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TO MRS. MOORE.
Landan,.h{-y 4, 1809.

M’i ’BE&R AND HONOURED MOTHER,

TO you I dedicate this account nf the
late Campaign in Spain ; where your eldest Son
quitted life inf.the_ manner he had always as-

pired to.
Belrgg unablc tn write what was Wnrthy of

him, I hava cﬂllected the facts, and arranged
the materials, to enable Historians to do him

justice. .

Should they enter into his private character,

they uught to represent him as a man who felt

for his Father and Mother filial piety; and for
his Sister and Brothers fraternal affection : who
was faithful in friendship, and in his intercourse

with the world was guided by honour.
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When they shall display those qualities and
actions which properly belong to the province

of Histm;j, if, truth  be observed,, he must be

| f,---::lesEribsd as exercising his genius in the pro-

, 1011 ‘of Arms for the service of his Country,

jo ﬁ;l;ﬂch he had devnted his lle Finally, he
: ftnust* bB ShﬂWI’l leadmg on to victory a British

M i army, Whmh he had preserved by his wisdom,
and fa.llmg glnrmusly i the front of battle !

| The contemplation of what he was, Is ymﬁ'
thef consolation ; and to assist in dlsclnsmg his

achievements is the hlghest ambition of one of
his Brothers, and

Your affectionate Son,

JAMES MOORE.



PREFACE.

Tuz Public is here presented with, perhaps,
the most authentic fragment of History on
record : for Sir John Moore kept a journal of
his proceedings; and, with an exactness un-
usual in a military man, preserved every official
paper,. or letter of importance, which he re-

ceived, together with copies of those which he

wrote.

~All these documents the author has in his
possession ;-and he ha‘._s,_beside_:i, had the oppor-
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tunity of acquiring full information respecting
the events. He could not misrepresent them,
had he been so inclined, without bemg expnsed
to 1mmediate detectu:rn but he 1s under no
;emptatmn either to disguise or conceal any
_Part _ﬁf the conduct of -thé person in whom he
38 smost deeply interested. His only wish has
“ beento make a full disclosure; and with this
view he has, as much as possible, made every
individual concerned explain himself by his
own letfe_raj‘; which, together with ‘other docu-
ments, are selected and arranged inthe order

adapted to elucidate the facts.

There is also given a connecting narrative;
and such reflections are added as naturally arose
out of the transactions.

The intermingling of a multitude of letters
with the narration, though not the most con-



cise, ‘is certainly the most candid mode of

describing the Campaign ; for, af a false mfer-

ence be drawn, the reader can immediately dis=

cover it.

' One disagreeable consequence, however, is
likely to be produced by so open an explana-
tion: it wmnay irritate those whose _conduct
cannot bear investigation. The love of tran-
quillity, his professional avocations, and his
private interest, would have hindered the Au-
thor from undertaking so laborious a work,
and engaging in such vexatious hostility, had he
not been urged forward by an impulse superior to
these combined motives. He could not remamn
passive when his Brother’s memory was assailed
by ungeueruﬁs attacks and dark insinuations.
The sufferers from this publication ought to
hear in recollection, that the Author acts only
defensively ; and they should point their indig-



viil
hation against the first assailants, who are the
original cause of any: mortification which they

~may endure.

A]thnugh the reason for pnmposing this
work 1s of a private nature, yf;t 1t cannot fail
being of public utility both to Spain and Great
Britain ; for success in future operations. is
more likely to be obtained, when there is =
competent knﬂﬂiledge of the past. ;

- As many origihal documents are incorpo-
rated with the narrative, as were considered
requisite ‘ to  explain clearly the transactions,
- without embarrassing the reader .with repeti-
tions.

.
- The whole correspondence with Mr. F rere
is given, ‘except two useless letters from him,

which : were never received. by the General,



iX
and which on that account were considered as

improper to be published.

All Sir John Moore’s dispatches to the Sea
cretary of State are placed in the Appendix; the

omissions, which are very few, and quite im-
material to the public, are marked by blank

SPH’CEE.-
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" ANARRATIVE
CAMPAIGN

BRITISH ARMY IN SPAIN,

COMMANDED BY HIS EXCELLENCY

LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR JOHN MOORE,
| . B'&c. ¥e. e

ALTHOUGH The King and the British
Nation haye loudly proelaimed their admiration
of Sir John Moore ; yet, like the Great and
Good of every agé, he has not escaped the
insinuations of Hnvy, even after terminﬁtir_ng
an illustrious career by a mest glorious death.
The effects of Calumny against so noble a cha-
racter can be of no long duration: but during
that period the Relatives and Friends suffer,
and the uninformed part of the Public remain,
B
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in some degree, in suspense. It is, therefore,
incumbent on a Brother by unfolding the truth
to prove to all, that the pretended facts upon
which the malignant representations were
founded, are utterly false. |
This plain Narrative, extracted from his
own Journal, authenticated by original docu-
ments, official records, and the reports of Staff
Officers, will give to his beloved cﬂuntry'meﬁ
some faint idea of the zeal, valour, and skill,
with which he served them.
- Few private men have risen to so con-
spicuous a station as that filled by Sir John
Moore with fewer enemies. This was chiefly
owing to his modest and unassuming manners,
to firmness tempered with kindness towards
those under his command, and to a conduct to
all scrupulously just. He spent his life in the
army; and his popularity, both among Officers -
and Soldiers, never was exceeded. But uni-
versal approbation never was attained by Man ;
_ nd it must be admitted, that with Politicians
he was not sufficiently phant to be alwa}s
equally approved of by them.
The mystery in which the transactions in
Sweden were involved, gave the lovers of
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detraction an opportumfy too tempting to be
neglected.

Should it become necessary, the conduct of
Sir John Moore at that Court can be most
satisfactorily explained. But all that shall at
present be communicated is, that;

In the month of May 1808, he was en-
trusted with the command of ten thousand
men to assist Sweden against a combined at-
tack from Russia, France, and Denmark.

On the 17th of May this army reached Got-
tenburgh ; and it was soon intimated that the
tfﬂnps were not to be permitted to land ; the
soldiers and “horses, consequently, remained
tossing on board the crowded transports. Sir
John Moore prudently suppressed the feelings
excited by so inhospitable a reception, so op-
posite to what he had been led to expect: and
he repaired to Stockholm to communicate his
orders; and to concert measures for the secu-
rity of Sweden. - He there found to his sur-
prise, that, although the Swedish army was
quite inadequate even for defensive operations,
His Majesty’s thuughts were entlrely bent on.
cornquest.

It was first proposed that the British should
remain in thmr ships, till some SWEC].IS}I. regi-

B 2
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ments should be collected at Gottenburgh ;
and that the combined forces should land and
conquer Zealand. e

Upon an examination of this plan, it was
acknowledged, that the Island of Zealand,
besides containing several strong fortresses,
was filled with a far superior regular force to
any that could be assembled : and also that
the Island of Funen was full of French and
Spanish troops, which could not be hindered
from. crossing over m small bedies. Sir John
Moore, in the mildest and most respectful
manner, represented that these difficulties
seemed too great to be surmourited by the

bravest troops. |
Tt was next proposed, that the British alone
- should land in Russian Finland; storm a
fortress, and take a position there. |
" This notion was still more preposterous than
the former : and Sir John Moore endeavoured
to prove, that ten thousand British were
insufficient to encounter the principal force of
the Russian. Empire, which could quickly be
brought against them at a point so near Pe-
tersburgh. | |
. The objections which he was obliged to
make to these, and to another scheme equally
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impracticable, drew upon him the resentment
of his Swedish Majesty, who arrested him in
‘his Capital. He, however, with considerable
address, withdrew from the thraldom of Swe-
den without committing his Government: and,
conformably to his instructions, brought back
the army to England. b

At his return, he was honoured with the
approbation of the Ministers and of his Sove-
reign : indeed, there is no doubt, that, with
a General possessed of less good sense and po-
litical firmness, the Army would have been
exposed to inevitable destruction.

After having acted both in the Mediterra-
nean and in Sweden as Commander in Chief,
Sir John Moore was now superseded by Sir
Harry Burrard ; and he received the Secretary
of State’s Orders to serve in Portugal, as Third
in Command. ' |

There are few Generals in the Bntish ser-
vice who would not have resigned upon such
treatment. But, superior to modern military
etiquette, he possessed a large portion of the
antient Roman spirit ; for he has been heard
to declare, that he would never refuse serving
his Country while he was able : and- that if
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The King commanded him to act as an Ensign,
he would obey. |

In conformity to this: patriotic principle,
after resigning his command at Portsmouth to
Sir Harry Burrard, he -sailed in the fleet to
Portugal on the 31st of J uly.

Two Generals so circumstanced, seldom
live very amicably together: but Sir John
Moore, instead of behaving with dry reserve
towards the person who was thus placed over
him, evinced to Sir Harry the deference due
to his Commanding Officer ; and behaved with
so much good humour, that they lived together
1in perfect harmony.

This army did not arrive in Portugal till .
-after the battle of Vimiera, and the subsequent
armistice. - These transactions, therefore, do
not come within the scope of this narrative.
Yet it is prupei' to mention that Sir John -
Moore, upon learning the particulaﬁ of the
action, bestowed warm praises upon Sir Ar-
thur Wellesley. He declared to Sir Hew
Dalrymple, the new Commander, that he
wished to wave all pretensions derived from
his seniority; that, as Sir Arthur had done
so much, 1t was fair he should take the lead
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in the operations against Lisbon ; and, if the
guﬂd of the service should require it, he would
execute any part that was allotted to him,
without interfering with Sir Arthur.

No opportunity, however, of this kind pre-
sented itself ; as a Convention was agreed
upon between the British and French Com-
manders, for the evacuation of Portugal by the
French troops. | |

While this was’ carrying into effect, Sir Ar-
thur Wellesley applied for leave of absence,
and soon returned to England ; and several
~ General Officers followed his example.

Sir Hew Dalrymple was next recalled, and
the Command devolved upon Sir Harry Bur-
sard.  But this General, from bad health and
other causes, requested leave to resign.

It was not thought advisable by the Cabinet
again to supersede Sir J ohn Moore : accord-
mgly, on the 6th of October * dispatches ar-
rived from London, conferring upon him the h
chief command of an army to be employed in
Spam. =

It appears by various GGovernment dispatches,
that the design of sending an army to the

* Vide Appendix,. A. B. C. and D. pp. 3—17.
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North of Spain was under consideration to-
wards the end of August. But the neeessity
of transporting the army of Junot to France
occasioned this measure to be deferred. - It
was now resolved to be put into execution ;
‘and Galicia, or the borders of Leon, were fixed
upon by the War Minister as the place for as-
sembling the troops.. |

Sir John was ordered to send the Cavalry
by'land ; and it was left to his discretion to
move the Infantry and Artillery . either by sea
or land. i i dan - i

It was also communicated to bim, that fif-
teen thousand men were ordered to.Corunna :
and he was directed to give such orders to Sir

David Baird, their Commander, as would most:

speedily effect a junction of the whole force.

