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Tux result of the late Campaign in Portugal
and Spain, seems fully to verify the opinion of
an eminent modern writer, who, after observing,
that a nation, consisting of degenerate and cow-
ardly men, be it ever so numerous, i1s weak ;
while one, consisting of vigorous publm—spl-
rited men, even where numbers are wanting, is
strong ; concludes, that the sinews of war, In
hands that cannot use them skilfully, are of no

avail. |

No man of observation can have travelled, of
late years, over the Continent of Europe, with-
out being well convinced of the multiplieity and
value of the resources possessed by the greater
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part of Portugal, but more particularly by the
provinces which compose the north of Spain ; and
.every Officer who accompanied Sir John Moore's
army, must be but -too well acquainted with
the feeble and inadequate manner in which such -
resources have been called forth- and employeci
by the Regency of the one country, and the
Provincial Juntas of the other. ~ Of the probable
consequences of this crimimally weak conduct, as
well as of the general apathy of the people, many
facts, well calculated to attract attention, might
have been a{lvancéd; but the writer of these
sheets could not bring himself to enter largely
on topies, the discussion of which might do in-

jury to.a most noble cause.

The points which have principally engaged
his attention are, the positions and operations of
the armies an Portugal and Spain;  eccasianal
; descriptions pf the face of both Countries : which
descriptions, by the way, are aépompanied with

several drawings, traits of -the characters of their
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inhabitants, and, as was to be expected, remarks

on various occurrences connected with his own

profession.

These letters were not originally intended for
the press.. T, of course, became requisite to
omit, as well as to alter, many passages. They
have been revised under considerable disad-
vantages, the. writer having received orders to
prepare for foreign service, in less than a week
ofter he had consented to allow them to be pub-
lished : and this circumstance he mentions as
an apology for the imperfections which a discern-

ing reader cannot but discover in them.

He ought to add, that he has studiously
avoided indulging in reflections: that partake of
party-spirit ; that he has endeavoured not to
extenuate, ¢¢ or aught set down in malice ;” and
has, at all times, been actuated by a steady ad-
herence to sacred truth,
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PORTUGAL AND SPAIN.

LETTER 1. e

BRIGADIER-GENERAL ANSTRUTHER’S BRIGADE ARRIVES OFF MONDEGO.
—PROCEEDS TO THE BERLINGS~—DESCRIPTION OF THESE ROCKS.—~
INTELLIGENCE OF THE BATTLE OF ROLEIA.=—CAPTAIN GORDON IS
PISPATCHED TO THE BRITISH CAMP.

' On board the. Westmoreland transport, off the
Berling rocks, Portugal, 18th dugust, 1808.

TO *WEEE RAXEEX EXMOUTH, DEVON.

MY DEAREST FRIEND,

You will perceive, from the date
of this letter, that we have reached our destination, ‘not-
~withstanding the gales and baffling weather which we had
to encounter in the Channel and Bay of Biscay.

B
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CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL.

From my last, dated Plymouth, the first of this month,
you would learn, that we had once put into Weymouth,
and twice into Plymouth ; from the latter of which ports
we sailed on the morning of the second. By the evening
of that day we had passed Falmouth with a fair wind,
which unluckily proved of very short duration. However,
having at length had the satisfaction of descrying over the
distant Horizon, the high blue moantains which form Cape
Finisterre, we stood in towards the shore. Our Commo-
dore (Captain Austin) shot.a~head, and made telegraphic
signals to some ships of war lying close in, after which we

altered our course, and lay up along the coast of Portugal.
We bad been taught to expect that we should now meet

with a.good breeze, as the wind is said generally to blow
from a northerly “direction here: this opinion proved to
be correct, and on the following morning, our fleet was
dashing through the green billows at the rate of seven
knots an hour, all sail set. In this style we proceeded till
we réached a bluff head-land, which proved to be Cape
Mondego.

To the southward lies the small town of Figueras, in
the'roadstead and harbour of which we observed a number
of our transports and men of war riding at anchor. Cap-
tain Austin made the signal for his flect to lie to, while he
sailed and spoke the head-gquarter ship, the Donegal, Cap-
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tain Malcolm. Having returned, a signal was hoisted to
make sail to the southward, in which course we continued
the whole of the mﬂht and yesterday forenoon, we arrived

at this anchorage.

The rocks, off which we are now lying, are about six in
number, perfectly sterile and devoid of any vegetation,
except the samphire plant, which is scattered in thick
tufts, over these huge blocks of red primeval granite.

On the eastern side of the island nearest the shore,
stands an old castle, containing within its precinets a semi~
lunar battery ; on the embrasures of which are mounted a
few pieces of rusty old cannon, which are in a most vene-~
rable state of decay. One would imagine they were in-
_'tended rather to harmonize with the ruins of the edifice,
than to ammoy the ships of an enemy; since ‘they are
nearly all dismounted, and into many of their touch~holes
a man’s hand may be introduced with much facility.
Of this Gothic structure a subaltern of our marines, with
a party of twelve or fourteen men, has now the uncon-
trouled possession ; having some days ago succeeded to
about as many ragged Portuguese, its former inhabitants.
With a few books one might here make oneself an‘abso-
lute recluse, and yet enjoy many of the substantial com-
forts of this life :. for the little garrison is well supplied

B 2
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with hogs, sheep, fruit, &c., by the fishing boats from Pe-
niche, which resort hither to catch a species of mackarel
that abound near the rocks. We. have just had out of
one of these little zebecs, now paddling about the fleet, a
tolerable sized basket of mackarel, for the trifling sum of
one shilling,

On our arrival here we found his Majesty’s ship Alfred,
commanded by Captain Bligh, with a convoy of victual-
lers, store, and hospital ships, moving along the coast, for
the purpose of supplying the wants of General Wellesley’s
army : and through them we had our curiosity gratified
as to the cause of a tremendous heavy fire of artillery and
musketry, which we yesterday heard along the shore. It
arose, we were told, from an eagerly contested action, which
the gallant General had with the French troops, under
Laborde ; the result of which is most glorious to our coun-
trymen, who, with more than their usual gallantry, drove
the French, posted along some almost inaccessible hexghts,
in all directions, The enemy’s fire is said to have been
very severe and galling, and to have been checked by
cur troops solely with the bayonet.

The consequences of this victory, which took place near
Obidos, have been the capture of three pieces of cannon,
-and the retreat of the French army, to a position much
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nearer Lisbon; while ours has made a considerable a=d-

vance,

i

Brigadier-general Anstruther has dispatched his Aid-
de-camp, Captain Gordon, to acquaint Sir Arthur Welles-
ley with our arrival: and we expect to be landed, imme-
diately upon Captain Gordon’s return, for which we are
all very impatient. | |
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LETTER II.

RETURH oF CAPTAIN GDRDDN FROM THE BRITISH CAMP,==DESCRII~
~ TION OF PENICHE.—ERIGADIER-GENERAL ANSTRUTHER’S BRIGADE
18 LANDED AND PROCEEDS TO VIMIERA <e{T6 JUNCTION COVERED
BY MAJOR-GENERAL SPENCER.—DESCRIPTION OF THE- VILLAGE OF
VIMIERA,

“19th August, 1808.
CarraIN Gorpox ig returned, and the whole fleet i3
now under way, steering into the Bay of Peniche, where
we shall land. There being hardly any wind, it must be
late in the evening before the troops get on shore.

