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PREFACH.

Tue ixterest with which Mr. Bagehot’s  Literary
Studies’ appear to have been received by the publie,
encourages me to collect and republish his Studies 1n
Political Biography, most of them from the ‘ National
Review, and two—that on Adam Smith and that on
Lord Althorp—ifrom the ¢ Fortnightly Review, which 1
do with the permission of the proprietors. These essays
are, I think, valuable, not only as acute criticisms on
the statesmen reviewed, but also, in no small degree,
as expressing in some detaill and with a good deal of
vivacity the political mind of one of the shrewdest
and most separate of the politicians of this generation.
[t will be seen, I think, that the late Sir George Corne-
wall Lewis comes very near to being, in Mr. Bagehot's
mind, the ideal English statesman—indeed, that B
George Lewis, with a little political ozone infused nto
him, would have been quite that ideal. I have, of
course, altered and omitted nothing, even where the
particular opinion expressed has not been verified but
rather discredited by the course of subsequent events—
for example, in relation to the general adhesion given

by Mr. Bagchot (p. 333) to Sir George Lewis's scornful
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estimate of that ¢village lawyer’ Lincoln’s Unionist
policy. If there ever were overhaste or a touch of
passion 1n either Sir George Lewis or his eritie, it
was apt to be shown in their condemnation of political
measures recommended by deep popular emotions and
convictions. But the reader of these pages will find,
I think, a great deal more to surprise him in the
shrewdness of the forecasts than in their occasional
miscarriage.

I have added to the longer studies some pages con-
sisting of a few shorter papers of the same kind taken
from the ¢ Economist * newspaper, which may be found,

1 hope, not the least interesting in this volume,

R HL.H,

ENGLErInLD GREEN, Dee. 21, 1880,
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BIOGRAPH

ICAL STUDIES.

THE CHARACTER OF SIER ROBERT PEEL)
[;]?'_"‘.:‘ﬂj.jl

Most people have looked over old letters. They have heen
struck with the change of life, with the doubt on things now
certain, the belief in things now incredible, the oblivien of what
now seems most important, the strained attention to departed
detail, which characterise the monldering leaves. Something
like this is the feeling with which we read Sir Robert Peel’s
Memoirs. Who now doubts on the Catholic Question ? It is
no longer a ‘question.” A younger generation has come into
vigorous, perhaps into insolent life, who regard the doubts that
were formerly entertained as absurd, pernicious, delusive. To
revive the controversy was an error. The accusations which
are brought against a public man in his own age are rarely
those echoed in after times. Posterity sees less or sees more.
A few points stand forth in distinet rigidity ; there is no idea of
the countless accumulation, the collision of action, the web of
human feeling, with which, in the day of their life, they were
encompassed. Time changes much. The points of controversy
seem clear; the assumed premises uncertain. The diffienlty is
to comprehend ‘the difficulty.,’ Sir Robert Peel will have to
answer to posterity, not for having passed Catholic emanecipation
when he did, but for having opposed it before ; not. for having

' Memeirs, by the Right Hon. Bir Robert Peel, Bart., M.P s &¢.  Published

by the Trustees of his P apers, Lord Mahon (now Lord Stanhope) and the

Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P, Part T, ¢The Roman Calholi Question,’
1828-9,
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1T he Character of St Robevt Peel.

been precipitate, but for having been slow; not for having
taken ‘insufficient seeurities’ for the Irish Protestant Church,
but for having endeavoured to take security for an institution
too unjust to be secured by laws or lawgivers.

This memoir has, however, a deeper aim. Its end is rather
personal than national, Tt is designed to show, not that Sir
Robert did what was externally expedient—this was probably too
plain—but that he himself really believed what he did to be
right. The scene is laid not in Ireland, not in the county of
Clare, not amid the gross trinmphs of O'Connell, or the out-
rageous bogs of Tipperary, but in the Home Office, among files
of papers, among the most correctly-docketed memoranda, be-
side the minute which shows that Justice A. shonld be dismissed,
that Malefactor O. ought not to be reprieved. It is labelled
¢ My Conscience,’ and is designed to show that ¢ My conscience’
Wis Blncere.

sertously, and apart from jesting, this is no light matter.
Not only does the great space which Sir Robert Peel occupied
during many years in the history of the country entitle his
character to the anxious attention of historical erities, but the
very nature of that character itself, its traits, its deficiencies,
its merits, are so congenial to the tendencies of our time and
government, that to be unjust to him is to be unjust to all
probable statesmen. We design to show concisely how this is,

A eonstitutional statesman is in general 4 man of common
opinions and uncommon abilities. The reason is obvious.
When we speak of a free government, we mean a government
in which the sovereign power is divided, in which a single deci-
sion iz not absolute, where argument has an office. The essenece
of the gouvernement des avocats, as the Emperor Nicholas
called it, is that you must persnade so many persons. The
appeal 1s not to the solitary decision of a single statesman ; not
to Richelieu or Nesselrode alone in his closet; but to the
jangled mass of men, with a thousand pursuits, a thousand

interests, a thousand various habits. Public opinion, as it is
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The Character of Sir Robert Peel. 3

said, ruleg ; and public opinion is the opinion of the average
man. Iox used to say of Burke: *Burke is a wise man; but
he is wise too soon.” The average man will not bear this. He
is a cool, common person, with a considerate air, with figures
in his mind, with his own business to attend to, with a set of
ordinary opinions arising from and suited to ordinary life. He
can’'t bear novelty or originalities. He says: ¢Sir, I never
heard such a thing before in my life;” and he thinks this a
reductio ad abswrdwm. You may see his faste by the reading
of which he approves. Is there a more splendid monument of
talent and industry than *The Times’? No wonder that the
average man—that any one

believes in it. As Carlyle ob-
serves: ¢ Let the highest intellect able to write epies try to
write such a leader for the morning newspapers, it eannot do
it ; the highest intellect will fail’ But did you ever see any-
thing there you had never seen before? Out of the million
articles that everybody has read, can any one person trace a
single marked idea to a single article? Where are the deep
theorieg, and the wise axioms, and the everlasting sentiments
which the writers of the most influential publication in the
world have been the first to communicate to an ignorant
species ! Such writers are far too shrewd. The two million,
or whatever number of copies it may be, they publish, are not
purchased because the buyers wish to know new truth. The
purchaser desires an article which he can appreciate at sight ;
which he can lay down and say, ‘An excellent article, very
excellent ; exactly my own sentiments.’ Original theories
give trouble ; besides, a grave man on the Coal Exchange does
not desire to be an apostle of novelties among the r:-:nn‘r_pmpm'—
aneous dealer§ in fuel ;—he wants to be provided with remarks
he can make on the topics of the day which will not be known
not to be his; that are not too profound: which he can fancy
the paper only reminded him of. And Just in the same way,
precisely as the most popular political paper is not that which
18 abstractedly the best or most mstructive, but that which

B3




4 Lhe Character of Sty Robert Peel. -

| most, exactly takes up the minds of men where it finds them, E
f catches the floating sentiment of society, puts it in such a form X
| as society can fancy wonld convinece another soci ety which did =
E not, believe—so the most influential of constitutional states- &

men is the one who most felicitously expresses the creed of the
moment; who administers it, who embodies it in laws and insti-
] tutions, who gives it the highest life it is capable of, who
| induces the average man to think, ¢I could not have done it
any better if T had had time myself.

[t might be said, that this is only one of the results of that
tyranny of commonplace which seems to accompany civilisation.
You may talk of the tyranny of Nero and Tiberius ; but the real
tyranny is the tyranny of your next-door neighbour. What
law is so ernel as the law of doing what he does ? What yoke -
15 50 galling as the necessity of being like him ? What eSPLON~
nage of despotism comes to your door so effectually as the eye of
the man who lives at your door? Public opinion is a permea-
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ting 1nfluence, and it exacts obedience to itself ; it requires us |
to think other men’s thoughts, to speak other men’s words, to "
follow other men’s habits. Of course, if we do not, no formal
| | ban issues, no corporeal pain, no coarse penalty of a barbarous
society is inflicted om the offender ; but we are called ¢ eccen-

tric;’ there is a gentle murmur of © most unfortunate ideas,
1_ ‘singular young man,’ “well-intentioned, T dare say; but un-

safe, sir, quite unsafe.” The prudent, of course, conform. The

i e T

place of nearly everybody depends on the opinion of everyone
a8 else. There is nothing like Swift's precept to attain the repute '
of a sensible man, ¢ Be of the opinion of the person with whom,

at the time, you are conversing.” This world is given to those
| whom this world can trust. Our very conversation is infected.
Where is now the bold humour, the explicit statement, the
l | grasping dogmatism of former days? They have departed, and
you read in the orthodox works d reary regrets that the art of |
conversation has passed away., It would be as reasonable to -

expect. the art of walking to pass away. People talk well




Zhe Character of Str Robert Peel.

enongh when they know to whom they are speaking. We
might, even say that the art of conversation was improved by
an application to new circumstances. ¢Secrete your intellect,
use common words, say what you are expected to say, and you
shall be at peace. The secret. of prosperity in common life is
to be eommonplace on principle.

Whatever truth there may be in these splenetie observa-
tions, might be expected to show itself more particularly in the
world of politics. People dread to be thonght unsafe in propor-
tionas they get their living by being thought tobe safe. ‘Literary
men,’ it has been said, ¢ are outeasts;’ and they are eminent in
a certain way notwithstanding. ¢They can say strong things
of their age ; for no one expects they will go out and act on
them.” They are a kind of tieket-of-leave lunaties, from whom
no harm is for the moment expected ; who seem quiet, but on
whose vagaries a practical public must have its eye. I'or states-
men it is different—they must be thought men of judgment.
The most morbidly agricultural counties were aggrieved when
Mr. Disraeli was made Chancellor of the Exchequer. They could
not believe he was a man of solidity ; and they could not compre-
hend taxes by the author of ¢ Coningsby,’ or sums by an adherent
of the Caucasus. *There ig, said Sir Walter Scott, ¢ a certain
hypoerisy of action, which, however it is despised by persons in-
trinsically excellent, will nevertheless be cultivated by those who
desire the good repute of men. Politicians, as has been said,
live in the repute of the commonalty. They may appeal to pos-
terity ; but of what use is posterity ? Years before that tribunal
eomes into life, your life will be extinet. It is like a moth going
into Chancery. Those who desire a public career, must look to
the views of the living public; an immediate exterior influence
18 essential to the exertion of their faculties. The confidence
of others is your fulerum. You cannot, many people wish yon
could, go into parliament to represent yourself. You must
conform to the opinions of the electors; and they, depend on

it, will not be original. In a word, as has been most wisely
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6 Zhe Character of Str Robert Peel.

observed, ¢ under free institutions it is necessary occasionally to
defer to the opinions of other people ; and as other people are
obviously in the wrong, this is a great hindrance to the improve-
ment of our political system and the progress of our species.’

Seriously, it is a calamity that thisisso. Occasions arise in
which a different sort of statesman is required. A year or two
ago we had one of these. If any politician had come forward in
this country, on the topic of the war, with prepared intelligence,
distinet views, strong will, commanding masfery, it wonld have
brought support to anxious intellects, and comfort toa thousand
homes. None such came. Our people would have statesmen
who thought as they thought, believed as they believed, acted as
they would have acted. They had desired to see their own will
executed, There came a time when they had no elear will, no
definite opinion. They reaped as they had sown. Ag they had
selected an administrative tool, of course it did not turn ont an
heroic leader.,

If we wanted to choose an illustration of these remarks out
of all the world, it would he Sir Robert Peel. No man has
come so near our definition of a constitutional statesman—the
powers of a first-rate man and the creed of a second-rate man.
¥rom a eertain peculiarity of intellect, and fc

in advance of his time.

riune, he was never
Of almost all the great measures with
which his name is associated, he attained greal eminence as an
opponent. before he attained even greater eminence as their ad-
vocate. On the corn-laws, on the currency, on the amelioration
of the eriminal code, on Catholic emancipation—the subject of
the memoir before us—he was not one of the earliest labourers
or quickest converts. He did not bear the burden and heat of
the day ; other men laboured, and he entered into their labours,
As long as these questions remained the property of first-class
intellects, as long as they were confined to philanthropists or
speculators, as long as they were only advocated by austere, in-
tangible Whigs, Sir Robert Peél was against them. So soon as
these same measures, by the progress of time, the striving of

- TR i . .
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The Character of Str Robert Peel,

understanding, the conversion of receptive minds, became the
property of second-class intellects, Sir Robert Peel became
possessed of them also. e was converted at the conversion of
the average man. His creed was, as 1f had ever been, ordinary ;
but his extraordinary abilities never showed themselyes so muc h.
He forthwith wrote his name on each of those questions, so
that it will be remembered as long as they are remembered.
Nor is it merely on these few measures that Sir Robert Peel's
mind must undoubtedly have undergone a change, The lifetime
of few Englishmen has been more exactly commensurate with a

a total revolution of political thought.

change of pnblic opinion
Hardly any fact in history is so ineredible as that forty and a few
years ago England was ruled by Mr. Perceval. 1t seems almost
the same as being ruled by the ¢ Record * newspaper, He had the
same poorness of thought, the same petty Conservatism, the same
dark and narrow superstition. His quibbling mode of oratory
seems to have been scarcely agreeable to hig friends; his im-
potence in political speculation moves the wrath—destroys the
patience—of the quietest reader now. Other ministers have had
great connections, or great estates, to compensate for the con-
tractedness of their minds. Mr, Perceval was onlya poorish nisi
prius lawyer, and there is no kind of human being so disagree-
able, so teasing, to the gross Tory nature. He is not entitled
to any glory for our warlike successes: on the contrary, he did
his best to obtain failure by starving the Duke of Wellington,
and plaguing him with petty vexations. His views in religion
inclined to that Sabbatarian superstition which is of all creeds
the most alien to the firm and genial English nature. The mere
tact of such a premier being endured shows how deeply the whole
national spirit and interest was absorbed in the contest with Na-
poleon, how little we understood the sort of man who should re-
gulate its conduct—*in the crisis of Furope,’ as Sydney Smith
sald, ¢ he gafely brought the Curates’ Salaries Improvement Bill
toa hearing "—and itstill more shows the horror of all innoyation

which the recent events of French history had impressed on our
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8 The Character of Siv Robert Peel.

wealthy and comfortable classes, They were afraid of catching
revolution, as old women of catching cold. Sir Archibald
Alison to this day holds that revolution is an infectious dis sease,
beginning no one knows how, and going no oneé knows where,
There is but one rule of escape, explains the great historian,
‘ Btay still, don’t move; do what you have been aceustomed to
do, and consult your grandmother on everything,” In 1812
the English people were all persuaded of this theory, Mr.
Perceval was the most narrow-minded and unalte ring man they
ould find : he therefore represented their spirit, and they put
him at the head of the state,
Such was the state of politieal questions, How little of
real thoughtfulness was then applied to what we now call social
questions cannot be better illustrated than by the proceedings

on the oceasion of Mr. Perceval’s death. Bellingham, who

, 45 clearly insane as
a lunatic can be who offends against the laws of his country.

He had no idea of killing Mr. Perceval particularly.

killed him, was, whether punishable or not

His l_'.I]_lh,.-
idea was, that he had lost some property in Russia ; that the

English government would never repay him his loss in Russia ;
and he endeavoured to find some cabinet minister to shoot as
a compensation. Laord Eldon lived under the belief that he
had nearly been the vietim himself, and told some story of a
borrowed hat and an assistant’s greatcoat to which he aseribed
his preservation. The whole affair was a monomantac’s delusion,
ere
was no reason for aseribing his pecuniary ruin to the govern-
ment of that day, any more than to the government of this
day, Indeed, if he had been alive now, it would have been
agreed that he was a particularly estimable man. Medieal
gentlemen would have been examined for days on the doctrine
of ¢irresistible impulse,” ¢ moral imsanity,” ¢ instinctive pistol-
discharges,” and every respectful sympathy would have been
shown to so curious an offender, Whether he was punish-
able or not may be a question; but all will now agree, that it

Bellingham had no ground for éxpecting any repayment. Th
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was not a case for the punishment of death. In that day
there was nomore doubt that he ought to be hanged, than there
would now be that he ought on no account to be hanged. The
serious reasons, of which the scientific theories above alluded
to are but the exaggerated resemblance, which indicate the
horrible cruelty of inflicting on those who do not know what
they do the extreme penalty of suffering meant for those who
perpetrate the worst they can conceive, are in these years so
familiar that we ean hardly conceive their being unknown. Yet
the Tory historian has to regret ¢that the motion, so eurnestly
insisted on by his connsel, to have the trial postponed for some
days, to obtain evidence to establish his insanity, was not
acceded to; that a judicial proceeding, requiring beyond all
others the most calm and deliberate consideration, should have
been hurried over with a preeipitation which, if not illegal, was at
least unusual ;* and a noble lord ¢improved ’ the moment of the
assassination by exclaiming to the peers in opposition, ¢ You
see, my lords, the consequence of your agitating the question
of Catholic emancipation.” To those who now know England,
it seems scarcely possible that this could have occurred here only
forty-four years since. It was in such a world that Sie Robert
Peel commenced his career. He was Under-Secretary of State
for the Colonies at the time of Mr. Perceval’s assa ssination.

It is not, however, to he imagined that, even if Mr. Perceval
had lived, his power would have very long endured. Tt passed
to milder and quieter men. Tt passed to such men as Lord
Liverpool and Mr. Peel. The ruling power at that time in
England, as for many years before, as even in some meastire,
though far less, now, was the class of aristocratic gentry ; by
which we do not mean to denote only the aristocracy, and
do not mean to exclude the aristocracy, but to indicate the
great class of hereditary landed proprietors, who are in sym-
pathy with the House of Lords on cardinal points, yet breathe
a somewhat freer air, are more readily acted on by the opinion of

the comm unity, more contradictable by the lower herd, and less
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10 The Character of Sir Robert Peel.

removed from their prejudices by a refined and regulated eduea-
tion. From the time of the Revolution, more or less, this has
been the ruling class in the community ; the close-hborough sys-
tem and the county system giving them mainly the control of
the House of Commons, and their feeling being in general, as if
were, a mean term between those of the higher nobility and
the trading public of what were then the few large towns. The
rule of the House of Lords was rather mediate than direct. By
those various means of influence and social patronage and op-
pression which are familiar to a wealthy and high-bred
aristocracy, the highest members of it, of conrse, did exercise
over all below them a sure and continual influence: it worked
silently and commonly on ordinary questions and in quiet

s

times ; yel it was liable to be overborne by a harsher and ruder
power when stormy passions arose, in the days of wars and
tumults. So far as the actual selection of visible rulers goes,

the largest amount of administrative power has rarely been in

_— Ijl .L-:.l_!: i

the hands of the highest aristocracy, and in a great measure
for a peculiar reason : that aristoeracy rarely will do the work,
and rarely can do the work. The enormous pressure of daily-
growing business, which bescts the governors of a busy and
complicated community, is too much for the refined habits, A
delicate diserimination, anxious judgment, which the course of i
their life develops in the highest classes, and with which it
nourishes the indolence natural to those who have this world 3
to enjoy. The real strain of the necessary labour has generally

been borne by men of a somewhat lower grade, trained by an 5
early ambition, a native aptitude, a hardy competition, to

perform its copious tasks. Such men are partakers of two

benefits, They are rough and ready enough to accomplish the

coarse, enormous daily work; they have lived with men of 1
higher rank enough to know and feel what such persons think j
and want. Sir Robertt Walpole is the type of this class. He
was a Norfolk squire, and not a nobleman ; he was bred a gentle-
man, and yet was quite coarse enough for any business: his
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career was what you would expect.  For very many years he
administered the government much as the aristocracy wished
and desired. T%hey were, so to speak, the directors of the
company which is ealled the English nation ; they met a little
and talked a little: but Sir Robert was the manager, who
knew all the facts, came every day, saw everybody, and was
everything.

Passing over the time of Lord Liverpool, of whom this is
not now the place to speak, some such destiny as this would, in
his first political life, have appeared likely to be that of Sir
Robert Peel. If an acute master of the betting art had been
asked the ¢ favourite’ statesman who was likely to rule in that
generation, he would undoubtedly have selected Sir Robert.
He was rich, decorous, laborious, and had devoted himself
regularly to the task. There was no other such man. It was
likely, at least to superficial observers, that his name would

descend to posterity as the ¢Sir Robert’ of a new time ;—a
time changed, indeed, from that of Walpole, but resembling it
in its desire to be ruled by a great administrator, skilful in
all kinds of business transactions, yet associated with the
aristocracy ; by one unremarkable in his opinions, but remark-
able in his powers. The fates, however, designed Peel for a
very different destiny; and to a really close observer there
were gigns in his horoseope which should have clearly revealed it.
Sir Robert’s father and grandfather were two of the men who
created Lancashire. No soonerdid the requisite machinery issue
from the brain of the inventor, than its capabilities were seized
on by strong, ready, bold men of business, who erected it,
used it, devised a factory system, combined a factory popula-
tion—ereated, in a word, that black industrial region, of whose
augmenting wealth and horrid labour tales are daily borne to
the genial and lazy south. Of course, it cannot be said that
mill-makers invented the middle eclasses. The history of
England perhaps shows, that it has not for centuries been with-

out an unusual number of persons with comfortable and mode-
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12 1Lhe Character of Stir Robert Peel.

rate means, But though this class has ever been found among
us, and has ever heen more active than in any other similar
country, yet to a great extent it was scattered, headless, motion-
less. Small rural out-of-the-way towns, country factories few
and far between, concealed and divided this great and mixed
mass of petty means and steady intelligence. The huge heaps
of manufacturing wealth were not to be concealed. They at
once placed on a level with the highest in the land—in matters
of expenditure, and in those countless social relations which
depend upon expenditure—men sprung from the body of the
people, unmistakably speaking its language, inevitably thinking
its thoughts. It is true that the first manufacturers were not
democratic. Sir Robert Peel, the statesman’s father

a type
of the class—was a firm, honest, domineering Conservative ;
but, however on such topies they may so think, however on
other topics they may try to catch the language of the class to
which they rise, the grain of the middle class will surely show
itself in those who have risen from the middle class, If M.
Cobden were to go over to the enemy, if he were to offer toserve
Lord Derby wice Disraeli disconcerted, it would not be possible
for him to speak as the hereditary landowner speaks, It is not
that the hereditary landowner knows more ;— Indeed, either in
book-learning or in matters of ohservation, in acquaintance with
what has been, or is going to be, or what now is, the owners of
rent are not superior to the reccivers of profits; yet their
dialect is different—the one speaks the language of years of
toil, and the other of years of indolence. A harsh laborious-
ness characterises the one, a pleasant geniality the other, The
habit of industry is ingrained in those who have risen by it ; it
modifies every word and qualifies every notion. They are the
Bavaveor of work: Vainly, therefore, did the first manufacturers
struggle to be Comservatives, to be baronets, to be peers.
The titles they might obtain, their outward existence they
might change, themselves in a manner they might alter; but a
surer force was dragging them and those who resembled them

o aiem
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into another region, filling them with other thoughts, making
them express what people of the middle classes had always
obscurely felt, pushing forward this new industrial order by the
side, or even in front, of the old aristoeratic order. The new
class have not, indeed, shown themselves re publican. They have
not especially cared to influence the machinery of government.
Their peculiarity has been, that they wished to sce the govern-
ment administered according to the notions familiar to them in
their business life. They have no belief in mystery or magic ;
probably they have never appreciated the political influence
of the imagination; they wish to see plain sense applied to
the most prominent part of practical life, In his later career,
the second Sir Robert Peel was the statesman who most com-
pletely and thoroughly expressed the sentiments of this new
dynasty ;—instead of being the nominee of a nobility, he became
the representative of a transacting and trading multitude.

Both of these two classes were, however, equally possessed
by the vice or tendency we commented on at the outset. They
each of them desired to see the government carried on exactly
according to their own views. The idea on which seems to rest
our only chance of again seeing great statesmen, of

placing deep
deferential trust in those who h

ave given real proofs of com-
prehensive sagacity, had scarcely dawned on either.

The average
man had, so to say, varied ; ]

le was no longer of the one order,
but of an inferior; but he was not at all less exacting or tyranni-
cal. Perhaps he was even more so ; for the indolent gentlem
18 less absolute and domineering than the active man of business.
However that may be, it was the fate of Sir Robert Peel, in the
two phases of his career, to take a leading share in carrying out
the views, in administering the creed, first of one and then of
the other.

an

Perhaps, in our habitual estimate of Peel we hardly enough
bear this in mind. We remember him as the guiding chief of
the most intelligent Conservative government that this country

has ever seen. We remember the great legislative acts which
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we owe to his trained capacity, every detail of which bears the
impress of his practised hand; we know that his name is pro-
nounced with applause in the great marts of trade and seats of
industry ; that even yet it is muttered with reproach in the
obscure abodes of squires and rectors. We forget that his name
was once the power of the Protestant interest, the shibboleth by
which squires and rectors distingunished those whom they loved
from those whom they hated; we forget that he defended the
Manchester Massacre, the Six Acts, the Imposition of Tests,
the rule of Orangemen. Weremember Peel as the proper head
of a moderate, intelligent, half-commercial community; we
forget that he once was the chosen representative of a gentry
untrained to great affairs, absorbed in a great war, only just re-
covering from the horror of a great revolution.

In truth, the character of Sir Robert Peel happily fitted
him both to be the chosen head of a popular community,
imperiously bent on its own ideas, and to be the head of that
community in shifting and changing times, Sir Robert was at
Harrow with Lord Byron, who has left the characteristic
reminiscence : ‘1 was always in scrapes, Peel never.” And
opposed as they were in their fortunes ag boys and men, they
were at least equally contrasted in the habit and kind of action
of their minds. Lord Byron’s mind gained everything it was
to gain by one intense, striking effort. By a blow of the
imagination he elicited a single bright spark of light on
every subject, and that was all. And this he mever lost,
The intensity of the thinking seemed to burn it on the
memory, there to remain alone. But he made no second
effort ; he gained no more. He always avowed his imcapability
of continuous application: he could not, he said, learn the
grammar of any language. In later life he showed considerable
talent for action; but those who had to act with him observed
that, versatile as were his talents, and mutable as his convie-
tions had always seemed to be, in reality he was the most
stubborn of men. He heard what you had to say; assented to

D - T

‘wid et

=



The Character of Sir Robert Peel. (5

all you had to say; and the next morning returned to his ori-
ginal opinion. No amount of ordinary argumentative resistance
was so hopeless as that facile acquiescence and instantaneons
recurrence. The truth was, that he was—and some others are
similarly constituted—unable to retain anything which he did
not at any rate seem to gain by the unaided single rush of his
ownn mind. The ideas of such minds are often not new, very
often they are hardly in the strictest sense original ; they really
were very much suggested from without, and preserved in some
obscure corner of memory, out of the way and unknown ; but it
remains their characteristic, that they seem to the mind of the
thinker to be born from its own depths, to be the product. of
its latent forces. There is a kind of eruption of ideas from a
subter econscious world. The whole mental action is voleanie ;
the lava flood glows in ¢ Childe Harold ;" all the thoughts are
intense, flung forth vivid., The day after the eruption the
mind is calm ; it seems as if it could not again do the like ; the
product only remains, distinet, peculiar, indestruectible. The
mind of Peel was the exact opposite of this.

