions. On her
face was an air of candour and dignity, and
that kind of calmness which is given by
strong emotions in a moment of despair,
The nun who stood up said, as she touched
the beads of her rosary, to the soldiers who
passed nearest, as if to implore their pro-
tection, the only three words she knew of
our language, * Bon jour, Messieurs Fran-
¢ots.”  These poor nuns were left in peace.

We spent four days in a town about four
leagues from Burgos, of whose name I am
1gnorant, because.we found ng person tq
mquire it of. The imperial quarters re-
mained at Burgos till the 22d,

This town was the centre of all the mi-
litary operations, and from thence it was
equally easy to communicate with the ar-
mics of Biscay and Arragon, to observe

their
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their marches, and to assist them in case
of meed. ._

the 'day ‘after the affair of Burgos nu-
merous detachments were sent in all direc-
tions in pursurt of the enemy, in order to
completeithe destruction of an army which
an easy victory had dispersed, but which
still might not be whelly annihilated. Ten
thousand: cavalry, with twenty pieces of
light artillery, set off to fall rapidly, by way
of Placéncia, 'L.eon,; and - Zamora, on the
rear 'of the' English army, which was be-
lieved to be at Valladolid. Marshal Soult
threw himself; by Villarcayo and Reynosa,
behind the ' Spanish army of the left. A
division of infantry went by a more direct
route to occupy the defiles of the mountains
towards St. Ander ; these troops, notwith-
standing the rapidity of their march, did
not come up with the enemy. The army of
General - Blake, in retreat ever since the
‘affair of Durango, had vainly tried to rally
" at
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at Guenes and ‘at Valmaceda successively.
Pursued by Marshal Victor in the direc-
tion" of ' Kspinosa ;: by Marshal Lefevre
in ‘that’ of Villarcayo, it had at lengtﬁ
been' totally ' defeated, ‘on the 10th of
November, at tEsrpmaﬁaJ, aftm' two days’
ﬁﬂ'htmg | | s -

'The Spanisharmies of the centre and ‘of
the left having been beaten at all points,
there only remained' the army ‘of the right
to disperse before we should march to Ma-
drid ; to this end the army of Marshal Ney
was sent from Burgos, by Lerma and
Aranda, up the Douro, and down again
towards the Ebro, in order to turn the
corps of Generals Castanos and Palafox,
who were shortly to be attacked in front
by our army of the left, under the orders
of Marshals Lannes and Moncey. These
French corps of the left still oceupied Lo-
grono and Tafalla, and were preparing to
go down the Ebro.

.

On
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~On the 15th of November our bngade
of hussars went to Lerma, to join the corps
of Marshal 'Ney, to which it thenceforth
remained provisionally attached. On the
16th, Marshal Ney’s corps went from Ler-
mato Aranda :the inhabitants alwaysaban-
doned their dwellings at our approach, car-
rying with them into their mountain-retreats
all their most precious possessions ; the. so-
litude and the desolation, which victorious
armies commonly leavebehind them, seem-
ed'to precede: us wherever we came.

In ‘approachin g the deserted towns and
villages of Castile, we no longer saw those
clouds of smoke, which, constantly rising
through the air, form a second atmosphere
over imhabited and populous cities. In-
stead of" living sounds and continual ru-
mours, we heard nothing within the circles
of ‘their walls 'but the passing bells, which
our arrival ' could not suspend, or the
croaking of the ravens hovering round the

high



( 32 )
high belfries: The houses, now empty,
served only to re-echo tardil y and discor-
dantly the deep sounds of the drum; or the
shrill notes of the, trampet.

- Lodgings were quickly dlstnbuted
eyery regiment .occupied a ward, every
company a street, according to the size of
the town; a very short time after our en-
try, the soldiers were established in their
new dwellings, as if they had come to
found a colony. This warlike and transi-
tory population  gave new names to the
places it occupied—they talked of the
Dragoon-ward; Such a company’s street ;
QOur  general’s house; The main-guard’s
square, or Parade-place..—Often on the
walls of a convent might be read, written
with charcoal, Barracks of such a battalion.
From the cell of a deserted cloister hung a
sign with a French inscription, bearing
the name of one of the first cooks in Pa-

ris ; he was a victualler, who had hasten-
ed
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ed to set up his ambulatory tavern in that
spot. . iy

When the army arrived late at night in
the place where it was to rest, it was im-
possible to distribute the quarters with re-
gularity, and we lodged militarily ; that is to
say, promiscuously and without observing
any order, wherever we could find room.
As soon as the main guard was posted, at
a ' concerted signal the soldiers left the
ranks, and precipitated themselves all to-
gether tumultuously, like a torrent, through
the city, and long after the arrival of the
army, shrieks were still heard, and the noise
of doors broken open with hatchets or
great stones. Some of the grenadiers found
out a method, as quick as efficacious, to
force such doors as obstinately resisted ;
they fired point blank into the key-holes of
the locks, and thus rendered vain the pre-
cautions of the inhabitants, who always

carefully ‘locked up their houses before
C they
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they fled, at our approach, to the moun-
tains. On the morning of the 20th, Mar-
shal Ney’s corps left Aranda; for two days
we contiued to march up the banks of
the Douro, having no news of the énemy,
‘and not méeting any where a living crea-
ture. On the 21st, a little before sun-set,
we suddenly remarked a little vacillation
in the movements of our advanced skit-
mishers; we immediately formed in squa-
drons, and shortly afterwards a detach-
ment of our advanced guard was engaged
with a corps of the enemy, which it easily
repulsed ; we made some prisoners as we
entered Almazan. s gt
Marshal Ney’s corps bivouacked under
the walls of that town for the night; the
inhabitants had entirely deserted it. It
was t00 late to make regular distributions,
and, unfortunately, we could not prevent
plunder during half an hour, to satisfy the
immediate necessities of the troops. We