The appearance of the coast, as far as we have hitherto
proceeded, is by no means agreeable. 'We behold an arid,
sandy beach, diversified with long rushy grass, but desti=
tute of trees and shrubs, and for the most part flat and
uninteresting.  The fleet is now passing the town and
fortifications of Peniché ; which last are pretty extensive,
and favorably situated on the rocky summit of a penin-
sula. The garrison is said to consist of eight hundred
Swiss, extremely disaffected to their French despots; from
whom, it is added, they daily desert to join our army.
We observe a number of them at this moment on the works
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gazing at our movements ; and one solitary shot has been
fired at a transport, which, owing to the light breeze, and
her being an indifferent sailer, has drifted closer to the
shore than could have been wished. She happens, how-
ever, to be without the reach of their ball, which has
dropped short in the water.  Adieu; I shall continue this
letter from the shore. |

Village of Vimiera, 20th August, 1808.

‘Between the hours of five and six yesterday evening,
our fleet, led in by the Alfred and St. Albans, had come to
an anchor in' the Bay of Peniché. Every boat was imme-
~ diately at work, and by nine ‘or ten o’clock all the troops
had reached the beach.  They'landed about two thousand
four hundred in number, all in high health and spirits,
with the exception of one corps, which had been obliged
to leave behind a few men affected with opthalmia. ' The
transport in which I sailed, containing about forty officers’
horses, had been placed as ‘close in as the shallowness of
the water would permit, for the convenience of swimming
the cavalry ashore. |

Among the first lifted from the hold and committed to
the briny deep, was a very beautiful mare, the prﬂpeﬁy of
General Anstruther; which, owing to the awkwardness of
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the grooms and sailors, was some time in the water before
it could be disengaged from the slings ; ‘and the distance it
had to swim being 'considerable, it sunk before it could
make the shore. A repetition of this accident was pre=
vented by the foresight of Captain Bligh, who immediately
sent a large launch, in which the remaining horses were

conveyed to ferra_firma in safety.

The spot where we landed is a sandy beach, at the foot
of an almost perpendicular cliff. On the summit are the
ruins of an old :quad;ran_gulan fort, to which we were c¢on-
ducted by a narrow winding path, very steep and difficult
of ascent. Behind, lies a heath, where we  took 4ip our
abode for the night. The,ﬁnﬁament spread its boundless
ﬁ;ﬁpﬂ_.ﬂﬁ_t: OVer our fhﬂﬂ,dﬁ,‘,'_w.'itll}ﬂl’.llt one cloud to obscure its
twinkling brilliancy ;. while the remote: horizon gleamed
with Jt,he.. fires of the British camp, exciting many singular
.3,.,1;“;:_1'- thrilling emotions. - The busy hum of the troops soon
repose ; happy in having exchanged themoisome and damp
cabin of a transport, for the fragrant heaths of Portugal :
and ere the morning had begun to warm the eastern sky,
we were on our march.

The road which leads to this ‘place - (if road it:'can be
called), is rugged and; steep; wihding along the sinuosities
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~of the coast. The country near this road is bare and un-
-pleasant to the eye; and but for its novelty often com-
: pensatil'ng for the absence of other qualities, must be
-allowed to. be very uninteresting. ' Yet in some of the
valleys are scattered little villages, whose white walls
-glitter from amidst the dark foliage of laurels and olive
trees; while the commons, covered with heaths, myrtles,
and gum cistus, pour forth their ' fragrance before the
‘ardent rays of the sun.

| Our march; although only twelve miles, had, from the

excessive heat of the day, begun to be fatiguing before we
reached Lourinha. On the side of a hill near that village
we met a party of British and Portuguese cavalry, com-
~manded by Lieut.-Colonel Taylor, who had been sent out
- toprotect us against a body of French dragoons, who were
reconnoitring on the heights upon our left, and appeared
strongly inclined to attack us. However, our apprehen-
'sions were soon quieted ; for, arriving at a small village,
the name I have now forgotten, but the higher ground of
~which is crowned with a windmill, we found Major-Gene-
ral Spencer, with two brigades of infantry, and some flying
artillery, waiting to receive us. The enemy allowed us to
descend the hill which leads to this place without opposi-
tion. ' |

C
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Vimiera is beautifully situated in a romantic fertile
valley, within three miles of the sea, from which it is
screened bjr some lofty mountains, between which runs a
small stream, named Maceira. Our army is posted on
the sides and summits of the surrounding hills, in a cres-
cent-like form. In the centre is the village, with the com-
missariat, oxen, provisions, stores, and heavy artillery ;
and to the southward, on a small eminence, is posted the
advanced guard, forming nearly the chord of the segment.
The spectacle is altogether the most novel and beautiful
I have seen: but, feeliﬁg it _impussible to convey any
thing like an adequate idea of its appearance in writing,
I shall endeavour to sketch it with my pencil, at the same
time that I am aware it would require the powers of ‘a
Poussin to do it justice. The town itself seems deserted
by the Portuguese, who, I suppose, dread the result of
the engagement, which is daily, nay, hourly, looked for.

Orders have just been issued to move to-morrow, an
hour before day-break.’ ' 1

I shall conclude this letter by assuring you how fmth—-
fully I everam your’s. | i |
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LETTER III.

ADVANCE OF THE FRENCH ARMY ON THE MORNING OF THE 2lst.—
. BRITISH PICKETS ARE DRIVEN IN—CENTRE ATTACKED—SHRAPNELL
SHELLS :—FRENCH ARE CHARGED BY THE FIFTIETH REGIMENT, AND
RETIRE TO THE Wﬂﬂh!j—LEFT WING UNDER MAJOR-GENERAL FER~
GUSON ATTACKED-—IT REPULSES THE ENEMY WITH THE BAYONET,
_APPEARANCE OF THE FIELD OF BATTLE.——A FIELD HOSPITAL.~—THE
| ARMED PORTUGUESE Pmuﬂwnv——-rﬂmm EXULTATION AT THE
EVENTS OF THE DAY.—A WALK TO VIMIEEA BY NIGHT.—THE EF-
FECTS OF THE BATTLE AS DISPLAYED AT VIMIERA.

 Village of Vimiera, 224 August, 1808.

Tue i-nte’lligence which I now have to communicate,

must, T am well assured, afford you the most heartfelt
pleasure. i

The whole French army, commanded by Junot in
person, was yesterday completely routed in the ﬁeigh—
bourhood of this' village. ' Thirteen pieces of cannon,
twenty-three ammunition waggons, tngethef with the

greater part of the wounded, including a general officer
pamed Berneire, have fallen into our hands.

In my last letter I stated that orders had been issued
to move forward on the succeeding morning, but before
c2
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midnight these were recalled, in consequence, as I have.

since learnt, of the arrival of Sir Harry Burrard from
England, in the Brazen sloop of war.