His opinions far
more resembled the daily ac

cumulating insensible deposits of
The great stream of time flows on with
all things on its surface; and slowly, grain by

a rich alluvial soil.

grain, & mould
still, extended
intellect. You scarcely think of such a mind as
seems always acted upon. There is no trae
powering,

of wise experience is unconsciously left on the

acting ; it
e of gushing, over-
spontaneous impulse; everything seems acquired.
The thoughts are calm. Tn Lord Byron, the very style—
dashing, free, incisive—shows the hold impulse from which it
came. The stealthy accumulating words of Peel seem like
the quiet leavings of an oubtward tendency, which

brought
these, but might as well have brought others.

There is no
peculiar stamp either in the ideas. They might have been
anyone’s ideas, They belong to the general diffused stock of
observations which are to be found in the civilised world. They
aT¢é not native to the particular mind, nor ‘to the manner
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?

born.” Like a science, they are credible or ineredible by all
men equally. This secondary order, as we may call it, of
intellect, is evidently most useful to a statesman of the con-
stitutional class, such as we have deseribed him., He in-
sensibly and inevitably takes in and imbibes, by means of it,
the ideas of those around him. If he were left in a vacuum, he
would have no ideas. The primary class of mind that strikes
out its own belief would here be utterly at fault. It would
want something which other men had ; it would discover some-
thing which other men would not understand. Sir Robert
Peel was a statesman for forty years; under our constitution,
Lord Byron, eminent as was his insight into men, and remark-
able as was his power, at least for short periods of dealing
with them, would not have been a statesman for forty days.

It is very likely that many people may not think Sir Robert
Peel’s mind so interesting as Lord Byron’s. They may prefer
the self-originating intellect, which invents and retains its own
ideas, to the calm receptive intellect which aequires its belief
from without. The answer lies in what has been said—a con-
stitutional statesman must sympathise in the ideas of the
many. As the many change, it will be his good fortune if he
can contrive to change with them. It is to be remembered,
that statesmen do not live under hermetical seals. Like other
men, they are influenced by the opinions of other men. How
potent is this influence, those best know who have tried to
hold ideas different from the ideas of those around.

In another point of view also Sir Robert Peel’s character
was exactly fitted to the pogition we have delineated. He was
a great administrator. Civilisation requires this. In a simple
age work may be difficult, but it is scarce. There are fewer
people, and everybody wants fewer things. The mere tools of
civilisation seem in some sort to augment work. In early
times, when a despot wishes to govern a distant province, he
sends down a satrap on a grand horse, with other people on
little horses ; and very little is heard of the satrap again unless

o, T
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he send back some of the little people to tell what he has been
fli_rh'lgl No great labonr of HIIperiuh‘ﬂihfl'n_‘t: 18 llu.-?.‘-_'-_[l“rli_‘. Com-
mon rumour and easual complaints are the sources of intelligence.
lf it seems certain that the province is in a bad state, satrap
No. 1 is recalled, and satrap No. 2 is sent out in his stead, In
civilised countries the whole thing is different. You erect a
bureaw in the provinee you want to govern ; you make it write
letters and copy letters: it sends home eight reports per diem
to the head burean in St. Petersburg. Nobody does a sum in
the province without somebody doing the same sum in the
capital, to fcheck him,' and see that he does it correctly, The
consequence of this is, to throw on the heads of departments

an amount of reading and labour which can only be accom-

plished by the greatest natural aptitude, the most efficient
training, the most firm and regular industry. Under a free
gsoverument it is by no means better. perhaps in some respects
it 1sworse. Tt is true that many questions which, nnder the
French despotism, are referred to Paris

, are settled in Ellghll]ll
on the

very spot. where they are to be done, without reference
to London at all. Buf

trator has to be always consulting others, findine out what

this man or that

ag a set-off, a constitutional adminis-

man chooses to think ; learning which form
of error 18 ].“H:'“l'.‘b'ff{i |‘r";' Lq'r['l] H-n 'u‘lr'hi_{_']i h‘!." I,u[‘l_i (. =

; adding up
the errors of the alphabet, and seeing what portion of what he
thinks he ought to do, tl

ley will all of them together allow him

Likewise, though the personal freedom and individual
l]ir’-in_'l't‘.finn

to do,

which free governments allow to their subjects
seem at firs likely to diminish the work which the

)3 FOVErT-
ments have to do, if

~may be doubted whether it doeg so really

and i the end. Individual discretion strikes out so many

ore pursuits, and some supervision must be maintained over

each of those pursuits. No E_ir_“-i]_h_lf.'.-i{‘. government would con-

sider the police foree of London El'mll_g.;'h Lo ]{u}p down, watch,

a population; but then no despotic
Sovernment wonld have such a city as

and superintend such

London to keep down.,
C

.
¥,
Fire
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I8 The Character of Svtr Robert Peel.

The freedom of growth allows the possibility of growth ; axd
though liberal governments take so much less in proportion upon
them, yet the scale of operations is so much enlarged by the
eontinual exercise of civil liberty, that the real work is ultimately
perhaps as immense. While a despotic government is regulat-
ing ten per cent. of ten men’s actions, a free government, hag
to regulate onme per cent. of a hundred men’s actions. The
diffieulty, too, increases. Anybody can understand a rough
despotic community ;—a small buying class of nobles, a small
selling class of traders, a large producing class of serfs, are much
the same in all quarters of the globe ; but a free intellectnal
community is a complicated network of ramified relations, in-
terlacing and passing hither and thither, old and new—some
of fine city weaving, others of gross agricultural construetion.
You are never sure what effect any force or any change may
produce on a framework so exquisite and so involved. (Govern
it as you may, it will be a work of great difficulty, labour, and
responsibility ; and no man who is thus occupied ought ever to
go to bed without reflecting, that from the difficulty of his em-
ployment he may, probably enough, have that day done more
evil than good. What view Sir Robert Peel took of these
duties, he has himself informed us.

¢ Take the case of the Prime Minister. You must presume
that he reads every important despateh from every foreign court.
He canunot consult with the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs. and exercise the influence which he ought to have with
respect: to the conduet of foreign affairs, unless he be master of
everything of real importance passing 1n that department. It
is the same with respect to other departments; India, for
instance: how ean the Prime Minister be able to judge of the
course of policy with regard to India, unless he be cognisant of
all the current important correspondence? In the case of Ire-
land and the Home Department it is the same. Then the
Prime Minister has the patronage of the Crown to exercise,

which vou say. and justly say, is of so much importance and of
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so much value ; he has to make inquiries into the qualifications
of the persons who are candidates ; he has to conduct the whole
of the communications with the Sovereign ; he has to write,
probably with his own hand, the letters in reply to all persons
of station who address themselves to him ; he has to receive
deputations on public business ; during the sitting of Parlia-
ment he is expected to attend six or sevem hours a day, while
Parhament is sithing, for four or five days in the week : at least
he is blamed if he is absent.’

The necessary effect of all this labour is, that those subject
to it have no opinions. It requires a great. deal of time to have

opimons. Belief is a slow proecess. That
|

= e 1™

eisure which the
poets say 18 necessary to be good, or to be wise, is ncedful for
the humbler task of allowing respectable maxims to take root
respectably. The ¢wise passiveness’ of Mr. Wordsworth is
necessary in very ordinary matters. If yon chain a man’s head
to a ledger, and keep him constantly adding up, and take a
pound off his salary whenever he stops, you can't expect him to
have a sound conviction on Catholic emancipation or tithes, and
original ideas on the Transcaucasian provinees. Our system,
indeed, seems expressly provided to make it unlikely, The
most benumbing thing to the intellect is routine ; the most
bewildering is distraction : our system 1s a distrac

X

ting routine.
‘ou see this in the desecription just given, which is not exhaus-
tive, Sir Robert Peel once requested to have a number of gues-
tions carefully written down which they asked him one day in
succession in the Honse of Commons. They seemed g list of
everything that could oceur in the British Empire, or to the
brain of a member of parliament, A premier's whole life is a
series of such transitions. It is wonderful that our public
men have any minds left, rather than that a certain unfixity of
opinion seems growing upon them,

We may go further on this subject. A great administrator
18 not a an hkely to desire to have fixed cpinions. His
natural bent and tendency is to immediate action. The existing

c 2
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20 The Character of Sty Robert Peel.

and pressing circumstances of the cage fill up his mind, The
letters to be answered, the documents to be filed, the memo-
randa to be made, engross his attention. He is angry if you
distract him. A baold person who suggests a matter of prineiple,
or a difficulty of thought, or an abstract result that seems im-
probable in the case ‘before the board,” will be set down as a
gpeculator, a theorist, a troubler of practical life. To expect to
hear from such men profound views of future policy, digested
plans of distant action, is to mistake their genius entirely. It
is like asking the broker of the Stock Exchange what will be
the price of the funds this day six months ? His whole soul is
absorbed in thinking what that price will be in ten minutes.
A momentary change of an eighth is more important to him
than a distant change of a hundred eighths. So the bramn of a
great administrator is naturally ocenpied with the details of the
day, the passing dust, the granules of that day’s life; and his
unforeseeing temperament turns away uninterested from reach-
ing speculations, from vague thought, and from extensive and
far-off plans. Of course, it is not meant that a great adminis-
trator has absolutely no general views; some indeed he must
have. A man cannot conduct the detail of affairs without hav-
ing some plan which regulates that detail. He camnot help
having some idea, vague or accurate, indistinet or distinet, of
the direction in which he is going, and the purpose for which
he is travelling. But the difference is, that this plan is seldom
his own, the offspring of his own brain, the result of his own
mental eontention ; it is the plan of someone else. Providence
generally bestows on the working adaptive man a quiet adoptive
nature. He receives insensibly the suggestions of others; he
hears them with willing ears ; he accepts them with placid belief.
An acquiescent credulity is a quality of such men’s nature ;
they cannot help being sure that what. everyone says must be
true ; the vow populi is a part of their natural religion. It has
been made a matter of wonder that Peel should have belonged
to the creed of Mr. Perceval and Lord Sidmouth. Perhaps, in-
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deed, our existing psychology will hardly explain the process by
which a decorous young man acquires the creed of his era. He
assumes 1ts belief as he assumes its costume. He imitates the
respectable classes. He avoids an original opinion, like an
outré coat ; a new idea, like an unknown tie. Especially he
does so on matters of real concern to him, on those on which he
knows he must act. He acquiesces in the creed of the orthodox
agents, lIle scarcely considers for himself; he acknowledges
the apparent authority of dignified experience, He is, he
remembers, but the junior partner in the firm; it does not
occur to him to doubt that those were right who were oceupied
In its management years before him. In this way he acquires
an experience which more independent and original minds are
apt to want. There was a great cry when the Whigs came into
office, at the time of the Reform Bill, that they were not men
of business. Of course, after a very long absence from office,
they could not possess a teehnical acquaintance with official
forme, a trained facility in official action. This Sir Robert Peel
acquired from his apprenticeship to Mr. Perceval. His early
connection with the narrow Conservative party has been con-
sidered a disadvantage to him: but it may well be doubted
whether his peculiar mind was not more mproved by the
administrative training than impaired by the contact with pre-
Judiced thoughts, He never could have been a great thinker :
he became what nature designed, a great agent,

In a third respect also Sir Robert Peel] conformed to the
type of a constitutional statesman: and that third respect also
seems naturally to lead to a want of defined principle, and to
apparent Huetuation of opinion. He was a great debater ; and
of all pursuits ever invented by man for separating the taculty
of argument from the capacity of belief, the art of debating is
probably the most effectual. M. Macaulay tells us that, in his
opinion, this is “the most serious of the evils which are to
be set off against the IMany |>1'1'="-*11|:;1'h' of ]Jﬁlﬂlln.l‘ government.

L & . 5 i .
I'he keenest and most vigorous minds of every generation,
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22 The Character of Str Robert Peel,

minds often admirably fitted for the investigation of truth, are
habitually employed in producing arguments such as no man
of senge would ever put into a treatige intended for pubhica-
tion—arguments which are just good enough to be used once,
when aided by fluent delivery and pointed language. The habit
of disenssing (uestions in this way neeessarily reacts on the in-
tellects of our ablest men, particularly of those who are ntro-
duced into parliament at a very early age, before their minds
have expanded to full maturity. The talent for debate is
developed in such men to a degree which, to the multitude,
seems as marvellons ag the performances of an Italian vmpro-
visatore. But they are fortunate indeed if they retain unim-
paired the faculties which are required for close reasoning, or
for enlarged speculation. Indeed, we should soomer expect a
great original work on political science—sanuch a work, for
example, ag the “ Wealth of Nations "—{rom an apothecary in a
country town, or from a minister in the Hebrides, than from a
statesman who, ever since he was one-and-twenty, had been a
distinguished debater in the House of Commons.” But it may
well be doubted whether there is not in the same pursuit a deeper
evil, hard to eradicate, and tending to corrupt and destroy the
minds of those who are beneath its influence. Constitutional
statesmen are obliged, not only to employ arguments which
they do not think conelusive, but likewise to defend opinions
which they do not believe to be trne.  Whether we approve it
or lament it, there is no question that our existing politieal
life iz deeply marked by the habit of advocacy. Perhaps fifteen
measures may annually, on an average, be hrought in by a
cabinet government of fifteen persons. It is impossible to
helieve that all members of that cabinet agree in all those mea-
sures. No two people agree in fifteen things: fifteen clever
men never yet agreed in anything; yet they all defend them,
argue for them, are responsible for them. It is always quite
possible that the minister who ig strenuously defending a bill in

the House of Commons may have used the cabinet the very
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arguments which the Opposition are using in the Ilouse; he
may have been overruled without being convineed ; he may
still think the conclusions he opposes better than those which he
inculeates. It is idle to say that he ought to go out ; at least
it. amounts to saying that government by means of a cabinet 13
impossible. The object of a committee of that kind 18 to agree
on certain conclusions; if every member after the meeting
were to start off according to the individual bent and bias of
his mind, according to his own individual discretion or indis-
cretion, the previous concurrence would have become childish.,
Of eourse, the actual measure proposed hy the collective voice
of several persons is very different from what any one of these
persons would of himself wigh ; it is the result of a compromise
between them. Each, perhaps, has obtained some concession ;
cach has given up something. IEveryone seeg in the actual
proposal something of which he strongly disapproves; every-
one regrets the absence of something which he much desires.
Yet, on the whole, perhaps, he thinks the measnre better than
no measure ;3 or at least he thinks that if he went out, it would
break up the government ; and imagines it to be of more conse-
quence that the government should be maintained than that
the particular measure should be rejected, He concedes his
imdividual judgment. No one has laid this down with more
distinctness than Sir Robert Peel. ¢ Supposing a person at
a dinner-table to express his private opinion of a measure
originating with a party with whom he is united in public life,
15 he, in the event of giving up that private opinion out of
deference to his party, to be exposed to a charge almost
amounting to dishonesty 7 The idea 18 absurd.—What is the
every-day conduct of government itselt? Is there anyone in
this House so i:_:{'!'lr'rl":‘:lﬂ' as to suppose | hat on :!].1(||[||--§_:T_'j_|"111;;; cabinel
ministers, who yield to the decision of their colleagues, speak
and act in parliament in striet conformity with the opinions
they have expressed in the eabinet ? If ministers are {o be

taunted on every oceasion that i!I:E'.}' hold opin‘ons in the
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24 The Character of Str Robert Peel.

cabinet different from what they do in this House, and if
parliament is to be made the scene of these taunts, 1 believe 1
should not be going too far in saying the House would have
time for little else. It is the umiform practice with all
governments, and I should be sorry to think the practice
carries any stain with it, for a member of the admimstration
who chances to entertain opinions differing from those of the
majority of his colleagues, rather than separate himself from
them, to submit to be overruled, and eyven though he do not
fully concur in their policy, to give his support to the measures
which, as an administration, they promulgate. T will give the
House an instance of this fact. It was very generally reported
on a late oceasion, that upon the question of sending troops
to Portugal a strong difference of opinion took place in the
cabmel. Now would it, T ask, be either just or fair to call on
those who, in the discusgion of the ecabinet, had spoken in
favour of sending out troops to aid the cause of Donna Maria,
to come down, and in parliament advocate that measure in
opposition to the decision of their colleagues ? No one would

. ]

think of doing z0.” Tt may not earry a stain ; but it is a pain-

ful idea.

It is evident, too, that this necessarily leads to great
apparent changes of opinion—to the professed belief of a
statesman at one moment being utterly different from what it
seems to be at another moment. When a government is

founded, questions A, B, C, D, ¥, F, are the great questions of

the day—the matters which are obvious, pressing—which the
public mind comprehends. X, Y, Z, are in the background,
little thought of, obscure. According to the received morality,
no statesman would hesitate to sacrifice the last to the first.
He might have a very strong personal opinion on X, but he
would surrender it to a colleague as the price of his co-operation
on A or B, A few years afterwards times change., Question A

1= rarried, B settles itself, It and F are f'ul';,;l'ﬂ_lr_au.. X beecomes

the most important topie of the day. The statesman who con-~
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e

ceded X before, now feels that he no longer can concede it ;
there is no equivalent. ITe has never in reality changed his
opinion, yet he has to argue in favour of the very measures
which he endeavoured before to argue against. Everybody
thinks he has changed, and without going into details, the
seerecy of which is esteemed essential to confidential co-opera-
tion, it is impossible that he ean evince his consisteney. It 18
impossible to doubt that this iz a very serions evil, and 1t is
]j:].“-linl}' one congequent on, or mich exagge rated hj}', a pﬁpl]lﬁl‘
and argumentative government. It is very possible for a con-
scientious man, under a bureaucratic government, to co-operate
with the rest of a conneil in the elaboration and execution of
measures, many of which he thinks inexpedient. Nobody asks
him his opinion ; he has not to argue, or defend, or persuade,
ut a free government boasts that it is carried on in the face
of day. Its prineciple is discussion ; its habit is debate. The
consequence 18, that those who conduct it have to defend
Mmeasnres riﬂ“]_.' lliri:]l'll_'lriﬂ-'l:':, 1.0 fﬂ‘rjf-ri 1o measires Tllt’.'j-’ dpprove,
to appear to have an accurate opinion on points on which they
really have no opinion. The calling of a constitutional states-
man is very much that of a political advocate ; he receives anew
brief with the changing cireumstances of each snecessive day.
Lt is easy to conceive a cold, sardonie intellect, moved with con-
tempt al such a life, casting aside the half-and-half pretences
with which others partly deceive themselves, stat ing anything,
preserving an intellectual preferenee for truth, but regarding any
effort at its :R[}m_*i:i] advocacy as the weak aim of foolish men.
striving for what they cannot attain. Lord Lyndhurst has shown
us that it is possible to lead the life of Lord Lyndhurst. One
tan coneerve, too, a cold and somewhat narrow intellect, capable
of lorming, in any untroubled scene, an aceurate plain conyietion,
but without much power of entering into the varying views of
others ; little skilled in diversified argument ; understanding its
OWn opinion, and not understanding Ihrn]:.inin'm:-:-‘:fﬂ”lt‘-‘l'h ——O1e

Gam unagine such a mind pained, and ecracked, and shattered,
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by endeavouring to lead a life of ostentations argument In
favour of others’ opinions, of half-concealment of its chill, unal-
It will be for posterity to make due allowance [

tering essence.

for the variance between the character and the position of Lord i
John Russell.
Sir Robert Peel was exactly fit for this life. The word TS

which exactly fits his oratory is—specious. He hardly ever said
anything which struck you in a moment to be true; he never
attered a sentence which for a moment anybody could deny to
be plausible. Once, when they were opposed on a railway hill, the
keen irascibility of Lord Derby stimulated him to observe ¢ that, 1
70 one knew like the right honourable baronet how to dress wp

a cuge for that House! The art of statement, the power of ?'|
i detail, the watching for the w sak points of an opponent, an i‘i
L[} average style adapting itself equally to what the speaker 2
2 1 believed and what he disbelieved, a business air, a didactic ﬁ.,
i i precigion for what it was convenient to make clear, an unctuous ." .
1 L disguise of flowing periods, and *a deep sense of responsibility’ &
i- 1 for what it was convenient to conceal, an enormous facility, 13
{.. a made Sir Robert Peel a nearly unequalled master of the art of l‘.
ot 8 political advocacy. For his times he was perhaps quite un- 'H"
i.' ' equalled. He might have failed in times of deep, outpouring
patriotic excitement ; he had not nature enough to express it. i

He might have failed m an age when there was nothing to do, §

and when elegant personality and the finesse of artistic expres- A

<ion were of all things most required. But for an age of I.

important business, when there were an unusual number of r

great topies to be disengsed, but none great enough to hurry |

men away from their business habits, or awaken the muost |

'|

ardent passion or the highest imagination, there is nothing like

the oratory of Peel—able but mnot aspiring, firm but not

exalted, never great but ever adequate to great affairs, It 1s

i e
- . &

curious to know that he was trained to the trade.
ll" ¢ Qoon after Peel was born, his father. the first baronet,

finding himself rising daily in wealth and consequence, and

-"—F-.-.-_--q-- .
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believing that money in those peculiar days could always
command a seat in Parliament, determined to bring up his son
expressly for the House of Commons. When that son was
quite a child, Sir Robert wonld frequently set him on the table,
and say, “ Now, Robin, make a speech, and 1 will give you this
cherry.” What few words the little fellow produced were
applauded ; and applause stimulating exertion, produced such
effects that, before Robin was ten years old, he could really
address the company with some degree of eloquence. As he
grew up, his father constantly took him every Sunday into his
private room, and made him repeat, as well as he could, the
sermon which had been preached. Little progress in effecting
this was made, and little was expected at first; but by steady
perseverance the habit of attention grew powerful, and the
sermon was repeated almost werbatim, When at a very dis-
tant day the senator, remembering accurately the speech of an
opponent, answered his arguments in correet snceession, it was
little known that the power of so doing was originally acquired
in 111':1_‘;11':11 Chureh.?

A mischievous observer might say, that something else had
remained to Sir Robert Peel from these sermons.  His tone is
a trifle sermoniec. He failed where perhaps alone Lord John
Russell has succeeded—in the oratory of convietion,

If we bear in mind the whole of these circumstances ; if we
picture in our minds o nature at once active and facile, easily
acquiring its opinions from without, not easily devising them
from within, a large placid adaptive intellect, devoid of irrit-
able intense originality, prone to forget the ideas of yesterday,
inelined to accept the ideas of to-day—it we imagine a man
s0 formed ecast early into absorbing, exhansting industry of de-
tail, with work enough to fill up a life, with action of itself
enough to render speculation almost impossible—placed too in
a position unsuited to abstract thought, of which the conven-
tions and rules require that a man should feign other men’s

thoughts, should impugn his own opinions—we shall begin to
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imagine a conscientious man destitute of convictions on the

occupations of his life—10 comprehend the character of Sir
Robert Peel.

That Sir Robert was a very conscientious man 1§ quat
le that he had a morbid sense of admin-

IJ. {'I‘ '|.'I""_

tain. Itis even probal
We do not say that he was 80 weighed

istrative responsibility.
10 is alleged never to have opened his

down as Lord Liverpool, wl
letters without a pang of foreboding that something had mis-
estimony agrees that Sir Robert
had an anxious sense of duty in detail. Lord Wellesley, some-
when it would have been

carried gsomewhere ; but every t

where in this volume, on an occasion
natural to speak of administrative capacity
ration, mentions cml:,- ¢the real iT'Il]Jl'l"-Fb’l'"'llS
«acter have fixed 1n my

at least equally
and efficient co-ope
which your kindness and high cha

The circumstances of his end naturally prm]n,rrml a
of tributes to his memory, and hardly any of them omit
The characteristic,

mind.

erowd
his deep sense of the obligations of action.

too, is written conspicuously on every line of these memoirs,

Disappointing and external as in some respects they seem, they
all the more evidently bear witness to this trait. They read
actical man; the

s duty

like the conscientious letters of an ordinary pr

at statesman has little other notion than that it is hi

gre
As a conspicuous merit, the Duke

to transact his business well.
of Wellington, oddly enough according to some people’s
¢ Ig the whole course of

notions

at the time, sclected Peel’s veracity.
my communication with him I have never known an instance
in which he did not show the strictest preferemce for truth. 1
never had, in the whole course of my life, the slightest reason
for suspecting that he stated anything which he did not firmly
believe to be the faect. I could not sit down without stating
what I believe, after a long acqus
striking characterist ic,) Siunple people 1n the country were a

intance, to have been his most

little astonished to hear so strong a eulogy on a man for nof
telling lies. They were under the impression that people in

roneral did not. But those who have eonsidered the tempting

(i ]

T
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nature of a statesman’s pursuits, the secrets of office, the inevit-
able complication of his personal relations, will not be surprised
that many stalesmen should be without veracity, or that one
should be eulogised for possessing it. It is to be remarked,
however, in mitigation of so awful an excellénce, that Sir Robert
was seldom ¢ in serapes,’” and that it is on those occasions that
the virtue of veracity is apt to be most severely tested. The
same remark 1s applicable to the well-praised truthfulness of the
Duke himself.

In conjunction with the great soldier, Sir Robert Peel js
entitled to the fame of a great act of administrative conscience,
He purified the Tory party. There is little doubt that, t‘]m*iug
the long and secure reign which the Torieg enjoyed about the
beginning of the century, there was much of the corruption
naturally incident to a strong party with many adherents to
provide for, uncontrolled by an effective Opposition, unwatched
by a great nation. Of course, too, uny government remaining
over from the last century would mevitably have adhering to it
‘ATIOus remaned corruptions of that curious epoch, There flou-
rished thoge mighty sinecures and reversions, a few of which
still remain to be the wonder and envy of an Ll[l{_‘!l]j-:i}?ing ge-
neration. The House of Commons was not diffieult then to
manage. There is a legend that a distinguished Treasury offi-
cial of the last cent ury, a very capable man, used to say of any
case which was hopelessly and inevitably bad: ¢ Ah, we must
apply our majority to this question;’ and no argument, is =o
effectual as the mechanical, calculable suffrage of a strong, un-
reasoning party. There were doubtless many excellent men in
the Tory party, even in its least excellent days; but the two
men to whom the party, as such, owes most of purification
were the Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel. From the
time whep they became responsible for the management, of a
Conservative government, there was no doubt, in office or in
the nation, that the public money and patronage were adminig-

tered by men whom no cousideration would induce to use
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and who would, as far as their

either for their personal benefit s
ent the corrupt use of

whole power lay, discourage and prev
either by others. The process by which they sneceeded 1n
ression is illustrated by a chapter in the

conveying this imp
Dean of York’s ¢ Memoir of Peel,) 1n which that well-known

dignitary recounts the temptations which he applied to the

political purity of his relative i—
for Treland, T asked him to give a very

While Peel was Secretary
orthy person for whom

trifling situation, nominally in his gift, to a w
1 folt an interest. He wrote me w ord that he was really anxions to
oblige me :n thig matter, but that a nobleman of much parliamentary
interest, who supported the government, ingisted upon his right to
dispose of all patronage in his own neighhunrhm:nﬂ. S0 anxious wns
will towards me, that he pravﬂ.ﬂﬁd upon the

Peel to show his good
favour from the aforesaid nobleman that

Lord-Tientenant to ask as &
the situation might be given to my nominee ; but the marguis replied,
that the situation was of no value, yet, to prevent a dangerous prece-
dent, he must refuse the application.

