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ENSAYO BIOGRAFICO

T'EL

CELEBRE NAVEGANTE Y CORSUNADD COSMOGRAFD
Guan de (o @osa

&

e :
WU e el titnlar de cnzaye biogrilico este trabajo, alarde
s caprichoso de hipderita modestia, Bs sdlo el calificativo

@} adicuada que corresponide 4 Ia serie de noticing, renni-
des § expussias rigurozamente por orden cronoldgico, vefe-
rentes al ilusire antor del primer Mapa Mondi que se disefid
en el munido; ¥ que, 81 venturosamente bastan para dar 4 en-
teader In grandeza ¥ los méritos de Juan de la Coss, ¢on al-
gunos defalles de su accidentadn vida y de Ins mil proezas &
que dit eima feliz, no son suficientes, sin embargo, para cone-
tituirlo que, en térmisos propios ¥ coneretos, ae llama una
verdedera biogralia.

Tados, absolutamente fodos cuantos ernditos han queride
invesfizgar datos completos v fidedignos de la existenecia del
inmortal marino, han tropezado en el mismo obstdeuls v vis-
tose anvieeltos en Wlénticns sombras.

Los higtoriadores de Iodise Ldpez de Gomara, Herrera y
Ferndndez de Oviedo en primer término, hitieron meneidn
de sus navegacionss, sus servieios 4 Espafia y sun de sa pro-
digiosa pericia on la construccicn de Cartas de marear. Don
Murtin Fernandez de Navarrete conquistd la gloria de saear
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msis i lug 4l pederaio v navegante émulo de Coldn, publican-
do en sa Coleccidn de viajes i desoubrimientor multitnd de doeu-
mentos diarios, cédulas reales, carfas o dilizgencing judiciales,
en log que aparece Jivnn de la Cosa como Tariners, mueslns
¥ propigtario de Naos, nnas veces; coma Piloto § Capitin en
las expidiviones de Colén ¥y Ojeda otras; ¢omo ecomisionado
i la Beinn D.® Teubel, & reeibtendo proposiciones de deson-
Liertaz, en algunag ocasionss; cual experto marino ¥ Labili-
simo pilote, sempre: ¥, no coniento con esto, condensd ¥ or-
dend las notivies anteriores en su obra postuma Hibliateon
Mavilime Fspudicla, agregando los datps gque su inagotable
cendicion le apoctaba, v legando en suma & coustituir, si nd
el finico, ] mds completo wanantial 4 que han tenide gae
acudir Ios bidgratos moderncg, eomo Sala, Charton, Didet F

atres. Dosteriorments hinse hallado en el Archiso de Biman- .

eag alpunos papeles coriosos relatives & Jumnn de la Cosa,
quo han sido publicados en ln Coleccidn de Docuneentos Tisbinci-
cow-pare {o Higtorig de Brpasio que aumenta algo o de Muofics
de Iielractos de los papeles del dechive de Indimd, Poro todo
junto, ¥ como dicen bien los &res, [ Enrigoe Leguine ¥ don
(psares Terndndes Dure en sus Extudio biogrdjfico de Juon de
ti Cosa v Wusen cspanef de ontigiiedades respoctivameantes, oo es
zafeiente parn conocer 8] detalls lx vida eompleta del Piloto
v dol Capitan, al qoe, &i algo faltara para In celebridml, des-
piits de ser aulor e la inmortal Carls que leva gu wembre,
¥ en que por vez primera st dibujd el sontinente AINETICAND,
hartaria & diresla el eontemplarle & fraves de 1ag mismes ne-
bulozidades que covuelven su exisbouvcin, lincisndonsslo ver
ean lis proporciones jigantescas que siempre reviste el mis-
terio.

Y no pueda por eslo suporerse (que vamos 4 eniregirnog
deeenfrenadamente on brazos de ln mag desnlentada fantasin
para cantar las hngafing de un héroe de loyendn y quizd faln-
Iogo: nn: coante decimos, cosnto nos proponemon relatin, esti
formalmente comprobado por infloidad de documentos anfin-
ticos, no ofrece dudasslgunn; es historia: no es novela.
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5 ‘F{' a¥ag hian sido euantas pesquirgs ha realizado un san-
; E tandering ilustre ¥ yu meneionade, por hallar la parti-
{52 da de bautismo de Juan de la Cosa.

Nadn tiene de extraho, sin embarge, la completd inutili-
dad de sas esfuercos, considerundo ue, si bien c8 cierio yue
los papales doel avehive parraquial de Santofis | pafsia presur-
fa de naestio profagoniste’ alernzan & feches anberiores al
afio 1450, habiendo wa libro hinsta del 1408, agimisms ez no-
torio yue un viclenls ineondio destroyd infinidad de voliime-
néd, ¥ que los goe, por dichoso aear, se libraron.del estrugo,
s enedentran ey un estudo tal de putrefaccidn quie hace im-
posithle su leetara.

Latn no obslante, univerpaiments esta a.l_:eT_:t.ﬂ,dn gque &l
sabia eopmdgrafo Juan de In Cosa pacid en Savta Marin del
Puerto (hoy villa y puerto de Santofia, provinein de Santan-
der) hacia ¢l ano 1460,

Eng ramones que se adocen pora demostirarle son, en s
inmenga mayoria, fandadisimas ¥ concluyentss. Consta, en
primer fugrar, la existencia en Santolia durnote largo tiempo
deun barrio denominado de la Cosa, que permile suponer
Hegd & lamarse asi en honor del ilustre Capitian ¥ navegnn-
te cuya famn, no s6lo aleanzaba al frono de los Beyves con-
quistando su real apreeio ¥ haciéndoles ser eapléndidos dons-
dores de moreedes, sino que igualmente excitaba profunda
gdmirncidn entre Ia sencilla gente montafiesa, pura la cual,
como reflere el Br. Legoins, Juan de la Cosa debin ser congi-
derado como un hévoe legendario. Asi, pues, nada tendria de
extrano que, de semejante popularidad, se derivara ¢l sefin-
lar con el apellido de Ia Cosa el sitio donde tal vez radicara el
golar de sus aseendientes & quizd su propis casa.
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(Clamsta, pur otea parbe, que e veeino de Santofia en Agos-
to de 1406; ¥ aun es indliein no despreciable goe sus coetin eos
Herrera. an sus Dévadas de Tndias, le tuvieran por yizenino,
enando en aguella époen ge confundia con fracuencia a los
oviundos de provincins vecinas, ¥ #e designoba con elnombre
Ak vizeainos i todos Jos proeedentes de la costa de Cantabrin
de donde salian lus expediciones mis importantes, y ndonde
Jos migmoes Reyes nendian siempre que habian menester de
grandes servicios navales.

(iue el linnje de la Cosa ao era pleboyo, lo demuestra don
Miguel Ortin Othiies on 0 Sontosia lawreade (LT, citandole
como uno de log de mis esclaresida nlenrnin. Ademuds, du-
rante ol giglo <% e encuentra el nombre de Juun de la (Tosn
repesido indefinido ndmero de veces, figurandy como padring,
anan veees de bautizos y ofras de matromonios; ¥ en doeun-
mentes correspondisntes 4 los siglos xviy w1, idéntieo npe-
Hido fgur con frecueneia oo jos lilros purronuiales: siende
pian meas de nofar, porser disnnstraciin LJI'_'-E._T[T_THiH(J ¥ I valin
dels misma familia en In villa de Santofia la detenida mon-
eiin que de ella hize Lope Garein de Falazar, eennigta e la
spoca, sl ecinlarla como ununde lus (nmosas que intervinicron
en s Turha de bandos que fantn desolaciin ¥ tantos desastres
produjeron en in comarea sanfandering durants el transcurso
de los sirlos 157 v x¥: ¥ la no menos importante alugion qoe
ny Prezhitero, naturnl ¥ vecino de auella antigon villa, haee
en 1677, ¥ on su Breve velaciin de los laures, hechos yloriosos &
hijos afwmadox de Sanfofia & Bantonia.al citar & Juan de ln Cosa
oo pilote sfamado gue scampaiid & Culén @ Lo el primer
plana que s¢ conoce de In costa cantabricn, consiguirndo—diee
—trazar ol plano dr este difteil cosia, pregtando asi gericio fant=
memte & log navegantes y consigreiendo fal vez salvar la wieler il
algieno de sus lornanos g evitor pirdidas innensis al eomoreio

Tor iltimo, no faltande autor del sighe TV quae termingn-
temente wlirme ser Juan de In Cosn nalural de Santona, ¥
na existiendo ni remetaments ninguna proeba an contrario,
creemaos que debe admiticse lo que, siendo ativmado por tan-
tns, nin no ha sido desmentido por ninguna,
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Y vERs0s documentos atestiguan que Juan de ta Cosa
_'&rn. de fumilia de marinos, ¥ que habia dedieadn la

@ mayor parte de su joventad 4 la nnvegueidn, realizando
Inrgns travesing ¥ recorriendo, médz de uns vez la costa ocei-
dental del Africa, teatro entonces de las aventuras deseubri-
dorag de espafioles y portugueses, Lo Carta que frazd de
aguella poreidn del munde, comparadn eon Ias de los porto-
gueses del mismo tiempo, compruebn, en opinidn Jde aotoriza-
dos escritores, que hahin formado parte de alguna de las
atrevidas expediciones gue loa espadioles llevaron 4 eabo al
finulizar &l miglo xv,

Capitan ¥ propietario Jusn de la Cosa de 1 earnbeln Sante
Mavia, nao eonstrulda expresaments en Uanlabrin para la
earrera de Flandes, la més difieil de entonces ¥ en In que s
formaban los grandes mareantes castollnnos segdn o mismo
Liolon, ¥ muo, por congiguisnte, de superiores condieiones
marinerns, epntra lo q_l'.E vulgarmente se ha ereido (gracias &
Ia mania delos que prefenden engrandecer la hnznim del
desenbrimiento, rebajando Jas earabelas i In eategoria de bar-
cod gin cabierta ¥ la marineria que las fripulaba i In de chus-
i de presblio), cuando hallindose en aguus dol Condado de
Niebla, ul organizarse en 1492 1a srmads expediciouaria de
Ualon, foe solicitado v escogido por éste puen hacer de 1a
meneionada carabeln ln nave capifann, darls & #l aloiamiento
como Jefe ¥ arbolar la insignia de mando.

Juan de In Cosa, sl que no arredred jamds ninguna eape-
cie de pelipros, neeptd y suseribid el contrato de fletamen-
to gue se le ofrezia, ¥ on conceplo de maestre de la nao se apres-
t0 4 figurar en Ia temeraria empresa. Tanto €l como la tripu-
Iagidn de cantabros, viejos lohos de nmr que llevaba A aus
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drdenes; iban voluntariamente ¥ en virtud de un estipendio
alzado que de antemano se contratd; no como los hermunos
Pinzdn, que ssocindos con ¢ eaudillo gue hahin en Santa Fe
eapitulado el viaje, marchaban para repartir riesgos ¥ ganan-
cias, vonfribuyendo A los gastos del armamento.

Darante ¢] primmer viaje, enyas mil vicisitudes no hamos
e referic por demasindo sabidas, echdse yo de ver que 1o sa-
hiduria de In Cosa no ers acepta ni grata al gran Colon, el
enal, entre sus deiectos, tenin el de no poder consentir gque
nadie brillase jonto 4 su persona, ¥ tal demuestra la decla-
racion prestada por el mariners Bearnardo de Tharem, que vidé
apd al dicho almiranle como ge fuggaba de Fuaer de o Cosa, di-
ciritdo, gue porgue lo habia traide consigo d estas paries pov la
privera vez & por homdre haldl, & le Ralin enseiade el arte de
maveger andabe diciendo gue sabic mas gee il

Lon rastn dice 8] S Fornandes LHirn fue ia puds hucer
Uoldo un elogio auperior de se maestre, porygus aun dudo gue
el arte do navepnr estuviars al nivel del ofivio de apuados,
giee al primer vigje s apreade, reconocis gue ers hombre hibil
¥ diseipulo scbregaliente, olvidsade que cuando lo Hevad, ern
¥a capitdén de nao goo navegaba, v que puso vida y fortona 4
disposicion de un jefe desconocido y entre ln inmenss mayo-
tin de lag genles nada bien coneeplinda.

Y no pard agui la inguinn, puesto que, una vez deseabierta
la igla o San Palvador, ¥ algdn tiempo antes del regreso 4 1a
madre patria, la nave capitans Senfe Marie, propiadad de Toan
de Ta Cosa, #e perdia por Tunesto accidente ¢n loa descanori-
dos bajlos de 1a isle Espaficls, ocasion que Colén acopic con
jiihilo para fildar de traidor, enbarde y desobedisante de sus dr-
denes, & nuesbro hérme, La injosticia de tan tremendos carpgos,
pu goncills de demwostrar, El mismo Navareete, gue admite las
alirmaciones del Dierdo del Almirante, frasmitideo por el Pades
Las Cusons, reflere que, en el momenfo de vavar o noo estalio la
mur perf ectamends en onlma COMO TRA BRCUTHLLA, I fue of bingus
food tan swaremente, gue, maidie mids gue of Smonel se apercibid
del coplraliompo, Ahora bien: jpoede ni debe admitirse gue
maring tan eaperimentado como Juun de Ta Cosa, qua un hom-
Lre que oo ésquivi en expediciones posteriores enenentros
terribiles con los indios de Coartagena v no apeld 4 ln ligereza
de piea que libro 4 sn jeds ﬁ compaiero Cheda, Fogyese do 1

e e e __L i B m——— g e e W e e
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nao donde no existia el mis remoto peligro, abandonando por
cobardia su capital, su dniea fortuns representada por la céle-
hre Santa Maria? Ademis, si el hecho hubiera sido eierto,
itdmo no se le hicieron 4 la Cosa los graves eargos dirigidos
& Pinzdn y 4 ofros deachedientes 4 las Gedencs del Almirante?
Una simple nofa en papel que no habian de Negar i ver ol seu-
¥aido, no ofreee serio fundamento para otra ¢osa, mds que
para admitir la poes & ninguna benevolencin gue en el dnimo
de Caoldn existia hacia ¢l habilisimo pilofo,

Pero, lo que constituys proeba irrecusable, revestida de
tode genero de requisitos legales, ¥ aeredita que no hubo sn
In pérdida de la nave cobardia, deseride ni ignorancia culpa-
ble, ni mueho menos traieidn, eomo Coldn weesuraba, es el
phrrafe de uon da lag cartas de los Beyes Catdlicos, en ol que
g docia & Joon de ln Cosa:  Fadeles jow wmaestve e wna wo
nuealrn & Ink maves del Ocfano, dinde en aguel oiaje Fueron des-
eubicrius lus tiervas ¢ islas de loa Indias, ¢ vox perdistes o dicka
nap B FOR VOR 1O REMUNEHAR B BATIBFACER. ..

sbué ge infiere ¥y deduee de ggai, sino es que por nguel in-
Tnnstn dueeso, mereein In Coap indemnizacion O TECOMpEensn y
no castign ni injustificada censnra?

v

s
D regreso en Espafin juntaments con Colén, el 15 de
el Marzo de 1193, Juan de la Cosa se dedied desde luego
t’ i preparar obra expedicién. Alentados los Reyes por el
incsperndo éxito de ln primers, ¥ animwda In gente con el es-
pectaculo de las diversns ¥ extrafing muesteas que Coldn ex-
hibia de los productos de agquellas lejanas tierras, guo movian
aun mag que In enriosidad, 4 Ia eodicia, todo eran facilidades
¥ eoftusiasmao.

Haho gin embargo necesidad de retrasar 1o marcha por las
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dificultades yue entonces ocurrieron con la Corte de Portugal
v que cortd Alejandro VI con su famosa Bula. Y el Miéreoles
20 de Beptiembre de 1493 se hize 4 Is vels en la bahia de Cé-
diz In seganida pseundrilla gue saresba el Atlintico, compuesta
de treg naos de gavia ¥ eatoree carabelns toipuladas por wnos
miil y quinientos hombres, vendo Junn de la Cosa 4 hordo de
la earabela Nwia (por otro nombre Santa Clarva) von el tifulo
de Maesire de haeer parlas,

Del empedio que ¢l Almirante poso en gue Juan de 1n Coss
furmake parte de ceta expedicidn, v de la acilidad eon que 1n
Cipsa ncesdid & In propuesta a pesar de los antiguos rozomrien-
tos, deducen slgunos ser cierta la dudeea versidn s gue,
ambos grandes naveguotes, en madio de sus aparentes dife-
repeiag, s profesaban mutnamente extraccdinarin adpiivacion
¥ sineeto afects

En este viaje fuoron recouocidas la Dominiea, las islug de
Monserrate, Santa Maria le Rotunds, Santa Maria 1a Antigua
v Bantn rsuls, lmsta que log expedieiouarics urribaron & la
Espafiols, donde experimentsron i terrible dolor de hallar
destruids In eolonin alll dejadn vy rastros evidentes de haber
perecido [n gunrnicion castellnon 4 manos de los indios,

La equivoencion que padecid el Almirante quedando per-
suadido de goe Ta isla de Coba ers fierrn firme, la padecid del
mwisgmo mode Juan de e Cosa, que, en la declaracidn que ss
firmd por todas las personas compelentes el 12 de Junio de
1484 A burdo de la carnbels Nike, manifesto bajo su firma gue:
Numea oyl wf vide vl gre piuliese lener brescienfas fretnla i cinco
deyras en und costa de Pendente d Levawts, ¢ wun no acahebe de
wnddar; i que veda agora que la fepra-firme forala ol Swr Sud-
wedt g al Swduest y Oest, y quee ciertamente wo leie dubida alguna
qué Fusze tierra-fiane, antey lo affrmals g defendecia gue o Inlin-
wre firmee yowe sl ogue anles de soeckas leguas, novegando. por
P divhe eonle se fallarfa ficree donde Trale gente politica de siber
W e abe e e, ote.

A pesur de estn conformidud en nn punte tan imporfunte,
I campania de Jamaien & islng inbedintaganmentd In tirmnter
de relasiones existentes entre ln Cosa ¥ el Almirante, v sepn-
randose, cusnto las circunstancias se lo permitinn, ambos
tornnron & la Peniosale el LE de Julio de 1426, dedicindose
dogde luego nuestro hiroe, 4 sus ordinarias travesias por el li-

WL T

ik e Ul R



PR L+ e~
toral de Guipuzcoa ¥ Sefiorio de Vizeayn, segin unos, ¥ segin

-otros, & la especulacidn mercantil gue, para vessrcicle de la

nao Sends Maria que perdis en el primer viaje, le fué concedi-
da por los Heyes en 1404,
A titulo de curiosidad reproducimes la partida referente 4

Juan de la Cosn que figurs en la cuenta del Besorcro Real

Alongo de Morales, formads para ¢] pago de la segunda ex-
pedicidn, ¥ que consta en el Arehivo de Simancas, — Juan de
da Cosa, marinero, asenfaronsele mill mree. de sueldo coda mes por
mariners 96 g nao Coling 2 montole aver desde 20 dias de agoslo
de noventa y freg hasfe 11 de Junio de nowenlie ¢ seg afiog g
boliio de las yndias & cedia roanla 3 lres mcll selediondos sesenda y
seia wirs. tiene Hescibidos quinee mill mrs. que fid de aver diez y

-pchs mill setecientos sesenta y seis mrs.

Eaee® Chiecdn, pura gue [uera al nuevo munde & deseubrir tie-
%‘ rres nuevas por su cuenta y riespo, cunids muy bien de
concertarse nate tode con Joan de la Cosa, vécino 4 Iy sazdn
del Puerto de Bants Maria (en ¢l que se bacian log aprestos)
¥ graw marinere — eomo dive Nieolis Pérez, macstre del navio
del Hey [ 1613 — en o conerplo comin . y en ol suyo no iﬁfﬁ-—
vior al Almirante | de guien halin #ido compadicro y diseipuio
en la expedicion de Cuba y Jomdica, .
Componinee la Armada de contro nuvios mandados por el
mismo Cjeda, §F cuye piloto prineipal & mayor, cean Juasn de la
Cosa. Zarparon del Puerto de Santa Marin ¥ nl eahe do vein-
tidgiets dias de nayegneidn, v despuég de pasar 4 la vieta de
In tierra de Parius en la que no desembarcaron, visitaron In
Margarita, ¥ tuviercn varios encuentros con los earibes, 4 los
gue catsrron gran nidmero de muaertos.
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Herrera en sn Hisloria general da los hechos de lov caste-
Hawoy en lap isloe y Tierra-firme de o Mar Ocdann, sostiens
fue an oate viaje lod ecoando se deseubrid el verdaders eon-
tinente, por evanto, al defender que mejor derecho hubiers
podido asistir @ Juan de la Cosa para atribuirse In gloria del
descubmmisato de la Tierra-firme, Que el gue coneurrin en
Amdrico Vespueio, que iha tambien de pil oto de In expedicion
¥ era inicamente perifo en cosmografia, dice que,y ectdnda
e exle wiej e g0 huldera dégpubierto ¢ Alonge de Hojeda, watwrnl
de Cuenca, cowe Capitdn, y & Juan de ln-Cosa come pifole, s dele
{a glorie,

D¢ lo que no cabe dudar, es de quoe, In expedicion, tercera
en (ue . Juan de ln Cosa tomaba parte, fusé de gran provechno.
¥ que no stio noestra heroa presid importantes servicios al
reenerer muehas legaas de In Cosgta Firme, sino gue log prastao
igualmente interviniendo con suma prodencia v tacto en las
cuestiones que surgieron entre Ojeds ¥y Roldén, el alealde de
la 1aln Espnfiolu. .

Llegnron & esta altimn ol § de Septiembre, ¥ por &l Ojeda
cortaba & no hrasil ¥ trataba de straerse 4 los espatoles des-
contentos, surgieron mil rivalidades, se prodajeron hasta lan-
ees de armas en que hubo alpunos muertos, ¥ Dios sdlo sabe
addnde hubicran llegado lag cosas, g, como dice Herrera, las
iotes de prudencia de Juan de o Cose no fograran fo gue (oda wo-
Pl can arlifeto on fos negociveiones, con of disidente Keldan,
girtedn vedic por fug perswetiones de s Cosa o todes fny propogieds-
ek gue anbes g fe Meiered en tane,

Coronads por la devolaeidn de una barea de Ojeda de que
Roldda ge habia apoderadn, In obra medindora da Juan de I
(lusa, fanto él como Ojeda abandonuron la isla Espanola y
regresaron i la Peninsula en Febraro de 1600, lechn memaora-
hle para la Geografin, todn veg que fug en la que Juan de In
Cosa dio por terminada la famosisims Carfe de merear gue Hle—
va &1 nambre ¥ le ha hecho inmortal.
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P sronesca resulin la descripeidn qone Herrers, en sa
g primers Décadn (Libro 4.% Capitule 11) hace dedos pre-
5 parativos del euarto viaje de Jusn de Ia Cosa.
Chio cada din—dice—eresiale Nueve, guede fo Tierra-frne,
giur Crsvaveles, ¥ coxillus de poco paler, g2 fraton Perlas, + Ovy,
§ entoners extaba Castille pobee de dinero, foviase muche coso de
ellns preseia of deses de eurignecerse lof howibree, § perdiose el
aicds de navegar Maven tan profuwedug i joiuds naoegedos Ao
aente fug Vecinus de Triana gie por o swier parée eren fodos
Marineros, Un Rodrigo de Bastidas, Hombre hoavado, 1 bien en-
geadtinln, o gue debia de lener MHaciendn, vecino de Tidana, diler-
sriniise de armar dos nooics pave i d desendrir, § rescalar (e,
i Perias. Coneertise com algunes § en fopecial con Juan dela
Lusa, gue era ¢l mejor Piloto gue havia por- agueelios Mares, gue
era heechura del dimiraade. .

Aleanzaron, con efoctn, ¥ pagan reflere Teguina, In corres-
pondiente leencin, ¥ terminudos sus aprestos, partid la cxpe-
dicién de Sevilla con rombe & Tierra-firme 4 principios del
afiode 1501,

Rerarricron miuchos puertos para rosentar ¢ brocar las cho-
cherfas que leyaban por metales v objetos de gran valor; en-
traron en ol golfo de Venczueln, siguisron Cozle del o
afesde abaze, y Megaron ol Puertn, gue Ilewneron, de el Redratos
adonde estaba lo Ciudad & Puerto de Nointre de Dics: o fodo fa
gue e drero g desewlyis, pasd de cled fegaas, 4 div ef Rombye
i Cartagena, i d todey las Talos, gue por alfl b,

¥n el gulfo de Jaragns perdieron los navioy, sucesn que led
obligd & ir por tierrs & Santo Tlomiago, ¥ alll Franciseo il
Bobadills, so pretexto de que lhabian eambiadoe oro con loa
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inilios, los prendid, disponiendo sn inmediato embargue para
Espafia.

Fn log Apunfer y papeles de 1o Caza de Contratacion que so6
conser¥an en el Archive de Indias, se da i entender ¢l grave
riesgo que debid correr Juan de la Coan en el viaja de reforno,
pnes nn desencadenado temporal ocasiond el naufragio de Ia
flote en la que ide Rodrigo de Bastides, 7 se escapd en vn Navdo,
de log veis, d ocko, yue ge salvaron, entre log guales fué vno, Ha-
sl el Agwja, el pecr, gue era e gue Newaba ¢l Haviende def
Almirante, puairo mil pesos, gue fué el primero que Uegd é Cas-
tilla, gue parecid dicine permizidn... Mivalwente, fué d In Corte
i pago o low Reder of Quindo del Oro, y Perlaz gue trago; § e
alegraban mucho todes fas que aion, gwe se trafan de la Tierra
Firure.

Vil

- RECH) poderosamente la famin de Jusn de la Cose v
i deade loe Reyes hasta loe armadares v coneesionarios
de descubiertas y los oficiales de la Casn de In Con-
tratucitn de Sevilla, solicitaban su eooperaeion, celimdndole
no yn come el mejor, gino comao el fnico buen piloto de loa
maves recien degcubiertos. Pero la suultitud de proposiciones
que s& le hicieron no dieron al pronto ningin resultsdo, por
In Hegada 4 1a Corte de un earren, en 13 de Julio de 1508, con
la noticia de que euatro navios de 'ortogal habisn ido 4 la
tierra que descubrid Bastidas, de dondo trajeron esciavos, in-
ding ¥ distintas produceiones: § comisiouado por fos Roves de
Espaiin, cn el mes de Agosto signiente, past | Coen 4 Lishon
econ objeto de inveatigar por &1 propio la cortezs de cusnto so
decin. ¥ con tal celo desempefid sn cometido, que los portn-
goeses, mal avenidos con talee ingnmisitovias, le detuvieron
preso; volviendo i SBegovia (donde entonces cetaba la Corte)
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en el ines de Septiembre. 6.750 maravedises recfbio en pago
o s wisje, Joformd i la Reina D." 1sabel gue electivamente
habin sido cierto ol viaje de lus portuguesss, quienes lo habian

vepetido en- el nusmo afo, presentindols de paso, como re-
“sultado de sus trabajos, dos cartes kidrografiens de las Indias,

mejorandus sin duoda las figuras del Maps Mundi de 1500, con
ghiseryaciones propisd ¥ eon datos rennides. en squellos tred
uiiod tan fecundes pora la Geografin.