The troops, as usual, turned out under arms ah hour
before day-break, and no alarm took p]ace till a'bﬂut
' ._e1ght o’clock, when it was announced that our, pmkets on
the Lourinha road were attacked. « However, s 116 great
bustle ensued, I breakfasted quietly with ‘a few friends,
and then w&lk&drnutl with the | intention of pufchasillg a
mule, an animal here of some importance. Passing along
the streets of the village, I heard several officers assert
that the French were approaching in great force to aitack
the position ; while others thought, that it would prove
merely an affair of pickets. Still the noise of the mus-
ketry fire seemed to ﬁpprmh, and several movements
to be taking place among the troops on the heights. At
length the discharge of artillery commenced, when T de-
termined to get on. the heights, where our left wing was
posted, and to which they had just removed from the
valley the heavy artillery. On crossing the fields, in which
were placed the waggons, oxen, and commissariat stores,
all was bustle and activity. Having reached the spat
where the brigade of guns was posted, I had a complete
view of the whole scene ; a scene, the grandest and most
' picturesque you can well imagine.
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The valley, village, and the extent of its beautiful and
romantic environs, were stretched beneath my eye as on 2
plan. The atmosphere was serene, the sun blazed forth
from 2 blue and silvery sky, streaked with fleecy clouds,
anid'T could distinctly perceive every motion of the con-

tending armies.

The French were at this moment advancing, in several-
columns, from the eastward, under cover of some pine
woods, driving in our pickets and riflemen, who retreated
to a height situated to the southward of Vimiera, on which
were posted the centre or advanced guard of our army.
It was composed of Brigadier-General Fane’s brigade of
riflemen, Brigadier-General Anstruther’s brigade, and the
fiftieth regiment.

On these columns of French a tremendous fire was kept
up by the artillery belonging to the centre, which was
placed in front of two white windmills ‘on the height.
The fire was returned by the guns of the enemy with great
spirit ; but it was evident that our ‘artillery ‘was much
better served than theirs, and that the carnage caused by
the - lately invented Shrapnell shells - was . prodigious..
Nevertheless they continued to advance with great intre~
pidity, till they were charged.in a most gallant manner by
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the fiftieth regiment, on which they turned their;backs,
- and fled to the woods in alldirectionsy . i .. .

‘At this time another. party, 'who svere adva.ﬂcingkintﬁ
the mad which enters Vimiera fr@m ithe noxthward, rwere
met, and repulsed with great loss, by the second battalion

of the forty-third. This battalion had been stationed near

v+ church, in order to prevent the enemy from entering the

the village ; as it appeared, to; be their design, in attacking
our centre, to  penetrate through Vimiera, and possess
_themsalveﬁ of our baggage and commissariat stores.

F 8

|'|l-I ; -'-r L rl L ] -r‘

011 the r:ght uf the cﬂnigre, the qr@m}r were, Ghecked by
the bayunets of .the; umetyﬁ-sgcpnd regunent, and second
battalion the fifty-second; and in these operations Brigadier-
Gen. Acland’s brigade, which had only landed at Maceira
during the night, and was passing along the valley to arrive
on the heights, lent a vﬂr}"‘.‘w&_ﬂ'—rtil_ﬂﬁd; effectual assistance ;
and the heavy artillery, la,tﬁ!v‘bfnught up from the vﬁlley, |
did immense _ execution—the - Shrapnell shells making
considerable £2ps in the enemy’s columns..

'On giving way, .the-' enemy were pursued by the gallant
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor,- who :q!iarged..them with his
small body of horse in the most daring style, and cut them
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down in great numbers. Sorry am I to add that, in per-
forming this service, he lost his valuable life. A great pro-
portion of his men fell with him.

W hile these things were going forward in the centre, I had
advanced considerably to the left, and had got in the rear
of my old Monte Videan friends the fortieth, who, with the
thirty-sixth and seventy-first regiments, composed the bri-~
gade commanded by Major-Gen. Ferguson, which was the
left of our army. Brigadier-Gen. C. Crawfurd’s brigade,
with some Portuguese troops, covered their left flank, on
the opposite side of a deep ravine.  Here the enemy came
up with great impetuosity. They were first opposed in front
by ourriflemen, whom they drove in. Coming up, however,
with Major-General Ferguson’s: division, they received a

tremendous volley, and were shortly after brought to the
charge. 'This ‘was an  operation their nerves: could not
withstand, and they immediately gave way. ' Our troops
pursued them with eagerness, killed and  wounded an im-
mense number, and took several pieces of cannon,

The action commenced about half past nine, and ter-
minated a little after twelve o’clock. Close to the spot
where Major-Genéral Ferguson’s brigade received. the- at-
tack of the French, stood ‘a small farm house, into which
it had been determined to carry the wounded. . Thither I
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repaired, and witnessed a scene the most distressing,

Around thé building, whoese interior was crowded with
the wounded, lay a number of poor fellows in the greatest
agony, not only from the anguish of their wounds (many
of which were deplorable), but from the intense heat: of
the sun, ‘which increased the parching fever induced by
pain and loss of blood. Two fig-trees afforded the scanty
blessing of a sort of shade to . the few who were huddled
together beneath their almost leafléss branches. . Over the
surrounding field lay scattered the fragments of arms, and
military equipménts of every description—caps, muskets,
swords, bayonets, belts, and cartouch~boxes covered the
grﬂﬁnd . on which werealso stretched, in many an awiful
group, the friend and foe, the dying and the dead.. The
same capacious grave 'soon after received the natives of
very different climes,—men who 'had -drawn their first
breath on’ the banks of the Thames; or: the Tiber; the
Seine, or ‘the Vistula. 'How unaccountable are those
d'ispensat-iﬁn&’ of Providence, .by which beings, totally un-
known to oné another; are thus .assembled; from regions
the most remote, for the dire purpose of mutual de-

Etl‘ﬂﬂtiﬁﬂa i

“On entering the cottage to survey the sa.dly mterﬂstmg
' grnup within, T recognized, amid the gloom of an inner
apartment, the features of an-officer with whom I was for-
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merly well acquainted: On approaching he recollected
me, and pointed to the spot where ‘the fatal lead had en-
tered. T was happy to perceive that the wound was not
immediately dangerous, and instantly tendered him my
services. - The ball had been extracted by a surgeon. He
pressed my hand, and thanked me, while in his dim eye
there glistened a grateful tear, which he turned his head
aside to conceal. I repeated the assurances which he had
before ieceived from his surgeon, that his wound was not
mortal, and having advised a bleeding, which was instantly
performed, 1 quitted him, to offer my services to any of
those around who might require them.

I could be useful, I found, to a great many who, but
for my interference in a duty and 'departme:nt not strictly
my own, might have remained for many hours in exces-
sive pain.

