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The Hiftory of the Eaflern Nations,
from Solomnon to the Babylonifb Cap-
tivity ; in order to clear up the
Hiftory of the Fews in the Prophets.

T

..-'_f,-_:g.i 2 HE Difficulty of explaining the Prophets, is

5w

;?* thofe Nations the Hebrews had to do with, and

ety t0 the difference we find in the Sazcred and
C e rofane Writers asto the Numes, Dates, and
iemnieNS Fvents, mention’d in their refpeftive Hiftories.
brom Abrabam to David the Hiftory of the Hebrews goes
on {moothly without any Rub, becaufe it relates only to one
fingle Nation, who confin’d themfelves within the Bounds of
their own Country, and had little or no concerns with any
foreign Powers. In the Accounts of thofe early Ages, we are
not put to the trouble of reconciling the Sazcred with the
Heathen Hiftorians ; feeing thefe laft go nor back fo far, In
A |

vain

2GRt owing to the imperfet Knowledge we have of of thePreph’
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A SUMMARY of the Book II.

vain fhould we look in the Greck or Roman Authors for an
account of the War of 4mraphel King ot Shinar, of Arioch
King of Ellafar, of Chedoriaomer King of Flam, and Tidal
King of Nations, againft the Kings of Sodomz, Gomorrahb, and
the other Cities of Pentapolis. Neither do they give us any
Information of the Dominion and Monarchy of ANzmrod, and
his Succeffors ; nor of the Conqueft the Hebrews made of
Canaarn and the Land of the 4morites, where {o many Kings
were put to death.,

We find in the time of the Fudges, a Chufar Rifhathain:
King of Mefopotamia, entirely unknown to the Antients. The
Kingdoms of the Idumeans, Philiftines, Amalekites, Midia-
nites, Moabites, Ammonites, are buried in a profound Oblivion
by Heathen Writers. Thefe were, however, powerful Nations,
with whom the Hebrews had the moft to do. But as I ob-
{ferv’d, this Silence of Profare Hiftorians, removes all Obftacles
in the Study of Autient Hiftory. Intricacies and Difliculties
belong only to the Hiftory of later Times. _

David and Soloman, whole Power was fo Great and Flou-

» of David rifhing, make but an inconfiderable Figure in Profasne Hiftory.,

'd Solomon

P rafﬂ ne

Eﬂ C—'f)’ -

Their Empire 1s not {fo much as mentioned with the four
Great Monarchies of the 4ffyrians, Medes, Perfians, and
Chaldeans ; tho’ its Extent and Power gave it a good Claim to
be taken notice of. In the Reign of Dawvid, Syria was parted
between Hadadezer King of Damafrus, and Toi King of
Hamath. David brought the former into Subjeflion, and
entred into an Alliance and Friendfhip with the latter (z). He-

“extended his Conquelts beyond the Eupbrates ().  He was at

Peace with Egypr and Phericia. All thereft of the Nations
round about were {ubject and tributary to ‘him. s Solomosz
maintain’d, and enlarg’d the Dominions David left him (¢). It
may be demanded, where was then the great Monarchy of the -
Affyrians, fo much’ boafted of for its Grandeur and Power ?
Amraphel King of Shinar or Babylowia, Arioch King of
Ellafar, Chedorlaomer King of Elam, {poken of in Gezefis (4),
and Chufan Rifbatbaim, mentioned in Pudges (¢); were thefe
the Heads, or Members only of this pretended Monarchy of

(2) 2 Sam. viii. §, 9, 10, &c, (b) Ibid. 3. and 1 Kings x, 16. Pfal, Ix.1.
(c) 1 Kings iv, 24 1x. 17, (d) Gen, xiv. (¢) 2 Kings xv. 19,

/ the




| Dif. IIL. Hiftory of the Eaftern Nations. 71 |

the Affyrians 2. From Nimrod to the Reign of Menaben:
King of Ifraci, there is nothing faid in Scripture of any King
of Affyria. But from the time of Menabem, we meet with
Tiglath-Pilefer, Salmanefer, Sennacherib, and Eferbaddon ;

and on the orher ha nd, Merodach Baladan King of Babylon, in
the Reign of Hezekiakh (f), and afterward Nebuchadnezzer,
fo famous in the facred Writings, and not unknown to profane
Authors. To Nebuchadnezzar, {ucceeded Evilmerodach, then
Belhazzar ; atter him, Darius the Mede, Cyrus, and the
Perfians. This is the general Ideaz the Scriptures give us of
thefe celebrated Monarchies. |
Astor the Kingdom of Egypr, the Antiquity of it is be- Litile faid §
yond all difpute; buc its Beginnings are fo dark and obfcure,%;gﬁff;'
that there i1s no knowing any thing of the Matter. Each the Seriptur;
Writer reduces and adjufts the fick Dynafties, according as he !
pleafes. The firft King of Egyps that invaded the Hebrezs
in theirown Country, was Shifhack, who wag’d War againit
Reboboam the Son of Solomon (g). A long time after, Pharaokh
Necho vanquidh’d Fofiah (b): And laftly Hophra, called by
Profane Hiftorians Apries,came to the Relief of Ferufalens,
then belieged by Nebuchadnezzar<s); but was overcome,
and obliged to retreat. This isall the Scriptures inform us of
this famous Kingdom. Too fhort an Account, to give us any
Afliftance in clearing up the Prophecies; and therefore we are
fain to have recourfe elfewhere for Light to guide us ina Path
fo dark and intricate. -
After the Separation of the ten Tribes, the Monarchy foﬁfzﬁ’* l'
parationof H

the Hebrews founded by David, and kept up by 8000112072, 40 Tyites 17

L]

began to decline. It held out for {fome time ; but at length Jews deciin’
was forced to fubmit to the Kings of Affyria and ﬂgﬁbyigfz_-’f”.”’f “ap- g
‘Two powerful Nations, the Egyptians on one fide, and” the =~ )
Syrians on the other, contended many Years who fhould be '
Mafters of this Country, The Kings of Damafeus had con- :
tinual Wars with the Kings of Ifrael and Fudah, till thefle

lalt finding themfelves not a Match for them, call’d in to their
Aid the Kings beyond the Eupbrates. This Step was equally

fatal to both of them, I mean, to the Syrians as well as

i
il

i
/ {I':E

(f) 2 Kings xx. 11, 12, (g) 1 Kings xiv, 25, (k) 2 Kings xxiii. 29. |
(2) Jer. xliv, 3c. _ o
A 2 Hebrews. i



7% A SUMMARY of the Book IL.

Hebrews. ‘The Syrians were defeated, and their Power de-
ftroy’d ; but the Hebrews remain’d in Subje&ion, and became
tributary to their Deliverers, who {foon prov’d their molft
dangerous Enemies. After they had drain’d them by intole-
rable Taxes and Tributes, they entirely bereav’d them of
their Liberty, and carried them away Captive at feveral times
beyond the Eupbrates. '
The Egyptians invaded Fudea mn the Reign of Reboboan,
and afrer they had drawn from thence immenfe Riches,
march’d back into their own Country. They came no more
into  Paleftine till the time of Foftah. Necho, King of
Fgypt, having a delign of carrying his Arms as far as the Fu-
phrates, demanded leave of Zofiah King of Fudab to pafs
thro” his Territories ; the which being refus’d him, they came
to a Battel, wherein Fofiah was {lain (£). The Egyptiariaid
claim to Fudah, as his own by Right of Conqueft : He de-
| poled Fehoabaz (), whom the People had placed upon the
: Throne, without confulting him, and carried him away Cap-

tive into Fgypr. He made Feboiakim King in his room, and
| laid the Country under a Tribute of an hundred Talents of
Silver, and a Talent of Gold. The Dominion of the Egyp-
tians over Fudea, did not laft long. Nebuchadnezzar King
of Babylon, came and conquer’d the whole Country, and con-
fin’d the King of Egypr within his own Bounds (7). This
laft made fome Attempts to refift Nebuchadnezzar. He en-
tered feveral times into Leagues with the Kings of Fxdab, to
put a ftop to the Progrefs of the King of Babyl~ : but all his
Endeavours prov’d ineffe€tual ; he was forced to fubmit to the
Conqueror, who took Perufalem, and carried off Fudab be-
yond the Euphbrates.

Whilft thefe two mighty Powers were contending for the
maftery of Paleftine, there were feveral lefs important ‘Wars
carried on between the Kings of #udab and Ifyael ; and be-
tween them, and the Philiftines, Idumeans, Ammonites, and
Moabites. But thefe petty Wars ferv’d only to weaken thofe
that wag’d them, and to pave the way to the Conqueft of

t}éeir Country, which in the end was effeftually broughe
about.

k) 2 Kings xxiii, () 2 Kings xxvi. 30, 31, (m) 2 Kings xxiv, 6, 7.

; This




Dif Il Hiftory of the Eaftetn Nations.

This, in fbort, is a general View of the Hiftory of the
Hebrews from David to the Babylonifb Captivity, and of
the Relation they ftood in with Otger Nations during all that
time. But it will be neceflary to be fomewhat more particu-
lar in thefe Matters. In order to this, I fhall join the Ac-
counts of Profaze Authors, to thofe of the Szcred Hifto-
rians, taking in at the fame time what is faid by the Propbets.
Thefe laft will fupply us with abundance of Particulars, which
we fhould in vain fearch after elfewhere; more efpecially
Feremiah, who may be confidered as the Prophet of the

Gentiles, from the many Propbecies he has left us relating to
them:

Sect. 1. The Hiftory of the Aflyrians.

'I" HE Affyrian Monarchy was founded by Nljzus the Son Nious!

of Belus, and lafted, according to Herodorus (), 520 f718
Years in Higher Afia. Ninusy {ay fome (¢), reigned 52 Years, Monand

others fay (p), 17. He beautified and enlarged the antient
City of Nizeweh, built long before by Nimrod (9).  Upber
fixes the beginning of Njzus’s Reign to the Year of the
World 2737, in the time o, Deborap and Baruch

To Nzzus {fucceeded his Wife Semz’myz’:, who reign’d 423"5’.”‘?’
Years. She raifed the Empire to the highet Pitch of Glory,f,fpf
and left it in a fiourithing Condition to her Son Njnjias. There aonart

1s not a word in Scripture of this famous Monarchy, or of fore Joi

Nints, Semiramis, and their Succeflors, till the time of the
Prophet 7onah (r); and even then we are not told the Name
of the Prince who then reign’d in _4ffyria. But we find NJ-
z#cvel t0 have been an exceeding great City, quite funk into
Luxury and Debauchery. However, they repented at the
Preacling of Fonap, the King laid afide his Royal Robes,
put on Sackcloth, fat in Afhes and proclaim’d a general
Faft both for Manand Beaft. God being moved at thefe Signs
of Repentance, pardon’d them, and put not his Threatnings

(») Herod. L 1.¢, 95¢ (o) Afric, & Eufeb.. (#) Diod. I. 2: Dionyf. Halic. Hif.

Rom. initio. (9) Gen.x.9, 10,  (r) Jon. i 3. This Prophet lived in the Reigns of
Amariah King of Judab, apd Jeroboam King of Ifvael, in the Year of the World 3180,

in

1'“.
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in execution. We meet with a King of Nizewveh, called
Phul, in the time of Menabem King of Ifrael, about g0
Years after Fonab. Phul came againft Ifrael, and Menabem,
to gain him over to his Side, gave him a thoufand Talents of

Silver (). This is the fame King mentioned in Hpfea in cthefe
Words, JPher Ephraim faw his Sicknefs, then went bhe tothe
Allyrian, and fent to the King the Avenger (t). Phul 15
fuppos’d to be the Father of Sardanapalus, or Sardanapalus
himfelf, fo much {poken of by the Autients. Indeed, Pro-
tane Authors call the Father of Sardanapalus, Anacirda-
raxes (n), or Anabaxares; but it 1s well known the antient
Kings of this Country had feveral Names, and that the
Greeks {trangely altered proper Names.
fyrian . 1 he Wickednefs of Nizeveh being grown to a monftrous
vy  height in the Reign of Sardanapalus, God raifed up Ene-
< mies againft him. _4rbaces, Governour of Media, full of In-
""" dignation at the effeminate Life this Prince led in his Palace,
| - entered into a Confederacy againft him with Belefis Gover-
nor of Babylon (w). They refolved to fhake oftf the Yoke of
| {o wretched a Monarch. They befieged him in Nizevep, and
compelled him to burn ‘himfelf in his Palace with all his
Riches, which were prodigious (x). Arbaces and Belefis di-
! vided his Dominions between themk The former had Media,
| and the latter Babylong where he reign’d 14 Years. They left
Ninus the Younger at Nineveb, the Heir of the antient Kings
| of Affyria, who kept up the Monarchy in fome Splendor.
| Thus three large Empires {fprung up out of the Ruins of the
) Allirian Monarchy ; Thofe of Ninecveb, Babylon, and Media.
.1 1 fhall confider each of thefe apart, {fo far as they related to the
| Affairs of the Fews. |
s o Belefis, whom [faiab (9) calls Baladarn, and Profane
onaffar Authors Ndﬁﬂﬁﬂfﬂ?" (2), founded the Bﬂb}!iﬁfgiﬂfg Monarchy’
Bl “¢and fix’d the Imperial Seat at Babylon, a City built long be-
;rcbf. fore by the Affyrians (a). Merodach Baladarn, Son or Grand-
| fon to Belefrs, courted the Friendlhip of Hezekiah King of

| Fudab, as appears from the Embafly he fent to that Prince

() 2 Kings xv. 19. 1 Chron. v. 26. (t) Hofpa v. 13. What is tranflated in oyr
Englifh Bible by King Jareb, is vendered in the Vulgate by Regem Ultorem. (#) Athen.»
L1z, ¢ 7. (w) Ibidem. (#) See Ufher ad ann. M. 3254.  (y) Ifai. xxxix.
1. 2 Kings xx, 12, (z) Hippar, Ptolem, Cenforin. (4) Ifal, xxiil, 13,

| , to




Dif II.  Hiffory of the Eaftern Nations. y -

to congratulate him upon the miraculous Recovery of his
Health (4). We hear no more of the Kings of Babylon, till the
time of Eferhaddon;of whom I fhall fpeak hereafter. .

Ninus the younger, who contind’d King of 4ffyria and Ninus ¢
Nineveb, is the Tiglath Pilefer of the Scriptures (¢). Hisymnger §

Jame wi}

Empire was apparently the moft famous in all the Eg/, fince Tiglat
Abaz King of Fudab fent to defire his Afliftance againft Pilefer.]
Rezin King of Damalcus, and Pekah King of Ifrael. Tig- |
lath-Pilefer came him{elf inPerfon; and having flain Reziz
in Battel, took Damafcus, and carried off the People beyond
the FEupbrates, {o put anend to the Kingdom of Damalcus
or Syria. After this he entered the Kingdom of* 7/7a¢/, van-
quifh’d Pekab, and {fent away the greateft part of the Zribes
that were fubject to him, beyond the Euphrates (d). Abaz,
who had invited this Conqueror into his Country to affit him
againft the neighbouring Princes, {foon repented of what he
had done. He was forced to empty the Royal Treafury, and
melt down the Veflels of the Temple, to fatisfy the greedy
Tiglath-Pilefer. Abaz became tributary to him, the which
gave the f[fyriana pretence of frequently vifiting him, till at
length he finally ruin’d him.

Salmanefer, the Succeflor of Tigiﬂtb-?iigﬁm came 1nto Salmane.
Syria in the Year of the World 3280, and deftroyed the & red s
Country of the Moabites, according to the Predi&ion'of:ﬁm&;
Ifaiab three Years before (¢). Afterwards he blocked upIfiael. |
Samaria and carried i1t after a three Years Siege. He tranfs
planted the reft of the Tribes beyond the Eupbrates (f).
Thus ended the Kingdom of Ifrae/ in the Year 3283. Heze-
kiab King ot Fudah, by thespeculiar Protettion of Heaven,
efcaped the Fury of Salmanefer. Upon this, Salmanefer re-
turn’d Victorious to Nizewveh.

But 1t was not long before he was obliged to return to Pa-
leftine, to alhft the Girtites againft Elulens King of Tyre (f).
Thefe Gittites were the Cypriots, according to Scaliger ; or
rather the. Philiftines, particularly thofe ofg Gath, according

(b) 2 Kings xx. 13, (¢) 2 Kings xv. 29, xvi. 7, 10, 1 Chron. x. 6. &%¢. (d) By which
means the Prephecy of Amos, v, 26, 27. was fulfilled, Prideaux .obferves, that, the plamting
the Captives in the Land of the Medes, 1 Chron. v.26, is 2 Proof that Media was ther
fubjeétto the King of Aflyria, apdtherefore Tiglath-Pilefer 4nd Ar[faces were the fame Pes-
fon. Part 1. L1, Conne@, ~ = (e) Mal. xvis 1, (f) 2 Kings xvii, 6+ and xviil. 1.

to.
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to Uther (g). Salmanefer had the better of the Phanicians,
and Matters being brought toan Accommodation, he march’d
back to Nizneveh with his Army.