‘pusiderden antonces preciso, ¥a en el afo 164, contener
las explomciones portuguesas, ¥ 4 este propdeifo, eu 14 de
Felivers, s tamd con Junn de s Coss usiento y eapitalacidn
parca ic 4 degéulrir las tierras & islag de las Perlas, golin de
Usnhd ¥ otrag parter, que no neron de Ias visitsdas por Co-
160 oi e Jas del Ruy de Portugal, com puFas condiciones {de-
cix ¢l documento ariginnl) Facemos wnestre cagiban de T dickos
sianins o gentes gite e ellog feesen 6 vos el dicho Juaa de o Coso.
Los Reves demostravon tambitn el alto apreeio que havinn de
log talendas ¥ buenos servicios de Juan di la Coss, epneedién-
dole 1n rentn anonl vitalicia de . 0000 marsyedisos,

Al prayectadn, con afres s cousortes (dice Oviedo an gu
Tisteria de tos ndias) possarcn cow gualre wavion « la cosln de
lt Tieree-Faeme, Jvan de fa Cosa, pomo egpiten Gearad, ¢ o=
fign de Ledegma, vectio de Seville, romo capifan de wny e es-
fok waclos. Fela oxpedicién garpé de FEspadn, ¥ despues de
arribur & In Gean Canaria y renovar en ella sas pertireehos de
apta ¥ lefia, prosigeid su viaje, deinndo las isles de Gua-
dalupe ¥ San Juan f Sotavento de la parte del Norte ¥ al-
ennzando tierra en In isla de Margaritn, Al se detavieron
un dix, v, al siguiente, Hegaron ol Gollo de Cumand, recono-
ciendo nlgunes idlas ¥ deteniéndose en los puertes de Car-
tagenn, donde se hallaba el Uapitan Crigtolal Garein, &
Guers, como con mits frecusneia le lama Oviedo.

Narra ¢l 8r. Legninn que acurriaron entonees varios lanees
v ponciertos entre In gente qua componia unm y obra expedi-
vidn, Jnsta que Juan de b Cosa ¥ su srmada focaron en 1a Isia
Fuerte, 7, despude de ganarla por s armag, reslizaron ons
ineursiin en el rio grande del Darien, recogicmio algunos in-
dios y piezes de oro labrado, En esto llegd 4 las naves un
Datel de wna de feg ofvas gue we dizevon de sussy de Chrisps-
tobal Garela, que hablan quededo en ¢f Puerlo de Cirlogenn,
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i guicn essalras ovievon dudo ¢f brastl y los escluror que offi
saltearon, pave gue lo Hevazen fodo & Costilla. F hizoles pabey
como despuds gue Jokon de fa Cose portii de Cardagena o nao
cupitane de Cheispstobal GPuerra se ovie perdido ¢ akogados
muchos en ellt, porgue avien dads en wna laja cerca de allti;
€ gues eslos avian corrido en buses de Johen de o Core con
erbrer b, cugo era-aguel agpel datel; & gue bo weo hacle tosia ague
que fo pudidndole sostener . en eutrands en aguel polpho de
Urabi, ovie sabordeds € enveslido con ella en Nerre, ¢ gne
guednla encalloda devidro de aguel golpho ; & gua el capitdn
gue en el vendn gue evg wno de Tricns. Hamado Maosmray,
eodl fa alve geile gus con 6F extaba, Tex rogadon gur fos Suesse
& goearrer # recagerlos, § pard sewesle efecto avie agnel balel
rodeads quasst fodo el golpdes dy Deabd, Inseando 4 egtateas,

Nio vacild Juan de la Coen [prosigue el Sr. Legninn on
acudir i prestarles elicaz auxilio, 4 pesar de laz malag condi-
ciones marineras de sus propios hugnes, pues anngque #6lo
hubisron de verificar und breve travesis pars aleangar 4 los
i:x[nu[[-:'.lnlj:tll'm-e quu, manidados por }innrﬂj’, {!Ep[-.]‘n.hnn wiixI-
lin, hicicvon tante agun i naves, yue fué preciso engallacias
¥ BOlo consiguieron ponet 4 selvo cunotas armss, basbimen-
tos, Jareine y velas eontenian, quedando goarceidos bajo toldos
mie de 20 hombres wlli reunidos, de los enales, comp éon
elocuente senviller diee Oviedo, log menod forparen & st pateia.

Tin aguel lugar permanecieron muehos mewses, ydisminuido
por mitad la geate, lus resbantes, aunque desalentados ¥ sin
fuerzas, s embarenron en dod bergantines v un caquife v par-
fieraon de aquel golio, al mando siempre do Jusm de la Cosa,
que lmbia podidy woportar, mejor gue los otros, tan duras
penalidades. Bajaron 4 tierrs en Zamba, v s hallaban
fan esecasos de recursos que, engadod por el hembre horri-
ble, no yacilaron algunos en matar 4 un indio & esaron ef
adadura & lo gustoron d coeer wmucke parfe del indio em wag
grande olla para Hever quescomer en ef batel doade whan lox
Mg ekfo hicieron.

Llegd In noticia de tan croento € increihle hecho § Joan
de Ia Cosa, despertandose en & los sentimientos de bondad
¥ energin gue en tantas seasiones demostrara, ¥ asl o8 gue,
aun cuando las circunstancias dificiles nmenguan siempre
el prestigio de la antoridad, y aquellos hombres exaspern-
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dos por log padecimmientos, sdlo abrigaban en. sus pechos
minlag padiones, no vacili en reprénderlos severamente, arro-
jande 4 tierra la olln en que e eotian homanos despojoe,
Decidieron en geguida alandowar aguel lugar {an deaproviety
de glractivog, sobre todo para aventurerce codieiosos de ri-
gquezas, ¥ despues de variues inirnetuosas tentativas, arriba-
ron - una tiers que elos de bodo punte desconocian.

Juan de Ja Coss ¥ Ledeging, al fronle de unox 30 hombres
di Jos wide decidides entre los 50 & que babin quedade redy-
cida ln geate, visitaron algunos paeblog, donde Lhallaron pro-
vigiones saficientes ¥ adquirieron In noticia ds que aguelln
coebi, con lanta fatiga alcanzada, erade laisla de Jamiica,

Apenng o supoJusn de 1a Cosa, despachd el hergantin,
unico hagos que lo quedaby, con rombo & Ia isla Eepaiiols, 0
tin de gua condujese & varios de gus compniieros, v entra sllos
lim inigrmpy, pennaveciendo & en egpera de Au regredo parm
trasdadecgs oon el resto de s gente a 1o misma igla, sohado
puerto de deseansy do sus continuadas € indecibles peaali-
dlsides,

Confiisto geave hubin de sorgie on breve para los gae & an
lade confinuaban, algo aliviados va con la ssperanze do -
llaz profito férmine & sas afapes.

Alentados los fndios ul ver so esease jdimero v redueido
armamente, concertaron dor & todoe muerfe, ¥ ¢oni tan dafindao
propiuilo se ofrecieron & guiarlos en su eamino, levando las
cargns, ul mivmo tiempo yne los animaban, cqn olresimiento
de proporginnaries abhundantes vitualing. .

Aeeptaron los incuubos vspufivles, pam los que la tradeidn
Iud siempre cosa diffeil de ponsae; mas bien provto ge aperei-
higron rle qoe eran victimes de una infame celnda. E] extraor-
dinario pumere deindios qoe de todas partes sendis con la
risnein eaperanss de hallar bodin fiil ¥ seguro, 1a ozadia do
#us gritoede guerrs, suceso exbmio el allog, de prdinario fi-
mideos & irregolutos, los condiciones intrincadas de loa lugures
gue beg obligabon & recorrer, 8 proposito para embosendas,
fueron todos indieies sulicientes gue horraron da doda en el
snimo de los espafioles, eonvencidos de la suerte gue leg ta-
nian prepavada. Ya prevista su intencidn, discutieron aceres
de las medidas gque convendria prevenir para evitur ol ricsgo
proximn; hubo pareceres varion, ¥ consultado €l capitin Le_




L,

deema por Junn de la Coso. expuso s opinitn en estos térmi-
nos: Sefter: o gue conviene hocerse, i guereis il Mok SEAERON,
ef prevder extoy gualro carigues. i alarlos, y deszolroy gandudes
wtdeniad fog gue pudideenc, porgie de ofra manera oy pepdi-
a3 guad iy ge tardase de haser, e mas peligro mas teremes,
Jorgne esfa genlte ek muche § cadie hora se awnentan € cisten wdy.

Aceptado ol dictamen, fué inmedintamente puesto on prie-
ties, verifleando la bruses prisién de Jos caciques, que prodajo
profinde pdaica entre log indins y sa complets dispersidn. Asi
conjurado ¢l inminente peligro, puidieren continuar su marchs
hiagta Ia costa, nosin perder algunos hombres en la fravesia
pues los indigenas asesinaban 4 eunntos detenian el paso ven-
cidos par log padecimienton. Al fin tuvieron la fortona de lle-
gar al bergautin, que habia venide costeando, 5 &n ol cunl
todos; despnés de poner en gencrosa libertad § Jos cariques,
padicron pesar 4 ladesanda il LKspnfiala,

Juan dola Cosa ragresd en 1506 4 |n Peninsula, apunas vo-
puesto e fan prolongadas fatigas. entrepanido sl Tosarero
Matieweo 491 508 maravedisss por el quinto que pertenecin al
Hey en el producto de’ los reseafas.

En este vije, en ol gue fomd parte o conoride uventurern
Luis Guerra, empezaron log indigenas & declarurse alijerts.
mente opuestos & lny inoursioocs de fga espalioles, mmanifeatin-
do tambidn Ins especinles condiciones de raza que halian de
merecer 88 dijern, en afios m Uy POBRTErIOres, gue fof fSuling we-
i Sk Buirn; Bibeit 80 ergiensa; comen sE wicn, f miaorei sin
wsedo.

Vi

en comisionns oficiales, Frimeramente volvid 4 embar-
% carse en 1567, mandando dos carabelas con objrto de
GEPErar ¥ convoyur las naos que Yenian de Indias, & lue conles
perseguia ol pirata vizeaina Juan de Granads, viendoss tam-
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bifn amenazadas por los portugueses. Eneargo del que &e de-
duee que fanta confianzy inspiraba gu pericia v eonoeimisnto
del arts de la navegaeion, como el valor ¥ Ialealtad 4 su pa-
trin que tenin fan bien demosbendn,

En el mismo afio de 1207, desecso el Rev Fernando de
reanimar €l egpiritn de inguieta curiosidad que inspiraba lug
peligrosas tentstivas de nuevos desenbrimientos, tendencia,
pommd haee sotar Nevarrete, moy debilitade 4 cansy de la pa-
ralizaviom observada en todos los ssantos de cardeter piblico
durante los tismpoes inmedintos 4 la muerte de Iz ilustre Reina
Catdliea, fawd é& o Corfe yue estaba en Hueyos, & Juean Dias
Solfs, Vigente Miier Pingin, Juan de lo Cosa y Awdrieco Vespu-
cio v, rennidos, quedd detsrminado gque convenia eontinuwr
degrmbriendn por tods la ecsta del Sur y poblar el terreno ya
reconanido desde Paria haecin Poniente on Costa Firme, con
enyo proposito, sostenido por el recelo qua la eorle espanola
guardnbia respecto de Pnrt.n;:nk;l_u;' procalio al apresio de cun-
tro eanrabelas, cometiéndose 4 Améries Veapueioel euidudy da
log aenpios, como dissteo en vllo,

Pinzon ¥ Ding Solis-salieron ol citado afio de 1507 de So-
Villa, con dos de ins naves; ¥ ln Cosa pariid dgnalments con
rumhbo, & las Indiss, y otras dos carsbelns, denomingdas
Huelon v Miaufe, siendo sus pilofos reapectivos Marfin de los
Reyes § duan Corren_ Jonp de Ja Cosa dejala va formodo e
padrén & carta E'EE:ELEI'R[ nfintitn gne an Hevilla cuidandogamen-
fo sedolineaha por la Casn de Contratacidn, con lus nueves
datos sportados por loz exploradores,

En este sexto viajg obfuvo aplansos ¥ mercedes reales por
valor de mas de 100000 muravedises, en conceplo de ayuda
de costar con ofrag signilicativas muesteran de apreeio, con-
firmandoss ademds & sn favory en Real Cédula de 19 de Junio,
ul ofieiode Algunéil Mavor da Urabd, gue le halia sido eonce -
difde eon fecha 3 de Aheil de 1505, Hien ea verdad qoe al regre-
sal di 6l en 1908, el producto de log rescates se elevd 4 191, TUR
maravedises: poryuoe, no eontentos los Reyes cun las mercedes
cobcedidas ctmi reconpensa, por hechos nobables 6 wilelanta-
wisnlos extracrdinarios obtenidos en los viajes de explora-
eidn, animaban & los que los emprendian, colmandoles antiel-
padamenté de particulares distinciones. Al €6 que con mokive
de lx nueva expedicidén que preparaba Junn de la Cosa e fue

3
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otorgads lieeneia, por Real Cédula, fecha an Valladalid 4 15
de Juniode 1607, pars levar dos eselavos 4 la isla Kspafiols; ¥
en otra de 17 de ipunl mes y afie, ge ondend 4 Diego Colon, 1e
disse un cneigue con sus indios, puea la Cosa iba acompanado
de st mujer, con ohjeto da ealablecerse delinitivamente en
aquelln colonin, segin unos, con el inico de cstar més cerca
de las tierras desconocidss ¥ no tener que atravesar con tanta
frecuencin &1 Atlintico, segdn otros.

1X

en 1500, hien ajene de que no yolveria 4 pizar ln madre
patria. TTizo rumbo & la Tepaiiola, llevando consigo en
virtud de la eapitulacidn qué firmé con cbjeto de pohlar en
tierra firme 200 hombres eseogidos, gnue tripulaban una nao y
dos hergantines. Fn Santo Domingo e prgo de scuerdo eon
Ojeds, concierto que ammentd In expedicion eon etra bhugue 'y
100 hombves, ¥ ambos parfieron de agnella isle el 10 de No-
viembre, apompandindelos €] gran Pizarro. Acreditd en esta
oeasion Juan de o Coza Jag eondiviones de gu cardctar persusn-
sive cuanto enérgico, poniendn paz entre Ojeds y Nicuesa,
que ae hallaban revueltos coa motivo de los Serminos de los
cstados que correspondinn & In respective juriediccion  de
cads uno, ¥ los cusles, con el parceer de Junn de Ta Cosa, 0
couformaron, La razonable proposicidn consislio en marear
loa limites de los gobiernos respectivos por el Rio Girande
del Darian, uno al Eate v otro al Osete.

Iba Juan de la Cosa de logarteniente, conarveglo i In vo-
lintad del Rey, que asf lo preseribit en la ecapitulacion frata-
dn, ordenando expresaments que en las partes donde no es-
tuviese Ojeda, fuese la Cosa cupitin de su majostad; por ma-
nera que, como dies Oviedo, terrible enemigo dela Cosa, pees



T

ef New ge peordd de Johei e fa Cose, ¢ wandd d Haojeda, por
e ptieslo capifuls gus fo Heeose consigo e lo Sorma g diche, ge
furd  par sersido de lo gwe halie ya hecko anles eu oaguslia
casta, Y porgue ero dicstre on Ie gine & ralia lax eosor de
aiuella fierre.

Funesfa [ud, por eierto, la decision de Ofeda de padiv do 1o
Fspaiwla en 1510, baciéndoso ncompahior por Jusn de e
Cosg, con objeto de poblar cn Herra firme, para lo cual tenin
privilagio.

Lessmbarearon en Unrtagens, lngar de ln gobernacion de
Cljeﬂn,_ pero habisn  dejpdn wa de zor los ind:l'g-nnu.i: ufpueiion
geres gencillos, coyve dnimo, fuertemente impresionado por el
cetriaplbo de les armas espafiolse, ol brillo de sus preseas, v lo
deanonocido ia low medicg de defenss que empleaban, les
hasian cousiderar o low expedicionorics eomo sobeenaburales
gered, codinndo A su volontnd pomieos v obedientes. Avooe-
timhrados va 2l frecnente fralo con los eargpeos v conoeedo-
res do gus debilidedes;, fmexlinguible avaricia ¥ comstante
erpeldad y dureza, reeurriernn co vaTiag ceasiones & laa armas
gin lemor niesearmiento por el revuro castigo gue recibiun.
Afinduge 4 estas virennslancias que los paturales de la cozta
arj quie decidit desembarene Ojeds, se hallaban muy exaspes
el s eon o conducta de alpunes espatioles y particulormen-
te 1 de Oristdbal Gueres, que los habia causado prandes ma-
lez en afios anteriores; por lo gue saahedor de estas circonstan-
eing Juzn de ln Cosn, como tambidn de que aguellos indios nea-
ban en Hug peleas empoaccfiados dardos, aconssjé A Ojedniness
dpoblaren sl golio de Urabi, donde fiuvola Cosa desde un prin-
eipio relaciones muy swistodas con low naturales, acostum-
brandoles &l eambio comereial, heneliciosod unos v 4 olros.

Desalendio Ojeda tan prodente parecer; ¥ apenas veribioa-
do ¢l desembargue, dispuse la internacion de la genbe 4
gangre v fhego, & hizo en les indigenas horeibles esteagos,
hasta gue, desbandados los espaficles por el constante nidn
gue #ilo les permifis pensar en los més faviles medios de
enriquecerse # toda costa, tuvieron que declararsaen retira-
da después de continuados y sangrientos combates, en los
que gl guedd & gran altura ol valor personal de los espa-
finlea, fueron éstos completamente desbaratados, sin que de

“ellos escaparan, ¥ eso por ligereznde pics, més goe Ojeda
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¥ Diego de Ordax, amparados en su huids por la eclva
Juan de la Cosa loged con sus voces v apelaciones al amor
yropio, agrupar & ocho de log fugitives. con loe que, en un
supremo esfuerzo de valenila inereible, lizo tremendo des-
trowo entre log salvajes,

Pero lus indigenas afiuian cada ver ou mayor nimoern y
con mas terribles alientos: por eada muerto que rodaba
atravesado de bales, surgion do [a espesura diez vivos que em-
pufiaban al punto les arcos v dardos. Al fin acorralaron &
Junn-de la Cosa y sus herdicog compaferos, v foeron cuer-
po i coerpo matindolos 4 todos, stendo el Altimo en defen-
derse ¥ en suevmbir ol valeroso Jouan de Ia Coss, material-
menfe acribillado de lLeridas, eubiorio de sangrs, con mds
dr veinte Heclins envenenadas en sn cuerpo.

Lu eatsstrofe sueadio ol 28 de FPelirero de 1510.en lo que
Lok on Venezuels,

Hé agoi edme la-deseribe tambien Fray Vedro Simdn:

Suan da fie Oosn dazo pactie g Diego de Ordad poen dar otdi
Hajeda o (6yrando con $a8 cocek o reconréncionss detendy d solo
geln cofn ok, B2 ended jor medio de (o bdrlaros desirvdos he-
piendo wwa crwel malaaza; vy cargendoen An, gran fuerse de
anlvaies sobre elloy, legieron gue redirarse pave o ser o feddidos &
wit Dndio gue descaloieran donde peletron valerosemente hasgia
gue, vieledd Juan de ln Cose eaer ddnerlos & suy compaderos, ¥ gue
&l gaiknin. olvavesado con-inds de veinte fechas envencnpday, e d
pegivar al momento, se velird al gealavse lo guarabota y rindid la
wida af fneorporarie con log fuyos,

En parecidos ttrminee refiere ¢l heeho o] Padre Las Casns:
Jaon dede Cora (dice) pieldse en wna chezae gue balld sta Merba
deseobiifada, 4 £, seqiin pudo con algwnes de fox suyes o deseodi-
Joren porgre ne fof guemasen, arrinedo d la wmadera ¥ pedeanda
hasta gue anle pud ofoe vide fodes sus compaileror caiday mucrios,
¥ 6 gue sendin en 3 obrar fa Merba de wuchas seelodas gue fenls
por gu enerpeo, dejdse caer de deswmeiiudo: vido ceron de & wno e
log suyod gee earonilmente peleala, ¥ yue we le hallaw dervocads,
§ difiier—pues gne Thos hasle agpore a8 fg guordado, lermang,
ef forgaos ¥ salveos, o decid ¢ Flojeds como wre defoiy af calo,

Lipez de Gomara afirma: que foe comido jor fox fadive ef
cedauer del pilole. -

Pero fal versidn egtd contradichy, entre otros muchoes, per
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Herrera, gue reflere que cunndo Degaron en su - socorro algu-
nog companerod al mando de Ojeds que, aaxiliado por Ni-
cuost, habin padido rehacerse, foparen con el sierpo de Juan de
L Tome, gue estada pade un Arvlol coong un Erigo aseclado, pergue
e fa gerva poncoipss debin de eslar Rinchedo o digforme, § cof
algunas espanfoses feclidudes; por lo owal crectd tonto wiedn en dog
cagtellianos gee ap hada honbrs gue aguslla aucke alit osare
gueday,

Lo mismo aeoge Navareete, qow dice: AL Negar Nicwesa i
Cavtagena salieron & recidirle fos hateles de la armada de Thjeda,
Fim formado de 0 fiambos suceson orurridos, sands Sesearla; ¥ ol
perde lealmash g recibin eon wnche amor § genecoduiady ofvecio
agyudarle & bugear & fo Cosa i & eengor In pdedida de loe dewes.
Muowtaron ambos & calnfio, ¢ ton S0 fombres v dok dieerwnics
gorpreadieson de nocke o puelilo de Purdace ¥ los indios qoe
ereian huber seahado con todos loy wepuiolos, quoe log despe-
duzabin ¥ nin (uemaban sus cases sl s acoginn & olins, que-
dabun espontados; subre todode los eaballos, que velan por
Ia primera ves. Dijose que del bolin ¥ saquoen que siguid, eu-
pieron & Niguesa ¥ los suyoe 70 castellunos. Hallaron ol ener-
po de Jiung de in Coea atudo & un fdrbol, hacho un erivo de
gaetas, linchade v horrorosamente disfornls por aleeto de da
yerbn ponzofioss.

3 & coneluyd 1a vids del valeroso cupitin ¥ eabio na.
bl vozante con In nds glovigss muerte que un solda-
e do puede apeteser, dejande lmprego su nombre en
los anales historices de lan eounuista de lss lIndias, donde
hrillapd siempre con inextinguible esplendor.

No fué, ciertamente, insensible la corona & tan grande
perdida, pues los Reyes se vieron privados, cun profunda
penn, de los consejos del sabio cosmdgrafo, que en i telln
iﬁ}mﬂa gozabu de cxeelente reputacion, no solo en Fapada,
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sino en Portuzal ¥ otras naciones ¥ de los leales servicios del
rapitin que no vacild un woments en ofrecer g vida en holo-
caugto por la patria.

Apiea fueen 1511, al congeder mercedes diversas 4 los
pobiladares, mandaron gui no se tocase en los fudios de Nicue-
gu ol de la €osn, v por Real Cédala expedida 4 2 de Abnl del
mismo afio, ordenaron ol Tesorero dola Casa de Contratacion
delas Endins, entragass 4 1a viodn de Joan de Ja Cosa 45.000
maravedises, parn eyuda del ensamiento desn hija moyor:
cantidad cuve pagd consla to documenios oficiales, asl como
Tus salarios devengudes por el capifin que, segin datos suten-
tienz, gownba ¢l galario de 40,500 maravedis anuales.

La noticin de le muerte de Joan de la Cosa, eaned en Fs-
puiia profundo dolor. Hiciérongele hourng finebres y se le pro-
dignron eloging que recogieron ¥y noa han teansmitido varios
biztorindores,

Ademba de Colén que, & pesar de sus resentimientos no po-
din menos de calificarle de Jeindee kibif, ¥ que siempre le luvo
como una eminencia an ol nrte de la navegacion, reliviendo
gue levnhn consigo e of primer € segundo vie;e maestros de car-
fae de marear . wuy buensy pilotos, los mds jamores, quel supo
esvager en ln Armada grande guel trujo de Castilla, el Fadree Las
(Inznz le denominn grane pifols; Herrera, ¢f niejor piioio gue ha-
bia por aquellos mares, hombre de gran valer i de servivio} Lapex
de Gomars, experts wmarinero; Ferodindez de Oviedo, hombre
diestee en {as cosas de mar € valiente d¢ yu persong; Washington
Lrving, marisers de smucko sombre y diseipuds del AMmirante;
Kohl, fameso pileto § ditijante de mepas, y Aliimaments la
Teina 1" Tsabel, en 1a Real Cédula fechada el B de Juliv de
1503 on Alenld, oeupindose da los ofrecimisntos de Bastidas
diee: yo serie wds servida guel dicho Juan de ln Cosa flciese este
BiA € POTYRE £YF0 QUE LU BATHA FACKR MEJOWQUE OTHO ALGUNO
¥4 Cristdbal Guerrs, le nTiadia en otra ocasitn: — en (o de nave-
gar yo le mandurd gue s¢ vija gor (o gue paresciere ol dicho Juan de
It Cosa porgue 8¢ gue 03 bowmbre gue sabrd bicn lo que ALONES] AYE.

La pusteridad ha confirmado el fallo, teniendo & Juan da la
Cosa por uns de las sstrellas mas limpidas ¥y esplendentos
que brillan en la constelacion de los descubridores espaficles.




DESCRIPCION E HISTORIA
DE LA TAMOSA CARTA GEOGRAFICA

IE

Guan de la (Gesa

'E}} gue deberiis 4 la. anbiduria ¥ ]Lnbﬂlflad II.’IE:l COnsu-
mado cormograty Jusn de la Cosn. ¥ que hoy, dia se guar-
da ¥ casi vencra on ¢l Muzeo Naval de Madrid.

Fate valiogo € inapreciable oviginal, estda delineado sobre
pergaminn, on dos pieles que, unidas por el ape menor for-
marien unrectingulo de 183 m. de longitud por (36 m. da
altura, & no haberse redondeado la parte snperior, con olijsto,
gin duda, de embellecer la formn del conjunto y suprimir es-
patiogque habiag de ocupar regioned desconoeidas del recién
desrnbierto continents smericano.