To several, a simple inspection of their wounds, with a
few words of consolation, or perhaps a little opium, was
all that could be done or recommended. Of these brave
men the balls had pierced organs essentially connected
with life ; and in such cases, prﬂdénce equally forbids the
rash interposition of unavailing art, and: the useless indul-
gence of delusive hope.
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On going over the house, I discovered, that by opening a
door which led into a large space appropriated to the ope-
rations of the vintage, and removing the empty. wine
pipes which it contained, many of the unfortunate suf-
ferers might have the advantage of being removed from
beneath the burning influence of the sun. I inquired,
therefore, for the proprietors of the dwelling, in order to
procure the keys; but I soon found that at the com-
mencement of the battle they had fled, and abandoned
their home to its fate. I was accordingly obliged to have
recourse to-some of the pioneers, employed in the office of
burying the dead, whose hatchets soon forced an entrance ;
and having caused the contents to be removed, with as
little injury as possible to the owners, and a large quantity
- of heath to be spread over the damp floor, I had as many
of the wounded brought in as the apartment could con-

tain.

‘While this was going on, our victorious troops were re-
turning to their lines, from the pursuit of the discomfited
foe ; who, after having ineffectually -rallied and attempted
to retake his guns, had retired to thé north-east in great
disorder, and was hastening to regain Torres Vedras, by
the high road which leads from thence to Lourinha.

The armed Portuguese peasantry, who, during the day
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had been prowling about the field of battle, immolating in
secret many of their wounded Gallic oppressors, were
now collecting around the cottage. Our fears were awak-
ened for our wounded, but particularly for the prisoners
who had fallen into our hands; who, from a knowledge of
the disposition of the Portuguese, and knowing what little
mercy they had'a right to expect at their hands, were
apprehensive of being butchered during the night. A
representation of the matter was sent to the camp, and
the speedy appearance of a subaltern’s guard, relieved us
from this disagreeable situation.

Another care remained—that of providing a little warm
gruel, or snhp, for the unfortunate sufferers, who, parched
with thirst during the long day, had scarcely been able to
promreta drop of water to moisten their clammy lips. - A
poﬁ:-Hig.hland woman, the wife of a non-commissioned
officer of the 71st regiment, whose leg had been amputated,
assisted me in ransacking the house; and we fortunately
found a little Indian corn, and a quantity of tallow and
hemp ; by means of the latter we eked out a few lamps.
I left her to distribute to ecach of the wounded a small
portimi of t-hé; liqu'iﬂ she had made for them, and to attend |
to their wants during the night. An hospital mate was |
likewise left in charge of them till the morning, and not i
witil eleven o’clock at P. M. T left them to proceed to-
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wards the village, accompanied by Staff Surgeon F#**#s
The night was so dark, that it was necessary to have
recourse to a Portuguese guide. By this time the peasantry
had assembled, and were carousing around a large fire in
the neighbourhood, boasting to each other, in high glee
and spirits, the number of Frenchmen they had severally
put to death.. From the time of my breakfast till the hour
before mentioned, I had been unceasingly engaged in my
pmfessiﬂnal avocations, and the drop of sour wine from
one of their leathern bottles, ‘which they were cii'eulatin-g
among each other with great rapidity, and which they
solicited me to partake of, seemed to my palate at that
moment more grateful than any Burgundy I had ever
- tasted. After many intreaties, we prevailed on one of
them to shew us the road to Vimiera, two miles distant,
We then armed ourselves with one of the long poles of
quince-tree wood, which the peasants make use of to
assist them in skipping over the ditches, and embank-
ments of the vineyards. .

“On crossing the fields to get into the Lourinha road, ¥
shuddered as we involuntarily stumbled over many an
unburied corse of man and horse. 'We, found the road
almost impassable from the number of tumbrils and artil-
lery waggons of the enemy, which were broken down ii
every direction. - Qur ears were saluted on passing ‘the
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church-yard by the heavy moaning and exclamations of
the wounded French, with whom the church and the
cemetry were crowded—A4h, mon Dieu, mon Dieu, le sang
coule, je meurs, je meurs. At length, with a good deal of
difficulty, we reached Vimiera. The streets of the village
were choaked up- by the long line of oxen-wains, bearing
in from the fields the wounded, whose haggard counte-
nances appeared more wretched from the glﬁre of the
torches which blazed around them, and increased the
harrﬂrsﬂfthe;impres_aime- sgenec (o WAl 7 A

‘AR Te | s i S Smdied 1 Vadiuoll B!

- Having requested: the Commissary-general to send somé
bread and wine t6.the cottagé o the hill; and taken'a
little refreshment, F*#**# and I'retired toour straw pallets,
completely exhausted by. the duties of the day. =/
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LETTER 1V.

POOR HIGHLAND WOMAN.~——ALARM AT mur_._—'mnnpn TURN OUT.~—
ARRIVAL OF THE FRENCH GENERAL KELLERMANN WITH A FLAG OF
TRUCE.—PROPOSITIONS FOR AN ARMISTICE.—COLONEL MURRAY
SETS OFF FOR LISBON.—SIR JOHN MOORE’S ARMY ARRIVES AT MA-
CEIRA.~—SIR CHARLES COTTON OBJECTS TO THE CONVENTION.

| _ Village of Amial, 23rd August, 1808.

Earvy in the forenoon of yesterday I returned to the
field hospital, in company with two other medical officers.
During my absence the souls of several had winged their
flight to ““ another and a better world.” On inquiring of
the survivors how they had passed the night, and whether
their wants had been attended to, they answered with ene
voice in the affirmative ; concluding with so strong an
eulogium on the poor Highland woman’s benevolence and
assiduity towards them, that it brought forcibly to my
recollection that beautiful passage in Marmion.

O woman, in our hours of ease,
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please;
And variable as the shade

By the light quivering aspen made ;
When pain and anguish wring the brow,
A ministering angel thou.

Having discharged my duty at the hospital, and taken
a list of the corps and numbers of the wounded, I pro-
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ceeded to visit a house further to the left, which was oc-
cupied by the French soldiery. In general they appeared
to be more desperately wounded than our men; Maty of
them being shot in both legs, besides being stabbed in the
trunk. - | | |

Having procured a statement of their numbers, I was
preparing to return 1o Vimiera, when several soldiers be-
longing to the pickets, gave the alarm that the French
were again advancing. 'A moving cloud of dust at some
distance was visible to the naked eye, on the high road
which leads from Torres Vedras to Lourinha ; and with a
telescope I could distinctly perceive a considerable body
of cavalry approaching. On returning to Vimiera I passed
through our lines, where I found the drums beating to
arms and the troops falling in.. I was greatly surprised, I
confess to you, as I did not conceive the French were m .
o situation to renew the attack ; nor could 1 suppose they
were willing to hazard ‘the repetition of the drubbing
which they had received only the day before. Shortly after
my return to the village, 2 flag of truce was announced,
bringing in General Kellerman, who was conducted to
Sir Arthur Wellesley’s quarters, who, by the bye, 1s now
only third in command, Sir Harry Burrard having landed
from the Brazen sloop on the morning of the 21st, soon after
theccommencement of the action, and Sir Hew Dalrymple
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just arrived from Gibraltar, to assume the command in
chief. In a multitude of .counsellors, says the proverb,
there is wisdom ; but T strongly suspect the present case
will not illustrate the prediction of old. General Keller-
man is said to be the bearer of propositions from Junot
for an armistice, and our Generals were met for some time
in debate on the subject.