sent,
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sent, that same night, several parties of
.tweﬁty-ﬁve hussars each, to reconnoitre in
different directions. The ﬂetachment which
had pursued the road to Siguenza, came
back during the night, with some baggage
and a few prisoners. |
The next day, being the 22(1 \Tnvember,
Marshal Ney’s army set out for Soria.
The 2d hussars, our regiment, was left
alone at Almazan, to guard the communi-
cation with Burgos by Aranda, and to
watch the enemy’s corps which were said
to be in the neighbourhood of Si iguenza,
Medina Ceeli, and Agreda. P
I received, at day break on the 24th,
orders to go with twentjr-_-ﬁve horse and
reconnoitre on the direct road from Alma-
zan to Agreda.  Not being able to pro-
cure a guide I went with my detachment
up the right bank of the Douro in the di-
rection indicated by a bad French map,
which led me into an error, and we lost our
c 2 way.
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way. We perceived, after four hours pain-
ful niarch,*- through cross roads, two. child-
ren, who fled towards the thicket, scream-
ing with terror ; I followed them; and sud-
denly found myself alone in an encamp-
ment of women, who had fled from:their
village with their sheep and their child-
ren, and had taken refuge in a little island
in the river. I arrived so completely un-
‘awares that I had time to assure them of
'saféty before my detachment could:follow
me. I made my interpreter, who was
with me, ask them which was the direct
road from Almazan to Agreda.  An aged
pastor, the only man who was with -the
women, answered that I had wandered
from it above four leagues, and he point-
“ed out the right road on the otherside of
the river. = We passed through a line of
villages and little towns where the only
inhabitants were men, and we at length

arrived at our place of destination.
. The
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The interpreter, whom' I made use of,
- was a Flemish deserter, whom hunger, an_d
the fear of being murdered by the pea-
sants of the country, had forced to come
to us after .the affair of Burgos; we had
nicknamed him Blanco, because, to keep
himself ivarm, he had covered his old
Walloon uniform, which was worn out and
torn, with a white dominican habit which
the hussars had given him; and he also
wore on his head the enormous hat of that
religious order.  In the inhabited villages
we went through, the peasants fancied,
when they saw him on foot marching at
our head, that he was really a monk whom
we' had forced to accompany us; they
saluted him profoundly, pitied his unhap-
py fate, and all gave money. to the reve-
rend - father,, who, proud of so many
honours, would not, even when he had an
opportunity, quit his lucrative costume.

For want of being able to precure a

cuide
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guide before we left Almazan, we lost our
way, and were nine hours marching only
four miles.” The difficulty of getting guides
was continually recurring, because the in-
habitants' deserted their villages on our
approach. " ‘" id |

"'Our regiment received orders to' quit

f

Almazan the same night. " We marched
nearly a night and ‘a day without stopping,
and joined ‘Marshal Ney just ‘as he was
entering’ Agréda by the road from Soria.

The infanfry lodged in the town. 'The
light cavalry was sent a league farther, on '
the road to Cascante, in order to cover the
position ‘of the army. 'We believed our-
selves to be close’ upon the rear of the left

wing of the Spanish forces. |
“Phe’ ¢ity' of Agreda was deserted : t‘hé
staff officer of our brigade of hussars in
vain endeavoured to find a 'guide in it,
and we were obliged to go, according to
ouf, map only, in search of the cantonment
designed
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designed for us. ~Night overtook us, we
soon lost ourselves in the mountaing; mis- .
led by the deceptions of a misty darkness
we always fancied ourselves onthe brink
of ~some precipice. = Whenever we had
marched a hundred paces we made a long
halt, while these who were at the head of
the column almost groped their way be-
tween the rocks, and we long heard in the
deep silence of the mnight the uncertain
tread of feet, and the shudderings of the
horses who were gnawing the bit, impa-
tient to get on to rest. |

We had alighted and were marching in
file, listening to, and repeating by turns,
the warnings of holes, or of precipices,
which were given in an under voice, in or-
der not to awake a corps whose half-extin-
guished fires we saw on the opposite side of
a deep ravine. 'We knew not whether they
were friends or foes, and, in our situation, an
attack of infantry must have been fatal to us, -

We
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We thus passed the greater part of the
night: in - marching and counter-marching.
The moon rose a little before day-break ;
we found. ourselves nearly in the place from
which we had set out the night before, and
we at length saw, at the bottom of a nar-
TOW va]ley,: the village where we should
have passed the night: we had been march-
ing above thirty hours. ' The impossibility
of finding guides, thus offered to us at every
step a thousand difficulties in'detail, of an
entire new kind.  In these scantily peo-
pled countries, where the whole population
was aga.insf us, we rarely found individuals,
who, ‘even for the purpose of misleading,
were| capable of giving us the slightest in-
formation concerning the enemy. ' i
- 'Welearned, but too late, that the'armies
of Generals Castanosand Palafox had been
completely defeated, at Tudela; on: the
23d;af we had arrived a day sooner at
Agreda, we should have met and taken in

| that
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that town the dispersed, columns of Spa-
niards, who were retiring upon Madrid.
The left of our army, whose movements
we were to second, had concentrated itself
on the 22d, at the bridge of Lodosa. On
the 23d, it met the Spanish right, drawn/up
in battle array, of a league in'extent, be-
tween the town of Tudela and the village
of Cascante. Marshal Lannes broke the
centre of the enemy’s line, by a division of
infantry marched in close column ; Gene-
ral Lefevre’s cavalry immediately passed
through the opening, and, by an oblique
movement, surrounded the Spanish right ;
once broken on any point, they could no
longer manceuvre, and they retired in dis-
order, leaving thirty pieces of cannon,
many dead, and a great number of prison-
ers'on the field. 526110
‘Since the retreat of King Joseph, on the
Ebro, in July, the Spaniards had racquired
s0.great a confidence in their own strength;
that
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that their anxiety, when they were to come
to action with us, was not so much con-:
cerning the means of resisting us, or of se-
curing their retreat in case of a reverse, as
lest a Frenchman should escape them.
They prejudged the event of the battle,
by ‘their own ardent desire to conquer and
destroy their enemies; ignorant of the art
of manceuvring, being afraid of not spread-
ing their columns in time to surround us;
they ' placed themselves in long shallow
lines, in plains where the supertority of our
tactics, and of our cavalry, must necessa-
rily give us the advantage. This order of
battle, bad even for well-manceuvred troops,
deprived the Spaniards of the power of re-
inforcing the points attacked by our close
columns fast enough, or of concentrating
themselves to resist our masses. ‘Qur troops
had met with more resistance in Biscay and
the Asturias, because they had to fight in
 mountainous countries, where the difficul-
ties
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ties of the ground, and the courage of indi-
viduals, may sometimes baffle the ‘calcula-
tions of military art; before. they could
reach Reihosa, they had been obliged to
conquer at Durango, at Zornosa, at Gu-
enes, Valmaceda, and last at Eﬁpinqsa; |

- Not a’ Frenchman then doubted that
such rapid victories must have decided the
fate of the Spaniards. We believed, and
Europe believed it too, that we had only
to march to Madrid, to complete the sub-
jection of Spain, and to organize the coun-
try in the French manner; that is to say, to
increase our means of conquest by all the
resources of our vanquished enemies. The
wars we had hitherto carried on had accus-
tomed us to see in a nation only its military
forces, and to count for nothing the spirit
which might animate its citizens.