Sfrve como eje mayor de semejante rectingula, el tedpico
de Cianeer (Caners), siendo el punto carding] Osste ol extremo
guperior, en el cual, tocando el aren de circulo gue remata s
firnca del dosnmento, hay ofvo rectingulo pequeiio, 4 manera
de cuadrado eon marco, que confiene una etigie de San Cris-
tdbal en el acto de pasar ¢l rio apoyado en nn garrote de pine
¥ llevando en ¢l hombro al Nifio Jesis; alusion evidenbs y
clara & Cristébal Coldn, Varios han sido los gue han supuesto
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ijue In carn del Santo ps ol verdaders rotrato del ﬁ_lmimnte, ¥
en realidad, tantas rozones hay para aflvimsrcio eomo para ne-
zarlo.

Al pid del enadrito conteoedor de lx imagen, ge lve una
tnseripeidn gne dice:

Jean e fo enfe fe fizo en el puerid
el S " dn gy e TRO0,

Mésabnjo, en la linen del wjo mismo,-hay vns gron ross
de que parten diex ¥ sels arrbmbamientos, siends notabie
que, € eentra, reté sdornado eon la impgen de In Virgen,
hachs por distinia maso gne la de San Oristobial . indueiendo
i treerlo nsl, o stk la mayor perfeceion del dibujo, gino
el eatar veearlada do un grrmbada sabre papel, pegada des-
pnés sobre of pergromine & fluminada con colores & fobor
de 4oda o demsis,

Kl miswo procodintdento dabit smplear el artista con el
paciilo da armus roalesounese ha despegedo ¥ perdido, Tes-
tamrda gdlo ol cundrado gue oenpaba on la parte inferior.

Aunqoo no sea delieado ol pincel enlas figuraz, aeredibe 1a
envia ol tindbajo minucieen ¥ pacienzudo, y ol lniode oroy co-
lores enn gque se Wheian las mejores de aguells époen, eiendo
en comparagiin de las grabadas aliora, lo gize ersn Ins Bililias
de minintura en relaciin con las impresas. Bl mayor ¢nidado
dil e rf,:';gm%r, Izez en ln bellezs v elnridad de las leyendas, es-
prifus oon Hintas 4@ eolor varinde, sobre todoen lae principales
gue sefinlun las partes del M undos Afeica, Kwrogo, Azig, 71
ceritral del Mare Oveanum, eaprichoga ¥ elegantemente tra-
wadag,

En todos nguoellos parages o tierrm adentro, que podia
aproyveshar gin temor de enlorpeeer los arrumbamientos del
pilote, hize mayor gala de fandasia el colorieta, poniendo en
las eupitales de imporfancia ¥ en los purrfos copeurridos, ca-
tedrales, castilios, murallas ¥ edilicaciones caprichosas: en
cads reing eoloed las efigies dr los sobernnos reinantes yesli-
dos e sus atributos ¥ aun slguncs sentados en el trono: en
Tahilonin puso 1a famosa torre: o loe confines del Mur Rojo,
#ln reing da Saba Ulandiendo una espada: atravessndo el
Asin, & log tres Reves magos, guiados por la egtrella ¥ eami-
nando enballeres hacis Siria.

=
-
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Dignas de particnlar atencidn pon, en «l extremoe Oriens-
te, denteo de log dominics del gran Koy, las figuras de un
ha=ibre g0, caliesa, con log ojosen loa pechos ¥ 1o boca en el
patdmago, ¥ I do otre con lwekeo s peryo, Por los letrerod
. tfat; B Mugot, puede sospecharse que aluden & los perso-
najes ‘bildicos ¥ guo, 4 la vez, represenian agoellos mons-
truos que entsndis Coldn, en su primer viaje, cxigtian en la
iala de Cuba, eonfimdida en su imaginacién con las fierrns
de Cipango ¥del Catay, ¥ que apavecen deseritos par Mareo
Tolu cp lanarracidn dosus aventuras.

A todo Io Iurgo de las costag, indied Juan de In Uesy pon
péfiros In dircecidn de los vientos prineipsles; retratd las nnos
¥y earpbelng de au tieinpo, segpnn la pineions idad rﬂa]runﬂw,
valifndose, por eoalumbre, de ins banderas, pary pappoeificar
la pertencneis ¥ posesidn e los puertos y Jos islos. FPor esin
solg circnnetinein, serin yn doenmenlbo de gran pregiv—dice
ol Br. Fercindez Duea, de quisn fomames estas nolicins—no
eabicndo dada peereade o -.l;1t#n.rividn{1 de mus indicuciones,
v ha dereporbur utlidad 4 Ja historin, comn 4 1o arguealogia
vl indumentaris, of din en gue felmente veprodieddo cn {ie
LRI ehraln, e esbfudiave con wds delene felt i et od tobad
gae fapta ahore. Censidn que ya ha llegado, can 1s WROIO Do,
publicacion que del Mapa han hecho log Sres. Canovos Valle-
jox Traymar.

Por complemento decorativo ¥ ayuda al cdleuls de las de-
rentag; parten de lns rosas de lod vienbor, lineas de colorves
distintos que oo #u pristing eufido, alsgrarian lo vista.

N{ noesld grdusdn la Carta ni en regulur conturmidad
S con las modernas on In figur, siendo diflenTlose ¢l exa-
1;:;} men minucioza v In determinaciin de alguncs punics,
no tante por 14 eomparacion nnalitien de documentos moder-
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nes comao por lag injuriag del tiempo, que algo han alferado Ia
conliguraciin de In superficie del plano, los pertiles de la costa
¥ lns letras de loz nombres, sungune no esta; en geneenl, en
mal estmdo de conservacidn,

Comprende porcomplelo & Europn 7 Afrieny & una gran
party dal Asia, delineadas son rara perfeccion, dades los cono-
eimienios da ta époen. Ningunoe parcee haber eseapads & la di-
ligencin del cartdgrafo al forusar Lo que, dicho queda es Hapg-
wdt O representacién del mando explerade por eoropeos al

acabmr el siglo xv, Pero lo que congtiture principalmente ga -

importancis, lo que eleva el pergaming & In categoria de ma-
fugeestto que juatamente se le ha coneedidn, es la representa-
cidn de Ias Inding oocidentales en Ios momentos de sn inven-
cidn ¥ primeros reconocimicntos; éx ol trazndo de las islas
Antillagy de la Costa fiome americana, deade ol ricde las
Amazoneg hasta Panamd, con aproximaeitn 4 ln vesdad que
wuestra ¥ enaltecedn pericia de los pilolos espanoles en log
dins ci gue s8agentd esta pledra fondamental pars 1w historia
de sus maravillosas expedisiones maritimas

Ha conservado eseritog los nowhres primitivos, entre log
fue eg curioso apun by por principsles lon de Coste gnegade &
Mar dules, disewrridos & Invista del delfa del Orinoro; Chsle do
lag Perias v dsle Muargelide, puegtos & los lngures vn que resca-
turon el slorng predilecto de las damae; fsfa ded Brosid 4 las
que les proporeiond muoestras del palo de linte; Boee def Drg-
g aquella de Trinidad por donde temerosaments ruge la do-
rrienfa; Fenezwels 6 pequelin Voneoia, al golio de Maraeaibo,
donde vieron pueblos constraidos sabre €l ngua, cou ofros que
por &l solos manifiestan impresiones, como fafe de (Figanfes,
Calo e Spere, fslade ln Posesidn, Riv de Vaciaberriler, Cabo
SHeehadn, Rio dele Holyawsa, eto,, eto,

Es gorprendente gus In Cosa conociera 7o loa viajes reali=
zodos por Sebastian Usaboto en LR, cou pormenores suficien=
tes }nru delinear la costa donde dice mar descubierts por digle-
se8, 0 pen en Nueva Escocin v Labrador, eseriblende nombres
que. no ¢ han consecvade: Code de figlalerrg, Lisarte, Son
Jorge, Sante Lucia...

© ¥ ain admira mas que completara la figura de Cuba, Co-
Idn mismo no legd d saber que fuera izla, ni hobo de ello segu-

ridad, hasta que por urden del Rey envid el Comendador ma-

LT w el
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vor Nicolas de COvando, con especial encargo de hojearls, 4
Hehastidn de Oeampo, como lo verified en 1LOK. Herrera, von
vista delos doeumentos del Congejo de Toding, 1o hace conatar
nal enosn Décads 1.7, Libro % Cap. 1.7 Sin embargo, para
Junn de la Cosn era evidentemente fasile ocho afios antes,

Comeiderndoe los toscos instrumentos de la navegacidn en-
tonces ¥ log escases olementos qued Lordo ge levaban, serie
mucho exigir gue ln sitnaciin geogrifies de los lngares spare-
ciera gin ereor, coma al cabode enatro sigles, no sin prolijo
trahajo, ln déterminan los hidrogratos.

Precigamente o que al presente suesta y signilica In exac-
titud de posiciones, sirve para apréciar la labor relevante y
admirshle del qie, como dice ol Sr. Ferndndez Dure, inmorta-
lizd an nombre pou esta sola obr.

i

-gm..m_m_r ¢l lwmoss Mapa en Octubee de 1800, al mismo
i j tiemnpo qoe coneluin o Edad Meadia, slboreando ya el
siglo xv1, debid avehivarse on la Oasa de la Contrata-

eidn de Sevitla, donde de orden del Rey Caldlieo se guardaban
todos, formando unn especie de padrin, o acca de des Daves.
Dehid passr después al Archivo de lndias de Sevilla, al goo
fueron & parar todog log docuimentos, planos, eartas, ete., de
la antigua Casa de Conbratneidn. De alli es probable que se
sneara pars algin monasterio, cosa que no Nos parses extrala,
dada la gran influencia que en In époea disfrotaban las drde-
nes mondsticas v los Prelados. El mieme Pedee Mirtir refiers
que en €l niio 1514, ven una visita goe hizo al Obispo de Bar-
oa Juan Fonssea, tavo ocasion de ver en el gabinete en que
iz reeibido, una hermosa carta marina de Joan de la Coss.
Nadarefiere, & In verdad, de socontenido, y no puede, por
tanto, sostencree, que fuera el famose Mapa-Mundi; pero fam-
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poen gerin cnerdo negar en ahsolute la pesibilidad de que si
foees, W, en Glimo férmino, el dato npuntado demuvesta Ia
tacilidud enn qoe se ancaban de Bevilln los mapas ¥ planos que
Thon Fernande mandabs aveluvar, ¥ easi explisn In desapori-
eidn temporal del inmorlal documento; yue,” indndablemente,
fué robnds v levade d Franeia, i nd darante Ia guere e In
Indegendencia, como ha Negado & afirmar on eradifo eseritor,
i fiempo-al menesde quo lo degenliriers en una slmopeda e
ingirne gadgralo Bardn de Walekenaer ¥ lo adquiricia para
formar parte de s0 wagniticn coleecidn de mapas, eorfas de
marcar, planos ¥ tnda especie de curiosidndes en la lisforia
de la vienein 4 lo qoe consagralin sus desvolos ¥ so tnlento.

Tra & ln saxdn el referido Eardn de Walekenper, Ministro
Planipalrneiario de Tlolandw en Paris, 7 apenas tavo sn so
poder el Mapa-mundl del pilotn espniol, didlo & eonocer con
entnginsin elogio en vl civeudn de hililiofilos de que constan-
temianbe ge hallabn rodeado, emitic Inicio Inndatorio an datra-
dueciin de In obra incless de Finkerlon ¥ gouerosamente con-
gintid qne lo examinasen y copisaen s hombreg afcionnion
& la mizma cepeeialidud,

El primero quo parece haber nfilizado ln tolerancia {ua el
gnbio Tardy de Umbaldl trazando exiensomente de ia Curba
de Juan de la Cosa en 1a infrodoccién y el tomo V desu fea-
wrn eritigue de I Histoire de o Géographiv du Nowvean ponlinent,
reproduciondoln al far-giartte oo el Atlas geoprifieo y lisicn de
sul vinjes.

Mr, Jomard, conservador del gabinete eartografico de la
Eiblinters Imperinl de Paris, hive ofta reprodneeion en tegro
qun ferma parle de la Colleetion des aronttinents de la geograyhie
dwe mrayen dge. Tl Viseonde de Bantarén se limitc, en la grande
ohra que divigis por orden del Gohierno de Porbugal, & estam-
par en copin la purte del maps dedieads al rootinente sixien-
no. Mr. Charton insertd en sua Foyages ancieds of mederaes
prabado on madern, un fragmento de ln parte de Amirien
ridueide i pequedia esealn, ateniéndose ou ol texto al eriterio
de Mz, Denis ( Nunwelie bisgraphic généeaie) entusinsta admirn-
dor del wutdgradn de Juan de la Cosa, que estimala como #o-
numento de lo carfogro /e primitiva del Nuevo Munedo; ¥, de con-
formidad, lo juzgaron MM. Ternaux Compans, de la Ho-
quette, ¥, cn geoernl, coantee han featado de la material con-
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densando los pareceres M. Vivien de Saint Martin sl eseribir
en la Histoire de la Geographie yue Juan de fo Cosa, maring de
Jax mds experios i cortografode log ida habiles de su tienipo, dejo
monumeants geogrilles gue basts para inmorfalizar sa nom-
Lire, toda vex foe su Mapa-tiundi representa admirablemente
las naciones cunocidas en su tiempo, no sdlo de las tierras
nuevas del Oeste, gino del eonjunto del gloho terrestre. Esta
iiltima noticia, que, cual la mayor parte de lss que 4 Juan de
In CoEn se refieren, hemos tomado del Sr. Fernindez Dueo,
egtd terminantemente contradicha por el misme Sr. Verndn-
dez Dure, que, segin el Br. Leguina, v nosntras hemos podi-
da eomprobar, dice en su articnlo de Joan de la Cosa de la
ohra monumental Wuseo expaiol de entipiedudin._. 20 e¥ feilo
adinitie gue dgnore la cxistencis de docwmento de tod Gmporiapcis
quien de qmymﬁ’r: ge orwpe o nucalros diue, 4, por lo tanle, eo-
rwkjoide menvienar al Jado de aguélins, lo obra recients de mon-
wtews Vivienne de Suiits Martin, obra de pretengiones giee ol thindo
vevela, de gran fujo tipagrd fico, con Adlas crewme- filngva fads, en
e afvoce tdva e ez Cartas dewayor antighedad § wrdvito, BIN
MENCIGN BIQUIERA DE La DE JUAN DE LA CuSA.

No obetante ln contradiceidn, nosotros npinamoe ygoe la
verdwlorn opinidn es ls manifestada sgol en primer Jugar,
wungue el erodito Sr. Dura no Ia hays sustentade haste hace
oo TIEmO.

IV

chmrn’n el Mapa-mundi an poder del Bardn de Waleke-
b uner, ¥, corriendo el alio 1858, civenld entre los bildid-
filos I noticia de su wmerte v el anuneiv anticipalo de
venta en gubasta plibliea de muchos papeles del estudioso di-
plomatico,

El remate debin comenzar el 12 de Abril, y deseribiendo el

"o -
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catdlogo lus piezns ruras ¥ mids cnriosas, eefialaba al frente
de todo In Carte de Juan de la Cosa, que el difonto projhetarie
considerabn ¥ tenin por el iy infgresante forgudjo gesgrdfco
gie pog a lepedo fo BEded Modio.

11 8¢, 1), Bumidn dela Sarrn. autor de 1o Historia politica ¥
natiral de la lsla de Cula, zrande amigo que fué ds Waleke-
naer, yapreciador del Mapa, de que no gdlo hubia heeho men-
eidn én ®l proemio geopriliea de sa obra, sino que habia tau-
bida reprodacide @ insertndo on ella paleo de toda la parts re-
intiva al Nvevo Munde, comunicd en seguida el anuncio de
ventn 4 distintis persopas y dirigio al Ministro de Marina una
exposicidn oficial, razennnde ln conveniencia de que volviera &
ger propiednd del Esfado tan preciozo mapa orvigion], proba-
dor do lue conoeimienios clentifieos de qae estaban detndos
log mnreantes capafioles compaiieros de Colon en el deseulici-
miento ¥ explormeion de las Tndiae ovendanteles,

Fl Ministario do Mariua indiod al de Estado procurase guo
ln Legueido de Easpafia en Pariz adquiriers ol mapa d= Josn
de 1n Cosa por cuenta del Nepdsito de Hidrograiin de Madrid,
f euvo archive se destinnba desds lusgo.,

tlomisionada ol referido Sr. La Sagren para sgisgiir & lesa-
bastn, desputs domil dileultndes § trogiezos, por presentarse
tuinbito & 1o puin muchos partlcolares ingleses v rugos, v aun
un represeniante de lu Biblintees Tmperial do Paris, [o¢ nece-
gariamente subsendo el precio dol snhelado domamentn liasia
Ftindrn Weil bresetentos vefafidn frances, en cuyo tipo fué adjudi-
eadno il Sr. La Sagea, qoe no se recald de deeir 4 enantoes gui-
sioron egencharle, estaba decidido & pagar por ¢l Mapa fuera
In exorbitanein que foern, sin limitacion de ningan género,
por copstituir ¢l asunto cuestidn de amar propio pars el Go-
biernn Espaiiol.

Llegado & Espafis el Mapa-mundi, se ofrecid i la pablics
curiosidad en el Mupseo Naval, Gabinete de Descubridores
subios marinos, insertiodose en el Catdlogo la siguiente no-
ticia:

Num. 354, —Carte de la parte correspondisile & (o
Amdrive, gue levantd ol pifoto Juan de la Cosa en ef se-

guido vinpe dol descubrider geaoves en 1403, v er la ex-
pedividn de Alonse Qjeda en dicho ano, Sustratda de Fs-
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paria, {a paseda ol Bardn de Walckenaor, cuyos festameni-
tavias la vendieron on publica afmoneda; v o adguiris el
Depbwito Hidrografice, Su director, gue fud ol Sr. 0, Jor-
g Lasso de da Vega, tura la condeseendencin de gue ze de-
positaze rn osle Musen, LT gt el piabdico Pusda EEy i
documentn tan ewrios o e merito, con relacidn o ln dpoca
on gue ye hizo,

Dicade su inatalaeidn, hasta la fecha, ¥ no obetante la mnl-
titud de preciosidades ¥ reliquing quo atesora el rigoisimo Mu-
gea Naval de Madrid, el Mapa de Joan de I Cosa viene §
econstituir ol oo de la eoleceitn, siendo admirade por cuantos
In vigitan.

Haein el afio 1875 se reprodoio tan preciada reliquin, aun-
fjueen pequeiio ¥y Bin otro color qhe el negro, (dedico. gue ae
fiene ol ovigesnall en la yo wencionmds obra Wvses Erpaiol de
antighedades, dustrando el articulo rico de noticise ¥ datos
yne cseribic en elln el Br D, Cesdreo Perndndes Duro,

Posleriormente se hinn sacndo algunas copias fotogrrificns,
en extrema deficientes, pare apreciar por ellas la valia del do-
CuImento; ¥, ¥4 en el mismo afio de ia publieaciin ds] preser-
ta Libro. In Revista bitulada £ Cenfenade ofvecid & sus sus-
criptores nua pequedn reproduceion foto-lilogrifien, ilumineds
deplorablemente, que sobro peseer snormes inexactitudes en
el tolorido, ne sirve parn estudiar con fruto o] famoso Mapa,
toda vez gue, no e posible lear ni un solo letrero de los varios
wiles gue contiene repartides en Ing costas, ¥ aun an el inte-
rior de los contiventes ¥ que tan interesnntes son por mualti-
tud de coneeptos.

La imyportaneia indigentible de la Carta ¥ ol no existir de
ella ni unn sole reprodyecidn que satisfagra del todo el logiti-
ma anhelo de los erudites, movio 4 los Sres. Cinovas Vallejo
¥ Traynor, de Madrid, 4 publicar una copin exacta, camerada,
fidelisima, gin vmitiv ningin detalle, ni en el tamaiio, ni en
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el colorido, ni en los desperfcetos: de tal suerfe, en sumn, que
el poseedor de un ejemplar, pueda estodiar sobre &, lo-mis-
mo que sobrs el original.

No necesitamus encarecer Jos merecimientos de seme-
jante empress, hoy eoronada por ¢l mibs rolosal de los dxiton.
Nos remitiinos en absolute 4 In copin que tan sedialado faver
i obtenido del pablico, 5 que tantos aplausos ha hechn re-
sonar en las cineo partes dal Mundo.




ESSAI BIOGRAPHIQUE
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(EDITION FRANCAISE)
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TAT
Mononré Tabart d' Elthoun
Professeur de frangais a I"Athénée de Madrid.

I

g titre dlessal Diographigue donné & oo teavail n'est pias-
®h un eapricienx étalage d'hypocerite modestie.

g CPeat au contraive le soul qoi convienne parfarte-
ment 4 la série de rengeignemrnte réunis eb exposds dans un
ordre Hgovreusement chronologique, ayant frait 4 Pilluatre
auteur de la premitre Mappemonde dessinés ici-bas, Mais, si
erg eonrtes notes suifisent heurcusement, pour {aire comprom-
dre Ia prapdene b les méritea de Juan de Ia Cosa, aiusi que
quelques ditmils de sa vie sccidenice et les mille provesses
fqu 1l m:cnmp]il‘, elieg sont loin cependnnt de constiluer 8o
gu’en fermes propres ¢f concrets on appelle une véritable big-
graphic.

lL.es érudits gui ont voulu rechercher des données pomplé-
tes et dignes de fol sur Pexistence de 'immortel marin, se
gont henrbés tong, absolument tous, nnx mimes ohstucles, e
gont vis enveloppés dans les mémes ombres.

Teg higtoriens des Indes, Lopez de Gomara, Herrera et
Ferntnder d'Oviedo, firent les preaniers, mention de geg vova-
ges on mer, des gérvices qu'il rendil 8 'Eepagne ot méme de

4
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si prodigieuse habiletd dans la constroction des Cartes ma-
rined.

1. Martin Pernindes de Naverrets eut la gloire de réipan-
dre un pen plus de lumiére gur la vie du géographe et du na-
vigatenr émule de Colomb, cu publiant dans ea Colleciion de
Voyages ef de Décougertes une foule de documents au jour je
jour, de etdiules royales, ds lettres ou de gestiops Jndicisires,
oit Juan de la Cosa nous apparait, tuntét comme marn, pa-
tron et propriftaire de Vaiesenux: tantit comme Pilote et Ca-
pitaine dans les cxpéditions de Colomb et A'0jedn; plus loin
eomims envoyé de la Reine 1), " Isabel, ef, dans guelques oeca-
sinud, recevant des propositions de déevuvertes, muis toujours
comme un marin expérimentd el un pilote des plus habiles.

Le ¢ilebre érndit condopsn en nutre, et mit en ordra les
doonments prieédents-dans son ouveage posthoma qui n pour
titre Ribfiothigue Maritime Fepagnoley ajoufant encore les
détaile que sa seience indpuisable Ini fournissait et eonati-
tnant enfin, sinon la seule, du moins T plus compléte source
ot s8 sont vis ohlipés de puiser les hiographes moderace, tels
que Sala, Charton, Dadel et plusieurs sutres. Plus tard, on &
refrouvé dans les Archives de Bimancas, quelgues papiers el-
visux, Telntifs & Juan de Ta Conn qui ont été publida dans la
Cuilection des documents hislorigues powr fervir & U Histoirs
d' FBupagne, collection encore un pen sogmentie par celle de
Muhoz: Frtraile des papiers dee Arehives des Tndes:

Mais, out eela réuni, et comme le disent &i bien mesaicors
D. Enrigue Leguina et D, Cosfires Ferndandez Trero; le pre-
mier dans son Btede Hographigue de Juan de la Cosa, lo der-
nior dans son cuvrage intituld Mwedde espagnol d'anfiguilds,
n'est pag enffizant pour connaitre ¢n détail la vie complete du
Pilote et du Capitaine,

Lt si quelgue titve manguait au grand Navigateur, pour
ohtenir la edlébrité que lui & méritée 'imnnortelle carte qui
porte son nom et ol pour ls premiire foig fit degsing lo con-
tinent amérienin, il suffirait pour Ini accorder ceite juste -
lébrité de le contempler & teavers les ombras gui enveloppent
gon exigtence, car epg omhbres, nous le montrersient dane les
proportions giganteanques que revét toujonrs le mystére.

(u'on n'sille paseroire pour cels, que nous allons nous
laigser emporter dans le monde de la fantaisie, et raconter lea
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exploita d'un héree de légende, paut-ftre fabulenx. Nom, tout
ce (ue nous dirons, tout co que nous allons rapporter, est par-
fpitement démontré, prouvé, par une infinité de pibces an-
thentiques. C'eat de 1histoire , et non pas du rorman.

) pi: ouTes les recherches faites par un illustre file de Sun-
=eld- tander, déji nommdé, dans le but da retrouver "'sete de
% naissanco de Juan de 1a Cosa, ont édé inutilos.

Mais, celn n'n rien d'étonuant, si on eonsidére, que, 8'il
eit vrui que les papiers des arehives de la paroisse de Santo-
fa [patrie probable de notre bércg), remontent & des dates
antérieures & 'nnnie 1450 et qu'il existe miéme un livre regis-
tre de 1403, il eat non moins siir, qu'un violent incendie dé-
truisit une infinité de Lomes, b une épogue nlbericars, & que
ceux qui échappérent au fléau par un heoreux hnsard, se brou-
vent en s mauvnis éat, que la lecture en et toul-A-fait im-
possible.

Malgré celn, il est universcllement admia, goe la savant
cosmographe Juan de In Cesa, nuguit i Santa Maria del Taer-
to {aujonrd hui ville et port de Buntofia, provinee de Santan-
der), vers 'an 1460,

Les rairons données pour le démontrer, sont pour le plus
gratd nombre hien fondées et voncloantes, On a consfaté en
premier lien 'existence & Bantofia prodant fort longtemps,
d'un quartier appeld quarticr de la Cosa, et il est permis de
supposer que ec nom fot donné & ecfte partie de la ville en
I'honneur de l'illustre eapitaine et navigateur. Car, sa re-
nommée n'urrivait pas squlement jnaqu'an tréne des Rais gui
l¢ eomblajent de aplendides présents, mais excitaitencore]'nd-
miration de ces simples montagnards, qui comme le rapporte
M. Leguina, considéraient Juan dela Cosa comme un héros
légendaire 11 n'y surait done rien de surprenant, que de gem-
blable popularité fit née l'idée d'appeler du nom de la Uosa,
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V'endroit oir se trouvait le bercean de sa famille et peut-étre 2a
Propre mMolson.

11 a été démontrd d'an aufre coté qu'il demenrnit & Santo-
fin an mois d'aodt 1405, Autre indiee qui n'est pas i dedaig-
ner. Ses eontempornins (Herrera dans ses Decades deg Tndeg) lo
regardirent comime biseaien. Ord cotte époque on confondaib
friquemment les naturals des provinees voisines, et on deésig-
nait sons le nom de bisesiens tons ceux gui procedaient de la
eate des Cantabres, d'on sorbaient les expeditions les plus
imyportantes, et ol Jea rois enx-mémes se fournissaient d’hom-
mes pour lsurs services de mer.