It baving been yesterday in orders, that the army was
to advance, and our wounded to be sent by sea to Oporto,
together with the French officers who had been taken pri-
soners, I was charged with the duty of removing to the
beach all those who were in the field hospital on the hill.
The wounded French soldiers were to be left behind at
Vimiera, under the care of some officers of the British
hospital staff. ' |

~ About forty waggons, and a subaltern’s gdard, were
therefore dispatched to the hill on the left; and towards
sunset, having collected the wounded, and placed them on
litters in the cars, we set off for the beach ; which we were
unable to reach before midnight, owing partly to the stu-
pidity of the Portuguese peasants, who conducted us by a
very rugged bad road, but principally to the slowness
- and caution with which it was necessary to proceed with
the poor fellows ; many of whom suffered &exfereljr from
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the jolting of the wretched vehicles on which they were
placed.

On reaching the shore, we found a number of our
sailors, with laithorns in their hands, busily employed in
rethoving 'into the boats the wounded from Vimiera. It
was highly gratifying to me to witness the very attentive
~and hu mane manner in which this service was performed
by these kind honest-hearted tars ; who, during the whole
of a very cold night, were wading nearly up to the middle
in the wash of the sea. Fortunately the surf was mode-
rate ; and uﬁring to their great exertions, by ten o’clock
this morning T had seen the last of my charge sent off to
the hospital ships appropriated for their reception. |

On returning to Vimiera I found the rear and baggage of’
the army moving off ; Brigadier-General Crawford’s bri-
gade alone being left to keep up a communication with the

shore.

Our march from Vimiera hither, led us along an open
flat about a mile in extent, on the banks of the River Ma~
ceira, till we reached a small village, the name of which
has escaped me. From thence the ground for some dis-
tance was unequal and rugged ; but then we entered a
forest of pines, the opening glades, and little valleys of

E
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which are finely laid out in patches of corn land and
vineyards.

Our position here is taken up among some -heights, in
the rear of which are two small villages, the greater called
Ramalhal, the less Amial. In the former Sir Hew Dal-
rymple has established his head-quarters. In our front
Lies Torres Vedras, from which we are distant about
three miles. The hills and adjoining cauntry are richly
covered with fine woods, with the branches of which our
soldiers are erecting huts for their accommodation.

I have been informed within these two hours, that a
suspension of arms was last night concluded between our
Commander-in~-Chief and the French General Kellermann,
for the purpose of arranging the terms of a convention,
by which the French are to evacuate Portugal. Colonel
Murray, the quarter-master-general, set off early this
morning for Lisbon, to communicate the articles of the
suspension to Sir Charles Cotton, who commands the
fleet off the Tagus.

 The little river Sisera, which runs past Torres Vedras,
forms the line of demarcation between the hostile armies ;
Torres Vedras itszlf is not to be occupied by either party,
and forty-eight hours’ notice must be given before hostili-
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ties can recommence. This is the substance of the 1n-

formation I have been able to collect.

95th.—~Colonel Murray returned last night, and it 1s
sumoured this morning, that serious objections respect-
ing the convention, have been started by Sir Charles

Cotton.

Yesterday evening intelligence was brought to camp that
Sir John Moore’s army (whose arrival we have been ex-
pecting many days), had reached the bay of Maceira ;
and I this morning rode down to the shore, with the in-
tention of visiting my friend F***¥, who is attached to
that army. On reaching the landing-place, I found the
surf so great, that no boat could come ashore until the
turn of the tide, which ‘took place in less than an hour,
when I observed two boats rowing towards the land. After
rising on one or two Waves, and pulling hastily on their
oars, the first boat broached broadside to, and in an
instant was precipitated head-foremost into the waves.
All of us who were on the beach went immediately to
their assistance, and they were So00On brought ashore,

with no other inconvenience than a few bruises and wet

jackets.*

The Deal boatmen appear to understand the manage-
E 2



28 CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL.

ment of boats in a surf better than any men I haye ever
met with. . They seldom or never meet with $uch an acci-
dent. Their practice is not to pull their oars quick when
in the surf, but, by a mere paddling motion, prevent the
boat from broaching too, while the action of the waves
‘heaves them on the shore.

The mischance which had just befallen the first boat,
made the crew of the second hésitate for a while whether
they would attempt a debarkation. They did attempt
one—they followed their companions’ track, and were all
soused in the same manner.,

In the first boat were two officers, one of whom was
Captain Miller, General Clinton’s aid-de-camp, the other
Mr. Bradford, chaplain to the forces, who, after ‘drying'
themselves in the sun, rode with us to the camp.
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- CTETTER V.

THE FIELD OF EATTLE”ﬁ,F_ irmmn,t.-—mmcﬁ lMﬂI}EE OF ATTACK.—
SHRAPNELL SHELLS.—RUMOURS AT 'CAMP RESPECTING THE NEGO=-
TIATTON.—LANDING OF SIR JOHN MOORE'S ARMY.—BRITISH ARMY
INSPECTED BY SIR HEW DALRYMPLE.»~+GENERAL ORDERS,

Amr';d, Aug#s# 27th.

I vEsTERDAY rode to Vimiera, and made a sketch of
the field of battle, from the spot where I stood at the be-
cinning of the engagement.’ I shall forward it to you with
this letter, that by referring to it you may be the better
enabled to understand the short description I have given
of the scene.

In the centre of the drawing is represented the village
of Vimiera, to the southward of whicli, beyond the two
windmills, are posted the brigades of Brigadiers-General
Fane and Anstruther, who are forcing the enemy to retreat
to the woods; while a party of French is seen advancing
by the valley to the left of the village, and aré opposed to
Brigadier-General Acland’s brigade. '« This corps is at this
moment passing through the valley toarrive at the heights,
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on which stands Sir Arthur Wellesley, near the brigade
of heavy artillery lately brought up from the valley, and
which, by a well-directed fire, are flanking the column of
French opposed to Brigadier-General Acland. On the
left is the twenty-ninth regiment, the rear of General Fer-
guson’s column. At the head of the valley stands a small
village named Toledo (from the ‘high grounds beyond
which Junot viewed and directed the action); and in
the remote distance to the right, lie the heights of
Torres Vedras.

In riding over the fields about Vimiera, 1 found the
atmosphere  completely infected by the. dreadful effluvia,
arising from the bodies of the dead. I observed the vul-
tures, which abound in- this ‘country, busily employed in
removing the sandy soil, in which they had been in
~ terred. |

The village is quite deserted, excépt by the medical
officers, who are left to superintend the wounded pri-
soners. The latter amount to 330, and are accomimodated
in the church and adjoining houses. - | |

The attack made by the Fréench on the 17th, differed in
an important particular from that of the 21st. Tn the bat.
tle of Rol€ia'they advanced in ‘échedion, 'while at Vimiera
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their order of attack was in column, The former mode 1s
veckoned the most destructive, and difficult to oppose ;
though to the latter they appear to have of late given a
preference, in their wars with Austria and Prussia. The
very superior manner in which Sir Arthur Wellesley made
his dispositions was such, as completely to foil the French
in their repeated attempts to execute the ‘orders of
Junot, which were—<¢ to drive the English into the sea.”