A lictle after this, the greateflt partof the Seaport-Towns
belonging to the fljfrm'-fzy, revolted to the Affyrians. . Salma-
nefer haltened tothewr Affiftance. Upon which, they fitted out
a Fleet of fixty or feventy Sail, having on board 3oo Plau:-
cian Rowers. The Tyrians attack’d them wich 12 Veflels
only, difpers’d their Fleet, and took goo Prifoners. The King
of Aflyria durft not undertake the Siege of Tyre; but lefe
fome Troops behind to guard the Springs from whence the
People. of Tyre deew their Water. The Beflieged render’d
this Stratagem of his of no eftett, by digging Wells within
their own Walls. About this time it was, that Ifaziah pro-
nounced againlt the Tyrians thofe grievous Prophecies we read
in his xxnid Chapter. And King Hezekiab appareatly took
the Advantage of the Confufion Phenigia and all the Sea-
Coaft was in, to fall upon the Philiftines. An account of
which War you have in 2 Kzzgs xviil. 8.

Sennacherib, who fucceeded Salmanefer, carried the War
into- all 4fiz and Egypt(b). It was in all likelihood, whilft
he was bufied inhis Wars in 4f7a, that Hezekiah {hook off
the 4ffyrian Yoke, and refufed to pay Tribute to Seznacherib.
The Scriptures (/) intimate, that Hezekiah entered into a
League with the Kings of Egypr and Ethiopia, tor their mutual
Defence againft the 4ffyrian. Sennacherib came to Fudea,
and took the principal Cities of the Country (£). It is very
probable he took Dama/cus in his March (/) ; but however, he
did not befiege Ferufalem. He thought it neceflary to go
firlt into Egypr, and cut up the Evil by the Roots, by taking
from Hezekiab all hopes of Affiftance fromPharaoh. This War
took him up three Years, according to Berofus (m). Hezekiah
in the mean time left no Stone unturn’d to put Zerufalem in a
Condition to endure a long Siege (). Seznacheril came back
from Egypt to Fudea, and laid fiege to the fenced Cities in
the Southern Parts of the Country, fome whereof he took.

(2) Ulh. ad an.3287. (b) Berof, apud Jof. Antiq. L. x. ¢. T. (i) Ifal, xxx. 1, &%,
lvil, 9.13. 2 Kings xix. 9. xviii. 24, (k{ Ifai. x. 28,29. 2 Kings xviil.13. (1) See
the Awthor's Comment. on Ial, xviiy 1. (m) Ber. apud Jofi Antiq. I, x. c.1.

(») 2 Chron, xxxil. 2. -
Hezekiak
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Hezekialh ftearing the worft, refolv’d to purchafe a Peace of
Sennacherib at any rate. He gave him 300 Talents of Silver
and 30 Talents of Gold (). But the Allyrian, not {atisfied
with this vaft Sum of Money, fent Rabpekab to require He-
zekiah to deliver up Ferufalem, and fubmit himflf to him.
Ifaiab heartened the King of Zudab againft the Menaces of

Sennacherib, by afluring him™ that Ferufalem fhould not be
befieged, and that the Enemy fhould foon be forced to retire (p).

Accordingly, Seznnacherib being upon the march, in order to
give Battel to Tirbakah King of Ezbz'?z}z, who was coming
to the afliltance of Hezekiah, the Angel of the Lord inone N ight
{mote in the Camp of the Allyrians 185000 Men (9). Senna-
cherib got fafe to Nineveh, where he was put to death by his
own Sons about g5 days after his return (7)s |
In the firlt Year of this War, Hezeliah fell dangeroufly Hezekiah’
ill.  Ifaiab told him at firft he would die ; but the Lord, S«k»/*
mov’d by the Tears of Hezekiah, fent him word by the fame
Prophet, that he fhould recover, and live 15 Years longer: and
for a Proof of the truth of his Predition, he caus’d the fha-
dow of the Sun to go back ten Degrees (s). The Fame of
this Miracle reach’d the .ears of Merodach Baladar King of
Babylorn, who fent Ambafladors to Jerufalem, to congratulate
Hezekiah upon the Recovery of his Health, and to know the

wonderfully pleas’d with this Embafly. He highly careffed the
Ambafladors, and, out of too much Ofltentation, thew’d them
all his Treafures, Jfaiah feverely reprimanded him from the
Lord, and affured him, that one day all his Riches fhould be
carried away to Babyloz (u). -

Sennacherib being {lain, as 1 obferved above, his two Sons Efarhaddos,
that had committed the Parricide, were forced to fly for their ca'd Sargol

Lives to the Mountains of Armenia, and Efarbaddon, ano. ™ Hish. Q
ther of his Sons, fucceeded in his room (). He is called §z- i
gorz  Ifaiah (x). He reign’d 19 Years, made War upon
‘the Philiftines, and took 4fbdsd under the Condu@ of Tar-
tan the General of his Army (3). He invaded Egypt, Etbhio-

(0) 2 Kings x_viii. 14. About 350,000 I of our Maney. () 2 Kings xix, 32y 33.

(9) 2 Kings xix. 35 (r) Taob. i.21. : (£) 2 Kings Xviil, xix, xx. Ifaiah XXXVI,
xxxvil. () 2 Kings xx. 12, (#) Ifaiah XXXvill, XXxix, 2 Kings xx. 12,

(w) Halah xxxii, 36, 37, 38,  (#)Ifaiah xx, 1, (y) Ibidem.

B pia,
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pia () and Idumea (a), tO revenge the quarrel of Seznache-
i} his Father. Ac laft he took Ferufalem, made Manafleh
| Prifoner, and carried him to Babylon (b). But this laft War was
; not till a2 good while after the former. He firft united the Al-
(yrian and Babylonian Monarchies, for want of Heirs in the
PFamily of Belefis (¢), which was not done without fome Blood- -
fhed, as appears from Ifziah xxiii. 13. Thisis the fame Prince
that fent the Pricfts of the Lord to the Cuzhearns, whom Sal-
manefer King of Affyria had planted in Samaria, in the room of
the Ifraclires he had carried off (d). Manafleh returned to
Feorufalem the fame Year he was taken Prifoner (¢).
\fduchi-  Saofduchinus fucceeded Efarbaddon, and reign’d 20 Years
o b according to Prolenzy. He is thought to be the Nebuchadrnez-
Bor of 24r of the Book of Fudith (f), who. having overcome Ay-
fih.  phaxad King of the Medes, the Dejoces of Herodotus (g),
.; afpired to an univerfal Monarchy. To this end he fent Holo-
; Fernes with a powerful Army into Paleftine. But this General
was kill’d, and his Army routed before Berbuliah, in the man-
ner we find it related in Fudjth. There are a great many difi-
culties in this Hiftory, which I fhall not inquire into at pre-

|
:j: fent, but fhall confider them in my -Preface to the Book of
lj" Fudith.

f

i

o mm—— o —

fl
it
|

1|ifliniiada- - Chiniladanus, ov Saracus, who fucceeded Saofduchinus in
rii!ls or Sara- the Monarchy of ﬂﬂ'yria and _‘Bﬁ?{j’fafziﬂ,_did nothmg, that
i we know of, that related to the Hiftory of the Fews. But he

t'Li 2

;‘ is famous for the War he carried on againft Nabopolaflar, Go-
: vernour of Babylon, and Aftyages Son of Cyaxares King of
| Media (b). Thefe two Princes are” called Nebuchadnezzar
g and Abafuerus, in the Holy Scriptures (2): They entered into

A
' an Alliance together, by the means of a Marriage between

i
I
| Amyitis, Daughter of Aftyages, and Nebuchadnezzar the Son
f! of Nabopolaflar ; Chintladanus Was befieged in Nizeveh, and
L after the City was taken, his Dominions were fhar’d between

the two Conquerors. Nabopolaf]ar became Mafter of Nine-

!
i
1

* _ex Canon. Ptolemaico. (d) Ezra iv. 2, 10. be is there called the Great Afnappar.
(¢) Ufh. ad an. 3327. (f)Jud. 1. 1. (¢) Herodot. l. 1. ¢, 101, 102, () Alex.

i

A

!‘ (z..) Ifai xx.  (a) Ifai. xxxiv. () 2 Chron. xxxiii. xr. () Ufh. ad an. 3323,
|

| . .

| Polyhiftor, apud Syncell. See Ufh. adan. 3378 (¢) Tob, ult, Dan. x1, I.

weh




Dit TIL. Hiffory of the Eaftern Nutions

veh and Babylon i and Cyaxares of Media,and the bordering
Provinces (%). | .

Sect. I The Monarchy of the Chaldeans.

ABOPOLASSAR invefted his Son Nebzzcbfzdfzezzqr Nabopoll
N with Royal Power and Dignity, and fent him Into Syria ?r::ieij
and Paleftine. The young Prince’in his March defeated the el i
Garrifon Necho King of Leypt left at Carchemifb on the Empire.
Fuphrates (/) ; and advancing with his Army as far as Fudea,
he took Fehoiakim the Son of Foftak King of _’}’ﬁ@’ﬂ? Pl:lf_b- -
ner (72) 3 and fetting him again at liberty, made him Tribu.
tary to him (%). Fehoiakim paid him Tribute three Years.

But growing weary of this Subjettion, and imagining a War
was going to break out between the Egyptians and Allyrians,

he refus’d -to Pay 1t any longer. Tt was about this time chat
Nebuchadnezzar faw the Vifiog of the great Image made up

of feveral Sorts of Metals, the meaning whereof Dariel ex-

plained to him (s). The Revolt of Feboiakin obliged Ap-
buchadnezzar to come again to Zudes ; he beflieged and ook
Ferufalem, put Feboiakim to death, and made Jeboiachiz,
or Feconiah, or Coniah, King in his room. But he foon_repented
of the Favour he had done him, and came and took him Prifo-
ner, and carried him awWay to Babylon, with d great part of his
Nobility and fnighty Men of ¥Valour. Mdtmﬁz‘ab,- whofe
Name he changed to Zedekiab, the Uncle of Jeconiak, was
made King of Fersfialons in the Year 3405,

Nebuchaduezzar faid not lopg at Babylon. He receivid
the news that the Phernicians, Syrians, Egyptians, dra.-
bians, and Fews, were up in Arms > Upon which he march’d

(k) Erom this time Babylon became 1pe Seat of the ALl yrian Empive. N ineveh, according
i0 Diod. Sic. was 6o of cur Miles in Civcumferernce. Some of its Ruins are 1, be feen at this
Day. In the Da{lm&énﬂ of Nineveh avere fulfilled gpe Prophecies of Jonah iii, and Nahum.

11, 111 and Zephaniah ij, 2. (/) ]t::rem. xlvi, 2. Jp muft be obfeyved, ihag accordig to
the Jewifh ?ffkﬂﬂfﬂgs Nebuchadnezzar's Reigﬂ begins from the time bis Faihey tooR bim into

Partnerbip avith bfmi ‘n the Empive ; but according to the Babylﬂnians, be did yot begin to

veign till bis Fathey diedy about tawo Years after : Both thefe Computations are'in Scripture.
from this time 1he 70 Years

! (m) 2 Kings xxiv. 1. (7) dn the Year of the Wipld 3398,
of Captivity foretold by Jeremiah xxv, Ty 3511y Y20 XXVi. 1. are 20 Commence, In this Yeay

Daniel and 4 great nimbey of others aeve cayried away Captive to Babylog., Dan. i, 1. Jer.

B 2 againft




ASUMMARY ofthe  Book IL

againft them with all fpeed, and immediately laid fiege to
Ferufalem. Apries, XKing of FEgypt, called in Scripture
Pharaoh Hophra (p), coming to the Afliftance of this City,
Nebuchadnezzar turn’d his Army againft him, vanquifb’d -
. him, as Feremiab had foretold (g) ; and returning to the Siege
) of Ferufalem, took it inthe Year 3416, after a Siege of above
twb Years. nggkiafy was taken as he was ﬂymg away, and
carried to Riblah, where Nebuchadnezzar then refided.
And after he had caufed hisSons to be {lain before his face, he
.. ordered his Eyesto be put out, and then loaded him with
| Irons, and carried him to Babylon, where he died. Ferufalem
| was entirely deftroy’d, the Temple confum’d to Afhes, and the
main Body of the People carried away Captives beyond the
Eupbrates. He left none but the poorer fort of People behind,
under the Government of Gedaliah the Son of Ahikam (r).
But Gedaliab being murdered by the Treachery of Ifbmael,
f the Son of Nethaniah, the' People that were left, fled with
Feremiah into Egypt (s). Thole few that remain’d in the
! Country, were carricd away to Babylon by Nebuzaradan fome
E Years after (7). 'T
\be Siege of 1N 3419, that is, three Years after the takin% of Yerufalem,
j"l}’“' Nebuchadnezzar began the Siege of Tyre, which lafted above
Et twelve Years, for he took not the City till the thirteenth Year.

. — __ﬂ_‘ -HH_ b

T e

T T

;,ﬂ But however, in the mean time he made War on the Zidonians,
a Ammonites, Moabites,and ldumeans (u). 'The Prophets Fere-
ﬁ miah (w), Ezekiel (x), and others ( »), give us the Particulars
) of thefe Wars, which are omitted by the other Hiftorians.
’* After the taking of Tyre, Nebuchadnezzar invaded Egypr, and
: laid the whole Country defolate (z). Apries, or Hophra, was
: flain by his Enemies (a), and Amafis his Competitor was left
i Governour in his room. Nebuchadnezzar carried off from
; Egypt avalt number of Captives to Babylon. |

TN

| ebuchad- | ANebuchadnezzar, at his return from all thefe Expeditions,
nezzar  being blown up with his Succefles, was refolved to make Ba-
makes Baby- 1y /57 the fineft City in the World. He undertook and ac-

! lon the won-

er of the _complifh’d the moft furprizing and wonderful Works that ever
World, and

grows dif- ($) Jer. xliv. 30. (¢) Ibidem, (») Jer. x1. 5. () Jer. xli. xlii.

;;ra}‘?ed out of () Jer. lil. 30. (#) Jof. Antiq, 1. 10. c.11. Ezek, xxv. (ew) Jer. xlii. xliv.

Pride, (») Ezek. xxvi. xxvil. XXvil, (y) Obadiah, (z) Ezek, xx1X. XXX\ XXXI.
(a) Jer.xliv. 30, Ezek. xxxil 14, 20, &

wcere




Dif: III.  Hiftory of the Eaftern INations.

were known (). He was puffed up with Pride to fuch a de-
gree, as to imagine himfelf above the Condition of a Mortal.
God,. in order to humble him, fent him a Dream of an exceed-
ing great Tree that was to becut down (¢); and immediately
after he fell diftra@led, and continuing fo for feven Years, he
liv’d all that time with the Beafts of the Field (4). After which,
he return’d to his right Senfes, and died the fame Year (¢), &
in the forty third Year of his Reign. |

Ewilmerodach {ucceeded him. Berofus fays, he reign’d but Evi |k
two Years. He fet Pehoiakim King of Fudahb at Liberty (f ).%ﬁ 1
After his Death, Belfhbazzar his Soncame to the Crown. In &
his Reign, Dariel had the famous Vifion, relating to the Suc-
ceffion and Rife of the four Empires (¢). Belfbazzar was put
to death the fame Night he prophaned the Holy Veflels belong-
ing_to the Temple of the Lord (4). Darius the Mede, other-
wife call’d 4ffyages, Uncle by the Mother’s {ide to Ewvilmero-
dach, {fucceeded him (7), of whom I fhall {fpeak in the follow-
ing Settion. | - i

But before I leave the Succeffors of Nebuchadnezzar, itTre di
will be proper to obferve, that Propbane Hiftorians by no’ 2/

. 3 ; about 18
means agree either with one another, or with the Sacred Pen-chadn

men, in this matter. - Megaftenes (k) owns, that Eoilmero- Sy
dach was the Son and Succeflor of' Nebuchadnezzar the Great ;

and fays he was put to death by Nerigliffar his Sifter’s Hui-
band ; who after a Reign of four Years, was fucceeded by
Laborofoarchod ; this laft was flain by a Confpiracy, and the
Crown by common confent was given to one of the Confpi-
rators, called Nabonedus, ov Nabonnidochuss and by Herodorus
Labinetus, a Babyloniarn, who was not at all related to
Laborofoarchod. Cyrus made War againft Naboredus, and
having overcome him, treated him with great Humanity, and

;‘.
uTJ
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(b) Tho' Semiramis, or Belus, are faid to be the Founders of Babylon, it was Nebuchad-
nezzar that made it one of the Wonders of the World. The moft famous of bis Works avere,
1. The Walls 87 Foct thicky and 350 bigh, and 6o of our Englith Miles in compafs, 2. The
Temple of Belus, 600 Fuot bigh, and a Mile in Civcumference. 3. His Palacey and the barg-
fﬂg Gardens in it - His Palace was 8 Miles round, ﬁ;rrﬁunded with a trip!e m,t'f_.. 4. The
Banks of the River Enphrates, and the artificial Canals and Lake made for draining it in the
times of its overflowing. See Prideaux, p. 1.l 2. Coun. (¢) Dan.iv. 3. _(d) Dan.iv.
32, 33: () In theXear of the World 3443.  ( f ) Jer.lil 35 (¢) Dan. vii. vin.