In times long after, when Siy Robert Pecl became prime minister,
T asked him often in the eourse of many years for sibuations for my
gons, which situations were I gub-
join three letters which T received from him ou these subjects ; they
were written after long intervals and at different periods, but they all

vacant and in his immediate gift.

speak the same language :—
Whitchall, December 20 (no date of year).

My DEAR DEAN OF York,—]1 thank you for your consideration
of what you deem the unrequited sacrifice which 1 make in the publie
But I beg to say that my chief consolation and reward is the
that my exertions are disinterested—that I have con-
ag a public trust, to be applied to the reward
and encouragement of public service, or to the less praiseworthy, but
«till necessary, purpose of promoting the general interests of the go-
That patronage is 8o wholly inadequate to meet the fair
that are daily presented for my consideration,

saIvice,
PONSCLOUSTLSS
sidered official patronage

vernment.
claimes of a publie nature,
at constitute the chief torment of office, that I can only over-
come the difficulties connected with the distribution by the utmost
forbearance as to deriving any personal advantage from it. If T had
control over the appointment to which vou refer, I should

absolute
apply it to the satisfaction of one or other of the engagements into

and th
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which 1 entered when T formed the government, and which (from the
absolute want of means) remain unfulfilled. But I have informed the
numerous parties who have applied to me on the subject of that ap-
pointment, that I feel it to be my duty, on acecount of the present con-
] dition of the board and the functions they have to perform, to select
®  for it some experienced man of business connected with the naval pro-
}  fession, or some man distinguished in that profession.
: Believe me, my dear Dean, affectionately vours,

Rogrrt Prer,

L applied again for another place of less mmportance : the answer
was much the same ag before —
Whitchall, April 5, 1843,
My prEar DeaN oF York,—I must dispose of the appointment to
which you rvefer upon the same principle on which I have uniformly
disposed of every appointment of a similar nature,
I do not consider patronage of this kind (and, indeed, I may truly
say it of all patronage) as the means of gratifying private wishes of any-
8 one. Tlhose whohave made locally great sacrifices and great exertions
for the maintenance of the political cause which they espouse, have
always been considered fairly entitled to be consulted in respect to the
5 disposal of local patronage, and would justly complain if, in order to
' promote the interests of a relative of my own, I were to disregard their

—

B recommendations, It would suhjeet me to great personal embarrass-
B ent, and be a complete departure from the rule to which I have
B always adhered,

All patronage of all descriptions, so far from being of the least
advantage personally to a minister, involves him in nothing but embar-

Ever affectionately yours,

rassment,

RoserT PrEL.

L publish one move letter of the same ki nd, becanse all these letters
exhibit the character of the writer, and contain matters of some public
interest, The distributor of stamps died in the very place where my
“ON Was resident, and where he and I had exerted considerable interest
1n assisting the government members. 1 thought that now, perhaps,
4N exception might be made to the general rule, and I confident] y

recommended my eldest son for the vaeaney, The ti_slluwing was the
answer -—

Whitehall, May 1.
MY pear Deax,— Whatever arrangements may be made with
vespect to the office of distributor of stamps, lately held by My,
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in appropriating to myself any shave of

I do not feel myself justified
T have not the remotest

the local patronage of a county with which
connection by property, or any other local tie.

There are three members for the county of
and, in addition to the applications which 1 shall no
T bave already received recommendations
_ench having certainly better
pointments in the county

who support the

government ;
doubt have from them,
from the Duke of and Earl
claims than I have personally for local ap

of ——.

T feel it quite impossible to make so complete a departure from the

winciples on which 1 have invariably acted, and which 1 feel to be

nothing more than consistent with
offices for my own private purposes.

common justice, as to take shire

Very faithfully yours,
Roserr PEEL.

These letters show the noble prineiple on which Sir Robert’s publie
life was founded. I am (uite sure that he had a great regard for my
He invited them to his shooting-qnarters, was pleased to find
1 made them many handsome presents; but he
them out of the public purse merely because

Many prime ministers have not been so

S0nS.
them amusement, an
steadily refused to enrich
they were his nephews,

Hm"upu] o118,

And clearly one divine wishes Sir Robert Peel had not been so.
The changes of opinion which Sir Robert Peel underwent

are often cited as sndications of a want of conscientionsness,
They really are, subject,

of his conscientiousness.

of course, to the preceding remarks,
proofs We do not mean in the ob-
vious sense of their being opposed to
stroyed the most serviceable

his visible interest, and

having on two great occasions de
ion ever ruled by a statesman in a political age ;

party organisat
timeliness of his transitions

but in a more refined sense, the
may, without overgtraining, be t

fides. Ile could not have changed

getness, if he ]

problems were 100 great and too wide.

been a few men—Talleys

who have seemn

hought a mark of their bona
with such fehicitous ex-
ad been guided by selfish caleulation. The
There have, of course,
and and Theramenes are instances—

ed to hit, as if by a political sense, the fitting
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moment to leave the side which was about to fall, and to join
the side which was about to rise. But these will commonly
be found to be men of a very different character from that of
Peel. Minds are divided into open and cloge. Some men
are so sensitive to extrinsie impressions, pass so eagily from
one man to another, catch so well the tone of each man’s
thought, use so well the opportunities of society for the pur-
poses of affairs, that they are, as it were, by habit and practice,
metrical instruments of public opinion. Sir Robert was by
character, both natural and acquired, the very reverse. He was
a reserved, occupied man of business. In the arts of society

In the easy transition from person to person, from tone to
tone, he was but little skilled. If he had been left to pick up
his rules of conduct by mere social perception and observation,

his life would have been g

life of miscaleulations ; instead
of :tzln.liring the timeliness

of his conversions, we should

wonder at the perversity of his transitions. The case is not

new. In ancient times, at a remarkable moment, in the
ipersons of two selfish men of genius, the open mind was

contrasted with the close, By a marvellous combination of

successive manceuvres, Julinus Cesar yose from ruin to empire ;
the spoiled child of society—sensitive to each breath of
opinion—ever living, at least among the externals of enjoy-
ment—always retaining, by a gemal kindliness of manmer,
Iriends from each of the classes which he varionsly used. By
what the vulgar might be pardoned for thinking a divine
infatuation, Pompeius lost the best of politic
threw away every recurring chance, and died

exile,

al positions,
a wandering
A8 a reserved, ungenial man, he never was able to
estimate the feeling of the time. *¢I have only to stamp
with my foot when the oceasion requires, to raise legions
from the soil of Italy!’ were the words of one who could not,
in his utmost need, raise a force to strike one blow for Italy
itself. The fate of Pompeius would have been that of Peel,
if he too had played the game of selfish caleulation. His
D
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pling with the rough substance of a great subject. Of course,
if this were the place for an estimate of Mr. Canning, there
wonld be some limitation, and much excuse to be offered for all

this. e was early thrown into what we may call an aristocratic
debating society, accustomed to be charmed, delighting in
classic gladiatorship. To expeet a great speculator, or &
principled statesman, from such a position, would be expecting
German from a Parisian, or plainness from a diplomatist. He
grew on the soil on which he had Dbeen cast; and it iz hard,
perhaps impossible, to separate the faults which are due toit
and to him. Ile and it have both passed away. The old
delicate parliament is gone, and the gladiatorship which 1t
loved. The progress of things, and the Reform Bill which was
the result of that progress, have taken, and are taking, the
national representation away from the university classes, and
conferring it on the practical classes. Exposition, arithmetic,
detail, reforms—these are the staple of our modern eloquence.
The old horoughs which introduced the young scholars are
passed away; and even if the young scholars were in parlia-
ment, the subjects do mnot need the classic tact of expression.
Very plain speaking suits the ¢ passing tolls,’ ¢ registration of
joint-stock companies,’ finance, the Post-office. The petty
regulation of the details of eivilisation, which happily is the
daily task of our government, does not need, does not suit, a
recherché taste or an ornate eloquence. As is the speech, so
are the men., Sir Robert Peel was inferior to Canning in the
old parliament ; he would have been infinitely superior to him
in the new. The aristocratic refinement, the nice embellish-
ment, of the old time, were as alien to him as the detail and

dryness of the new era were suitable. He was admirably fitted

to be where the Reform Bill placed him. He wasfitted to work

and explain ; he was not able to charm or to amuse.

In its exact form this kind of eloguence and statesmanship
is peculiar to modern times, and even to this age. In ancient

times the existence of slavery forbade the existence of a middle
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class eloquence. The Cleon who possessed the tone and the
confidence of the people in trade was a man vulgar, coarse,
speaking the sentiments of a class whose views were narrow
and whose words were mean. So many occupations were con-
fined to slaves, that there was scarcely an opening for the sen-
sible, moderate, rational body whom we now see. It was, of
course, always possible to express the sentiments and prejudices
of people in trade. It is new to this era, it secems ercated for
Sir Robert Peel to express those sentiments, in a style refined,
but not too refined ; which will not jar people of high enltiva-
tion, which will seem suitable to men of common eares and im-
portant transactions,

In another respect Sir Robert Peel was a fortunate man.
The principal measures required in his age were ‘repeals,’
From changing circumstances, the old legislation would no
longer suit a changed community ; and there was a clamonr,
first for the repeal of one important act, and then of another.
This was suitable to the genius of Peel. He could hardly have
created anything, His intelleet, admirable in administrative
routine, endlessly fertile in suggestions of detail, was not of the
class which creates, or which readily even believes an absolutely
new idea. As has been so often said, he typified the practical
intelligence of hig time. e was prone, as has been explained,
to receive the daily deposits of insensibly-changing opinion ; but
he could bear nothing startling ; nothing bold, original, single,
is to be found in his acts or his words. Nothing could be so
suitable to such a mind asa conviction that an existing law was
wrong. The successive gradations of opinion pointed to a clear
and absolute result. When it was a question, as in the case of
the Reform Bill, not. of simple abolition, but of extensive and
diffieult recongtruetion, he ¢eould not see his way.’ He could
be convinced that the anti-Catholie laws were wrong, that the
Currency laws were wrong, that the commercial laws were
Wrong ; especially he could be convineced that the laissez-faire
System was right, and the real thing was to do nothing ; but he
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was incapable of the larger and higher political construction.
A more imaginative genius is necessary to deal with the con-
sequences of new ereations, and the structure of an unseen
future.

This remark requires one limitation. A great deal of what
is called legislation is really administrative regulation. It does
not settle what is to be done, but how it is to be done; 1t does
not preseribe what our institutions shall be, but directs in
whit, manner existing institutions shall work and operate. Of
this portion of legislation Sir Robert Peel was an admirable
master. Few men have fitted administrative regulations with
so nice an adjustment to a prescribed end. The Currency Act
of 1844 was an instance of this. If you consult the speeches
by which that bill was introduced and explained to parliament,
you certainly will not find any very rigid demonstrations of
political economy, or dry compactness of abstract principle.
Whether the abstract theory of the supporters of that Act be
sound or unsound, no exposition of it ever came from the lips
of Peel, He assumed the results of that theory; but no man
saw more quickly the nature of the administrative machinery
which was required. The separation of the departments of the
Bank of England, the limitation of the country issues, though
neither of them original ideas of Sir Robert’s own mind, yet
were not, like most of his other important political acts, forced
on him from without. There was a general agreement among
the received authorities in favour of a eertain eurrency theory ;
the administrative statesman saw a good deal before other men
what was the most judicious and effectual way of setting it at
work and regulating its action.

We have only spoken of Sir Robert Peel as a public man,
and if you wish to write what is characteristic about him, that
is the way to do so. He was a man whom it requires an effort
to think of as engaged in anything but political business.
Disraeli tells us that some one gaid that Peel was never happy
except in the House of Commons, or doing something which
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had some relation to something to be done there. In com-
B mon life, we continually see men scarce] y separable as it were
from their pursuits: they are as good as others, but their
visible nature seems almost all absorbed in a certain visible
calling, When we gpeak of them we are led to speak of it, when
we would speak of it we are led insensibly to speak of them.
It is so with Sir Robert Peel. So long as constitutional states-
2 manship is what it is now, so long as its function consists in

§ recording the views of a confused nation, so long as success
in it is confined to minds plastic, changeful, administrative—
we must il{JI]E for no better man., You have excluded the

profound thinker; you must be content with what bALL R
obtain—the busi ness-gentleman,



[1857.]

IT was a bold, perhaps a rash idea, to collect the writings of
Henry Brougham, They were written at such distant dates ;
their subjects are so various ; they are often so wedged into the
circumstances of an age—that they scareely look natural in a
series of volumes. Some men, doubtless, by a strong grasp of
intellect, have compacted together subjects as various; the
finger-marks of a few are on all human knowledge ; others, by
a rare illuminative power, have lit up as many with a light that
seems peculiar to themselves. Franciscus Baconus sic cogi-
tavit may well illustrate an opera omnia. But Lord Brougham
has neither power; his restless genmius has mo claim to the
still, illuminating imagination ; his many-handed, apprehensive
intelligence is scarcely able to fuse and concentrate. Variety
is his taste, and versatility his power. His career has not been
quiet. Ior many years rushing among the details of an age,
he has written as he ran. There are not many undertakings
bolder than to collect the works of such a life and such a man.

The edition itself seems a good one. The volumes are con-
venient in size, well printed, and fairly arranged. The various
writings it contains have been revised, but not over-revised, by
their author. Tt is not, however, of the collection that we wish
to speak. We would endeavour, so far as a few hasty pages
may serve, to delineate the eareer and character of the writer.
The attempt is among the most difficult. He is still among

\ Works of Henry Lovd Brougham, F.R.S., Member of the National Insti-
tute of France and the Royal Academy of Naples. London: Griflin,
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us; we have not the materials, possibly not the impartiality,
of posterity, Nor have we the familiar knowledge of contem-
poraries ; the time when Lord Brougham exerted his greatest
faculties is beyond the political memory of younger men.
There are no sufficient books on the events of a quarter of a
century ago, we have only traditions; and this must be our
excuse if we fall, or seem to fall, into error and confusion.

The years immediately succeeding the great peace were
years of sullenness and difficulty. The idea of the war had
passed away ; the thrill and excitement of the great struggle
were no longer felt. We had maintained, with the greatest
potentate of modern times, a successful eontest for existence.
We had our existence, but we had no more; our victory had
been great, but it had no fruits. By the aid of pertinacity and
capital, we had vanguished genius and valour ; but neo visible
increase of European influence followed. Napoleon said that
Wellington had made peace as if he had been defeated. We
had delivered the Continent; sueh was our natural idea: but
the Continent went its own way. There was nothing in its
state to please the everyday Englishman. There were kings
and emperors; “which was very well for foreigners, they had
always been like that ; but it was not many kiﬁgs could pay ten
per eent, inecome-tax.! Absolutism, as sueh, cannot be popular
in a free country. The Holy Alliance, which made a religion
of despotism, was searcely to be reconciled with the British
constitution. Altogether we had vanguished Napoleon, but we
had no pleasure in what came after him. The cause which
dgitated our hearts was gone; there was no longer a noise of
Victories in the air ; eontinental affairs were dead, despot ie, dull ;
We scarcely liked to think that we had made them so; with
weary dissatisfaction we turned to our own condition.

This was profoundly unsatisfactory. Trade was depressed ;
agriculture ruinous: the working class singularly disaffected.
During the war, our manufacturing industry had grown most
rapidly ; there was a not unnatural expeetation that, after a
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general peace, the rate of increase would be accelerated. The
whole continent, it was considered, would be opened to us;
Milan and Berlin decrees no longer excluded us; Napoleon
did not now interpose between ¢the nation of shopkeepers’
and 1ts customers; now he was at St. Helena, surely those
customers would buy? It was half-forgotten that they could
not. The drain of capital for the war had been, at times,
heavily felt in England; there had been years of poverty and
discredit ; still our industry had gone on, our workshops had
not stopped. We had never known what it was to he the
seat of war, as well as a power at war, We had never known
our burdens enormously increased, just when our industry was
utterly stopped ; disarranged as trading credit sometimes was,
it had not been destroyed, No conseription had drained us of
our most efficient consumers. The Continent, south and north,
had, though not everywhere alike, suffered all these evils ; its
populations were poor, harassed, depressed, They could not
buy our manufactures, for they had no money. The large pre-
parations for a continental export lay on hand; our traders
were angry and displeased. Nor was content to be found in
the agricultural districts. During the war, the British farmer
had inevitably a monopoly of this market; at the approach of
peace, his matural amtipathy to foreign corn influenced the
legislature. The Home Secretary of the time had taken into
consideration whether 76s. or 80s. was such a remunerating
price as the agriculturist should obtain, and a corn-law had
passed accordingly. But no law could give the farmer famine
prices, when there was scarcity here and plenty abroad. There
were riots at the passing of the ¢Bread-tax, as it was; in
1813, the price of corn was 120s. ; the rural mind was sullen
in 1816, when it sunk to 57s. The protection given, though
unpopular with the poor, did not satisfy the farmer.

The lower orders in the manufacturing districts were, of
necessity, in great distress, The depression of trade produced
its inevitable results of closed mills and scanty employment.




L LTSt

Lord Brougham. 43

Wages, when they could be obtaimed, were very low, The
artisan population was then new to the vicissitudes of ind ustry
how far they are, even now, instructed in the laws of trade,
recent, prosperity will hardly let us judge; but, at that time,
they had no doubt that it was the fault of the State, and if not
of particular statesmen, then of the essential institutions, that
they were in want. They believed the Government ought to
regulate their remuneration, and make it suffcient. During
some straitened years of the war the mame of ¢Luddites’
became known. They had principally shown their discontent
by breaking certain machines, which they fancied deprived
them of work, Afer the peace, thé records of the time are full
of ¢Spencean Philanthropists,’ ¢ Hampden Clubs,’ and similar
associations, all desiring a great reform—some of mere politics,
others of the law of property and all social economy, Large
meetings were everywhere held, something like those of the
year 1839 : a general insurrection, doubtless a wild dream of a
tew hot-brained dreamers, was fancied to have been really
planned. The name ¢ Radical’ came to be associated with this
discontent, The spirit which, in after years, clamoured dis-
tinctly for the five points of the Charter, made itself heard in
mutterings and threatenings.

Nor were the capitalists, who had created the new wealth,
socially more at ease, Many of them, as large employers of
labour, had a taste for Toryism ; the rule of the people to them
meant the rule of their workpeople. Some of the wealthiest
and most skilful became associated with the aristocraey, but it
Was in vain with the majority to attempt it. Between them
and the possessors of hereditary wealth there was fixed a great
gulf ; the contrast of habits, speech, manners, was too wide.
The two might coincide in particular opinions ; they might
agree to support the same institutions ; they might set forth,
m a Conservative creed, the same form of sound words: but,
though the abstract conclusions were identical, the mode of
hr_ﬂding themn—to borrow a subtlety of Father Newman's—was
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exceedingly different. The refined, diseriminating, timorous
immobility of the aristocracy was distinet from the coarse,
dogmatic, keep-downishness of the manufacturer. Yet more
marked was the contrast, when the opposite tendencies of
temperament had produced, as they soon could not but do, a
diversity of opinion. The case was not quite new in England.
Mr, Burke spoke of the tendency of the first East Indians to
Jucobinism. They could not, he said, bear that their present
importance should have no proportion to their recently-acquired
riches. No extravagant fortunes have, in this century, been
made by Englishmen in India; but Lancashire has been a
California. Families have been created there, whose names we
all know, which we think of when we mention wealth ; some of
which are now, by lapse of time, passing into the hereditary
caste of recognised opulence. This, however, has been a work
of time ; and, before it occurred, there was no such intermediate
class between the new wealth and the old. ¢TIt takes,” it 18
said that Sir Robert Peel observed, ® three generations to make
a gentleman.’ In the meantime, there was an inevitable mis-
understanding ; the new cloth was too coarse for the old. DBe-~
sides this, many aectual institutions offended the eyes of the
middle class. The state of the law was opposed both to their
prejudices and interests : that you could only recover your
debts by spending more than the debt, was hard ; and the
injury was aggravated, the money was spent in special plead-
ing *—¢ in putting a plain thing so as to perplex and mislead a
plain man.” ¢ Lord Eldon and the Court of Chancery,’ as Sydney
Smith expressed it, ‘ sat heavy on mankind.,’ The existence of
slavery in our colonies, strongly supported by a strong aristo-
cratic and parliamentary influence, offended the principles of
middle-class Christianity, and the natural sentiments of simple
men, The cruelty of the penal law—the punishing with death
sheep-stealing and shop-lifting—jarred the humanity of that
second order of English society, which, from their habits of
reading and non-reading, may be called, par excellence, the
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seriptural classes. The routine harshness of a not VEry wise
executive did not mitigate the feeling. The modus operandi
of Government appeared coarse and oppressive,

We seemed to pay, too, a good deal for what we did not like.
At the close of the war, the ten per cent. income tax was of
course heavily oppressive. The public expenditure was beyond
argument lavish ; and it was spent in pensions, sinecures (for
‘ them idlers’ in the speech of Lancashire), and a mass of sun-
dries, that an economical man of business will searcely admit
to be necessary, and that even now, after countless prunings,
produce periodically *financial reform assoclations,’ ¢ adminis-
trative leagues,” and other combinations which amply testify
the enmity of thrifty efficiency to large figures and muddling
management. There had remained from the eighteenth een-
tury a tradition of corruption, an impression that direct pecu-
niary malversation pervaded the public offices s an idea true in
the days of Rigby or Bubb Dodington, but which, like many
other impressions, continued to exist many years after the facts
in which it originated had passed away. Grovernment, in the
hands of such a man as Lord Liverpool, was very different from
government in the hands of Sir Robert Walpole: respectabilit y
wasexacted : of actual money-taking there was hardly any. Still,
especially among interior officials, there was something to shock
modern purity, The size of jobs was large : if the Treasury of
that time could be revived, it would be depressed at the little-
uess of whatever is perpetrated in modern administration.
There were petty abuses too in the country—in municipalities
—in charitable trusts—in all outlying publie moneys, which
seemed to the offended man of business, who saw them with
his own eyes, evident instances confirming his notion of the
Malpractices of Downing Street., ¢There are only five little
boys in the school of Richester ; they may cost 2001, and the
INcome is 20001., and the trustees don’t account for the bal-
ance ; which is the way things are done in England : we keeps
an uris:tm:frzm_v,’ &e. The whole of this feeling was concentrated
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vessel should touch a British port, and then enter a French one,
or one under French control. The Orders in Couneil said that
no vessel whatever should enter any such port without having
first touched at some port of Great Britain.'! The natural results
were the annihilation of our trade with the Continent and a quar-
rel with the United States. Themerchants of the country were
alarmed at both consequences. Perhaps until then men hardly
knew how powerful our trading classes had become. Meetings
were held in populous places; petitions in great numbers—an
impressive and important thing in those times—were presented.
Wherever foreign commerce existed, the discontent expressed
jtself in murmurs. The forms of the House of Commons were
far more favourable than they now are to action from without ;
and this is not unnatural, since there had been as yet but few
actions from without, and it had not been necessary to have a
guard against them. ©The petitions, as has been said, were nu-
merous ; and on the presentation of each there was a speech
from the member presenting it, trying to bring on a debate, and

suggesting topics which might irritate the ministry and con-

vince the country”’ Mr. Brougham was always in his place.
‘.‘Hurdli'f an hour passed without detecting some false statement
or illogical argument, ; hardly a night passed without gaining
some convert to the cause of truth,’ The result was decisive.
¢ Although opposed by the whole weight of the Govern-
ment both in public and out of doors; although at first vigo-
rously resisted by the energy, the acuteness, the activity,
and the expertness which made Mr, Perceval one of the
first debaters of his day; although, after’ his death, the
struggle was maintained by the father of the system ? with
all hiz fire and with his full knowledge of the subject—
nay, although’ the Ministry risked their existence on the
question, the victory remained with the petitioners. The
Orders in Council were abolished, and the efficacy of

This and the following quotations are from the Speeches of Lord
Brougham and the [ntroductions to them, published in 1838, The latter were

1]

written by himself. 2 Mr, Stephen,
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agitation proved. ¢ The session of 1816 offered

an example yet
more remarkable of the same

tactics being attended with signal
success. On the term; nation of the war,

the Government:
were determjnml, inste

ad of repealing the whole Income-tax,
which the law declarved to be ¢ for and during the continuanee

of the war, and no longer,” to retain one-half of it
as this intention was announced, sey
Some petitions were presented,
if the motion ¢were pressed on Thursday, he should avail
himself of the forms of the House.! 0Of course
larity of Paying money was decisive ; the Income-tax fell, The
same faculty of aggression, which had bee
these Instances, was immedia
the sullenness of

“As soon
eral meetings were held.’
Mr. Brougham declared that,

the unpopu-

0 so suecessful in
tely so applied as to g1ve voice to
the country; to cxpress forms of discontent
as real, though not wiik an ohject as determinate,

Mr. Brougham did not understate his cage :

branch of the subject which T shal pass over
the

dmount of t)he distresses which
Lo prevail over

‘There is one
altogether—I mean
are now universally admitted
almost every part of the empire,

topic all men are agreed ; the statements connected with it
e as unquestionable

as they are afflicting.”  Nordid he shrink
from detaj), ‘I shall suppose,’ he observed to the House, ¢4
tarm of 400 acres of fair, good land, yielding a rent of from
9007 to 6001, a-year.,” ¢TIt will require a four years® eourse—
200 acreg being in corn, 100 in fallow, and 100 in hay and

51883 ° and he geems to prove that at least it ought not to
great rise in lime and all sorts

Upon this

dnswer, ¢ h-ldependent.l_y of the
of Manure,” The commercial mania of the time takes
N the deseription,
“Hemy’s meg

its turn
‘After the eramped state in which the
sures, and our own retaliation (as we termed it)
had k[!pt our trade for some years, when the events of Hpring
1814 Suddenly opened the Continent, g rage for exporting
Svods of eévery kind burst forth, only to he explained by re-
ﬂeutiug on the previous restrictions we had been 1]
Under, ang only to be equalled (though not in extent)

E

abouring
by some
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of the mercantile delusions connected with South American

speculations. Everything that could be shipped was sent off ;

all the capital that could be laid hold of was embarked. The

frenzy, 1 can call it nothing less, after the experience of 1806

and 1810, descended to persons in the humblest eircumstances
and the farthest removed, by their pursuits, from commercial

cares, It may give the committec some idea of this disease, if
I state what I know to have happened in one or two places.
Not only clerks and labourers, but menial servants, engaged
the little sums which they had been laying up for a provision
against old age and sickness ; persons went round tempting
them to adventure in the trade to Holland, and Germany, and
the Baltic; they risked their mite in the hopes of boundless
profits ; it went with the millions of the more regular traders :
the hubble soon burat, like its predecessors of the South Sea,
the Migssissippi, and Buenos Ayres; English goods were selling
for much less in Holland and the north of Europe than in
London and Manchester; in most places they were lying a
dead weight without any sale at all; and either no returns
whatever were received, or pounds eame back for thousands
that had gone forth, The great speculators broke; the
middling ones lingered out a precarious existence, deprived of
all means of continuing their dealings either at home or abroad ;
the poorer dupes of the delusion had lost their little hoards,
and went upon the parish the next mishap that befel them ;
but the result of the whole has been much commercial distress

a eaution now ahsolutely necessary in trying new adventures

a prodigious diminution in the demand for manulactures, and
indirectly a serious defaleation in the effectual demand for the
produce of land.’