On the 26th’ November, Marshal Ney’s
corps moved, by Cascante, upon Borja. A
division of General Maurice Mathieu pre-

| ceded
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ceded us by a day, making a number of pri-

soners on its march. . The 27th we arrived
at  Alagon, a little town situated four
leagues’ from ' Saragosa, 'whose! numerous
steeples appeared in the distance. -

The Arragonese had not allowed them-
- selves .to be cast 'down by the recent re-
verses of their armies ; they had resolved
to. defend ' themselves in Saragossa; they
had not been able to surround themselves
by regular fortifications, but they had con-
verted: every dwelling into a separate for-
tress, and every convent, every house, re-
quiréd -a separate assault:  this kind of
fortification is, perhaps, the best of all cal-
culated to lengthen out a siege.

Palafox had just thrown himself into the
‘town with 10,000 men, whom he had saved
after the battle of Tudela, and these same
soldiers of the army of Arragon, thatwe
had defeated almost without an effort in the
flat country, as citizens within the walls of

their
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their capital town, resisted us nearly twelve
months. 2

* Fifty thousand peasants, in ‘arms, col-
lected to defend Saragossa: they threw
themselves from every side into the town,
even through the midst of our victorious
troops, dreading lest they should arrive 'too._
late where their hearts and their country
called 'them. ' The miraculous virgin of
Pilar, said they, has protected us for ages;
in happy times we crowded as pilgrims to
her shrine, to obtain abundant harvests,
and now we will not leave her altars-de-
fenceless.

The character of the Spaniards in these
provinces has no resemblance to that of
other European nations.! Their patriotism
is a religion, as it was with the ancients,
among whom no nation allowed itself to
despair, or owned 1tself conquered even in
the midst of disasters. = The sacred eagles
of the God of the Capitol, ‘borne aloft in
i battle,
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‘battle, led the Romans on to victory; and
when, subsequent to the times of t:hiv_a]ry,
our modern armies were organized in the
Roman forms, the poiﬁt of honour took
place in our regular troops of that religious
sentiment, which attached the Roman sol-
dier to his standard.  Discipline, founded
on the military point of honour, has téught
modern armies to triumph; but it is pa-
triotism alone, political or religious, which
can render nations invincible. |

The people of Spain in general were ani-
mated solely by religious patriotism ; they
had no practical knowledge of discipline,
or of the laws of war. 'They easily aban-
doned their standards after a reverse of for-
tune; they never considered themselves
bound to keep faith with their enemies, but
they had but one interest, but one senti-
ment, — to ravénge, by every possible
means, the wrongs that the French had

done their country.
One
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- One of the insurgent peasants of Arra-
gen, among others, was seized by our skir-
mishers ; he was only armed with a gun,
and was driving before him an ass, laden
with some months’ provisions. The officer
who commanded the advanced guard took
pity on him, and ordered him to be sét at
liberty, making signs to him to escape.
The peasant at once appeared to compre-
hend ; but, left to himself, he loaded his
gun, ahd came back immediately to our
ranks to fire at his deliverer. Happily the
ball missed. This peasant hoped to die a
martyr, for killing one *?vhom he had mais-
taken for one of our principal chiefs. On
halting, he was brought before the colonel
of the regiment.

- We surrounded him from curiosityah A
motion of one of our hussars persuaded him
that he was going to be shot; he immedi-
ately, and proudly, knelt down, prayed to
God and the Virgin Mary, and thus await-

ed
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ed his death. 'We raised him, and at
night' he was sent to head-quarters. If
these men had known how to ﬁght as well
as how to die, ‘we bhOlﬂd not so easily have
passed the Pyrenees.

The division of Marshal Lannes re-
mained in Arrﬁgc-n to besiege Sﬁrr&gos’sa;
that of Marshal Ney continued by forced
marches to pursue the remains of the army
of Castanos, which was retiring on Guada-
laxara and Madrid. 'The 28th, the ad-
vanced division cut to pieces the Spanish
rear-guard, which attempted to defend the
defile of Buvierca on the Xalon.

The forced marches of our army often
continued till late at night, and in passing
the squadrons we frequently heard Italians,
Germans, or Frenchmen, singing their
national airs to lull their fatigue, or, in this
distant and hostile land, to recal a lively
| remembrance of “their absent country.’

- 'The army stopped very late at night near
deserted



(' & )

deserted towns or villages, and on our
arrival, we generally found ourselves in
absolute want of every thing; but the sol-
diers soon dispersed on all sides to forage,
and in less than an hour they collected,
at the bivouac, all that yet remained in
the neighbouring villages, -ntid

~»Around - large fires, lighted at 'intervals,
all - the implements of military cookery
were: seen.’ Here they were: busy con-
structing in  haste, ~barracks = of plank
covéred with leaves for want of straw ; there
they | were erecting tents, by stretching
across four stakes such pieces of stuffas
had been found in thedeserted houses. The
ground was strewed up and down with the
skins of the sheep just slain, guitars, pitch-
ers, bladders of wine, the cowls of monks,
clothes of every form and colour ; here the
cavalry under arms were sléeping by the
side of their horses, farther on & few of the
infantry, dressed in women’s clothes, were

D dancing
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dancing grotesquely among 'piles of arms
to the sound of discordant music. .