~ From the monient that Sir John Moore ob-
tained  this command, he exerted the utmost
activity to fulfil the instructions ; and received

-essential assistance - from  Sir Harry Burrard,

who forwarded the expedition with the greatest
zeal. Before this time little had been done for
the equipment of the troops, or for their ad-
vance: but all was accomplished with celerity ;
for thg greatest part of the troops were 1n mo-
tion 1n eight days,
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Soon after the General entered upon his _
command, he published the following Order

to his troops :

¢« GeNERAL ORDERS.

< Lisbon, 9th October, 1808.

« Tage Troops under Lieut.-General Sir
¢« John Moore will hold themselves 1n readiness
¢« to move on the shortest notice. bl og?

¢« The Lieut.-General trusts that the (General
«« Officers will lose no time in ascertaining that .
“ the Regiments under their command are in
« good order, and-complete in every equipment
¢ to enable them to keep the field.
¢« Lieut.-General Sir John Moore will take -

< an early opportunity of inspecting the several
¢ corps of the army. :

¢¢ All the heavy baggage will be left in Lis-
« bon, ‘and directions will be given hereafter
4 respecting 1t.

¢« The General Officers’ will communicate
« with the Commanding Officers of Corps,
“ upon the situation and fitness of the stores
¢ for their heavy baggage, and report there-
“ upon for ‘the information of Lieut.-General

¢ Sir J. Moore.
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¢ Directions will be given with respect to
“ the sick. 'The Lieut.-General sees with
‘“much concern the great number of this de-
““ seription, and that it daily increases. The
‘ General assures the troops, that it is owing
‘“ to their own intemperan;:e, that so many of
“ them are rendered incapable of marching
“ against the Enemy: and haﬁng stated this,
““ he feels confident that he need say no more
‘¢ to British soldiers to insure their sobriety.”

This Order was understood to have becn
relished by the soldiers, and had some effect
upon them. And previous to their setting off,
another Order was issued to instruct them in
their conduct towards the Spaniards.

,, ““ GENERAL Onrpenrs.

““ Head 2uarters, Lisbon, iSEﬂ October, 1808.
“Tur Commander of the Forces trusts,
““¢ that on the troops entering Spain, they will
< feel with him-how much it is for their honour
“ and advantage to maintain the high opinion,
‘ and cherish the good-will, which that brave
“and high- spirited people entertain towards
¢ the British Nation.
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.« The troops will generally be received by
< the inhabitants. The Spaniards are a grave,
€ nrdeﬂy people, extremely sober ; but gene-
« rous and warm in their temper, and easily
«« offended by any insult or disrespect which is
«« offered them; they are orateful to the Eng-
¢ Jish, and will receive the troops with kind-
¢ ness and cordiality.

¢« This the General hopes will be returned
« with equal kindness on the ‘part of the
¢ goldiers, ‘and that they will endeavour to ac-
« commodate themselves to their manners, be
¢ orderly in their quartérs, and not shock, by
“ intemperance, a people worthy of  their at-
« tachment, and whose efforts they are come
¢ to support in the most glorious of causes—
¢ to free themselves from French bondage, and
« to establish their national liberty and inde-
¢ pendence. |

« Upon entering Spain, in compliment to
«¢ the Spanish nation, the Army will wear the
¢« Red Cockade, in addition to their own.”

It is proper to remark here, that Bnitish ar-
mies are little experienced in the business of a
long campaign on shore. QOur warfare has
usually been carried on by maritime expe-
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ditions : and we are extremely defective in the
organization of the departments which are re-
quisite for the field ; the Commissariat particu-
laﬂy is inferior to that of France. But no part
of Military affairs was unknown to the General ;
he was capable of forming, in some degree,
what was deficient ; and, though he complains
of the inexperience of some of the departments,
he writes with approbation of their zeal and
exertions, The directions of Government were,

that the Cavalry should be sent by land ; but a

discretionary power was given to the Com-

.mander to move the Infantry, by sea or land,
- as he judged best. Upon an examination of

the subject, there was found to be no choice ;
for, independently of the uncertainty and dan-
ger of a coasting voyage in winter, which, even
when prosperous, unhinges the whole machi-
nery of an army, it was ascertained that, at
Corunna, there were hardly the means of
equipping and forwarding the corps commanded
by Sir David Baird.—The Spanish Government
deputed Colonel Lopez, a Spanish officer, who
was well acquainted with the roads and re-
sources of the country, to assist the British
army on its march, to establish magazines,
and to make the necessary arrangements with
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Sir John Moore. He confirmed the former in- . _

telligence, and pressed him, In the name of
the Junta, te'march by land ; assuring him,
that if he went by sea, one half of the army
could never leave the coast for want of ne-
cessaries. ol

The next question was, whether they should
proceed In a northerly direction, through Por-
~tugal to Almeida ; or should take the great
Rastein road to Elvas, and thenece march
through Estremadura. Necessity decided this
question likewise ; for it was found that the
whole could not be subsisted on the road by
Elvas ; no magazines having been formed  for
such a body of troops.. When the Spanish
‘Commissary General was ‘consulted on this
subject, and when the quantity of meat re-
quired by the British army was explained to
him, he computed, that, were they to be sap-
plied with the rations specified, 1 three months
all the oxen would be consumed, and very few
hogs would be left in the country. |

Strict enquiry was then made respeeting the

roads through the North of Portugal, where
there was known to be abunda'nee of food.

He found the Portuguese at Lisbon incredi-

bly Ignurantof the state of the roads of their
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own country ; but all agreed that cannon could
not be transported over the mountains, which
form the northern boundary between Spain and
Portugal. Even British Officers, who had
been sent to examine the roads, confirmed the
Portuguese intelligence.

As equipments could not be procured at Co-
runna, as food could not be supplied on the
road by Elvas, and as the artillery could not
be drawn over the Portuguese mountains, it
became absolutely necessary ' to divide the
Army, *

This distressing measure was adopted from

necessity alone. In. an absolute Government,
hike France, where the Ruler is skilled - in mi-
litary operations, and possesses power to bring
forth all the means and resources of the coun-
try, such difficulties vanish ; but in Spain and
Portugal few obstructions can ever be removed
by the Government ; they can only be evaded.

It was then determined to send five brigades
of artillery to accompany the cavalry through
Spain ; and four regiments of infantry were
added for their protection. 51

This important corps of ‘six thousand men
was™ entrusted to Lieut.-General Hope, and.
directed to march by Elvas on the Madrid road, |
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to Badajos and Hspinar. And two brigades -
under G:é,neral 'Paget moved by Elvas and Al-
cantara.

- The rest of the army moved through Pnr-

tugal

Two bngades under General Beresford went
by Coimbra and Almeida. |

Three brigades under General Fraser, by
Abrantes and Almeida.

Sir John Moore, thinking it of very great
importance that some artillery should accom-
pany these corps, ordered one light brigade of
six pounders, under Captain Wilmot, to pro-
ceed through Portugal ; and he trusted to this
Officer’s activity to transport the guns over the
mountains by dint of labour. | |

The different regiments of each division fol-
Jowed each other in succession to facilitate the
march ; Sir John Moore intending, that the
whole of the troops coming from Portugal
should unite at Salamanca ; and that Sir David
Baird and General Hope should e1ther join

them there, or at Valladolid.
The several divisions havmg moved off, Sir

John left Lisbnn on the 27 th of October *

_ * Vide Appendix, E.F. G. pp. 17—26.
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And I shall here introduce some remarks on the
state of Spain, and on the plan of the Cam-
paign decided on by the British Government.
Towards the end of summer, after the sur-
render of Dupont, the French Army retired
from Madrid, and repassed the Ebro. Their
force in this direction consisted of above 45 ,000
men concentrated in Navarre and Biscay ; their
right at Bilboa, and their left at Aybar. They
had besides garrisons in Barcelona, Figueras,
and other fortresses in Catalonia, amounting

to full 15 000 men more,

In these positions they quietly waited for
reinforcements. « And every foreign journal
announced, that vast bodies of troops of every
description were hastening through Germany
and France to Bayonne.

Durmg this period the Spanish and English
newspapers were reporting the enthusiastic
patriotism of the Spaniards; that all ranks,
young and old, had taken up arms, were eager
to rush upon their enemies, and determined to
die rather than submit to a treacherous, cruel,
and impious Invader. Such was the spirit of
‘the pr oclamations of the Provincial Juntas,—

- all vymg with each othel 11l MAgNanimous ex-
pressions. '
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But the British Government, not trusting to -
such authorities, sent Officers and Agents into
various parté' of Spain, who also extolled the
universal ardour of the country. And full cre-
~ dit appears to have been given to this descrip-
‘tion of the state of Spain ; for the British Army
was dispatched into Leon to participate in the
glory of expelling the French from the Pen-
insula. , :
The Spanish Government recommended Bur-
gos as the point of union for the British troops,
and Madrid and Valladolid were the places ap-
pointed for magazines. And Government com-
municated to Sir J ohn Moore, through ILord
William Bentinck, that it was expected he
would find between sixty and seventy thousand
men assembled under Blake and Romana, in
the Asturias and Galicia *, |
These were independent of the armies on the
front and left flank of the French position,
The latter was conceived to be the most nu-
merous of any, and placed under the command
- of the Marquis de Castanos. ‘ |
The conviction of the universal enthusiasm
of the Spaniards was, at thjs time, so preva-

* Vide Appendix, B.p. 9.
' ¢
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lent in the British Cabinet; that, in a memo-
rial transmitted for the information of Sir John
Moore by the Secretary of State, it is stated,
that the French Armies could not enter the de-
files of the Asturias without exposing them-
selves to be destmyed even by the armed
~ peasants. . | 4

But the strongest proof of the Iﬂlsmfnrmatlﬂn
upon the state of Spanish affairs i 1s this, that
in the month of September it was considered
most probable, that the Spamiards alone would
s_%:[nn drive tho French out of the Peninsula.
This conviction was so strong, that enquiries
were directed to be made by Iiord William-
Bentinck respecting the intentions of the Spa-
nish Government upon the expulsion . of the
French. And directions were’ given, under
particular circumstances, to urge the mvasion
of the South of France with a combined British
and Spanish Army..

‘Had these relations been well founded, and
had the general fervour rea]ly existed, there
could ‘have been no objections to sending the
British Army by the nearest roads to join
such numerous and intrepid allies. For the
most timid could entertain no apprehensions, if




19

the French were to be assaulted by such supe~ -
rior numbers. |

Such was the ﬂatteﬁhglpicture of affairs that
was presented to the view of Sir John Moore,
before he commenced his march, and was
enabled to Judge for himself.

In passing: through the Portuguese terrltnry,
the troops behaved with order and regularity,
which formed a striking contrast to the cruelty
and rapine that of late years disgrace the
French armies. The people were civil; but
considerable difficulties occurred respecting pro-
usmm‘hu* the troops. Setaro, a contractor at
Lisbon, had agreed to supply the divisions -
with rations on the march through Pﬂrtugal
But this man failed in his contract ; and the
divisions of General Fraser and Beresford were
obliged to be halted; and, had it not been for:
the great exertions uf the Generals, the troops
wcm]d have been long dLlﬂ} red.

There was also a great want of money, from
which excessive inconveniences resulted. Tt
had been suppnsed that Government bills W(}llld
have been accepted ; but prﬂmissury notes do
not obtain ecredit in Spain and Pﬂrtugal as in
England. At Guarda, the Chief’ Magistrate
refused to procure PI‘ﬂVlBlDHE W 1thout regular

| c 2
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payments; and the peaﬁaﬁtry had a dread of

paper money. These difficulties were, how-
ever, surmounted, but not without great ex-
pence.