T Miguel Ortiz Otader dans sa Saalefe gleriewse 1677)
démoutee anssi gue Juan deln Cowsa étuit de meo noble et le
cite cormmme appartenant & ln plus haute noblessa.

En outre pendant le xve giécle on trouve 1¢ nom de Juan
de Ia Closa répété une infinite de fois. 1l Agure tantot comme
pareain dansdes buptimes, tantdt comme témoin dans los ma-
ringes, Eb, dans des document correspondant aux xvid ef
xx e gieeles, le méme nom figure trés souvent dans les re-
gistrea paroissisux. Ce gui ddmontre elairement 'importan-
ee de pette famille dane Ia ville de Hantodia o'esf sortont la
longue mention qu'en fait Lope Gareia de Salazar, chromi-
queny de Vépogue. 1 1a signale en effet comme une ded plus
famenses parmi celles qui inbervinrent dana la lntte de partis,
qui eausa tant de raveges et de désastres dans la contrée de
Snnlander, pendant le conrs des xive ef xve giecles Un pritre,
{ils pt habitant de cetle antique eité, fmt sussl allu=ion i no-
+re héros en 1677, dane sa Brice velalion des gloives, raploits of
enSanis gloviews de Sunlofa on Santoniz Ll le eite comone pilote
renamme, comme ayant aceompagné Colomh et ayant fait le
promier pdan connu de la eldte deg Cnntabreg. 11 dit en propras
termesqu'il en arriva 4 fracer le plan de celle edie sealreuge,
rondanl afndi wn Service dminenl awe favigalers, sasvant pent-
ftre ln vie de guelywt un de ses fréves et dvilant dvommenses peries
A% o eres, -

En dernicr licn, comme plae d'on auteur du svu sigele
affirme catégoriquement que Juan de la Cosa estné b Sanlo-
dia, et qu'il o'existe aucune preuve du contruire; nows eroyons

An'on doit admetire co que tant ont alfirmé ¢t que personne
n'a démenti.



B ) Lusievis documents démontrent que Juan de la Cosa
el nppartenait 4 une famille de maring, eb qu'il avait

réalisant de longoes traversées ef parconrant plos d'one fois
In edbe occidentale de U'Atrvique ¢gni ékait alors Ie thédlre des
aventureuses derouvertes des Espaouols ab des Porlegais. La
carte qulil traga de eetty parlie du monde, compards i celles
des Portugais de la méme épogue, prouve, selon Uopinion
d’éerivning autorigéd, gutil avail fait parbie da guelqn'one de
ofs expéditions hardies eotreprizes par les Rapagnols, vers la
fin du xiv v mesle.

duan de la Cosa ciadb eapitaine et proprigtaire de la caravel-
e Santa Maria vaissean construit expressiment, pour les voy-
agzes de Flandre, dans les provinces Cantgpbres.

Ur, ¢'esl precisement dans ces voyages, frea difficiles
alorg, (que se formuient les grands navigateors eapagnols
d'apeis Colonh lul-mtme. Aussi, o uavire clait-il de eondi-
tions superieures, contre l'opinion généralement admise,
grice i lnomanie de conx gui prétendent agrandir Pimportan-
oo do In déeouvorte, en rabaissant les earavelles 4 1a eatégoria
de bateaux aans pont, ot les équipnges qui lee montaient &
erux de lg chiourme d'une galérs, Junn de ly Cosa se trouvait
dana les eaux du Comté de Nivhla, au moment, oil, en 1492,
40 organisait o flotille expaditionneivre de Colomb, Celai-ei
pria Jusn de la Cosa de lul eéder son nnvire pour on faire sa
caruvelle capitane, lo receveir lui comme chef ef v arborer
1'Insigne du coramandement.

Juan de la Coss qui ne recalait jumais devant aneun dans
ser, seeepta ot gigna le contrat de ot qud lui était offert of
i prijpara & prandie part 4 la téméraive enfreprise, en gualité
de mailre d'dguipages. .

Leiy comme 1'éguipage de Cantabres, vienx loups de mer,
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qu’il avait sous sed ordres allaient & I'expédition como volon-
taires et en verte d'une sclde élevie, stipulée d'avance, et non
comtie les fréres Pinzon, qui nesociés an chef qui aveil pré-
paré le voyage i Santa Fé, devaiont partager aves Iui les per-
tes et béndéfces; ot avaient contribué aox frais de Varmement.

Pandnnt le premier vavage dont les mille vicissitudes sont
trop connues potr Atre rapportées fei on remarqua dejs que
Ia sngresen de Juan de la Cosa n'itait guire agréable & Colomb,
qui entre nutres défsuts uvait eclui de ne pouvoir souffrir que
qui que ce fat, brillaf 4 son edte.

Cela eat démontré du reste par la déclaration du matelot
Bernardo de Ihares, qui (1) vit of endoudil le sus-dit anmirnl se
plagnidre de Juon de fo Cosa af dire gue paveegu'tl Uavait amene
avee (ul d crs Heus, le regardunl comme un homme habife, ef lui
avaif ensetyné Uart de navigieer, i faisait courdr (e bruif gu'il en
sevaid plug gue fei. .

Mr. Fernindez Duro dit avee raigon que Coloml ne pou-
vaif faire un éloge plug grand do son maitre d'équipages, car
I'art de naviguer fit-il au nivean da métier de porfenr d'ean
gui #'apprend au prestier oyage, il reconnaissait que o'itaif un
homme hnbile et un élove d'elife cubliant gue quand il emme-
o il étnit dija enpitaine d'un vaigsenn qui naviguait ef gu'il
avait mis sa vie at ea fortune & lu disposition d'on ¢hef in-
eonnn ¢f fort mal réputé da plug grand nombre.

Cependant la jalousie de Colomb ne s'en fint pas 1 uoe
foiz 1'ile de San Salvador découverte of quelque fempe avant
le retour & ln mére palrie, In caravelle capitane Santa Maria,
propriété de Juan de la Cosa, se perdit par un funeste acci-
dent dans les banes de sable de I'ile espagnole et Colomb mit
it profit ce mulheur pour accuser de trahison, da lichets, ot de
déanbéissnnce & ses ordres, notee héros. L injustice de eharges
Bi graves, est facile & démontrer. Navarrete lui-eéme, gui ad-
met leg affirmations du journal da I'nmiral transmis par le
Para Las Ussas, rapporte, qu' ew momen! de [ éehouage de signi-
re, o mer Hail aveed colme gutuae Ecuellée d'eaw ef gue I balran

(17 Le tezse soulipnd Gopit en visws copiilan & une grbes of uoe gisplicisd qoo In
irndurtinn ne sarnjt mndre, Noeeea fnisons 'pliscrvarion an lectnore, ome [nds pour
LT E
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toucha st swaveinent, que senl It bimonier waperpu! de Paceidend,
Or, peut-on admettre quun marin anssi expérimenté que Juan
de la Cosa, un homme qui dans des expéditions antéricures ae
gardn bien de fuir des engngements terribles avee Jes Indicns
de Carthagine, comme le #t son chef et compagnon Ojeda
abandonndt le navirs sana qu’il existidt aucun paril, ce navi-
re, ce Sants Maria, qui reprégenfait tonte sa fortone] son uni-
gue capital? En outre, si lo fait dtaif certain, pourgooi n'adres-
sa-t-on pas 4 la Coun les graves reproches fuits & Pinwdn et d
d'antres gui svaient désobéi aux ordrea de 'amiral? Une sim-
ple note surun papier gue ne devait pas voir 1'sccose ne de-
monlre gn'une chose: Je maoque dehisnveillanee quidans
l'esprit de Colomb existait & I'égard de 'neomparalle pilote.

Mnis ce qui prouve d'une inaniére poremnptoirs gquil o'y
ent dans la perte du navire, ni licheld, ui uégligence, ni igho-
ranes conpahble et eneare moina trabizen, comme Uolomb as-
sarait, ¢"eat une phrase d'une lettre des Rolg Cotholignes on 1l
était dit & Joun de la Uosa: Vows eflifer comme madlve @ fgui-
Jmey dur un de oy napires, awn neerd de I Oodan of, of dans e nids
mie voyage furgnt deconveries ley lerres ef ley Yoy des Tades, el vous
perd’les e sue-dil navive, perte dont wous vous Hendvons compte el
dont nous vous dédommagerond. ...

Que fantal dédnire de i, sinon que pour ce malhenrenx
fvénement la Cosa méritail. non pag un ehitiment ni un bli-
me injnste, mais une indemnisation et une récompense?

1V.

" & retour en Espagne en méme tempe que Colomb, Je 15
i Mars 14980, Juun de s Cosa ae mit tout de suite & pri-
parer une deaxibme expédition, Cette idée fut acciieil-
lin avee enthousingmo par le Koi ot la Reine @' Espagne, ain-
&i gue par tout le monde, car lo sncces inespérd de Is premidére
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expédition ef les échantillons curienx. des produits du Nou-
vean Monde que Celomb montrait exeifaient, non senlement
la euricsité maie nosel la convoilise des gens.

Il fallut cepenidant retarder 1o départ & In enite des diffi-
enltis que suseita alors la cour de Portugal, difficultés aux-
quelles Alexandra VI coupa heurensement court par sa la-
mense Hulle. Le 25 Septembre 1403 ln seconde flotille chargée
de ¢o nouveaun voyags an dels de "Atlantique, mit & lnvaile
dane la baie de Cadiz, Hlle se cothposait de trois vaiszesux 4
hune et de quatorze enravelles montées por quinze cents hom-
med. Juan de la Coss #'embarqua sur la earavelle Nide (snutre=
ment nommée Sante Clare), comme preposd @ o mfw:tﬂﬁ eles
partes geoprapliques.

Fn vovan) lissistanes de Colomb pour gues Juan de lan
Cosa fit partis de celte nouvelle expédition et de la facilitd que
celui-gi mith aceepter, quelques ana’ ne croient pas ang an-
ciens [rolasements des deux navigatears eb disent su contraire
que sons yne froideur apparente, ils hvaient I'an pour 'aufre
une admiradion extrasrdinaire ef une sincére affection,

Daneea vovage, onTeconnut ln Dominioa, les iles Monser-
rate, Banin Maria la Rotunda;, Santa Maria Ja Antigua et
santn Ursula, enswite les expéditionnoires arriverent & I'Espa-
nols, vivils eorent la donleaor de trouver défroito ln eelonie qui
¥ uvait ét¢ lnissée of des indices s@irw démontrant que 1a gar-
nigon castillane avait &t massacerée porles indiene,

Lierrenr de 'amiral qui efait persuads gqos Dile de Coha
ctait une terre ferme fot partagie par Joan de la Coss Il mé-
me, Gui dons la declarntion eignée pur tontes les person-
nescompétenies le 12 Juin 1494 & bord de 1n enruvelle Nifia,
dit sons la garantie de sa sighalure: gu'il e vil jomeis &3
aut pt growr frols cend-trente-ciny Bewes de cote du Cowefont oi
FLoetant o ofle sapd gu'on PeRf encore pareonrae fout enlidre; of
gu'sd vogail mamdenand gre o ferre Ferme fuwrneit an Sud-sud-
eud ef au sud-ext of ovesl ef gn'id ne dowtait nulloment yue ce ne Fit
fa ferre ,r".f-r:-m:, gt affrmerait aw contraire; o2, gu'on tr il
Pt la terve en naviguant de phesionrs lieues sur lo odle, 18 of les
gens pofitigues préfendaient gu'il i avail fa mer, ebe.

Malgveé eef nevord eur un point sf important, la campagne
de lu Jamaique of des iles volsines augrenta la raidedr des
relations entre In Cosn et Pamiral, et g'étanl séparés quand

b




Y —

les circonstances le leur permirent, ils reviorent tons les denx
done la Pénineule le 11 Juillet 149, b notre hérod se Hvea
de nouvesu & sos voyages ordinsires sur le lictoral de Guipus-
con et de I seipneurie de Diseaye, d'aprés les nne of d'apris
les sutres & o spéculation commereiale & laguelle le Roi et la
Neine d'Ksparne Tavaient avtorisé en 1484, pour le dédoms
magsr de lu perte quil fit do naviee Sents Merie, lors du
Premier voynge.

A titre e eoriosité, nons reproduigons le parngraphe
pynnt trait & Juan de Ia Cosa, qui figure dans le cowipie du
Trésorier poyal Alonso de Morates, forme parle payementde In
seconde expédition et qui & ¢t¢ retrouve davs les archives de
Simaneas. — J1 e 6 allowd & Juan de lg Cosa wille maravddss
de salde par wpis, comme matelof de voisgsenn Coling, gu'ilmoila
depwis le 20 Acilt guatre-vingl-lreize, jusqu'an L1 Juin qualpes
gingl-seise, ce gui & son reluner des fades a Cadup Smisail treate .
troix mille gic cent solvonle-seize morovédis. Il en o 0éid reeu
gicnze mille ef §f (ui en ext 0 diz-hudl wille scpl cent soiranis
seize.

= |"autorigation d4'aller au nouvean monde découyrir
de nouvellea terres, & ses risques et perils, eul soin
avank tout, de se concerter avee Juan de la Cosa, qui habi-
tait alors e Puerto de Santa Maria, o se faisaient les preépa-
rarifs de Vexpédition, et qu' en appelnit le grond merin
comma dit Nicolds Péres maitre d'équipages du Roi. Juwan de
la Cosa wesl pas seuloment & apids Uopinian puliigue wn grand
marin, A mon avis, i west méne pad infvienr & Camiral dont
il fut le compagnon el '¢léve dans ['expidition de Cube et de lx Ja-
faigue.
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La flottille sc composnit de quatrs navires commandes par
Ojeda, ayant pour premier pilote, Jusn de la Cosa. La petite
escadre quitta el Poarto de Santa Maria of apres vingt sept
jours de navigution, visita In Marguerite oivelle ent & soutenir
plusieurs combats avee lag Uarnihes, auxguale elle it subir
de grandes pertes. Elle aveit rencontm sur ea roule, mais
gnna &'y arrfter, la terre des Parias.

Herrera dans son Histoire gpénérale des exploits des Castillans
dang fex lex ot yur la terre ferme de la mer ocdonionne, goutient
que ce fut dans oe voyage que fut déspuvert le véritable con-
tinent et il pritend méme que Juan de la Cosa aurait eo plus
de droits & s'nttribuer la gloire de la découverte de la terre
ferme, qu’ Améric Vegpues, qui faisait anesi partie comme
pilotie, de Pexpédition, maig qui n'était expert qu'sn cosmo-
graphie Clest pour celn quil dif: gue o gloire de foul ce gui
Sut décounert daiie ce voyage, 8¢ dait @ Alongo de jcda nd & Cueni-
ra, como eapitatee, of & Juan de le Coza comme pilote.

Ce dont on ne peat douter, ¢'sst que, eette troiwidme expé-
dition & lagualle prif part Juan de la Cosa, fut des plue im-
portantes, et que notre hiros rendit de granda services, non
seulement en reconnaigsant vn grand nombre de lienes de edte
ferme, mais oneore en intervenant fort prudemment et avee
un grand tact, dang les difiérands qui surgirent entre Ojeda ef
Roldin, aleade de I'ile Espanola.

Lee expéditionnnirea étant arrivés 4 ceite fle 1o b Seplem-
bre, mille rivalités; plusienrs doels méme, surgirent auseitot,
car 1'alendr prétendait gqu'Ojeda eoupait du hois du Brésil, et
tentait dattirer b son parti les espagnol méeontents, Dien senl
gnit oiL en seraient veau les choses, si comme le dit Herrera,
ls grands prudence de Jean de lo Cosa, #'s0t abienn ce gue jes
artifees d'Ojeda m’avadent i obtentr ¢’ est-dedive gue le dissideni
Roldan gui avait refwséde céder i towled les propositions qui lni
avoient o€ failes avant, ze vendit enfin, our rasons persuasivey
de Juan de fa Coge.

L’action médiatrice de Juan de In Coss fnt courennés par
la restitution 4 Ojeda d'une de ses barques, dont Holdan
a'était empard, et nlors, les denx navigateurs abandonnerent
I'le Espafiols, et tentrirent en Espagna an mois de fé-
vrier 1500,

Cette date est des plus mémorables pour la Géographie,
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puisque ¢’cat b cette épogue que Juan de ln Cosa, terming Ja
fameuss Carte de novigetion, qui porte son nom et l'a rendu &
junaig immortel,

Vi

4 B px mnpera dans sa premigrs décade (1Ve lvrs, Ll Cha-

b pitre) fuit une deseription tris pittoresque ded prépara-

B tifs du guatribme voyage de Jean de la Cosa. L voiei:
La nouvelle ' étant vépandue gue deng la Terre-ferme ol Eoil trds
facile d*dehanger dos greloty ¢f des beimborivns conlre des ories
el de Por, les pens w'avaient pas pour dey'embarguer, dany U espoir
de ' earichiv. Parmi ces gons 4 faut mentionner fes halilonis de
Trigue, gui oienl powr la plupact des muriniers. {'n honndte
Rowoie, Bodrigs de Bastidas, hebitant Trigaa, deécida de fréter
dewd oaisseaiie poir. alier & lo recherche de Doe et dew peries, IV
s'asgocia avee guelgies-und de ses voising el nobamment goee Jegn
de o Coga, gui passail powr fre le meillewr pifole de ces wers ef
gut ftuil (alter BGOde CAMIRAL,

I’apris ce que raconte Leguina, ila obtinrent Uantorisa-
tion eompétente et lorayu’ils eureut tout priparé, ils parti-
rent et fivent voile vers la Uerre-ferme, au commeneement de
I’'nonée 1501, "

Tls parcoururent beaucoup de ports dans le but de trouver
de 1'er et de 'ichaoger contee les bagatellen gu'ile portaicat.

lis entrérent dans le Golle de Venexuela, powrswivirent Jewr
route on (ongeant i vole pecidentale ol arvivdrent & wn porl gu'ils
nomidrent fo Port du Bowdoir. Lo ville de Nom de Diew y est $i-
tude, Tout le terrileive découeer!, les iles vorsines § comprifes,
veput le gom de Cartageny.

Tls perdivent les navires dans le Golfe de Jaragua of cet
évinement fhcheux les obligen & se rendre & Saint-Domingue
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par ln voie-da teres. Tla ¥ furent inecaredrés sous prétexte gqu’
ilg avnient abtenn de Uor des indiens ot Francoie de Bobadilla
les fit embarquer imm édintement pour 1I'Eepagne.

Dans lea Notes of Papiers di Centre d” Engogement conseryéa
aut Archives des Indes on sous-entend e grave danger que
Jean de [s Cesa n dd eourir pendant le vovage de retour, an
milien d'zne tempéte déchninée ol ehavirerent la 1;'-11.111::11'1'-
des navires de Ia flofte:

St on huwil bdtiments furend seuls dpavgnés, eilve eur, celus
qui porteil le trisar de I dwival, P Aiguille, le pius petit ef le piug
fréle de tons et gui cependand par une povte de décision jirouiden=
tielie arriva fe premier en Caatille. Rodeigo de Pastidos delappa
& Lo mord sternn des autves novires. Aussitof arrivé en Espagne i
se rendit & la Cour e 40 poys awvoile cinguidme de Doy el dles
perlen gu'il avait apporiis. Tout fe monde fut tros content de
savoie gueces trdwors prrotenaieal de In Terve fevme.

Vil

St crenDakT, la renommée deJuan de Ta Coma, ne fnisait
B que s'nervitre ef g'élendre. Les Rois, les arwateurs,
i) lew conecssionnaires de déconvertes of lea officiers de
la Maison de. Contrats de Sédvilla solliciinient 4 l'envie sa
caopérntion, Ie reagnrdant non seulement comme la. meillenr,
maia eneore comme le geul pilote des mers nouvellement dé-
couvertes. Muis les nombrenses propositions qui loi furent
taites, n'obtinrept d’abord aneun résultat, & eanse de 'arrivéa
d'un conrrier i la eour, lo 13 Juillet 1605 Ue courrier rappor-
tait que quatrs vaissesux portugais s'étnient rendus anx tor-
res découvertes par Bastidag, en avaient ramend deos esclaves
indiens, ¢t oxtrait diverses productions. A coette nouvelle, le
Koi et la Reine d'Espagne chargérent la Cosa de se rondre &
Lisbonne pour 'informer de la véracits de ees brnits. Notre
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héros an rendit done en Portugal, an mois d'aolf, st v rewm-
plit s bien snminsinn. que les Portugais, furienx de ses inves-
tigntions, arrétérent of il ne rentea & Ségovia, ol était alors
T Cour, qu'sn mois de Septembre,

11 recut pour ee voyage 6.750 maravidis; ef fit suvoirdla
Reine D.* [eabel qu'effee ivement le voyage des Portugais
avait o1 len, qu'ils en avaienl méme fait un deuxitme dan=le
coitts de 1a méme anndée. I loi présenty en méme temps eom-
me résulfat de ses travaox deus eartes hydrographiquea des
1ndes; bien supdrieures dvidemment 4 In Mappe-monde de
1500, price aux obssryations qu'il avait faites Jui-mime, ef
aux renseignements recucillis pandant eed frois ane & fe-
conds pour Ia Géograplia.

O juges nécessaire alors (1504, d'srréter les éxplorations
portugzaises, ot dams ce but le 14 Février, Juan de la Cosa
recut 1 mission d’aller découvrir l=a terres et les iles dra Per-
len, lo polfe d'Oraba et autres lieax gqui n'eusseul pas ébé
visités par Colomb et n'appartinssent pas au Foi de Portugal.
La contrat stipulé, porte en propres formes: Nows somanonks co-
pitatite ide cex navires ¢f deg dgunipages qui les montent le rus-dit
Juas de lo Courr, ot le Roi et la Teing voulant encors démon-
trer Uestimo iqu’ils avaient poor le talent el les bops wervices
de Juan de la Cosa, lui accordirent une remte annuecile ef
vingire de 50 M) maravedis.,

Les préparatifs de Ja nouvelle expédition lerminds, celle-cd
e miit en ronte, dit Oviedo dane son FFistoire des Mmdes, pour o
site de Ta Terve-ferme. Elle éluil compasée de gualve vaifspgur
aree Juan da {2 Cosa romo eapifeine péndral ef Jolion de Ledes-
i, Rabitant de Séville, comme capitoine d'un de ces navires. Par-
tie d'Eepaenes Ja flottille fit escale & In Grande Canarie ol elle
renouvela ses proviaions d'esu et de bois. De 1a elle eontinug
aou voyage ef laiszant sous le venf an Nord les flen de ln Gua-
deloupe, elle prit tarre & 1"ile Marguarite. Les expéditionnaires
ne &'y nreétérent qu'on jour et arriverents le lendemsin aun
Golfe de Cumans. [1g reconnurent plugieurs iles of 8'arrétirent
an part de Carthegeéne, ot se trouvait le cupitaine Cristobal
Garein, oa Guerrn, comme 'sppelle plus iréquemment
Oviedo.

Mr. Legning raconte qui'il y eut alors plosienrs différends
ot grand nombre de duels, entre les gens dont g6 composajent
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les deux oxpéditions, différends ef duels qui ne cesstront.
qu’an départ de In flotte commendée par Juan de ln Cosa,

Cette floste ayant tonche & I'ile Fuerte, s'en empara par la
farce, ef les équipages qui la monteient ayant fuit onoe in-

eursion sur la grande riviere du Darien 8’emparécent de quel-
ques indiens ot de plusienrs pitees d'or ouvre.

Sur ceg entrefnites une barque s'approcha des navires.
Cena: qui iy venasent raconidrent gu'ils appartenaient ¢ la flottills-
de Urisiobal Guerra, chorgde par Juan de {o Cose de porfer en
Lspague Cor ef les coclaves; guw'd pleine cetle folbille éluit-elle par-
tie de Carlagens 'un dex navives ' dtait perdu en keurlont conlve
win bag-fond, pe yui goait Tefld lo vie & wne grande portie de
féguipage; gu’ils 8'claient avisesalore d'encoyer lautre navive &
e recherche de Juan de fa Cove ponr I demander des secowrs.
Muis ce napive flail et frés mewvais dat, & el point ow'il put @
g arriver an golfed Urabd oi 47 dofona. Les malelols de la
bargie ajoutdrond gu’ils venaiend de lo pard du capiteine Monroy
futi élaid Ld-hag aveg e Edliment évhowd] levr demahder de les
crimener gree ens o de les seconrir of Que peer arviver Judgn’ ane
navirea ils avaient di faire la fowr complet du Golfe & Urabd,

Juau dela Cosa, continue M. Leguina, u'hisite pas g les assis-
ter. Cependant leg conditions marigidres de bes propres navires
elatent o inauvaizes gw'id fallud les fchower gprés le courd voya-
e qu'ils Aurent faive pour porier Sccours & Moaroy el & ses cama-
rides. Les-avmes, les vatione de vieres el les agrés furend suwvés,
ef Do dwl dresser des fentes souy lesquelles ge véfugitrent pluz de
dewy cends hommres, dont In plupart, dit Qoviedo neee une simpli-
cilé dloqueats, ne revirend pas lour patrie,

Iis resierent la pendant plugiours mois, Les maladiez en
wyaient rodoit le nomwbre de moitie et les survivants, hien que
deconragés et sans forees décidérent de a’aimbarquer sur deux
brigantins et un esguit et de guitter ee Golfe 4'Urabd, tou-
jours gous les ordgea de Joan de In Cosa gqui avait pu suppor-
ter mieux que les autres ees dures épreuves.

Ilg débarquerent & Zamba. Lo faim fonrmaontait hiorrible-
ment Jes voyageurs eb guelques-uns d’entre eux qui fo wajent
Péaquipage d'une barque tuérent un indien, en dépécérent lo
corps et le mirent & cuire dany wne grande marmile pour le
WARGET

La nouvelle de cefte cruauté abominable excita Dindigna--
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tion de Joan de la Cosn, dont toutes les actions sont emprein-
+ted de bonté et d"énergie; ef quoique les circonstances diffiei-
les amoindrissent foujonre le prestige de 1” antorité, il n'hiési-
ta pas @t faire jeter & terre la marmite ol cuisaient lea lam-
beaux sanglnnts du malheurenx indigéne,

Augsitit apres ils vdsolurent d'abandonner une ferre qui
offrait &1 pen d'attraifs & des aventuriers avides de richoz=es,
Il partirenf et aprés quelgues tentatives infroctucuses ils
arriverent 4 nne terre qui lear était absolument inconnue.

L'expédition ne comptait plus que o0 hommes, Juan de la
Copyn b Ledesma en choigirent 3 des plug coummgenx et se
mettant & leur téte ila visitirent plusienrs villages. 1la ¥ trou-
vérent des vivres ef il surent que ceife oite & laguelle ils
dfuient arrivés avec tant de peioe etait celle de I'ile de 1o Ja-
mnfque. A peine Jean de Ja Usss 'eut-il su gqu'il envoya le
genl batean que Joi restnif, le brigantin, i 1'ile Espagnola
pour ¥ porfer les malades. 1l resta 4 l'ile de In Jamaigue en
attendant le brigantin pour 8’y embarquer avec le resta de
geg camaraden, et se rendre augst & V' Fepagnoles le licu de re-
pos riévi apris los fatipoes endurées.