Next year Mr. Brougham deseribed as the worst season
ever known. The year 1812, a year before esteemed one of
much suffering, rose in comparison to one of actual prosperity.
He began with the ¢ elothing, a branch of trade which, from acei-
dental circumstances, is not as depressed as our other great
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staples;* he passed to the iron trade, &e. &e. He dilated on
the distress, the discontent and suffering of the people., Of
course the Government were to blame. He moved that the
“unexampled ’ difficnlties of trade and manufactures were
‘materially increased by the policy pursued with respect
to our foreign commerce
difficulties is in a great

that the continuance of these

degree owing to the severe pressure
of taxation under which the country labours, and which ought

by every practicable means to be lightened—that the system
of foreign policy pursued by his Majesty’s ministers has not

been such as to obtain for the people of this country thoge

commerelal advantages which the influence of Great Britain
in foreign countries fairly entitled them to expect.” As Dhe-
came a pupil of the Ed inburgh University, Mr. Brougham was
not averse to politica! economy. He was ready to discuss the
theory of rent or the corn-laws. He made a speech, which he
relates ag baving had g greater success than any other which he
made in Parliament, in support of Mr. Caleraft’s amendment,
to ‘substitute 192,6381. 45. 9d. for 385,276[. 9s. 6d., the esti-
mate for the household troops.” Foreign policy was a favourite
topic.  Almost unsupported, as he said some years after, he
attacked the Holy Alliance, Looking back through the soften-
ng atmosphere of reminiscence, he almost seems to have g
kindness for Lord Castlereagh. He remembers with pleasure
the uttey ¢ courage with which he exposed himself unabashed to
itical -audir:u-::e in the world, while incapable of utter-
i"E'HLl}-'Lh.ing but the meanest matter, expressed in the most

Wretched language ;’ nor has he ‘forgotten the kind of pride

that mantled on the fronts of the Tory phalanx when, after being

Overwhelmed with the fire of the Whig Oppesition, or galled by

the fiaree denunciations of the Mountain, or harassed by the

splendid displays of M. Canning, their chosen leader stood
forth

the most ep

» and preseniing the graces of his eminently patrician
figure, flang open his eoat, displayed an azure ribbon traversing
* Snow-white chest, and declared his high satisfaction that he
B 2
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the charges against him face to face, and repel

conld now meet
with indignation all that his adversaries had been bold and rash

enough to advance. But the ¢Mr. Brougham’ of that time

<howed no admiration ; no denunciations were stronger than

his ; mo sarcasm impinged more deeply ; if the ¢noble lord in

the blue ribbon® wished anyone out of the House, the ¢ man
from the Northern Circuit, * was probably that one. Kings and
emperors met with little mercy, and later years have shown
how little was merited by the petty absolutism and unthinking
narrowness of that time.

That Mr. Brougham indissolubly connected the education
movement with hizs nmame everybody knows, but scarcely
anyone remembers how unpopular that movement was. Mr.
Windham had said, some years before, ¢ That the diffusion of
knowledge was proper, might be supported by many good
arguments; but he confessed he was a sceptic on that point.
It was said, Look at the state of the savages as compared with
ours. A savage among savages was very awell, and the dif-
forence was only perceived when he came to be introduced into
civilised society.) ¢ His friend Dr. Johnson was of opinion
that it was not right to teach reading beyond a certain ex-
tent in society,” The same feeling continued. Mr. Peel, in
his blandest tones, attacked the education committee. Lord
St owell. not without sagacity, observed, ¢ If you provide a larger
amount of highly-cultivated talent than there is a demand for, the
surplus is very likely to tumn sour. Such were the sentiments
of scome of the best scholars of that era; and so went all ortho-
dox sentiment. That education was the same as republicanism,
and republicanism as infidelity, half the curates believed. But,
in spite of all this opposition, perhaps with more relish on
account of it, Mr. Brougham was ever ready. He was a kind of
prophet of knowledge. His voice was heard in the streets. He
preached the gospel of the alphabet ; he sang the praises of the
primer all the day long. ¢ Practical observations,’ ¢ discourses,’
¢ speeches, exist, terrible to all men now. To the kind of edu-




cation then advocated there may be objections, We may object
to the kind of ¢ knowledge ’ then most sought after; but there
can be no doubt that those whothen laboured in its behalf must
be praised for having inculcated, in the horrid heat of the day,
as a boring paradox what is now a boring commonplace.

Our space would fail us if we were to attempt to recount
Brougham’s labours on the slavery question, on George IV.
and Queen Caroline, or his hundred encounters with the
routine statesmen. The series commenced at the Peace, but
it continued for many years. Is not its history written in the
chronicles of Parliament? Yon must turn the leaves—no
unpleasant reading—of those old debates, and observe how
often Mr, Brougham’s name occurs, and on what eumbrous
subjects, before you can estimate the frequency of his attacks
and the harassing harshness of his labour. One especial sub-
ject was his more than any other man’s—law reform. He had
Romilly and Mackintosh as fellow-labourers in the ameliora-
tion of the penal code ; he had their support, and that of some
others, in his incessant narrations of the grievances of indi-
viduals, and denunciations of the unfeeling unthinkingness of
our Home administration ; but no man grappled so boldly—we

had almost said so coarsely—with the erude complexities of our
civil jurisprudence : for a rougher nature, a more varied know-
ledge of action than we can expect of philanthropists were
needed for that task. The subject was most diffieult to deal
with. The English commerce and civilisation had grown up in
the meshes of a half-feudal code, further complicated with the
eurious narrowness and spirit of chicane which haunt every-
where the law-courts of early times. The technicality which
produced the evil made the remedy more difficult. There was
1o general publie opinion on the manner of reform ; the publie
felt the evil, but no one could judge of the efficacy of a remedy,
Save persons studious in complicated learning, who would
hardly be expected to show how that learning could be rendered

useless—hardly, indeed, to imagine a world in which it did not
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exist, The old creed, that these ingenious abuses were the
last *perfection of reason,’ still lingered. It must give Lord
Brougham some pride to reflect how many of the improyements
which he was the first to popularise, if not to suggest, have
been adopted—how many old abuses of detail, which he first
indicated to Parliament, exist no longer—how many more are
now admitted by everybody to be abuses, though the mode of
abolition is contested. The speech on law reform, which he
published in the collected edition of his speeches, is nearly a
summary of all that has been done or suggested in eommon or
civil law reform for the last thirty years. The effect which so
bold an attack on so many things by a single person produced
in that conservative time was prodigious. ¢‘There never was
such a nuisance as the man is,’ said an old lawyer whom we
knew; and he expressed the feeling of his profession. 1f we
add, that beside all these minor reforms and secondary agita-
tions, Mr. Brongham was a bold advoeate of Catholie emanci-
pation and parliamentary reform—the largest heresies of that
epoch—we may begin to understand the sarcasm of Mr.
Canning : ¢ The honourable and learned gentleman having, in
the course of his parliamentary life, supported or proposed
almost every species of vnnovation which could be practised on
the constitution, it was not very easy for ministers to do any-
thing without seeming to borrow from him. Break away in
what direction they would, whether to the right or to the left,
it was all alike. ¢ Oh,” said the honourable gentleman, “ T was
there before you: you would not have thought of that if I had

13

not given you a hint.” In the reign of Queen Anne there was
a sage and grave critic of the name of Dennis, who in his old age
got it into his head that he had written all the good plays
which were acted at that time. At last a tragedy came forth
with a most imposing display of hail and thunder. At the first
peal, Dennis exclaimed : ¢ That is my thunder!” 8o with the
honourable and learned gentleman ; there was no noise astir for

the good of mankind in any part of the world, but he instantly
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claimed it for his thunder.” 'We may have wearied our readers
with these long references to old conflicts, but it was necessary.
We are familiar with the aberrations of the ex-Chancellor; we
forget how bold, how efficacious, how varied was the activity of
Henry Brougham.

There are several qualities in his genius which make such a
life peculiarly suited to him. The first of these is an aggressive,
impulsive disposition. Most people may admit that the world
goes ill; old abuses geem to exist, questionable details to
abound. Hardly anyone thinks that anything may not be
made better. But how to improve the world, to repair the
defects, is a difficulty. Immobility is a part of man. Asluggish
conservatism is the basis of our English nature. ¢ Learn, my
son,’ said the satirist, ¢ to bear tranquilly the calamities of others.’
We easily learn it. Most men have a line of hife, and 1t im-
poses certain duties which they fulfil; but they cannot be
induced to start out of that line. We dwell in ‘a firm basis of
content.,” ¢Tet the mad world go its own way, for it will go its
own way.! There is no doctrine of the English Church more
agreeable to our instinetive taste than that which forbids all
works of supererogation. ‘You did a thing without being
obliged,’ said an eminent statesman: ‘then that must be
wrong.! We travel in the track. Lord Brougham is the
opposite of this. It is not difficult to him to attack abuses.
The more difficult thing for him would be to live in a world
without abuses. An intense excitability is in his nature. He
Inust ¢ go off.” He is eager to reform corruption, and rushes out to
refute error. A tolerant placidity is altogether denied to him,

And not only is this excitability eager,it 1s many-sided.
The men who have in general exerted themselves in labours for
others, have generally been rather of a brooding nature ; certain
ideas, views and feelings have impressed themselves on them
in solitude ; they come forth with them among the crowd, but
th‘ff have no part in 1fs diversified life. They are almost
Irritated by it. They have no coneeption except of their cause ;
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they are abstracted in one thought, pained with the dizziness of
a heated idea. There is nothing of this in Brougham. He is
excited by what he sees, The stimulus is from without. He
saw the technicalities of the law-courts; observed a charitable
trustee misusing the charity moneys; perceived that George
IV. oppressed QQueen Caroline ; went to Old Sarum. He is not
absorbed in a creed: he is pricked by facts. Accordingly, his
activity is miscellaneous, The votary of a doctrine is concen-
trated, for the logical consequences of a doetrine are limited.
But an open-minded man, who is aroused by what he sees, quick
at discerning abuses, ready to reform anything which he thinks
goes wrong—will never have done acting. The details of life
are endless, and each of them may go wrong in a hundred ways.
Another faculty of Brougham (in metaphysies it is perhaps
but a phase of the same) is the faculty of casy anger. The
supine placidity of eivilisation is not.favourable to animogity., A
placid Conservative is perhaps a little pleased that the world is
going a lettle ill. Lord Brougham does not feel this. Tike an
Englishman on the Continent, he is ready to blow up anyone.
He is a Jonah of detail ; he is angry at the dust of life, and
wroth with the misfeasances of employés. The most reverber-
ating of bastinadoes is the official mind basted by Brougham.
You did this wrong; why did you omit that? Document C
vught. to be on the third file ; paper D is wrongly docketed in
the ninth file. Red tape will scarcely succeed when it is (ues-
tioned ; you should take it as Don Quixote did his helimet,
without examination, for a most excellent helmet. A vehement,
ludustrious man proposing to untie papers and not proposing
to spare errors 18 the lerror of a respectable administrator.
*buch an impracticable man, sir, interfering with the office,

e
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attacking private character, messing in what cannot concern
him.” These are the jibes which attend an irritable anxiety for
the good of others. They have attended Lord Brougham through
life. He has enough of misanthropy to be a philanthropist.

How much of this is temper, and how much public spirit, it
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is not for anyone to attempt to say. That a natural pleasure
in wrath is part of his character, no one who has studied the
career of Brougham can doubt. But no fair person can doubt,
either, that he has shown on many great occasions—and, what
18 more, on many petty occasions—a rare zeal for the public
welfare. He may not be capable of the settled calm by which
the world is best administered. There is a want of consistency
in his goodness, of concentration in his action. The gusts of
passion pass over him, and he is gone for a time you can scarcely
say where. But, though he is the creature of impulse, his im-
pulses are often generous and mnoble ones. No one would do
what he has done, no one could have the intense motive power
to do what he has done, without a large share of diffused un-
selfishness, The irritation of the most acute excitability would
not sutfice. It is almost an axiom in estimates of human
nature, that in its larger operations all that nature mmnst
concur. Doubtless there is a thread of caleulation in the
midst of his impulses ; no man rises to be lord-chancellor with-
out, at least in lulls and intervals of impulse, a most dis-
criminating and ecareful judgment of men and things and
chances, But after every set-off and abatement, and with-
out any softening of unamiable indications, there will yet
remain—and a long series of years will continue to admire it—
an eager principle of disinterested action.

Lord Brougham’s intellectual powers were as fitted for the
functions of a miscellaneous agitator as his moral character.
The first, of these, perhaps, is a singular fﬂrulfj,r of conspicuous
labour, In general, the work of agitation proceeds in this way :
4 conspicuous, fascinating popular orator is ever on the surface,
€ver ready with appropriate argument, making motions, attract-
ing public attention ; beneath and out of sight are innumerable
Workers and students, unfit for the public eye, getting up the
fuetg: F-laht}ruting conelusions, supplying the conspicuous orator
with the data on which he lives. There is a perpetual contro-
Versy, when the narrative of the agitation comes to be written,
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whether the merit of what is achieved belongs to the skilful ad-
vocate who makes a subtle use of what is provided for him, or
the laborious inferiors and juniors who compose the brief and
set in order the evidence. For all that comes before the public,
Lord Brougham has a wonderful power : he can make motions,
addresses, orations, when you wish and on what you wich. He
is like a machine for moving amendments. He can keep at
work any number of persons under him. Every agitation has a
tendency to have an office ; some league, some zociety, some
body of labourers must work regularly at 1its details. Mr.
Brougham was able to rush hither and thither through a hun-
dred such kinds of men, and gather up the whole stock of the
most recent, information, the extreme decimals of the statistics,
and diffuse them immediately with eager comment to a listen-
ing world. This may not be, indeed is not, the strictest, and
most straining kind of labour; the anxious, wearing, verifying,
self-imposed serutiny of scattered and complicated details is a
far more exhausting task; it is this which makes the eye dim
and the face pale and the mind heavy. The excitement of a
multifarious agitation will carry the energies through much ;
the last touches, and it is these which exhaust, need not be
put on any one subject. Yet, after all deductions, such a career
requires a quantity far surpassing all that most men have of
life and werve and mind.

Another advantage of Lord Brougham is his extreme readi-
ness ; what he can do, he can do at a moment’s notice. He has
always had this power. Lord Holland, in his Memoirs referring
to transactions which took place many years ago, gives an illus-
tration of it. ¢The management of our press, he is speaking
of the question of the general election of 1807, ° fell into the
hands of Mr. Brougham. With that active and able individual
I had become acquainted through Mr. Allen in 1805. At the
formation of Lord Grenville’s ministry, he had written, at my
suggestion,a pamphlet called the ¢ State of the Nation.” He sub-

sequently accompanied Lord Rosslyn to Lisbon. His early con-
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nection with the Abolitionists had familiarised him with the
means of cireulating political papers, and given him some weight
with those best qualified to co-operate in such an undertaking.
Hizs extensive knowledge, his extraordinary readiness, his assi-
duity and habits of composition, enabled him to correect some
articles, and to furnish a prodigious number himself, With
partial and scanty assistance from Mr. Allen, myself, and one
or two more, he in the course of a few days filled every book-
seller’s shop with pamphlets—most London newspapers, and all
country ones without exception, with paragraphs—and supplied
a large portion of the boroughs throughout the kingdom with
handbills adapted to the loeal interests of the eandidates, and all
tending to enforce the conduct, elucidate the measures, or ex-
pose the adversaries of the Whigs.?

Another power which was early remarked of Brougham, and
which is ag necessary as any to an important leader in great
movements, is a skilful manipulation of men. Sir James
Mackintosh noted in his Journal, on January 30, 1818: ¢The
address and insinuation of Brougham are so great, that nothing
but the bad temper which he cannot always hide could hinder
him from mastering everybody as he does Romilly. He leads
others to his opinion; he generally appears at first to concur
with theirs, and never more than half opposes it at once. This
management. is helped by an air of easy frankness that would
lay suspicion itself asleep. He will place himself at the head of
an opposition among whom he is unpopular ; he will conquer the
House of Commons, who hate, but now hegin to fear him.” An
observer of faces would fancy he noted in Lord Brougham this
pliant astnteness marred by ill-temper. It has marked his career.

Another essential quality in multifarions agitation is an
exireme versatility. No one can deny Lord Brougham this.
An apparently close observer has deseribed him: ¢Take the
routine of a day, for instance. In his early life he has been
known to attend, in his place in court, on cireunit, at an early
hour in the morning. After having successfully pleaded the
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cause of his client, he drives off to the hustings, and delivers,
at different pi.‘li'uz‘i, 1.-1u{1[11.*ut and H}Jil’ilt'll H]Ji“'t:'i_'hf.’ﬁ to the elec-
tors. He then sits down in the retirement of his closet to pen
an address to the Glasgow students, pf-r[mpm or an elaborate
article in the “ Edinburgh Review.” The active labours of the

rlﬂ_\‘ are ¢losed with preparation for the court business of the

following morning ; and then, in place of retiring to rest, as

ordinary men would after such exertions, he spends the night
in abstruse study, or in social intercourse with some friend
from whom he has been long separated. Yet he would be
seen, as early as eight on the following morning, actively
engaged in the court, in defence of some unfortunate object of
g”“’THTlh‘IH |!e~!'-4'4_-tlTE-:]|, Llr-hnm'r-'h'll!_;._{ the :!.'tli]i'mr_‘v.‘.. :Lmi his
ft*f]HW~]:!‘-‘:'1'E'+‘F.'- o ll':-.-. ‘ﬁ.’iT}] 111{_‘ f'r'v.wlnw.a_-.- :tljfi I}.uwn-r nf hia-. r-]u—
quence. A fair contrast with thiz history of a day, in early
life, would be that of one at a more advanced period; say, n
[h",‘"":”’ 1832. A watchful observer might see the new [ord
"h:nuw-i[uar .-'1‘iI.T1=*1 ill the court over ‘i.‘l.'hii h he Ilruwill._-;]* from an
early hour in the morning until the afternoon, listening to the
arguments of counsel, and mastering the points of cases with a
gl':‘l."[.'l ol Iﬂilui ”i:i.T l'||.-i1hlt"1i liiTl‘L o L_:'E".'i' thrr&-v ~.pm-|i.ﬁ,' ;11”] 1n-
embarrassed judgments that have so injured him with the
profession. If he followed his course, he would see him, soon
after the opening of the House of Lords, addressing their lord-
ships on some intricate question of law, with an acuteness that
drew down approbation even from his opponents ; or, on some
all-engrossing political topic, casting firebrands into the camp
uf '[hﬁ enemy, and :|'I;'{';11H+‘IIEI]LT them l'rnm the t'i*Hlpl:il‘rHl fr*lh'rr-'!‘
of convietion to the hot contests with more active and inquiring

intellects. Then. in an hour or so, he might follow him to the

Mechanies’ Institution, and hear an able and stimulating dis-
course on education, admirably adapted to the peculiar capacity
of his auditors; and towards ten, perhaps, at a Literary and

Scientific Institution in Marylebone, the same Proteus-like
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science with a llr-t'-'r—tit‘ifl_t: and elastic power. 'ir'fn llllriut_[ all
those multitudinous exertions, time would be found for the
composition of a discourse on Natural Theology, that bears no

marks of haste or excitement of Illilill, buf Presents as calm a

LADe IS Til--Hl_:.i 11 IE“tll llr'+']-. T||r' L‘:?I-rl'ifllh jrr'ntiHl'Tilr“ uf d Ciill=

{ ]
|

L4 '||}*1i.!;r|"-' i'}:.l]""""liin'l'.i We HY ditfer in our estimate of the

g .--.u.’.'._'_.,r of these various efforts: but no one can deny to him

ﬁ.lr.w WIS i',!l,l.li-ll Ht- r]wn. ] }_:I'-".JT r-}:-l.t‘i‘ i]l W }.'.'J.T .'\rf.'j.tn ."":-I'llith

mentioned as one of the most im}i-rrl:ml lacilities to the 111=

tellectual i_ll.,.|“‘.-r' i .J|'_I.'|-,;||Pf-— L 11 'r']l.’l!;,fl-ll.l__:' |]' i'::l.li’[..-r
Naor would any of these powers be sufficient, without t hat
which 18, in some sense. the principle of them all— an enter-

prising intellect. In the present day this is among the rarest of

i
LIS,

Thi 5] --.-i.."j::.' of pursuits 15 attended with & timadity of

mind. Each subject is given up to men who cultivate ity and

it only ; who are familiar with its niceties and absorbed in its

LA il -Ili,r'!l‘*' '- I one '-’l.i||l ui-i:'r'- 1O |--H|-.Z nl Tijl‘ ‘n.'.},n]'r'i IL'I

lave l".l'."[l .'.I’-‘“ i\.“"‘l"]"'I

f

e Lo |-|' iy I.lr'1"-|_'.lll"'.,l .-inli I,.-l-I'rI H.’ll'ui]‘t_
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g
Uhe notion, and still more the expression, of it seems ridiculous

'W. The survey of each plot in the world of knowledge js

L-:'l'

each 800D,

.'J-i}I;_: IOTe f"T!Ijli"T!‘. 1||i||* -j'J."l-I] iiii'-f il ]J'jL.IlI "!

A seven-inch scale : but we are lo ing the picturesque pic-

ol the outside and surface of knowledge in the survey of

s whole, We have the peity survey, as we say, but no chart,

(o {.--lfr*- il Ll 1‘]|Tir+' “-=I'jt1", [hed |'"F|II .'-Th.'-rfll i-‘t- ”* --]ﬂiu:ln

fr mena, as they strike the wavfarer and impress themselves

LU 8T IH:.r_:il'.::Ti- Il. The man of the =P 1ality ¢ annot describe

il '..::‘-_:.- outline - 'r 18 too close U PO the i 1t : }n' iiru-_«
] |

know the relations of other knowledge, and no one else

MTes (o ”l‘.-fH:j._'-" on his pros Ince—aon the ¢ -'TH'E:- of his jlfl'-—-

il :-".lr [Jf |,,I'r”'||i','f]'“u E'TTiiTR= 111 'f':‘f.:iil W }.'.!".FI I[J“' 1!!-]".* l{]’lbl‘th.

ind which he may expose. Lord Brougham has nothing of

‘018 cowardice. He is ready to give, in their boldest and most

i-l'"h*l‘.':!. f-mrm, lij- I‘ulili,;_!']'] OULIIN &S Hf L.'lh-‘ﬁ'!r*h_{-.' il= fhr-:-‘ Hri]-.:i-
the

man of the world, occupied in its affairs and familiar with
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its wishes. He is not cooped up in a single topie, and he has
no dread of those who are. Ile may fall into error, but he
exhibits a subject as it is seen by those who kmnow other
subjects, by a man who knows the world ; he at least attempts
an embracing coneeption of his topic, he makes you feel its con-
nection with reality and affairs. He has exhibited this virtue
at all stages of his career, but it was most valuable in his
earlier time. There is no requisite so important as intel-
lectual courage in one who seeks to improve all things i all
ways.

His oratory also suits the character of the hundred-subject
agitator well. It is rough-and-ready. It ahounds in sarcasm,
in vituperation, in aggression. It does not shrink from detail.
It would batter any thing at any moment, We may think
as we will on its merits as a work of art, but no one can deny
its exact adaptation to a versatile and rushing agitator—to a
Tribune of detail.

The deficiencies of Brougham's character—in some cases they
seem but the unfavourable aspects of its excellences—were also
fitted for his earlier career. The first of these, to say it in a sen-
tence, is the want of a thinking intellect. A miscellaneous agi-
tator must be ready to catch at anything, to attack everything,
to blame anyone. This is not the life for a mind of anxious
deliberation. The patient philosopher, who is cautious in his
positions, dubious of his data, slow in his eonclusions, must fail
at once. Hewould be investigating while he should attack, in-
quiring while he should speak. He could not act upon a
chance ; the moment of action would be gone. A sanguine and
speedy intellect, ready to acquire, by its very idea all but ex-
cludes the examining, serupulous, hesitating intelleet which
reflects.

Nor would a man of very sensitive jndgment endure such a
career. An agitator must err by excess; a delicate nature errs
by defects, There is a certain coarseness in the abusive breed.
A Cleon should not feel failure. No man has ever praised very
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highly Lord Brougham’s judgment; but to have exceedingly
improved it would perhaps have impaired his earlier utility,
You might as fitly employ some delicate lady as a rough-rider,
as a man of a poising, refining judgment in the task of a
grievance-stater,

Harsh nerves, too, are no disadvantage. Perhaps they are
essential, Very nice nerves would shrink from a scattered and
Jangled lifs. Three days out of six the sensitive frame would
be jarred, the agitator would be useless. Tt is possible, indeed,
o imagine that in a single noble cause—a cause that would
light up the imagination, that would move the inmer soul, a
temperament the most delicate, a frame that is most poetie,
might well be absorbingly interested. A little of such qualities
may be essential. The apostle of a creed must have the nature
0 comprehend that creed; his fancy must take it in, his
feelings realise it, his nature absorb it. To move the finer
nature, you mneed the deeper nature. Perhaps even in a
meaner cause, in a cause which should take a hold on the
moving mob, sway the masses, rule the popular fancy, rough as
the task of the mob-orator is, you require the delicate imagina~
tion. One finds some trace of it—still more of what is it
natural accompaniment, a sweet nature--buried in the huge
frame and coarse exterior of (’Conmell. No unpoetic heart
could touch the Irish people. Lord Brougham is prose itself.
He was deseribed, many years ago, as excelling all men in a
knowledge of the course of exchange. ¢He is,’ continued the
Satirist, ¢ apprised of the exact state of our exports and imports,
and scarce a ship clears out its cargo at Liverpool or Hull but
be has the notice of the bill of lading.” To explain the griev-
ances of men of business needs no poetic nature. It scarcely
needs the highest powers of invective. There is something
nearly ridiculous in being the ¢ Mirabeau of sums.’