The Commauder of the Fﬂrces was usually
entertained with politeness at the liouses of the
Nobility. He saw little appearance of a French
party, but was surprised to observe the slight
interest the Portuguese took in public affairs.
They were generally well inclined, but luke-
warm

As Sir J nhn NIﬂme was approachmg the
scene of action, he gradually acqulredr just
‘notions of Spanish affairs; for he was m close
cnrrespnndenw with men of candour and dis-
cernment who resided on the spot. Little
was written by them of Spanish ardour and en-
thusiasm : their letters, on the contrary, were
filled with details of the weakness and tardi-
ness of the Central Junta. ey

This assembly consisted of tlnrty two_per-
sons with equal powers. So numerous an ex-
ecutive body was ill caleulated for prompt de-
cisions. Self-interest, mutual jealousy, and
discord, distracted their councils. There was.
no predominant leader to give uniformity to
their acts, no animating passions to elevate

%



21

their minds. By cold languor, and fozgy dul-
ness, they chilled and damped the spirits of the
Nation, T | 2

The love of inﬂepgudence and hatred of a
tyrant so instantaneously excite all the energies
of Britons, that they can hardly credit the
sluggish indifference that pervaded the Spanish
nation, when menaced by the rapid approach
of the victorious armies of Buonaparte. |
- Judging what he could do, by what Spa-
niards were capable of, they thought 1t almost
impossible for his army to traverse the Pyren-
nees in winter. But should the French have
~ the temerity to effect such a passage, it was
believed they would soon be famished. These
notiens were applicable to the resources for-
merly possessed by France. But the magni-
tude of the military preparations of their pre-
sent enemy, and the celerity of his movements;
confounded all such calculations.

Lord William Bentinck saw clearly the er-
ror committed by the Spaniards. In a dis-
patch about the ‘beginning of October he ob-
serves, with a melancholy presage, * I am
¢ every moment more and more convinced,
s that a blind confidence in their own strength,
¢« and patural slowness, are the rocks upon
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# which -this good ship runs the risk of being

“¢ wrecked,” - R w—

It was Wﬂﬂdgred at in _England, why the
beld patriots, who were believed to be swarm-
Ing in Spa.il_,l, did not charge the discomfited

remains of the French armies lurking: behind

the Ebro: 'Why are they not exterminated
before they are reinforced ? o b

The Marquis de Castanos and (General Blake
could have answered thes:e enquiries very satis-
factorily to all intelligent military men : forit
1s clear from existing documents, that the Spa-
nish: armies were so weak in numbers, and so
wretchedly equipped, as to be iﬂcapahle of eri-
countering the French, even before their rein-
foreements arrived. = This deplorable deficiency
was carefully concealed, to prevent its sinking
the nation into despair.

Notwithstanding the extensive correspond-
ence which Sir John Moore carried on , ‘he
could -ohtain no certain accounts of the nurabers
or condition of the Spanish forces,  hefore the
arrival of Buonaparte. But after that event,

when they had assembled all their new levies,

it was found that the Armies of the Centre and
Right united, under the Generals Castanos

and Palafox, formed- only a force of 40,000

men, And the fol]uﬁfing extract from the Re-
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solitions of a Council of War composed of the
principil Spanish Generals, which was held af
Tudela’ on the 5th of November, exposes part
5F the distresses of these armies. Atthis period
General Bilak'e"é' army, called the Army of the
Left, was known to be in the utmost danger;

yet the Council came to this Resolution :

¢« Attention being had to the actual state of
¢« penury and want, which the Army of the
¢« Centre, destitute of the most necessary means,
« is suffering; ccnsidering also that this ef<
¢ fective force is much less than had been sup-
< posed ;- it 1s .ag_need that in the présent mo- .
- ¢ ment it cannot be of assistance to the Army
¢ of the Left, notwithstanding the convietion
« of the urgency of suich assistance,” Sod e

To give a farther view of the state of the
principal Spanish Army, I shall extract a short
passage from the Marquis of Castanos’s dis-
patches to the Secretary of the Ceniral Junta,
Nov. 25, 1808. - il

¢ I leave to your Excellency to conceive the
< critical situation of an army immoveable from
¢« its few resources, and the greatest part of
« which was composed of new levies, badly

“ clothed, and badly prbvisinﬁﬁa:ﬁ'f o

% Vide Appendix, H.p. 26.
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~This was the language of the Spaniards.
And I shall give an extract of a Letter fr_nm
Captain Whittingham to Lord William Ben-
tinck, which will show the impression that the
appearance of part of their army made upon an

English officer,

* Head 2uarters, Calahorra,
28th Oct. 1808.

“On the 25th General Castanos left this
“ place for Logrono. We arrived about four
““1n the ‘evening. The army of Castile was
“ drawn up to receive the General. Its strength
‘““ about 11,000 men. But to form any idea of
“1ts composition, it is absolutely necessary to
¢ have seen it. Tt is a complete mass of mi-
“ serable peasantry, without clothing,, without
¢ organization, and with few Officers that de.-
‘“ serve the name.

“ The General and principal Officers have
“ not the least confidence in their troops ; and,
‘““ what is yet worse, the men have no confi-
*“ dence in themselves.

¢ This 1s not an exaggerated picture; it is a
“ true portrait,” &c. &e.

" Such was the condition and amount of the
troops under Castanos and Palafox towards
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November, after all were collected that could
be raised. But in August and September they
.wera . doubtless, much fewer. Castanos found
it dangerous to appruach the French pﬂsts.
The Spamards sometimes engaged in skir-
mishes ; but were so much worsted, that they
found it prudent to keep at a distance, and
wait for reinforcements.

A similar reason accounts for the lnactmty
of General Blake during these mlpurtant
months. The dmposltmn to  exaggeration ‘in
Spain is such, that it is difficult even now to
ascertain what was the number of this army.
But it certmnly could never have been consi-
derable ; for after the arrival of Romana’s corps,
of upwards of 8000 men, and every exertion
that was made, it appears from Captain Car-
rol’s dispatches that the actual number that
fought the French did not amount to 17,000
men. And the want of Officers, of food, of
clothing, and of every - species of warlike
equipment, was lamentable. Instead of Gene- .
ral Blake bemng culpable for not attacking the
French, his error undoubtedly was ~extreme
rashness. '

Sir John Moore, by the close correspond-

ence he carried on with Lord William Ben-



tinck, Mr. Stuart, Colonel Graham, and others,
gradually penetrated the aiﬁguiséﬁ with which
the Spanish Government enveloped their affairs.
It 1s s&lf—eﬂdent thdat a Judlelmls plan of a
can:ipmgn can be formed ‘only by rhﬂechng
upon the actual’ state ‘of things: and must ne-
cessarily be All- eoﬂtnved and pmbab]y unsuc-
cessful, if drawn up on- false inte}]jgmm Yet
the Spanish’ Juntas exerted ‘all’ their finesse
to deceive, not thieir énem:,r, but their ally;
and succeeded so perfectly; as 'to lead them to
execute a plan ‘adapted to a state ‘of * circum-
stances the reverse of ‘their real’ condition.

Their high-sounding ‘proclamations, - exagge-

rated numbers, invented victories, and vaunted

enthusiasm, could not deceive him whom it

 was useful to deceive, - Buﬂnapari‘e possessed
ample means of {:ﬂ:rt-ammg exaet ‘information.
There were ‘traitors, even among the loudest
seeming patriots ; who enabled him to calcu-
late, with perfect accuracy, the precise Portmn
of patriotism seattered through Spain.

* Yet there are some facts that would lead one
almost to suspect, that the Spanish Juntas,
from excess of presumptmn 1gnnraﬂeﬁ and
a heated imagination, were so blinded, “as to.
have misled the British Cabinet unintentionally.
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For it1sa mlbknm fact that at first i:hey ;
cunﬁldereﬂ Spain - as more than a matnh for
France. They aipphﬂd to us for arms ‘and me-
ney, but said they wanted no men ; behewng
they could ‘raise more soldiers. than they re-
quired. - How long this infatuation continued,
I cannot ‘Prﬂ‘fﬁ‘ﬂd to say; but they appear to
have acquiesced In the offer of British ﬂu}{il}- |
aries on the 26th of September. ' |

It happened that accounts were brought to
the Junta at Aranjuez, Oct. 4th, of “a Let-
¢ ter having been intercepted, addmaaed by the
«« Governor of Bayonne to Marshal Jourdan
«¢ (the French Commander in Chief), wherein
¢ it is stated, that between the 16th of Octo-
¢« her and the 16th of November remforce-
- ¢ ments to the amount of 66,000 infantry and
¢ from 5 to 7000 cavalry Imght be Expected

‘“ to enter Spa.m oz’

¢ Mir. Stuart will tEil you ‘that th:s news 1s -
o> credlta&l* & |

That this news was correct, I have no doubt
Buonaparte, though he constantly attempts to
deceive the world by his public proclamations,
has too much political wisdom to ‘deceive his

# Vide ApPen,dix, Eip. 17,
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~own Generals. Nor could he have thrown
this letter purposely in the way of the Spa-
mards, as he could not wish to rouse them from
their lethargy.

This intelligence threw the Central Junta
into great alarm ; they began to think the bus=
siness was serious; Castanos was ordered to
his post, and such levies as they could collect
. were sent forward to the Ebro.

~Urgent and alarming as was the situation of
affairs, the dilatoriness of the Spanish Govern-
ment could not be corrected. So that when
Sir David Baird arrived at Corunna, Oct. 13th,
the Junta of Galicia refused him permission to
land the troops. Sir David was astonished,
and sent off expresses to Madrid and to Lis-
bon. He at last obtained leave to land ; but
his reception was so cold, and there was such
a total want of all exertion to assist him in
equipping the army for its advance,. that he
wrote to Sir John Moore to know if he had '
the sanction of the Supreme Junta for the ad-
mission of British troops into Spain.

He was at last satisfied as to this point ; but
he found, that whatever was necessary either
for the sustenance or movement of the troops
must be procured solely by his own exertions ;
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and by paying a high price to those whom he

came to assist. ; |

Sir John marched on rapidly, and reached
Atalaia Nov. 5th. Hereit was discovered, con-
trary to the information received at Lisbon,
that the roads, though very bad, were practi-
cable for Artillery. But the ignorance of the
Portuguese respecting their own country 1s
such, that the road was found out only from
stage to stage by the British Officers. This
was now a subject of serious regret; for had
the road, bad as it was, been known at first,
General Hope’s division could have marched
with the rest of the army. |

pispatﬂhes were now sent to meet him at
Truxillo, to desire that he would not trust to
report, but send -forward officers to examine '

if there were a nearer road Practir.-.a.ble for the

guns, without going round by Madrid.
Letters were here received from Lord William
Bentinck, acquainting Sir J ohn Moore that
the French reinforcements were entering Bis-
cay, and that Castanos was making some
" movements which might bring on an action ;-
and also that the Central Junta referred Sir

John to concert his movements with General
Castanos,
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The General arrived at Almeida, Nov. 8th ;
it rained incessantly ; the troops however moved
on in spite of the weather, and behaved ex-
‘tremely well : ‘but it is painful to be obliged to
make an exception of some soldiers who had
committed many daring crimes. The Com-
.mander in Chief determined to put a stop to
such disorders. © One of the soldiers who was
detected in marauding and robbing, was tried
by a General Court Martial, found guilty, and
sentenced to death. Sir J nhn Moore then

| lssued the following order.