Mais un grave contlit devait survenir bisntit pour Jes
eprouver encore, loregu'ils ae frouvaient un peu sonlagés par
In purspective de voir sous pen cesser leurs anxiéfis.

Lorsgue les indiens virent que le pombre des vovageurs
¢tait presquoe insignifiant of qu'ils ftaient mal armés, s con-
<arent l'idée de les assassiner. Dans ce but ils o’engagérent &
servir de guides aux étrangers, & porler les colis. Tin méme
teanps ils oneourageniont les espagnols en leur ofirant d’abon-
«Inntes vietuailles.

Les espagnols pour quila trahison ol tonjours difisile 4
convevoir, aceaptérent. Mais ile s'npercurent bientot du piege
qu'on leur tenduit. Le nombre extraordingive des indions qui
aecguraient de foutes parts duns espoir souriant d’un butin
-congidiérable et alr; la hardiesse de lenrs cris de guerre, parti-
cularité remarquable, attendu gue les indigtoes montraient
«I"habitude un caraetére doux et timide; les conditions, fava-
rables anx embuseades, des lienx & travers lesquels ily te-
naient les egpagnols, ne laisscrent & ceux-gi ancun doute an
-aujet des varitables intentions des indiens.

Les espagnols délibévérent sur la parti i prendre of le ca-
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pitaine Ledesma s'exprima en ces fermes: 5@ wows ne ondons
par pévir i faut gie nows Seisissions ces gualres caciyies e gue
nons (eg baillonnions of qeant d ces autres foindails nous on due-
rons aulant gue nows pourvons, et wous devons Saire bond cele ow
Flus eité, auirement stous sommes perdus. Plug nowy Aésiterons
plus le danger o nows wous frowvons deviendrs menagant, le
nomelre de nos eaneeis ne Saisant gue 8 aeroiive.

(e plan fut mis & exécuridn tout de snite. Les indiens ter-
rilits on voyant leurs chels prisonniers ge dispereércat, Le
conflit ennjuré, les espagnols purent continuer lour marche
vers In cate, maig ile perdirent en chemin quelgues homimes
qui forcés de g'arriter par lears seuilrunces, furent assaesi-
née par les indigimes.

Bnfln ils arriverent av briganfin qui etate venu on eota-
vant le molfe &b wpris nvolr mis en liberté les caciques pri-
gonniers il6 entreprirent le voyage qu'ils avaient souhaite le
phis, le voyage de retour i Pile Espagnole.

A peine remis Jean deln Cosa retourna eo Espagne etdé-
livra #u trésorier Matienzo 431,768 maravedia, le einguitme
du prix des rachats qui appartenaib an roi.

Daus ce vovage ol le famenx aventurier Louls Cuoerra
prit part, les indigénes eommencérent i ge montrer sunemis
des incursions dea eapagnols et & ddvoiler ces conditions spo-
einles do raee qui frent dire lonptempe apree que les indiens
naizsent saas honneur, vivent sans honde; wwigent aans dégoti of
melreal Fang pewr.

L]

Vi

® PARTIR de ce moment, Jean de la Cosn fut employé
% & des mirsions officielles. Touf d'abhord il 8’ embar-
@ gqnade nouveau en 107, chargé du commandement da
denx earavelles, pour aller attendre et convoyer les navizes
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qui revenaiont des Tniles etque pou reuivaient ¢t menacaient,
non seulement le pirufe bigealen Juan de Granads, mads encos
re les Portagais Cebte misslon de confinnps proove hien le
grand eas qu'on faisnit de pon habilels dans 'art de naviguer,
aingi que de son courage of de sy filelits dla patme,

Pendant la méme nanée 1507 le rol Fernando, désirenx de
ranimer espritd'inqoiefe eariositd gu'inspivaiont leg dange-
reuses tentatives de nonvelles déconvertes, esprit qni s'éfalt
considerallement refeoidi, contwe le fait romarguer Navarre-
te, depuis la mort de 'illustre Heine Catuclique. wonds & la
Clowr gut o tenait alors 4 Burgos, Juan Dias Selis, Vicenle Jia-
diez Pintdn; Juan de ba Cesa ef Amerion Vespueig, 11 ful convenn
duns cette réunion qu'il étatt atile de continwer i [sire des de-
eouvertes rur tonte la edte S, ot de peupler toutle berritoi-
re reconnu (d#ja, & partie de Parin of dans la direstion du Coo-
chant de 1o eole Terme. Dans ce but ot poussdeneure par les ri-
valitégqui existaientsntre los eours 4" Espsgne et deTo rtngul,
le roi fit prosédec i Parmement de quatbee earavelles ot Amdés
rieo Vespueln fut eharwé de tous les préparatils ndecssaires,

Pingdn e* Diug Solis partirent de Sgville, eetie merms
wnnde 1507, sviee deux dea navives, et Jusn dela Coga pril ega-
lement Ja mer et mit lecap sure lea Tndea & 1a této dodewx cu-
ravelles, P Hueloe et ln Pinte, syant ponr pilotez Martin de-los
Heyee et Juan Corren. Juan de la Cosn avait avant de parir,
procédé i ln formation du recensement voyal on carte gendea-
le nautigue yui ¢lait soignensament dessinge i Sivilie par la
Maison de Contrat, ef renfermait les nouveaux détails four-
nis parles cxploratanre.

Juan de o Cosaohtint pour ce sixitme voyage plus de
100,000 maravedis & titre de foois, ob Ia famille royale pour lui
prouver ss haute estime, confirmn en su fayeur par Cédale
Royale du 17 Juin, la charge d'Algnaeil mayor de Uraba gui
lui avait 618 accordde A la date do 8 Avril 1501 Aa retour de
oe voyage en 1608, lo produit des vachnt s'dleva & 201008
macavedis; ear les rois encournzesicnt cenx gui entrepre-
puient-ces explorations ai utiles par des faveurs nombreuses
et signuléns. Amsi, i Poceasion de la nouvelle expédition qoe
prépurait Juino de la Coea, il Jui ot aceordé par Royale Cédu-
1o dptée de Valladolid le 15 Juin 1007 "autorisation d'emne-
ner denx eaclaves & I'ile Espagnole.

9
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Par unaautee cédale datée do 1T do méme mois ef de la
méme année, il fut ordonné & Diego Colon de lai {ovenir on
cacique et des Indiens, ear Joan de In Cosa pensait s'établir
délinitivement dans cette eolonie: d'apres las uns, dans le but
d'étre plus pris des terres incopnues; d'apires Irs autres pour
ne pas avoir & traverser si’zsouvent |'Oeean.

IX

8¢ maw e la Cosga quitha Tes cotes 4" Espagne pour In sap-
tirme et derniére {ois en 1509 ne 8e doatant paz qu'il
&1 ne reverrait ples 1o mere pateie, 11 se diviges & Uile
Espagmole acompagnoé de 200 hommes gu'il emmenait pour
eolopiser In terre forme en verlu d'une convention nterve-
oue avec le roi. A Bainf Domingue il fot rejoind par Ojeda
ce qui angmenta Uexpédilion d'un bateau et de 100 hommes
et tyus les deux partirent fe H) Novembre. Le fameux Pizarro
lea aceompagait.

Thans cette oceasion-la Jean de la Coea fit preuve de son
earpciere energigue en mime temps que perspasil, ear il mit
lin nux gneslions dit imifoes surgios entee Cjeda b M iopess que
goumirent leurs différends & Varbitre de la Cosn. Dorénavant
lew denx territoires seraient séparés par le grand Fleuve da
Darten, l'una 'Est el 1'autre & 1" Onese,

Conformément 1 ln conveutivo twite avec le roi, Jean de
In Cosa. avait e posts de leatepant 'Ojoda ef celui de ca-
pitaine du roi partout ob Ojede ne It pas. 17 historién Oviedo,
ennemi neharné de la Uosa, dit: Le roi dxtimait beaweowm les
serrices rendus par Jean de Ja Cosa, aingi gue son habiletd el sa
Pl futle eofsaissanee de ces pays-ld ol o'exd pour ces radeins g’
erdenna o (Yeda de g2 faive accompagner de {ui

L'idée d'0Ojedn de partir de I"Espagnole en 1510 pour co-
lonigerln terre ferme fut trés funeste, Ojodn v 1o Cosa débar-
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guiarent & Carlngeny, lHeu goi était comprie dans le territoire
d" Djeda, Leaindiens n'étaiont plns las gons paisibles et bien-
veillunts gue les eapughols avaionl conuus dang les premiers
tempe de la congméte. Ils 8'étnient habituds an bruic des ar-
med ot aex moyens da combat des conguérants, dont ils con-
natssniont d'aitlevrs In soif inextinguible de richesses, Tls ne
crnigrmiant plug de les attagquer et bien go'ils fussent tow-
Jonrs valneus, le sang espaznol ne cessait  ‘ensanglanter ces
eadilrees gui étaient jadis on véritable paradia,

Ajoubons i eels gue les indigénes su moment ol arrivaient
Ojeda et Ju Cosa étaient indipnés contre les spagnolz (ui
sous los ondres de Cristdbal Guerra vennient de piller 1o puys.
Jean de ln Cosn qui le savait conseilla a Ojeda d’aller coloni-
sor au golfe de Uraba oh 118 seraient bien aceueillin '[Jjed:l. B'F
refusn of ardonnn Je débargquement fmmédiat. Les sspapnols
ravagirent erpelloment le pava, Chague pas lour ednfuit do
snngr, les maturels périzsaient par milliers dans les innombra-
bles combate qu'ils sontenaient contre les egpagnols. Cenx-ei,
malgrd o danger eontinuel 0@ ils étaient, onbliérent bientot
les regles de la prodence, les plus édlementaices. s ae disper-
girent glierchant partont des richeszes dont ils ébaisnt fou-
jours aviden. Ustte dispersion Tavorisa leor desfroetion ear
les indipenesles attuquirent en detall et bien gque les eapag-
nals fisgent prenve d'on coorage heroigue ils furent presque
ecmnplatemant anewntie. Ojeda et Ordax se sauversnt en fo-
vaot & travers des fordts immenses. Jean de In Coss poursuivi
par lee indieng put réunir autour de Ini huit camarades ot il
B¢ précipita avee eux sur les ennemis gui subirent d'effroya-
bles purtes. Mais le nombre des indiens dovenait de plos-en
plug grand et ila luttaient mgeusement. Poar chagne indi-
peme qui tombait perce de balles il en vensit dix gri empoig-
naient les arcs et les fiech2s. Les espagnols voyaient leurs
enoemis se renouvelor sans cesae. s pe délendirent déges-
pérément jusqn’ & ce que, cernés de fous cébtés par les indicos
ils furent littéralement écrasés. Juan de la Uesa fut le der-
nier & mourir, mais il tomba & la fin, 1e corps eniblé de bles-
smes, eouvert de sang et de plus de vingt tleches empoison-
nees. Uette catastrophe ent lisn en 1'an 1510, le 28 Février
dans Ix partie anjourd’ hui nommee Venezyeln.

Voici le véeit qu’ en fait le P, Pierre Bimon:
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Jean de Lo Cosg fit partie Diego de Ordan jour avertir Ojeda

et semebinnt § In t8le de huit hommes qu'if avai? pw razsembler A
Farce de supplications ¢t de menaces i 5'dlanca confre les indiens
nus of en it wne lerrible boncherie, Mais le nowmbre des sawvages
crofsant pang cesse les expagnaly fureni enfourds et détruite aun
bowt dlune fuite éponvanfable. Juan de la Cosa avaif vw jérer sous
ses et foug sex compapnons et he, avail le conpx trungpéred par
plus de vingt fiéohes empoisunndes. [i expiva pew de temps aprés.

Le P. La# Casas raconte le faif en pareils termes:

Jumw de ta Cosa, dit-il, sevd ugin dans une calane avée guei-
ytesariny de sex eeomarades; i85 éonrtévent Pherbe gui entouratt lo
cahtede powr ne pas fre britlée ot 1a 4l leliérent Jusgw @ lamort.
Juan de o Cova vit fomber wn & wn tond des comarades et conine i
rexsentait diji lew offets du poison dont dlaient endiites leg fé-
ches gui paguaient son corps 1 tomba prefyue eoanont, Cepandant
il ent encore fa foree de vvier & unde se8 hommes gui fulloil cou-
rageysement conted fed titdiens Saunestoi, wmon aml, courd ef dis
@ Oiedn dany guelle situation tu nous faissses.

Liopez de Gomara affirme que le cadaves du mathenrsux
pilote fut diyord par les indiens,

Herrors, entre antren historiens, uie es faif monstruenx,
«ear il dit qua loraque Ojeda souteny pur Nienesa pub repousser
les indiens #ls dronedrent ¢ cotd d'un arbre fe corps de Juan de
la Cose, kovriliement dédgurd ef resyembland & un Mrisson cou-
pert de fiéches, lant le radmere dtait gon i€ pov suile du polson des
dovds. Ce hideny grecipeds cause wn fef gijrot ans EENATROLE Gue
pas wn nOeRE passer le nuif sur cey liewr Navarrete ragonto ees
faitidane les mémes termes. 71 dit: Mo areivant ¢ Cardagrene Y-
cviena il infors por Tes soldats o Ojeds des donlourens dvéne-
menis qui tenatent de se passer. I it vechevcher Ojfeda, le reput

" amicalement ef lui affvit gon aife pour aller & Ta recherche de
Juiin e fx Cokg ¢f vere er sa mords Ofvde et Nicwesa monierent @
sheval 6t aves 00 howmwes on dewy divisions ils alteguérent la
awil le villoge de Turdocs,

Les indiand qui eroyaient svoir tné tovs les eapagnols rea-

“terent 1ervifiés, surtout en présemes des ehevanx gun'ils vo-
“yaient poar la premigre {oie. Apres le combat, les enpagnols
pillerent tout. On dit' que 1s butin conguis par Nieuesa of ses
#oldats valais bien 70 ernafilians.

Ile trouvérent atteché & on arbre le corpe de Juan de la
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Coen, anflé ot rendu hidensement difforme par les affeta de
1'herle vénimense.

3 nzr fnit ee bypave guerrier ef spvant navigateor, Sa
¢ poet fub Ja plus glorieusa qu'un roldat puisse ambi-
tionmer ot 2on nom hrillers tonjoura daps les anoales
de b conquite des Tndes d'eu éclat ineflacable. Leroi ne fub
pas ingensibla & cette pecte gui be priva en méme femps des
conseils dosavant cosmegraphe dont la renominde était pres-
gue nniverzelle el des services du enpitsing qui n'avait pus
hésité @t ge sacrifler pour la patrie.

K 1511, lerequ'il e’agil de réeompenser les seryices des
colonisnteurs, 1o rof exprima sa volontd qu'on ne touchit ni
aux indicns de Nicaesa ntd ceuxdo la Coun, et par une Pau-
tente rovale datés dn 2 Avril de lu mime ununée, on enjoigniy
au Trésorier du Centre 4’ Eogagement dea Indes, de remetre i
la venve de Jusn de In Cosa la somme de 45000 maraveédie.
Ceol ciit Heu & Posension do maciape de sa flle aince. J1 existe
dea dovuments officiels démoentrant que cetfe somme ot
ponctuellement payde ainsi que 1o montant des traitements
dfis au eapitaine quiselon des chifires authentiques tauchait
une solde de 40,500 maravédis par un. .

La nouvelle de ln mort de Jusn de la Cosa produisit en
Espagne un gentiment de regret nnanime. On loi fit des fe=
nérnilles pumpeuses et on lui prodigua des lovanges qui nous
on éré tranzmizes par plusicurs historens.

Malgré ses ressentiments contre Juan de la Cosa, Chneto-
phe Unlomb reconnsissnit que ¢%était un homme trds hadile.
11 1e pongidérait wéme eomme nne éminencs dana arf de la
nu.vigaﬁiun lorsqu'il disait que les piloles les plus advoifs dels
ffotte de Castitle 1 necompagnaiont dans ses dews premiers wojo-
ges. Le R. P, Las Caans Vappella grand pilole. Herrers dis
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que Lo Cosa élgil le meillevr pilole de ces mierg, en wifme ooy
gu'un homme conrogewe of wlile. Lopes de Gomara 'appelle ma-
rin erpériments. Verpdindez de Oviedo dit guw'il flait expéri-
menle dans les quesiions nawiigues of gu'il Hodl dowit d'un conrage
héroigue, Washington Irving le qualific de marin femews, dis-
giple de U Amival. Kohl, de femewr pilofs ef dessinaténs de carfes,
Enfin la reine Isabelle en parlant des offres de Dagstides, dit
dansune Patente Rovale en date du 5 Juillet 1508, & Aleald:
o< mimerats mienz gue Juen de la Coga Sl ee voyage parce que j#
eross qu'el le ferail micws que w'tmgorte gus, Dans une autre
ocension Ja reine disait @ Cristobal Goecra: Dans les guestions
de navigation {¢ vous enjoing de vous soumettre & Paviz de Juan
de la Cova parce que je sais que o'esl un homme gui connall oe gie'
condeille.

La postérite o confirm ees jogements of dans 1'histoire de
& décpuverte du nouveaun Monde, le nom de Juan de la Cozan
e&t éerit & edte de cenx des plus illustres navigatears et des
plus braves soldats.




DESCRIPTION ET HISTOIRE
DE LA FAMEUSE CARTE GEOGRAPHIQUE

nE

Juan de la (Fosa

8y [z que nous deveme & la seienoe of & 1'habiloté de I'émi-
" nent cosmographe Juan de ln Cosa. A present elle ast
gardée et presqoe vénérde san Musée Naval de Madrid, Ce pré-
rienx originul est dessiné sur deux moresmux de parchemin
i peavent s'nnie lé long de 1'exe minear, La earte prendrait
alora lu figure d'un rectangle de 1,53 de longueur pour (.86
de hanteur, & 'on n'avait arrondi la Partia supéricure, duns
le but, sans donte; d’ embellic ln forme de ensemble ot de
supprimer 'espace desting aux régions inconnues du oou-
veal eontinenl amerieain.

Le tropique do Canecer sert d'axe an rectangly dont’ nous
venone de parler. Le point cardiual Chest, occupe Vaxtrémits
supérienre de Ja earto. Tungent & Pare de eercle qui forme
eette extrémité supédeure de la carte, on voil un petit carrd &
cadre qui contient 1'effigie de Saint Christoplie en train e
puaner 1a riviere, Le snint appuie sa wain sur on biton de sapin
#t porte sur sew épaules "enfant Jésus. O'est une allugion évi-
dente & Christophe Colomb. Plusienrs éerivains ont Suppoes
que ke visage du Saint était le veai portenit de 1'Amirval, En
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vérité il v a autant de motifs poor 'affirmer que pour le nier,
En has du petit cadre contenant 'image on lit dans une ins-
eription: Juan de o Casa ¢ celn pu Port de Santa Maria en
Can 1500,

Plug bas sor In méme ligne de Paxe, il y a une grande rose
d'oll - partent seize rumbs cb au centre de laguelle on voit
Pimage de ln Viergoe qui doit étrs faife d'une anire main que
cullis de Saint Christophe, 4 en juger non seulement par la
plus grande perfeetion du dessin , mais parcequ’ elle esb
d’abord déconpée d'une gravare sur papier, collée npres sur le
parehemin et enluinings do fagon i 'harmoniser avee le res-
te, I.'artiste o did emiployer lo méme proeddd pour l'éea des.
armoiries rovales, lequel g'est détuchs of perdu fl'n' en reafi
qae fe carrd qu’il ocenpait i ln partie inférieure. Quotgque le
pincean ne goit pas délient dans les figures, Ia earte démontre
le fravail conseiencioux et le loxe 4'or ef (e conlenrs gn’ on
v aapportés, On peat dire que cette earte esten comparaison
de cellez d'smjourd’ kol ep (ue les Bibles en aninisture sont
par rapport & celles gu'on imprime

Te plus grand suin du cartographe brille dans In besuté
sl dang In netteté des légendes, éerites aves de Uencra nux
conleurs varides, sartout les noms des parties du Monde, A fri-
gue, Buwrope, Asie. La mention centrale Mare Cheednnm mérits
drétre remwarguée pur Péléganes des lettres.

Aux endroifs de la torreferme oi on a’uvall pas peur de
eacher les rhumbs tracés par le pilote, le peinfren init prou-
ve de #a fantasis, an dessinant dans les eapilales importantes
et duns les ports fréeguentés, des cathidrales, des chiateanx,
des murnilles et d'antres bitizses eapricieuses. Dans chague
rovaume ila mis led effligics des souversins (fgoants, revétua
de leurs attributs ef quelgues ung méme asgis snr lear trdne.
A Babylous il o réprésenté In fimense tonr. Aux confingde la
Mer Rouge il o dessing la reine de Saba brandissant une epée,
Dans 1'As‘e on Yoit les Fois megea condoits par 1'etoils che-
vauchant vors le Syrie.

A ) extréme Orient, dung les domaines do Grand Khar il
v a deux loures remarguables; eelle d'un homme sans téte,
len yeux & la poitrine, avee un musean de chien. Les. men-
tions R. Gof, K. Magoel qulen y veoit semblent indiquer qu'il
s'agit 4'une allusion aux personnages bibliques, tout en re-
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présentant en méme femps ces monstres dont parle Mareo
Folo dana le réeat de ses avenbures. Cdlom erovait que ces
etres fnnlastigues peuplaient V'ile de Cuba gu'il confondait
avee les fles de Cipango et do Cathay.

=ur lncarte, Junn de la Cosa indiqua au moyen de géphyre
Ia direetion dee vents prineipaux. Il peignitles navires et Jes
caravellas de son temups welon leur nationalité ot se servit dea
pavillons pour spéciller 4 quels Etafa appurfconiont les iles
&l ten ports, Cette zenlé circonetance denne 4 la carte le ca-
ractere d'un document de grande valenr, dit M Fernandez
Duro, & gquoi nons empruntons ¢es informations. On ne pan-
rait contester ees indieations qni seront trés utilea poor Phis-
toira, In péographie et 1a science fe jour od reproduite sur lu
#icie dekelie on powrre Defadier goee plus de codnie ef de commio-
dafe gue jurgn’ & grésent,

Citte oeengion est arrivée, grice 4 1'execllonte reprodoc-
tion ile In famense earte, par MM. Cdnovas Vallejo et Traynor,

{omme ecmplément déeoratif af poar faciliter aussi le cal-
eul des thninbs, les roses des venfs sont les contres d’oln par-
tent plugicurs ligoes dont les couleurs variées rendent plos
agréable Uaspect de le curte.

B E 4 carts n'sst pas graduée ot sa forme eat difiirents de

wh: celle des eartes moderpes. La déterminabion de cer-

= taine points ainsi gue Pexamen minubiens offre quel-
ques diffienltes provenant plutdt des injures quo le temps a
fait dulir & ln eartoes Les altérations gqu'on observe dans Ia
vort curation de la eurface do plan, dans le profil de ln cote ef
dany lealetires des noms ne sout pas sufllsamment impor-
tanicd ponr que l'on puigse dire gue la carte e2t en maouvais
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état. Elle embrasse complédement PEorope, 1"Afrique, ot la
plug grande parfie de |'Asie, tont cela dessiné aves une par-
feclion rare, attendn les connaissances de 'époque. 11 semhble
gue rien n'ait échappé an soink du ¢artopraphe dans la cons-
traction de eefte mappesionds on reprégentation du monde
ponnn par les europdens 4 {a fin du gquinziéme sidele.

Aais cr gul 4 donnd &1 justement & la earte la catioorie de
monuaenl, o'est la représentation dea Indes oecidentales an
moment de leur déeonverte, le plan des Anfilles et dela Cate-
ferme américaing depuis o Heuve des Amazones jusgu’ & Pa-
namd. Le dessin en est si prés de In vérilé gu'il montre 'ha-

* bileté dea pilotes sepagnols & 'époque oi {ut posée cette piar-
re (nndamentale de nos merveilleuses expéditions maritimes.

L'uvre a eonservé les woms firimitifs gmrmi lesquels il
pat corienx de pignaler ceux de Cffe sulmergde on Mer douce
invantés & Ia vue du delta de 1'Orénogue; Cole des Perles ot e
Murgalida donnes anx endroits ot 'on trouva 'ornement fa-
vori des ﬂhnmu; Mg i Mo de fvegdd, nom donne & calle on on
vit pour la premicre fois le bois rongy de teinture; Feduele du
Dragen endroit ot 1o eourant rogit furicusement; Fesesuels
on Pefite Venise sifuée dan= le golie de Maraeathe oi les explo-
rafours ¥irent dos ?[Hagﬂ:s bitiseur Menig, 1] v oa apsel dau-
fres noms qui indiguent & cux sculs les impressions des vo=-
yaguurs, Tels, ile des Geants, Cap de I Attente, Vle de o Posses-
gion, Flenee de Vide-larils, Flewee de In Povesse, €te. 11 et anr-
prenant gue Juan de la Closa eonndb d8jh Tes voyages roalisés
par Sthaatinn Cabot en 1407 avee une précision sufllsants pour
poavoir desginer la partie de la edte qu'il désigne sous le
nom de wer découterte par ey Anglpis. Mest |la partic qu'on
nomme sujourd hui Nouvelle Ecossa ot Labrador, On n'a pas
eongerve lesa nome que ln Cosa lear avait donnés, i ceux de
Cap d’Angleterra, Lizarte, Sainf George, Sainfe Lucie, vle.

Mais ce yul est le plus ftonnant e'eat que Jupn de 1o Cosa
pit completer Ia figure de Cuba. Colomb méme ne sut jpmais
que ¢e fit uoe ile. On n'vn suf ln slreté gue lorsque sur les
ordres du Boei, le Commandeur Nieolas de Ovando chargea
Sebhuatiin d"Ocampo de la parequrir en 1508, Herrers consta-
te ce Luil vn vue des documents du Congeil des Indes dans sa
L.tre Dideade, Livre 7.8me shapitive 1.6, Cependant Juan de la
Cosa savuit que Cuba était une ilo buit ans anparavant. 8ion
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considere Mmperfection dee instruments employés & cette
¢épogue-la dans la navigation et le¢ pen d°@léments dont on
dispinanit i bhord on comnprendra nisément qu'il 7 ait quelques
errenrs dang la situstbion géopraphigne des enx, erreurs que
les modernes hydrographes évitent 4 foree de travaux tris mi-

nutienx touten ge gervant d'instruments d'ane précizion mer-

veillensa,

Le plue grand titre de glaire pour Meuvre de Juan de la
Cosn est sortout I'exnctitiude relative de sitaation des divers
polnts. O travail wdmirabile, dit M. Ferndndez Duro suffit &
immortaliser le nom de 1'ilinstre navigateur.

il
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£ o fnmense enrto fut achevie on 1300 au mois d'Oebobee
. loraque le Maven-Age finisanit of que Jo seiziéme givele

commencain. Un la garde d'abord an Centre d'Enga-
gewenl de Séville oi Pon conservatt, dlaprés les ordres du
Mol tous lee dornments du méme genre, pour en formsr nne
surte de dépdt dank une eaisse & double elel. Elle duf passer
apres nux Archives des Tndes de Séville, oft 'on transports
tons les documents, plans, cartes ote. de "ancien Centre d'En-
pagement.