There is a last quality, which is difficult to deseribe in the
language of hooks, but which Lord Brougham excels in, and
which has perhaps been of more value to him than all his
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other qualities put together. In the speech of ordimary men
it is called ¢ devil 3 persons instructed in the Grerman language
call it ‘the demonic element, What it is one can hardly

express in a single sentence. It is most easily explained by

physiognomy. Thereisa glare in some men’s eyes which seems
to say, ¢ Beware, I am dangerous; mnoli me tangere. Lord
Brougham’s face has this. A mischieyous excitability is the
most obvious expression of it. If he were a horse, nobody
would buy him; with that eye, no one could answer for his
temper. Such men are often not really resolute, but they are
not, pleasant to be near in a difficnlty. They have an aggressive
eagerness which is formidable. They would kick against the
pricks sooner than not kick at all. A little of the demon is
excellent for an agitator.

His peculiar adaptation to his peculiar career raised Mr.
Brougham, in a few years, to a position such as few men have
ever obtained in England—such as no other man perhaps has
attained by popular agitation. When he became member for
Yorkshire, in 1830, he was a power in the country. The cause
which he was advocating had grown of itself. The power of the
middle classes, especially of the commercial classes, had increased.
Lord Eldon was retiring. Lord Sidmouth had retired, What
we now call ¢ liberality” was coming into fashion. Men no longer
regarded the half-feudal constitution as a *form of thought.
Argument was at least thought fair. And this seems likely and
natural. No one can wonder that the influence of men of
business grew with the development of business, and that they
adopted the plain, straightforward, cautious creed, which we now
know to be congenial to them. It is much more difficult to ex-
plain how reform became a passion. The state of the public
mind during the crisis of the Reform Bill is one which those
who cannot remember it cannot understand. The popular
enthusiasm, the intense excitement, the rush of converts, the
union of rectors and squires with those against whom they had
respectively so long preached and sworn, the acclamation for
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the ¢ whole bill and n. rfhmg’ wt the bill,*

are become utterly
strange. As the first French

Asse mbly in a single night

abolished, with publie outery, the essential abuses of the nld

régime, so our fathers at once, and with enthusiasm, abolished
the close boroughs and the old representation, the lingering
abuses of half-feudal E ngland. The present Frenchmen are
said not to comprehend August 4: we can hardly understand
the year '32. An apathy has fallen upon us. But we ean

nevertheless, and without theorising, comprehend what an

18IS was to the T Liberals of that time,

have been like Low-Chureh hiuhﬂpﬂ-
There is 1 I"q-:'-linrf that the advocates

-.-I'J.i'i_‘i.']‘n.' Lo COerce ;

advantage such an enth
Most Whio ministries
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of f]]'t‘lhe uught

they have ruled, buf they seem to deny the
succession by which the y ruled; the v have been distrusted hy
A vaone

gue and half-conservative se ntiment. In the tumulf of

1832 all such fee Toryism was abolished
with r.'Er*r!lffH .

Mr. Lrnnn-]:ml was among the
There is g legend that in the
Wils 1*1[1']'-"1_1 T]||—'- ]‘rl!r-f uf .*'U

elings were earried away,

first to share the advantage.
first Whig ministry Lord Br
torney-general, and that
plied by disdainfully tearin,
“'}:-'F]w-r the anecdote he
The first

ougham
he only re-
o up the letter mnhumncr the offar,

Illm ally true or not, we cannot say.

of the modern W hig ministries is in the post-histori-

cal period, We have not yet ml]uTILI]i of

ontemporary evidence
L0 be sure of its details -

years must pass before the memoir-
Writers can aceumulate. But in spirit the tale is doubtless

accurate, TL.ord Grey did not wish to make Mr. Hruughnm

f.-m]’-[’[-—-m{-.»Hur. and Mr. Euunn-li am refused any
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imferior place
beneath his merits and his influence. The first W hig

r-'i.!'lu],fn were, indeed, in a Iru-1-1==n of some *i!ﬁl'll]h The

]g;,“‘,.“ [I-_H' a successful l[]'ijpn-d!hl-]]:, ds §10c !J ""'l li'h[i.l tH]\'l_.' T_hL'

reins of administration. has been much derided. ¢ Sir,’ said a

*ceptie on this part of constitutional sovernment, ¢ ] would as

00N :'_‘hrru_u.-q'- for a new :*-r.‘nj‘hTJHlI: fh{.r ITIin 'H'E'Iurl h]lii".d stones ].lﬁ.ﬁt at

yold one!’” And, without gomg the length of such crities, it
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must be allowed that the theory may produce odd results, when

the persons summoned by their victory to assume office have

—

been for many years in opposition. The party cannot have

—
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acquired official habits ; the traditions of business cannot he

known to them; their long course of opposition will have
forced into leadership men hardly fitted for placid government,
There is said to have been much of this feeling when Lord
Grey's ministry were installed; it seemed as if that ‘old
favourite of the publie,” My. Buckstone, were called to license
plays. Grave Englishmen doubted the gravity of the adminis-
tration. To make Lord Brougham Chancellor was, therefore,
particularly inconvenient. lle was too mobile : you could not
funcy him droning. He had attacked Lord Eldon during many
years, of course; but did he know law? He was a most
active person ; would he sit stll upon the woolsack ?  Of his
inattention to his profession men circulated idle tales, *FPity

he hadn’t known a little law, and then he would have known a

little of everything,’ was the remark of one who certainly only

knows one thing. A more circumstantial person recounted that,
when Brougham had been a pupil of Sir Nicholas Tindal, in the
Temple, an uncle of his, having high hopes of his ability, asked
the latter: ¢I hope my nephew is giving himself up, soul and
body, to his profession?’ ¢I do not know anything,” replied
the distinet special-pleader, ¢ as to his soul, but his body i3 very
seldom in my chambers.” Putting aside with contempt this
surface of tales, it could not be denied that Mr. Brougham'’s
practice at the bar—large and lucrative as it was—immense as
was the energy required to maintain 1t at the same time with
his other labours—had yet not shown him to possess the finest
discretion, the most delicate tact of the advocate. Mr. Scarlett
stole verdicts away from him. ¢ He strikes hard, sir,’ said an
attorney; *but he strikes wrong. His appointment as Chan-
cellor scarcely strengthened the ministry of the time. Mr.
Brougham was a hero; Lord Brougham was ‘a necessity.’ 10
was like Mr. Disraeli being Chancellor of the Exchequer.
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After the lapse of years, and with the actual facts before us
1t is not difficult to see how far these anticipations have been
falsified, and how fay they have been justified by the result. All
Lhe notions as to Loxd Brougham’
be discarded.

3

8 ignorance of law may at once
A man of his general culture and vigorous facul-
ties, with a great memory and much experience in forensic busi-

ness, is no more likely to be ignorant of the essential bookwork

of law than a tailor to be ignorant of scissorsand seams, A man

In business must be brought in contact with it s

; & man of mind
cannot help grasping it., No one now questions that Lord
Brougham was and is a 1

awyer of adequate attainments, But,
at the same time, the Jjudegments whic

proot of thizs—the complete refutation
would lead us to deny him the praise of an a solutely judieial
intellect, Great Judges may be divided into two clagses—judges
tor the parties, and judges for the lawyers, The first class of
these are men who always decide the particular case before them

h supply the conclusive
of earlier cavill ers—also

rightly, who have a nice msight into all that concerns it, are
acute discerners of fact, aceurate weighers of testimony, just dis-
criminators of argument, Lord Lyndhurst {s perhaps as great a
Judge in this kind as it is easy to fancy. If a wise man had a
good eause, he would prefer its being tried before Lyndhurst to
its being tried before anyone else. For the * parties.’ if they

were to be considered in litigation, no more would be needed.

By l:1w-;~'tur1{.-11.r:=., however, and for the profession, something
Imore is desired, They like to find, in a Judieial decision, not
only a correct adjustment of the particular dispute in court, but
also an ample exposition of principles applicable to other dig-
Putes. The judge who is peculiarly exact in detecting the pre-
Cise peculiarities of the case before him, will be very apt to decide
only what is essential t ), absolutely needed by, that case. Hig
delicate diserimination will see that nothing else is necessary ; he
Will not bestow conclusions on after-generations ; he will let pos-
terity decide its own controversies. A Judge of different kind
has a professional interest in what comes before him: it is

¥ 2
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in his eyes not a pitiful dispute whether A or B 15 entitled to
a miserable field, but a glorious opportunity of deciding some
legal controversy on which he has brooded for years, and on
which he has a ready-made conclusion. Aecordingly, his judg-
ments are in the nature of essays., They are, 1 one sense,
applicable to the matter in hand—they decide it correctly ; but
they go so much into the antecedents of the controversy—-
give so much of principle—that the particular facts seem a
little lost: the general doctrine fills the attention. No one
can read a judgment of the late Lord Cottenham without feel-
ing that it fixed the law on the matter in hand upon a defined
hasis for future years. Very likely he finds an aunthority for the
case which has occurred in his practice ; he does not stay to
inquire whether the litigants appreciated the learning ; perhaps
they did not—possibly they would have preferred that a more
exclusive prominence should be given to themselves. Now Lord
Brougham hag neither of these qualities ; his intellect wants the

piercing precision which distingnishes the judge-—the unerring
judge—of the casethen present ; and,though competently learned,

he has never been absorbed in his profession as a judge of ¢ prin-
ciple’ almost always must be. A man cannot provide a dogma
sniting all the eases of the past, and deeciding all the cases for the
future, without years of patient reflection. His mind must be
stored with doctrines. No one can faney this of Lord Brougham.
He is not to be thought of as giving still attention to technical
tenets, years of brooding consideration to an abstract jurispru-
dence, Accordingly, though an adequate, and, in his time—{for
his speed cleared off arrears—a most useful judge, he cannot be
said to attain the first rank in the judicial seale ; and such we
believe is the estimation of the world.

Of the political duties of the Chancellor,and Lord Brougham’s
performance of them, it is not easy to speak. Many of them are
necessarily secret, and the history of those times cannot yet be
written. That he showed wonderful energy, zeal, and power, no

one can doubt; nor that the essential defects of his character
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soon showed him but little qualified for an administrator. In
the year 1802, Fruncis Horner anticipated, that if ‘an active
career were opened to Brougham, he would show a want of
prudence and moderation ;° and it is curious to read, as a
commentary on it, what the Duke of Wellington wrote to
Sir R, Peel, on the 15th November, 1835, *IHis Majesty men-
tioned that Lord Brougham!' had threatened he would not put,
the great seal to a commission to prorogue the parliament ;’
and afterwards correcting himself: Tt appears that Lord
Brougham did not make the threat that, he would not prorogue
the parliament, but that Lord Melbourne sald he wq
state of excitement that he might take that course.’
wait for Lord Brougham’s

1s in such a

We must,
memoirs before we know the exact
history of that time: but all the glimpses we get of it show the
same picture of wildness and eccentricity.

The times—the most nearly revolutionary timeswhich Eng-
land has long seen—were indeed likely to try an excitable tem-
perament to the utmost; but at the same time they afforded
Stope to a brilliant mauager of men, which only such eritical

momentary conjunctures can do. Mr. Roebuck gives a curious
instance of this:—

The neeeossi ty of a dissolution had long been foreseen, and decided
on by the ministers, but the King had not yet been persuaded to con-
sent to 80 bold 4 measure ; and now the two chiefs of the administr.-
tion were about ta intrude themselves into the royal closet, not only
to advise and ask for & dimmhlt-if.‘rll, but to request the kiug on the
Sudden—on this vary day, and within a few hours—to go down and
put an end to his parliament in the midst of the session, and with all
the ordinary business of the session yet unlinished. The bolder mind
of the Chancellor took the lead, and Lord Grey anxiously solicited him
to manage the King on the oceasion. So soon as they were admitted,
the Chancel] v, with some care and cireumlocution, propounded to
the King the object of the interview they had sought, The startled
monarch no gooner understood the drift of the Chancellor’s somewhat,

' The editors of Sir R I'eel’s Memoirs have left thi= name in blank : but
il they had wished it not (o be known, they should have suppressed the pas-

RIS

€8,  Bverybody knows who leld the greab seal at that time,
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periphrastic statement, than he exclaimed in wonder and amazement
against the very idea of such a proceeding. ¢ How is it possible, my
lords, that I can after this fashion repay the kindness of parhament
to the queen and myself? They have just granted me a most liberal
civil-list, and to the queen a splendid annuity in case she survives me.’
The Chancellor confessed that they had, as regarded his Majesty,
besn a liberal and wise parliament, but said that nevertheless their
further existence was incompatible with the peace and safety of the
kingdom. Both he and Lord Grey then strenuously insisted upon
thie absolute necessity of their request, and gave his Majesty to under-
stand that this advice was by his ministers unanimously resolved on ;
and that they felt themselves unable to conduet the aflairs of the
country in the present condition of the parliament. This last state-
ment made the King feel that a general resignation would be the con-
sequence of a further refusal. Of this, in spite of his secret wishes,
he was at the moment veally afraid, and therefore he, by employing
petty excuses, and sugeesting small and temporary diffienlties, soon
began to show that he was about to yield. ¢But, my lords, nothing
is prepared ; the great officers of state are not summoned.” ¢ Pardon
me, sir,’ said the Chancellor, bowing with profound apparent humility,
‘we have taken the great liberty of giving them to understand that
your Majesty commanded their attendance at the proper hour.” * But,
my lords, the erown and the robes, and other things needed, are not
prepared.” ¢ Again I most humbly entreat your Majesty’s pardon for
my boldness,’ said the Chancellor; ¢ they are all prepared and ready
—the proper oflicers being desired to attend in proper form and time.’
¢ But, my lords,’ said the King, reiterating the form in which he put
his objection, ¢ you know the thing is wholly impossible; the guards,
the troops, have had no orders, and cannot be ready in time.” This
ohjection was in reality the most formidable one. The orders to the
troops on such occasions emanate always directly from the King, and
no person but the King can in truth command them for such service 3
and as the Prime Minister and daring Chancellor well knew the nature
of royal suseeptibility on such matters, they were in no slight degree
doubtful and anxious as to the result. The Chancellor therefore, with
some real hesitation, began again as before, * Pardon me, sir, we know
how hold the step is that, presuming on your great goodness, and
your anxious desive for the safety of your kingdom, and happiness of
your people, we have presumed to take. 1 have given orders, and
the troops are ready.” The King started in serious anger, flamed red
in the face, and burst forth with, * What, my lords, have you dared
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to act thus! BSuch a thing was never heard of. You, my Lord
Chaneellor, ought to know that such an act is treason, high treagon,
my lord.” “Yes, sir, said the Chancellor, ‘I do know it; and nothing
but my thorough knowledge of your Majesty’s goodness, of your
paternal anxioty for the good of your people, and my own solemn
belief that the safety of the state depends upon this day’s proceedings,
could have emholdened me to the performance of so unusual, and, in
ordinary circumstances, so improper a proceeding. In all hlumhtv
submit myself to your Majesty, and am ready in iy own person to
bear all the blame, and receive all the punishment which your
"hIl]th:f may deem needful ; but 1 again entreat your Majesty to
listen to us and to follow our counsel, and as you value the security
of your crown and the peace of your realms, to yield to our most
earnest solicitations.” After some further expostulations by hoth his
ministers, the King cooled down and consented. H aving consented,
he became anxions that everything should be done in the proper
manner, and gave minute directions respecting the ceremonial. The
speech to be spoken by him at the prorogation was ready prepared
and in the Chancellor's pocket. To this he agreed, desired that every-
hody might punctually attend, and dismissed his ministers for the
moment with something between a menace and a joke upon the
audacity of their lH‘ﬂLt—'H]IH

With the fall of Lord Melbourne’s first administration ter-
minated Lord Brougham’s administrative career. As everyone
knows, on the defeat of Sir Robert Peel and the subsequent,
return of the Whigs to power, he was not invited to resume
office. Sinee that time—for now more than twenty years—
he has had to lead the life, in general the most rying to po-
litical reputation, perhaps to real ch: aracter, and more than any
other alien to the character of his mind and the tendencies of
his nature. We have had many recent instances how diffi-
cult it is te give what is variously termed an ©independent
support,’ and a ¢ friendly oppesition,” to a Government of which
you approve the general tendencies, but are inclined to eriticise
the particular measures. The Peelites and Lord John Russell
have for several years been in gemeral in this pogition, and
generally with a want of popular sympathy. As they agree
with the Government in principle, they cannot take, hy way of

_— - "
1
L — - ™ -
- -
R e el it

——

o v

a
. I T
e R e " e e T e e L. e s -

. o
- T - i
e c— e




/2 Lord Broughan.

S

objection, what the country considers broad points; their sug-
gestions of detail seem petty and trivial to others—the public
hardly think of such things ; but men who have long considered
a subject, who have definite ideas and organised plans, can
scarcely help feeling an eager interest in the smallest minutise
of the mode of dealing with it. Sometimes they discern a real
importance undiscerned by those less attentive ; more com-
monly, perhaps, they fancy there is something peculiarly feli-
citous in contrivances settled by themselves and congenial to
their habits or their notions. Tord Brougham was in a posi-
tion to feel this peculiarly. The various ideas which he had
struggled for in earlier life were successful one by one; the
hundred reforms he suggested were carried; the hundred
abuses he had denounced were abolished. The world which
was, was changed to the world which s ; but it was not changed
by him, That he should have been favourably disposed to the
existing liberal administrations was not likely; the separation
as too recent, perhaps too abrupt., An eager and excitable
disposition is little likely to excel in the measured sentences,
the chosen moments, the polished calm of the frondeur. Ac-
cordingly, the life of Brougham for many years hus not been
favourable to his fame. Omn particular oceasions, as on the
abolition of Negro apprenticeship, he might attain :ﬁu}u_mi-hit'lg

of his former power. But, in general, his position has been

that of the agitator whose measure is being substantially car-

ried, yet with differences of detail aggravating to his temper
and annoying to his imagination. Mr. Cobden described Sir
Robert Peel’s mode of repealing the corn-laws with the miero-
scopic sliding-scale for three years, as seventeen-und-sixpence
on the demand of the iillt-i—(':ﬂl‘l]—iﬂw ]ljuti'[gu(;, and g._”_jl] El:".’,'l'l]‘i"[.y
for the other half-crown., Yet excitable men at that very
moment clamoured for the last half-crown ; they eould not
hear the modification, the minute difference from that on which
they had set their hearts., We must remember this in relation
to what is now most familiar to usin the life of Lord Brougham.
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To a man so active, to be out of action iz a pain which
few ean appreciate ; that other men should enter into your
labours is not pleasant ; that they should be Canningites does
not. make it any better. We have witnessed many escapades
of Lord Brougham ; we perhaps hardly know his temptations
and his vexations.

Such is the bare outline of the career of Lord Brougham.

A life of early, broken, various agitation ; a short interval of

Hl‘(“:][li‘j’ adm i_liiht!'i_-LLil_II'I——I]{‘_-L‘I_LI']_‘i]_ig: ]'u_p'-,a,-'en:r, al a time Hiﬂg’ll—
larly extraordinary ; a long old age secluded from the actunal
conduet of affairs, and driven to distinguish itself by miscel-
laneous ohjection and diversified sarcasm, Singular stories of
eceentricity and excitement, even of somet hing more than
cither of these, darken these latter yvears. On these we must
uot dwell. There are many aspects of bBrougham’s varied cha-
tacter, a few of which we ghould notice by themselves.

The most connected with his political life is his eareer as a
law reformer. We have spoken of his early labours on this
subjeet ; we have said that few men who have devoted them-
selves to not hing else have exposed so many abuses, propounded
S0 Many remedies ; that one of his early motions is a schedule of
half, and much more than half, that has been, or will be, done
Upon a large portion of the subject. But here praise must end.
The completed, elaborated reforms by which Lord Brougham
Will be known to posterity are few, are nothing in com-
Parison with his power, his induostry, and his opportunities.
There is nothing, perhaps, for which he is so ill qualified.
The bold vehement man who exposes an abuse has rarely the
skilful, painful, dissecting power which expunges it. TLord
Brougham once made a speech on conveyancing. ¢ I should
not,’ said, on the next day, an eminent professor of that art,
‘like him to draw a deed relating to my property.’ A law
Teformer, in order that his work may be perfect, requires the
Conveyancing abilities. He must be able to bear in mind the

whole topic—to draw vut what is necegsary of it on paper—
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to see what is necessary—to discriminate the rights of indi-
viduals—to distinguish, with even metaphysical nicety, the
advantage he would keep from the abuse he would destroy.
He must elaborate enacting eclauses which will work in the
complicated future, repealing clauses which will not interfere
with the complicated machinery of the past. His mind must
be the mind of a codifier. A rushing man, like Lord Brougham,
cannot hope to have this. A still and patient man, in quiet
chambers, apt in niceties, anxious by temperament, precise in
habit, putting the last extreme of perfection on whatever he
may attempt, is the man for the employment. You must not
expect this quiet precision from an agitator. There is the
same difference as that between the hard-striking pugilist and
the delicate amputating operator.

The same want of repose has impaired his excellence in a
pursuit to which, at first sight, it seems much less needful—
the art of oratory. We are apt to forget that oratory is an
imaginative art. From our habits of business, the name of
rhetoric has fallen into disrepute: our greatest artists strive
anxiously to conceal their perfection in it; they wish their
address mn statement to be such, that the effeet seems to be
produced by that which is stated, and not "by the manner in
which it is stated. But not the less on that account is there a
real exercise of the imagination in conceiving of the events of
a long history, in putting them forward in skilful narration,
each fact seeming by nature to fall into its place, all the
details appearing exactly where they should—a group, to
horrow a metaphor from another art, collecting itself from
straggling and desultory materials. Still more evidently is the
imagination requisite in expressing deep emotions, even com-
mon emotions, or in deseribing noble objects. Now, 1t seems
to be a law of the imagination that it only works in a mind
of stillness, The noise and erush of life jar it. *No man,
it has been said, ‘can say, I will compose poetry:’ he must
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wait until—from a brooding, half-desultory inaction—poetry
may arige, like a gentle mist, delicately and of itself.

I waited for the train at Coventry ;

I hung with grooms and porters on the bridge

To wateh the three tall spires ; and there I shaped

The city's legend into this.
Lord Brougham would not have waited so. He would have
rushed up into the town ; he would have suggested an improve-
ment, talked the seience of the bridge, explained its history to
the natives. The quiet race would think twenty people had
heen there. And of course, in some ways this is admirable ;
such life and foree are rare; even the ‘grooms and porters’
would not be insensible to such an aggressive intelligence—
so much bnocking mind. Bual, in the meantime, no lightly-
touched picture of old story would have arisen on his imagina-
tion. The city’s legend would have been thrust out: the ¢ fairy
frostwork * of the faney would have been struck away: there
would have been talk on the schooling of the porter’s eldest boy.
The rarit y of great political oratory arises in a great measure from
this circumstance. Only those engaged in the jar of life have the
material for it 3 only those withdrawn into a brooding imagina-
tion have the fuculty for it. M. de Lamartine has drawn a strik-
ing picture of one who had the opportunity of action and the
dangerons faculty of leisure: ¢ Vergniaud s’enivrait dans cetie
vie d’artiste, de musique, de déclamation et de plaisirs; il se
pressait de jouir de sa jeunesse, comme gl et le pressenti-
ment gqu'elle serait sitdt cueillie. Ses habitudes étaient médita-
tives et paresseuses. Il se levait au milieu du jour; il éerivait
peu et sur des feuilles éparses; il appuyait le papier sur ses
genoux comme un homme pressé qui se dispute le temps; il
composait ses discours lentement danz ses réveries et les re-
tenait & Paide de notes dans sa mémoire ; il polissait son
¢loquence & loisir, comme le soldat polit son arme au repos.’
This is not the picture of one who is to attain eminence in

stirring and combative times, Harsher men prevailed ; a
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Lord Brougham.

mournful fate swallowed up Vergniaud’s delicate fancies. He
died, because he was idle; but he was great, because he was
idle.  Idleness with such minds is only the name for the pas-

sive enjoyment of a justly-moving imagination.