. ““ GENERAL ORDERS.

“ November 11th, 1808,

£ NﬂTHING could be more pleasing to the

¢ Commander of the Fnrceq than to show

‘““ mercy -to a soldier of good character under

‘¢ his command, who had been led inadvert-

““ ently to commit a crime ; but he should eon-

““ sider himself neglectful of his duty, if, from

““ ill-judged lenity, he pardoned dellberate v11-
IR lamy

“ The crime committed by the Prismler now

“ under sentence, is of this nature, and there

~ “is nothing in his private character or conduct -
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«¢ which counld give.-the least hope é}f his amend-

¢« ment were he -Phrdﬂned_:. he must therefore
«¢ guffer the awful punishment to which he has
¢« heen condemned. | | i

158 The Commander of the Forces trusts that
« the troops he commands will seldom oblige
¢ him to resort to punishments of this kind ;
« and such is his opinion of British soldiers,
¢ that he is convinced they will not, if the
« Officers do their duty, and pay them proper
¢ attention. _ | ' ’

«« He however takes this opportunity to de-
¢« clare to the Army', that he 1s determined to
‘¢ shew no mercy to plunderers and marauders, .
¢ or, in other words, to thieves and villains.

¢« The Army is sent by Englmld to aid and
« 'support the Spanish nation, not to plunder
¢ and rob its inhabitants. 'And soldiers who
¢ go far forget what 1s due to their own ho-
« nour, and the honour of their country, as to
¢ sommit such acts, shail be delivered over to
« justice : the military law must take its course,
¢« and the Punishment it awards shall be in-

¢ flicted.”

. Oni.the 11th  of November the advanced
guard crossed a rjvulet which divides Spain
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from Portugal, and marched to Ciudad Ro-
drigo. The Governor of thijs town met Sir
" John two miles off ; a salute was fired from
the ramparts, and he was conducted to the
principal house of the town, and hospitably
entertained, -

The appearance of the country, and the man-
ners of the people, change most remarkably,
immediately on crossing the boundary between
- Spain and Portugal ; and the advantage is en-
tirely in favour of Spain. We were received,
on approaching Ciudad Rodrigo, with shouts
of “ Viva los Ingleses.” :

This agreeable reception was gratifying ; and
the General proceeded next day to San Martin .

a village seven leagues distant, where he lodged
at the house of the Curate, a sensible, respect-

able man, who, in the course of conversation,
told him, that on the same day the preceding
year he had lodged the French General Loison,
on his march to Portugal ; and that Junot and
the other French Generals had slépt there in
succession, | |
On the 13th of November, Sir John arrived
with his advanced guard at Salamanca, where
he halted, intending to assemble there all the
troops which were coming from Portugal. But



before he entered the town; he learnt the fate
of what was called the Army of Hstremadura.

This Spanish corps, consisting of -about
12,000 raw recruits, commanded by a very
young man, the Count Belvedere, had advanced
without support to Burgos, an open town, in
the front of the French Army. So extraordi-
nary a manceuvre was followed by a natural re-
sult. They were attacked by a supermr foree,
and completely routed.

. A few hours after Sir John arrived at Sala~
manca, he wrote to Lord William Bentinck at
Madrid, who was acting as Mlmster from the
British Court. |

Sir John Mﬂﬂrg to Lord William Bentinck.
| “ Salamanca, 13th November, 1808.

““ MY DEAR LORD,
“I aARRIVED here early in the after-
““noon. - I am not only jaded by my journey,
““ but also by the different people I have been
§f nb]iged to speak to; and only that I am
““anxious to send a Courier to you as soon as
*“ possible, I should have delayed writing - to
*“ you uptil morning. I received upon the road
o
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“ your two letters of the 8th, and that of the
¢ 9th with the enclosures, some of which shall
“ be returned to you by the next courier.
¢« ] am sorry to say, from  Sir David Baird
¢ I hear nothing but complaints of the Junta
« of Corunna, who afford him no assistance.
¢ They promise every thing, but give nothing ;
«“ and after wait[ng -day*aﬁer: day fﬂl’ carts,
< which they had Pmmisﬂ& te .procure for the
«¢ carriage of stores, his Commissary was at last
< obliged to contract for them at an exorbitant
¢ price, and then got them. This is really a
« sort of conduct quite intolerable to troops that
«« the Spanish Government have asked for, and
« for whose advance they are daily pressing.
¢ QOn my arrival here, and telling Colonel
* ¢ O¢Lowler that I wished to have supplies im-
< mediately provided on the road from Astorga
¢ to this place, for the march of the troops from
¢ Corunna, he began by telling me that a
«¢ power which he should have got, and which
¢ it was promised should be sent after him from |
¢ Madrid, had not been sent; that he had |
¢ thus no’ authority, and had hitherto been |
¢ acting upon his own credit. . Part of this was
¢ a trick—pour se_faire valoir; it tended only,
- ¢'hewever, to show me, that he was not the
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“ man who should have been selected for us :
¢ but, if selected, he should have been fur-
““ nished with every authority to make him ase-
< ful.. T run over all this to you, tht_:mgh,- per-
¢f hap"s; it should properly be addressed to M.
“ Frere; but to you I cdn state it with more
“ edse, and I shall thank you tospeak to Frere
““ upon it; when I hope he will _‘have some
~ ““ sérious communication with the Spanish Mi-
““ nistérs, and plainly tell them, if they expect
‘“ the advance of 'the British Army, they must
““ pay: somewhat more attention to its wants.
“ Proper Officers must be sént to me, vested
““ with full pewers to eall forth the resoureés of
‘“ the country. when they are wanted, and with-
““ out'delay ;- the same as is done, I presume,
““ for the Spanish Armies; we shall pay, but
‘“ they are not to allow us to be imposed  upon,
““ but to tell us what is paid by the Spanish
‘“ Government in such cases. We find no dif:
“ ficulty with the Péﬂpl& ; they receive us every
““where well. But the Authorities are back-
““ ward, and not like those of a country who
““ wish our assistance. &S
‘““ The Officer you mention to have been sent
“to Sir David Baird, travelled by slow jour-
“ neys, as if in profound peace, and conse-
| D 2
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¢ quently arrived too late, and when little

¢« wanted. The head of Baird’s column 1s this

“ day at Astorga ; but had they waited for the |

< gaid Officer, it would have been still at Co-
¢ yunna. The Spaniards seem to think that
“ every body should fly but themselves *.—

¢ The troops from Lisbon begin to march In |
¢ here to-morrow, and will continue to arrive |
- ¢ by corps daily until the 23d, when the whole |
¢« will be assembled. I have directed Baird |
¢ also to continue the march of his troops on
¢« Benavente, as soon as supplies permit it; and
¢ by the time the head reaches Benavente, I 8
“¢ shall probably direct it to proceed on to Za- ;‘
¢¢ mora, and close the whole as near to me at |
‘ this place, as cover will admit ; probably by ©
<¢ the 23d instant the rear of Baird’s will ‘be |
¢ about Zamora, but it will depend on the aid
“ und activity of the Authorities of the country;
«¢ if they are slow, it is impossible for me to be |
< quick. All this, however, is upon the sup- |
¢ position that the French do not disturb us; 1
¢ and I suppose you know they are at Burgc:;s.
¢« At Ciudad Rodrigo, I received a letter by {'
< express from El Conde de Belvedere, from |

«« Burgos, dated the 9th, stating that he ex- |

* Vide Appendix, 1. p. 27.

s T -'.—'-.li-ir-t'l‘i‘ o ol '-I'II Fole i al l‘:
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« pected to ‘be attacked by superior numbers,
¢¢'and begging that I would hasten to his assist-
¢ ance. I wrote to him that I had been march-
“ing for some time with all the haste 1 could ;
« but, if he was to be attacked so soon, it was
“ impossible for me to render him any assist-
¢ ance ; and he should report his situation to
¢« Madrid. Upon my arrival here, 1 was in-
¢ formed by the Marquis de Cinalbo, that the
¢ Spanish troops had been forced to retire from
¢ Burgos, and the French were in possession
«of it. I hope the letter T wrote to General
¢s Castanos will draw from him some explana-
¢ tion of his views, by which 1 may regulate
‘“ my motions. But his movements, and those
¢ of the army under General Blake, require
¢ some explanation in order to be understood ;
« for, though they know that a British force
¢ is marching from different parts, in order to
“ unite, they have marched away from the
¢ point of assembly, and have left us exposed
¢'to be attacked and interrupted = before our
“ junction ; but if we were united, he can
“ hardly expect that, with my force, I should
¢ march forward and place myse]f within reach
¢ of attack from such superior numbers, whilst
“ his and Blake’s armies are removed at such a
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¢ distanﬂe as to be able to render me no assist-

§.ance : | but. all this 1. expect. will, be ‘made

ffiplain, wheén I’ hear from Gauer;d Castanﬂs
¢4 With' respect to' magaziues;, it is, impossible

“ for meto say where they ought tg be made,
- ““whilst I am so. much in the dark as to the
 movements. which are lilkely to occur ; but if
it BAGREL i Iaids, S0
“mot want, ' But I;;must, have persons of an
“:atithority attached to me, whoare aequainted
£f Wlth the resources,. ;and whﬂ, knﬂwmg the
f.interior government, customs, and manners
““.of Spain, can call them forth for me and the
“ British troops, in the same manner as they
‘¢ are called forth for thase of Spain, This re-
¢ gards not only provisions, but carts, horses,
€ quarters, and, in short, all the wants of
“troops, “With the aid of persons of this de-
¢, seription our own Commissaries can do ; but
¢« without ,. them ‘w_“c_an do nothing. . The
ff-foundation of all this must be an order to the
“ Authoritics throughout the Provinces, to give
“‘:every aid to the British, as to' the Spanish
¢ troops. . 1t is a matter of iﬁd,iﬁﬁrﬂm&-; who
¢¢ pays these Officers ; — it would be more con-
“ sistent with the dignity of Spain that they
““ paid them ; though we should reward them
“ according to their deserts.
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« With respect to the magazines at Madrid,
« it is very likely to be a proper place for
¢« Spain to collect a considerable depbt of va-
« yious kinds. It is their Capital, and. they
« know best ; butit does not strike me a place
 where the British, could be called' upon to
« make any_ collection. ; We shall establish -
 small magazines for consumption in the
¢t neighbourhood where we are acting. . These
¢ great Iﬂﬂﬂﬁps,;,_}?}liﬁh__ﬁ country ma.kég for
¢ general supply, should be made by Spain ;
« when we approach it, we may draw from. it,
« and pay for what we get. | But Spain should
¢ make it, and be at the expence and trouble
¢ of its conservation: as I believe we are
- ¢ giving money to Spain, part of it may be
« applied by them in this manner; but it 1s
« they that should do 1t —not we.
¢ I have no objection to you, or Mr. Frere,
“ representing the necessity of as maﬁy more
¢ British troops as you think proper. It 1s
< _certain, that the agents, which our Govern-
¢ ment have hitherto employed, have deceived
“ them. For affairs here are by no means m
¢¢ the ‘ﬂﬂuriahing state they are represe_nt—ed and
“ believed to be in England ; and the sooner
“‘ the truth 15 known in England, the better.
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“ But you must observe, my Lord, that what-
“ever is critical must now be'decided by the
“troops which are here; the French, I sus-
“ pect, areready, and will not wait. ¥differ
““ only with you 1n ome point ;— when you say,
““ the chief and great obstacle and resistance
“¢ to the French will be afforded by the English
“ Army. If that be so, Spain is lost. The
“ English Army, I hope, will do all which
“can be expected from their numbers: but
¢ the safety uf’Spaili depends upon the- union
““ of its inhabitants, their enthusiasm in their
 cause, and in their firm and devoted deter-
‘ mination to die, rather than submit to the
‘“ French ; nothing shert of this will enable
¢ them to resist the formidable attack about
““ to be made upon them. ¥ they will adhere,
“ our aid can be of the greatest use to them;
¢ but, if not, we shall soon be out-numbered,
‘“ were our force quadrupled. ' "
] am, therefore, much more anxious to
“ see exertion and energy in the Government,
¢« and enthusiasm in their Armies, than to
“ have my force augmented. The moment is
‘¢ a critical one—my own situation ' is particu-
“larly so—I have never seen it otherwise ;