(h) Dan. v. 30. (:) Dan. v 30, 31. Ifal xiil 1, &e. (k) Megaft. apud Eufeb.

‘Prep.l9. c. 41,

fent




A SUMMARY of the Book IL

fent him into Carmarnia. Berofus fays the fame things, but
is a lictle more particulac (7). To Nebuchaduezzar, fays he,
{fucceeded Eoilmerodach, who was flain for his debanch’d way
of living, after he had reign’d two Years. Neriglifjar, his
Brother-in-law and Murderer, reigned four Years. L.aborofo-
archod hisSon fucceeded him, being as yet a Mimor. As he
was obferv’d to have im him the Seeds of a cruel and wicked
Temper, he was {lain by a Confpiracy after he had reign’d
nine Months : Nabonedus, who fucceeded him, and was
of another Race and Family, was attack’d in the feventeenth
Year of his Reign by Cyrus King of Perfia. Nabonedus gave
him Battel,{but loft the Day : He retired with fome few Troops
to. Borfippus, and Cyrus became Malter of Babplon. After he
had caufed the Outer-Walls to be level’d, becaufe he thought
the place too {trong, he march’d directly to Borfippus. But
Nabonedus not thinking it proper to ftand a Siege, {urrendred
himfelt to Cyrus, who treated him with Humanicy, and gave
him a Retreat in Carmania, where he paffed the refidue of his
Life.

It is no eafy matter to reconcile all thefe Names and
Dates with the Accounts in Scripture, or with what other
Hiftorians inform us concerning Cyrus.. But it is not at all
[trange, to fee fo great a Diverfity among the Hiftorians that
have writ the Life of this Prince. Herodotus (), the moft
ancient Writer that has given us the Particulars of it, obferves,
that already inhis time it was related three feveral ways. He
adhered to zhar which feem’d to him the moft probable ; but

is it in reality the belt? and what Megaffenes and Berofus
tell us after him, is it any more to be depended on? I fhall

- lay before the Reader, what is to be met with concerning this

Prince in other antient Authors, and then fhall endeavour to

clear up matters, by fixing upon a certain number of Fas,
wherein all are agreed, and which are not repugnant to the

Hiftorical Accounts in the Holy Bible. But in order to this,

it will be neceffary to look back a little beyond the time of
Cyrus. | |

(1) Berof, apud Jofs con, App: ks 15 (m) Herod: 1. 1s ¢ 9 5u
Sect.




DIt HL.  Hiffory of the Eaftern Nations.

Se@. L The Momrrcbj of the Medes.

HE Medes were in Subjetion to the King of Affyria,

till the Reign of Sardamnapalus.  Arbaces took up Arms
againit him, and compell’d-him to burn himfelf at AGneved,
and by that means the Medes were freed from the 4ffyriar
Yoke (z). He isconfider’d as the Founder of the Monarchy of
the Medes (o), which according to Fuftiz lafted 350 Years, but
according to Herodotus 150 only (p). This laft "gives us the
Names but of four Kings of the Medes, namely, Dejoces,
Phraortes, Cyaxares and Aftyages. Diodorns Siculns (q)
reckons Ten. Eunfebins and Symcellus Bight. But Herodotus
owns, the Medes had been freed from the Dominion of the
Aflyrians a confiderable time before the Reign of Dejoces,
who built Ecbatana (r), and carried his Arms as far as the Ri-
ver Halys. He is faid to reign 53 Years. Pbhraortes, his Suc-
ceflor, conquer’d the Penfians, from which time we muft dare
the Beginning of the Meds-Perfian Empire, mentiond by
fome Authors (s). To Phraortes, fucceeded Cyaxares, who
took Ninmeweh, and by that means confiderably enlarg’d the
Monarchy of the Medes. This Cpaxares is apparently Darius
the Mede {poken of by &Efchylus (#). His Son and Succeflor
was 4ftyages fofamous in Hiftory. Affyages had two Daugh-
ters, Admyizis (married to Nebuchadnezzar the Great (),
from whom fprung Eeilmerodach King of Babylor) and Mar-
dana Wife to Cambyfes the Perfian (w), and Mother to Cyrus -
{o that 4fyages was Grandfather, by the Mother’s fide, both

i
e T W i L P R i T

(#) Juftin, L. 1. (o) Uther, Bofluet, and Calmet, are of Opinion that the Aflyrian
Monarchy, upon the Death of Sardanapalus, <was divided into three parts. Ninus the
* younger bad Nineveh ; Arbaces, Media ; and Nabonaflar, Babylon : buz others take
Ninus azd Arbaces (the Tiglath-Pilefer of 17, Scriptuves) tobe the [ame Peyfon, and confe-
quently, that the Empire was divided only into tawo parts, Aflyria and Babylonia or Chaidea ;
ami_ that the Medes continu'd in ﬁfﬁrjfﬁiﬂﬂ to the Aflyrians #ill the time of Sennacherib, cvhen
tnk:ﬂg; the Advantage of the great Iofs of his Army, they fet up for themfelves, and chofe Dejoces
for their King. But Calmet places the time of Dejoces being made King, before Sennacherib.
(p) Herod. l.1. ¢, 95. (¢) Diodor. 1. 2, (r) Herod. L. 1. c. 130. Prideaux
Jays, be only bmnt{ﬁed and enlavg'd tty which made the Greeks reckon him as the Founder.
Part I. 1. 1. Conne&. () Vide Marfham Canon. Agypt. Szcul, xviii.
" (t) EfCh'Mﬁaﬂ‘; MV 6 Fpilos HyEwY GprlE” AAAog 3 ixelve wwic D ipyov vivvee Tpilog ¥ ax’ adle
Kipos eddaipmuy dvip’ (#) Alex, Polyhiftor. () Juftin. L1, ' '
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A SUMMARY of the  Book II

to Cyrus and Evilmerodach. Fuftin exprelly fays, Affyages
had no Son (x); but Xenophosn gives hima Son; and call’d him
Cyaxares, who fucceeded him ; and we fhall find immediately
a Neceflity of admitting this Son of Affyages, in order to re-
concile the Sacred with Prophane Hiftory. - |

'__ Sect. IV. The Perfian Monarchy.

R Found- VTR U S, the Son of Cambyfes, refolving to fhake off the
b *; Per- Yoke of the Medes, ftire’d up the Perfians to a Revolt.
""" He fell upon Affyages, his Mother’s Father; and having van-
g quifhed him, preferv’d his Life, and gave him the Government

_ o, F

of Hyrcania, fatisty’d with having fet the Perfrians at liberty,
and made the Medes tributary to him. But the Cities of the
Medes did not long remain in {fubjettion to the Perfians; they
revolted from Cyrus (y), which was the occafion of a long and
tedious War. After he had reduced them to Obedience, he
turn’d his Arms againft the Babylonjans. Crefus, who was
in Alliance with them, coming to their Afliftance, was
vanquifh’d, and forced to retire back into his own Country.
Cyrus carried on the War againft the Babylozians ; and after
he had brought it to a Conclufion, followed Crefus into Lydia,
where his good Fortune ftill purfued him. Thus far Zuftiz.
Herodotus (2) relates thefe things in almoft the fame manner;
only he places the Babylonian War after thatr againft Crefus,
and the Conqueft of Lydia. He fays (a), that Labinetus was
at that time King of Babylon ; that Cyrus, atter he had cuc
the River Gindes into 360 Canals, upon a very flight account,
came at length to Babylon. The Babylnians gave him Bat-
tel, but were beaten; upon which they retreated into the
City, where they had laid in a vaft quantity of Provifions.
Cyrus finding the Siege was like to laft a long time, caus’d
the Euphbrates to be drain’d, by turning the Warers into the
Lakes that were thereabouts. Having by this means made the
River fordable, his Men entered the Town thro’ the Channel
of the River, which- ran quite thro’ the City. Thus Babylon

() Juftin. ibidem, (y) Ibidem., (z) Herod. I, 1. ¢ 178, (#) Herod, | 1.
Co 74 & 77,

i was




Dif. IIL Hiftory of the Eaftern Nation.

was taken without any Effufion of Blood. The City was o -

large, that they, who were at the fartheft parts of it, knew no-
thing of its being taken, tho’ the Enemy was in the very heart
of the Town. And asit happened to be a Grand Feftival that
Day, the Babylonians were all drowned in Mirth and Jollity.
‘This 1s what Herodotus informs us, without faying one Word
of what became of Labynetus King of Babylor. *

" Xenophornhas very much embellifh’d the Hiftory of Cyrus.
His de(fggn in writing it, was not fo much to gﬁive us a true
Hiltory of ‘his Life, as to paint out the Image of an excellent
Monarch in the Perfon of Cyrus (b). It is very plain, that as
to the main, he copies after Herodotus in almoft cvery thing ;
but then he has added feveral material CircumfFances (¢)- He
1ays, Cyrus was the Son of Cambyfes King of Perfiz, and of
Mandana the Daughter of Aftyages King of the Medes. He
fays nothing of this young Prince’s being expos’d, nor the man-
ner how he was preferv’d, and afterwards own’d by his Grand-
tather 4flyages. He makes him go to the Court of 4fyages
with his I\/i)ther Mandana at twelve Years of Age, from
whence he came back again to Perfia to his Father Cambyfes.
During this time, jﬂya(fa.r, King of the Medes, dies, “and
Cyaxares his Son fucceeds him, Other Hiftorians fay not a
Word of this Son of Aftyages, nor of the Title “of King
he gives to Cambyfes Father o Cyrus.

Xenophon adds, that the King of Aflyria, having conquer’d
the Syrians, Arabians, and Hircanians, was refolv’d to bring
down the power of the Medes, who were the only Obftacle to
his Conquefts.  Cyaxares King of the Medes, believ’d it ne-
ceflary to ufe all ‘manner of Precautjon againlt {fo potent an
Enemy, who had augmented his Forces with Auxiliary Troops
of Lydians, Carians, Phrygians, Paphlagonians, Indians,
and Cilicians. Cyrus was then 4o Years old. Cambyfes fent
him, at the head "of 30,000 Perfians, to the Affiftance of his
Uncle Cyaxares. He firfk made War upon the King of -
nmeniay, who after he was overcome, became a Friend and Ally
to the Medes (7). He did the fame to the C’/,:gz[dgé;;;, whom he
reconciled to the grmenians. After this, he march’d againft the
Affyrians,and defeated themin the firft Battel.

(b) Cic.ad Quint, Frat. non ad fidem Hiftorie, fed ad ceffigiem Juli Imperii.
(¢) Xenoph, I, 1, (d) Xenoph, I, 3.
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A SUMMARY of the Book IL

The King of A[yria, Xenophor mentions, was doubtlefs e1-
ther Feilmerodach, or Belfhazzar, for at that time no other
could be King of Affyria. What he relates concerning the
King of 4[fyria’s conquering the Sjrians, Arabiazns, and Hir-
canians, and his defign of doing the like by the Aedes, does
not feem very probable; Nebuchadnezzar had long before
reduced thefe Provinces, He left his Dominions entire to his
Sons, who feem’d to have had no thoughts of enlarging them.,
W hatever the Motive might be, of the King of Media’s war-
ring againft the Babylonians, the matter of Fatt is certain ; and
there 15 nodoubt but that Cyrus was in his Army: for Ne-
Luchadnezzar, in a kind of a Prophecy, a little before his
Death (2) exprefly foretold, That the Perfran Mule (that - 1s
Cyrus) fhould come, affifted by the Mede, beretofore the Glory of
Aflyria, and fhould reduce Babylon into Servitude. This War
of the Medes and Perfians againlt Babylon, is plainly remarked
in Ifaiah (b) and Feremiah (c).

wakigof  But toreturn to Xemophon. Cyaxares and Cyrus having thus
lon by oot the better of the Affyriazs in the firft” Battel, entered

into a Refolution of advancing direétly towards Babylon (d).
But, however, Cyrus before that carried on the War againft
Crafus, King of Lydia (¢). 'We have a very full Account of
this Expedition in Herodotus, Xenophor, and others; but as
it is nothing to my purpofe, I fhall wholly pafs it over. After
the Lydian War was ended, Cyrus march’d his Army againft
Babylon, and in the way conquer’d the Phrygians, Cappado-
cians, and Arabians (f). He encamped before Babylor, and
took the City by ftratagem, having (as was before. obferv’d)
caufed the Waters of the Euphrates to be turn’d into thofe large
Bafons made long before by Semiramis. The Army enter’d
the City by the Channel of the River, whilft all were drown-
ed in Mirth and Diverfion, it being a-grand Feftival that day.
The King of Babylor was {lain in his Palace by the Soldiers of
Gadatas and Gobrias, two Babylonian Lords, who had revolt-
ed to the Medes, to revenge the Injuries they had fuffered from
the King of Babylon. After this, the Houfes-and Pillage of the

City was given to the Officers and Soldiers ; the Babyloniaxs

(a) Megaft. apud Euf. Prap.1. 19, ¢, 41. (b) Iai, xiii, xiv, xxi, xlv, xlvii,
() Jer. I 11, (d) Xen.l. 5, (e) Xen, L 7. ( f) Xen, 1 7,
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Dif. 1. Hiffory of the Ealtern Nations.
were order’d to pay them Tribute, and to cultivate theTands ;

and the Perfrans, who chofe to fettle there, were looked upon

and treated as the Lords and Mafters of the Country,

Xenophor attributes the Honour of this Attion whelly to Cyrus l
Cyrus.  He makes not the lealt meation of Cyaxares 1n the?. .. 7 8
War againlt Crefus, or in that againit the Babylonians. Hetr. B
{2ys only, that Cyrus, after he had taken Babylon, and put all !
things in order, in his return to Perfia, went and paid a Vific
to his Uncle Cyaxares in Media (g), who gave him his  §
Daughter in Marriage with the Reverfion of the Crown of
Media for her Dowry,as he had never a Son. Chvrus embra- l
cing Cyaxares, told him (%), he had a Palace at Babylon on t
purpofe for him, where if he would go and refide, he {hould b
find the fame Refpect and Obedience paid him as at his own
Court. i

But whether Cyaxares was prefent at the taking of Babylon Cyradh
ot no, certain it is from Daniel v. 31. that he {ucceeded Z{d-"’*mﬁf{f{
(hazzar, and was acknowledged as fole King; and that the ﬂ;;c;
firlt Year of Darius at Babyln falls in with the third Year ofAflyr:
Cyrus over the Perfians;as may be feen by comparing together &
the ix, X, xith Chapters of Daniel. It appears likewife from
the fame Prophet, that this very Year Cyrus began to enter into
Meafures how to free himfelf from his Uncle’s Yoke, to fecure k
to himfelf the Succeflion,and to make himfelf Mafter of the £
Monarchy of the Medes and Affyrians. Confule Dan. x. 13.
For altho’ Cyrus bore the Name of King of Perfia, he was |
not for all that Independent, Darius fill retaining the Title of &
King of the Medes and Perfians. Dan. Vi. 8, 12, 15. It 15 =
likewife apparent from Daz. xiii. 65. That Cyras enter’d into 1
a War again{t his Uncle, in which, after fome Years, he at length _.j
prov’d fuccefsful. g‘

Cyrus, in the firft Year of his Reign (7) at Babylon, fet thezmey
Fews at liberty. It is my opinion that this Favour was nm:i;;;;fgg

thown to #udab and Ifrael only, but to the other Nations alfo,c},m'y
that Nebuchadnezzar and his Predecelfors. had carried intoDeas
Caprivity. I fhall give my Reafons for this Aflertion in ano- |
ther Place. Some time after the Return of the Hebrews into
their own Country, their Adverfaries abuling the Equity of

:
!