The moment the army departed, the
peasants descended from the neighbouring
heights, and started up on every hand, as
if out of the bosom of ' the earth, from their
~hiding-places.  They ' hastened ' back to
their dwellings. ' Our soldiers could neither
o off the roads nor lag behind the columns,
without exposing themselves to beingias-
sassinated by the peasants of themountains,
and we dared not, as in Germany, place
detached patroles or send our sick by them-
selves to the hospitals. . The foot soldiers,
who could no longer bear the march, follow-
ed their divisons on asses; they held their
long muskets in their left hands, and in their
richt their bayonets, which they used as
goads. These pacific animals; like the un-
tamed Numidian steeds: of former times,
had neitherbridles nor saddles.

On the 'ist December we were to sleep

in
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m a village situated a league to the
north of Guadalaxara; the billets were
distributed, we were going to break our
ranks and to disperse into quarters, when
some one' came to inform us that they saw
at a distance some of the enemy’s soldiers
flying.. It appeared difficult to reach
them, and two or three of the youngest of
us undertook, as sport, to pursue them ;
after having received a sign of approba-
tion from the' colonel. I fixed on one in
particular, who ran faster than the others.
He had on a uniform of azure blue, tole-
rably bright,: which, at a distance, led me
at first to take him for an officer. |
- When he saw that he could not escape,
he stopped and waited for me on the oppo-
site side of 'a 'ditch he had just lightly
leaped. ‘T thought at first that he was
going to level his piece at me, but when
I came within twenty paces of him he let.
fall his arms, took offhis hat, and said seve-

D 2 ral
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ral times over, making the most profound
bows 1n all the positions — * Monsteur,
7’ai, Uhonneur de vous saluer ; Monsteur, je
~ suis votre trés humble serviteur.” 1 stopped,
as much astonished at his grotesque figure
as at hearing him speak French. Jrelieved
him, assuring him he' had nothing to fear.
He told me that he was a dancing-master,
a native of Thoulouse; that at the time of
the rising en masse in Andalusia, he had
been put in the pillory for a fortnight, in
order to foree him to serve in the regiment
of Ferdinand VII. the uniform of which
he then wore ; 'which, as he said, was most
¢ontrary to his: pacific genius. I told him
to go to the village where the regument was.
We also made another Frenchman prison-
er, he was: the son of one of the first magis-
trates of the town of Peau in Béarn.*

petl 1o o 1s Ho0Iq " B 5y .Hmrie.d

1 * The second  of these Frenchmen alone joined the regi-
ment ; a few days afterwards the means of escape were given
him. They wére afraid of sending him to the depbt of pri-
’_ ; sSOners,
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Hurried on by the pleasure of the ride
and the impetuosity of my horse, 1 climb-
~ed one hill, which lay before me, then
another; I crossed a torrent, and arrived,
after half an hour’s hard riding, at the en
trance of a large village,which I went into.
The inhabitants, having seen me coming
from afar, were afraid that 1 should be fol-
lowed by a numerous body; the alarm in-
stantly spread among them, and they hur-
ried from all quartersto their houses, where
they were occupiedin barricading the street-
doors, preparing, according to their cus-
tom, to escape over the walls of the back
courts, Seeing that 1 was alone, they gra-
dually came out of their dwellings to the
market-place, where I had stopped. 1
heard several men repeat, with consider-
able energy, the word matar; as I did not
then know the Spanish language, I thought

soners, lest he should be shot for having been taken under
arms, and in a Spanish uniform.

at
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at first that it was a manner of expressing
their astonishment at the sight of a strang-
er; I afterwards learnt that the word
means fo kill. 'The Spaniards were not so
peaceable as the inhabitants of the plains
of Germany, where a single French soldier
gives laws to a whole town.  When I saw
the crowd increase, and the agitation aug-
ment, I began to fear lest the inhabitants
should detain me as a prisoner, and deliver
me to the enemy. I spurred my horse on
both sides, and went without the village,
placing myself on a hillock, where I was
soon followed both by the men and the
women ; I then began to make my horse
curvet, and made him leap backwards and
forwards over a low wall, and a ditch be-
hind me, to shew the inhabitants that I was
not afraid of them, and that I could easily
escape when I pleased. 'Detained by cu-
riosity, (it was the first time since we pass-
ed the Ebro that I had seen a village en-

tirely
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tirely inhabited, and above all by women,)
I returned to the height where I had at
first placed myself, and made a sign with
my ‘scabbard to the people, who began
anew to approach me, not to come within
ten paces, and tried to make them under-
stand that my horse wanted food. 'The in-
habitants, wrapped up in their great cloaks,
looked at me in silence, with a kind of as-
tonishment; keeping up, nevertheless, in
their looks and behaviour, that gravity
and that dignity which characterize the
Castilians of every age and of every class:
they appeared heartily to despise a strang-
er, ignorant of their language. |
© When I saw that they would not com-
prehend me, I tried a few words of Latin ;
that -laiﬁguage' was' often useful to us in
Spain; to make ourselves understood by
the clergy, who generally speak it tolerably
~well. A young student stepped out of the
crowdy 'and came back a few moments
' afterwards
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afterwards with the village schoolmaster ;
he was so pleased to speak Latin, and to
tell me how he had acquired such a degree
of knowledge, that he procured for me all
I wanted, and I set off soon afterwards.
‘When our regiment passed through this
same village, the next morning, it was com..
pletely deserted. I lost my way in the
dark as I went back to my quarters, and
only joined my comrades at midnight,
The next day, December 2d, we took up
our quarters in the neighbourhood of the
town of Alcala de Henares; we met a
squadron of Polish lancers, which Marshal
Bessieres had sent from St. Augustin to
reconnoitre towards Guadalaxara; from
them we learned, that the advanced guard
of the army of the centre had arrived be-
fore Madrid, We were now only: three
- leagues from that gapital. ngialo-ed)
- The Emperor Napoleon had set out on
the 22d November, from Burgos, for Aran-
da,
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da, in order to observe, and support, if ne-
cessary, the movements of the army of the
left, upon the Ebro, against the Spanish
right, - The  20th  November, nine days
after the affair of Tudela, the Emperor had
marched against Madrid, with the army
of the centre, by the direct road of the
Castiles : ‘he had left Marshal Soult’s corps
towards Asturia, to watch the remains of
the Spanish army of Galicia.