¢ but I have pushed into Spain at all hazards ;



41

¢¢ LLthis was the 'order of my Government,
s 4nd it 'was the will of the people of England.
«T shall énﬂeavﬁuf to do my best, hnping that
¢« all the bad that may happen, will not hap-
“ pen'; but that with a share of bad, we shal]
« also have a portion of good fortune. .
~ % This is a long letter for one who began
. by saﬁng that he was jaded; but I have

“been gradually drawn on by the mterest 1
“ take in the subject. You will commumcate
“ to Mr. Frere such parts as you think proper ;
“ and he will, Thope, act upon them. Be so.
“good as' to excuse me to him, for not par-
#¢ ticularly ‘addressing himself. TLord Paget
“ was at Corunna the 7th, with two regi-
“ ments, the 7th and the 10th Hussars; the
£ qthe'l" three were 'fnllnwing ) s |

“T remain, &c.
i | “ Joun Moorg.”

Two nights after writing the foregoing, Sir
John was awakened by an express from Ge-
neral Pignateili, the Governor of the  Pro-
vince, to inform him' that the French army
had advanced, and taken possession of the city
of Valladolid, which 1s only twenty leagues
from Salamanca. - :
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It should not be forgotten that the Geneml
had been, mfﬂrmed officially *, that his entry
mnto Spmn ‘would  be covered by slxtar or se-
venty 1thm;t§p;t;ld men : rand Bu}’gm was thecity |
Iptpnded far the point of union for the different
divisions of, the - British_army. , But already
not only Burgos, but Va!lqdqhd - was ‘in_ pos-
session of the Enemy ; and he found himself
with an advanced corps in an open; town, three
ma.:;chea from the French army; without even
a, SPaJ;IISh p}qugt to m::merhm ﬁ‘ont o wIVE B

He had at this time only three brigadeg_; of
mfantry, w1thout a gun, at Salamanca. The
remainder were moying up in ‘succession, but
the whﬂle could not arrive in less than ten
B,ays | B B | i ki
This situation bemg extremely dlﬂ‘e:ﬁnt
from what he had been taught to expect, and
that upon which the instructions of the Secre-
tary of State were founded, called for very
different measures. For if the French advanced
in. force, he had no option but te fall back on
Ciudad ' Rodrigo ; the country round which,
being’ poor, could not subsist the troops long:
and if he retreated to Pm'tuga], he hardly
improved his situation. s

¥ Vide Appendix, B.p. 9.
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The General had long foreseen the possibility
of the French advapcing, to prevent the junc-
tion of the British troops ; and was qmte at a
loss to comprehend the mntwgs for the sepa-
ration of the Spamsh armies ; one of which
was posted in Biscay, and the other in Arra-
gon, while the: country in frent ‘was left open,

as if to auﬁ'er jhe French to advame upon the
British before they were m:uted

It appeared alse very singular, that the ad-
vallc§~0f the*ﬁggu?ch. so far into the country had
produced no sensation among t the people. The
fact was estahlmhed by a letter from General
ngnatﬂll;, the captmn-ngeneral of the; Broﬂnce B
yet the news was brought by no nthar channel,
The people were all tranquil, and emplﬂyﬂd in
their ordmary occupations and  amusements ;
and seemed to know or care verj llttle aba;)ut
public matters. :

The General assembled tha Junta : he com-

unu;atad to them the capture of the ﬂlty of
- Valladolid, and explained the reasons ¢ that .
“ might rendér it necessary for him to retire at
‘“ present to Ciudad Rodngﬁ ; that this tempo-
““ rary retreat ought not fo d;xscaurage them ;
“ but that thﬁy should employ every means 10
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¢ their power to rouse the enthusiasm of the
¢ people, which seemed to be somewhat
¢ abated.” -

He represented, ‘“that no nation had obtained
“ independence without making great sacrifices;
¢and, though the English would be useful
¢ quxiliaries, that success could be gained only
¢ by the union and effort of the Spaniards them-
‘¢ selves.” B et

He told them, ¢ he must have the use of all
¢¢ the carts and mules in the country to trans-
«¢ port his magazines to Ciudad Rodrigo, should
¢ it become requisite ; and that the troops, with
¢ three days’ provisions, should be kept in readi-
¢ ness. - But,” he added, that he had not
¢ yet stopped the advance of the rest of the
¢ army from Portugal ; he was desirous of as-
¢ sembling it there, and would not retire with-
¢ out an absolute necessity.”

All this was listened to with calm acquies-
cence. ‘Indecd the passive disposition of the
Spaniards was very remarkable ; for they heard
of the generous intentions of the British, and
of the destructive ravages of the French, with
almost equal indifference. The apathy of the
people proved the inactivity of their rulers ; for,
on such an occasion, there should not only have
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been numerous armies on foot, but every man
in Spain should have been armed, a:.nd.ready to
act when required. Nor did this appear to be
impracticable. - For ‘the supineness was not
owing to disaffection among the people: the
peasantry and lower orders were all well dis-
posed ; but in ascending to the higher ranks,
the spirit of independence eva_.pnrated. g |

The General detached some intelligent of-
ficers, with strong patroles, to gain intelli-
gence ; by whom he soon learnt, that a thou-
sand French cavalry, with two pieces of artil-
lery, had entered Valladolid on the 13th, and
retired to Palencia next morning. ~ But he un-
derstood that no infantry had advanced beyond
Burgos. He then' sent orders to Generals
Baird and 'ane’ to concentrate their divisions,
to advance with all speed to Salamanca, but to
be upon their guard on their march. -

+ Tt is necessary here to go back a very little,
to mention that Mr. Frere arrived at Aranjuez
at. the beginning of November, as Minister
Plenipotentiary of Great Britain. He of course
superseded Lord William Bentinck ‘and Mr.
" Stuart ; who, from having resided some time
in Spain, and from personal qua]iﬁca’tions, had
got acquainted with many of the leading men,
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and had acquired a clear insight into the state
of affairs, fre

Their communications with each other, and
- with Colonel Graham, who was at the head-
quarters of the principal Spanish army, as well
as their correspondence with Sir John Moore,
were all conducted with harmony, and utrlrty to
the common cause. - 3

This change in the administration of the
cvil department oceurred at the period when
events were hastemng to a crisis. |

Mr. Frere unfortunately had acqmred hrs
notions of Spamah politics in London ; and his
prepossessions were much too strong' to be ef-
taced by the observations of his predecessors, or
‘even to'be:altered by the most opposing facts.
His peculiar notions were ‘totally unknown to
Sir John Moore, who, to inform him of his
situation, and to promote the public service,
wrote as follows, from Almeida.
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From 'Sir John Moore to the Right FHonowr-
TS trbleJ Hookham Eere.
o4 MEE e Almmfw 10 Nov. 1808.
L3TRE “‘SIR, \P i .
64 As Mr. Stuart mentioned in a late
“ letter which I had the honour to recawe from
“ him that he was'in hourly expectatmn of your
« arrival at Madrid, I conelude that ere this .
“ you have reached that capital. '
- ¢ ] shall not trouble you with any deta.ll of
- % my movements, as you will obtain every ne-
“ cessary" information respectmg them from
« My. Stuart and Lord William Bentinck, with
‘ both of whom I have been in correspondence
‘ ever since I was appomted to this comrmand.
- ¢'The Suprame Junta have fixed upon Ge-
“ neral Castanos, as the person with whom
“Jam to mrreapond, and to combine what-
¢ ever npéraitiﬂns are to be undertaken by the
“ troops under my command. This cannot but
“be considered as a step towards appﬂinﬁng
“ him the Chief Commander of the Spanish
“army; and having gone so far, it is a pity
~ “ they did not go a little farther, and" at once
“ give him the appointment. This decision of
- % the Junta was only communicated to me a few

“ days ago, by Lord William, in a letter which



48

¢ I received on myroad to this place. I have
“ written to (zeneral Castanos, to give him
¢ every information with respect to the British
¢ force, the probable pe.iod of its junction; and
‘ Ihave requested to know from him, his plans,
“ and his instructions, with respect to the co-
“ operation he expects from us. It is needless
““to say what different measures I might have
“ pursued, had I been sooner informed of the
‘“ strength and condition of the different Spa-
‘“ nish armies. As it is, the principal part of
‘¢ the infantry from Portugal is now passing the
“ frontier ; and by the middle of this month
““ will be collected at' Salamanca and Ciudad
‘ Rodrigo. ~General Hope, with the artillery,
¢ the cavalry, and 3000 infantry, will be in the
¢ peighbourhood of Madrid on the 22d ; and
¢ the head of Sir David Baird’s corps will reach
“ Astorga on the 14th.. If nothing adverse
* < happens, we shall be united early in Decem-

““ ber, more or less advanced, according to the

‘¢ situation and movements of the armies now

‘“ upon the Ebro. In the mean time I shall

“ wait at Salamanca, with the treops as-

‘“ sembling there, until Baird and Hope are
“ more forward. Much 1s still to be done in

‘¢ the article of equipment and of commissariat
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‘“ arrangement, - As I see more myself of the
‘“ resources of : the country, I shall be able to
¢ decide the mode to be followed for securing
“ to us our Buppliﬂs: for the present we must
““ depend upon the Spanish Government, and
¢¢ their Chief Director, Don Vineenti.

¢ 1. ulldt":_l'ﬁt&ﬂd-: fr@m Sll‘ Dﬂ.\?ld Ball‘d tha:t
“ you were kind ‘enough. to spare him 40,0007
“ from the monies you brought with you from
‘““ England. - I have to thank you for this sup-
“ ply: for, when he applied to me, it was with
‘“ great difficulty I was able to spare him 8000/
“ We are now in the greatest distress for
““ money : and if a quantity does not speedily
‘1‘ H.I‘l‘iVE fIfDIn Engl;a.n&, weoe must t]cl.lﬂlld uPﬂI].
“ the generosity of the Spaniards for our sup-
- “ plies. I doubt at present if there is where-
““ withal, after the 24th of this month, to pay
‘“ the troops their subsistence. . I fear that in
““ England, until very lately, they were not
‘“ aware of the impossibility of procuring money
““ either in Portugal or Spain. I leave this to-
* morrow, and shall proeeed by. Ciudad Rodrigo
““to Salamanca; where I shall hope to have
““ the honour to hear from you.