We should only weary our readers with a repetition of what
has been said a hundred times already, if we tried to explain
that Lord Brougham has nothing of this. His merit is, that
he was never idle in his life. He must not complain if he has
the disadvantage of it also. That he was a most effective

speaker in his great time, is of course undoubted. Ilis power

.I-I Py

- —

of sarcasm, his amazing readiness, his energetic vigour of
language, made him, if not a very persuasive, at least a most
formidable orator. His endless animation must tell even to
excest upon his audience. But he has not acted wisely for his
fame in Publih‘hiug hiz speeches. They have the most un-
pardonable of all faults—the fault of dulness. It is scarcely
possible to read them, Doubtlegs, at the time their influence
was consulerable ; they may even have been pleasant, as you
like to watch the play of a vicious horse; but now, removed
from the hearing of the speaker’s voice—out of the way of the
motions of his face and the glare of his eye—even their evil-
speaking loses its attractiveness, The sarcasm seems blunt—
the denuneiation heavy. They are crowded with a detail
which may have been, though acute observers say it was not,
attractive at the time, but which no one ean endure now. Not
only do you feel that you are bored, but you are not sure that
you are instructed. An agitator’s detail is scarcely to be
trusted. His facts may be right, but you must turn historian
in order to test them ; you must lead a life of state-papers and
old letters to know if they are true. It is perhaps possible for
the imagination of man to give an interest to any considerable
action of human life. A firmly-drawing hand may conduct
us through the narration—an enhancing touch enliven the
details ; but, to achieve this with contested facts in a combative

life, isamong the rarest operations of a rare power. The imagina-
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tion has few tasks so difficult. To Lord Brougham, least of all,
has it been possible to attract men by the business detail and
cumbrous aggressions of the last age. His tone is too harsh.
He has shattered his contemporaries, but he will not charm
posterity,

Lord Brougham has wished to be known, not only as an
orator, bul as a writer on oratory. ITe has written a ¢ Discourse ’
on Ancient Oratory, recommending, and very deservedly, its
study to those who would now excel in the art; and there is no
denying that he has rivalled the greal Greek orator, at least
i one of his characteristic excellences. There is no more
manly book in the world than Brougham’s Speeches ; he always
“calls a spade a spade’; the rough energy strikes ; we have none
of the tawdry metaphor, or half-real finery of the inferior
orators, there is not a simile which a man of sense should not
own. Nevertheless, we are inclined to question whether his
studies on  anecient oratory, especially on the great publie
oration of Demosthenes, have been entirely beneficial to him.
These masterly productions were, as everyone knows, the eager
¢xpression of an intense mind on questions of the best interest ;
they have accordingly the character of vehemence. mpeaking
on subjects which he thought involved the very existence of
his country, he could not be expected to speak very temperately;
Le did not, and eould not admit, that there was fair ground for
difference of opinion; that an equally patriotic person, after
Proper consideration, eould by possibility arrive at an opposite
conclusion. The circumstances of the parliamentary orator in
this country are quite different. A man cannot discuss the
dowry of the Princess Royal, the conditions of the Bank Charter,
48 if they were questions of existence— all questions arising now
present masses of fact, antecedents in blue-books, tabulated
statistics, on which it is imposgible that there should not be a
necessity for an elaborate inquiry—that there should not be
diserepancy of judgment after thaf inquiry. The Demosthenic

vehemence is out of place. The calm didactic exposilion,
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78 Lord Brougham.

almost approaching to that of the lecturer, is more efficacions
than the intense appeal of an eager orator. That * Counsellor
Broom was all in a fume,’ is a line in one of the best ludicrous
poems of a time rather fertile in such things. On points of

- L
B T g | ——" ) il

detail it is ridiculous to be in a passion ; on matters of business
it. is unpersuasive to be enthusiastic; even on topics less

technical, the Greek oratory is scarcely a model to be imitated

w s s o

precisely. A certain nonchalant ease pervades our modern world
—_we affect an indifference we scarcely feel ; our talk is light,

almost to affectation ; our best writing jg the same ; we suggest
yather than elaborate, hint rather than declaim. The spirit of

i CS—

the ancient world was very different—the tendency of its con-

Tnriid

versation probably was to a rhetorical formality, an haranguing
energy ; certainly it is the tendency of its written style. ¢ With
every allowance,’ says Colonel Mure,  for the peculiar genius of
the age in which the masterpieces of Attic prose were produced
—a consideration which must always have u certain weight in
literary judgments—still, the impartial modern eritic cannot
hut discern in this pervading rhetorical tone a defect, perhaps
the only serious defect, in the classical Greek style. . . . . 1t
certainly is not natural for the historian or the popular essayist
to address his readers in the same tone in which the defender
of a client or the denouncer of a political opponent addresses
a public assembly.” So great a change in the general world, in
the audience to be spoken to, requires a change in the speaker.
The light touch of Lord Palmerston is more effective than the
most elaborated sentences of a formal rhetorician. Of old,
when conversation and writing were half oratorical, oratory
might be very oratorical ; now that conversation is very con-
versational, oratory must be a little conversational. In real
life, Lord Brougham has too much of the orator’s tact not to be
half aware of this; but his teaching forgets 1t.

That Lord Brougham should have adopted a theory enjoining
vehemence in oratory, is an instance to be eited by those who

hold that a man’s creed is a justification for his ineclinations.
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He is by nature over-vehement; and what, is worse, it is not vehe-
mence of the best kind: there is something of a seream about
it. People rather laughed at his kneeling to beseech the peers.
No one is sure that there is real feeling in what he reads and
hears; it seems like a machine going. Lord Cockburn has an odd
anecdote. An old judge, who loved dawdling, disliked the ¢ dis-
composing qualities’ of Brougham, Iis revenge consisted in
sneermg at Brougham’s eloquence, by calling it or him the
Harongue. < Well, gentlemen, what did the I {arangue say next ?
Why it *said this (misstating it); but here, gentlemen, the
Harongwe was wrong and not intelligible! We have some
feeling for the old judge. 1f you take a speech of Brougham,
and read it apart from his voice, you have half a notion that
it is & gong going, eloquence by machiner ¥, an incessant talking
tf.r;i-n.ﬂ_ |

[t is needless to point out how completely an execitable un-
genial nature, such as we have so much spoken of, incapacitates
Lord Brougham for abstract philosophy. His works on that
subject are sufficiently numerous, but we are not aware that even
his most, ardent admirers have considered them as works of really
the first class. It would not be difficult to extract from the
" Political Philosophy,” which is probably the best of Lhem,
singular instances of inconsistency and of confusion. The error
was in his writing them: he who runs may read, but it does
not seem likely he will think. The brooding disposition, and
the still, investigating intellect, are necessary for consecutive
reasonings on delicate philosophy,

The same qualities, however, fit a man for the acquisition of
general information. A man who is always rushing into the
street will become familiar with the street. One who is for
ever changing from subject to subject will not become pavnfully
acquainted with any one, but he will know the outsides of them
all, and the road from each to the other. Accordingly, all the
descriptions of Lord Brougham, even in his earliest career,

speak of his immense information, Mr, Wilberforee, in perhaps
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the earliest printed notice of him, recommended Mr. Pitt fo
employ him in a diplomatic capacity, on aceount of his famili-
arity with langnages, and the other kinds of necessary knowledge.
He began by writing on Porisms; only the other day he read a
paper on some absurdities imputed to the Integral Calculus, in
French, at Paris. It would be in the highest degree tedious to
enumerate all the subjects he knows something of. Of course,
an extreme correctness cannot be expected. ¢ The most mis-
informed man in Europe,’ is a phrase of satire ; yet, even n it
satire, it conveys a compliment to Brougham’s information.

An espeecial interest in physical science may be remarked 1n
Brougham, as in most men of impressible minds in his genera-
tion. He came into life when the great discoveries in our know-
ledge of the material world were either just made, or were on the
eve of being made. The enormous advances, which have been
actually made in material civilisation, were half anticipated.
There was a vague hope in science, The boundaries of the uni-
verse, it was hoped, would move. Active, ardent minds were
drawn with extreme hope to the study of new moving power;
a smattering of science was immeasn ably less common then
than now, but it exercized a stronger dominion, and influenced a
higher class of genius. It was new, and men were sanguine.
In the present day, younger men are perhaps repelled into the
nppnsite extreme. We live among the marvels of science, but
we know how little they change ns. The essentials of life are
what they were. We go by the train, but we are not improved
at, our journey’s end. We have railways, and canals, and manu-
factures—excellent things, no doubt, but they do not touch
the soul. Somehow, they seem to make life more superficial.
With a half-wayward dislike, some in the present generation
have turned from physical science and material things. ¢ We
have tried these, and they fail,” is the feeling. ¢ What is the
heart of man the better for galvanic engines and hydranlic
presses ¢ Leave us to the old poetry and the old philosophy :
there is at least a life and a mind.” It is the day after the
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feast. 'We do not care for its delicacies ; we are rather angry

at 1ts profusion; we arve eross to hear it praised. BMen who

ame into active life half a century ago were the gnests invited
to the banquet ; they did not know what was coming, but they

heard it was something gorgeons and great ; they expected

it with hope and hrnging. The influence of this fﬁe_eliug WS
curionsly seen in the Useful Kn owledge Society, the first great

product of the educational movement in which Lord Brougham

was the most ardent leader. No one ean deny that their

labours were important, their intentions excellent, the collision
of mind which they created most beneficial,

Stilly looking to
their well-known publicationg, heyond question the knowledge

they particularly wished to diffuse s, according to the German
phrase, *factish.’ Hazlitt said ¢ they confounded a knowledge
of useful things with useful knowledge,” An idea

, half uncon-
BCIDUR,

pervades them, that a knowledge of the detail of ma-
terial |~LI"HJ"'ir"|.'l£“.‘-[iH":-'., even too of the dates and shell of oltside
history, is extremely important to the mass of men ; that
all will be well when we have a cosmical ploughboy and a mob
that knows hydrostatics. We shall never have it ; but even if
Wwe could, we should not be much the better. The heart and
Passions of men are moved by things more within their attain-

ment ; the essential nature 1s stirred by the essential life; by

L.

the real actual existence of love, and hope, and charaeter, and
by the real literature which takes in its spirit, and which is
I Some sort its undefecated essence. Thirty years ago the
Preachers of this now familiar doctrine were un known, nor was
their gospel for & moment the one perhaps most in season. It
Was good that there should be a more diffused knowledge of
the material world : and it was good, therefore, that there
should be partisans of matter, believers in particles, zealots for
tissue, who were ready to incur any odium and any labonr that
4 few more men m ight learn a few more things. How a man
of incessant activity should pass easily to such a creed is

&vident.. He would see the obvions ignorance. The less
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32 Lord Broughant.

obvious argument, which shows that this ignorance, in great
measure inevitable, was of far less importance than would be
thought at first, sight, would never be found by one who moved
so rapidly.

We have gone through now, in some hasty way, most of the
lights in which Lord Brougham has been regarded by his con-
temporaries. There 1s still another character in which posterity
will especially think of him. He iz a great memoirist. His
¢ Statesmen of George 111. contains the best sket ches of the poli-
tical men of his generation, one with another, which the world
has, or is likely to have. He is a fine painter of the exterior of
human nature. Some portion of its essence requires a deeper
character ; another portion,more delicate sensations ; but of the
rough appearance of men, as they struck him in the law-court
and in parliament—of the great debater struggling with his
words—the stealthy advocate gliding into the confidence of the
audience—the great judge unravelling all controversies, and de-
ciding by a well-weighed word all complicated doubts—of such
men as these, and of men engaged in such tasks as these, there
is no greater painter perhaps than Brougham. His eager aggres-
sive disposition brought him into collision with conspicuous men ;
his skill in the obvious parts of human nature has made him
understand them. A man who has knocked his head against a
wall—if such an illustration is to be hazarded—ill learn the
~ature of the wall. Those who have passed fifty years in man-
aging men of the world, will know their external nature, and it
they have literary power enough, will deseribe it. In general,
Lord Brougham’s excellence as a deseriber of character is con-
fined to men whom he had thus personally and keenly encoun-
tored. The sketches of the philosophers of the eighteenth
century, of French statesmen, are poor and meagre. He re-
quires evidently the rough necessities of action to make him
observe. There is, however, a remarkable exception, He pre-
serves a singularly vivid recollection of the instructors of his

youth ; he nowhere appears so amiable as in describing them.
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He is over-partial, no douht ; but an old man may be permitted
to reverence, if he ean reverence, his schoolmaster.

This is all that our limits will permit us ta say of Lord
Brougham, On so varied a life, at least on a life with such varied
pursuits, one might write to any extent,
wili come in after years, It is e

The regular hiographer
nough for a mere essayist to
sketch, or strive to sketch, in some rude outline, the nature of
the man.
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MR. GLADSTONE!
[1860. ]

Wi believe that Quarterly essayists have a peculiar mission 11
relation to the characters of public men. We helieve it is their

duty to be personal. This idea may seem ridiculous to some of
our readers: but let us consider the circumstances carefully.
We allow that personality abounds already, that the names of
public men are for eyer on our lips, that we never take up a
newspaper without seeing them. But this incessant. personality
is wholly fragmentary; it is composed of chance eriticism on
special traits, of fugitive remarks on temporary measures, of
casual praise and casual blame. We can expect little else from
what is written in haste, or is spoken without limitation.

Public men must bear this criticism as they can. Those whose
names are perpetually in men’s mouths must not be pained if
singular things are sometimes said of them. Still some
deliberate truth should be spoken of our statesmen, and if
Quarterly essayists do not speak it, who will? We fear it will
remain unspoken.

Mr. Gladstone is a problem, and it 18 very remarkable that
he should be a problem, We have had more than ordinary
means for judging of him. He has been in public life for
seven and twenty years; he has filled some of the most con-
spicuous offices in the State; he has been a distinguished
member of the Tory party; he 8 a distinguished member of
the Tiberal party ; he has brought forward many measures ; he

\ Speech of the Chancellor of the Ezcheguer on the Finance of the Year

and the Treaty of Commerce with France. Delivered in the House of Com-
mons on Friday, February 10, 1860, Corrected by the Author,

-
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has passed many years in independent Opposition, which is
unquestionably the place most favourable to the display of
personal pecnliarities in Parliament ; he is the greatest orator
in the House of Commons; he never allows a single 1mportant
topie to pass by without telling us what he thinks of it ;—and
yet, with all these data, we are all of us in doubt about him.
What he will do, and what he will think, still more, why he
will do it, and why he will think it, are guestiones verate at
every political conjuncture. At the very last ministerial erisis,
when the Government of Lord Derby was on the verge of
extinetion, when every voice on Lord John’s resolution was of
eritical importance, no one knew till nearly the last hour how
Mr. Gladstone would vote, and in the end he voted against
his present colleagues. The House of Commons gossips are
generally wrong about him. Nor is the umcertainty confined
to parliamentary divisions; it extends to his whole career,

Who ean calculate his future course? Who can tell whether
he will be the greatest orator of a great administration ;

whether he will rule the House of Commons ; whether he will

be, as his gifts at first sight mark him out to be, our greatest

statesman ? or whether, below the gangway, he will utter
unintelligible discourses ; will aid in destroying many ministries
and share in none; will pour forth during many hopeless years

a bitter, a splendid, and a vituperative eloquence ?

We do not profess that we can solve all the difficulties thaf
are suggested even by the superficial consideration of a cha-
racter go exceptional. We do not aspire to be prophets. Mr.
Gladstone’s destiny perplexes us—perhaps as much as it per-
plexes our readers. But we think that we can explain much
of his past career ; that many of his peculiarities are not so un-
accountable as they seem; that a careful study will show us
the origin of most of them ; that we may hope to indicate some
of the material circumstances and eonditions on which his
future course depends, though we should not be so bold as to

venture to foretell it.
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86 Mr. Gladstone.

During the discussion on the Budget,an old Whig who did not
approve of it, but who had to vote for it, muttered of its author,
¢ Ah, Oxford on the surtace, but Liverpool below.” And there
18 truth in the observation, though not in the splenetic sense
in which it was intended. Mr. Gladstone does combine, in a
very curious way, many of the characteristics which we generally
agsociate with the place of his education and many of those
which we usually connect with the place of his birth, No one
can question the first part of the observation. No man has
through life been more markedly an Osford man than Mr.
Gladstone. His ¢ Chureh and State,” published after he had
been several years in public life, was instinet with the very
spirit of the Oxford of that time. His ‘ Homer,” published the
other day, bears nearly equal traces of the school in which he
was educated. Even in his ordinary style there is a tinge half
theological, half classical, which recalls the studies of his youth.
Many Oxford men much object to the opinions of their dis-
tinguished representative ; but none of them wounld deny, that
he remarkably emhbodies the peculiar results of the peculiar
teaching of the place.

And yet he has something which his collegiate training
never would have given him, which it is rather remarkable it

has not taken away from him. There is much to be said in
favour of the Umiversity of Oxford. No one can deny to it
very great and very peculiar merits. But certainly it is not, an
exciting place, and its education operates as a narcotic rather
than as a stimulant. Most of its students devote their lives to
a single profession, and we may observe among them a kind of
sacred torpidity. In many rural parsonages there are men of
very great cultivation, who are sedulous in their routine duties,
who attend minutely to the ccclesiastical state of the sgouls in
their village, but who are perfectly devoid of general intellec-
tual interests. They have no anxiety to solve great problems ;
to busy themselves with the speculations of their age; to
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impress their peeuliar theology-—for peeuliar it is both in its
expression and its substance—on the educated mind ol their
time. Oxford, it has been said, ¢ disheartens a man early.’ At
any rate, since Newmanism lost Father Newman, few indeed of
her acknowledged sons attain decided eminence in our deeper
controversies. Jowett she would repudiate, and Mansel 18 but
applying the weapons of scepticism to the service of credulity.
The most characteristic of Oxford men labour quietly, del-
cately, and let us hope usefully, in a confined sphere ; they hope
for nothing more, and wish for nothing more. Kven in secular
literature we may observe an analogous tone. The ¢ baturday
Review® is remarkable as an attempt on the part of ¢ umiversity
men’ to speak on the political topies and social difficulties of
the time. And what do they teach us? It iz something like
this: ¢ So-and-so has written a tolerable book, and we would
call attention to the industry which produces tolerable books.
So-and-so has devoted himself to a great subject, and we would
observe that the interest mow taken in great subjects is very
commendable. Such-and-such a lady has delicate feelngs,
which are desirable in a lady, though we know that they are
contrary to the facts of the world. All common persons are
doing as well as they can, but it does not come to much after
all. All statesmen are doing as ill as they can, and let us be
thankful that that does not come to much either.” We may
search and search in vain through this repository of the results
of ¢ university teaching ’ for a single truth which it has estab
lished, for a single high cause which it has advanced, for a
single deep thought which 1is to sink into the minds of its
readers. We have, indeed, a nearly perfect embodiment of the
corrective seepticism of a sleepy intellect. ‘A B says he has
done something, but he has not done ity C D has made a
parade of demonstrating this or that proposition, but he does
not prove his case; there ig one mistuke in page 5, and another
in page 113 ; a great history has been written of this or that

century, but the best authorities as to that period have not
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38 Mr. Gladstone.

been consulted, which, however, is not very remarkable, as
there is nothing in them.” We could easily find, if it were
needful, many traces of the same indifferent habit, the same
apathetie culture, in the more avowed productions of Oxford
men. The shrewd eye of Mr. Emerson, stimulated doubtless
by the contrast to America, quickly canght the trait. ¢ After
all,” says the languid Oxford gentleman of his story, ¢ there is
nothing true and nothing new, and no matter !’

To this, as to every other species of indifferentism, Mr.
Gladstone is the antithesis. Oxford has not disheartened hin.
Some of his colleagnes would say they wished it had. He is
interested in everything he has to do with, and often interested
too much. ~ Ie proposes to put a stamp on contract notes with
an eager earnestness as if the destiny of Europe, here and here-
after, depended upon its enactment. He ecannot let anything
alone. *8ir. said an old distributor of stamps in Westmoreland,
‘my head, sir, is worn out. I must resign. The Chancellor,
sir, 18 imposing of thi ngs that I ean’t understand.,’ The world
is not well able to understand them either. The public de-
partments break down under the pressure of the in dustry of their
superior. Mr. Gladstone is ready to work as long as his brain
will hold together—to make speeches as long as he has utterance
(words he is sure to have); but the subordinate officials will
not work equally hard. They have none of the exeitement of
origination ; they will not share the eredit of success. They do,
however, share the diseredit of failure. In the high-pressure
season of this year’s Budget, Acts of Parliament have been passed
in which essential provisions were not to he found, in which what
was intended to be enacted was omitted or exceeded, in which
the marginal notes were widely astray of the text. In his lite-
rary works Mr. Gladstone iz the same. His book on Homer is
perhaps the most zealous work which this generation has pro-
duced. He has the enthusiasm of a German professor for the
scholastic detail, for the exact meaning of word No. 1, for the
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precise number of times which word No. 2 is used by the poet ; .‘
he has the enthusiasm of a lover for Helen, the enthusiasm of an |
orator for the speeches. Of his theological books we need not
speak ; every reader will recall the curious suceession of need-
less quewestivneulow by which their interest is marred.

Some of this energy Mr. Gladstone probably owes to the
place of his birth. Lancashire is sometimes called ¢ America-
and-water:” we suspect it is America and very little water.
The excessive energy natural to half-educated men who have
but a single pursuit cannot, indeed, in any part of England,
produce the monstrous results which it oc asionally produces

| i the United States; it is kept in check by public opinion, by {
the close vicinity of an educated world. But in its own pur-
suit, in commerce, we question whether New York itselfl is more

mtensely eager than Liverpool

at any rate, it is difficult to
conceive how it can be. Like several other remarkable men
whose families belong to the place, Mr. Gladstone has carried
into other pursuits the eagerness, the industry—we are loth to
say the razhness, but the boldness—which Liverpool men apply ;
to the business of Liverpool. Underneath the scholastie polish '
of hiz Oxford education, he has the speculative hardihood, the
€ager industry of a Lancashire merchant, v

Such is one of the prineipal peculiarities which Mr. Glad- vl
stone’s character presents even to a superficial observer. But |
something more than superficial observation is necessary really
to understand a character so complicated and so odd. We will
touch upon some of the traits which are among the most im- '
portant ; and if our minute analysis has, or seems to have, some
of the painfulness of a vivisection, we would observe that a
defect of this kind is in some degree inseparable from the task
we have undertaken., We cannot explain the special pecu-
liarities of a singular man of genius without a somewhat ela-
borate and a half-metaphysical discussion.

It is needless to say that Mr. Gladstone is a great orator.

Urutﬂr}' 15 one of the pur.emir.-: a8 to which there 18 no error,
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The criterion is ready. Did the audience feel? were they ex-
cited 7 did they cheer ? These questions, and others such as
these, can be answered without a mistake. A man who can
move the House of Commons—still, after many changes, the
most severe audience in the world—must be a great orator.
The most sincere admirers and the most eager depreciators of
Mr. Gladstone are agreed on this point, and it is almost the
only point on which they are agreed.

It will be well, however, to pause upon this characteristic
of Mr. Gladstone’s genius, and to examine the nature of it
rather anxiously, because it seems to afford the true key to
some of his most perplexing peculiarities. Mr. Gladstone has,
beyond any other man in this generation, what we may call
the oratorical fmpulse. We are in the habit of speaking of
rhetoric as an art, and also of oratory as a faculty, and m
both cases we speak quite truly. No man ean speak with-
out. a special intellectual gift, and no man can speak well
without a epecial intellectual training, But neither this gift
of the intellect nor this education will suffice of themselves.
A man must not only know what to say, he must have a
vehement longing to get up and say it. Many persons, rather
sceptical persons especially, do not feel this in the least. They
see before them an audience—a miscellaneous colleetion of
add-looking men—but they feel no wish to convinee them of
anything. ¢Are not they very well as they are? They be-
lieve what they have been brought up to believe. ¢Confirm
every man in kis own manner of conceiving,’ said one great
sage. ‘A savage among savages is very welly remarked an-
other. You may easily take away one creed and then not be
able to implant another. ¢ You may succeed in unfitting men
for their own purposes without fitting them for your purposes’
—thus thinks the eui bono sceptic, Another kind of sceptie
is distrustful, and speaks thus: ¢I know [ can’l convince
these people; if 1 could, perhaps 1 would, but I ean't. Only
look at them! they have all kinds of crotchets in their heads.

s
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There is a wooden~-faced man in spectacles. How can you con-
vince a wooden-faced man in spectacles ?  And see that other
man with a parrow forehead and compressed lips—is it any
use talking to him? It is of no use; do not hope that mere
arguments will impair the prepossessions of nature and the
steady convictions of years’ Mr. Giladstone would not feel
these sceptical arguments. He would get up tospeak. He has
the didaclic impulse. ITe has the ¢ courage of his ideas.’ He
will convinee the andience. He knows an argument which
will be effective, he has one for one and another for another :
he has an enthusiasm which he feels will rouse the apathetic,
a demonstration which he thinks must convert the ineredu-
lous, an illustration which hLe hopes will drive his meaning even
into the heads of the stolid, At any rate, he will try. He has
a nature, as Coleridge might have said, towards his audience.
He is sure, if they only knew what ke knows, they would feel as
he fecls, and believe us he believes. And by this he conquers.
This living faith, this enthusiasm, this confidence, call it as we
will, is an extreme power in human affairs, Omne eroyant, said
the Frenchman;is a greater power than fifty vnerédules. In the
composition of an orator, the hope, the eredulous hope, that he
will convinee his audience, is the primum mobile, it is the primi-
tive incentive which is the spring of his influence and the source
of his power. Mr. Gladstone has this incentive in perhaps an
excessive and dangerous measure. Whatever may be right of
wrong in pure finance, in abstract political economy, it is cer-
tain that no one save Mr., Gladstone would have come down
with the Budget of 1860 to the Commons of 1860. No other
man would have believed that such a proposal would have a

chanee. Yet after the \,\'nl‘lling-—[htl {Zliﬁlii'-Ili‘if_‘llillg warning of

a reluctant cabinet—Mr, Gladstone came down from a de-
pressing sick-bed, with semi-bronchitis hovering about him,
entirely prevailed for the moment, and three parts conquered
after all. We will not say that the world is given to men of

this temperament and this energy; on the contrary, there is
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92 Mr. Gladstone. :

often a tum in the tide, the ovation of the spring may be the
prelude to unpopularity in the autumn; but we see that
audiences are given them ; we see that unimpressible men are
deeply moved by them— that the driest topies of legislation and
finance are for the instant affected by them—that the pro-
longed effects of that momentary influence may be felt for many
years, sometimes for eenturies. The orator has a dominion
over the eritical instant, and the consequences of the decisions
taken during that instant may last long after the orator and
the audience have both passed away.

Nor is the didactic impulse the only one which is essential
to a great political orator; noris it the only one which Mr,
Giladstone has. We say it with respect, but he has the comn-
tentious impulse. He illustrates the distinction between the
pacific and the peaceful. On all great questions, on the con-
troversies of states and empires, Mr. Gladstone is the most
pacific of mankind. He hates the very rumour of war; he
trusts in moral influences ; he detests the bare idea of military
preparations, He will not believe that preparations are neces-
sary till the enemy is palpable. In the early part of 1853 he
did not believe that the Russian war was impending ; after the
conversations of the Emperor Nicholas with Sir Hamilton Sey-
mour, he proposed to Parliament a scheme for converting some
portions of the National Debt, which could only be successtul
if peace continued, and which, after the outbreak of the war,
failed ignominiously. In 1860, mutatis mutandis, he has done
the same, He staked his financial reputation upon a fine cal-
culation ; he gave us a Budget in which the two ends scarcely
met. The Chinese war came, and theyno longer meet. We be-
lieve that Mr. Gladstone so much hates the bare idea of the
possibility of war, that after many warnings, after at least one
failure which must have been painful, and which should have
been instructive, he has refused to take even the contingency
of hostilities into his caleulations, Some one said he was not

only a Christian, but a morbid Christian. He cannot imagime
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that anything so coarse as war will oceur; when it does oceur,
he has a tendency to disapprove of it as soon as he can,
During the Russian war he soon joined, in fict if not in name,
the peace-at-all-price party; he exerted his finest reasonings
and his most persuasive elogqnence against a war which was
commenced with his consent. At the present moment no
Englishman, not Mr. Bright himself, feels so little the impulse
toarm. Ife will not believe in a war till he sees men fighting.
He is the most pacific of our statesmen in theory and in policy.
When yon hear My, Gladstone, he is about the most combative.
He can bear a good deal about the politics of Kurope ; but
let a man question the fees on vatting, or the change in the
game-certificate, or the stamp on bills of lading—what melo-
dious thunders of loquacions wrath ! The world, he hints, is
likely to end at such observations, and it is dreadful that they
should be made by the honourable member who made them—
‘by the honourable member who four years ago said so-and-so,
and five years before that moved, &e. &e. The number of
well-intentioned and tedious persons whom Mr. Gladstone
annually scolds into a latent dislike of him must be consider-
able,

But though we may smile at the minutize in which this
contentious impulse sometimes shows itself, we must remember
that the impulge itself is essential to a great political orator,
everywhere in some degree, but in England especially. To he
an influential speaker in the House of Commons, a man must
be a oreat debater. He must excel not only in elaborate sel
speeches, but likewise in quick occasional repartee. No one
but a rather contentious person will ever so excel. Mr. Fox,
the most genial of men, was asked why he disputed so vehe-
mently about some trifle or other. He said, ¢ I musl do soy 1
can’t live without discussion.” And this is the temperament of
a great debater. It must be a positive pain to him to be silent
under questionable assertions, to hear others saying that which

he eanmot agree with. An 1ndifferent E{‘.Epfiﬂ, such as we
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formerly spoke of, endures this very easily. ‘e thinks, no
doubt, that what the speaker is saying is quite wrong ; but people
do not nnderstand what he is saying; very likely they won't
understand the answer : besides, we've a majority; what is the
use of arguing when you have a majority? Let us outvote him
on the spot, and go to bed.” And so, report says, have whips
argued to Mr. Gladstone, but he is ever ready. He takes up
the parable of disputation at a quarter-past twelve, and goes on
till he has exhausted argument, illustration, ingenuity, and
research. To hardly any man have both the impulses of the
political orator been given in so great a measure: the didactic
orator is nsnally felicitous in exposition only ; the great debater
ig, like Fox, only great when stung to reply by the wsirus of
contention. But Mr. Gladstone is by nature, by vehement
overruling nature, great in both arts; he longs to pour forth
his own belief ; he cannot rest till he has contradicted everyone
else.