The vanguard of the emperor’s army
arrived, at day-break, on the 30th, at the
foot of ‘the mountain called Somo Sierra.
The Puerto, a passage of this mountain,
was defended by a division of from 12 to
15,000 Spaniards, and' by a battery of 16
pieces of cannon. Three regiments of in-
fantry, of the first division, and six pieces
of cannon, commenced the attack. The
- Polish lancers of'the guard then charged
along the causeway, and carried the ene-
‘my’s batteries by assault. - 'The Spaniards,

too
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too weak to resist the Em peror Napoleon’s
army, sought safety on every side,. by fly-

ing to the rocks. LG EERCR Y ey g
- The imperial head-quarters were ﬁxed
on the 1st December, at St. Augustino.
Marshal Ney’s corps, ‘to which our regi-
ment was attached, arrived the same day,
by Guadalaxara ‘and Alca]a, to _]oln the

- Emperor. SERE, |
On the 2d December,*:in*:the’ morning,
the Emperor Napoleon preceded the main
body: of his army, and arrived, with his ca-
valry only, on the heights, close to the eca-
pital of Spain. Instead of the order one
commonly perceives on: approaching forti-
fied towns, where all the circumstances of
~war are foreseen, instead of that silence,
which is only interrupted by the deep and
lengthened call of Sentry, take heed! by
which the sentinels, placed round a ram-
part, make sure of each other’s vigilance,
were head the bells of the 600 churches of
Madnd,
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Madrid, ringing in continual peals, and,
from time to time, the sharp cries of the
mob, and the quick roll of the drum. The
inhabitants of Madrid had only thought of
their defence eight days before the arrival
of the French armies, and all their prepa-
rations were marked by precipitatitm- and
inexperience. They had placed artillery
behind sand-bags and barricades, or raised
intrenchments, in haste, with bales of wool
or cotton. The houses, at the entrance of
the principal streets, were filled with armed
men, placed behind mattresses, at the win-
dows.  The Retiro alone had been fortified
with any care ; itis a royal castle, situated
on a height which commands the capital.
One of Marshal Bessieres’ aides-de-camp
was sent, according to the custom, in the
morning, to summon Madrid ; he narrowly
escaped being torn to pieces by the inha-
‘bitants, when he proposed their submitting
to the French: he owed his life to the
protection



( 60 )
protection  of the Spanish troops of the
line.\© # s

The Emperor Napoleon employed the
evening in reconnoitring the environs of
- the city, and in fixing his plan of attack.
The first columns of the infantry having
arrived at seven o’clock in the evening, a
~ brigade of the first division, supported by
four pieces of artillery, marched against
‘the suburbs, and the sharpshooters of the
'16th regiment 'seized the great burying-
ground, after having dislodged the Spa-
niards from some’ advanced houses. 'I'he
night was employed in placing the artil-
lery, in making every preparation for an
assault on the following day.

A Spanish officer, taken at Somo Sierra,
whom the Prince of Neufchatel sent, at
midnight, ‘into’ Madrid, returned some
hours afterwards, to say that the inhabi-
tants persisted in defending themselves ;
and, on the 3d, at nine o’clock in the morn-

ing, the cannonade began. Thirty
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Thirty pieces of cannon, under the com-
mand of General Cenarmont, battered the
walls of the Retiro, while twenty pieces
of artillery of the guard, and some light
troops, made, in another quarter, a false
attack, to distract the attention of the ene-
my, and to oblige him: to divide his forces.
The light companies of Villatte’s division
entered the garden of the Retiro, by the
breach, and were soon followed by their
battalion, and, in less than an hour, the
4000 Spanish regulars, who defended this
important point, were overthrown: at ele-
ven o’clock, our soldiers already occupied
the important posts of the observatory, the
china manufactory, the great barracks, and
the palace of Medina Ceeli. Masters of all
the Retiro, the French might have burned
Madrid in a few hours. . -

The cannonade then ceased to be heard,
~ the progress .of the troops was stopped in
every direction, and a third envoy was sent

into
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into the place. It was of consequence to
the Emperor to conciliate the capital of
the kingdom he destined for his brother.
One may establish a camp, but not a court,
in the midst of ruins. Madrid, in ashes,
might, by its example, have excited a de-
sperate resistance in the other cities of the
kingdom. Besides, its destruction would
have deprived the French armies of im-
mense resources.

At five o’clock in the afternoon, General
Morla, chief of the military junto, and Don
B. Yriarte, deputed from. the city, came
back with the French envoy. They were
conducted to the Prince of Neufchatel’s
tent, They demanded a suspension of arms
during the 4th, that they might have time
to persuade the people to give themselves
up. The Emperor reproached them with
the greatest appearance of anger, for the
not executing the treaty of Balen, and for
the massacre of the French prisoners in

Andalusia ;
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Andalusia s ‘he'wished to frighten the Spa-
nish deputies 'by this feigned wrath, in
order that they might, on their return, com-
municate their terrors to those whom they
commanded. ' 'The Emperor earnestly de-
sired the reduction of Madrid to have the
appearance of 'a voluntary submission. It
was then generally believed, that the whole
of Spain would follow the example of the
capital. =

- Meantime the inhabitants refused to lay
down their arms, and they continued to
fire upon the French, from the windows of
the houses surrounding the public: walk of
the Prado. By the prisoners, ‘which were
every moment brought in, accounts of  the .
fury ‘and consternation of the ecity were
received.  Fifty thousand armed inhabit-
ants, without any discipline, ran up and
down the streets tumultuously, vociferat-
ing for orders, and accusing their leaders
of treason. The Captain General Marquis

of
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of Castellar, and the other military men of
rank, left Madrid during the night, with
the regular: troops, and sixteen pieces of
cannon. On the 4th De-::ﬁ"rxiber; at six
o’clock :in: the morning, General Morla
and Don F. de Vera came back 'to the
Prince of Neufchatel’s tent; and, at ten
o’olock, 'the French troops took possession
of Madrid.