““ I have the honour to be, &e.
‘ | “ Joun Moogg.”
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“ I trust you will have the goodness to ex- -
¢ cuse whatever is informal in this letter; you
“ may believe it proceeds from no disrespect to
¢ you, but I have not been informed, and am
“ quﬂ:& Ignﬂrant of your appmntmenﬁ whether
¢ Ambassader or Minister Plenipotentiary;
< and thought it better to gwe yﬁu no titles,
¢ rather than the wmng one.” i

| To thls Iettet the fbﬂﬂwmg answer w’as stnt

L

'Fram the Rtg&t Homumﬂle i § I:T Frere {o
His Ewcellenqy Sir John Maare K. B

o Arﬂwjuez, Nov. 13, IEGS.I
ey | 1 |

| “ 1 HAvE this evening received the

¢ Jetter which you did me, the honour to direct
“ to me from Almeida, and which was delivered
““to me by Lord William Bentinck. His
¢ messenger, who sets off with the account,
¢ which I received only this morning, of the
¢ unlucky affair of the 10th near Burgns,
‘¢ enables me to thank you for the view which
66 jrnu have gwen me of your intended move-
i ments, ﬂnd to mitigate the bad news, by the

]
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“.assuranceé’ 'which I think I ‘ean venturé to
“ give; ‘that. it has: Hot - created: amy visible
““'degree of uneasiness or discouragement in
¢ the minds of the leading persons here. - The
‘“ people; though 'much inita'f&&, as it 1s said,
“are still farther frombeing dejécted ''than
“ their leaders. 5000 men’ marchéd’ forward
““to-day from Madrid, and two regiments from
“ Toledo. ' 'The fixed spirit of resistance which,
““ without calculation of danger or of means,
““ seems to have rooted itself in the minds of
- ¢¢ the people, appears superior to any reverses.,
“ You will have heard of overtures of ne-
¢ gotiation : it seems doubtful whether Buona-
““ parte meant to include Spain in the number

““ of our allies with whom he proposes to treat ;
““ and still more, whether he would offer terms
““ which it would be pﬂﬁﬂihle to aceept. I should
“‘incline to think, therefore, ‘that he had no
““other object than that' of cajoling the Em-
““ peror of Russia, 'and faei’litating the con-
“seription.  He will’ not disunite Spain and
““England ; and T feel 'donfident that he will
““ not succeed in lowering the tone, or relaxing
“ the spirit, of this country..

“ You probably are already acquainted with
“ the appointment of the Marquis Romana to

E2
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&4 the cotnmand of Castanos’ and Blake’s army.
< His nomination 1is; I understand, a popular
< one at Madrid; and his long absence has
¢ given him an advantage which is pecubar to
¢ him, that of being wholly unmixed in the
¢ political intrigues of the day.
¢« ] shall be obliged to Mr. Stuart for his
< agsistance in the military as well as ather
¢ parts of my correspondence ; a circumstance
¢ which I trust will not be unsatisfactory to
¢ you, as it will, 1 am persuaded, be conducive
¢ to the furthering of the public service.
¢¢ I have the honour to be,
168, Si!‘,
‘¢ Your obedient humble servant,

¢« J. H. FRERE.”

The preconceived notions of Mr. Frere were
evinced even in this first letter; for he slurs
over the defeat of the Estremaduran army by
_calling it ¢‘ the unlucky affair of the 10th ;”
and he describes: most emphatically the deter-
mined spirit of a people whom he had just come
among.

The cnrrespnndEnce continues :
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' E'om Sw Jﬂhn M oore to tﬁe R@g ﬁtHaﬂﬂu?'able
s Jakin A Haaifc/mm Freve. )11 +

| J .. _J ; SR § &E{?fﬂ”ma Nﬂﬂ.,__lé,l_ 1808.
igpiamd ad RN 3
: b I HAD last night the honﬂur to

¢ receive ymu' letter of the 13th, together Wlth
e letters of the 14th from Mr. Stuart and Lord
Wi Bentinek.

“ It does not appear certain whether the
“ French have advanced in any force to Valla-
“ dohid; and there 1s no reason to think, from
‘“ the information which leached me last night,
“¢ that they have passed it.

““In the course of this day all this will be
‘¢ ascertained, from the reports of the officers
““ and other persons I have sent out. |

8 Gf:neral Plgnate:lll s conduct was certamly
““not such as became a person huldmg a sl-
L tuatmn of such trust. He seems to have run
toff upon the first alarm. It was rlght for
“ him' to retire, ‘and put his person In safety, |
‘“ but no farther ; there he should have StﬂpPEd
i ancf nut have left the penple without a head.

It was hla duty, I cancely e, t0 have cﬂllwte,d
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¢¢ information, in order tp communicate it to
¢ me, and to' th%se who, like me, were mate-
“ rially interested." T tiit! not know, until I
“ received Mr. Stuart’s letter, that the defeat

‘¢ of the Estremadura army had IJEBII SO com-
k¢ plate

ﬁ

““ It was hnwevﬁr nnfhmg mﬂre than was
‘“ to be expected when SO, ﬁmaﬂ a cmps Was

2 cnmmltted S0 near to the strangth of ; ;he
2 Enemy |

'Ii'

b I have been unable hfthcrtg:é tp understand
£ the movements and pmltmna nf the Spamsh'
armtes : but I have taken it ﬂm* trranted that

].LJ
¥ ﬁley were formed fmm lnq*f.l mrcumatances

and a lcnawledgp of the Lt’lhﬂtl'y, qt Whlﬂh I
¢ was lgnurant I ahnuld nthm I’YIFEE have said
‘¢ they were upon a scale murh too éreatl_far |
#¢ the strength of then' ,armms I ,bdgln t.p féar
“that this is the case, and thdi;, 1f them

sysi:em be not changed We bhd.u a]l nf us
“ very soon be beaten in dem,ll Tﬂ cover and
¥ protect the British army, Whllst upnn its
““ march from such distant Pmnt3 in nrder to
¢ unite, never secems to have been 1n the con-
“ templation of the Spanish generals and
* now, from the position the French have
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. t:-iketi; the aiﬁ_tnmpiis}iment of it'is ‘become
- « exceedingly precaﬁnus *.01Me position here
¢ is a batd one, in s much as my movements
¢ in it are confined, and leave nothing but a
 barren country to retire upon. I should un-
¢ doubtedly be better at Valladolid ; but it is
&6 impdssible for me to gd there, whilst the
¢« French in force are so near it, and the
. Spanlsh armies are at such a dlﬁtance Until
“my force is united, I must be covered and
¢ protected. As the corps come to me from
“ such opposite directions, Corunna and Ma-
“ drid, I cannot move towards one, without in-
¢ creasing my distance, and forsaking the other; -
7" alld whﬂst | they are each mnrtgh‘ing towards
““me, if I am forced to fall back, they will
“hoth risk to be destroyed. The difference
“ hitherto between the position of the Spanish
¢“and French armies, as they have struck me,
“is this—the French, in order to concentrate,
“ or to strengthen either flank, move upon the
¢ chord, the Spanmiards upﬂn' the circumference ;
“ the movements of the one are short, and can
“be easily concealed, those of the other ex-
“tended, and exposed to be interrupted. I

* Vide Appendix; K. p. 30,
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““ shall write to General Hope to consider it as
‘“ his  object to join ‘me at this Place WIth all
“ expedition ; but to be guld@d by the informa-.
“ tion._he receives of the imovements of the
§ Enemy, and to use his discretion. I shall
¢ direct General Baird to collect the whole of
- & hls corps at and about Astor ga, whence his
‘ retreat to Cﬂmnna is _safe; but Tnot to come
towards me, until I give hlm nﬂtlce and in
¢ this I shall be guided by tht I percetye of
¢ the Enemy on this side of the P hrﬂ, and from
« the information I expect to receive from the
‘“ Marquis de Ja Romana, of his demgns, and
““ the direction he means to give to the Spanish |

¢ armies. I know not where to address the
¢¢ Marquis ; z have therefore wlltten this ml.h-

““ tary letter to you, and request you will com-
‘‘ municate its contents to him. -
¢ The contents of the two letters I addressed
- lately to General Cabtanos, and  which were
‘ sent under cover to Lord William Beutmck
““ will of course be given to hlm ;——the tone of
‘ conciliation which I have adopted in my let-
¢ ters to General Castanﬂs, and which I shall
¢ continue to the Marquis Romana, I trust you
‘ will approve. I wish to impress upun who-
“ ever commands the Spanish armies, that 1
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“ consider myself as having but one interest
- f¢with him, and that he will find me as ready -
£ as any of his own Generals to follow and
‘¢ support his plans. . The power and  controul
“ over. the direction of my own -army, which,
*“ as commanding an auxiliaty force, I have,
“ 1 shall keep out of sight, and hope never to
“ be obliged to exert. You already know how
‘F ¢ Iﬂﬂﬂh we are d:atressed > rffjl' _;HIﬂﬂﬂjT.‘f Mﬁ
“ Stuart and Lord Williain both say that it is
“to be got by loan, or. for bills, at Madsid.
¢ This differs from  the. information given) to
““me by Mr. Kennedy; but I shall be happy
‘““to. find that they are right, and that Mr.
6 Kenne;dy has | been  misinforused. ;If M.
¢ Krskine were here, 1 should: send. him. to
““ Madrid for that purpose ; for, if. money 13 to
# be. found, such are,our’necessities that we
¢ must, get it upon.any terms 3 but, as M.
¢ Hrskine has not Jjoined me, and as, in his
“absence, I cannot spare Mr. Kennedy; I
‘“ shall take it as a very particular favour if you
¢ will be kind en ough to give me yourassistance
““1n this matter : — I have desired Mr. Kennedy
“‘to write to you upon it. . | |

“ With respect to our supplies, T do not
*“ apprehend want. If they exist in the coun-
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¢ try, and we have ‘money, our Commissariat

« will procure them. What we want is, some -

é¢ persons conversant in the mode, and furnished
¢¢with authority to eall forth: the aid of the
¢/ Country, and of the Magistrates and ‘Civil
¢« Authorities; if Don Vincenti'be the person
¢ entrusted by the Spanish Government for the
« supply of their army, some parséﬁ from him,
¢to whom he 'has ﬂelegated +his information
¢¢ and his mﬁé&pbﬂ'deﬂbe with his agents in the
<« -Pﬁf’@*inws,mli?ai’:thﬁ- person whom “the Spa:ﬂish-
¢« Government ' should appomt to attend the
«:British army, and aid with his knowledge
“¢'and with his authority our Commissariat ;—
¢ I should racher this person were a man of
4 character, not looking selely to making a
< property of us, but that could be trusted, and