I1 25t probable qu'on la tivdt de 1 pour Venvoyer & quel-
gua monastére, ee qni n'esl pas étrange, attendn la grandes in-
Hnence des ordres monastiques et des Prélata & eette épogue.
Pedro Martir raconte que dans 'année 15604, & 1'oceasion
d’'une vigite gn'il fit & I'évéque de Burgos, Juan Fonsnes, il vit
dans Usppartement de celoi-gi une belle carte maritimoe de
Juan de In Cosa. En véritéd il n'en ditvien qui puizee faire
Boupronner gue ee fit la fameuse mappemaonde, mais on n'en
gaurait nier la possibilite. En touf eas le faif rapporté démon-
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tre pu'il etail frés facile de tirer de Béville les cartes et loa
plans archivés par ordre do Roi. Cela explique sussi la dis-
parition temporaire de Fimmortel docoment qui fut enlevé et
porté en Frauce, dinon pendant la guerre de PIndépendance,
comme l'affirme un érodit éerivain, du moine & une époque
qualeonque pnisque 'éminent gdographe Baron de Waleke-
nper put 'weheler dans une vente aox enchires, pour qu'il
tit partie de sn magnifique eolleetion ds cartes de navigmtion,
de plans, et de coriosités de toutes surtes, relutives 4 la seien-
¢e go'il eoltivait avee fant de talent.

Le Buron de Walckeniier était alors Ministee Plénipotentiai-
re de Hollande i Paris et & peine eut-il engon pouvoir s car-
te dn pilote espagaoc], quil s montea au cercle de biblophiles
dont 1l efait constamment entourd, en it des élozes enthon-
ginstes dans la traduetion de 'euvre angluise de Pinkerton
efi permit que les amateurs des recherches réographiques
puskent In copier.

Il pemble que le premier qui profita de cette sutorization
fut le savant Baron de Huwlioldt gui parle longnoment dela
carle de Juan de Ia Cesa dons Mintreduction of o V.2 volume
de son Feamen erefique de (" Histoire de ia (réographie da Noweeow
Monde. Il en présenta aussi un fec-simile dan PAtlas géogra-
phigue el phygique de ses voyages.

M. Jomard eonservateur du Burean cartopraphique de la
Bibliothéque Impiriale de Paris. fit en noir une sutre repro-
doction dela earte pour qu'elle {it partie di la Collection des
wmonamenis de la Géographie du ivoyes dge. Le Vieomte de San-
taren dans le grand ouveage qu'il dirigeait par ordre du Gous
vernement de Partugal, se borna  faire copierla partie de la
carte embragsant le continent africain. M. (Charlot inséra dans
aed Vojuges anciens ef modernes, grave sur bois un fragment de
In partie d’Amérique, fait sur une écholls réduite, gen te-
nant dans le texte 4 Popinion de M. Denis, exprimiéc dans sa
Nowvelle Mographie géncrale. Celui-ei était un sdmirntear de
I'notographe de Juan de In Coza, nu'il eonsidérait comme un
monument de te carfographie primifive du Noweeaw Monde; telle
etaif ausei 'opinion de MM. Fernaux, Compans, de In Roguet-
te, et en général de tous ceux qui ont étudié la question, Cea
opiniona ont été résumées par M. Vivienne de Saint Martin
gui # ecrit dans 'Hisfoire de ln (Féographie, que Juan de la
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Cosa, marit des plus experis et eorlopraphe des plus habifes de
gon temps aveit laisss un monument géographigue capable, a
1ui genl, d'immortaliser son nom, puisque s mappemonde
ropresente sdmirablement les notions connues alors non seu-
lement des terres nonvelles de 1"Owest, mais aussi de Pendein-
ble du globa terrestre. Cetle information que nous AVORE Bm-
pronlés & M. Ferndndez Dure, comme presque toutes celles
qui se rattachent & Junn de ls Cosa est contredite, d'uprés
M. Leguina, parle méme M. Ferodndex Dure. En effer, nous
avons pu constater que M. Ferndindez Dure dit, en parlant de_
Junn de la Cosa, dane P'euvre monumentale Musée espagnol
i antiguités: I n’esl pas permin dadmettvegue Uecigionce J wn do-
ewwenl 4 'une lelle importance soil iguorde de gucongue 2 o0ups
de (idagraphie & notre dpogue; Il fawt done menlicnner & oftd de
poligs=df I ovvee péeente de M Vicdenwe de Suinl Martin, owere
dont e ditre indigue low préteniions, nouewsemend typegraphide,
aver wn A e cromo-lilographié, o Uon goil les caries les plus
atcienids of les pleg remarguwables sans Qu'iL solT QUEHTION
NULLE PART DE CELLE DE JUaN D LA Cosa. Malgre ln con-
Aradiction nous crayons que Pidbés exposte promicrement est
la véritable quoigme M. Fernandez Duro ne 'ail soutennique
depuie pea de temps,

IV

e ErENTANT, la eélebre Mappemonde continuait & rester
: entre la les mains do Baron de Walckenaer, lorsgu’en
E*’i 1853, circula pnﬂni lig bibﬂﬂpllﬂnﬁ, In mouvells da sa
mort et Pannonce de ln vente aux enchéres publiques d'upe
foule de docnments ayant appartenu an célebre diplomate.
La vonte devait commencer le 12 avril, et lo catalogue ol
&tafent décrites les pidces les plus rares of los plue curieuses,
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signalait en premior livn In Clerte de Juan de lo Cosa. que san
défunt propriéfaire considérait ot regarduit comame la plus inté-
ressante dhavche glographiyee, yue nous ail Byude fe Hoyen dge.

Mr. ). Hamdn de la Sagra auteur de & fisioire politiyue
et paturelle de Ulle de Cuba, ancien soni de Mr. Walekenner, of
grand admirateur de Ia Mappemorde, dont il n'aveit pas
senlement fait mention dans la préface do son euvre, mais
dout il avait méme reproduit toute la partie avant trait so
Nouwveau-Monde, communiqua auseitdt 'annpnee de ceife
vente & plasieurs personnes, et adresss an Ministre de 1la Ma-
rine, une pifition offivielle, ofi il exposnit In convensnes pous
V'Etat de redevenir le propriétaire d'une si pricieuse carte,
de cette enrte qm démontrait hantement les connaissances
seientifiques dont étaient douds les maring eapngnols, GO -
gonons de Colomhb, duns la découverte et Pexploration deg
Indes aceidentales.

e ministre de la Marine conseills & celui des affaires.
Etrangeres de clarger la Legation d"Espagne 4 Puris, d'ac-
quérir Ia wappemonde de Juan de ln Cosa, pour lo Dépit
d'Hydrographie de Madrid, suquel on la destinait tout
d'abord.

Mp. La Bapra fut désigné pour dssister aux enchéres, ot
ce ne fuf qu'apres mille diffienltés qu’il pit s'en eéndes ae-
yuerenr pour la eomme de guatre mille teois cents france, car il
Fut oldige de la disputer, & un grand wowlbre d'smateurs an-
glais ef Rusacs of méme & un roprégentant de la Ribliothéqne
Impérinie de Daris. Monsienr La Sagra ne s'était du reste
pas cache pour dive & tous eenx qui avaient vouluy I'entendra,
quiil atait déeids i allsr jusqutan bout, eb & payer pour la
Mappemonds Ia somme Ia plos exorbitante, ear oétait pour
le Gouvernement Espagnol, une guestion d'amour propre.

Transporlée en Espagne, In Mappemonds fut exposée pu-
bliquement su musde Naval, dans le Cabinet des Déconvertes
et dea savants nuvigateors. et insorite an Unfaloguas, avee lo
notice suivante:

N353, — Corte de fa partie ayant traif & f Awbrigue, dresgés
ey fe pilade Juan de la Cosa, pendant le dewritme voage de {'ani-
ral genevois, en (493 ¢f pendant Pexpédition & A lonso fifede qui
enl fen Lo widaie annce, Kniporide hors de I Espagne, elfe appar-
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tenait aw Faron de Walekenaer «f ful cendve por seq hdviliers,
awr Kachéres publigues. Acquise par le dépdt T ydrographigue de
Madrid, ¢t grice & Vamabilild du Divecteur de cet élablissement,
Mr. Jorge Lozso de la Vega, elle a éié déposde dans ce Musde powr
gue fe pudfic puisse voir un docwmend der plus curtewr, ef du ples
Beeud mideite, surtond of Fon congidére Mdpogue @ lagualie 4 fut

Jaif.

Dapuir son installation an Musée de la Marine, la Mappe-
monde de Jusn de la Cosa, en constitue le clou, et cependant,
ce muees est plein d'autres religues précisuses,

Vers 'année 1870 on reproduisit la célébre earte, maisen
pelit et an noir le sewle conlewr , qui #'erisis pas dons original,
dans Pouvrage doja mentionné ef gul a poar fitre: Musde es-
paghod d'anfiguitds, La reprodocton stait accompaguds d'une
notice pleine dé rensvignéments intéreaganta, doue i lo plume
o M. Cesdireo Fernandes Duro.

Quelgues copies photograpliyues en ont éte faites depnis,
mais eiles sont tres imparfaites ef loot=f fait insuflizanfes,
pone ponvoir apprecier b valéur de eetfe préciense relique.
Lianndée miéme de Ia publication du livre gue pous écrivons,
In Hevae L¢ Centenaire, o offert & ses abonnes, npe petite re-
prodoction photo-lithographigue Je Ia carfe de Juan de In
Cloga. Mais, ectle reproduction st eniuminee d'une {facon dé-
plorable ef pleine d'inexactitndes eonsle rapport des coulenrs.
Elle n'est en outre d'ancone ntilile pour Métude de Ia fameuse
Mappemonde, vo qu'il est imnpossible d'y Tire un scul des mil-
lieps de poms qu'elle confient, et goi =e froovent répartia,
non seilement sur les cotes, mais encore dans 'interieur des
continents ef g toue =ont des plus intéressants.

(eat pourquaoi, vo Mimporfance de eskta carte, of conside-
rant qu'il n'en existe aucune reproduelion eapable de satis-
faire les vraiz érodite, MM. Chinovee Vallejo et Traynor de
Madrid, ont dér:ildé d’en publier nna copie exacte, soignés, des
plug fidéles, ol pas le plog petit détail ne sora véglige. Lasu-
perfiieia, In coulear, les détériorations elleg-mémes, foul sera




i
exactement reproduit, ef posadder un exemplaire de cetie ro-
production équivandrn & pesséder I'original lui-méme.
Nouvs n'avons pas & inire valoiriei, 1'ufilité d'one semblnble
entreprisn, que le succés le plus colossal a déji conrunnés, 11
nous snifit d'enregistrer Paccueil enthonsiaste qn'elle a regu

du publie, les applandissements qu'elle a uht-cnuu dans les
cing partics du Monde.




BIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY

0O THE

RENDWNED NAVIGATOR AND CARTOGRAPHER

Fuan de la Gosa

S

? ¢ T is not through any affected modeaty thot we call
:Et.hiﬂ Httle compilalion n hiogzraphical Essay

%; We eannot, indercd, think of any more appropriate
title for the series of facts which we havebrought fogdther, and
will narrate in chrenological order, coneerniny the anthor of
the first Mape-Mundi that was ever traced. These facts amnply
suffice to show the exalted merits of the man, and farnigh
gome delails of his eheakorad life, hut they do not pretend to
constitute & complete bicgraphy of Juan de la Cosa.

None of the numerous authors, who have nadertaken the
investigation of the cireumstances connected with the life of
this renowned Navigator, hae, as yet, been able to clear away
the vbacurity surrounding this hero of & must heroie age,

The historiang of the Indies, Lopes de Gomara, Herrera,
and VFerndndez de Oviedo, refor to his voyages, and impor-
tant services to his country, and extol his wonderful koow-
ledge in the construction of Navigation Charts, Buf to Don
Martin Ferndndez de Navarrefe belongs the glory of bringing

&
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into fuller light this illostrions Cartographer and Navigator,
the rival of Columbus himself.

Navarrefe published in his Collection of Voyages and INseo-
veries (Coleccion de Viajes ¥ Descubrimientos) a multitade of
ﬂrig'iuaf Dgeaments, Diaries, Boyal Charters, Letters, and
Judicinl 1ngtruments, in whieh Juan de la Coss appears; now
aB & sailor and Mastor snd Owner of vessels: then ne Pilot
and Captain in the expeditions of Columbue and Ojeda;
sometimes as Commissary of Queen Isabella; frequently in
conferences with his Sovereigns respecting new discoveries:
fd nlways as the most expert mariner and woarivalled Pilot of
his age. And not eontent with thia menfion of Juan de la
Cora in general terms, Navarrete has lait us more preciee
information respecting our hero,in a condeosed form in his
posthumous work Spenisk Maritime Library (Bibliotecs Mari-
timas Fspafiola); wherein he gives many facts of his own inde-
fatigable resenreh; thus constitufing, il not & comple biogra-
phy, at least tho stors to which modern bicgraphers, such as
Sala, Charton, Didof and and othera, have had resourse,
when writing of thia great Navigator.

Bubsequently gome intercsting pupers have been found in
thae A rghives of Simanecas, relating to Juan de la (Cosa, and
have been published in the Coflection of dopwments for (ke His-
tory of Spatn—(Coleceidn de doemoentos historicos para la
Rietoria de Espafia)—adding somewhat o the Colleetion of
Mufioe's Krivacls of Documents from he Archives of the Indies.
{Extractos de los papeles del Archivo de Iudias).

But all of this together, as I}, Earigue Leguios, and don
Lendreo Fernandex Duro, very justly remark {the former in his
work Biographice! Study on Juan de ln Cosa ( Estadio biogrifien
de Jean de la Cosal; sod the latter in his Spanfeh Musewm of
Andtguities (Mugeo Eapaiol de Anligiiedades) does not suffice
toshow in full detail thelifs of the Pilot and Captain, who,
il anything conld be wanting to hig fame, after being the ao-
thor of the immortal Chart that bears his name, and on
which, for the firef time, the American Continent was traced,
it would be found in our having to admire him through the
durk elowds which envelope his oxistence, comgpelling us to
look upon him with the faseination of jmaginstion in:epar-
able from all that is veiled in mystery.
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Let it not be suppesed, however, that we are poing to pive
free ecope to phantasy and present foour readers a story of
the eaploits of & hero of legend and romanee. Not so. What
we are about to relate of Juan dé la Cosais borne oo# hy nu-
merous - documents of whoae anthenticity there can be no
doubf. We write history—not romanee,

taliing into account the circopslance that, although the Paro-
ehial Archives of Saatofin (the reputed birthplace of La Cogn)
eontain Hegister booke of date prioe to MM0—in fact one of
enid books appertaing to the year 1403—it is ceriain that many
volumes were destroyed by fire; and soveral of 1hoss that
were saved from the flames afe in such o state of- decay that
thiy wre now illagible, Nevertheiess it is universally admitted
that the intelligent cosmographer Juan de la Coea was born
in Sante Maria del Puerto (now Saotofia) in the province of
Santander, abonl the vear 1480. The reasons assigned for
this bediel ara op the whole admiseible, nay, even well fpund-
ed, 1n the first ploee it is undeninble that there has existed
throughout ages, a gnarter of the town of Santofin called de
o Cesa; and it is nutural to suppore that this quarter of the
town wad so ealled alter the renowned Caplain and Nuavigu-
tor, whose fame oot only reached the lootsteps of the throne
ol their Most Cathdlic Majesties, captivating their Hoval esti-
mation and moving thear Regal munifence to the granting
him frequent lergess; but exeited, at the smne time, the ad-
miration of the pimple minded mountaineera, in whose oyes,
a2 remarked by Leguina, Juan de la Cosa must have appewr-
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ed a veritable hero. Itis, therelore, nat surprising that his
great popularity should induee his townsmen to give the name
of Lg Cosa to a quarter of the town that onee was liis an-
eeatral seat, or probably where stood hia simple home. 4 s,
certainly, on roeord $hat Juan dels Cosa had his domicile in
Santofis in Angast 1406 (1), 1t is, also, a eireonstance not to
be overlonked that his contemporaries {3ee Hervern in his
Dévades de Mmding). Codsider him to be o Biseaynn, hecuuse
in those times the inhabitants of onedigtrict were often
confounded with thoss of some neiglbouring diatrict—the
whole of the inhahitants of the Cantabrian Coast being usual-
17 ealled Besgues; from among whom the Spanieh Monarchs
usually drew their snpplies of men for the Naval Service.

That Juan de la Cosa was sprung from no plebeyan stock
is proved by 1. Miguel Ovtiz Otafien in his Sentvia Loureada
(1677, wherein he refers to La Cosa as of gentle birth,

The name of La Coss appears, moveover, repeatedly in
the =v Century; sinetimes as sponsers in baptiama, at others
as bridemen at marriages; nnd in like manner in the X v snd
xvit Uenituries the name oceurs frequently in 1he Paroehial
Books. It is [urther woteworthy and affords a remarkable
rroof of the importauce of the family name in Santofia,; that
Lope Garcis Palazar, the Chronicler of the time, mentions the
Cogas as ane ofthe most redoubted bands whose feuds produaed
auch desasters and desolation o the Bantander territories
during the x1v and xv Centuries. Nor must we forget to
mention what a learned priest, a native of the ancicut fown
of Santofia, saya, in reforence (o La Cosa, in his work Breisf
Narrvative of the Triusphs and Renowned Sons of Sentofig, or
Sanfenia (ag he spells i) Brove Ralacidn de log lanros, hechos
gloriosoz é hijos afamedos de Santofa, & Suntonia, (1677 He
calls Jusn de lu Cosa the celebrated Pilot who sccompanied
Colombus, and drew upihe firgt Chart of the Cantabrian
Coast: He (La Cosa) drew ap the Chart of thiv dangerovs Const,
and this vendered @ mox! important service lo sea-faring men,

(1) Prohably whei he weint thers io aprangs sboni tuling bis wile nmt i Asierios,
e Ohap. VIII.

-
| i
1 - . i
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and contrituted to the saving o the lived of hs Irethren and pre-
renfing immenge (ngses lo Commeree.

Finally, as there is nota single writer of the xvii Centory
who eusts any doubts on Juan de la Cosa being a native of
Saniofin, and no proof whatsoever existing to the sontrary,
wa Tay, surely, admil a fact that has been affirmed hy a0
many anthors and guestioned by none.

Il

Lp thut the grenter part of his youth was spent at sea,
going on what was then considerad long voyeges, and thatl
lve had made mors than one trip 10 the Wesat Coast of Afriea,
which wasin those fimes the region of the Dizcovery Adven-
tures of Spauiards and Pertugnese. The Chart lie traced of
that part of the world, compared with Porfuguese Charte
of the same period, ia & proof, in the opinion of many
competent writers, that Ta Cosn must have formed part af
some of those bold expeditious carried out by the Spaniavds
towards the end of the xrv Cenfury.

Naw, Juan de la Cosa Leing the owner and Captain of the
ecucavel Sonde Mari, o ship (nae) built in Cantalivia exprossly
for trading with Flanders the most difficult navigation of
thoss times, in whieh were trained those (freaf Costillion sea-
mes, ng Columbus ealls them, 4 ship, consequently, of very
superior sea-going conditions, sontrary to swhat liss been vul-
gurly behieved {thauks to the whim of those who wish fo
magnily the greatnes of the achievement of the dizcovery of
Amerien by redueing the caravels to the category of craft
without deel, s#nd the seamen who manned them to the
lavel of ablacklegss); and the said nae Sante Maria, being in
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tke waters of the County of Niebla (prohably in the port of
Huelva) when the flaet for the Columbus expedition wos
being organized, Columbus was struek with her, and, af onee
entered into tronties with her owner and esptain, Juan de la
Cons, lor employing her in his expedition of discovery, with
the condition of being allowed to hoist his Ensign of Admi-
ral on her mast haad,

Juan de-ln Cosn, in whose stout breast there was no
rooun for fear, whatever might be the dangers to be braved.
at onee acceptod and signed the charter proposed: and as
Magter of the snid caravel Sonfa Maria, and as Pilot of the
fest, lie was ready to form part of the daring enterprise,

Both La Cosn nod the erew of his vessel—all of them ro-
gular <pen wolvess—went oat wnder eonditions of charter
agreed on beforshand. Not so the brothers Pinzén. They
joinwd Uolumbus ss assoclates inthe contract he had stipula-
ted with Ferdinnod and Issbells in the Royal Camp at
Sunta Fé. The Pinzons sailed as pariners in the profite, and
they contributed towards the oxpensei of the expedition.

Dwaring the firat viryage, Whose numearons vicisstndes are
tuo well known to raquirs repetition here, it soon beecime
evident that La Cosa's superior Knowledge was an evesore to
the Admiral—one of the grent defeets in the eharmctor of
Columbus being that he eonld not eaffer mny coeto shine in
lis presesee This wridge of Columibus towards Lo (oea s
proved by the confession of the seaman Joan de Tharra, who
declared that he saw and heared how the Adumiral eom P ain-
ed agningt Juan de s Coss, saving, fHaf after &e{the Admi-
ral) had Brought Lim out to those parts of the world ani banght
ki satigation, Lo Cosa went abowt seying he knew more than
the Admiral hisse! /.

On this Ferndndez Duro very jastly rewnarks, that Colum-
bus eould not pay o greater eomplient to himeell a8 mugter.
Far, as if the art of navigation were as ensily learned uy the
avocation of n waler earrior, who knows the wauy to the fonne-
tain alter the fireb trip, Columbus here admitted that Lu Cosg
was no dull feliow, bot o elever pupil whe could learn navie
gulion in a single voyags, Buf the Admiral seemnd to [orget
that when he became adquainted with Lia Cosa, the Iatter
was then a Captain, navigating his own ship, and that he-
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Liad bravely and generously placed both hie life and property
al the disposal of a Chief, who was quite a stranger to him,
aundd who was in ne bigh 1epute smong the great mejority of
Lia Cosa's Conntrymen.

Nor did the spite of Columbus towards La Cosa end in the
above complnint against bis pilot. For after the discovery of
the island of Sen Selvador, and prior to fhe retorn to Spain,
the Admiral or Flag ship Sanfs Marie, the property of Juan
dé la Cosn, was wreckedl on 4 sunken rock off the island £fis-
paniolz—an secident of which Coluvmbus gladly availed hime
self to daub La Coesw with the title of traitor, covward, and
insubondinate,

The injustice of such prave epithets is easily ehown.

Navarrete himselt, who admits these charges ag entersd
in the MHary of the Admiral, transmitted to s by Padre Las
Cusws, says: At Lhe momenl of Lhe growading of the cavavel lhe
Seawa® perleclly eedm—as cadwe ar @ bosin of walep—dand L
veigel lowched so suftly that dobody on board eavepld (he mon ol
fhe hetm woes conscions af the aeeidend. 1s it, then, eredible that
such an experienced seaman as Juan de ls Coea —thst he who
did nof flineh, in & subsegquant expedition, belore the terrible
hords of the Indiaps of hew Uartagona, nor hetake limself
to flight when his Chief Ojeda owed his safety to his swift-
ness of toot, wos likely to have fled from a ship whers there
was no resl peril, and, through cowardies, abandon hie twn
proparty, hig sole fortune, eomprised in the memoralle nao
Santa Marfa? Besides: if La Cosa was guilty to this charge,
why was he not aceused in the grave and formal indictmenta
presented against Pinzon and others for insubordination to
the orders of the Admiral? A simple note in a fHgry which
was not likely fo ever weet the eve of tho acensed, offers no
Beriong rround of proof of anything bevond the private apits
of Columbus ngaingt the expert pilot who helped him to dis-
cover the New Workd.

But we Liave, bappily, for our heroan irrevergible proof—
& prool invested with all legal requisites—to show that in
the wreek of the Sante Maria, thers existed neither cowar-
dice, nor negligence, nor culpable jgporance, and, still lesa,
treason, as has been atated by Columbus, This proof is con-
tained in o paragraph of a letfer of their Moat Catholic Ma-



SR

jesties to Juan do la Cosn. «Mngemuch as thow Jidst procecd as
Master i one af our ships on the Jigh Seas where, during soid
voyage, were discovered dhe lands and Telonds of the Indies, and
inasmuch qr thow didst lose the soid ship, We fo repay and fo-
sy thees.., . sle.

New what ia to he inferred and concluded from this
but thet Jusn de ls Cosn, on acvount of the unfortunate acei-
dent of ihie lose of the nao Sente Maeria, was entitled to in-
dsmnity and recompense, instead of punishwent or unjusfi-
fiahle censurs?

IV

IOF % his return to Spain; along with Oolumbus, on the
el 1510 0f March 1483, Jusn de ln Cosa ot onee sel about
4 preparing for another expedition.

Their Most Catholie Majesties being eneouraged by the
nnexpectad snbecss of the first cxpedition, and the curiosity
of the poaple Leing exeited by the spenimens of the strange
productsof such distant lande that Columbus had brought
home: and the desire of gain being added to the love of nd-
venlure, the preparations wise made with enthosiasm and
promplitude.

But gome delay in starting on this new expedition ccarred
on aceount of the gquestion that had sprung up befwreen the
Courts of Spaia and Portugal, which af Inst was seftled by
the famous Bullof Pope Alexander VI, and on Wrdnesday,
the 25tu of Beptember 1493, the seeond feet destined to erosa
the Atlanlie Ocean gailed from Cadiz, composed of three large
Naos and fourteen caravele, manned Ly fifteen hundred men.

Juan da la Cosa went in the Nds [otherwise called Sanfa
(larg ag Caplain, and with the addifional title of Master
Thart Maker.
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From the manner in which Columbus insisted on Juse
de In Cosa forming part of this second expedifion to the Xew
Warld, and the good will with which La Cosa sgreed to
reimbark with Uslumbus nobwithetanding fheir pasf want
of cordiality, some writers are inelined to think— although it
in very doubtful—that {hese two grest Navigators, in epite
their apparent difleromees, professed tow urr]ﬂ eneli olher unp=
bounded admirntion and sincere affection.

Iu this second vovage were discovered the izlands of San-
to Domingo, Monsereade, Santa Maria la Rotunda, Santa
Maria In Antigun, and Santa TTreuls, helore they nrrived
Hispaniola.

Here, to ther great grief, they found the Colony they
hail laft completely destroved, with evidunf signs that
the Spunish garrison had perished of the hands af the
[nd-ans.