The Emperor remained with his guard
encamped on the heights of Chamartin.
According to his usual system of war, he
sent numerous bodies on the very day of
the taking of Madrid, in all directions, to
prevent the enemy from having time to
reassemble ; and to profit by the astonish- |
ment and terror, which almost always
double the forces of the conqueror after
any great event, and for the moment para-
lyse the arms of the conquered. Marshal
Bessieres, with sixteen squadrons, pursued
the Spanish army of General la Penna, on

the
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the road of Valencia; that same army was
thrown back upon Cuenca, by General
Rufin’s division of infantry and General
Bordesoult’s brigade of dragoons. Mar-
shal Victor’s corps went to Toledo, by
Aranjuez. Generals Lasalle and Milhaud’s
divisions of cavalry followed towards Tala-
vera de la Reyna the wreck of the Spanish
' di.visioﬁ, which had been defeated at Somo
Sierra, and the troops which had escaped
from Madnd.  General La Houssave en-
tered the liscurial. .

Our regiment of hussars had passed the
2d, 8d, and 4th December in the neigh-.
bourhood of Alcala, three leagues from
Madrid. On the 5th we received orders
to join the imperial head-quarters early,
in order to bé reviewed. We had not been
arrived many minutes, on a plain, near the '
castle of Chamartin, before the Emperor
Napolecon suddenly appeared. He was
accompanied by the Prince of Neufchatel,

1> and
»
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and by five or six aides-de-camp, who could
scarcely keep up with him, so hard was he
riding. All the trumpets sounded; the
Emperor placed himself about a hundred
paces in front: of the center of the regi-
ment, and asked the colonel for the list of
officers, mnon-commissioned officers, and
privates, who had merited military distinc-
tion. The colonel immediately called
them by their names; the Emperor Napo-
leon spoke familiarly to some of the com-
mon soldiers who were. presented to him;
then addressing himself to the general
eommanding the brigade of which we
formed a part, he rapidly_put two or three
short questions to him; the general having
begun to answer rather diffusely, the Em-
peror Napoleon turned his horse without
waiting for the end of the speech, and his
departure was as sudden and as swift as
his arrival. | '

~ After the review we took the road

towards
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towards Madrid. A melancholy ' silence
had succeeded to the noisy and tumultuous
agitation which had reigned only the day
betore, both within and without the walls
of that capital. 'The streets by which we
entered were deserted, and in the public
places, even the numerous shops for eat-
ables had not been re-opened. The water
carriers were the only inhabitants who had
not interrupted their customary employ.
They walk along calling, with the slow
nasal accent of their native mountains of
Galicia, Quien gquiére agua? Nobody
appeared to buy, the aguador from time
to time ruefully answered himself Dios que
la da, and began his cry again.

- As we advanced towards the center of
Madrid, we saw a few groups of Spaniards
standing upright, wrapped in their great
cloaks, at the 'corners of a place where
they were formerly used to assemble in
great numbers. They looked at us with a

E 2 melancholy
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melancholy and dejected air ; their national
pride was so great, that they could hardly
persuade themselves that soldiers not born
Spaniards could have beaten Spaniards.
When, by chance, they discovered among
our ranks a horse, taken from the enemy’s
cavalry, and ridden by one of our hussars,
they immediately knew him by his paces,
they roused ‘themselves from their stupor,
and said to each other, Esfe cavallo es
Espanol ; as if he had been the only cause
of ‘our success. e

We only passed through Madrid; our
regiment being quartered sixteen days at
Cevolla, not far from the banks of the
Tagus, near Talavera; after which it re-
turned, on the 19th Decem ber, to form a
part of the garrison of Madrid. 'The in-
habitantsf the capital and its neighbour-
hood had recovered from their great asto-

nishment. By dEgrees they had become
accustomed to the sight of ‘the French.
The



( 69 )

The army observed the strictest discipline ;
and, at least in appearance, tranquillity
was as well established as during a time
of peace.

Before entering Madrid by the Toledo
gate, the Manganarés is crossed by a su-
perb stone bridge, sufficiently broad for
four carriages to pass a-breast with ease.
The length of this bridge, and the number
and height of its arches, would make one
believe at first sight that it was bult over
a wide river; yet the Manganarés, exhaust-
ed by daily consumption, scarcely flows,
and in some places is lost in the sand of its
bed. The immense bridges, so {requently
met with in Spain, and other southern and
mountainous countries, are necessary, be-
cause the smallest stream, increased by a
sudden influx, is sometimes instantaneous-
ly transformed into an impetuous torrent.

There exists in Spain a nobility of
cities as well as of men; 'The Spaniards

| i}l‘eserv&
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preserve so much respect for their old in-
stitutions, that their capital still bears the
name of Villa, or country-town, whereas
some poor villagers pride themselves on
that of Ciudad, or city, either because they
have received this title and the privileges
attached to it, as the reward of some great;
proofs of devotion to their country or sove-
reign, or inherited it from the ruined towns
upon which they themselves are founded.
When a Spaniard is asked where he was
born, he answérs, I am the son of such a
town; and this expression, which inti-
mately 1dentifies him with the place of his
birth, causes him to attach the more value
to the dignity of his native city. Madrid
contaifis no Roman or Moorish monuments;
before Charles V. it was but a country-resi-
dence, or sitio, where the court passed a few
months in the year, as in our days at Aran-

juez, the Escurial, and St. Ildefonso.
One is astonished on entering Madrid by
the
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the gate of Toledo and the place of
Cenada, where the market is held early in
the morning, at the tumultuous concourse
of people from the country and the pro-
vinces, diversely clothed, going, coming,
arriving, and departing. Here a Castilian
gathers up the ample folds of his cloak
with the dignity of a Roman senator
wrapped in his toga. There a drover from
La Mancha, with a long goad in his hand,
and clad in a kelt of hide, which also
resembles the ancient form of the tumec
worn by the Roman and Gothic warriors.
Farther on are seen men whose hair 1s
bound with long silken fillets, and others
wearing a sort of short brown vest, che-
quered with blue and red, which reminds
one of the Moresco garb. The men who
wear this habit come from Andalusia;
they are distinguished by their black hvely
eyes, their expressive and animated looks,
and the rapidity of their utterance. Wo-

men
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men sitting in the corners of the streets
and in the public places, are occupied
- preparing food for this passing crowd,
whose homes are not in Madrid. |
One sees long strings of mules. laden

with skins of wine or of oil, or droves of
asses led by a single man, who talks to
them unceasingly. One also meets car-
riages drawn by eight or ten mules, orna-
mented with little bells, driven with sur-
prising address by one coachman, either on
the trot, or galloping, without reins, and by
means of his voice only, using the wildest
cries.  One long sharp whistle serves to
stop all the mules at the same moment.
By their slender legs, their tall stature,
their proudly raised heads, one would take
them for teams of stags or elks. The voci-
ferations of the drivers and the muleteers,
the ringing of the church bells, which is
unceasing, the various vesture of the men,
the superabundance of southern activity,

| manifeste
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anifested by expressive gestures or shouts
in a sonorous language of which we were
ignorant, manners so different from our
own, all contributed to make the appear-
ance of the capital of Spain strange to
men coming from the north, where all goes
on so silently. We were so much the
more struck with it, as Madrid was the first
great town we had found peopled since our
entry into Spain.