(g) Xen, 1. 8, (h) Xen. L 8, (}) 2 Chron. xxxvi, 22, Ear i 1.
Co2 Cyruss

= 2 e
el =
e T - - -

el -




‘rf

8

,rcih' na

ASUMMARY of the  Bookll

Cyrus, obtain’d a Prohibition againft their gofng on with the
Building of the Temple (£). The Manner of Cyrus’s Death is
very doubtful.  Xenophon () {ays, he died in his Bed. P)jp.
dorus () makes him to be crucity’d. Herodotus, Fuftin, and
Valerius Maximus, fay, that Queen Zomyris (#) caufed his
Head to be cut off, and thrown into a Veflel full of Blood,
upbraiding him at the fame time in this bitter manner; 7,2,
man, arink thy Fill of Blood, which thou baft always (o much
thirfted after. Ctefias (o) fays, he receiv’d a Wound by a Dart,
as he was fighting again{t the Derbices, of which he died in
three days. Others relate this Matter ftill otherwife.

It can’t be expected, that I fhould here reconcile fo many

(4iffe-different Accounts. The thing is abfolutely impoffible. The

VWounts.

belt way of proceeding, muft be to reje& one Part of what is
related of Cyrus, in order to adhere to the other. What there- _
fore feems to me to have the moft Certainty in it, and what we
may rely upon, is this : The Scriptures give us a Spcceflion of
three Chaldean Kings at Babylon ; Nebuchadnezzar (p), Ewvil.
microdach (q), and Belfhazzar (r). Darius the Zlffgdg {(s) fuc-
ceeded this laft, and Cyrus was the Succeflor of Darius, other-
wife 4ftyages (z); for I make no doubt but thefe two Names
denote the fame Perfon. Darins occurs in the Hebrew, and
Aftyages 1n the Greek Text of Dariel.

This Aftyages can’t be the Father of Amyitis and Mandans,
and Grandfather to Eoilmerodach and Cyrus; for allowing
Nebuchadnezzar and his two Sons to have reign’d but 45 O §0
Years in all (and lefs than that can’t be allow’d) (#) it will fol.-
low that 4ffyages at the Siege of Nizeweh was but 12 Years
old, fince §o Years after, he fucceeds Belhazzar, at 62 Years
of Age (w). Now this can never be, for at the time of the
Siege he had a Daughter marriageable, who was given in Mar-
riage to Nebuchadnezzar. We muft therefore admit of the
Cyaxares of Xemophon, Son to 4ffyazes, and Uncle by the
Mother’s Side to Cyrus. This is the Cyaxares, whom we call

(k) Ez,1v. 5.  (I) Xen, L 8. (#) Diedi .2, (%) Herod. . 1. c. 214. Juft. L. 1.
Val. Max. Lg. c. 10. (o) Ctefias, L xi. (p) Dan.ii, &e.  (3) 2 Kings xxv. 27..

(#) Dan. v. 1,30, 3T, () Dan.v, 31. () Dan. xiil. 65, (n% Nebuchadnezzar
veigned 43 Years, asis plain from Scvipture, and lefs than § or Xo Xears canmmot be given o
Evilmerodach and Belfhazzar, (@) Dan, v 31, e

Darius
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Dif. III. ~ Hiffory of the Eaftetn Nations:

Darius the Mede, Succeflor to Belhazzar, and to whom y- i
Yius fucceeded at Bdb}'[ﬂﬁ “j
As for the Succeflors of Nebuchadnrezzar, mention’d by Be-
rofus and Megafthencs, 1 greatly fufpe& they were all forg’d. !
The Scriptures tell us in exprefs words (x), that 4% Nations ad
Jhall ferve Nebuchadnezzar, aznd bis Son, and bis Soi’s Son,
urntil the very time of his Laznd come. Euvilmerodach is men- a.
tion’d in Scripture (y). He was, without all difpute, Son to :
Nebuchadnezzar, even by the Confeflion of Profame Au- it
thors (2). Bellbazzar is likewife call’d his Son, that is, in the il
Scripture Language, his Grandfon (#). The Author of the
Second Book of Chronicles fays (b), Them that efcaped froms
the Sword, carried be away to Babylon, where they were Ser- o
vants 1o bim and bis Sons until the Reign of the Kingdom of '
Perfia. T fee no manner of reafon to think Nabonadius or I.a-
bynetus to be the fame with Be/fhazzar. The Manner and _
Place of Nuabonadius’s Death are dire@ly contrary to the Ac- "
count Daniel gives us concerning Belfhazzar’s. |
But if any one is unwilling entirely to firike out of the Lift DuPin’s2,
Nerigliflar, Laborofoarchod, and Nuabonadius, the Method "% ”’;::}.;-
propos’d by Du Pin (¢), of reconciling them with the Sacred and Profar
Hifltorians, is thus. Nebuchadmezzar, after a Reign of. forty-Hiflry.
three Years, was fucceeded by Eoilmerodach his Son, who reign’d

two Years, and part of the third. He was the fame with Bel- )
Shazzar, ftiled fo often in Danicl (4) the Son of Nebuchadnes-- )
zar. - 1t muft be obferv’d, that the Name of Evilmerodach is. [.
no where to be met with in this Prophet ; which is a Confir- ;

mation of the Opinion of Evilmerodack’s being no other than-
Belfhazzar. Evilmerodach was {lain by NeriglifJar his Bro-
ther-in-law, who reign’d four Years. He may ftill pafs for N- |
buchadnezzar’s Son, {ince by marrying his Daughter, he was |
his Son-in-law.  Laborofoarched, his Son, reign’d nine Months,
This laft was killed by a Confpiracy of Babyloniar Lords, who
placed upon the Throne Nabonadius, one of the Confpirators, |
aged fixty-two, a Babylomian, but a Mede by Defcent, Son to \
Afluerus or Oxyares the Mede. He is called Nubonadius by |
the Babylonians, Darius by the Medes, and Labynetus by |

(x). Jer. xxvii. 7. (y) 2 Kings xxv, 27, &c.  (2) Beroft, Megaft. & Polyhift.
(a) Baruch 1, 115 12. Dan,v, (¢) 2 Chron. xxxvi, 21, (¢) Du Pin Biblioth.
ves Hift, 'Th2,.  (d) Dan, v,
,I.{H}‘Qf
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Tlevodotus:  This Nabonadius reign’d {eventeen Years, and
vovern’d the Babylonians according to the Laws of the Medes

D * "
and Perfians. At length, Cyrus having 2 Defign of uniting the
Babylonian Ewpire to his own, march’d with his Army te

Dubvlon. After he had taken Shufan, Naboradius came out
againft him, gave him battel, and being overcome, retir’d to

‘he Citadel of Borfippus.  Cyrus beliegd Babylon, took it, and
went in fearch of Nabonadius at Borfippus. Nabonadius {ur-
rendring himfelf, was by Cyrus made Governour of Caranania.
Thus the Sacred is reconciled with the Profane Hiftory., Cyrus
by this Conquelt became Mafter of all the Eaff, or, as the
Scriptures exprefs it, In the Edi& publifh’d in favour of the

Fews, of all the Kingdoms of the Earth (e)-
Cyrus was fucceeded by Cambyfes, one of the moft cruel

Princes that ever was known. He waged War againlt the -
and having conquer’d the whole

Country, he reign’d there three Years. He led at the fame
time part of his Army againit the Etbiopians, and gave orders
¢o fome of his Generals to go and pillage the Temple of Fupi-
sor Hammon. But thefe two Expeditions proved very unfortu-
nate. The fifty thoufand Men he fent againit the Hammonians,
were overwhelm’d with a Torrent of Sand in the Deferts.
The reft of the Army, with which he march’d againft the E-
thiopians, WEre, for want of Provifions for their Sublfiftence,
forced to return back with great Lofs. Cambyfes was dreaded
by all the world for his Cruelties, hated for his horrid Impi-
eties, and defpifed for his extravagant Follies. He killed his
Sifter Meroe, who was likewife his Wife. He order’d his Bro-
cher Smerdis to be put to death., He caufed vaft numbers of
his principal Officers to be lain. He fell out with even the
FEgyptian Gods, whom he turned into Ridicule, and handled
‘n 4 moft outrageous manner. At length, being inform’d that
his Brother Smerdis was alive, and reigning at Babylor, he {et
out for his Return thither; but died at FEcbatana, at the foot
of Mount Carmel. 1am apt to believe that this Prince 1s the
fame with Gog, chiet Prince of Mefheck and Tubal, in Eze-
kil (f), and the other Prophets.

(¢) Ezra i.2.  (f) Eaek, xxxviii, mxxix, See the Author's Differtazion on this Subjelt,

After

——, -




Dif II.  Hiftery of the Eaftetn Natsons. o]

After the Death of Cambyfes, the Government was _ufm'pedi}’:rﬂi":
by the feven Mazi, who held it for fome time, making the 7. §
People believe that it was Swerdis, Brother to Cmfzb}{ﬂ*r, who
reigned. The Samaritans always looking upon the good For:-
tune of the Zezs with a jealous Eye, brought an Accufation
againft them before the Magi,; and procured an Order from one
of them, named 4rtaxata,forbidding them to build the Tem-
ple, and the Walls of Feraufalenz (g). Thus a ftop was put to i
this Work till the 2d Year of Darius Hyftalpes. it

The Impofture of the Magi being at laft difcover’d, Da- Dariusiy

* : : ftaf] 1
rius the Son of Hyfta/pes was chofen King. I do butjuft run Kjﬁgﬁ;

over thefe Events, which have but a diftant relation to theqim An
Fewifh Affairs. This Prince inform’d of the Grant formerly erus .

made to the Fews by Cyrus, of rebuilding the Temple, gave o
them leave to goon with the Work (4), which they had be- 7

gun by the Inftigations of Haggai-and Zechariah (i), who |
prophefied then at Ferufalem. Darius Hyftalpes 1s the fame v
with dbafuerus, that married Efther (£), and caufed the uvn-
fortunate Haman to be hang’d upon his own Gallows. i
Xerxes {fucceeded Darius: 1 meet with-nothing in his Reign
that particularly relatesto the Fews. Artaxerxes-cameto the
Crown after Xerxes, and was a Friend to the Hebrews. He
fent fict Ezra (J), and afterwards Nebewziab (m) into Fudea, )
with Power to rebuild the Walls of Ferufalem. The Per~ !

fian Monarchy lafted a good while after this ; but it would be i
needlefs to give here a Succeflion of its Kings, {ince it makes :

nothing to my defign. As for the Grecian Monarchy, I have i
confider’d it in my Commentary-on Darics. '

Sect. V. The Hiftory of the Egyptians, [ofar as i
relates to the Hebrews.

L]
"

ROM the time - of their Departure out of Egypt, the NoCorref
Hebrews had no Intercourfe with the Egyptians till the o7 bets

e . ; : , the Tews,
Reign of Splomorn. This Prince having efpoufed the Daughter F.g}']ptia.lﬁ
¢ill Solo,

(g) Ezra iv. 16, (b) Ezra iv. 24 Vi, 1, () Hag. i, 2,3, &c. Earav.1. MODsHy

(k) Efeody v () Bz vily viile () Nehod 1,
of
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A SUMMARY of the  Book IL

of Pharaoh (#), and fettled a Trade between Paleffine and

Egypt for Horfes and other Merchandizes ¢), there arofe a
great Union between the two Kingdoms. The King of Egyps
gave Solomorn fome Cities he had taken from the Philiftines,
as a Dowry with the Princefs his Daughter (p). But this
Union feems to have been in fome meafure broken, even in the
Life-time of Splomon, tor the King of Fgypr afforded Refuge to
Feroboam the Son of Nebat (g), and to the Son of the King of
Fodom (r). It came to an open Breach in the Reign of Reboboa:,
Solomon’s Succellor :  Shifback, King of Egypt, invaded Fudea,
and carried off the King’s Treafures, and rifled the Temple of
the Lord..

Towards the Declenfion of the Kingdoms of Zfrae/ and
udah, the Kings of thefe two States finding themfelves not a
match for the Kings of 4/[fyria and Chaldea, by whom they
were opprefs’d, had often Recourfe to the Kings of Egypr .
but this Proceeding always prov’d fatal to them. The Pro-
phets (s) frequently upbraided them with vainly pucting
their Confidence in thefe Infidel Princes. Hezekiah receiv’d
no manner of Benefit from the Alliance he entered into with

the King of Egypr againft Seznnacherib (¢#) : no more than
Hofea, King of Ifrae/ (u) did from zhat he made with Sy, King
of the fame Country, Fofsah, King of Fudabh, oppofing

Necho, King of Egypt, in his Paflage thro’ his Dominions, as
he was marching againlt the 4[flyrians, was vanquifl’d and

flain in the Battel of Megiddo (w). Necho took Cadytis, the
{trongeft Place 1in the whole Country; (perhaps, Cades of
Gallilee, or Cedes ot Nephtbali). From thence he march’d

as far as the Fuphrates, and took Carchemifh, where he left
a Garrilon. At his Return into Fudea, he depos’d Shellus,
otherwile Feboabaz, whom the Men of Fudab had chofen
for their King, and put Eliakim or Fehoiakim in his room, on
whom he impos’d a Tribute (x)-

The Governour of Syria and Phaenicia, who held thefe Pro-
vinces under the King of Babylon, revolting to the King of
Fgypty Nabopolafjar, King of Affyria, fent his Son Nebuchad-

(%) 1 "Kings 1L 7%, (o) Ibid. x. 28, 29. (p) Tbid. 1%, 16, (¢) Ibid. x1. go.
() Ibide %18, 19,  (s) Ifai. xxxvi, 6. Eazek, xxix. 6. Hab. ii. 15, Hof; vii,
viii, iX. () Jer.xliv, 30, 2 Kings xviii, 21, (#) Hof wii, &c.

(w) 2 Kings xx1ii. 29, (») Ibid. 35.
weaar




Dif. IIL  Hiffory of the Eaftern Nation. 03

nezzar againft him, who retook Carchemifh, and reduced a-
gain to the Obedience of the King his Father, all the Country
that lies .between the Eupbrates and the Nile (). '

Plammis {ucceeded Necho, King of Egype, his Father, and Egypt con-§

14

reign’d fix Years (z). After his Death, Adpries his Son, gg‘;’b'jj{ad_
called in Scripture, Pharaok Hophra (a), took upon him the pegpar. g
Government. He made an Alliance with Zedekiah, and the |
King of Ethiopiaagainlt Nebuchadnezzar. This laft march’d
againit them, and laid Siege to Ferufualem. The King of Egypt,
as he was upon the way with his Forces to affift Zedekiah, was
repulfed and forced to retire back into Egypr 5 where Neby-
chadnezzar, after he had taken Ferafalem and Tyre, follow’d
him. FEgypr was over-run, the Country laid walte, and pro-
digious numbers of Egyprians carried away into Captivity,
as had been foretold by Feremiab (b), and Ezekiel (). Apries
was flain, and Amafis his Enemy and Rival was made King -
in his room. ‘ | i

The Egyptians remain’d in Sabjeion to Nebuchadnez Egypt after &

. % | Re- i
zar, to his Succeflors, and to Cyrus (d). But revolting ta-f:;;’:;dﬂ}d

wards the end of CQyras’s Reign, Cambyfes his Son went a- to & Province., |
gainft them with a vaft Army, Fgypt was conquered a fecond
time, and endur’d all that the moft cruel and mof} extravagant of
Men thought fit to infli& upon it. The E ptians {hook off their
Yoke once more in the Reign of Darius lyftafpes. This Prince
dying before they were reduced to Obedience, Xzrxes his Son
marched againft them, and brought them into greater Slavery
than ever (¢)- In the Reign of drtaxerxes Longimanus, they
took up Arms again, and held out a fix Years War by the Affift-
ance of the Grecks their Allies. But being brought under
once more, they continued fubje@ to the Perfians, tho’ go-
vern’d by Kings of their own, ’till the time of Artaxerxes,
fir-nam’d Ocpus, who to punifh them for revolting a fourth

time, entirely deftroy’d the Kingdom of Egypt,and reduc’d
it to a Province only (/).

‘;
" :i

%
I
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..l |
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(y) Jer.xlv. Jof. Antiq. L x. c. 7. (2) Herod. 1. 2. ¢. 259, &e. (.;:) Jer. xlix.
30, (6) Jer, xliii, xliv, xlvi, (¢) Bzek, xxix, XXX o XX KL (d) Xen. Prol.
Cyrﬂp. B: 11 8, (E) Herﬂd. li 7+ Cs 7e (f) Diﬂdl ﬂd Aalle 51 Olyml IUT.
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The HISTOR Y of the Neighbour-
ing Nations of the Fews, for the
better Underftanding the Prophecies

relating to them.

'
4 —
\The Predicti- |SVZ=
I'Pﬂ.l’ ﬂf the ap 5/
o Prophets con-
Scern other

| Nltfnm be-
W fides the

r'- ]E:WS.