In addition to this oratorical temperament, Mr. Gladstone
has in a high degree the most important intellectual talent of
an orator ; he has what we may call an adaptive mind. He has
deseribed thiz himself better than most people would describe
it —

Poets of modern times have composed great works in 1968
that stopped their ears against them. *Paradise Lost’ does not
represent the time of Charles the Second, nor the * Excursion’' the
first, decades of the present century, The case of the orator is entirely
different, His work, from 1fs very inception, 18 inextricably mixed
up with practice. Tt is cast in the mould offered to him by the mind
of his hearvers. It is an influence principally received from his
audience (so to speak) in vapour, which he pours back upon them in
a flood. The sympathy and coneurrence of his time, is, with his own
mind, joint parent of his work, He cannot follow nor finme ideals ;
his choice is, to be what his age will have him, what it requires in
order to be moved by him, or else not to be at all. And as when we
find the speeches in Homer, we know that there must have been men
who could speak them, so, from the existence of units who could speak
them, we know that there must have been erowds who could feel them,
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We may judge of the House of Commons in the same way from
the great *Budgel’ speech. No one, indeed, half guides,
half follows the moods of his audience more quickly, more
easily, than Mr. Gladstone. There is a little playfulness in
his manner, which contrasts with the dryness of his favourite
topics, and the intense gravity of his earnest character. Ie
has the same sort of eontrol over the minds of those he is ad-
dressing that a good driver has over the animals he guides: he
feels the minds of hig hearers as the driver the mouths of his
horses.

The species of intellect that is required for this task is pre-
eminently the advocate’s intellect, The instrument of oratory,
at least of this kind of oratory, is the argumentum ad honvinem.
It is “inextricably mixed up with practice.” It argues from
the data furnished to him ¢ by the mind of his hearers.” e
receives hig premises from them °¢like a vapour,” and pours out
his ¢ eonclusions upon them like a flood.” Such an orator may
believe his conclusions, but he can rarely believe them for the
reasons which he assigns for them. He may be an enthusiast
in his ereed, he may be a zealot in his faith, but not the less
will he be an advocate in his practice; not the less will he
cateh at disputable premises because his audience aceepts them ;
not the less will he draw inferences from them which suit his
momentary purpose ; not the less will he acecept the most start-
ling varieties of assertion, for he will imbibe from one audience
a different ¢ vapour’ of premises from that which he will re~
ceive from another ; not the less will he have the ehameleon-like
character which we associate with a consummate advoeate ;3 not
the less will he be one thing to-day, with the colour of one
audience upon him ; not the less will he be another to-morrow,
when he has to address, persuade, and influence some different
set. of persons.

We scarcely think, with Mr. Gladstone, that this style of
oratory is the very highest, though it is very natural that he
should think so, for it exactly expresses the oratory in which
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he is the greatest living master. M. Gladstoné’s conception

of oratory, in theory and in practice, is the oratory of Pitt, not
the oratory of Chatham or of Burke: it is the oratory of adap-
tation. We do not deny that this is the kind of oratory which
is most generally useful, the only kind which is commonly per-
missible, the only one which in general would not be a bore;
but, we must remember that there is an eloquence of great
principles which the hearers scarcely heed, and do not accept
__such as, in its highest parts, is the eloquence of Burke—we
rust remember that there is an eloquence of great passions, of
high-wrought intense feeling, which is nearly independent of
the peculiarities of its audience, because 1t appeals to our ele-
mental human nature—which is the same, or much the same,
in almost every audience, which is everywhere and always
susceptible to the union of vivid genius and eager passion.
Such as this last was, if 'we may trust tradition, the eloquence
of Chatham, the source of his rare, magical, and occasional
power. Mr. Gladstone has neither of these. Few speakers
equally great have left so few passages which can be quoted—
so few which embody great principles in such a manner as to
be referred to by coming generations., He has scarcely given
us a sentence that lives in the memory ; nor is his declama-
tion, facile and effective as it always 1s, the very highest de-
clamation : it iz a nearly perfect expression of intellectualised
sentiment, but it wants the volcanic power of primilive pas-
sion.

The prominence of advocacy in- Mr. Gladstone’s mind is 1n
appearance, though not in reality, diminished by the purity and
intensity of his zeal. There1s an elastic heroism about him.
When he begins to speak, we may know that we are going to
hear what we shall not agree with. We may believe that the
measures he proposes are mischievous ; we may smile at the
emphasis with which some of their minutisee are insisted upon ;
hut we inevitably feel that we have left the ordinary earth.
We know that high sentiments will be appealed to by one
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who feels high sentiments; that strong arguments will be
strongly stated by one who believes that argument should
decide controversy. We know that we are beyond the realm of
the patronage Secretary ; we have left behind us the doctrine
that corruption is the ruling power in popular assemblies, that
patronage is the purchase-money of power. We are not, alleging
that in the real world in which we live there is not some truth
—more or less of truth—in these lower maxims ; but they do not
rule in Mr. Gladstone’s world. He was not horn to be a Secre-
tary of the Treasury. If he tried his hand at it, he wounld per-
plex the horough attorneys out of their lives. And he could not
keep the office a month : he would evince a yeal disgust. at de-
testable requests, and guide with odd impulsiveness the deli-
cate and latent machinery. His natural element is a higher
one. He has—and it is one of the springs of great power—a
real faith in the higher parts of human nature ; he believes,
with all his heart and soul and strength, that there 7s such a
thing as truth; he has the soul of a martyr with the intellect
ofan advocate.

Another of Mr, Gladstone’s characteristies i3 an extraor-
dinary love of labour. We have alluded several times to his
taste, we might almost say hig whimsical taste, for minutiz., He
18 ready with whatever detail may be necessary on any subject,
no matter of what kind. He covers his greatest schemes with
a erowd of irrelevant appendages, till it is difficult to see their
outline, The Budget of 1860 was large enough and complicated
enough, one would have thought, in its essential irremovable
features ; but its author did not think so. He had supple-
mentary provisions respecting game-certificates, respecting the
transmission of newspapers by the post, respecting ¢several
other minuter changes with which he was almost ashamed to
trouble the committee.” The labour necessary to all these ac-
cessories must have been enormous. Many of the alterations
may have—must have—been lying ready in his memory, or in
some old note-book, for many years, But the industry to fur-
H
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bish them up, to get them into a practicable, or even into a
propozable shape, would frighten not only most persons, but
most lahorious persons. And M. Gladstone’s energy seems to

be strictly intellectual. Nothing in his outward appearance
often carries inferior men

indicates the iron physique that
Whatever he doeg that 1s peculiar, he

through heavy tasks.
He ig carried Lh‘l‘ljﬂgh his

does by the peculiarity of his mind.
work, or seems to be 80, by pure will, zeal, and effort.

The last characteristic of M. (+ladstone which 18 very re-
markable, or which we shall mention, is his scholastic intellect.
We have not much of this in conspicuous men in the present
day, but in former times there was a good deal of 1t. Lord
Bacon had something like it in his eye when he spoke of
minds which were not ¢ discursive ' or skilful in discovering
analogies, but were diseriminative or skilful in detecting dif-
The hest scene for training this sort of intellect is the
law-court. Lord Bacon must have soen much of it in the work
of Gray's Inn when he was young, and traces of the digeipline
which he then underwent may perhaps be found even in books
which were written by him many years afterwards. When, as
in positive law, the first principles are fixed, there is no room

ferences,

for the highest originality 3 the only admisgsible controversy 18
whether a paﬂ-iﬁﬂlar cage comes or does mot come within a

particular prineiple. On this point there is room for endless

distinetions and eternal hair-splitting. When the principles

gsettled by authority are not entirely consistent, the function of

this kind of distinguishing reason is even greater ; it has to

suggest nice refinements, which may reconcile the apparent: dif-

ferences between the prine
the exact relation of the case, or the facts, to the doctrine of

Accordingly the scholastic theologiang of me-

iples themselves, as well as to settle

the authorities.
dieval times were

tive ratiocination which the world has ever seen. They had to
reconcile the recognised authorities of the Catholic Churech—

the most expert masters of the discrimina-

authorities vast in size, and seattered over centuries in time—
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with one another, with good sense, with the facts of special
cases, with the general exigencies of the age. By their lahour
was formed that acute logic, that subtle, if unreal ph ilosophy
which fell at the Reformation, when the authorities of the
Catholic Church were no longer conclusive, and the art of
arranging them was no longer important. We have learned to
smile at the scholastie distinctions of former times ; the induc-
uive philosophy, which is now our most conspicuous pursuit, does
not: need them ; the popular character of our ordinary discus-
sion does not admit of them. In a free country we must use
the sort of argument which plain men understand—and plain
men certainly do not appreciate or apprehend scholastic refine-
ments.  So at least we should say beforehand.  Yet Mr. Glad-
stone 18 the statesman whose expositions have, for good or for
evil, more power than those of anyother 3 his voice is a greater
power in the country of plain men than any other man’s;
nevertheless, his intellect is of a thoroughly scholastic kind.
He can distinguish between any two propositions; he never
allowed, he could not allow, that any two were identical. If
anyone on either side of the House is bold enough to infer
anything from any thing, Mr. Gladstone is ready to deny that
the inference is correct—to suggest a distinction which he
says 1s singularly important—to illustrate an apt subtlety
which, in appearance at least, impairs the validity of the de-
duction. No schoolman could be readier at such work, We
may find the same tendency of mind even more s rikingly
llustrated in his writings. At the time of the Gorham case,
for example, he wrote a pamphlet on the Royal Supremacy.
For the purposes of that case, it was of the last importance to
determine the exaet position of the Crown with respect: to
ecclesiastical affairs, and especially to the offence of heresy.
The law at first seems distinet enough on the matter. The
Ist of Elizabeth provides that such jurisdietions, privileges,
Stuperiorities, and pre-eminences, spiritual and ecclesiastical, as
by any spiritual or ecclesiastical power or authority hath here-
i 2
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tofore been or may lawfully be exercised or used for the visita-
tion of the ecclesiastical state and persons, and for reformation, |
order, and correction of the same, and of all manner of errors,
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heresies, schisms, abuses, offences, contempts, and enormaities,
shall for ever, by authority of this present parliament, be united
and annexed to the imperial erown of this realm.” These words
would have seemed distinet and clear to most persons. They
wonld have seemed to give to the Crown all the power it could |

wish to exercise

all that any spiritual authority had ever
‘ theretofore exercised *—all that any temporal authority could
ever use, We should think it was clear that Queen Elizabeth

would have applied a rather SUMIMATY method of instruction

to anyone who attempted to limit the jurisdietion conferred by
this enactment. I Mr. GGladstone had lived in the times about
which he was writing, he might have had to make a choice
between being silent and being punished ; but in the times of
Queen Vietoria he is not subjected to an alternative so painful.
He writes securely ;—

We have now before us the terms of the great statute which,
from the time it was passed. has been the actnal basis of the royal
authority in matters ecclesiastical ; and I do not load these pages by
reference to declarations of the Crown, and other publie documents
less in authority than this, in order that we may fix our view the
more closely upon the expressions of what may fairly be termed a
fundamental law in relation to the subject-matter before us,

The first observation I make is this: there is no evidence in the
words which have been quoted that the Sovereign is, according to the
intention of the statute, the source or fountain-head of eecclesiastical
jurisdiction. They have no trace of such a meaning, in so far as it
exceeds (and it does exceed) the proposition, that this jurisdiction has
been by law united or annexed to the Crown.

I do not now ask what have been the glﬂ&:ﬁnf-{ of lawyers—what are
the reproaches of polemical writers—or even what attributes may be
ascribed to prerogative, independent of statute, and therefore applicable
to the Church before as well as after the Reformation, 1 must for
the purposes of this argument assume what I shall never cease to
believe until the contrary conclusion is demonstrated by fact, namely,
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that, in the case of the Church, Justice is to be administered from the
English bench upon the same prineiples as in all other cases—that our
judges, or our judicial committees, are not to be our legislators—and
that the statutes of the realm, as they are ahovethe sacred majesty of
the Queen, so0 are likewise above their ministerial interpreters. It
was by statute that the changes in the position of the Church at that
great epoch were measured—by statute that the position itself is
defined ; and the statute, I say, contains no traece of such a meaning
as that the Crown either originally was the source and spring of
ecclesinstical jurisdiction, or was to become such in virtue of the
annexion to it of the powers recited ; but simply bears the meaning,
that it was to be master over its administration.

S0 that which seems a despotism ig gradually pruned down
nto a vicegerency, ¢All the superiorities and pre-eminences
spiritual and ecclesiastical,” which had ever been lawfully exer-
cised, are restricted to the single funetion of regulation ; and by
A Judicious elaboration the Crown becomes scarcely the head of
the Church, but only the visitor and corrector of it, as of several
other corporations. We are not now concerned with the royal
Supremicy—we have no wish to hint or intimate an opinion on
a vast legal discussion; but we are concerned with Mr. Glad-
stone. And we venture to say that a subtler gloss, more
scholastically expressed, never fell from lawyer in the present
age, or from schoolmen in times of old.

- The great faculties we have mentioned give Mr. (ladstone,
it is needless to Sy, an extraordinary influence in Englisk
politics. England is a country governed mainly by labour and
by speech., Mr, Gladstone will work and can speak, and the
result is what we see. With a flowing eloquence and a lofty
heroism ; with an acute intellect and endless knowledge ; with
tourage to conceive large schemes, and a voice which will per-
suade men to adopt those schemes—it is not singular that Mr.
Gladstone is of himself a power in parliamentary life, He can
do there what no one else living ean do,

But the effect of these peculiar faculties is by no means un-

mixedly favourable, In almost every one of them some faulty
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tendency is latent, which may produce bad effects—in Mr. Glad-

et e T

=i

stone’s case has often done so, perhaps does so still.  His great-
est, characteristice, as we have indicated, is the singular vivacity
of his oratorical impulse. But great as is the immediate

power which a vehement oratorical propensity, when accom-
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panied by the requisite faculties, secures to the possessor, the
advantage of possessing it, or rather of being subject to it, s
by no means without an alloy. We have all heard that Paley
said he knew nothing against some one hut that he was a
popular preacher. And Paley knew what he was saying. The
oratorical impulse is a disorgamising impulse. The higher
faculties of the mind require a certain calm, and the excitement
of oratory is unfavourable to that calm. We kmow that this 18
so with the hearers of oratory; we know that they are carried
away from their fixed principles, from their habitual tendencies,
by a casual and unexpected stimulus. We speak commonly of
the power of the orator., But the orator is subject himself to
much the sgame calamity, The force which carries away his
hearers must first carry away himself. He will not persuade
any of his hearers unless he has first succeeded, for the
moment at least, in persuading his own mind. Every exeiting
gpeech is conceived, planned, and spoken with exeitement.
The orator feels in his own nerves, even in a greater degree,
that eleetriec thrill which he is to communicate to his hearers.
The telling ideas take hold of him with a gort of sergure. They
fasten close upon his brain. He has a sort of passionate
impulse to tell them. He hungers, asa Greek would have said,
till they are uttered. His mind is full of them. He has the
vision of the audience in his mind. Until he has persuaded
these men of these things, life is tame, and its other stimulants
are uninteresting. So much excitement 1s evidently un-
favourable to calm refleetion and deliberation. My, Pitt is said
to have thought more of the manner in which hiz measures

would strike the House than of the manner in which, when

earried, they would work. Of course he did—every great
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orator will do so, unless he has a supernatural self-control.
An ordinary man sits down—say to make a Budget: he
arranges the accounts; adds up the figures; contrasts the
effects of different taxes ; works out steadily hour after hour
their probable incidence, first of one, then of another, Nothing
disturbs him. With the orator it is different, During that
whole process he is disturbed by the vision of his hearers.
How they will feel, how they will think, how they will like
his proposals—cannot but occur to him. e hears his ideas
rebounding in the cheers of his hearers; he is disheartened,
at fancying that they will fall tamely on an inanimate and
listless multitude. He is subject to two temptations; he is
turned aside from the conceptions natural to the subject by
an 1magination of his audience; his own eager temperament
naturally inclines him to the views which will excite that
audience most effectually, The tranquil deposit of ordinary
ideas is interrupted by the sudden eruption of voleanic forces.
We know that the popular instinet suspects the judgment of
great orators; we know that it does not give them credit for
patient equanimity ; and the popular instinet is right.

Nor is cool reflection the only higher state of mind which
the oratorical impulse interferes with: we believe that it is
singularly unfavourable also to the exercise of the higher kind
of imagination. Several great poets have written good dramatie
harangues ; but no great practical orator has ever written a
great poem. The creative imagination requires a singular
calm: it is ¢the still unravished bride of quietness,’ as the
poets say ¢the foster-child of silence and slow time.” No
great work has ever been produced except after a long interval
of still and musing meditation. The oratorical impulse inter-
feres with this, It breaks the exclusive brooding of the mind
upon the topic; it brings in a new set of ideas, the faces of
the audience and the passions of listening men ; it jerks the

mind, if the expression may be allowed, just when the dehecale
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poetry of the mind is erystallising into symmetry. The process
is stayed, and the result is marred.

Mr. Gladstone has suffered from both these bad effects of
the oratorical temperament, 1His writings, even on imaginative
subjects, even on the poetry of Homer, are singularly devoid of
thé highest imagination. Theyabound in acute remarks ; they
excel in industry of detail ; they contain many animated and
some eloquent passages. But there is no central conception
running through them ; there is no binding idea in them;
there is nothing to fuse them together ; they are elaborate aggre-
gates of varied elements ; they are not shaped and consolidated
wholes. Nor, it is remarkable, has his style the delicate graces
which mark the productions of the gentle and meditative mind ;
there is something hard in its texture, something dislocated
in ifs connections. In his writings, where he is removed from
the guiding check of the listening audience, he starts off, just
where you least expeet it. He hurries from the main subject
to make a passing and petty remark., As he has not the cen-
tral idea of his work vividly before him, he overlays it with
tedious, accessory, and sometimes irrelevant detail.

His intellect has suffered also. He is undeniably defective in
the tenacity of first principle. Probably there is nothing which
he would less like to have said of him, and yet it is certainly
true. We speak, of course, of intellectual consistency, not of
moral probity. And he has not an adhesive mind ; such adhe-
siveness as he has is rather to projects than principles. We

will give—it is all we have space to give—a single remarkable
instance of his peculiar mutability. He has adhered in the
year 1860 to his project of reducing the amount levied in
England by indirect taxation. He announced in 1853 that he
would do so, and, what was singular enough, he was able to
do it when the time came. But this superficial consistency
must not disguise from us the entire inconsistency in abstract
principle between the Budget of 1853 and the Budget of 1860.

The most important element in English finance at present is
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the income-tax, In 1853 that tax was, Mr. Gladstone explained
to us, an occasional, an exceptional, a sacred reserve. It had
done much that was wonderful for our fathers in the French
war ; Sir R. Peel had used it with magical efficiency in our
own time; but it was to be kept for first-rate objects. In
1860 the income-tax has become the tax of all work. Whatever
18 to be done, whatever other tax is to be relinquished, itis but
a penny more or a penny less of this ever-ready and omnipotent
impost. We do not blame Mr. Gladstone for changing his
opmion. We believe that an income-tax of moderate amount
should be a permanent element in our financial system. We
think that additions to it from time to time are the best ways
of meeting any sudden demand for exceptional expenditure.
But we cannot be unaware of *the transition which he has
made. His opinion as to our most remarkable tax has varied,
not only in detail but in essence. It was to be a rare and
residuary agency; it is now a permanent and principal force.
The inconsistency goes further. He used to think that he
would be guilty of a ¢ high political offence’ if he altered the
present mode of assessing the income-tax, if he equalised the
pressure on industrial and permanent incomes. But he is now
ready to consider any plan with that object—in other words,
he is ready to do it if he can. A great change in his funda-
mental estimate of our greatest tax has made an evident and
Indisputable change in his mode of viewing proposed reforms
and alterations in it.

Mr. Gladstone’s inclination—his unconscious inclination for

the art of advoeacy—increases his tendency to suffer from the
characteristic temptations of his oratorical temperament. Tt is
scarcely necessary to say that professional I]I.'].".'i:l{_'ii-.{‘:,‘ I8 un-
favourable to the philosophical investigation of truth; a more
battered commonplace cannot be found anywhere, To cateh at
whatever turns up in favour of your own case ; to be obviousl y
blind to everything which tells in favour of the case of your

adversary ; to imply doubts as to principles which it is not
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expedient to deny; to suggest with delicate indirectness the
conclusive arguments in favour of principles which it is not
wise directly to affirm—these, and such as these, are the arts
of the advocate. A political orator has them almost of neces-
gity, and My, Gladstone is not exempt from them. Indeed,
without any fault of his own, he has them, if not to an un-
usual extent, at least with a very unusual conspicnousness.
His vehement temperament, his ¢intense and glowing mind,’
drive him into strong statements, into absolute and unlimited
assertions. Ile lays down a principle of tremendous breadth
to establish a detail ol exceeding minuteness. He is not a
 hedging ' advocate. He does not understand the art which
Hume and Peel—different as were their respective spheres—
practised with almost equal efféct in those spheres. Mr, Glad-
stone dashes forth to meet his opponents. He will believe
Eﬂsil‘?—h{: will state strongly whatever may confute them.
An incessant use of ingenious and ungualified principles is
one of Mr. Gladstone’s most prominent gualities ; it 1s unfa-
vourable to exact consistency of explicit assertion, and to
latent consistency of personal belief. His scholastic intellect
makes matters worse. He will show that any two principles
are or may be consistent; that if there is an apparent dis-
erepancy, they may still, after the manner of Oxford, ¢ be held
together.” Ome of the most remarkable of Father Newman’s
Oxford Sermons explains how science teaches that the earth
goes round the sun, and how Seripture teaches that the sun
goes round the earth ; and it ends by advising the disereet
believer to accept both. Both, it is suggested, may be accom-
modations to our limited intellect

aspects of some higher and
less discordant unity. We have often smiled at the recollection
of the old Oxford training in watching Mr. Gladstone’s inge-
nious ‘reconcilements.’ It must be pleasant to have an ar-
gumentative acuteness which is quite sure to extricate you, at
least in appearance, from any intellectual scrape. But it is a
dangerous weapon to use, and particularly dangerous to a very
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conseientious man. Ie will not use it unless he believes in its
results ; but he will try and believe in its results, in order that
he may use it. We need not spend further words in proving
that a kind of advocacy at onece acute, refined, and vehement,
18 unfavourable both to consistency of statement and to tena-
clous sluggishness of belief.

In this manner, the disorganising effects of his greatest
peculiarities have played a principal part in shaping Mr. Glad-
stone’s character nd course. They have helped to make him
annoy the old Whigs, confound the country gentlemen, and
puzzle the nation generally. Theyhave contribated to bring on
bim the long array of depreciating adjectives, ‘ extravagant,’
‘incomsistent,’ ¢ incoherent,’ and ¢incalculable.’

Mr., Gladstone’s intellectual history has aggravated the un-
favourable influence of his characteristic tendencies. Such a
mind as his required, beyond any man’s, the early inculcation
of a steadying creed. It required that the youth, if not the
child, should he father to the man: it required that a set of
fixed and firm principles should be implanted in his mind in its
first intellectual years—that those prineiples should be precise
enough for its guidance, tangible enough to be eommonly
intelligible, true enough to stand the wear and tear of ordinary
lite. The tranquil task of developing coherent principle might
have calmed the vehemence of Mr. Gladstone’s intellectual
impulses—might have steadied the impulsive discursiveness of
his nature, A gettled and plain ereed, which was in union with
the belief of ordinary men, might have kept Mr, Gladstone in
the common path of plain men—might have made him intelli-
gible and safe. But he has had no such good fortune. He
began the world with a vast religious theory; he embodied it
in & hook on ¢ Church and State :’ he defended 1t, as was said,
mistily—at any rate, he defended it in a manner which re-
quires much careful pains to appreciate, and much preliminary
information to understand; he puzzled the ordinary mass of
English Churchmens he has been half out of sympathy with
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them ever since. The creed which he had chosen, or which his
Ozxford training stamped upon him, was one not likely to be
popular with common Englishmen. It had a scholastie appear-
ance and a mystical essence which they dislike almost equally.
But this was not its worst defect. It was a theory which broke
down when it was tried. It was a theory with definite practical
consequences, which no one in these days will accept—which
no one in these days will propose. It was a theory to be
shattered by the slightest touch of real life, for it had a definite
teaching which was inconsistent with the facts of that life- -
which all persons who were engaged in it were, on some ground
or other, unanimous in rejecting. In Mr. Gladstone's case it
has been shattered. He maintained, that a visible church
existed upon earth; that every state was bound to be directed
by that chureh; that all members of that state should, if
possible, be members of that church ; that at any rate none of
the members should be utterly out of sympathy with her; that
the state ought to aid her in her characteristic work, and
refrain from aiding her antagonists in that work; that with-
in her own sphere the church, thongh thus aided, is substan-
tially independent ; that she has an absolute right to elect her
own bishops, to determine her own ereed, to make her own de-
finitions of orthodoxy and heresy. This is the high Oxford creed ;
and, in all essential points, it was Mr. Gladstone’s first ereed.
But a curious series of instructive events proved that
England at least would not adopt it,—that the actual Church
of England is mot the church of which it speaks,—that the
actual English State iz by no means the state of which it
speaks. The additional endowment of the Maynooth College
which Sir Robert Peel proposed was an express relinquishment
of the principle that the Church of England had an exclusive
right to assistance from the State ; it proved that the Conserva-

tive party—the special repository of constitutional traditions—
was ready to aid a different and antagonistic communion. The
removal of the Jewish disabilities struck a still deeper blow : it
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proved that persons who could not be said to participate in
even the rudiments of Anglican doctrine might be prime
ministers and rulers in England. The theory of the exclusive
union of a visible church with a visible state vanished into the
air. The real world would not endure it. We fear it must be
said that the theory of the substantial independence of the
Fnglish church has vanished too. The ease of Dr. Hampden
proved eonclusively that the intervention of the English church
in the election of her bishops was an ineffectual o
that it could not be galvanised into effective life ; that it was
one of those lingering relics of the past which the steady
English people are so loth to disturh. Undisputed practice
shows that the prime minister, who is clearly secul
the dispenser of ecclesiastical dignities,

eremony ;

ar prinee, is
And the judgment of
her Majesty’s Council in the Gorham ecase wen t further yet.
It touched on the finest and tenderest pomt of all. Tt decided
that, on the criticai question, heresy or no heresy, the final
appeal was not to an ecelesiastical court y but to a lay court—to
a court, not of saintly theologians, but of tough old lawyers, to
men of the world most worldly. The Oxford dream of an
independent church, the Oxford dream

of an exclusive church,
are both in practice forgotten

; their very terms are strange in
our ears ; they have no reference to real life. Mr. Grladstone
has had to admit this. He has voted for the endowment of
Maynooth ; he has voted for the admission of Jews to the House
Hampden case 3 he sees
daily the highest patronage of the church distributed by Lord
Palmerston, the very man who, on any

of Commons: he has acquieseed in the

Iligh—ﬂhtll”ﬂ]] 1'.]1[_1_]1"}1,
ﬂllgll]. not to {}.jEI}EﬂEI‘. iT, Lo f’h{j Very men 'Whl}, on any hiﬁ'h

~church
theory, ought not to receive it.