The Shrapnell shells were mentioned in my account of
the battle of Vimiera, but I ought to have told yeu, at
the same time, that they were invented by a colonel of
the royal ariillery, whose name they bear. Each shell
contains above 100 musket-balls ; and they are formed so
as to explude at a given distance, when they produce a
most destructive effect.  Indeed, many officers are of opi-
nion, that should their composition ever become generally
known, they would produce a material change in modern
tactics. I sincerely ‘hope, therefore, that the advantages
derivable from. this most important invention will long re-

main exclusively our own.

We are at this moment in a state of great suspense re-
specting the negnt‘ia’tiﬂn'; and in the absence of all au-
thentic particulars, we are amused at camp - witha variety
of contradictory reports. According to the latest of these,
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our Commander-in-Chief has fixed ‘a 'term to the armis.
tice, in case Junot should persist in  his proposals relative
to the Russian fleet, ' - :

In the mean time, Sir John Moore’s army continues to
land as promptly as the immense siel] and heavy surf will
permit. . Unfortunately many boats haye been swampt,
and several lives lost in this Precarious service, .

In the evening of yesterdy, the ‘whole of the line; con-
sisting of nearly 30,000 men, turned out uhder arms, for
the inspection of Sir Hew Dalrymple. = The weather was
delightful, and the coup-d’asis truly magnificent. Oug gaily
dressed troops, extending two miles ‘in open column,
wheeled in an instant into line, ‘the various hands struck
up the favourite national air of ““ God save the King,” and
the echoes of the pine-clad hills returned the clang of
presented arms. Home, in his tragedy of Douglas, has,
with great propriety and beauty, described a similay scene -
n the following lines :—

The setting sun
With yellow radiance lighten’d all the vale,
And as the warriors moved, each polish’d helm,
Corslet, or spear, glane’d back his gilded beams :
The hill they climb’d, and halting at its top
Of more than mortal size, tow’ring they seem’d
An host angelic, clad in burning arms,——
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Every eye seemed to express regret as the gallant Six’
Arthur Wellesley rode along the ranks, and publicly re-
signed the command of his victorious troops to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Gibraltar.  Adien, -

I shall subjoin to this letter a copy of the general u}ders,
which have this day been issued by Licutenant-General
Sir Hew Dalrymple.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-quarters, Ramalhal, 27th Aug. 1808.
PAROLE——PORTUGAL.

The rapid and skilful march, performed by the army
commanded by Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Wellesley,
marked in its progress by the talent of the General, and
the gallantry of the troops, and terminated by a victory
greatly glorious to both, seemed to have accomplished the
immediate object in view, without further operation in the

field.

Should that expectation be disappointed, the army will
again advance, greatly augmented by the arrival of
troops, much more valuable from their composition than
their numbers ; and if by this means there will remain

less opportunity for the army at large to acquire renown,
F
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by the encounter of an enemy so greatly inferior in force,
there will be greater occasion to display patience and
cheerfulness, under such privations as the exhausted state
of the country, and other circumstances, must necessarily
produce.
o " (Signed) | H. CriNTON.
sy 'Adjufant-Ge-neral.
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LETTER VI.

THE BRITISH ARMY PROCEEDS TO TORRES VEDRAS. -— COLONEL
MURRAY RETURNS FROM LISBON WITH THE DEFINITIVE CONVEN-
TION==IT IS RATIFIED BY SIR HEW DALRYMPLE—AND TERMINATES

THE CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL ~—GENERAL HOSPITAL ESTABLISHED
AT TORRES VEDRAS.

Torres Vedras, 1st Sept. 1808.

GeENERAL WELLESLEY, on the morning of the 27th,
moved on from Ramalhal with his division, to occupy
some heights close to this town. The main body follewed
on thie 30th, in the contemplation, as I conceive, of the re-
commencement of hostilities.

Colonel Murray returned yesterday from Lisbon, with
the definitive convention, which has been so long nego-
tiating, for the evacuation of this country by the French
army. It has at length been ratified by Sir Hew Dal-
rymple, the Commander-in-Chief; and Lord Proby has
set off for Lisbon, with the counterpart for Junot. . The
basis of it, according to report is, that the French shall
hayve permission to retain their arms, and that we are to

F 2
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procure ships to convey them with an unlimited quantity
of baggage, to France. It therefore bears a resemblance
‘to the treaty by which the Freitch army was permitted to
evacuate Egypt. Should it be so, it is no difficult task to
foretel how it will be received in England, after the public
expectation shall have been so highly raised by the bril-
liant victories of Roleia and Vimiera.

- Some extraordinary reports are in circulation respecting
the conclusion of the latter of these battles. Tt is said,
that bad Sir Arthur Wellesley been permitted to follow
the tendency of his own judgment, the campaign in Por-
tugal would, in all probability, have terminated as glo-
riously for the British armsas it had commenced. .

It is said to have been Sir Arthur’s decided opinion,
that the French army ought to have been pursued in its
retreat by the five brigades on the left wing of the army,
while the three brigades on the right, commanded by
Major-General Hill, and Brigadiers-General Fane and
Anstruther, ought to have been pushed on to the heights
around this town, a position very strong, and which they
must have reached before Junot could come up with the
broken remains of his troops. Infact, the brigades on
the right were considerably nearer to Torres Vedras (as
the crow flies), than the French. Had this measure been
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adopted, Junot must either have taken another and cir-
cuitous road to Lisbon, or he must have fought a second
battle in the defiles near this town, which would most
likely have ended in the entire destruetion of hisarmy. In
this opinion, Sir Arthur Wellesley was overruled by Sir
Harry Burrard, who alleged as reasons for his dissent, the
reduced state of our small body of cavalry, and the
wretched condition of the artillery horses.

Non mibi est tantas componere lites.

Yet I must observe, that in general the officers seem to
regret that Sir Arthur Wellesley’s advice was not followed;
and every account which we have since had respecting the
miserable plight in which the French troops entered this
town after their defeat, proves the justness of the grounds
upon which Sir Arthur had formed his decision. All this
will be known in England ere long, and will no doubt
afford ample matter of speculation for your military and
political quidnuncs for many days to come. -

The campaign in this country may therefore be consi-
dered as now brought to a termination, and the next ope-
rations of the army in Portugal will consist in drawing a
cordon round Lisbon, to superintend the embarkation of

the French troops.
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Report says, that we are then to direct our march to-
wards Spain, and to give our assistance to the Spaniards.

There are two routes from hence to Lisbon: one l:'ry'
Cobral de Monte Garee, the other by Mafra. Sir Arthur
Wellesley set off yesterday by the former, and Sir Hew
Dalrymple will remove this day his head quarters to the
latter.

I remain here to superintend the establishment of a
general hospital, which is now indispensably requisite, as
the numbers on the sick list have increased considerably
within  these few days. This I attribute chiefly to the
torrents of rain which have fallen since the date of my
last letter, and inundated the huts of the soldiers, who
have had no opportunity of drying their clothes. In spite
of all the silly clamour which has lately been raised against
the establishment of general hospitals, their utility is
great, and with men on service, undeniable. 'The French
attempted to do without them at the beginning of the last
war, but the experiment failed. Adieu.
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LETTER VIL.