¥ HE Prophets of the Lord are not confin’d only
=X\ to the Kingdoms of Fudaband Ifrael: theStates
bordering upon the Fews, are likewife the Ob-
syl jetts of their Predi@ions; fometimes incidentally,
el when the Affairs of the Fewws were blended with
thofe of the Neighbouring Nations; and {ome-
.l rimes dire@ly, when their Alliances or Wars with the People
i of the Lord required that the Prophets fhould addrefs their
| Infructions or T hreatnings immediately to them.
, I have already given a Summary of the Hiftory of the
ﬁﬁ%ﬁ:ﬂﬁifﬂlﬂﬁﬂw Empires, fo far as they related to the Hebrews ; per-
L peceflaryfor  {uaded, as 1 am, that without a general Notion, at leait of
H f;‘ffp"ff};f;fg thefe powerful Monarchies, it is almoft impoflible rightly to un-
| P derftand the greater Prophets. 1 thall now undertake, what has
i; hitherto been uneffay’d, but what is full as neceflary for the Ex-
*1"1:

b ol 41
T
20 WO VR

.

planation of the Leffer Prophets; I mean the Hiftory of the
Philiftines, Phanicians, Idumeans, Ammonites, Moabites,
and Syrians, fo far as the few Memorials extant will give me
leave. _ _ . _ _
L Lo faid of L DS Profane Auvthors give us but little or no Information
| pem in Pro- CONCErNING thefe Nations, I fhall have recourfe to the facred
phane Hif- Hiftorians and Prophets for the Ground-work of this Under-
rianss taking. 1f this Hiftory has not that variety of Matter and
Inci-
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Dif. IV. The HISTORY, é&5e.

Incidents as might be expetted, it has at leaft the Advantage
of containing nothing but what is certain, and drawn from
the infallible Fountainsof Truth.

We fhall here meet with great Revolutions, tho’ but little
taken notice of by antient Hiltorians; with whole Nations
brought into Subjettion, and then reftored to their former Li-
berty, carried away Captive into Foreign Lands, where they
abide for many Years, then again fent back to their native
Countries: with Kingdoms, formerly of great Fame, o en- 't‘=
tirely deftroy’d, that hardly does there remain the leaft Foot- ﬂ
ftep of them in the Monuments of Antiquity. And all this ex- 11
prefly foretold many Ages before-hand by the Prophets of the !
Lord. Thefe Predittions, the accomplifhment whereof we i

behold with our Eyes, intermix’d with the Prophecies con-
cerning the Meffiah, accomplifh’d likewife in their turn, form ii
the ftrongeft and moft irrefiftible Argument for the truth of |
our Religion. e |

Before I enter upon the Particulars of this Hiftory, it will Zke manner
be proper to obferve, that the Kings of Nizeweh and Baby[m,if}—iﬁf
that is, of 4ffyria and Chaldea, made War in a very extraoedi- making War
nary manner. They brought Defolation and Terror where- '
ever they came ; carrying off the Inhabitants of the conquer’d
Countries, and tranfplanting them into other Lands, which they
gave them to cultivate. "Thus Tiglath Pilefer, Salmanefer,
Nebnchaddezzar, ated with regard to the Nations I am going
totreat of. Cyrus took a quite contrary Courfe. He treated the
Nations he conquer’d, with a great deal of Mildnefs and Mo-
deration. The Scriptures (2) fpeak of him, as of a juft, equita-
ble, and merciful Prince. Hereftor’d to their refpective Coun-
tries the greateft part of thofe Nations, whom the Kings his
Predeceflors had brought away beyond the Eupbrates. The
Return of the Hebrews to their own Country, s exprefly de-

~ clared in the Sacred Writings: and we fhall ind that they alone -
did not enjoy this Privilege.

(a) If. x1, 2, 10,

D2 Set.
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Iy

| Sect. 1. Of the Philiftines.
,:;iliﬁincs, | I ‘HE Philiftines were {trangers in the Land of Czraaz.
|

' ence they The Scriptures (4) inform us, that they came from the
' ¢ of Caphtor, which I take to be the fame with Crete, in
¥ the Mediterranean (c): Ezekiel (d), and Zephaniab (), call
1 them Cherethims, or Cretans. They got pofieflion of the
]! Country of the Aoims (f), and forced them to retire higher
i up imto the Country of Arabia. They were already very
b | powerful in Paleftize, in the time of Abrabam ; they had
their Kings,and were Mafters of very confiderable Cities (¢),
which makes me think that their Arrival in that Country
from the Ifle of Caphtor was exceeding antient. |
The Pbﬂ%mm are not in the number of thofe Nations
J that were devoted to Deftru&ion by the Lord, and whofe
i Country was allotted to the Hebrezos: and indeed they were not
of the accurfed Race of Cazaan. However, they were attacked
i by #ofbua, by the command of the Lord (4); becaufe they
pofefled part of the Land promifed to the Hebrews, and becaufe
- _ by their abominable: Pra&ices (2), they had iavolv’d them-
i felves in the fame Guilt, and fo deferved equally to ‘be extirpa-
i ted with the Amorites and Canaanites. But the Conquefts
Foftua made over them, were of no great extent, neither were
they long preferv’d ; fince in the time of the Fudges and the be-
f ginning of David’s Reign, they ftill enjoy’d their Kings, and
i their Dominions were divided into five Provinces or petty
- Kingdoms.
L nihe ime of It isremarkable, thatShamgar in the time of the Fudzes flew fix
(b Judges  hundred Philiftines with a Plow-fhare (£). Some Years after,
i 1580 She Philiftines in Conjun&tion with the Ammonites, vexed
‘ and oppreffed the Children of Zfrael (7). 'The Lord raifed up
/ - Jepbthab to revenge them upon the dmmonires (m), and
g Sampfon to humble the Philiftines (#). This Here kept
them in awe during his Life ; and even his very Death was

- (b) Jer.xlvii. 4. (<) See the Differtation on the Original of the Philiftines. _(d) Ezek, .
xxv. 16, (e) Zeph. i1, 5. ( f) Deut. ii. 23. ~ (g)Gen. () Jof. xiii. 2, 3,

(1) Wifdom of Sol. xii, ~ (k) Jud. iii, 31. vulg, Vomere, Englifh Bible, Ox-goad,

(D) Judex. 64 7 (m) Jud, xi, xiis (%) Jud. xiv. 1,

fatal
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fatal to them, for he pull’d down on the Heads of the Lords
of the Philiftines, the Temple of Dagon,in the Ruins where-
of he was himfelf buried with them. However,this did not pre-
vent the Philiftines from continuing to diftrefs the Ifraclites in
the time of Feli the High-Prieft, and of Samucl the Prophet,
and even in the beginning of Szul’s Reign. In Heli’s time,
the Hebrews loft the famous Battel, wherein the Ark of the
Lord fell into the hands of the Philiffines (o). But in Sa-
muel’s time, the Ifraelites, {folemnly repenting of their evil
Ways, and by that means appeafing the Anger of the Lord,
march’d out by the Prophet’s Order againft the Philiftines, and
by his Interceflion obtain’d a fignal Vittory over them (p).
Upon this, a Peace enfued, till the beginning of Sauls Reign,
who worfted them 'in feveral Battels: But however, this did
not hinder them from making continual Irruptions into the
Territories of the Hebrews. The moft remarkable Viétory
obtain’d in Saul’s time, was that wherein David {lew Goliah
- the Giant (¢). A good while after this defeat, the Philiftines
durft notattack the Ifraelites. However, it can’t be faid that
there was a folid Peace between the two Nations, or even an
entire Ceflation of Arms. At length, Sau/ himfelf fell by the
Hands of the Philiftines ; being {lain with three of his Sons in
the fatal Day of Gilboa (r). ‘

David being anointed King, could not, till after many
Battels and Victories, compel the Philiftines to fubmit, and Dal‘-'
become his Tributaries (s). They remain’d in Subjefiion du-
ring the Reigns of So/omon and the Kings of Yudab his Suc- efors
ceflors, ’till the time of Fehoram, the Son of Febofbapbat.
This Prince made War upon them (), upon their taking up
Arms either againft him, or againft Fehofbapbar his Father. It
1s certain they ferv’d as Auxiliary Troops in theWar the 47z-
nites, Moabites, and other Nations waged againlt Zebofla-
phat, which we find mentioned in Plalm 1xxxiii (7).

They revolted again in the Reign of Uzziah; King of
Fudah ; but this Prince reduced them, and kept them under

all his time (). During the unhappy Misfortunes of the King-

() T Sam.1v, v»  (p) T Sam. Vil 3,13, T4, (9) 1 Sam. vii. r) T Sam. xx¥i
(5} 2, Sam., Vv, Vi, Vi, (t) (H) ) Chl"ﬂﬂ_.. XX 12, 22, ( (‘W) 2 Chron.
xxvlh 6, 7 1

dom
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dom of Fudabinthe Reign of Ahaz, the Philiftines invaded
the Low Countries, and took feveral Cities (x). DBut Heze-
it Liah, the Son and Succeffor of 4bhaz brought them again into
' Subjection (y). It plainly appears, they regain’d not their Li-
" berty till the time of Manafleh. We find towards the latter
v end of the Kingdom of Fudab, that the Philifiines 1iv’d 1n
. a free and indépendent manner. They were fo far from having
any Concern how todefend themfelves againft the Hebrews,
that they even refufed to {ubmit to the Chaldeans, the Con-
| querors of all the Eaff.

8. f The Prophets Ifaiah (2), Amos (a), Zephaniah (), Fere-
oets miah (¢), and Eszekiel (d), threaten them with the terrible
" Effe&s of the Divine Vengeance for their Crueltigs to the
~ Fews, whillt under Oppreflion. The Philiftines, to Ihew their
. utmoft Malice, fold what Prifoners they had taken to the
'H.5 Edomites, the moft bitter Enemies to the People of God.

k. About this time Pflammiticus, King of Egypt, made War
againft them, and took A/bdod after a Siege of 29 Years (¢).
Necho, his Succellor, is faid to {ubdue them in his Return
from his' Expedition againtt Carchemifh. Sargorn, or Efarbad-
don King of Affyria, took Afbdoed likewife from -them, by
Tartarn his General (). After the taking of Ferufalem, Ne-
buchadnezzar laying Siege to Tyre, which lafted 13 Years,
conquer’d, during that long fpace of time, the Philiftines and
other adjacent Nations. The Scriptures plainly intimate (g)
both their Captivity under the Chaldeans, and their Return
to their own Country under Cyrus. Inthis refpect their For-
tune was the {ame with zhgz of the Hebrezws. |

ili-  Afterthe Downfal of the Chaldearz Monarchy, the Phil;-
A ;“;‘Iﬁ ftines, as well as the other Nations of Fudea, continued in

é sy-Subjection to the Kings of Perfiz, Succeflors to the Kings of -

i
4y

i 74 Babylon.  Alexander the Grear fubdued them, and deftroy’d
" @aza (b)), the only City that dared to oppofe him. After 4lex-

i
|
| |

I' ander’s Death, his vaft Empire was divided among(t feveral
Princes. Paleftine belong’d fometimes to the Kings of Egypr,

(») = Chron. xxviii. 18. (y) 2 Kings xviii. 8,  (z) Ifai. xiv. 29, () Am. 1
6, 7,8.  (b) Zep..ii. 4, $ (c) Jer. lvii. 1, (d) Ez. xxv. 15,

S Vo, & 197, (f) Haixx 1, ) Yer.xii. a8, 15,
(p) Arrian, L 2. de Exp. Al (&) ] 4 1)

and
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and fometimes to the Kings of Syria, according as the Fortune
of War decided the macter. The Philifiines 3S well as the
Fews, were alwaysa Prey to the ftrongelt. After the Perfe-
cution of Antiochus Epiphanesagainit the Fews, the Afmoncans
or Maccabees taking the Opportunity of the weak and divi-
ded State of the Kingdoms of Syria and Egypt, fell upon the
Pbhiliftines, and by degrees took from them feveral Cities,
which they remain’d Mafters of.  Tryphon, Governor to young
Antiochus, and Regent of the Kingdom of Syria, made Fona-
than, the Afmonean, Superintendant of all the Sea-coaft from Zyre
to Egypt, and confequently of Phanicia, and the Country of
the Ppiliftines (). In fine, from the time of Fozathan, the
greateft part of the Territories of the Philiftines remain’d in
Subjection to the Fews, till Ferufalen: Was deftroy’d (&) : So that
the Philiftines never more made any Figure in Hiftory, after
the Reftoration of the Kingdom of Fudah by the Maccabees.
They were never after mentioned as a diftin&t Nation, but
confounded with the Phanicians or Syrians. Thus were ac-
complifb’d, in an eminent Manner, the Predi@ions of the an-
tient Prophets, who had threaten’d the Philiftines With utter

Ruin

Se. II. Of the Pheenicians.

U E Phanicians, of all the Nations in the Land of ug

Canaan, arve the moft celebrated. Sidon, Father of theg™

Phanicians,and Founder of the City call’d by his Name, Wasipe
the Brft.born of Canaan (Z). The Antients frequently con-C4g
founded the Phenicians with the Philiftines, by giving to 5
Phanicia all that extent of Land Northward from Mount
Libanon, to Gaza,or Sirbon, oOr Mount Cafius, Southward.
But the Sacred Writers plainly diftinguifh the one from the
other. Phanicia was bounded to the South by Mount Carmel,
and the Brook Kifboz. From whence the Country of the
Philiftines began, and extended itfelf Southward to Gaza.
Tho’ the Phanicians were among the Natjons that were to L
be rooted out by the Command of the Lord ; however, W€ d0f£j1

_ thal
() 1 Mde. xi..§9. ) 't Mac.ve 65,68 xi. 61 X11:43, 44 Jofi Ant. 1.13.7 i
s 21, () Gen, X. 15 - paly

not |
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not find that #¢fua attacked them. They continued in the
. Country, pent up within very narrow Bounds along the Sea-
(' Coalt; and giving themfelves up entirely to Trade and Com.-
merce, they left to the Hebrews the Lands which lay behind
y them, to enjoy and cultivate them at their l.eifure. They
;‘ opprels’d the Jfraelites in the time of the Fudges (m); and in
. the Beginning of the Government of Szmuel (7), they enter’d
into an Alliance with the Philiftines againft the People of the
Lord : but the Philjftines being worled, the Phanicians afrer
that never undertook any thing againft the Hedremps. Hiram,
King of Tyre, even courted the Friendthip of Dazid (o), and
Solomon (p), and fent thefe two Princes Timber and Workmen
for the building their Palace, and the Temple of the Lord.

The Tyriar Damfels appear with their Prefents at Solomon’s
Nuptials with the Princefs of Zeypt (q). The Phernician An-
nals take notice of the ftri& Union between Sslomoz and Hiram,
. and make mention of the Enigma’s, or Riddles, they propofed to
| oneanother (r), as the Cuftom was in thofe Days. The Tyrians
join’d themfelves as Auxiliaries to the Ammonites, and Moa-
bites, in their Revolt againft Febofhaphar King of Fudab (s).
But at the fame time 4bab, King of Ifrael, was in {uch Friend-
thip with the Tyrians, that he efpoufed Fezctel, Daughter to
the King of Sidoz (¢), who brought into Ifrael the Worfhip of
| Baal, and the other Phenician Deities.

We read in the Tyriazn Annals () the following Particulars,
which are not to be found in Scripture, Salmanefer, King of
Aflyria, {o much fpoken of on account of his Wars againft the
Ten Tribes, whofe Kingdom he at laft utterly deftroy’d, by
. taking Samaria, and tranfplanting the Inhabitants beyond the

Eupbrates :  Salmanefer, 1 fay, waged War likewife with
Eluleus, or Elifeus, King of Tyre. This laft Prince had fit-
ted out a Fleet to reduce the Girzbians (@), who had revolted
s from him. Salmanefer invaded the Territories of the Tyrians,
* and committed great Hoftilicies ; but at length a Peace was

. concluded, and Salmanefer march’d back with his Army 1nto
 Allyria.