Ths mistake of Columbaos in belisving that Cubn was a
Mainlnnd, or Continent, existed equally in the mind of La
Casn, ‘ﬁhﬂ-, io the Declaration drawn up oo board of thie
Nina, dotpd the 12t of June 194, and signed by all the edn-
ealed part of the crew, affirmed and witoessed: {iad be Bod
never heared af nor geen an island having an exivel of 335 Jea-
gues of codal from Bast fo Weal, withont having gol yet fo the
el o/ if; and thal ke wow perceized that the Mainlond tuvsed
towwards e 8. SW and SSWS fhot e had no doults aboul its
being o Mainland, bud, on the contrary, baticved and wonld wain-
fain (hat itwas o Mainlond and nol an island; and that before
et fod gone many leagues, seiling along the said Coast he wondd
find land inhobited by civilized peaple dnstruried, and with a lnow
fedge s the waps of the world, eto. ..

Norwithstanding their holding the same opinion on a
point &0 important, the expedition fo Jamaicn snd adjscent
isiands contribuled to widen more and more the bréach be-
tween the Admirsl and la Cosn; and keeping alool f om each
other ae much as circometances permitted, they both return-
ed 10 the DPenineula, wheprs t'hwr arrived on the 11th of
July 1456,

Juan de la Cosa. after thia. as some aulhors assert, reanm-
ed his former sea lile on the Coast of Biseay and Guipuzcon;
while otherg eay Le went into businese with Lhe money he
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had received, in 1484, from the Castillian Monarehs, as An '
indemmnity for the loss of the Sanic Maria.

As a mere matter of curiosify, we copy here an entry,
referring to Joan de la Coza, in the Accoants of the Royal
Treasury, kept by Alonso de Morales, 4s La Josa's Salary for
the second expedition; which document exisrs in te Archives
of Bimancas. Jusn de la Cosa, scaman; To kis credit 1000 mae
racediv each month, on loavd af the ship “Colinag,, i whick ke
hos served from bhe 200 Anpust 1403 o the 110 Tune 1496, when
ke returned Jrom (ke Tadiey fo Cadiz, 33.768 margeedis. He haas
repeived 15.000 margred{s; vemaining fo ks credit 15 706 mara-
vedis.

TFr m ‘HHF to preceed to t]:tu New World and dlscmrm-
= landador lus own aecdanb and riek, he at ones nuught.

the rooperacion of Juan de la Cora, who came to Puerfo de

=antn Marin, where the expedition was being fitted ont.

Nieolas Péres, who was Captain of the King's own ship—
1518 —describes La Cosa at that time ss follows: A greal
seaman i the opraion of all, and in A3 own, wot dnSerior o the
Adviral imgel [ whose companicn and pupil he wes {n the voya-
gea fo Cuda and Jamaice, )

The new fleet was composed of four sliips commanded by
(jeds in person, La Coss aching as chief pilos.

They set sail from Puerto de Sante Marin, and, after 27
daye navigation, sighted the land of Parfus, where they did
not disembark. They visited the island of Ls Margarita, and
hod seversl encountars with the wild saribean aavages,

Herrera, in his {feneral History of the Expleits of ihe Cag-
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tillians in the fslands and MWainlands of the Atlentic Seas {«His-
toris general de log Hechos de log Castellanos en las Telas ¥y
Tierras-Firmes del Mar Océano), maintains that in this vova-
oo (1469 the tree Continent of Amerion was discovered. He-
rrers vindicates strongly the right of Juan de la Cosa to the
title of Digeoverer of Americs, in preference to Americus
Yespuciug, who, although s Pilob in this expedition, held
only fhe rank of Coamographer.

Here are Merrera's own worde: dnd afi thal was discovered
i this veyage, to Alonso Hojeda, a nelive of Cuenca, us Caplain,
and Juan de fa Cosn, as Pilot, belongeth the glory.

What, however, admits of no question ia the fact. that this
expedition to the indies, the third m which La Cosa took part,
wite of the greatest sdvantage to his Country. For he uof
only navigated and explored many lengues of new Coast on
the Amerionn Mainland, but settled, with great prudence and
tucl, & very avrious quarrel that arose between Cjeda and Kol-
fun, the Mayor of Hispaniola,

1he sxpedition of Ojeds nrrived af this islaud on the Hth
of Beptember; and a dispute sz to whether ornot Ojeda had
enf down seme Brazil-wood trees, and was frying to sedoee
over to s party aome Spenimrds, who were disconten bed with
Loldun’s Administention, gave rise to great animosity bet-
ween fhe parties, and led toarmed encoanters, inwhich several
Persens worn killed; and it was difficult to foresee what would
have leen the consequences, had it not been, ss Ierrera
remarks, for the great ability aod prodence of Juan de la
Cosn, who succeeded in bringing about whal neither the avtiffee
nor iegoliations of Hofedo could obtain from (ke stwbbern Roldan;
who acceeded, through the perssusion of Juon de la Cosa, to all
the proposals wlich kad been, hitherto, maode to hiw in vain.

The good offices of Juan de In Cosa being crowned by the
restitution to Ojeda of a ship which Roldan had seized, both
Cjeda and Junn de ln Cosa abandoned the island Hispaniola
and returned to Spain in 1509—an ever memorable date in
Geographieal SBeience—for in that year Jusn de Ia Cosa
fivished the Marihe Chart (¢Carta de Marears which bears
and immaortalises his nAmE,
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- B outeurng on the picturesgue ig fhe description miven
' % by Herrera (in hia Deeade T, Book 4.°, Chap. 1710, of the
‘e preparations that were being made for the foarth vos
yage of Juan deln Coss. Ag it was the dadly gossip, snvs hie, how,
Jroni, the New-Continaenl, tn exchonge for Hile belly and mere
trifles of searcely any valuwe, were brought howe Gold und Peaviy;
and ma Spain waw hen searee oF soney, great inferest was ol
ine fhese veportrs. The desive of earicking themselves increused
i the breasie of men, extinguishing therein the fear of navigat-
tig deep and, kitherls, wnkwown yeas. THE was, in o zpecial
manner, the ‘eeling among the wom of e guarter of Triaug,
Saoulle, who wers maosdly mariners.

A eertuin Rodrige de Bastidas, an howerable ond inteliigent
man (and who must, abso, heve been fhe possessor of some means)
revident in Triona, undertok fo Gt ot twe skips for o go-
g af discovery and purchese o) Fold and Pearls, e entered
itto wrrangements with several pergons, ond porticulorly with
Juan de lo Coss, who war the dert Pilot in - existeniee
those seas, and wio fad deen {radned by the Admiral.

Having obtained, na we read in Legninag, the Royal Char-
ter, and all fheir equipments being finisliod, they sat sail
fur the New Confinent at the beginning ef fho your 1501,

They fovehed ot wmany Ports, exchanging the trifies they
hnd brouwght from Spain for precions metala and oliecte of
mneh valoe; and enfeving the (fuli of Venerwele, amd follocing
the coust Weshwards, they arrvived at the Part called “Retreat,,
witere also was the Porl and city beaving the Name of (fod; and
#lf the ey land they diseovered exeenied 100 lagues; wnd they
gage the nome of Carlfegena to all the islendy thaf be there.

Tn the Gulf of Javagua they lost their ships, through
Whieh mistortune they were eompelled to go by land te Santo
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Tominge; and there the Gobernor, Franciseo de Bobadilla,
under the pretext that they had bartered for Gold with the
lndisns, had them arrested aud shipped &t onee for Spain.

11 the Reeords and Papers of the Trading Department at
Seville. (¢Apuntes ¥ VPapeles de ln Caga de- Uontratacions),
preserved in the Archives of the lndies, mention is made of
thi grave peril in which Juan de la Cosa fonnd himszelf on his
passage lome. Fora greaf tempest urose and most of the
fleat was wrecked én whick Rodrigo de Bastidas was refarning;
but Lo tosa escaped in a ship, the worst of the siz ov wight (hat
weere saved; and the name of that ship was “Aguja,, on boaired o
sehich was the wealth of the Adwmiral, fouwr thowsand dollers,
which was the fivst that roached Spain and seemed Provideniial....
Preseuily ke arrivad af. Cowrl end paid o the Monorehs their
Atk in bhe Gold and Pegris he kad brought hoie; and coery body
vejgiced on keavitng that thess things were being brought from
the New Condenent,

Vil

S B h fame of Jusn de 1o Cosa had grown immensely;
5 and from fhe Moparchs down to ship owners and

Offivials of the Trading Department at Sevilie. overy
heidy sought bis coaperation, looking upen him not only as

the Lest, but the ouly good pilet of the mewly discovered
Hens.

He wis, howerer, unabio to secept any of the muny pro-
ponals made to him; for, o the 5ol July 1903, a Messen-
gerarrived at Court with the news that fowr Porfuguese
shipa hiad reached the lands diseovered in the late expedition

ol Bastides, sm that they had browgt home Inding slives and
Products of divers kinds.
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La Cosa was at onee selected by the Spanish Monarchs
(af the beginning of August) to proceed to Lishon, and, with
all possible precoution, to get ut the exact trath with regard
to thie report. La Cosa displayed such zeal in his mission
that the Portnguese, who were not plessed with thia prying
intn their affaies, held him for some daya o prisoner, But he
got back in September, and presented himself to the Monarchs
af Segovia, where the Uourt wae then residing. He was
paid 6.750 maravedis for his expenses in this mission.

L Cosn informed Queen Isabelln fhat fhe expedition
of the Portngnesa was a fact, and that they had seat out
freah expedition within the present year.

La Coea availed himself of this sudiance with the Queen
to present Tler Magesty with fwo new Hydrographic Charts
of the Indies, with improvements, oo doubt, on his Mapa-
Mundi Chart of 1MW) {which we are now reproducing’ already
presantod to the Queen, and with the addition of the lands
sinee then diseovered, and many particulars collected by
him dnving the past three years, so valuable to Geography.

It was, b this juncture (1604) considered most nrgently
important to eot oat the Pljrillguum". explorafions; :a|¢.|::||.]_.| to
this end, on the 14 th of Febroary, Coateact and stipulations
wers enbterad inlo with Juan de la Cosa, to proceed fo Turther
Discoveries in the Mainland aod lslands of Pearls, and in the
Gull of Urabd, and other places that had not been as yet
vigited by Columbaus, or the Portuguoess.

in sBipolating the conditions of this Uontract, the nngm—
al document, in its qoaiut old phraseclogy, saye: We make
thee, JSuan .:i’e la Cosa, owr Caploin of the said skips and af
the men gong therein.

The Monarehs to show their esteem for La Coss, and their
high appreciation of his services, granted bim & pension for
life of 50 000 maravedis.

Tha project being arranged und agreements being entered
into with his associates, they sboried, says Oviedo in his His-
tory of the Indies, im four ships for the coast of the Mainlond,

Juan de la Cosgas Capiain Gencral, and Julian de Ledesma gy

Caplain of oneaf the ships.
The expedition, aftor touching at the Canary Tslandas,
and completing their supplics of water and fuel, continned
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the voyage, leaviog the islands of Guadalupe and Ban Juan
to the leeward, on the North, and landed on the island of
La Margarita, There they remained one dny; and, on the
following day, they reached the Guli of Cumana, were they
oxplored some islands, and came fo anchor in the Port of
Cartagenn, where they found Captain Crigtobal Gureis, or
(Gperra, n6 he is most frequently ealled by Oviedo.

Leguins relates how several quarrels and diaputes. took
place there, until Juan de la Cosa brought sway his flact
to Izla Fuerte, whieh he took possession of by foree of arme;
and {hen made an incursion wp the greav river Darien,
taking on board some indians and quantities of manufactur-
et Guld.

At thie time a long bosf arrived at the fleef, eayingic
belonged fo the party of Cristobal Gurein, that remuined
behind in the port of Cartagena, to whom they ssid they had
deliversd over the Brazil woeod and slaves to be conveyed to
HBpain, and they related, how, after the departurs of Junn de
la Coga from Cartapena, the Flag-ship of Cristoba: Guerra
had heen lost, and many of the erew drowned, the ghip
having struck on # sunken reef not far distant; that they
had hastened to find Juan de la Cosa, in another of the shipa
to which this long bont belonged, hut that the ship was so
lenky that they were unsble to keep her atlpat; and thaf
getting into the Gulf of Trnbd, they had to threw eargo
overbonrd and run her aground, where she remained strand-
ed; that the Captain who commanded her, s nafive of Triana,
called Monroy, with the others on bourd, begged La Cosa o
eomne to theic wid, and pick them wup: for which purpose the
aiid long-boat had made thetonr of nearly all the Gulf of
Urabfiin senreh of La Cosa's fleet,

Juan de la Coss was not, eaye Leguina, s man who hesi-
tated in hastening to the aid of hie countrymen in distresa.
Mo get ont at once fo the relief of Guorra’s men, who, under
Monray, waited impatiently lia sueeonr, not minding the un-
fituess of kis own ehips, which, although the distance was
not great, became so leaky that he had torun them aground,
and was only able Lo save from their wreek the rrmaments,
bonls, #aile and rapes, and had to lodge upder eover of lenis
some 200 men of his expedition, «of whoms, Oviedo laconi-
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cally remarks, sfew indeed ever returned to their native
land s

Here they remained several monthe, until redoeed to
almngt hall their nomber. Bat although breken down and
weakaned through privations and sickness, they managed to
metready two brigs and a gkill, in which they sbandoned the
aforesnid Gull, alweys under the command of Juan de la
Cosa, who supported all these hard trials better than the
rest. They landed in Zambn so short of provisions, thaf, mad
with hunger, soms -of them did not hesitate to murder an
indinn. snd ercasted pact of the body whieh they devoured,
and conked other pact in n large pot to feed on this feeh in
the longboat which the men who who did this deed oetu-
pied {1].

Thig horrid aet aving been eeported fo Junn de la Coes,
his great and noble breast swelled wih indigantion, and thoso
sentiments of humanity mixed with eonrags, which had so
ofcen distinguished his charsocter, roused his anger fo the
highest pitch; and notwithstanding the critical eirenmstances
in which he was placed, whitn  both avthority and presbige
are sa litle rogarded, among men driven (o desperntion
throuzh long privations and full of brutal instinets, he, ne-
vertheless reprimanded his men most severely. and ecsst to
the groond the pot wherein the humun flesh was haing
eocked.

It was then decided to abandon, forthwith, & place that
had so few attraetions for ndventurers so covetous of wenkth;
and, after severnl attempts, they succecded in landing in a
Lorvitory entively nnknows to them. Then Juan de ln Cosu
and Tedesma, at the head of 30 men, picked out na the bray-
eat from amoug the 50 hande to whieh the expedition was
now Tedused, advanced into the interior and visited several
ﬂlingefg, wliere they found supply of provisions, snd discov-
ered that thiz coast on which they had such diffieulty in
landing, was that ol Jamsica,

(11 Tooan who  were compelled o decupy ih# Lopg-boni, sstnem ihe ghip, were
sk of the crew Wi were minidked Tir some ollence, 1ha long-bond hring tisr

flinting prid.
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As goon a8 La Cosn had aseertained this, be sent off the
birig, which was the only craft they had now Jelt, 10 the
island Higpaniola, shipping the most of his little band and all
the sick, while be himssli remained behind with a few com-
papions to await the réturn of the brig to convey him toLa
Hispanioln - the long desired spot where {hey might rest,
after such a long reries of hardshipe ;

But the few beave men, who remained bebind with La
Cosa, rejoicing in the hope of soon finding rest from their
triale, little dreamt of the new storm that was gathering
 around them. .

The Indians, emboldened by the small number of the
Spaninrds, and the reduced armament remainging on the
inlund, resolved on murdering the strangers. With this foul
degign thoy oifered to guide the Spaniards in their march,
and earry their baggage ioto the interior, encouraging them
witli promises of finding them abundanee of provisions.

I'he nosuspecting Spaniards, to whotn freason Was ever‘an
unfelt sentiment, aceepted these overtures. -Buot they soon
pereeived they wers the vietime of an insiduous spare.

The extraordinary number of indians that kept guibering
round them, in hopes of making an easy prey of these lew
white men: their daring shouts of war—sn unusnal in these
indians, who wers habitualiy so limid and ireesolute, —and
the: ronghness of the ground, so well fitted for an ambush,
into which they seemed to be conducting their dupes, were
evident gizns to the Spaniards of the the evil intentions of
their guides, and of the fate they might expeet. When the
Spaniards Lecame convinced of the treason of the indiane,
they held conncil as to the best means of defending them-
selver in the danger to which they were hourly approaching.
Bevernl opinipns were expressed, when Juan de la Closa,
turning to Cnptain Ledesma, azked him what was lis conneil?
Now, Ledesma was o brave Enight, and spoke as follows: «My
M=aster, what we must do, if we are to save our lives, ia to
arrest these four Chiefs and tie them op; and of this other
rablle let us kill as many of them a8 we can, otherwisc we
are lost; and the longer we delay in doing this, the geaver
will be our peril; for their number is already great, and it
will increase every hour; and more will still be arriving.»

7
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This opinion of Ledesma was unsnimonsly accepted, nnd
hizadvies wus at onee earried into effect. The Chiefs wers
bruskly made prisoners; and this prodnsed snch a proie
among the indians that they instantly dispessed. In this way
the immincent danger, which threatened the Spaniarids, was
at an end: and they began to retreat towards the Const, not
without the oss of some of their number; for the indians
dogeed them on their march, and killed any Spaniurd who
lagged hehind.

At lagt they happily arrived at the Coasl, whera they
found the Lrig that had been coasting abont in search of
them; nd #1l of them were taken on board—Toan de la Cosn,
with hiz nsual good policy and habitual generoeity, setting
the Imdjan Chiefg ef liberty—and were borne to the long
desived iale of Hispaniola.

Junn de ln Cosa, withont giving limself much rest, re-
turned o Spain in 1506,

‘Out of tha proceeds of this expedition, Juan de In Cosa
paid to the Trensurer Maticnzo 401708 Marsvedis, being the
amount of the fiffh apperiaining to the Crown.

1t wns dnring this expedition, in which the notorious
adventurer Guerra took part, that the indians began to show
their open spposition to the ingureions of the Spaniscds; and
through the incorrigible charncter of their race, gave causs
feir ite being said of them in after years: athel the indians are
born in dishonor; live devoid of shame; feed without cleaaliness;
and die withowt the fear of an herealer.s
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= ok some time alter this-wae find Juan de la Cosa eng-
e ured on Officinl Commissions.

3 .First of all, in 1507, he wae in command of two
earnvels to look out for and convoy the ships returning from
the Indies that wers baing chansed Ly the Biscayan Pirate,
Junn de Geanndn, and the Porfugnesa,

From thiz pew post held hy Juan de la Cosa, we sca {(he
eonfidence raposed in lie knowledge and ability in the art of
Naviguiion, as well as the opinion bald of his bravery, and
lovality ta his country, of which he had given #o many proofs.

Ia this snme vear, 1507, king Ferdinand, degiros to revive
that restless spirit of sdventure, which had alwars led to
undertakinge, no matter bow full of peril, Tor earrying out
new I hiseaveriey {anl which E.;Jirii_' of adventure, 88 Navarrete
ramarks, as will as zeal for all pablie affairs, had fallen inlo
astabe of paralization during the years iminedistely following
the denily of the illostrices Queen Isahella) —ssummoned to
hiz Court, then residing at Barges, Jown Ding Solis, Vieente
lbafier Pingon, Juan de la Co.noand Amerieus Vespueivs »
Theze Navipntors being assembled in presance of the King,
it wasagreeed by all that explorabions vughl 1o be confinued
alonz the Coagt of the Mainlund (Tieren-Firme) towards the
douth; and the territory already discovered . [rom Paria
Westwards, comniged. To this emd—and beeause of the
ineressing rivelry  between BSpain and  Porfogal — fonr
erTuvels were mpidly fitted out. The procuring of the
necessary slOTEE WaR asgign gl to Americus V-E:El.i'l uGing, ne
he was known {fo be well experienced in such work.,

Pinzon and Dinz Solis sailed that same vear, 1507, fram
Seville with two of the ships; and Juan de la Cosu, later on,
sat out, also, for the Indies in command of the other two
vissels, which were ealled Herlse and Pindg, whose respee-
tive Lilots were Martin de los Reyes snd Joan' Corres.




I e

Junn de 1a Cosa, bafore his departure on this voyage, left
traced out the Roval Plan, or (General Marine Chart, which
under the direction of the Trading Depariment of Seville,
waus heing earefully got upin view of every new particalar
being nofed and brought lome hy the Fxploring Expedi-
ifnme.

In this, his sixth voyage, Juan de la Cosa gained much
Royal favor, and largess to the amount of 100000 maravedis,
ng part of the expenses; andalso other substantial prools of
the Royal estimution. A ltoyal Decree, dated the 15tk June,
confirmed him in the post of Chief Conatable of TUrabd, which
appointment he alreudy held sinee the 34 of A pril 1504,

Moreover, when he had returned, in 1508, the proceeds
of his expedition amounted fo 207.708 maravedis. For the
Sypanish Monarchs, not centent with the favors granted by
them for notable exploits and extracrdinary progress in the
Exploring  Kxpeditions, entouraged the adventurers, hy
conferring on them, in advance, special distinetions. Ho that
when Juan de la Cosa was fitling out his axpedition, in 107,
a Licence was granted him by Hoyal Decree, dated tho 15th
June, 1507, to possess two slavesin his voyage to La Higps-
nioln: end in & fresh Decree, dated the L7ta of snid month
anid year, Diego Cofumbus was ordered o place at the
disposal of La Cosn an Indisn Chici{eacique) with his Indinns,
bepames In Cosa waos then aceompaniad by his wife (1) and
intended to establish lLimeelf, for good,in that Colony, as
supposed by some; or merely to be nearer 1o the lamis to
ba vet dizcoversd, withont requiring to croas the Atlantic
go fresuently to get to his howe, se helieved by others.

(1) 8ex Chap. 11,
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A '1,.1.3 de la Cosa left the eoasts of Bpain for the seventh
el Lime in 1509—little thinking he was never again to
: soe his native land!

He gteered for La Hispaniola, taking out with Lim, in
aeeordanes with the Apreement deawo up to colonize the
Mainland, 200 picked men, in one ship (NVao)and two brigs.

In Sauto Lumingo lie entered into arrangements with
Ojeds, and the expedition wae fnerensed by another ship
and 100 more men. 1Te and OQjeda zet sail from the said island
on the 10 af November. In this expedition was present the
afferwards eelehrated Pizarro.

Jusn de ln Cosna bad herd a new opportunity for displaying
his gprentness of character for persussion and firmness com-
Hhined. For he had to make peace between Ojedn and Nicoesa,
who hiad a question pending respeeting the limils of each of
their Stated and jurisdiction.

They agread to reier the matter to La Cosn, who, at onee
gettied {heir dispute; his decision being that the Limit of
Lhele respective Governmente shonld be the Great Hiver
Darien; tha ons {o pogses the Enst and the other the West
side thersof,

Junn de In Coss went out in this expedition as Lisutensnt,
by expresg will of the King, who ordersd this to he so
inserfed in the Agreement drawn up; and commanded that
in all parts where Ojedn should not be pregent, Juan de lu
Cosn wiaa to he held as Lieutenant of the King. edad,: says
Uviedo—the great enemy of Juan do la Cosa—athe king being
mind Sl of Juan de [x Cosa, erdersd Hojeda by express command
t take La Cose wilh kim in that quality: ke (the king) wes
pleaved with whatla Cosa had already performedon those Coasts,

and becawse he was an able Novigalor, and was coguainted wilth
Lhuze fomds.w
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Ead, indewd, were the eonsequences cf the decision of
Ojeda in leaving Ia Hispanioln, m 1610, in order o aoeumpany
Juun de In Cosa to colonize the Mainland, for which La Cosne
held the Royal Privilege. Thev Innded in Carveagena, the
seat of Ojedn's government. Dot the natives of {hat place
wern o longer thoss simpla beings, whoee minds had been
so strongly {impressed by the clash of arms, the glitter of
apconlrements, and military teetice of the Spaniards, that
thev had lonked upon their white visitors ag supernatural
erentures, to whose will they had offersd suhmissive obe-
dignes, But heaving got accustomed (o the society of their
invaders, and becomne moreacqgurinted with their weskneases,
their insatiable eovetouness, their continual  eroelly amd
Liard ness of Lenrt, the Tndiaos, onseveraloreasions rosa nguinat
their congnervrs, regardiess of the sure pupishment that
awaited them We must, gpecially, premise that the lndisns,
whare Ojadu desided.to disemlmek, were highly exasperatad
by resson of the conduct of some of the Spaniardz townrds
them—purticilnrly  Cristobal Guersn and  his party—a few
vears ago. ba Cosn, who koew thia well, and wus aulso
aware of these Tudisna usivg poisoned arrows, advised Ujeda
to eolonize the G wlf of Urabd, where Lo Qoea was from the
beginning, on the most friendly ferma with tha ontives, and
had weeustomed them to a fair and juet exchange of nrficles
of barter mutually satisfnctory to Spupiards nnd natives.
Oieda turned a denf ear to this wise conasel of Lo Cosa; and
they had searcely landed when he ordered the Epaniards to
sdvinee into the interior with fre and sword, eansing
terrilile destroction smongr the natives; until the Spaninrdis
gol separnted from each other, through their eagerness to
lond themselves with boot ¢ more fresly. and were goon foreed
to retreat, fishting their way back fo the Coast. Bot althoegh
the Spaniards displayed their usual valor (these who fell
gelling their lives wery dear) they were overpowered by
nuwibers, and notuns of them esesped, with the exception of
Cjudn mnd Diego de Ordax, who owed thair ssiety to their
gwiftness of fool, and nndoreover of a wn-::ldv part ol the
counlry.

o Juan de la Cosa, fulbof raga and voxation, soecesded,

through Joud appeals to the homer of his coumtrymuen, in




S A5 ok

rallying pioht of the fazitives to his wide; and with these,
waking o last effort of incredible valor, he made a stand,
and caused tremsndous slaughter among 1he advaneing
maskes of eavages. But the lndiane kept pressing on; in
ever inercnsing numbers, and amidst horrid yells of ven-
geance. Forevery Indian that fell by a bullet from the fire
armz of the Bpaniards, or the theust of & Castillian blade, ten
gaviger amarmul from the thickete, with their bowa aod
arrows ready for a discharge againet the lisndful of white
TS TN

Hinally, they completely surrounded La Cosa and his
heroie companions; and, oné by one, in hand to hand stroggle,
they suepumbed, The Inst who fell was Juan de s Cosa,

His person was a gingle mass of wonnds, aud covered with
blood, with over bwenty poisoned arrows piercing bis body.