« likely to be satisfied with having discharged |

. an impnrtant duty, and with such Pﬂﬂuniﬂ

¢ yeward as would necessarily attend it. -
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44 Iha‘v‘é’but‘ one mor‘e sufbject to ‘téu«',‘h apon*
' —were the ﬂﬂicers Efl’iplﬂy’Ed with the dlf- '
 ferent armies to correspond, they might have
“ been useful before either you or I were ‘sent
“ to Spain, and when it was heée’si\ary for Go-

“ vernment at home to know what was passing;
‘““ but I own that I dlsappruve of any person

“ being authotized to cmegpom officially with

Gwefnment b\itﬂybu and e, Sk 1ok Lok
seid AL NGO IVISoor v il s
6 * #2050 9 56 e oiwoHot e Tl e
(¢ % ¥ % # @ * # e

€ 1f[f I want an’ Engltsh Oﬂ'icer at any time
%6 40 assist my eﬂmmumca‘,ﬁbn with any of the

Spamﬁh Generals with whf.-m I‘ain acting, 1
¥ can'send one; but, in’ D*Ehérﬂ‘ I shall ‘prefer
#¢ 4 direct ttme’spohdence Wrth ‘the" ‘WGeneral

'Hﬁﬂﬁblf who will;’ of u.*mtrse curnmume’ate
“"mﬂny pd!‘tfculars to’ me, W’nmh it is unnta-ces-
. sary and h:ghly improper for himn to camtnu-
“ nidate 1o'gach ‘Oficors’ s are i genmi bhnt
“ to them. My wish is, to overset ‘the whole
¥ sysfern to" send them ‘with their Sdel]lSh
“‘rank to En f“land ; and 10 send, ‘as fh&y 'l‘ﬁay
- nﬁcasﬁnnaﬂy be wanted either by ynmeﬂ‘? or
# me, Officers, or r.:thers whu will’ loo’k'to no.
6¢ ratﬂ‘( or emolument but from their own ¢oun-
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 fry, in whose duty alone they should consider
 themselves, employed, and, who, when no
“ longer _Wa.lmged ,; return to, their former occus
“Pﬂti{lnﬁ frey7 el vt (bl o

<] have the honour to remain, &c. -
| . 5 Joux, Moog, ™.

odiseny eaws
{10 104 -fn* Sl 3 $ageuro - L3 3
1, Some of the predictions contained in the above
letter were but tg@r ‘soon Yﬂl‘iﬁed ;. for next day
a letter was received from Mr. Stuart at Madrid,
of which the following 1s an extract: R

% Madrid, 17th November; 1808.

¢ Tagx defeat experienced by Blake
s¢ on the 11th of this month; the occupation of
¢« Valladolid by the French, and the distance
¢« hetween the different divisions of your army,
« give room for the post melancholy reflections.
¢¢ The Orders which have been transmitted by
“ the Junta, 1n consequence of this state of
« things, will, I fear, be very inadequate. to
¢ meet the evil. | "
¢ The advance of a few regiments in Anda-
« Jusia, the concentration of the runaways'fmm
¢« Burgos, &e. at Segovia, and the attempt to
¢ render the passes of thje.ﬁnmggigra,aﬁdﬁhe
¢ Guardarama defensible, will not save, Madrid
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¢ or Spain. Andunless Blake effects his union
«« with you, and Castanos brings together ‘the -
¢ whole of Arragon, Catalonia, Reding’s divi-
“ sion, &e. so0 as to form a foree 'superior to
¢ opponents, who are mcreaamg daily, I can-
‘ not flatter myself with any serious hﬂPE of a
““ good result.”

Other accounts were received of the defeat of
General Blake’s army, which softened the mis-
fortune. But letters were received from Colo-
nel Graham, who was stationed with the Cen-
tral Army, and who gave a sad detail of cabals
and divisions between the Generals, with the
injudicious interferences of the Junta.
~ But neither reason, nor the expesience of all
ages, nor their own misfortunes, could prevail
upon the Junta to appoint a Commander in
Chief.  Sir John  Moore’s ideas are best ex-
plained by himself.

Sir John Moore to Myr. Frere.

“ Salumanca, 19th November, 1808.
¢ SIR,

“¢ A Courier from Madnd brought
¢ me this morning letters from Mr. Stuart and
£ ;Lnrd William Bentinck of the 17th: the
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< former inclosed ‘an order from the Supreme
¢ Junta of Ciudad Rodrige, ' to: place 26,000
* dollars 'at ‘my disposition, to be repaid here-
¢ after: ;' The Junta of this town are endea-
““ vouring ' to get money for us. Nﬂih'[%-ﬂﬁn
¢ exceed the attention of the Marquis Cinalbo,
‘“ the President; the Clergy, with Dr. Curtis
“ at their head, exert themselves ; and even a
¢« Convent of Nuns have promised five thousand
¢ pounds ; — all this shews great goﬂd will.

¢ The funds, however, which it can raise, are

. ¢ gmall and very inadequate to our whtis forg

“ trust that you will be able to supply us more
“ amply from Madrid, until those from Eng-
“land arrive. A King’s messenger brought
< me, on the night of the 17th, a Letter from
¢ Lord ’Cast]éréagh of the 2nd, in which he
“ informs me, that two millions of dollars are
e upon  their passage to Corunna: but hlS
¢ Lordship adds, that the dlfﬁculty of procuring
¢ silver 1s such, 1n England that T must not
« Jook for a further supply for some months ;
* and he impresses the necessity of taking every
‘““ means of obtaining money upon the spot.
“ The e:tpected arrival of the above sum from
““ England ‘must not, therefore, lessen your
k¢ ﬂﬂd&ﬂvﬂurs to get -what you ecan fur us at

«« Madrid.
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 The French, who entered Vall‘adﬂhﬁ upon
¢ the aftemmn of the 15th, left 11: the fol- -
i lowmg mﬂrmng 3 they were ' a- thaﬁh&nd
c¢ ﬂavalry and two pieces of cannon ; ti’ley
“ returned to Placentia, and have not "smce
 advanced from it. I h’ave Wwritten *to Sir
< David Baird to advaiice 4 part ‘of his cnrps
“ to Benavente, and to close up ''the ‘rest to
¢ Astorga; when this is done, he will forward
“'that from Zamora, and follow with the
“rest; but as the propriety of these move-
“ ments Hepends' upon those of the Enemy,
“ the execution of them is left entirely to Sir
“ David’s discretion, who must be guided by
¢“the mformation he reccives ; — his rear will
““not reach Astorga bEfﬂI‘E the 4th of De-
€ cember.

“T heard of General Blake’s defeat and
“retreat to Reynosa; but I knew no parti-
“ culats, until T received this morning Mr.
“ Stuart’s letter. ' General Leith, who is
‘“ employed with that army to carrespnnd
“ has never written 4 line to me since T was
““in command. I want General Officers ;—
¢ I have, therefore, written to him to Ieave
“any of the Officers with him, to carry on
““the correspondence, and to Jﬂln Sir Dmnd

“ Baird at Astorga.
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& The ' sceries’ which . Colonel Graham de-
¢ scribes, in his letters, as passing  at the
¢ Head, Quarters of the Central Army, are
« deplorable., The imbecility of the Spanish
¢ Government exceeds belief: = The good-wall
¢¢ of the inhabitants, whatever it may be, 1s
¢¢ of little use whilst there e:usts no ablllty te
“ bring it into action. | kL

«“I am in communication 'with no one
Spanish army; nor am I acquainted with
¢ the intentions of the Spanish Government,
““ or of any of its Generals. Castanos, with
““ whom I was put in correspondence, is de-
<< prived of his command at the moment I
¢ might have expected to hear from him; and
¢ La Romana, with whom I suppoese 1 am now
“ to correspond (for it has not been of-
“ ficially communicated to me) is absent —
“ God knows where. In the mean time the
““ French are within four marches of me,
< ywhilst my army is only assembling : in what
“ numbers they are, I cannot learn. No
« channela of mtelhgence have been npened
¢ to me; and I have not been long enough
““ in the Icnuntry to procure them mygself. 1
‘“ state these particulars to you. I wish it
¢ were in my power to go myself to Aranjuez,

¢ or Madrid, to represent them ; for really i
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“ things are to continue in this state, the ruin
‘“ of the Spanish cause, .and the defeat of their -
¢ ar;nies, 1s 1nevitable; and it will become my
““ duty to' consider alone the safety of the
‘“ British army, and to take steps to withdraw
‘1t from a situation, where, without the pos-
“sibility of doing good, it is exposed to
¢ certamn defeat. e | '
I shall detain the King’s messenger until
“1 hear from you, lest you should" wish  to
““ send by him any dispatches to England. I
““shall beg of Lord William Bentinck to join
‘““the army, where, I think, his services will
“now be most useful. _~
“ I have the honour to be, &c.
‘ “ Joun Moore.”

In this letter Sir John Moore complains of -
not having heard from General Leith ; which
was owing probably to the dilatoriness of the
messenger, who at last reached Salamanca with
the following tidings.
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From General Leith to Ser John Moore. |

“ Renedo I'alley of Caqueringa, Province
" of Las Montanos de Santander, 15th Nov. 1808.
¢ SIR, |

, ¢« ] REGRET to imform you that
¢ the army of General Blake, in which was
¢ Jately incorporated the infantry of the Mar-
¢ quis de la Romana’s division, has been
¢ defeated in several attacks since the 5th
¢ instant, and is entirely dispersed ; I have
¢ not time to enter into detail of this unfor-
- & tunate reverse, carrying with it such serious
«« consequences, for fear of delaying the inti-
¢¢ mation of that which is so essential to make
¢« known in general terms to the Commander
¢ of the British army advancing from Portugal
¢ to QGalicia. The Estremaduran army has
¢ also experienced a reverse at Burgos. In
“ short, the British army has nothing to
¢ depend upon in Las Montanos de Santander.
¢« In Asturias there are but a few battalions, .
¢ totally undisciplined ; and by the last ac-
«¢ counts, the French occupy from Reynosa
Fio Burgos. Hxcept what _remain& of the

¢« Bstremaduran army, (of the position. of
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““ which I am ignorant) and the British army,
““there is nothing to prevent the Enemy from-
o advancing towards Leon and Valladolid that
“1 know of 1 very much suspect that he
“will avail himself of this movement, to
‘“attack in detail the army of Palafox and
“ Castanos, united nominally ; and all of
“ which are placed under the command of the
‘““ Marquis de la Romana. The army has

“ suffered principally from famine; and I do
““not think that it is possible to re-unite those
““who are flying in all directions, nearer than
“ Astorga and Oviedo. Tt does not appear
““ that there has been any want of spirit in
‘“ the men ; and in many instances, especially
‘“ of the divisions of the North, distinguished
“conduct.  Some of the new Officers have
““not behaved so’ well. Captain Pasley, Rpjﬂ
“ Engineers, who was sent to Head Quarters
“ to obtain information, and to communicate
“with the British army, I hope may have
“ given early " intelligence of the state of
“ things. Captainn  Lefebren, R. E. is the
““ bearer of this letter, and will be able to give
“ such information as may be required, = T
“regret ‘to state that Captain Birch, R. E.
*“'was wounded, but I hope he is doing well :