(m) Judg. x. 12. (7) Eccl. xlvi:2r. - (o) 2 Sam. v. 11. (#) 1 Kings v, 1,
| (9) Pfal. xlv. 12, * (#) Jof. con Ap. (s) 2°Chr. xx. 1,2,3.  (#) 1 Kings xvi. 31.
b (#) Men, An, Tyr. apud Jof. Antiq. L. 9. c. 14. (w) Ufher thinks the Gitthians to

be the Philiftines of Gath ; (ut what need of a Fleet to vedu.e an Inland Town ? Scaliger
more juftly takes them for the Cypriots, | -
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Some time after, the Cities of Sidon, Acco, fince cal’d Pro-

lemais, and antient T yre, with feveral other Phenician Towns,:

threw off the Yokeof the Tyrians, and revolted to the King
of Affyria. Salmanefer upon this comes again into Phanicia,
to reduce the Tyrians, and affift the Cities that had declar’d
for him. The revolted Pharicians equip’d a Fleet of 6o
Vellels for Salmancfer. The Tyrians arm’d on their part,
and, with 12 Ships only, difpers’d the Enemy’s Fleet; and took
oo Prifoners. Salmancfer finding there was no reducing
~them by Force, return’d into 4ffjria, leaving part of his Army
encamp’d on the Shore over againft the lland on which the
City of Tyre was built ; in -order-to compel; the Zyrians to
furrender themfelves for want of Water, there being no frefh
Water in the Ifland. - This Siege, or. Blockade, lafted fve
Years ; and the Tyrians, to prevent their dying with Thirft,
were obliged to dig Wells in the folid Rock.

The event of this War is not known for certain ; but it is
highly probable, that the Zyrians preferv’d thewr Liberty ;
for in the Beginning of the Reign of Zedekiah, King of Fu-
dab, they fent Embafladors to Ferufalem, to concert Mea-
- {fures with him and the neighbouring Princes, how to reflilt Ne-
buchadnezzar, who had vifibly a Delign of enflaving them
all. - They joined with Zedekiah, in revolting from the King
of Chaldea (x): but did not behave themf{elves as became good
Allies; they deferted Zedekiaband left him to carry on the
War alone againft the Chaldeans. The Prophets Foe/ ( y), and
Ezekiel (2), upbraid them for even infulting over the Mis-
fortunes.of the Zews after the taking of Ferufalem.

But their Perfidioufnefs did not protet them from the di-
vine Vengeance, and the Fury of Nebuchadnezzar. This
Prince had had a perfe&t Intelligence of what had pals’d be-
tween Zedekiah and the Tyrians. + Accordingly, after the
taking and deftroying Perufalems, he turn’d his Arms againft

Tyre. This City was zhern one of the fineft and moft flourifh- .

ing in all the Faff. It was immenfely Rich, having engrofs’d
the Trade of the 'moft diftant Provinces. Fzekie/ gives a
large Lift of the Nations who reforted to their Fairs, and the
Merchandizes they brought thither. Irhobal, whoreign’d at thas

(¥) Jer. Xxv. 22, XxvH, 3. ( y) Joel 1ii. 3, 5. Ezek, xxvi. 2.

time

I‘.-r
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The great |
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time (), was one of the richeft and mo {t magnificent Princes

; in the World. He look’d upon himfelf as a God, amidft a City

of fo prodigious a Trade; the very Merchants, for the molt

part, being like fo many Princes (5).

Yingof  Nebuchadnezzar march’d his Army*from Ferufalem to Tyre,
» 1y Ne-and laid Siege to it. He was 13 Years before that Town (¢),

jadnez- and his Army fuffered very great Hardlhips; for the City be-

ing fituated on an Ifland, he was forced to raife, with incredi-
ble Labour, Moles and other Works to come at the Walls. St. Ze-
rom affirms (), and Ezekicl infinvates (¢), that the Tyrians
finding themfelves upon the point of falling into the hands of

' the Chaldeans, abandoned the City, and putting on board

their Ships all their valuable Effelts, fail’d away to fome other

: Country (f). The Word of the Lord (lays Ezekiel) came

F wunto me, f[aying, Son of Man, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Ba-

| bylon, caufed bis Army to [erve a great Service againft

] Tyrus : every Head was made bald, and every Shoulder was

E pecled: yet had be no Wages, nor bis Army for Tyrus, for the

) Service that be bad [erved againftit.  Therefore, thus [aith

l the Lord God, Bebold I will give the Land of Egypt unto Ne-

| buchadnezzar, King of Babylon, and he fball take ber Mul-

titude, and take ber Spoil, and take ber Prey, and it fhall be
| the Wages for bis Army. :

"'" Berofus (¢) informs us, that the occafion of this War again(f
the Phanicians, was the Revolt of the Governour, Nebuchad-
nezzar had placed over that Country. This 1s intimated by
Feremiab (b), who fays, that the King of Zyre baving, as I
before obferved, fent Embafladors to Zedekiah, King of Fu-
dab, to make an Alliance with him, the Lord commanded
“Feremiab to make Yokes, and prefent them to the Ambafla-
dors that were zhen at the Court of Zedekiah, from feveral
Princes, and to tell them that they fhould all ferve the King
of Babylon ; and that they who refus’d to fubmit to his Yoke,

. T
-
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(@) Philoft. ap. Jof. Ant. L. 10. c. 11. & Con. Ap. L. 1. (b) Ezek xxvi, xxvii,

XXViil (¢) Philoft. loco cirato. (d) Jerom. in Ezek. = (e) Ezek. xxix. 18,

. 19. ( ) Prideaux fays, it was old 'T'yre on the Continent that was defiroy’d by Nebu-
L chadnezzar, and that the Tyrians removed their Effeéts to # Rock about balf a Mile from
: the Shove, where they built new T'yre, fo famous afteraards. Part 1. L 2. Comneét, Calmet
1 feems to be of the fame Opinion alfo. p. 103, () Ber. L 3. Rerum Chal, ap. Jof. Ant.

L 1e.¢ 11, (b) Jer, xvil 3, 4, &¢.
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{hould be reduced to Slavery and Caprivity. He gave more- i
over to the Kings of Tyre and Sidon (5) the Cup of Fury of it
the Lord, and caufe¥ them to drizk of it even to Drunkennefs. W
What Berofus calls a Satrapas or Governour, Feremiah, after i
the manmner of the Fews, ftiles a King. | i

Bergfus’s Account of thefe matters is thus : The Governour Berofus”| |
of Phenicia, Eg}{'pt, and Syria, having revolted, Nabopolaffar, ;‘;::‘;‘;;“5
King of Chaldea,iends his Son Nebuchadnezzar againft him }
with.an Army. The Rebel wasvanquifh’din a pitch’d Battel, !
and the Provinces he had drawn in to revolt, return’d to their it
Allegiance again. Whilft this was doing, Nabopolaflar died,
~and Nebuchadnezzar having put in order the Affairs of Phe-
nicia and Fgypt, return’d with all fpeed to Babylon, leaving
to his Friends the Care of bringing away to Babylorr what
Fews, Syrians, Phenicians, and Egyptians had been taken
Prifoners during the War ; and likewife to march back the
Army that had ferv’d in Phenicia and Syria. But it is very
probable, that this Governor, or King, ftill maintain’d his
Ground in New Tyre, or elfe that the War related by Berofus
is not the fame with 244z mentioned by Exekiel againft the :
King of Tyre. |

What may be depended upon for certain, is, that Nebuchad- what we |

nezzar, already King of Chaldea, came to reduce Zedekiah.b "“:f;}ﬁ;’;_;

) this

and lay Siege to Tyre. Ifaiab (k) had foretold that Tjre
fhould be forgotten for 70 Years, and after that fhould again be
reftored to her former Splendor. ~ It isa difficult point to deter-
mine either the beginning or ending of this Period. But to
what time foever it is fix’d, Iam of opinion it muft be applied
to the Deftruction of antient 7yre fituated on the Continent,
and oppolite to the  Nezp City built on the. Ifland ; for Tyre
built on the Ifland, had her Kings, even after the Siege of Ne-
buchadnezzar, as the Tyrian Annals exprefly inform us (/).
Nezo Tyre began to flourifh again, tho’ nothing Jike what
{he had formely besn, when Ezra and Nebemiad rverurn’d to
Fudea (m). Zechariah reprefents her as a powerful City, that
buils. bevfelf a ftrong bold, and beaped up Sileer as the Duff,
and fine Gold as the Mire of the Streets. But at the fame

() Jer. xxv. 22. (k) Ifalah xii. 15,16,17. (/) Anpal. Tyr. apud Jof. L. 1. con. App..
Sce the Author’s Comment. on Ezek, XEV) 5, 14 (m) Ez, ills 3. Neh, xxiil. 16.
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time threatens her with:the Fury of the Lord, Behold, the Iord
will caft ber outy he will (mite ber Power®%n the Seay and [he

Jhall be deftroy’d with Fire (). 'Theantient Prophets (0), had

prophelied againft her in the fame manner. Some of their
Predictions fell upon O/d, and fome upon New Tyre: Some
were brought- to pals by Salmanefer and Nebuchadnezzar |
and others by Adlexander the Great. Fuftin (p) relates, that the
Tyrians having long reflifted the Power of the Perfians, were
at lalt fo weaken’d and exhaufted, that their Slaves rofe and
flew their Malfters, and chofe for their King Strato one of

‘the Royal Family, [who, with his little Son, were the only- Per-
{ons preferv’d alive,] But one can’t tell in what time to place

this Event,

During the Perfecution of Anutiochus Epiphanes againtt the
Fews, we find the Tyrians () among the other Enemies of
Ifrael, making Inroads into their Country; and Fofephus (r)
oblerves in general, that the” Tyrians had all along a great
Animofity againft the Zews, which they never fail’d of fhow-
ing upon all Occafions. In the Reign of Antigonus, King of
Afia, and 18 Years after dlexander’s Deash. Tyre held out a
Sicge of 15 Months (s). After the time of Zutiochys Epi-
phanes, the Tyrians having had no concerns with the F.
brews, I ihall carry on their Hiftory no farther in this place.
What I have faid, 1s {ufficient to {how the Accomiplifhment of
what was foretold by the Proppers.

Sidon 15 of a longer ftanding than Tyre. Homer {peaks of
Sidozn (t), but {ays nothing of Tyre. Sidon elde® Son to (-
naarn Wwas'us Founder (#); it was allotted by Fohua to
Afher, as part of their Inheritance (7). But this Tiibe was
never 1n 2 Condition to become Mafter of:it. fljzre was but
the Daugbter or Colony of Sidon. However the Daunghter
was a long time more powerful than the Myrber ; which
r#is’d her Envy to fuch a degree, as to hurry her on to declare
for Salmanc(er, as hath been oblerv’d, and to affift him in his
Wars againft her Rival. §idoz beheld wich pleafure the

(n) Zech.ix. 3, 4. (o) Taiah xxiii. Jer. xxvii. 47. Ezek. xxvi, XXVii,
XX1X, (p) Juft. L. 18.

. ()IMRC-?-I. f') ﬂﬁlnlq -A
- (s) Diod. An, 2. Olymp. 116.? ' ) () ] con. Ap

(t) Hom. I, 6.v. 743.Il, 23. v. 2.8 -_O;iﬁl. _,
L 15: 0o wsa ) Gloni 98, ) (o) Jothe mim g B e on g Qg wasd.
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downfal of Tyre by NebuchadneZzar, for which the Prophet
Ifaiakb upbraids her in this lively manner (x) : Be zhou afba-
med, O Zidon, for the Sea hath [poken, evern the Strength
(or Riches) of the Sea, faying, Itravail not, nor bring forth
Children, neither do I nourifh up young Men, nor bring up
Virgins. Asif he had faid, Foreign Nations are touch’d with
Compaffion at the Deftruction. of fo fine and noble a City ;
and can’ft thou, O Sidvn, who art her Mozher and Nurfe, look
on her Misfortunes without being moved !

The King of §idon, as well as the Kings of Tyre, Egypt, Moab,
and Ammon, fent Ambafladors to Zedekiah King of Fudak
" (9), to make an Alliance with him againft Nebuchadnezzar
King of Chaldea. Feremiabh (2) prefented them, as he did
the reft, with the Cup of the Fury of the Lord, and with a
Yoke and Fetters, as a Sign of their future Subje&ion to
the Chaldeans (a). After the taking of Tyre, Sidon was re-
duced, and remain’d {ubje&t to the Kings of Babylor, upon
very hard Terms (4). _

Herodorus (¢) intorms us, that gpries (the Pharaoh Hophra

of Feremiah) (d) Succeflor to Pfammis, King of Egypt, made-

War upon the Phanicians of Tyre and Sidon. But it is not
known, whether it was before or after the Siege of Tyre by

Nebuchadnezzar, and the bringing Sidon into Subje@ion to

that Prince. Foel () reproaches the Sidonians for I'€)oICIng
-over the Misfortunes of the Feews, and infulting them when- in
Oppreflion. Ezekiel (f) upbraids themt upon the fame ac-
count. This Proceeding of theirs drew down upon theijr
Heads the Fury of the Lord. They fmarted fufficiently under
the Yoke of the Chaldears, and afterwards of the Perfians :
but the Threatnings of the Prophets againft them (2) were not
accomplifh’d till feveral Ages after.

In the Reignof drraxerxes Ochus, King of Perfia, the Side-
i ans, exafperated at the ill Ufage they met” with from the
Hands of the Governors fent from the Court of Perfra, enter’d
into a fecret Alliance with NefZanebus King of Egypt, (») and

(x) Ifaiah xxiii. 4, - () Jer.xxvil,  (z)xxv. 22. (a) Ezek. xxvii,
(b) Ezek. xxviii. 21, (¢) Herod. 1. 2. c. 161. (d) Jer. xliv, 3. (e) Joel iii.

::1 5}m‘ z( {} %Yiz;k; ;;xviii. 24 (g) Zech,ix. 2, 3, 4. Ezek, xxvi. (b)) Diod. Sic.
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at lalt vefolutely took up Arms againft the Perfians. They
fitted out a great Fleet, and drag’d their Governor in a moft
ignominious manner to his Death. 'They cut down the Trees
in the King’s Garden, and fet fire to the Forrage defign’d for
his Horfes. The Governors of Syria and Cilicia, as being the
neareft, haften’d to put a ftop to this Evil in its birth; but
Tennes, King of Sidon, put them toflight : fo that Arraxerxes
was fain to come in Perfon, at the head of 300,000 Foot, and
30,0co0 Horfe, with a Fleet of 300 Vellels of War, and 500
Ships laden with Provifions, to attack §74vz by Sea and l.and.

The Sidonians had got together fome Troops, and had put
themfelves in a condition to with{tand their Enemies: but were -
betray’d by their own King, and the General of their Army;
who deliver’d up the City to drraxerxes. ‘The Sidonians, ac
firft, had recourfe to the Clemency of this Prince, and {ent to-
him 500 Men in the Habit of Supplicants, with Olive-Branches
in their hands. But grraxerxes order’d his Archers to fhoot
them all to death with their Arrows.

The Sidonians before the Arrival of the Perfians, had, to
take away all hopes of fiying or- retreating, burnt all their
own Ships; fo that feeing themfelves reduced to this Ex-
tremity, they took the ftrangeft Refolutionthat ever Defpair
mfpir’d any People with. They fhut themfelves up in their
Houfes with their Wives and Children, and fetting fire to them,
burnt themfelves and all their Effe&s. ’Tis {fuppos’d, nolefs
than 40,000 Freemen and Slaves perifh’d in the Flames., Thus
were accomplifh’d the Predictions of the Prophets againft this
City. |
Sidon, however, lifted up her head again, tho’ in a feeble
manner, and was in Being, when Alexander the Great came
into Phenicia. He treated her very civilly for her early and
ready furrendring herfelf to him. It was not till after .many
Ages and Revolutions that Zyre and Sidoz were reduced to the’
Condition they.now are in, without Name, Authority, or
Power, and almoft buried in their own Ruins: () L will make
thee like the Top of @ Rock : thou fhalt be a Place to [pread

Nets uporn : thoufhalt be built 70 more ; for I the Lord have
{pokey it. - : | ~

(1) Ezcksxxvl 14,
Sedi.
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Sect. III.  Of the Edomites or Idumeans.

HE Idumeans, as every one knows, were defcended 7% Edo|

from Efau, called alfo Edom, Brother to Facob, and e,
Son to Jfaac. 'The firlt Abode of the Jdumearns was to the whene del
Southward of the Dead-Sea, and the River Fordanm, in thelerded. |
Mountaints of Se7r. In Procefs of time, they came down to !
the South of Paleftine, and the Dead-Sea, between Fudea and !
Arabia Petrea. Thereis a Neceflity of admitting thefe tWwo i
different Abodes of the Idumeans, in order to reconcile Scrip- {
ture with icleif (£). 'a

The 1dumeans were at firlt governed by Chiefs or Princes, T%ey refu)|
and afterwards by Kings. They had had a long Succeflion of faﬁftff ’
them, ‘when their Brethren the Jfraclites began in Samuelstore zbaﬁfﬁ
time their Kingly Government with SgzzJ. The Animofity - |
Efau bad entertain’d againft his Brother Za¢ob, for being be-
forchand with him in obtaining the Blefiing of their Father
Ijaac, defcended to their Pofterity, continually increaling more
and more. When the Ifiaclites fojourn’d in the Wildernefs,
the Jdumears would not fo much as give them leave to pafs
through their Country, tho’ they offer’d to pay for what Bread
and Water they fhould have occafion for (7). For this Reafon,
the Ifraelites were fain togo a great way round about, through
the Countries of Mpab and Midian, to come at the Land of
Promife; (m) God having order’d them not toattack the E-
doniites. | -

Saul made War upon the Idumeans (z) for having made Conguerd 8
Incurfions into his Territories. ~But this only ferv’d to reprefsPavid-
thewr Infolence, and confine them wichin their own Bounds.
David fubdw’d them, and made them tributary to him (o).
The motive Qf this War is not known, unlefs it were for fa-
vounig the dmmonites in what they did to David. However
this be, then was fully accomplifh’d the Promife God made to
Jacob, that the Elder fhouid ferpe the Younger (p). .