He wrote a pamphlet on the
Gorham case, but he does not practically propose to alter the
constitution of the judieial committee of the

privy council :
he has never proposed to bring in a bill for th

at purpose ; he
cquiesces in the supreme decision of the most secular court

which can exist over the most peculiarly ecelesiastical questions
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that can be thought of. These successive changes do credit to
Mr. Gladstone’s good sense 3 they show that he has a susceptible
nature, that he will not live out of sympathy with his age.
But what must be the effect of such changes upon any mind,
especially on a delicate and high-toned mind. They tend, and
must tend, to confuse the first principles of belief; to disturb
the best landmarks of consistency ; to leave the mind open to
attacks of oratorical impulse; to foster the catching habit of
advocacy ; to weaken the guiding element in a disposition
which was already defective in that element. The ¢movement
of 1833, as Father Newman calls it, has wrecked many fine
intellects, has broken many promising careers. It could not do
either for Mr. Gladstone, for his circumstances were favourable,
and his mental energy was far too strong ; but it has done him
harm, nevertheless ; it has left upon his intellect a weakening
strain and a distorting mark,

Mr, Gladstone was a likely man to be enraptured with the
first creed with which he was thrown, and to push it too far.
He wants the warning instinets. Some one said of him for-
merly, ¢ He may be a good Christian, but he is an atroeious
pagan;’ and the saying is true. He has mot a trace of the
protective morality of the old world, of the modus i rebus,
the péoow, the shrinking from an extreme, which are the pro-
minent eharacteristics of the ethics of the old world, which are
still the guiding creed of the large part of the world that 15,
—scarcely altered after two thousand years, And this much we
may concede to the secular moralists—unless a man have from
nature a selective tact which shuns the unlimited, unless he
have a detective instinet which unconsciously but sensitively
shrinks from the extravagant, he will never enjoy a placid life,
he will not pass through a simple and congistent career. The
placid moderation which iz necessary to coherent guecess can-
not be aequired, it must be born.

Perhaps we may seem already to have more than aceounted

for the prominence of Mr. Gladstone’s characteristic defects.
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We may seem to have alleged sufficient reasons for his being
changeable and impulsive, a. vehement advoeate and an auda-
cious financier. But we had other causes to assign which have
aggravated these faults. We shall not, indeed, after what we
have said, venture to dwell on them at length. We will bearin
mind the precept, ¢ If you wish to exhaust your readers, exhaust
your subject.” But we will very slightly allude to one of them.

A writer like Mr. Gladstone, fond of deriving illustration
from the old theology, might speak of publie life in England as
an economy. It is a world of its own, far more than most
Englishmen are aware of. It presents the characters of public
men in a disgnised form; and by requiring the seeming adop-
tion of much which is not real, it tends to modify and to distoyt
much which is real. An English statesman in the present day
lives hy following public opinion ; he may profess to guide it a
little ; he may hope to modify it in detail; he may help to
exaggerate and to develop it ; but he hardly hopes for more.
Many seem not willin g to venture on so much. And what does
thig mean except that such a statesman has to follow the vary-
ing currents of g varying world ; to adapt his public expressions,
il not his private belief, to the tendencies of the hour: to he
in no slight measure the slave—the petted and applauded
slave, but still the slave—of the world which he seems to rule.
Nor is this all. A minister is not simply the servant of the
public, he is likewise the advoeate of his colleagnes. No one
Supposes that a eabinet can ever agree ; when did fifteen able
men—fifteen able men, more or less rivals—ever agree on any-
thing? We are aware that differences of opinion, more or less
radieal, exist in every cabinet; that the decisions of every
cabinet are in nearly every case modified by concession ; that a
minority of the cabinet frequently dissents from them. Yet
all this latent discrepancy of opinion is never hinted at, much
less i3 it ever avowed. A cabinet minister comes down to the
Honse habit ually to vote and occasionally to speak in favour of

measures which he much dislikes, from which he has in vain
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attempted to dissnade his colleagues. The life of a great
minister is the life of a great advocate. No life can be ima-
gined which is worse for a mind like Mr. Gladstone’s, He was
naturally changeable, susceptible, prone to unlimited state-
ments—to vehement arguments. He has followed a career in
which it is necessary to follow a changing guide and to obey
more or less, but always to some extent, a fluctnating opinion ;
to argue vehemently for tenets which you dislike; to defend
boldly a given law to-day, to propose boldly that the same law
should be repealed to-morrow. Accumulated experience shows
that the public life of our parliamentary statesmen is singu-
Jarly unsteadying, is painfully destructive of coherent prineiple ;
and we may easily conceive how dangerous it must be toa
mind like Mr. Gladstone’s—to a mind, by its intrinsic nature,
impressible, impetuous, and unfixed.

What, then, is to be the future course of the remarkable
statesman whose execllences and whose faults we have ven-
tured to analyse at such length? No wise man would venture
to predict. A wise man does not predict much in this com-
plicated world, least of all will he predict the exact course of
a perplexing man in perplexing eirenmstances, Dbut we will
hazard three general remarks.

First, Mr. Gladstone is sgsentially a man who cannot impose
his creed on his time, but must learn his creed of his time.
Every parliamentary gtatesman must, as we have smd, do so in
some measure ;3 but Mr. Gladstone must do so above all men.
The vehement, orator, the impulsive advocate, the ingenious but
somewhat unsettled thinker, is the last man from whom we
should expect an original poliey, a steady succession of mature
and consistent designs. Mr. Gladstone may well be the ex-
positor of his time, the advocate of its conclusions, the admired
orator in whom it will take pride; but he cannot be more.
Parliamentary life rarely admits the autoeratic supremacy of
an original intellect; the present moment is singularly
anfavourable to it ; Mr. Gladstone is the last man to obtain 1t.
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Secondly, Mr. Gladstone will fail if he follow the seductive
example of Sir Robert Peel. Tt is customary to talk of the un-
favourable circumstances in which the latter was placed, but
in one respect those circumstances were favourable. He had
very unusual means of learning the ideas of his time. They
were forced upon him by a loud and organised agitation. The
repeal of the corn-laws, the repeal of the Catholic disabilities,
—the two acts by which he will be remembered— were not
chosen by him, but exacted from him. The world around him
elamoured for them. But no future statesman can hope to
have such an advantage. The age in which Peel lived was an
age of destruction ; the measures by which he will be remem-
bered were abolitions. We have now reached the term of the
destructive period. We cannot abolish all our laws ;

: we have
feow r:hmrs]'n_ing with which educated men find fault,. The (ques-

tions which remain are questions of construction—how the
lower classes are tc be admitted to g share of political power
withont absorbing the whole power ; how the natural union of
Church and State is to be adapted to an age of divided reli-
gious opinion, and to the necessary conditions of a parliamentary

government. These, and such as these, are the future topies
of our home policy. And on these the voice of the nation will
never be very distinet.
difficult. A statesman who will hereafter learn what. our real
publie opinion is, will not have to regard loud

disregard them ; will not have to yield to

Destruction is easy, construction is very

agitators, but to
a loud voice, but to
listen for a still small voice 3 will have to seek for the opinion
which is treasured in secret rather than for that which is noised
abroad. If Mr. Gladstone will accept the eonditions of his age ;
if he will guide himself by the mature, settled, and eultured re-
flection of his time, and not by its loud and noisy organs ; if he
will look for that which is thought, rather than for that which
18 said—-he may leave a great name, be useful to his country,
may steady and balanee his own mind., But if not, not. The
coherent efficiency of his career will depend on the guide which
I
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he takes, the index which he obeys, the 8a{uwv which he con-
sults.

There are two topics which are especially critical. Mr.
Gladstone must not object to war because it 13 war, or to ex-
penditure because it is expenditure. Upon these two points
Mr. Gladstone has shown a tendency—not, we hope, an uncon-

trollable tendency, but still a tendency—to differ from the best
opinion of the age. He has been unfortunately placed. His
humaue and Christian feelings are opposed to war; he has a
financial ideal which has been distorted, if not destroyed, by
a growing expenditure. DBut war is often necessary ; finance 18
not an end ; money is but a means. A statesman who would
lead his age must learn its duties. It may be that the defence
of England, the military defence, is one of our duties, If so,
we must not sit down to count the cost. TIf so,it is not the age
for arithmetic. If so, it is for our statesmen—it is especially
for Mr. Gladstone, who is the most splendidly gifted amongst
them—to sacrifice cherished hopes ; to forego treasured schemes;
to put out of their thoughts the pleasant duties of a pacific
time ; to face the barbarism of war ; to vanquish the instinetive
shrinkings of a delicate mind.

Lastly, Mr. Gladstone must beware how he again commits
himself to a long period of bewildering opposition. Office is a
steadying situation. A minister has means of learning from his
colleagues, from his subordimates, from unnumbered persons
who are only too ready to give him information, what the truth
is, and what public opinion is, Opposition, on the other hand,
is an exciting and a misleading situation. The bias of every
one who is so placed is to oppose the ministry. Yet on a
hundred questions the ministry are likely to be right. They
have special information, long consultations, skilled public
servants to guide them. On most points there is no misleading
motive. Every minister decides, to the best of his ability, upon
most of the questions which eome before him. A bias to oppose
him, therefore, is always dangerous. It is peculiarly dangerous
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to those in whom the contentious impulse is strong, whose life

15 in debate. If Mr, Gladstone’s mind is to be lkept in a nseful
track, it must be by the guiding influence of office, by an ex-
emption from the misgniding influence of opposition,

No one desires more than we do that Mr. G ladstone’s future
course should be enriched, not only with or

atorical fame, but
with useful power.

Such gifts as his are amongst the rarest

that are given to men ; they are amongst the most valuable ;
they

y are singularly suited to our parliamentary life.
cannot afford to lose such a man.

England
If in the foregoing pages we

= have seemed often to find fault, it has not been for the sake of
-.,_' { finding fault. It is necessary that England should comprehend
gl Mr. Gladstone. If the country have not a true conception of a
3 : great statesman, his popularity will be capricious, his power |

4 irregular, and his usefulness insecure.



WILLIAM PITT.
[1861.]

Lorp Stanxtopr’s Life of Mr. Pitt has both the excellences and
the defects which we should expeet from him, and neither of
them are what we expect in a great historical writer of the pre-
gsent age. Even simple readers are becoming aware that histori-
cal investigation, which used to be a sombre and respectable
calling, is now an audacious pursuit. Paradoxes are very bald
and very numerous. Many of the recognised  good people’ in
history have become bad, and all the very bad people have
hecome rather good. We have palliations of Tiberius, eulogies
on Henry VIIL., devotional exercises to Cromwell, and fulsome
adulation of Julius Cmsar and of the first Napoleon. The
philosophy of history is more alarming still. One school sees
in it but a gradual development of atheistic belief, another
threatens to resolve it all into ‘the three simple agencies,
starch, fibrin, and albumen.’ But in these exploits of audacious
ingenuity and specious learning Lord Stanhope has taken no
part. He is not anxious to be original. He travels, if possible,
:11 the worn track of previous historians; he tells a plain tale
in an easy plain way ; he shrinks from wonderful novelties;
with the cautious scepticism of true common sense, he 1s
always glad to find that the conclusions at which he arrives
coincide with those of former inquirers. His style is charae-
teristic of his matter. IHe narrates with a gentle sense and

v Jife of the Right Honourable William Pift. By Earl Stanhope, author
of the History of England from the Peace of Ulrecht.

.
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languid accuracy, very different from the stimulating rhetorie
I and exciting brilliancy of his more renowned contemporaries.
| In the present case Lord Stanhope has been very fortunate
8 both in his subject and in his materials. Myr. Pitt has never
_‘:; had even a decent biographer, thongh the peculiarities of his "
i:l-'- career are singularly inviting to literary ambition. His life
{ﬁ had much of the solid usefulness of modern times, and not a
J;_. little also of the romance of old times. He was skilled in eco-
.:,. nomical reform, but retained some of the majesty of old-world
(32 eloquence. He was as keen in small figures- as a rising
politician now ; yet he was a despotic premier at an age when,
;‘; im these times, a politician could barely aspire to be an Under-

Secretary. It is mot wonderful that Lord Stanhope should
have been attracted to a subject which is so interesting in it-
self, and which lies so precisely in the direction of his previous
studies, From his high standing and his personal connections,
he has been able to add much to our minuter knowledge. He
has obtained from various quarters many valuable letters which
have not been published before. There is a whole series from
George 111. to Mr. Pitt, and a scarcely less curious series from
Mr, Pitt to his mother. We need not add that Lord Stanhope
has digested his important materials with great care; that
he has made of them almost as much as eould be made ; that
he has a warm admiration and a delicate respect for the
great statesman of whom he is writing, His nearest approach
to an ungentle feeling is a quiet dislike to the great Whig
families,

Mzr. Pitt is an example of one of the modes in which the
popular imagination is, even in historical times, frequently
and easily misled. Mankind judge of a great statesman prin-
cipally by the most marked and memorable passage in his
career, By chance we lately had the honour to travel with a
gentleman who said, that Sir Robert Peel was the ¢leader of
the Whigs ;* and though historical evidence will always prevent
common opinion from becoming so absurd as this, it is unde-
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niable that, in the popular faney of younger men, Sir Robert
Peel is the Liberal minister who repealed the Corn-laws and
carried Catholic Emancipation. The world is forgetting that
he was once the favourite leader of the old Tory party—the
steady opponent of Mr. Canning, and the steady adherent of
Lord Sidmouth and Lord Eldon. We remember his great re-
forms, of which we daily feel the benefit; we forget that, during
a complete political generation, he was the most plausible sup-
porter of ancient prejudices, and the most decent advocate of
inveterate abuses. Mr. Pitt’s fate has been very similar, but
far less fortunate, The event in his life most deeply im-
planted in the popular memory is his resistance to the French
Revolution § it is this which has made him the object of
affection to extreme Tories, and of suspicion and distrust to
reasonable Liberals. Yet no rash inference was ever more un-
founded and more false. It can be proved that, in all the other
parts of Mr, Pitt’s life, the natural tendency of his favourite
plan was uniformly Liberal ; that, at the time of the French
Revolution itself, he only did what the immense majority of the
English people, even of the cultivated English people, deli-
berately desired; that he did it anxiously, with many mis-
givings, and in opposition to his natural inclinations ; that 1t
is very dubious whether, in the temper of the French nation
and the temper of the English nation, a war between them
conld by possibility have been avoided at that juneture; that,
in his administration and under his auspices, the spirit of
legislative improvement which characterises modern times may
almost be said to begin ; that he was the first English mimster
who discussed political questions with the cultivated thought-
fulness and considerate discretion which seem to characterise
us now; that, in political instruetion, he was immeasurably
superior to Fox, and that, in the practical applieation of just
prineiples to ordinary events, he was equally superior to Burke.

There are two kinds of statesmen to whom, at different
times, representative government gives an opportunity and a
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carcer—dictators and administrators. There are certain men

who are ealled in conjunctures of great danger to save the
State. When national peril was imminent, all nations have felt
it meedful to select the best man who could be found—for
better, for worse ; to put unlimited trust in him; to allow
him to do whatever he wished, and to leave undone whatever he
did not approve of. The gualities which are necessary for a
dictator are two—a commanding character and an original in-
tellect. All other qualities are secondary. Regular industry, a
conciliatory disposition, a power of logical exposition, and argu-
mentative discussion, which are necessary to a parliamentary
statesman in ordinary times, are not essential to the selected
dictator of a particular juneture. If he have force of charaeter
to overawe men into trusting him, and originality of intelleet
sufficient to enable him to cope with the pressing, terrible, and
eritical events with which he is selected to cope, it is enoungh.
Kvery subordinate shortcoming, every incidental defect, will be
pardoned. ¢Save us!’ is the ery of the moment; and, in the
confident hope of safety, any deficiency will be overlooked, and
any frailty pardoned.

The genius requisite for a great administrator is not so
imposing, but it is, perhaps, equally rare, and needs a more
peculiar combination of qualities. Ordinary administrators are
very eommon : every-day life requires and produces every-day
persons. But a really great administrator thinks not only of
the day but of the morrow ; does not only what he must but
what he wants; is eager to extirpate eyvery abuse, and on the
watch for every improvement ; is on a level with the highest
political thought of his time, and persuades his age to be ruled
according to it—to permit him to embody it in policy and in
laws. Administration in this large sense includes legislation,
for it is concerned with the far-seeing regulation of future con-
duct, as well as with the limited management of the present.
Gireat dictators are doubtless rare in political history ; but they

are not more so than great administrators, such as we have just
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defined them. It is not easy to manage any age ; 1t is not easy
to be on a level with the highest thought of any age; but to
manage that age according to that highest thought is among
the most arduous tasks of the world. The intellectual character
of a dictator is noble but simple ; that of a great administrator
and legislator is also comiplex.

The exaect description of Mr. Pitt is, that he had in the
most complete perfection the faculties of a great administrator,
and that he added to it the commanding temperament, though
not the creative intellect, of a great dictator. He was (ried by
long and prosperous years, which exercised to the utmost his
peculiar faculties, which enabled him to effect brilliant triumphs
of policy and of legislation ; he was tried likewise by a terrible
erisis, with which he had not the originality entirely to cope,
which he did not understand as we understand it now, but in
which he showed a hardihood of resolution and a consistency of
action which captivated the English people, and which impressed
the whole world.

A very slight survey of Mr. Pitt’s career is all we have room
for here ; indeed, it is not easy within the compass of an article
to make any survey, however slight; but we hope at least to
show that peculiar training, peculiar opportunity, and peculiar
ability, combined to make him what he was.

It may seem silly to observe that Mr. Pitt was the son of
his father, and vet there iz no doubt that it was a eritical
circumstance in the formation of his character. When he was
born, as Lord Macaulay has described, his father’s name was
the most celebrated in the whole civilised world ; every post
brought the news of some victory or some great stroke of policy,
and his imagination dwelt upon the realities before him, <I
am glad I am not the eldest son,” he said. I should like to
speak in the House of Commons, like papa. And there are
other sayings indicating an early ambition and an early con-
sciousness of power. There is nothing extraordinary in this,
Most boys are conceited ; most boys have a wonderful belief in
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their own power. ¢At sixteen,’ says Mr. Disraeli, ‘everyone
believes he iz the most peculiar man who ever lived, And
there is certainly no difficulty in imagining Mr. Disraeli think-
ing so. The difficulty is, not to entertain this proud belief, but
to keep it; not to have these lofty visions, but to hold them.
Manhood comes, and with it come the plain facts of the world,
There is no illusion in them ; they have a distinct teaching.
¢ The world,’ they say definitely, ¢ does not believe in you. You
fancy you have a call to a great career, but no one else even
imagines that you fancy it. Youdonot dare to say it out lound.’
Before the fear of ridicule and the touch of reality, the illusions
of youth pass away, and with them goes all intellectual courage.
We have no longer the hardihood, we have scarcely the wish
to form our own ereed, to think our own thounghts, to act upon
our own belief; we try to be sensible, and we end in being
ordinary ; we fear to be eccentrie, and we end in being com-
monplace, It is irom this fate that the son of a commanding
prime minister is at any rate preserved ; the world thinks about
him ; the world alludes to him. He can speak ‘in the grand
styvle,” and he will not be laughed at, or not much. When we
wonder at the indomitable resolution and the inflexible self-
rehance which Mr. Pitt through life displayed, we may lessen
our wonder by remembering that he never endured the bitter
ignominy of youth ; that his self-confidence was never dis-
heartened by being ¢an unknown man ;’ that he early received
from fortune the inestimable permission to be himself.

The eduecation of Mr. Pitt was as favourable to the develop-
ment of his peculiar powers as his position. The publie educa~
tion of England has very great merits, and is well fitted for the
cultivation of the average Englishman; but one at least of the
qualities which fit it for training ordinary men unfit it for

training an extraordinary man. Its erreatest value to the mass

|:!."‘-

of those who are brought up in it, is its influence in diminishing
their self-confidence., They are early brought into a little but
rough world, which effects on a small scale what the real world
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will afterwards effect still more thoroughly on a large one. It
teaches boys, who are no better than other boys, that they are
no better than other boys; that the advantages of one are
compensated by the advantages of others; that the world is a
miscellaneous and motley medley, in which it is not easy to
conquer, and over which it is impossible to rule. But it is
not desirable that a young man in Pitt’s position should learn
this lesson., If you are to train a man to be prime minister at
five and twenty, you must not dishearten his self-confidence,
though it be overweening ; you must not tame his energy,
though it seem presumptuous. Ordinary men should and must
be taught to fear the face of the world; they are to be guided
by its laws and regulated by its manners; the one exceptional
man, who is in his first youth to rule the world, must be trained
not to fear it, but to despise it.

The legitimate food of a self-relying nature is early solitude,
and the most stimulating solitude is solitude in the midst of
society, Mr, Pitt’s education was of this kind entirely. He
was educated at home during his whole boyhood. e was sent
to Cambridge at a most unusually early age. He lived there
almost, wholly with Mr. Pretyman, his tutor. ¢ While Mr. Pitt
was undergraduate,” writes that gentleman, ‘ he never omitted
attending chapel morning and evening in the public hall,
except when prevented by indispogrition. Nor did he pass a
single evening out of the college walls; indeed, most of his
time was spent with me. During his whole residence at the
University,” Mr. Pretyman continues, ‘I never knew him spend
an idle day, nor did he ever fail to attend me at the appointed
hour’ He did not make any friends, scarcely any social
acquaintances fill he had taken his degree. He passed very
much of his time, his tutor tells us, in very severe study, and
very mueh of it, as we may easily believe, in the most absorbing
of early pleasures—the monotonous exeitement of ambitious
anticipation. On an inferior man, this sort of youth could have
had but one effect—it must have made him a prig. But it
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had not that effect on Pitt. It contributed to make him a shy,
haughty, and inaccessible man., Such he emerged from Cam-
bridge, and such he continued through life to be: but he was
preserved from the characteristic degradation of well-inten-
tioned and erudite youth by two great counteracting influences,
—a strong sense of humour and a genuine interest in grea
subjects. His sense of fun was, indeed, disguised from the
valgar by a rigid mask of grave dignity; but in private it was
his strongest characteristie. ¢ Don’t tell me,” he is said to have
remarked, ¢ of a man’s being able to talk sense ; everyone can
talk sense : ean he talk nonsense?’ And Mr. Wilberforce, the
most cheerful of human beings, who had seen the most amusing
society of his generation, always declared that Pitt’s wit was
the best which he had ever kmown. And it was likely to be
humour gains much by constant suppression, and at no time of
life was Pitt ever wanting in dexterous words. No man who
really cares for great things, and who sees the langhable side
of little things, ever beecomes a ¢ prig.’

While at Cambridge likewise Pitt paid, as his tutor tells
us, great attention to what are now, in popular estimation, the
characteristic studies of the place. His attainments in mathe-
maties were probably not much like the elaborate and exact
knowledge which the higher wranglers now yearly carry away
from the University, but they were considerable for his time,
and they comprehended the most instructive part of the subject,
the first principles; a vague hope, too, is expressed that he
may read Newton’s ¢ Prineipia’ ¢ after some sammer eircuit,’
which, as we may easily suppose, was not realised.

Though the tutor’s information is not very exact, we may
accept his general testimony that Pitt was a good mathemati-
cian, according to the academic standing of that day. There is,
indeed, strong corroborative evidence of the fact in Mr. Pitt’s
finaneial speeches. It is mot easy to draw out the evidence
in writing, and it would be very tiresome to read the evidence

if it were drawn out; but a skilful observer of the contrast
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between educated and uneducated language will find in Pitt
many traces of mathematical studies. Raw argument and \
common-sense correctness come by nature, but only a prelimi-
nary education can give the final edge to accuracy in statement,
and the last nicety to polished and penetrating discussion. In
later life, the facile use of financial rhetoric was as familiar to
Mr. Pitt asto Mr. Gladstone.

His classical studies were pursued upon a plan suggested
by his father, which was certainly well adapted for the par-

ticular case, though it would not be good for mankind in gene-
ral. A sufficient experience proves that no one can be taught
any language thoroughly and accurately except by eomposition
i it; and Mr. Pitt had apparently never practised any sort
of composition in Greek or Latin, whether verse or prose. But,
for the purpose of disciplining a student in his own language,
the reverse practice of translating from the classical languages
is the best single expedient which has ever been made use of.
And to this Mr. Pitt was trained by his father from early boy-
hood. He was taught to read off the classics into the best
. English he could find, never inserting a word with which he
Rl was not satisfied, but waiting till he found one with which he
i was satisfied. By constant practice he became so ready that
[ he never stopped at all ; the right word always presented itself
immediately,. When he was asked in later life, how he had

' 53 acquired the mellifluous abundance of appropriate language J
15 with which he amazed and charmed the House of Commeons, it 1
was to this suggestion of his father that he at once imputed it.

structor we may ascribe his early interest in parliamentary

R R

conflict. We have before quoted the naive expression of his
boyish desire to be in the House of Commons. There is a still
more eurious story of him in very early youth., Tt is said, < He
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was int