P2 72
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¢¢ T caused him to be embarked on board the
¢ Cossack frigate at Santander from whence
« T saw seventeen sail of transports, with
<« warlike stores and provisions, “when - there
¢ appeared no chance of this Province re-
¢ maining covered from the Enemy, who, no
¢ doubt, will occupy a point so useful to the
¢ Spaniards, and eventually to the British.
‘ Santander was in the power of the Enemy,
8 after possessing the roads of KEscudo and
‘« Reynosa. The accounts of their having
¢« entered that town are not yet received,
¢« however.  The different attacks have been

¢ at Zorosa (between Durango and Bilboa),
¢¢ Valmaseda, Arantia; and the total deroute,

“ after a defeat at Espmﬂsa de las' Montahax.
«« About 7000 re-assembled at Reynosa on the
¢« 13th instant, but without any order; from
« thence they retreated after dark, and have
““ arrived in this valley,' as a half-starved and
gt stragglmw mob, without officers, and all
¢ mixed in utter confusion. Never has there
““ heen so injudicious and ruinous a system
¢ begun and persisted in, as that which has
« led to the serious disasters of the present
¢« moment. The Marquis de la Romana, who
¢ is here, is quite of that opinion; and if the
““ army on the other side, and near the Ebro,
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“ has not, or shall not have suffered before
““ he can take this. direction, I hope affairs.
“ ina;y resume a more favourable aspeet. 1
‘“ had prepared copies of reports on the diffe-
“ rent affairs, addressed by different Officers
““to Lord Castlereagh : but, unfortunately,
“ all my papers are on board the Cossack man
“of war.- Mr. Amiotte, the Deputy Com-
‘“ missary General, has been in such bad
“ health since his arrival, that it was difficult
‘“ enough to get the stores, &c. embarked. I
‘“ apprehend, the convoy, chiefly consisting of
‘“ warlike stores for the Marquis of Romana’s
“ division, and arms and provisions, under my
 orders, for the aid of the armies of Spain,
“ has gone to Corunna ; as they could not at
“ this season keep the sea, and there is no
“ good port nearer than the last-mentioned,
‘“ from whence the roads towards ILeon are
“not so good. I should hope scon to get
¢ near the British army.” Under the present
‘“ circamstances, I feel an awkwardness. at
‘““leaving the Marquis de la Romana, with
“ whom I have received particular instructions
‘““ to communicate on any pbint still unsettled.
““ 1 hope, however, he will soon be able to
o diséhgage himself from this part of the army
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“ (if such it can be called) ; and he may pros -
f bably be obliged to go near the British
‘¢ army before he can communicate with the
 rest of his own troops.
- #¢ L have the honour to be, &ec.
- ““James Lurrs,
M. General.
. % Linclose a rough idea of the situation of
““ this valley, relatively to the great route
““ from Reynosa to Santander.”

- Nothing certainly could be worse judged,
‘than the orders sent by the Junta to General
Blake to fight the French army alone ; instead
of directing him to fall back, and unite with

General Baird at Astorga; for this Spanish
~ army was in no condition to contend with regu-
lar troops. There were, it is true, between
eight and nine thousand regular soldiers, who
had escaped from Denmark with the Marquis
of Romana, and who fought well ; but they
were overpowered by superior numbers. The
rest of this army consisted of unfortunate pea-
sants, who had suffered with constancy for four
months privatiops which would have annihilated
a British army.
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They had endured excessive fatigue, were
without shoes, almost without clothes, exposed
~to the cold on snowy mountains, obliged fre-
quently to depend for subsisténce on such ani-
mals as they caught by accident; on meat with«
out salt—a food totally repugnant to the habits
of Spaniards. ~ They passed many days without
-bread. Their condition was so wretched, that
it 18 not to be wondered at that they were easily
dlspersed and had no inclination to rally.

Snme of the fugltﬁfes even passed Sala-
manca,

The Marqma Romana did not cunmdm it pru-
dent to remain at Reynosﬂ. he retired to Leon,
to re-assemble as many as he could collect.

It was now in the choice of Bumlapd,rte either
to turn his arms against Castanos, who was
posted N Arragon or to march against the
British, prevent their junction, and compel
them to retire to Portugal and to their ships.

Sir John Moore could do nothing to hinder
this ; for, being placed nearly in the centre be-
‘tween two divisions of his army which were
approaching from different pmnts, he was con-
strained to wait at Salamanca, in expectation
that they should be permittedito join him. The
following extract of a letter to one of his bro-
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thers marks his view of the state of affairs, = I¢
15 dated Salamanca, November 26, 1808.

““ UroN entering Spgiin I have found
¢ affairs in a very different state from what I ex-
“ pected, or from Whﬂt they are thought to he

¥ 11 England 7

~ “1am in a scrape from which God knows
‘“ how I am to extricate myself. But, instead
“ of Salamanca, this army should have been
“ assembled at Seville. The poor Spaniards
¢ deserve a better fate, for they seem a fine
¢ people ; but have fallen into hands who have
¢ Jost them by their apathy and * * * * * *_

‘“ The Junta, jealous of their Generals, gave
¢ them no power; but kept them at the head of
““ sepaiate ar mies, each indepeﬁdent nf the
¢ other. Thus they haw prevented any unmn
‘¢ of actijon. | ‘

“ They took no pains to recruit. the ar.{iiies,
< or to furnish them with arms and clﬁ)!i_hing.
¢ In short, during the interval that the French
‘¢ were weak, they did nothing either to over-
““ power them before their reinforcements
“ arrived, or to meet them with supenm num-
‘¢ bers when remfﬂrced

t Vide Appendix, K. p. 30.
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¢ When I marched into this country, in three
« divisions, from Cﬂmnna Lashon, and round -
“ by Madrid, instead of finding any army-{ to
¢ cover the junction of the three corps, until
“ our supplies aud stores came up, which were
‘“ necessary to enable us to act; I found that
¢ the Spanish armies were placed on each flank
““ of the French ; one in Biscay, and the other
“ on the river Arragon; at such a'distance as to
“be able to give‘ no sort of support to each
“ other, or to combine their movements ; and
€ leaving it also In. the power of the French to
‘ attack either army with their whole force, as
¢ soon as they were ready. _
- “They accordingly attacked Blake; and have
‘“ completely dispersed his army. Officers and
“‘men are flying in every direction. - Many of
““ them have passed this. '

““ They also got a corps, called the Estrema-
““dura army, beat at Burgos ; where they sent
“it, without any motive, close to the stren gth |
¢“ of the French.

“ 1. was desired to correspond with Castanos,
¢ and combine my movements with him ; but,
“as I began my. cnrresPnndence, he was sus-

“ pended, and the Marquis of Romana named
“ tothe chief command ; but who, when I last
¢ heard, was at Santandero.
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¢« ] ani in no correspondence with any of their
f¢ generals or armies. I know not their plans,
¢ or those of the Spanish government. No
¢¢ channels of information have been opened to
“ me; and, as yet a stranger, 1 have been
¢¢ able to establish no certain ones for myself.

“ The Enemy are at Valladolid, in what
¢¢ force' 1 canpot make out; and I have my
¢ junction to make with Baird, whose whole
¢¢ force will not be at Ast’nrga until the 5th of
¢¢ December, and with Hope, who will be at
¢¢ Arevola about the same time,

¢ Castanos and Palafox have about 40, 000
¢ men, mostly undisciplined peasants upon
¢¢ the Ebro and Arragon. And this is all the
¢¢ Spaniards have to oppose 100,000 French
¢¢ troops. 'The provinces are not armed ; and,
‘¢ as to enthusiasm, I have seen no marks of it.

¢ That the Spaniards must be driven from
¢ Madrid 1s nevitable ; they have no force to
¢ resist. When they will bring up, or if they
¢ will bring up at all, I cannot guess. In this
¢ province, and throughout Old Castile, there
¢ is no mark of any intention to make any effort.
¢ The French cavalry are ovefmnning the
‘“ plains, raising contributions, to which the
¢¢ people submit without resistance.
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* There may be more character in other
6 Pa,rta. En_thusiaﬂm, and an ubaﬁn&t_e dEtEl‘n 3
“ mination not to submit to the French yoke,
“may do much. But even in this case the
‘“ Government has been improvident: arms,
¢ ammunition, and other means, are wanting,

‘“ The prohability therefore is that the French
¢ will succeed ; and if they do, it will be from
“no talent having sprung up,' after the first
“ effort, to take advantage of the impulse, and
“ of the enthusiasm which then existed.

‘ I understand all is fear and confusion at
¢ Madrid. | e |

¢ Tell James it is difficult to judge at a dis-
“ tance. The Spaniards have not shown them-
‘““selves a wise or a provident people. Their
““wisdom 1s not a wisdom of action ; but stiil
¢§ fhey are a fine people; a character of their
““own, quite distinct from other nations ; and
““much might have been done with  them.
“ Perhaps they may rouse again. Pray for me
“ that I may make right decisions: if I make bad
¢¢ ones, it will not be for want of consideration.

. sleep little; it is now only five in the
“ morning, and I have concluded, since I got
£ up, this long letter.

¢ Your affectionate brother,
‘“ Jou~n Moore.”



One of the qualities of the mind with which
Sir John Moore was gifted in a most extraordi-
nary degree, was that of prescience. The let-
ters he wrote during the campaign to two mili-
tary friends, as well as those to his own family,
prove that he foresaw very early every event
which afterwards took place. No movement
was made by Buaonaparte, however artfully con-
cealed, that was unexpected by him. There-
fore, though the intelligence he received was
always defective, and generally false, he was
often able to supply the deﬁclency by a most
extraﬂrdmary sagacity. ‘
A circumstance occurred at this time, to the
honour of the Spaniards, which is thus related
in his Journal : |
i« Lord Prﬂby was at Tordesillas reconnoi-
¢ tring, when a patrole of French cavalry came
¢ into the town. They stayed some time.
¢ Every man in the town knew that Proby was
‘¢ there, for he had been two days among them;
¢ yet not a. man betrayed him. 'And when the
¢¢ cavalry left the place, and his Lordship came
““ into the street, they all ‘testified their satis-
¢ faction, and declared that, though they had
“ no arms, they would have died rather than
¢ have allowed him to be taken.”
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Sir David Baird in his march from Coranna
had to s}truggle with difficulties of a kind totally
new to him. o

This General had dlsungmshed hunself in
many campaigns in India, where the British
army are usually accompanied with so numerous
a train of slaves, servants, and sutlers, horses,
bullocks, and elephants, that the troops are
not only abundantly supplied with necessaries,
but even furnished with many luxuries. |

But here Sir David had to encounter a thou-
" sand deﬁmenmes ; he met with a variety of ob-
stacles to his progress, and received little aid
from the Spaﬁiﬁrd s to overcome them.’ In order
to procure sufficient supplies for the troops, and
to be able to carry forward the baggage, he was
obliged to dwlde his small corps into smaller
detachments ; each following the other at con-
siderable distances. He arnved at Astorga,
November 19 with a.part of his infantry ; but
the following extract of a letter, which he wrote
from that place, will explain his situation.



- 8ir David Baird to Sir John Moore:

s
““ November 23d:

‘“ MY DEAR SIR JOHN;
| | ¢« Tge more I consider our situa-

‘¢ tion, the more I am ct}nvinéed of the daliger
‘ that would attend my making, at the present
“ moment