The Idumeans could not long remain in quiet. ~Towards the
end of Solomon’s Reign they began to ftir again, at the time
Hadad, one of the Royal Family, that was carry’d away young
into Foypt when Zoab, (9) David’s General ydeltroy’d all Zdumea
. (k) Gen- gxxii._g. 1 Kings xi. 18. (/) Num. xx. 14. (m) Numb. xxi, 4. Judg. xi,

17, (#) 1 Sam, xiv, 47, (o) 2 Sam.viiis 14. (p) Gen, xxv, 23, (9) 1 Kings xi. 14..
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with Fire and Sword, return’d into his own Country, and took
upon him the Government. But I am apt to thiak, this was
Ealtern Idumea, towards the Mountains of Gilead ; for the
Idumeans that dwelt to the South of Paleftine, were {ub-
ie&t to the Kings of Fudab, till the Reign of Fehoram the
Son of Febofapbat (r).

Fehoram made War againft them, but was not able to re-
duce them ; they continu’d Independant of the Fews. Ama-
ziah, the Son of Yoafh King of Fudab, attack’d them likewife,
and flew 10006 Men, and made himfelt Malter of Petra,
which he call’d Peflael, after he had caft down from the
top of the Rock 10000 Idumeans that were taken Prifoners. He

carried off their Gods, and was fo weak as to offer Incenfe to

them (). But the Confequences of all thefe Advantages were
not of any great moment; the Idumeans {ill enjoy’d their
Liberty, and fail’d not, upon all occafions, to fhew their inve-

- terate Hatred againft the Ifraeolites.

Amos (¢) reproaches the Philiftines for their inhuman treat-
ment of the Ifraelites their Prifoners, in {elling them to their
Enemies the Idumearns. The {ame Prophet threatens the 174-
means in a terrible manner for drawing their Swords againft
their Brethren the Fews. Azariab, King of Fudah, retook
from them the City of Elarh on the Red-Sea (u); but was
not long mafter of it : Rezin, King of Syria, {feiz’d upon it,
and drove the Feews from thence. 1In the Reign of 4baz, the
Idumeans invaded Fudab, and committed all manner of Cru-
elties (w). It is believed, they aflifted Semmacherib againft
Hezekiah (x); but they were punifh’d for their inhuman
Proceedings, by Efarbaddon, Succeflor to Sennacherib, who
ravaged their Country (y). Holofernes (2) brought them into
Subjettion, with the reft of the Nations round aout Fudes.

The King of Edom fent Ambafladors to Ferufalem in the
Beginning of Zedekiah’s Reign (a). Feremiab prefented them
with a 20ke, to ‘aflure them, that they would be oblig’d by
force to ferve Nebuchadnezzar, if they refus’d to fubmit them-
{clves voluntarily to his Government. Notwithftanding thefe
‘Threatnings, they enter’d into an Alliance with Zedekiah (b);

(r) 2 Chro. xx1. 8, 9. (5) 2 Chro. xxv. iq.. (1) Am. 1. 11.  («) 2 Kings xiv. 22,
() 2 Chro. xxvil. 17. (¥)Herod. . 2.¢. 141, (y) Ial xxi, 11, 12, 13. (z) Judith iii.
141 (‘1) JEI"- XXVIlL 31 (E’) JGI‘. XXV, 14! * 4

. but
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but fo far were they from aflifting the Hebrews, their Allies,
durin(% the War with Nebuchadnezzar, that they-turn’d
againit them, and exhorted Neduchadneszar utterly to deftroy
Ferufalem, and to rafe the Walls thereof to the Ground (¢).
"I'his Treachery of theirs did not long go unpunifh’d. Nzjy-
chadnezzar, five Years after the Deffru@ion of Terufalem,
over-ran all the neighbouring Nations of the Fews, and
among(t the reft the Idumeans (d).

Altho’ it is not particularly mention’d, that the ZZumeans
were carried away Captive with the other Nations beyond the
Lupbrates ; yet we find in the Prophets (¢), Threatnings of
Caprivity and Promifes of Freedom again to all the neighbour-
ing Nations of the Fews 1n general ; which makes it thought,
that Edom under-went the fame Fate with the reft of the con-
quer'd Nations. However, it muft not be {uppos’d that when
a Nation was carried away mto Captivity, that none of the
Natives were lefc behind. ~ We find that many Idumeans, who
had efcaped the Sword of the Conqueror, fpread themfelves
infenfibly along the Southern Parts of Fudea ; infomuch, that
at the Return of the Fews from their Captivity, the JZu-
zizearns were 1 pofleffion of almott all the Country to the South
of Fudab, from Hebrosn along the Borders of 4rabia.

They were then in fo powerful and flourithing a Condition,
that the Zezps themfelves conceiv’d a fort of Iealoufy againdt them,
and faid unto the Lord in Malach; ) Wherein baft thou loved
us ¢ Is not Edom in Peace, as well as we? But faith the
Lord: Was zot Bfau Jacob’s Brother - yet I lpved Jacob, and
barea Blav, and laid his Mountains and. bis Heritage wafte,
Jor the Dragons of the Wildernels. WWhereas BEdom faith,
we are inpoverilt’d, but we will return and build thesdefolate
Places : Thus [aith the T.ord o Hofls, they fhall build, bur I
will throw down ; and the hall call them the Border of
Wickednefs, and the People againft whom the Lord. hath
Indignation for ever. Accordingly, tho’ _4gutiochus Epipha-
7es (£), whillt he was cruelly ‘periccuting the Fews, fpared
them, yet could they never regain their Liberty, nor have ever

(¢) Pfal. exxxvii. 9,8, Lament. iv. 21, 22, (4) Obad. i. Ter. lix, 7. ix. 26. :
Ezek. xxv. 14. Jofi Antiq. 1. 10, ¢ 11, (e) Jers xile 13, 15, “xxv\ 1, &C.© 3
hadprs F ‘g after
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after any more Princes or Kings of their own. They continu’d

all along fubje& to the Egyptians or Syrians; and at laft
they fell under the Dominion of the Fews, according to the

antient Prophecies.

Fudas Maccabeus attacked and defeated them more than
once (»). Fobannes Hircanus compleated what Fudas had
began. He fubdued the Idumeans,and compell’d them to be
circumcifed (7). They remain’d in Subjetion to the Fews
till the Deftruction of Ferufalem,and Difperfion of the Fewifh
Nation. During the Siege of Ferufalem, they took up Arms,
fays Fofephus, for the Defence of that City, which they
look’d upon as the AMetropolis of all the Race of Abra-
bam (k). Thus were fully accomplifh’d the Prophecies of
Ijaac (), and Balaam (m), who bad promis’d Facob the Do.-
minionover Efax ; and the Preditions of the Prophets Ifziab,
Amos, Feremiab, Obadiah, and Ezekiel, who had foretold
the entire RUin of the Edomites, even to the very Extinttion of
the Name. The which has been brought to pafs many Ages

{ince in a remarkable manner.

Sect. IV.  Of the Ammonites and Moabites.

Shall not confider the Ammonites and Moabites apart,
fince the Scripture never feparates them, and fince the

fame Original, Country, Wars, Fortune, and Calamities, are
all along common to both.  Every one knows they fprung from

- Lo#’s Inceft with his ewo Daughters (). They dwelt to the

Faft of Fordan and the Dead Sea; being bounded by the Ara-
bian Scenites to the Eaff, and by the Tribes of Gad and
Reuber to the JJeff. Before the arrival of the Ifraelites 1n
the Land of Promife, the Amorites having difpoflefled Moab
and gmmozn of great Part of their Country (o) ; the Hebrews
took it from them, and kept it as their own by Right of Con-
queft. This was one of the Reafons of the great Hatred be-
tween the two Nations. | -
Another Reafon was, what happened, when by the Advice of
Balaam the Daughters of Moab enticed the Hebrews to com-

(b) Ifaiah Ixiii. 1. & 1 Mace. v. 3,4+ 2 Macc. x. 16. Jof. Antiq. 1. 11, c. 1T,
(/) Jof. Antiq. xiii. c.17." (k) Jof: L. 4. de Bel. Jud. ¢. 6. (). Gen. Xxv, 23.
(m) Num. xxiv. 18 (n) Gen, Xix, 37, 38, () Judg. xi, 13,

mit
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mit Whoredom and Idolatry (p). - Moab had moreover moft
inhumanly denied the Jfraelites leave to pafs thro’ their Coun-
try, and refufed to let them have any Bread and Water in
their Extremity. In deteftation of this cruel Dealing, the
Lord commanded that 2z Ammonite or Moabite [honid not
enter into the Congregation of his People, cvern to the Tenth

Generation (q)- _ 5 rd :

Eglon, King of Mypab, in Conjun&ion with the Jmmonites,
was one of the firft who oppreffed Zfrae/ after the Death of
Fofbua. Ebud, theSon of Gera, became their Deliverer, by

killing Egln. The Ifraelites took up Arms againft the

Moabites, and {lew ten thoufand of them, by which means:

they remained in quiet 8o Years (#). After this, the 4w~
zites brought into SubjeCtion the T77bes that dwelc beyond
Fordan. ~And finding themfelves powerful enough, they laid
claim to all the Land AMofes had formerly dipoffeffed the
Amorites of. Fepbthab, who was chofen General upon this
Occalion, maintain’d the Right they had to the Land by
Mofes’s Conqueft, to be good, gave the Ammonizes Batrel,
defeated them, and became Mafter of a great Part of their
Country (s).

Nabhafh (t), King of the Ammonites, making an ill Ufe of
his Power, opprefs’d likewife, fome time after, the Ifiraclites
beyond Fordan. He attack’d the Men of Fabefh Gilead, and
when they offer’d to treat with him, he anfwerd in a
haughty and favage manner, he would have nothing to do
with them, unlefs he might put out all their Right Eyes, and
make them an everlafting Reproach to all If/rzel. Thefe Con-
ditions put the Men of Fabefh in a terrible Confternation.
They immediately applied themfelves to Saz/, who was juft
then made King. Szzu/ march’d againft them with incredible
Speed, {urpriz’d and defeated the Ammonites, and delivered
Fabefh.  During all his Reign, they durft not make any at-
tempt upon [frael (u). | .

- David, whillt out of Favour with Szul, retired for fome
time into the Coungry of the Ammonites and ' Moabites, where
he was not only protetted, but got a place of Refuge' for

(p) Numb, xxv. 1, 2. _ (9) Deut. xxiii. 3. : (r) Jud 1il, 12, &c.
() Juds x1s  (¢) 1 Sam. xi, 1, 2, (#) 1 Sam, Xiv 47.
F 2 his
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his Father and Mother (z0), to prevent ‘their falling into the
Hands of his Perfecutor, This Kindnefs of the King of
Ammony, David had always a very grateful Senfe of. Upon
his Death, he fent Ambafladors to Hanur, his Son and Suc-
ceflor, to condole his Father’s Death, and congratulate 'him
upon his coming to the'Crown (x). * Hanun, prepoflefied by
his Courtiers, imagining they were fo many Spies, gave them
a very rough Reception, and caufed one half of their' Beards
to be {haved, and their Garments to be cut off as high as their
Middle. To revenge this heinous Affrontto his Ambafladors,
David declared War againft the Ammonites, took Rabbak
their Capital, beat them in two picch’d Battels, deftroy’d
their Country, and brought them entirely into Subjettion.
Moab and Ammon remain’d under the Dominion of the Kings
of Fudab, vill after the Death of Solomon. In the Reign of
Reboboam, upon the Separation of the ten Tribes, the Ammo-
zites and Moabites became fubje&t to the Kings of Ifrwel, and
remain’d {o till the Deathof 4hab ().

Abaziab, Succeflor to _4hab, was not powerful enough to
reduce them; but Feboram, the Son of 4bab, and Brother of
Abaziab, being King, he went up againft the Mboabites, ac-
companied by . the Kings of Fudab and Edom (=). Thefe
three Princes marching cheir Army through the Wildernefs of
Edom, after a feven Days march, were in Diftrefs for want of
Water. Eljfla, who. fortunately for them happen’d to be in
the Army, ordered them from the Lord, to make the Valley
full ‘of Ditches, which he affured them fhould by the next
day be all fil’d with Water, He told them moreover, that the
Lord would deliver Moab into their hands. Accordingly, on the
Morrow early in the Morning, the Mpabites {eeing the Water,
which by the Reflection of the Rifing' Sun appear’d as red as
Blood, fancied it was really fo, and imagining that the Army of
the three Kiags had deftroy’d one another ; without any
further Examination of the matter, they ranin a confus’d and
diforderly manner to the Spoil: upon which, the Ifiaelizes

charged them fo briskly, that they were foon pur to flight with
a very great Slaughter. JOn |

(w) v Samn xxii. 3, 4. (x) 2 Samy % 1,'&e. ()2 Kings iiis 4, 5.
(Z-) 1bid, 61 1s &Chg’ . ¢ J : &9 13 4> 5 -
+‘Yhere
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There is an Account of another War againft the AMpg-
bites, which happened before this, in the Reign of Febofba-
phat, King of Fudab (a). The Ammonites, Maonians, and
Edomites, having made an Incurfion into Fudeaz as far as
Engedi, Febofbaphar relying on the Afliftance of the Lord, in
whom he placed all his Confidence, march’d again{t them
in Battel Array: but the Soldiers of the Enemy’s Army be-
ing feized with a panick Fear, turn’d their Arms againft one
another, fothat the Army was entirely deltroy’d, and Febofba-
phat had nothing to do but to {trip the Dead, and carry off the
Booty.

Mgﬂb and Ammon, being, as I obferv’d, {fubjelt to the
Kings of Ifrael, were expos’d to the fame Misfortunes, and
underwent the fame Fateas the ten Tribes. Tiglath-Pilefer,
and Sal/manefer dealt-very hardly withthem. J#fziah, in the
beginning of the Reign of Hezekinh, threatens them with a
Misfortune which was to fall upon them three Years after his
Predittion (4). This could ‘be no other than the coming of
Salmanefer into Syria and the Land of Ifrae/, fome Years be-
fore the laft Siege of Samaria.

- Ben-hadad, and Hazael, Kings of Syria, took the City
of Ramoth-Gilead trom Abab and Feboram, Kings of Ifrael.
The Particulars of thefe Wars are not known : but Amos (o)
informs us, that the Ammonites and Moabites took this Op-
portunity of fhakingoff the Yoke of the Zfraclites; and to
fatisfy their old Animofity and Malice againit the People of the
Lord, they ufed them in the moft barbarous manner, even rip-
ping up the Women that were with Child, in order to deftroy
both them and the Fruit of their Wombs. The fame Prophet re-
proves Moab for having burnt-the Bones of the King of Edom.
It is thought the Prophet means the King of Moad’s facrificing
the King of Edom’s Son, when he fountd himfelf prefs’d by the.
Kings of Ifrae/and Edom. See 2 Kings iii. 27.
~ The Wars and Calamities wherewith  Amos cthreatens Moab-
and Ammon, are thofe that were brought upon them ' either by
Uzziab and Fotham, Kings of Fudah (d4), or by Salma-
nefer (e), or laftly by Nebuchadnezzar, five Years after the

(4) 2 Chron. xx. 12, (k) Hal xv (¢) Amos 1, 13. (d) 2 Chron, xxvi.
ws B o(e) T XV, - |
| De-g
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Deftru&ion of Ferufalem (f), which 1 fhall fpeak of by
and by.