The inhabitants even of Madrid have all
a grave deportment and a measured walk.
They wear, as I have already said, large
- dark-coloured cloaks. The women are in
- black, and a large black veil covers al-
most entirely their head and shoulders,
which gave rise to the saying among the
¥rench soldiers, during the first part of
their stay in Madrid, that the city was
peopled only by priests and nuns. The
women are generally short: they are re-

markable rather for the grace and elegance
' of
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of their figure, than the regularity of theif
features. Their step is bold and quick,
the covering of their feet elegant. A Spa-
‘nish woman never walks out without her
basquinna and mantilla. 'The basquinna is
a black silk or woollen gown made to fit
close; the mantilla is a large black veil
which covers the head and shoulders, and
sometimes hides all the face except the
eyes and nose. This part of the dress sets
off still more the paleness of their com-
plexion and the brilliancy of their eyes.
The young women occasionally replace
their mantilla by an inclination of the head
and an easy jerk of the right shoulder and
arm. This very graceful motion furnishes
them with the opportunity of directing, as
if by chance, a look at those who pass or
stand by them. The Spanish women
keep themselves almost always at home,
seated behind their grated balconies.
They thence observe all who pass, without

being
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being seen, and in the evening listen to
guitars, and to tender complaints skilfully
expressed in songs. Their rest is some-
times disturbed by the contentions of
lovers, who walk under their windows in
the narrow streets. '

At the hour of the siesta, especially in
summer, during the heat of the day, all
these noises were suspended, the whole
city was asleep, and the streets only re-
echoed to the trampling of the horses of
our corps of cavalry, going their rounds,
or the drum of a solitary detachment
mounting guard. This same French drum
had beaten the march and the charge in
Alexandria, in Cairo, in Rome, and in al-
most every town in Europe, from Konigs-
berg to Madrid, where we then were.

Before the French began to mix indis-
eriminately with the population of the
city the inhabitants, male and female, as
soon as the eveming bell announced the

Ave
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Ave Maria, fell on their knees in the
houses, the squares, and even in the mid-
dle of the streets; the tumult of life was
on a sudden suspended, as if this exten-
s1ve capital,' in which a whole people re-
peated simultancously the same prayer,
had been for some minutes transformed
into one vast temple.

- Our regiment remained almost a month
i the capital of Spain. I was quartered
on an old man of illustrious name, who
lived alone with his daughter. He went
regularly twice a day to mass, and once to
the place Del Sol, to learn the news. . He
sat down as soon as he came in, in a parlour
where he passed his days doing nothing.
- Sometimes he lighted his segar, and dissi-
pated his cares and his thoughts by smok-
ing: he rarely spoke, and I never saw
him laugh. He only exclaimed every half-
hour, with a sigh of dejection, Ay Jesus!
his daughter always answered in  the

same
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same words, and they both again became
silent.

A priest, the spiritual director of the
house, came every day to see my hosts, with
as much assiduity as a physician visits his
patients. He wore a fair wig to hide his
priest’s tonsure, and was habited like an
ordinary citizen, always affecting to say
that he dared not wear his canonical dress,
for fear of being murdered by our soldiers;
this useless disguise was solely for the pur-
pose of increasing the violent irritation
which already existed against the French.

Although, to appearance, the greatest
tranquillity prevailed at Madrid, our regi-
ment was always ready to mount at a
moment’s warning ; and our horses, though
in the capital, were kept constantly saddled
as if it had been an advanced post in pre-
sence of the enemy. Eleven hundred de-
termined Spaniards had, according to re-
port, remained concealed in the town when

1t
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1t capitulated, in order to raise the inha-
bitants, and to put an end to every French-
man at the first favourable opportunity.
The infantry was distributed in the con-
vents of the different quarters of the city :
the requisite furniture had not yet been
procured, to avoid being troublesome to
the inhabitants, and attach them to King
Joseph, . Qur soldiers, subjected in an
enemy’s country to the strictest discipline,
had none of the advantages which com-
pensate the rigour of the military state
in regular garrisons. 'They slept on the
cold stone in the long corridors of the
monasteries: they were sometimes in want
of the necessaries of life, and cursed the
poverty of the monks whom they had re-
placed, gaily complaining, however, of be-
ing forced to live like capuchin friars.
Amidst the strains of victory with which
our bulletins resounded, we had a con-
fused feeling of uncertainty concerning
the
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the very advantages we. had just gained ;
it might have been said that we had con-
quered upon volcanoes, . The Emperor
‘Napoleon made no public entry into
Madrid, as he had done into the other
capitals of Europe; we were told that he
was prevented by the forms imposed by
etiquette withregard to his brother Joseph,
whom he already considered as a foreign
sovereign. Encamped with' his guard on
the heights of Chamartin, he issued daily
decrees to Spain, expecting the immediate
submission ' of that kingdom, from the ter-
ror that the rapid suecess of our arms must
have produced. |

The thundering proclamations of the
Emperor Napoleon announced his tri-
umphs to astonished Furope, and mﬁde,
such parts of the Peninsula as still resisted
fear a terrible fate. Nevertheless the pro-

vinces of Spain did not seem in any haste
~ to make separate advances towards molli-

fying



(80 )

fying the implacable conqueror, and to
ward off the fatal blow which they could
not but fear. No man presented himself
to lay at the feet of Napoleon, along with
- the required tribute, those obsequious
eulogies, to which other countries had
accustomed him.  The deputations from
the city of Madrid, and a few alcades
from the places occupied by our troops,
came alone to the 1imperial quarters of
Chamartin, to make such submissions as
were dictated by fear. Twelve hundred
heads of families chosen in Madrid itself
were also summoned, and came to take
the oath of fidelity to King Joseph. But
the priests themselves had, it i1s said,absolv-
ed .them beforchand from all oaths of sub-
mission they might maketo their conquerors.