A WORTHY PORTUGUESE GLERGYMAN.—A SERIOUS LOSS.—ANTIQUITY
OF TORRES VEDRAS.—IT5 ROMAN ORIGIN DOUBTFUL.—CONVENT DB

- LA GRAZIA.——AQUEDUCT.—ROMANTIC ENVIRONS.

Terres Vedras, 8th Sept. 1808.

I emBrACE the opportunity afforded by my friend Y's
return to England, to acquaint you that I am well; and
as happy as my anxiety for letters from you will permit.
My situatuinn here is by no means unpleasant, having been
so fortunate as to form an acquaintance with a very worthy
Puftuguese clergyman, named Bertrand, who has invited
me to reside in his house. There are two other English
officers under his roof;; and as the old gentleman speaks

French fluently, we make up a sociable partie quarré.

My stay here is likely to be of short duration, for the
moment a general hospital can be formed at Lisbon, all
the sick under my care are to be removed thither.

As I make yuula.cquainted with all my little distresses,
I must not omit to tell you, that I am now deploring’ the
loss of a most excellent mule, which some body took the
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liberty of appropriating to himself, the dﬁy after my arri-
val here. T regret the animal, not solely for the seventy
dollars I had given for him only two days before ; but on
his own account, as he was, as far as I know, the most
gentle and tractable of his species. I had promised myself
many a contemplative and pleasant excursion in his com-
pany, among the picturesque and romantic scenery, in the
midst of which I am now situated. In short, I lament
him pretty nearly as much as Sancho did his ass: and
although I do not exactly wish that he-may endanger the
rogue’s neck who deprived me of him, it certainly is no
want of charity to indulge a hope that he may not have
much enjoyment in his new asequisi"tiﬂn But here I must
say with Racine, ¢ arrefe, ma plume:” and I trust you
will ekcuse this ebullition of my chagrin.

I here tread on classic ground ; this town is one of the
oldest in Portugal ; it is finely seated on a rising eminence
nearly in the midst of a valley, through which flows a pur-
ling stream, named Sisera, whose banks are covered with
aldeérs and aspen-leaved poplars. A rumﬂus castle, which
appears to be of Moorish origin, 'still nods on the summit
of a small hill, and overlooks the valley and town. The
scene has been hallowed by ‘the Muse of ‘Camoens, 4 ho
in his immortal epic, when enurerating the ‘conquests of
Alphonso, Henriguez proceeds:
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 When Lisboa’s towers before the Lusian fell,
W hat fort, what rampart might his arms repel !
Estremadura’s region owns him lord,
And Tornes Veoras bends beneath his sword.”
Micxie’s Lusiap, Book iii.
‘Dumourier, in his Etat de Portugal, asserts, that this
town was formerly a Roman praesidium. Of this opinion
no corroborative proofs exist at the present day ; as there
are no remains of Roman antiquity to be found in the
town or neighbourhood.
T'he houses are mean and ruinous; they contain a po-
pulation not exceeding 2,200 inhabitants. Four churches,
as many convents, and one hospital, constitute the public

buildings.

The convent de la Grazia, belonging to the Augustine
order, now contains our field hospital. Their church,
which is handsome, and covered with a profusion of gild-
ing and some miserable paintings, is now converted into a
Commissariat store. -

Torres Vedras is supplied with water by means of a small
aqueduct of white marble, which collects the springs on a
hill about half a mile to the eastward of the town. The
aqueduct, in its course, throws arches over the Sisera and
the road leading to Lisbon by Cobral de Monte Goree. |
frequently amuse myself in sketching the romantic ap-

G
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proaches to the town, and shall now send you a view of
the castle as it appears fmm the north-east. In the fore-
ground, which 1s a forest m}mpﬂsed of pineasters and sea-
pines, I have endeavoured to convey an idea of the pic-
turesque appearance of otir army, hutted beneath the Top-
pings of these trees;* Behind the castle appear some very
high grounds; clothed with vineyards to their summit ;
beyond which are the shores of the Atlantlc, and the little
harbour of Porto Novo. - - Lhoorfigddigivee 10
These mountains ahﬁml& wth veins &f thej most beau-
tifiil marble ; of which I shall endeavour to send you a
few specimens. I hope to hear from you soon. Adieu.

L

- * Pinus pinea and pinus maritima Gerardi, The fruit of the former tree
contains a pleasant kernel, resemhlmg that of the pistachio nut. It is com-
monly eaten in Portugal and the southern ‘parts of Eurupe, where this tree
abounds.: In Italy it is: genﬁaﬂj known bj' the name of 'lhﬁ Italian pine.
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LETTER VIII.

CONTAINS A JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF SIR ARTHUR WELLES-
LEY’S ARMY, FROM ITS LANDING AT FIGUERAS TILL ITS ARRIVAL
AT VIMIERA.

Torres. Vedras, 10th September; 1808.

SucH is the sameness of the life I lead here, that it
could not afford you any amusement were I to describe it.
I shall therefore transcribe a journal which I have received
from a friend, who'landed at Figueras with Sir Arthur Wel-
lesley, and which will put you in possession of the history
of the campaign, previously to my arrival in this country.

I shall write to you again in a few days.—Adieu.

Journal of the events which occurred from the landing of Sir
ArTHUR WELLESLEY'S Army at Figueras.

On Tuesday the 9th of August, 1808, at four o’clock
A. M. the troops under the command of Sir Arthur Wel-
lesley landed at Figueras ; after having remained there for
some time, waiting the arrival of General Spencer, who

G 2
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hove in sight, from Cadiz, on the 7th.  The army,
joined by this reinforcement, commenced its march
towards Lisbon, and arrived at the village of St. Jean de
Rue at two o’clock the sameday, where they halted
for that night. No parﬁcula.r-ncﬂun:ence took place on
the march. The troops reached their resting place in
gﬂnd ‘order, and apparenﬂy mthﬂut much fatigue.

On the morning of the 10th they quitted St. Jean de
Rue, and took up a pumtmn as before, in the open air,
on the advantageous heights which surround the town of
Leyria:. Major-General Ferguson’s brigade, ‘and Briga-
dier-General Fane’s, preceded the main column of the
army two days march to Leyria. On: our arrival there
we formed a junction with them. We found the inha-
bitants. of this town in great consternation, lest the French
should revisit them. General Ferguson, indeed, had
found the place almost deserted. The French had only
evacuated it a few days before our arrival, and we were
informed, had, at the distance of but a few miles, a force
of from five to six thiousand men, under the command’ of
General Laborde. Sir Arthur and his staff were lodged.
i the bishop’s palace, a very extensive building,

Leyria is a fine town, and the country which; surrounds
it 18 very beautiful. ‘On an eminence near the town is



CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL. 45

amancient castle, built by the Moors. Leyria is distant
nineteen leagues N. N. E. from Lisbon.