Aﬁ:gr the Tranfmigration of the Tribes of Reubern, Gad,
and the half Tribe of Manaflch from beyond Fordan, Awmor
and Mypab took pofleflion of the Cities thefe Trzbes had been
obliged to relinquifth. Feremiab (¢) upbraids them very fharply
for it, and threatens them with all the Effe&ts of the Fury of
the Lord. Itis plain thefe Threatnings were put in Execu-
tion by Holofernes, who, as we find by Fudith (b), brought
them into Subjettion fome time after. '

The Amba(ladors of the Mboabites and Ammonites were
among thofe to whom Feremiah gave the Cup of the Fury
of the Lord (2), with a Yoke and Fecters (&), perfuading them
to fubmit themfelves to Nebuchadnezzar, threatning them at
the fame time, in cafe they ftood out, with Servitude and
Captivity. They harkened not to the Prophet’s Advice, but
entered into an Alliance with the Kings of Fudab, Egypt,
Tyre, Sidon, and Edom, to oppofe the Chaldeans. But when
they found Nebuchadnezzar was in good earncft befieging
Ferufalem, and the Fews ready to fall into his hands, fo far
were they from affilting them, that they even rejoic’d at, and
infulted over their Misfortunes (/). The Lord incenfed at their
Treachery, rais’d up againlt them Nebucbadnezzar himfelf,
who made War upon them, and carried them away Captive
beyond the Ewuphrates. The Prophets often threaten them
with this (z), but promife them generally that they fhould
return again to their own Country (#z). But to be more
particular in thefe Matters, it will be neceflary to go back
a little. ;

When Nebuchadnezzar was upon his March againft He-
2ekiah, and the other Kings that were in Alliance with him,
Ezckicl informs us (9),«that he deliberated whether he fhould
go firlt to Ferufalem, or to Rabbab, the Metropolis of the
Ammonites. The Divinations he ufed with Arrows in a
Quiver, determined him to macch directly to Ferufalem.
Whilft he was at the Siege of this City, feveral Fews retirved

(f)Jof. Antiq. L. x. c. 11, (g) Jer. xlix. 1, 2. (h) Tudith v.2. (@) Jer. xxv.
14. (k) Jer. xxvii. 2,3,4. () Ezek. xxv. 3,6,  (m) Jer. ix, 26, xil. 14,
15, 16, () Jer. xlviin 47, xlix. 3.6, (o) Ezek, xx1. 20,21,

Into




Dif. IV.  Neighbonring Nations of the Jews.

into the Country of the Ammonites, as into a place of Safety,
among(t their Friends and Allies. This Particular we have
from Feremiah (p), which fhows there was at that time a fort
of Union between the two Nations. But this is by no means
inconfiftent with what Ezekiel fays ofl the Ammonites rejoicing

at the Calamities of Zudab, and the Ruin of the Temple. For -

fome infulted over the Fews in their Misfortunes, whilft others
were mov’d to Compaflion at them.

It is very probable, that the Treachery of the King of the
Ammonites againlt Gedaliab (¢), and againft the Chaldeans
that were left behind in Fudea, after the taking of Ferufalem
by Nebuchadnezzar, wasone of the principal Reafons of this
Prince’s warring againft the Ammonites, his treating them in
fo fevere a manner, as is before mention’d, and his carrying
them away from their native Country into a foreign Land.
But he could not finifh this War till the fifth year after the De-
ftrucion of Ferufalem, as Fofepbus informs us (r).

I am of opinion that Cyrus fent back the Awmmonites and
Moabites to their own Country, as well as the Fews and the
other neighbouring Nations. Accordingly, we find after that
time, Moab and Ammorn re-eftablifh’d, increafing in their
Numbers, and fortifying their Towns, in the fame manner as
the Zews did: we find them fubject to the Perfrans, and ga-
vern’d by the Vice-roys of Syria or Paleftine ; in which ftate
they continu’d till the Reign of Alexander the Great, to
whom they fubmitted themfelves. After his Death, they were
at firft under the Kings of Egypt, and afterwards of Syrza.
Antiochus the Great, took Rabbah the Capital of the Ammo-
zites, rafed the Walls, and placed a ftrong Garrifon in it (s).

In the Perfecution of Antiochus Epiphanes they efcaped (2),
either becaufe they readily comply’d with his wicked Orders,
or becaufe they had long before embrac’d the Religion of the
Grecks ; or, laftly, becaufe this Prince had not the time to at-
tack them. During thefe troublelome Times, the dmmonites
exercis’d their Rage againft the Z¢ews that inhabited the Moun-
tains of Gilead (u); Fudas Maccabens march'd againft them,
took fome of their Towns, deftroy’d great Numbers of them,

() Yer,xl 11, xli. 10, 15, (9) Yer.xl. 1—6. (r) Jof. Antiq. L. x. ¢. L.
(s) Polyb. L5 (¢) Dan, xi. 41, (#) 1 Mac, vi 6=45. Jof, Antiq, L xil. ¢, 12,

and.
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/] and condulted the Ifraclites, that dwelt in that Country, to
; Paleftine. Hiftory does not clearly _inform us what became of
2 the Ammonites and Moabites after this: but ’tis moft certain,
that the Afmonean Princes, and after them the Herods, held
the Sovercign Power over all the Country from beyond Zordaz

! " to Mount Gilead.

| .

l Sect. V. Of the Syrians of Damafcus.
|

R A4 M the Father of the Syrians, was the Son of Shem
(w). His Pofterity {pread themfelves over all Syrizand
Mefopotamia. Y fhall confine myfelf in this Place to Syriz
, of Damafcus; that is to fay, to therantient Kingdom of Dz
mafcus: as it is nearer Paleftine, as it had a greater Relation to
\  the Zewifh Affairs, and asit is more frequently mention’d in the
1 Writings of the Prophets.
i Damalcus was already a large and noted City in Abrabam’s
time : fome have even affirm’d, that this Patriarch reign’d
there immediately after its Founder Damafcus ().  Fofephus
( ) tells us, that Hyh, the eldeft Son of Aram, founded it.
The Holy Scriptures fay nothing of the Fame or Power of Da-
L mafeus ull the Reign of David. This Prince having declar’d
! War againlt Hadadezer King of Zobah in Syria, Hadad King
\  of Damafcus, came to his Affiftance : but David obtain’d a
fignal Vi€tory over them (). Fofepbus aflerts (a), that this
Hadad was the firlk who took upon him the Title of King of
Damafcus ; this he had from Nicolaus Damafcenus, an Hilto-
rian of that Country, who lived in the time of Herod.
Damafeus remain’d in Subje&tion to David and Solomor all
their Reign ; but upon the Revolt of the Ten Tribes, this Ci-
ty finding themfelves at a great diftance from the Territories of
Rehoboam, and taking the Advantage of the troublefome and

T weak State his Kingdom was in, threw off his Yoke, and main-
tain’d their Liberty for a good while after. The Scriptures tell
i us (4), that towards the latter end of Solomor’s Reign, God-
1 raifed him up an Adverfary in the Perfon of Rezoz, the Son of
i) FEliadab, who, being Captainof a Band of Robbers, was re- "

| ceiv’d into Damafcus, where he took upon him the Title of
| King. He began his Hoftilities upon the Land of Ifrae/ in Solo-

| (w) Gen. x. 22. (») Jultin. 1. 36, (y) JofuAntiq.L 1, ¢ 7. () 2Sam. viil. 4, 5.
¥ {4) Jof, Antig. L 7. ¢c. 6. (b) 1 Kings xi, 23, 24, 26
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won’s time, and continued ' his Teruptions into the Kingdom of
the Ten Tribes. _ ' |

Afa, King of Fudab, upon his being invaded by Baaka, |
King of Ifrael, fent and demanded the Affiftance of Benhadad,
the Son of T azbrimon, King of Damafcus. He got hiay, by the
means of Money, to bréak the Alliance he had made with
Baafba, and make Incurfions into his Dominions (4). A long
cime afcer Benhadad came and belieged Samaria, accompanied
- with thirty-two Kings his Allies,and at the Head of a prodigious
Army. Abab, who was then King of Ifrael, finding he was not
powerful enough to ftand againft him, acquiefced in all he re-
quired of him, giving him his Silver and Gold, his Wives and
Children. But the King of Spria, not fatisfied even with this,
fent him word: I will [end my Servants 10-m0rrow about this
time, and they fhall [earch thy Houfe, and the Houfes o thy
Servants, and it fball be, that whatfoever is pleafant in thine
Eyes, theyfball put it intherr Hand, and take it away (c)-

Abab perceiving himfelf to be in a Sware, and that Rezn-
padad would deal with him as he pleafed, he refolv’d, by the
- Advice of his Counfellors, to ftand a Siege, and truft to the
Fortune of War. The City was very foondeftitute of Provifions,
and of all things neceffary for their Defence ; Abab defpair’d
of faving himfelf from the Hands of his Enemies : However,
he was encouraged by a Prophet, who affured him of a certain
Viftory. Upon this they made a Salley, and put Benhadad
and his Army to flight (#). The Year following, Benbadad
got another Army on foor; and foolifhly imagining that the
God of the Hebrews was God of the Hills and not of the
Valleys, was refolv’d to expect the coming of Ahabon a Plain.
The King of Ifracl went as far as Aphek in Syria to meet
him, gave him Battel, flew 100,000 Men, and forced him to
deliver himfelf into his Hands (¢). _Abab incurr’d the Difplea-
{ure of God, by being even mercifulto a Fault after this Vittory ;
for he was fatisfied with having the Cities Benbadad had
taken, reftored to hirh, and with asking Leave for the Hfraelites
to build fome Streets in Damafcus, as the Syrians had done be-
fore in Sumaria. The Lord was wrath at'thefe Proceedings of

(b) 1 Kings xv. 18, (¢) 1 Kings xx: 6. (d) 1 Kings xx, 16.
(e) 1brds 33, 34 i ~ f
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the King of JIfrael, and fent a Prophet to threaten him,
that his Life thould be taken away for faving z542¢ of a Man,
whom the Lordbad appointed to utter Deftruttion.

Benbadad being thus fet at Liberty by Abab, refus’d to
perform his Promife of delivering vp Ramoth-Gilead, and
{fome other Towns he had taken from him during their Wars.
¥  _A4babput himfelf again at the Head of his Army, and got
\ Fehofbaphat, King of Fudab,to march along wich him, to re-
take Ramoth. 'The King of Syria gave Orders to his Officers
to fight againft none but the King of Ifrae/ only, and to
bring him oft dead or alive. 4hab having Intelligence of
this, difguifed himfelf, and went among the common Sol-
diers, deliring Febgfhaphar to take upon him the Command
¢ of the whole Army, and to appear at the Head of the Troops
{ in his Royal Habiliments. Zebgfbapbat fultain’d the Brunt of
8 the Battel, as long as he was taken for the King of Ifracl.
' But finding he was like to fall, he cried out and made himfelf
known. Upon that, they left off purfuing him ; and whilft they
were 1n {earch after A4bab, an Arrow. {hot at random
gave that unfortunate Prince a Wound between the joints of his
Harnefs, of which he died that very Evening (f).

Some Years after, Benbadad declared War againft Zeboram
the Son and Succeffor of A4bab (g). But Elifba the Prophet
. of the Lord broke all the Meafures of the King of Syria, by dif-
Y covering to Fehoram, the Defigns, the Marches, the Ambufhes,
| andall the Motions of the Enemy. Bewbadad enrag’d at
this, refolv’d to feize E/ifha; but the Prophet ftruck with
Blindnefs the Troops that were fent out to take him ; and
leading them into the midtof Szmaria, open’d their Eyes ; and
having made them eat and drink,fent them back to their Mafter.
4 Benhadad came after this in Pecfon to befiege Samarig (b).
* The City was foon reduced to Extremity. Provifions were
. lold at fo prodigious a Rate, that a Mother flew and eat her
I own Sen. The King of Ifrael in a fit of Defpair fent to kill
. the Prophet E/jfha at his own Houfe, as if he had been the
occalion of all thefe Misfortunes. But immediately repenting
of his rafh Orders, went himfelf to prevent the Execution of
them. FE/jfha forefecing what wasabout tohappen, fhut him-

(f) t Kings xxil, . (g) 2 Kings vi, 8,9,  (#) 2 Kings vi. 24,25, &e: - .
{elt
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felf up in his Houfe with fome of the E/ders of the People; and
when the King came, he told him, that on the Morrow there
would be fo great a Plenty of Provifions in Samaria, that
a Meafure of fine Flower,and two Meafures of Barley, {hould
be fold for a Shekel. ~Accordingly, that very Night, the Syrians
being fe1z’d witha panick Fear, betook themfelves to flight,
and left in their Camp, their Provilions, their Ammunition, and
all that was valuable (7). ok
Elifha coming to Damalcus, found Bernbadad there fick,
This Prince being inform’d of the Arrival of Elifba, fent
Hazaél, one of his principal Officers, to him with Prefents, to

enquire of him whether he fhould recover of his Illnefs.

Elifha feeing Hazael, could not refrain from Tears, and told

-him, that the King’s Difeafe was not Mortal, however he would

dic ; and that Hazzae/ fhould reign in his ftcad, and bring
Numberlefs Evils upon the Ifiaelites. Hazael being come back
to Benbadad, told him he would certainly recover: but next
day he ftifled him in his Bed with.a wet Cloath, and took upon
him-the Government,

 feboram, King of Ifracl, having always in~ his Thoughts
the Conquelt of Ramoth-Gilead, unjultly taken from his Pre.
deceflors by the Syrianms, laid Siege to it, and, in an Afault in
which he carried the ‘Town, receiv’d a Wound. - Upon this he
retired to Samaria, in order to be cured, leaving his Army
behind to beliege the Citadel. - Febu, who commanded in his
Abfence, was privately anointed King by the Hand of a
Prophet fent from FE/jfha (£). And having inform’d his Friends

of what had been done, was immediately proclaim’d K nchet
Iﬁﬂé’f by the whole Army; He b‘I‘East P 2

marches againft his Mafter, who was put t |
the Kingof 7udah and the Prophets of B4/

Whillt Febu was bufied in fecuring his new-gotten Power
Hazael, King of Syria, waged War againft Ifrael, and had
daily fome Advantage or other over them (D). Hé advanc’d

as far as Guth, a City belonging to the Ppiz;in; d

folvid to gttacli :}‘f_:m::ﬁrimz. Foafh, King of }‘fd;;giv:: for:;’ed-
to buy him off with all the Silver and Gold in the Temple
and Rjoya_l Treafury (72). Bewnbadad, the Son of ffﬂ;?_:gzg[’
follow’d his Father’s Steps, and made War fuccefsfully againﬂ;

(1) 2 Kings vii, 6, () 2 Kings viii, 28,29, &e, & ix. 1,2, &e (1) 2Kings x. 23.

(m) 2 Kings xii, 17.
Fudak
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Fudab and Ifrael. However, Foafb, the Son of Fehoabaz,
King of Ifracl, defeated him three times, and forced him to
reftore the Cities Hzzael had taken from his Father (m).  Fe-
roboam the Second, got the upper hand of the Kings of Syria ;
he took Damafeus and Hamath, the two principal Cities of the
Country, and extended the Kingdom of Iffae/ to its antient
Bounds, as it was in the time of David (#). '

Afcer the Death of Feroboam the Second, the Kingdom of
Ifrael by inteftine Broils was almoft brought to the brink of
Ruin., The Syrians of Damafcus took the advintage of this
Juntture to reftore their Monarchy. Reziz taking upon him
the Title of King, enter’d into an Alliance with Pekab, who had
ufurp’d the Crown of Ifrael, and committed innumerable Ra-
vages in the Kingdom of Fudah, in the Reigns of Fotham
and Abaz (o). This lalt inding he was not able to reliflt the
| United Forces of thefe two Kings, fent and demanded A ffift-
l_ ance from Ticlath-Pilefer, Ring of Affyria (p), entreatinghim
to invade the Territories of Damafcus, in order to caufe, the
| Enemy to divide their Troops. The King of Affyria march’d
' againft Rezin, took and demolifh’d Damalcus, put Rezin to

death, and carried away the Syrians beyond the Euplhrates. All
this was done in the manner Ifziak and Amos had foretold (g)-
Damafcus rofe again our of its Ruins. Its advantageous
Situation never fuffered it to lie long defolate. 1 am of opi-
nion, Sennacherib took it inhis March againft Hezekiab, as
Ifziah obferves ix. 9. Holofernes took it alfo in the time of
Manaffeh (r). E=zekiel (s) reckons the Merchants of Da-
mafzus among thofe that traded to Tyre a little before Nebu-
chadneszar became Mafter of it. Feremiah (¢) threatens
Damafeus with the Arms and Fury of Nebuchadnezzar, who
apparently reduced it to his Obedience as well as the other
Cities “of that Country. After the Captivity, Zechariah (u)
'.E. foretold the Calamities, which befel it, when the Generals of
" Alexander the Great conquer'd it (). From that time I
;3 don’t find Damafcus had any relation to the Fewifh Afairs,
'ﬂ for which Reafon I fhall fay no more of it in this Place.
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