This eafastenphe took slace on the 2590 of February 1510,
in the land which now is Vepeznela

The sad event ia described by Fray Pedro =imon as
follows:

«Sudn dela Cosa made Diggode Crdap hasten to acquaini Hojeda
of the eritical position de wag-in; end having suceeeded, by the
atfhority of his voice and remonstrances, in rallying eight of
Ay companions, he threw hiwsell, sword tn katd, apainsl e
rowy of nabed savages, cansing among em @ dread ful slusghler.
Al mmense multitudes of borbarious pressing on La Cosa, and
his companiony on every side, Lhey fell back for sheiler from the

Andian's dards, on a Aul, twhich ey wnrogfed, and Jrom this

Little fort they defended themselves with the most obatinale valor.
La Cesa saw Ry comrades fall, one afler another, by hiz sde;
while he himaelf, pievced by more than fwenty poivomed arrows,
and abeul lu ecpire, withdrew when fhe gliray was sdoul guver,
and died ab the momend he wap fewemd by Ros coundrynen, wiho
came o fhe roacues
Padre Las Casas relates the tale of La Cosa's death in
almost the same words.
afwan de {a Cosas says he clook shaller s a hul, whtch he fownd
wnrogfed, or ke Mosel £ and his counfrymen snroajed o as ey
Lt powld, and forming a barvieade with the timber, they defended
themseives, wnlif Le Cosa saw, wilk sorrow/ul eges, his compa-
siony dewd al his wide; while he feli burning wilkih him the fire
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aof the many poisoned darls, which transpierced his body; when he
became faint, and seeing one of his wen still alive, who bad
Jougkl man fully without succwmbing befove the Indinns, be fhus
addresed fim: “Sioce God kath still spared thy lfe, my brother,
hasten and save (hysel/, add tell Hojeda how fhow hast left me
in this extremily.,

Léper Gomnra niflrma affial the fody o' La Cosa was devonsed
dy the Indicas.» But this version is eoniradicted by grave
authors, and among them Herrern, who relates. thal whan
some of the companions of La (losa, under the command of
Ojeda, came to his aid, reinforced by Nicuesn's men, «fhey
Jound the body af Juan gela Cosa nlose to a tree like @ hedgehog,
on gecoutl of the many daris herein, and must kove been swollen
and deformed by the poisonous kerbs, and with many ugly wotnds -
e of this sight he Bpeniards were 80 Rorvov-strech that notla
wan of thein would dare to remain theve that night. »

Navarrefe gives n similnr wecount of this lamentable day,
«t the drrival of Nicwesa al Caringena, the boaty of Hojeda's
Heet pud o L Vo meed hitn, avd informed him of the gread calamity
thatl Ao befallem Lhem, Niewesa semi for Hojedu, and when
they met he jell on Hojede's neck, and received Rim wilh great
love snd generosity, offening fo go alongy with him to lok fir
Lo Cosa, and kelp kim to avenge those who fad fallen in batfte.
They both mounted on war sieeds, and with four Toendred men,
in tiwo divisions, they commenced their maroh; i, during night,
Jell on the village of Twrbaco by sugprise.s

And the Indians. who believed they hsd made an end of
the Spaniards, seeing them, now agaivo, cutting the savages
to pieces, and burning them up in their huls, whenever they
took refuge therein, wera irightened beyond measure, BE[En
cially af the sight of the war horses, which they had never
seen befors. ;

It i snid that the hooty they made for Nicuesa and his
party took seventy Spuninrde to carry it away.

Hey found the body of Juan dela Cosn tied toa tree, like
a hedgehog on aceount of the many darts therein, swollen
and dreadfully distigured by the effect of the poisonous herbs.

-
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 gus ended the life of the brave Captain and illustrious
&1 Nuvigator.

His deall is one of the most glarious that a soldier
cmlj desire. Pis name, icthe Annalsof the history of the
Tiseovery and Conguest of the Indies, must alwayve shine
with unextinguishable splendour.

His logs wes keenly lelt by the Crown of Castille; Tor the
King saw himsell, with much regret, deprved of the counzele
of a0 illustrions Cosmograrher, who at that epoch enjoyed the
hichest repufation. not only in Spain, but n Poartugal and
pleewhere: and algo of the valoed servicen of & Captain, who-
never liggitaied a moment in offering lis life a8 a holoenist
for hin country.

And benee we find that, in 1511, when the Em;‘.’; granted
sundry recompenses to the THseoverers, orders were given that
the Indiane (slaves) of Nicuesa and Ia Cosa should remwin to
them: and hy » Royal Decree, dated the 2.0 of April of the
gamie vear, the Urading Department of Seville waz ordered
to pay to the widow of La Cosn 45.000 Maravedis, a8 a
bridal ‘#ift to bis eldest danghter, who was nbout to be
mnrried | This anm appears in the Official Aceounts, as also
the salaries owing to Captsin La Cosa, who, ssshown by
nuthentic 'documents, enjoyed an annual pension of 40, Fo0
Maravedis,

The news of the death of Juan de la Coss wos received in
Spain with preat gorrow. Solemn funernd rites were perform-
ed; and history hands trangmitted to us part of the panegir-
ieg pronouneed.

In addition fo this we have many high opinions of him
extant.

Columbua Limeslf, who natwithstandiog his resentment.
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townrds La Cosza, could not help calling him a selever mans,
and o Master in the srt of Navigation,says that he «fook with
him, in hix firet ond secomd voyapes, Mastersin Mavine Chart
making, and most able Pilots, of much redgwn, whom he ehose out
af the great mariners of Costille.s

Padre Las Casas calla him «the preat Pilol.»

Herrera saya he was othe best Pilot that enisted for those
Sens: aman of great courage and merif.e

Lépez de Gomara ealls him ean expert mariner.s

Ferndndez de Oviedo saye ohe wed an sperienced seaman,
and & man ef greal personal courage.»

Washington Trving states that «le Cosgwasa mariner af
mch fame, and g pupil af ke Admiral.»

Kohl terms him oftke famons Pilof and designer of Charts.»

And, finally, welave hig Greal Soversign's opinion of
him, in the Royal Chisrler, dated in Aleald the Gin of July,
1503, which contained the stipulations for the sxpedition of
Bastidas; wherein Queen lanbelln paye: of wonld feel more
highty pleased showld the said Juan de lg Cowi go oul in this
voyage; for Ilelieve he knomvs betler how o comduct i@ than any
one else.»

On another oeession ghe suggests to Cristobal Guerra:
«As to what concerns Navigation, Fwould have you o be guided
by Juan de In Cosa, whom T lmow lo be a man alle lo give

Posterity ronfirtns this oyal opinion; and will ever look
upon Juan de Ia Cosa ag one of the brightest Stars in the
(3alaxy of Spanish Discoverers
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@T—IE first Mapa-Mundi, extant s, undoubtedly, the very
Wit interesting one, which woowe to the practieal seienee

'@ and skill of the consummate Cosmoprapher Joan de
In Uosa, preserved, nay, almost veoerated in the Naval
Musenm of Madrid.

I'hig inyaluable origins] document is drawn on parchment,
comprizing two sheets, counected at the smaller ends, and
would form o rectapgular surface of 1@, B3 in length by
(¢ m, 08 in height, were it not for the ronnding al the top,
with the object, donbtless, of giving a more pleasing appear-
ance to the engemble, and of sappressing the space destined
to be filled wp with the yet unknown regions of the newly
digcoversd American Conlinent.

() this rectangnlar figure the fropieal ¢Cnoecers is nade
to serve as the lerger axis—the higher extremity being the
Wegtern Cardinal point, in whiek, in eoutnet with the arch
of the airele that forma the border of the document, there s
another small rectangly, in the faskion of a pieture within
a [rame, which eontains a likeness of Saint Christoper in
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the net of ero=aing the river, holding & huge pine staff and
earrying the Cluld Jesus oo his shoulders—an evident
allusion to Uhristopher Columbus, Tt is supposed by many
tha! the face of the SBaintis a true portrait of the Admiral:
and in truth, the argnments are as strony in favor of “thia
baoliel as aganinat if.

At the foot of the little sguare. contnining. this effigy,
there is an ingcription that rune as followe: «fuan de la Cosa
fa fizo en ¢l puerto de 8. m.* en ol gio de 1500, (Drawn by
Junan ds In Coza in'Port Saint Mary in the vear 1560.)

A little lower down, on the axis line there i & large
Hoesalle, or Mariner’s Compase, of sixteon points or directions,
andd alpo an imags of Our Lady, but oot deawn by the same
hand as that which designed fhe Sant Cheistogiher pietura,
This is ensily discernible pot only from ihe greater perfec-
tion in the drawing, but from the fact that the picture of Our
Lady is a cutting from o paper engraving, pasted on the
parchment snd illuminated with ecolowrs to mateh the rest
of the work,

The artiet must have procecded in the same faghion with
regard {o the Horal Arme Eacaftheon, which must have
fallen off, or been taken, purposely. from the Map, the littie
gynare spacs it cccapied ouly remaining,

Although the drawing in the pietures s not very fine,
yot the Uharf, in minate detards, is the work of patient
Inbour; and the rich illumination in gold and eolonrs is of the
superior ¢luks of Worle of those times, and, compared with our
moidern engravings, is what minieture Bibles are fo
printed onee,

But where the extrome care of the cartographer is evinced,
ig in tha beauty and diglinetness of the inscriptions, writben
in ink of diverse colours, especinily the prineipal nwmes of
the parts of the world, Afriee, Kurope, Ase. and, inthe
centre, Mare Oceqnum, which iz fancifully and. elegantly
traced.

Tu all the spaces of Inland, where thers is no danger of
eonfusing the directions or sailing eocurses. useful for the
guidanee of the Navigator, the painter of the Map gave scope
o more capricious colouring, loeating in the eities of impors
tance and in the Porte of greater concourse, figures of chur-
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«ches, castles, walls, and faveifol buildings. In each kingdom
he draws effigies of the reigning sovereigns, ajforned with the
insignin of their office, and some of them seated on thrones.
In Babylon he places the renowned Tower; on the confines of
the Red Sea, the Queen of Sheba, beandiahing u sword; and
the three Wiss Men, or Magi, mounted on their steeds, cross-
ing Asia towards Syria, zuided by the star; and, whal s
particularly worthy of attention (om the Fastern extremity
within the domains of the Great Genghis Kan) are the {wo
figures, the one of # man without a head, with his eyes in
hie chest, and hig mouth in his atomaech; and the other with
the enont of & dog. The ingcriptions altached to these figures
“f Giot,, “K. Magof,, may be talen to refer Lo “Glog, Mageg.,
«of the Bible; and may, at the same time represent those
mengterd which Colowbmus, in hies firet voyage, nnderstood to
exist fn Uoba, and which, in his fmagination, e conlonndéd
with the lands of Cipango and Cathay, deseribed by Mareo
Palo in the account of his adventoraes,

La Cosa skefehed, also, on his Map the ships and carayels
of liia day, aceording to their respective nationality; sad,
following the cuetom of the times, he usea legs to distinguish
the limite and possesgions of Porfs snd [xlunds.

«Thig circumatance alone would be sufleient, says For-
nindez Duro, from whoem we take this information, to render
La Cosa’s Map of immense value, a8 no doults can exist aa
to the safheclicity of avery particular indiested thereou; nnd
History , Archeeology, and Ethnography ehall 1eceive a boon
the day that this Map becomes faithfully reprodnced, on its
natural 2eale, and can he stadied with greater attenfion and
leigure than has hitherlo been possible. »

This apportunity is now afforded by the grand pulblication
of this Map which ssfior Cidnovas Vallejo and Professor
Traynor of Madrid sre now giving to the world.

To rendér the ilecoration more complate, and to assist in
ealenlating the sailing eourse, lines are drawn from the
Houssette, or Mariner'e Compass, in yarious eoloure whick, in
their pristine state, must have been pleasing tothe ¢ye.




et
E HE Chart iz not drawn to geale, nor in strict conformity
"with modern Mape as to figure; so that it is some-
whafdilfiealt to varifyin detsil snd determine minately
sotng of the places, owing, nof so mueh o the Iacilities of
analvtie cormmparison with modern docoments, as on account
of the ravages of fime, which have somewhat altered the
confignration of the Map and theonsmes of the places, althoagh.
itig not, in geperal, in bad state of eonservation. It com-
prises, entire, Kurope and Afries, a large porfion of Asia,
and is drawn with wonderfol perfection. conridering thetimes.
Nothing seemas to have eseaped the attenfion of {he cartogra-
pherin his sketch of what mast be justly considerad a «Mapa
Mnndi,» or g trug representatinn of the world a8 explored by
Eurapenne af the end of the xv Century,

But what git%es special importanee to this Map, wlhnt raises
this pieee of parehoent to the catepory of an Historical «Mo-
nument,» isile presenting to us the West Indies at {he mo-
ment of thair dseovery; showing the dest lands vxplored; and
depictintg the Islande of the Antilles and the American Con-
tinant, from the River Amazon fo the [ethmos af Panami,
with nrelarive lrutlifulness Chat spoaks highly in favor of the
2kill of the Bpanish Mavigaturs ab the time of laying this
foundation stone in the history of their wondorfol Maritime
Expeditinns:

The Map preserves the primitive names of the places,
amony which way be pointed, out ns euriosilics, some of the
principal ones, sach as «Cosie Aregadas (Submergod Coast),
and « Mare Dudees ('reah Waler Sea), which struck their sight
at the Delta of the River Orinoeo: efosls e fas Perdass (Coagt
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of Pearls!, and «Jfela de Margalidas (Pearl Island), given to
the place where the Spaniacds bartered for this favorite orna-
ment of the fnirsex: «fsla del Rvasil (Isle of Brawil] where
thev obtnined specimens of the die woods then called by that
name: sBocaw el Dragons (Dragon’s mouth) st Trinidad,
where the Cuarrent's drendiull roar was heard: « Venesuelas
(Little Veniee) in the Gull of Marieaibo, where they saw what
appeared to them towns built npon the waters. Other places
wert named aceonding to the impressions produced on the
sensed of the discoverers; such as, ofsls de Giganfeer (It of
Giants); «Calo de Speras (Cape of Waiting; fela de Posesions
(lele of Possession); « Réo de Vacig-Jarriless (River of Emptying
barrels: «Cabo Flechados (Arrow poinfed Capel; <ftio de la
Holgansas (River of Luziness); ote. ete.

[t is rather supriging that La Cosa should be neqnainted
with the voysges made by Schastiun Cabot, in 1407, with
sutficient details 2o sketch the Coast which he ealls «Mur dex-
cuibierto por inglesess (Sea dizcovered by the English), that i
Nova Seotin and Lubrador; with other names 1hiat have not
been preserved, such ag «(abo de Inglaterras (Cape Kngland);
s Lisartes (Lizard); «Sen Jorger (Saint Goorge); «Seute Lurins
(Baint Lues)... And, what s still more surprising, La Cosa
maked Cuba appear on his Map as an istund, Columbus hime-
gelf never was oware of Cuba being an island; por was this
gatisfactorily ascertained until Nicolie de Ovando, Knight,
was sent out by order of king Ferdinand witlfspecial instruc-
tious for Sebastidn de Ocampo to sail roued i, which he did
in 1608, Herrera, quoting the original document, whiel existed
in the Clounedl of the lndies, relates this fact in his Decada 1,
book 7., Ohap. 1. Yet it is evident that La Cosa knew that
Cuba was an island eight years earlier.

Taking into consideration the rude instroments of Naviga-
tion of those times, and the scaot store of material for soch
work ihen carried on board, in would be too much to expect
{hat the geographieal pogition of the localities ghould be
abgolutely eorrect, and in strict accordance with what hidro-
graphers, after the lapse of 400 years, and with great Iabor,
beve fixed with scientific exactness. 1t is, precizely, on
arcount of the amount of lahor and advancement that have
been reguisite to arrive at perfectionin geographienl science,
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that we gan appreciate the work of La Cosa, who, by this
singie Map, as observed by Ferndndez Duro, has immortalised
his name.

@ Hie celelirated Map woas flnished in Oetober 1500, just
=

=i nf the elose of the Middle 4 ges, and at the dewn of the

G% xvr Uentury,

“rom the hande of their Most Catholic Majestics, it passed
into tha Arélives of tha Trading Department of Seville (Case
e Conbritecidn de Sevidla), where by order of King Ferdinand,
all sueh documenta were kept. as 2 sort of «Registrys, locked
up in & safe to which there wers three independent keys.
From there it was translerred o the Archives of the Indiss,
along with all the doruments, Mlans, Maps, ele., of the an-
cient «lrading Departments (Casa de Confratacidn) 1t is pro-
pable it fouod ita way from thers into some Monnatery, which
iz not strange, iMwe consider the influence of the Meonastie
Institutions and Churchmen of those times, and the interest
they took 1o il matlers of geicnee and Literature,

Pedeo Martie Anglarin relales that, in a vigit he made o
Liishop of Burgos, Juan Faonseca, in 1514, he saw in the
Chamler of the Prelate o beautifal Marine Chart of Joan da
ln Cosa, Pedro Martiv Anglerin gives oo deseription of this
‘Chart; so that we cannot [reely assert 1hat it s the same one
we naw pogsess, Yet it would bo haeardous to deny the possi--
bility of ils eing the same; for Fonseen had besn the Presi-
dout of the «asa ds Contratneidns of Seville; and we have
hero s proofol the facilities for Maps and Charts ordered by
King Ferdinand 1o be kepl in the Archives of said +Oasa
de Contratucidns, to Gnd their way info Bishops paluces,
And the fact mentioned by Pedro Martic Angleria goes far 1o
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explain the disappearance of this valnable Map of La Coea,
which was atolen and carried into France, if not during the
Penineulne war. as stated by o learned writer, atl lesst in time
to be digeovered in a sale room Ly the well kuown geogrupber
Baron Walekeanaer, who at oned bought it up, to add to his
Collection of Mapa, Charts, Pland, and all such inferesting
curipsilies, for the scientific studies to- which be devoted his
time and talents.

The Baron was st the tims Minister for Holland st Paris;
and no sooner had he got hold of this famous Map of the
renowned Spanish Pilot, than he presented it with great show
and praises, 1o the circle of bibliophilists by whon he was
constantly surrounded. He made honorable mention of it in
the translation of Pinkerton's Works, and permitted it to be
ingpeeted and eopied by all those who had u taste for snch
pludiea,

The Ijraf_._whu availed binsell of this genarosity was the
illustrinus Baron Humbeldt, who hos spoken at some length
on this Map of Juan de Ia Coss in the Totreduction amd Vih
volumne of his « Beamen critigue de Phdstoire de la Geographie du
Nowreeaw Continent;s and cansed u ofge-gimiles repraduelion of
if to appear ln the Geographicsl and DPhysical Atlas of his
Travels.

M. Jomard, Cueator of the Carfogrephie Department of the
Imperinl Library of TParis, had apother repgoduction of it
made, iniuk only, whicl, forms part of «fa Colisetion des Mo-
numents dela Geographic duw Moyen Age,s

Viseount Santarem, in the greal work Le directed by order
of the Portuguese Government, confined himeell to copying
from it the part appertaining 1o Afriea.

M. Charton inserted in hia ¢ Voyages Anciens ef Modernss,
engraved on wood, the part of America, on & reduesd seale,
eonfimng himeelf, in the text, lo the opinion of M. Denie,
(s Nownedle ivgraphie Oénérales) who is an enthnsinstic adimi-
reér of the Map of Juandeln Coan, which he ealls «a Monu-
ment of the Primitive Cartography of the New World.»

MM, Terneaux, Compans, and La Boquette sreof the aame
opluiou; as well a5 all writers ag have had oeension to refer
to thiz Map. And M. Vivien de Saint Martin endorses these
geveral opinions in his « Wistoire de fa Gengraphics, wherein he

u
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says: «Juan dela Cora, one of the most expert marinery and
able cartographers of his time, has laft us a Geographical
Monument which immortalises his name: inssmuch as it s
Mnpa-Mundi, representing, in an admirabls mannoer, the
eoantries known in his time; not only of the New Western
Repions but of the Globe. s

The above quolation, like numerous others in relation to
Juan dela Uoss, we have transcribed from Ferndndez Duro,
who, howerer, as remarked by Leguioa, and as verified by
onrselves, absolately contradiets what is stated in sald quo-
tation, when hesays, in his arficle on Juan de ln Coss, in the
greaf Work «Museo Espafiol de Antigiedades:s oIt iz not
poegible to admit that any one who treats of Geography in
the presoni day shonld be ignorant of the existencs of w
Document of such importance; and yet we have o count
among the nnmber of those that omif it a recent Wark of
M. Vivien de Saint Marfin —a work of some pretensions, us
revealed by ife fitle, its lavish {ypegraphieal beauty, with
ehromo=lithogmphed Aflas; purporting to give an jdes of the
Charta of the greatest anbiquity and merit, yet without even
mentioning that of Juan de In Coen.»

Motwitlistanding this contradiclion, we are inclined 1o
think that the lrat mentioved guotation from Vivien de Saint
Martin is more like the fruth, alfhongh Sr. Duro did not
express his other opinion uniil recently.

IV

‘T_ ne Map rewnsined in possession of Baron Walckenaer
gt until the year 1853, when his Libliophilist fricnids heard

7/ that he had died suddenly, and that the valuable docu-
menta belonging to the learned Baron would be, at onee,

put up to public anction. The sale was advertised for the 12th




- T

af April, snd the Cafalogue, describing the rare and curious
documents, placed at 1he head of the list the Chart of Juan
da In Coen, which the learned Baron had qualified as ethe
most inferesting Geograplical Drawing thatwehave inheriled
from the Middle Ages.»

Hefor Ramién de ln Engra, author of the «Pelilical and
Nutural History of the fsland af Cubgr.—an intimate friend of
the Haron, und a greatl admirer of the Cosa Map, of which he
had not only made entjon in the preface of his work, but
had a gketl {aken of it in 1he part referring 1o the New world,
which he aunexed to his work—as eoun ag he heard of the
gale, broke the matter to severn] influential Spaniards, and
addrogsed an officis! communication to the Minisferol Marine,
eugresting that il was both just nnd advisabde to resfore to
Spain this invaluable original Map, which eontained the
proufs of the seientifie knowledge possessed by the Epanish
Mariners, Companions of Columbug in the discovery and ex-
ploration of the West Indies. The Minister of Marine st onee
nommunicated the news (o the Minizter of State, requesting
that, through the Bpanish Legation at Paria, the Map of La
Coza ehould be bought for aeconnt of the Ji}'l'!I'DgI“HPh{E [hes=
partment of Madrid, in whose Archives it should he placed, La
Hapra was commizssioned to assiat at the sale; and alter many
dificuliies ard misgivings ([or geveral prvate individisl=
Englishmen {1) and Bussinns, and even n repressutalive of
the Imperial Library of Parie, appeared at the sale and kept
biilding for the Map until the price went up to 4.321 irancs)
it was, at last, secured by La Sagra, who, when Le got poss-
easion of it, did not mind confessing, in the presence of all
who heard him, that be had been determioed to have the Map
st any price, without any limitalion whalsoever; as the
multer was one in which the camour propres of the Spanish
Government was coneerned. Thus the Map was restored o
Bpuin, and wag exposed to public curioaity in the Naval Ma-
geum of Madrid, in the Department of Discoverers and Illues

{1} e of thees was our present snbsoribae, Mr, Sievens of London, whe offaed
& D) Eranes Tor Gr,
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trivus Marines, and placed on the Catalague of the Museum,
with a note, of whieh the following is the translation:

«N.® 553, Chart of the part apperiatning fo dmerica, desipn-
ed by Juan de la Cosa, in the second voyage of the (femoese
Discaverer in 1493, and in the Kepedition of Alonso de Ofede in
the same year. Stolen from Spain, 4@ wes in ke possession aof
Baron de Walckenacr, whose Evecutors suld it in public auction,
when i was beught for the Hydrographie Department, twhose Di-
rector, af the tue, Sefior George Lasso de la Vega, kindly had if
deposiled in this Musewm, in order thet the pullic may admire a
docunment so curions, and of swch merit, considering the epoch in
wihich it was made.»

From the time of its installation up to now, notwithstand-
ing the many precious velics contained in the Naval Museum
of Madrid, the Map of Junn de la Cosa has boeome the object
of the greatest curioeity to every class of visiters.

In the vear 1875 this Mapwae reproduced on a small geale,.

and with ul any colour but hlack (precisely the anly eolour
which 1Le original does ol contain) and was annexed 1o the
belorementioned work «Museo Hapafiol de Antigiedadess,
with n woll written arficle full of intercsting facts Ly sefior
Fernindez Duro.

Bubeequently Photographs 1ave been made of it, which
are altogether ingnfficient to give sn adequate idea of the
value of this document. And, during the yressnt year, n
Review colled «E! Centenarios has offered to its subseribers
# small photo-hthographic reproduction of it, deplorably
ilhiminated, aod which, beeides the numerous inaceoracies
a# to colours, ia inadequate to afford any useful study of the
Map; as it is unpossible to rend even one of the thonsunds of
naimes which the originnl confaing on 1he Coasts, nor even

the nnmes on the interior of the Continents, go interesting in.

B0 many reapects,

The imporinnee of La Cosa’s Map, and the non-existence
of a Reproduction thersol, that could satis(y the legitimate
winhes of men of science, indueed Sefior Antonio Cdnovas
Vallgjo and Professor Traynor, of Madrid, to poblish an
exael, curefnl, and [aithiul copy of it, without omitting «
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single detail, us to size, colours, or even injuries of time; so
that, in reality, the possessor of one of these Reproductions
¢an study the Map as if it where the original.

We need not hers extol the meritorious character of such
an undertaking, which has been erowned with the greatest
BUCCEEE,

We have only to refer to the Reproductions themeselves,
which have had sueh favor from the publie, and to the encou-
ragement and spplanse we have reseived from every guarter
of the Old and New World.

Spanish Version rendered by Professor
Traynor.
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Obras del mismo autor,

Pasetas,

Javier Malo (), wovela,, ..., .. = 250
El Mosén, nodala. o0 e i, SR 350
Pecado Mortal, "' jmovela . coooi i, 3.50
Mocedades, colecatdn do novelas cortas.. .. .. ... .50
Poesias {edicion agrandal, 050 i Dol e i ¥
luicios criticos de las Exposiciones Nacionalas de

Beltas Artes. .. ... ... B A L e e 3
i Ay loaquin, nuantu te quwra‘ Juiguafe edinice e

I R T T S SR | WS R ST R 1

Proximas a publicarse.

Troce semanas en Londres, apantes de riaje,

La impavida, norela, '

Histaria general de la pintura sspafiola clve ilusipadn con
reprodicdiones  fofplitograficas. '

En preparacion.

Mueva coleceion de novelas cortas,
Loia, sovela,

La Narcisa, nnvela.

Anécdotas artisticas.

A demirida por 1a cmipresy editorial £ Cosmox.
{ey - Tradudeidnde A Theariet en colabaracion econ el dis-
tinguide bteraio {raneiz H, D'Elthour Beubeau, ¥ por énearro
e la miisma empréss Bl Casmod.
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