The reduction of the religious orders, and
the abolition of the Inquisition, which had
been proclaimed by the French authori-
ties, far from placing them in the iight of

' deliverers
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deliverers, only augmented - the 'violent
hatred borne them by the clergy and its
numerous followers. ; The - monks  of all
orders, who had been. turned out ‘of’ the
convents, dispersed themselves through the
country, and preached against us’ wherever
they went. . Cloaking their résentment for
the recent loss of their revenues under a
holy zeal, they sought to excite the people
against the . French by every possible
means. 'The priests loudly declared that
‘the Inquisition had only been set up against
foreigners ; and that without the Inquisi-
tion, all religious principles would have long
been destroyed in Spain, as they. had been
lost in France for more than twenty years.

The Inquisition had become much milder
during the last century; it no longer in-
spired the Spaniards with terror; and even
enlightened men had come to look upon
it as a means necessary to a weak govern-

ment, in order to curb the people and re-
1y press



( 82
ptess the power of the inferior  clefgy.
The poor began ' to consider where they
should seek, in  years of scarcity, that daily
food they were accustomed to receive at
the convent gates. | H
+'This religious people could not conceive
how' ' institutions, that they'regarded as
having ialwys ‘existed, could ever cease:
and in’ these times of misfortune every
change ' made by an enemy’s hand was
regarded as impiety. |

A few'days after the taklng of Madrid,
while our regient was still at Cevolla, on
the banks 'of ‘the Tagus, I received orders
to “carry an open despatch from General
Lasalle, who was in our front at Talavera,
to Marshal Lefévre. 'Marshal Lefévre was
to tead the despatch, and then send it
direct to the Prince of Neufchatel, I met
Marshal Lefevre at sun-set, just as he
arrived’ from Casa Rubios: In order to
spare his own 'aides-de-camp, the marshal

ordered
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ordered me to go on, and to carry the lets
ters I was entrusted with myself to the
imperial head-quarters. As I was to ride
post; 1 was obliged to leave my horse at
Maqueda, and I mounted a requisitionmule,
which, the head of, the staff forced the
alcade of the  place to- give me, ; I was
soon. on the road, in a dark night, on a
vicious mule, whose mane had been cut
quite off ; a Spanish peasant, who served
me as guide, rode before me on a mule the
tellow of mine,. When we had ridden about
a mile my guide fell, and his mule imme-
diately set off .on a gallop for his ewn vil-
lage. . I fancied that the peasant, stunned
by his fall, had fainted, and I dismounted
to help him, but I sought for him in vain
about the place where I heard him fall—
he had slipped behind the thick brush.
wood, and disappeared ; I mounted my
mule. .a_gain,'. not too certain how I was to
find my way alone. The restive beast, no

r 2 longer
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tonger hearing his companion march before
him, would neither go backwards nor fors
wards ; the more } spurred the more he
kicked ; my blows, my abuse, my threats
in French only irritated him the more. I
did not know his proper name. I was not
even aware that every Spanish mule is pro-
vided with ' one, and that the only way of
getting them onj is te say in their own lan-
guage, Go on, mule, get on, Captain, get
on Arragonese, &c. Having alighted to
tighten the' girth of my wooden saddle,
the provoked mule started to one side and
knocked me down with' a kick on the
breast, then turned into a neighbouring
path; when I recovered from my fall I
ran after him with all my strength, guided
by the sound of my stirrups, the saddle
having turned round and dragging on the
stones.  When I had run about half a
league I found my saddle, which the mule
‘had succeeded in kicking off. I took it

Ol
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on my back, and soon after reached a
large village, where the advanced guard
of one of Marshal Lefévre’s brigades had
just arrived. I procured a horse from the
alcade, and proceeded on my way, taking

good care to keep pretty near my guide.
There was no French garrison in the vil-
lage where I changed horses for the second
time. The post-master opened the door
to me himself; he was a spare hale old
man. He awoke a post-boy, and told him
to put my saddle upon an old horse which
could hardly stand, his fore legs were so
crooked. 1 began to threaten the post-
master, and, as 1 raised my voice, pointed
at the horse I wanted. 'The old man was
not to be alarmed ; he took me by the hand
with a tranquillity which instantly disarm-
ed my rage, and, making signs to me to
make no noise, he shewed me thirty or forty
peasants, asleep upon the cut straw in the
barn, at the other end of the stable. 1
took
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took  his advice, ‘and mounted ' the bad
horse, without saying another word, asto-
nished at the various sentiments indicated
by this simple trait, and reflecting on the
innumerable difficulties which the hatred
of ‘the Spaniards already opposed to us
even in the midst of our victories.

At one o’clock in the morning I arrived
at the imperial quarters at Chamartin. The
Duke of Neufchatel was awakened by one
of his aides-de-camp; I gave him the letters
I had brought, and I was sent back, at
eleven o’clock the same night, to my own
division, with fresh despatches for Marshal
Victor. Tarrived at Aranjuez in the morn-
ing; the commandant of the place advised
me to wait, before I went to T'oledo, for a
detachment which was soon to march. The
- director of the posts, attached to the first
division, had been massacred on the road
the evening before, having gone on only a
few minutes before his escort. But I had

beeh
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been told, that the orders 1 was carrying
were pressing, and continued my journey,
mounted on a small requisition  horse.
Being alone, I:was obliged to perform for
myself the offices of rear-guard, advance-
guard, and flank, galloping up every emi-
nence, and continually on the watch, for
fear of surprize. gl |

The wild horses, belonging to the royal
stud, mingled with deer and fawns, in herds
of sixty or seventy head, fled at my ap-
proach,

A few miles beyond Aranjuez, L saw, at
a distance, two Spanish peasants, who had
just fettered a French soldier, and were
~ dr