On the morning of the 12th, the day of our quitting
Leyria, three French prisoners were brought in” by a
party ‘of Portuguese dragoons from Thomar, a town about
three leagues distant from Leyria, and twenty-one leagues
N. E. from Lisbon. The French, it appeared, had sent
a party of five or six hundred men, to pillage Thomar,
and seek for provisions. They had left there two persons
attached to their commissariat department, with a very
slight escort to. see them. safe out of the town, with some
cart-loads of bread ; which coming to the knowledge of
the Portuguese troops, a party of their dragoons dashed
into: the place, and tan them prisoners. The French-
men appeared delighted at being delivered over to the
English.  We gamed but little information from these
men.

As we advanced to Calveria, our halting-place for the
night, reports of the French army being at no great dis-
tance from us became very prevalent. The troops having
taken up their ground to the right, in the front of the
village, Sir Arthur, at the head of the light troops, and
a party of cavalry, advanced, in order to reconnoitre the
French pﬂsiﬁﬂl’l. We learnt in the course of the day, that
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our army might the next morning expect to be npﬁm
by the enemy at a pass of some difficulty, a few miles in
advance, on our road to Alcobaza.

A Portuguese, supposed to be a spy, was brought be-
fore the Generai. His guilt was so evident, that Sir Arthur
threatened to hang him next morning, unless he gave a
true account of all he knew respecting the French posi-
tion. He then informed us, that the French a.-rmy,_ﬁnde-r
- Laborde, were in possession of Alcobaza ; that they occu-
pied, above the town, a small Moorish castle, with the
different surrounding heights, but had no troops in the
valleys.

On the 14th we left Calveria, fully persuaded we should
have to dispute with the enemy some difficult passes,
which lay in our road.  Sir Arthur had formed his troops
mto two distinct columns, to proceed by different routes.
All the lLight infantfy, and a party of Portuguese and
English cavalry, making a strong advanced guard, were
to feel their way, as well as to protect that part of
the artillery which marched at the head of the two
columns. Sir Arthur and his staff marched in front of the
leading column, oceasionally placing himself at the head
of a small party of light troops and cavalry to recon-
noitre. We thus continued our march, till we arrived at
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Alcobaza, and without meeting an enemy. We entered
the town with colours flying and bands playing, amidst
the shouts from the inhabitants of ¢ Viva I'Inglitera,”
S&e. &c.

We learnt on our march this day, at a village about
three miles from Alcobaza, that the French, aftér having
reconnoitered our position on the night of the 13th, had
immediately retired with their army in great haste towards
Lisbon ; but no one seemed to know the exact place to
which they had retired. ‘On our arrival at Alcobaza, where
we took up our quarters, we learnt that the French had
moved off from Alcobaza, with four thousand men, to
Obidos. The convent of Alcobaza is one of the largest in
Portugal; it contains from 150 to 200 monks.  The
church attached to the convent is most magnificent. The
French took from this church two tons of silver, in lamps
and other decorations. 'The great gate of this church is
one of the most curious specimens of Gothic architec-
ture I have seen. The interior of it is also very fine.
Previously to its being plundered by the French, it con-
tained the most costly decorations of any church in the
kingdom. 3
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Caldas, tﬁr: 16th of August.

We quitted Alcobaza on the 14th, proceeding on our
march to Caldas ; and every step we took confirmed us in
our opinion, that the day could not pass without an
action. 'The enemy had made their retreat from Alcobaza
in so precipitate a manner, that they had left undisturbed
a bridge over a ravine, which we had to pass: had we
found this bridge in any way damaged, our progress would
have been greatly impeded.  They also left behind them
two waggons, which were loaded with stores and surgical
instruments. Baron Lripp, who was sent forwards to re-
connoitre, followed the .enemy almost into Caldas ; and
Sir Arthur, feeling his way with the light troops, entered
it without opposition. | '

Having ‘marked out the ground for the main body of
the army to take up its position just beyond the town,
Sir Arthur left the light infantry, under the command of
Generals Spencer and Fane, with orders to continue ad-
vancing till they discovered if the enemy had possession of
a fortress, which was seen at about two miles distant from
the road, on the Lisbon side of Caldas.

Owing to some misapprehension, a party of the nine-
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ty-fifth and sixtieth regiments advanced beyond the post
they were intended to have occupied. The consequence
was, they were attacked by a detachment of the French,
much superior in numbers to their own, aided by the
enemy’s whole rear guard of 1200 men; and we were
surprized while at dinner, with the arrival of Captain
Elliot, who informed us, that the enemy had attacked
our advanced posts with considerable advantage.

Before we could get to the scene of action, this skir-
mish was over,; and the next morning, on visiting the
lines with the Commander-in-Chief, it appeared that our
loss consisted of from twenty to twenty-five men. The
French having retreated after this affair, we took up our
advanced posts at Obidos.

- Caldas is famous for its natural warm mineral baths.
They have a strong sulphureous smell, and the water
has a metallic taste. The Royal Family and Court of
Portugal annually resort to this place, for the benefit of
bathing. Caldas is, however, buta mean town, and ill
calculated for the reception of a court, or the principal
inhabitants of any country. The house we occupy was
the one set apart for the Royal Family : a more miserable -
dirty abode I hardly ever saw. The chief recommenda-
tions of the place are its fine botanical garden, and an

H
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extensive, well-built, and well-regulated hospital, sitnated

near the baths.
Vimicra, August 20th, 1808.

On the 7th instant, proceeding in our march from
Caldas, we discovered from the summit of an old Moorish
castle (near which the affair of the 15th took place), the
French army, apparently drawn out in order of battle.
General Ferguson’s brigade was ordered to form a sepa-
rate column, and attack the enemy on their right. 'The
main body of the army advancing nearly in a parallel di=
rection to General Ferguson, an action took place, which
soon became general. The French retreated, and led us
wmto a labyrinth of narrow passages, and apparently inac-
cessible heights. The first attack, made by General Fer~
guson, commenced at nine A. M., and the firing of the
two contending armies had entirely ceased before five
P. M. The French, after having been repeatedly forced
from their positions, were compelled to make a final re-
treat; but not without attempting, by three desperate
attacks, to regain the heights which: they had lest.

Owing to our want of cavalry, the enemy, after the
third ati:ack,_ were -enabled to make the most scientific.
and beautiful retreat that has, perhaps, ever been wit-
nessed, Captain Bradford, as well as Colonels Lake and;
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Stuart, were killed in this affair; and Captain Elphin-
stone; of the engineers, was severely wounded. |

The  loss -Our army susthined, is' estiiated at fiom
450 to 500 men. The enemy’s loss is not known ;
but from the numbers of slain discovered in all parts of
the field of battle, it must have been more considerable
than ours. We took some prisoners, two of which are
officers of distinction. It was also confidently asserted
that Laborde had been severely wounded in the neck.
The name-of the pass in the mountains, which we forced,
was Arumbra ; near which place the troops halted on the
night of the 17th, and proceeded on the 18th to Lourinha.

On this morning, while we were formed in order of march
on our ground, and about to proceed forwards and offer
the enemy battle, Captain Gordon, General Anstruther’s
aid-de-camp brought to camp the intelligence of that Ge-
neral’s arrival off the fortress of Peniché. On our road to
Vimiera, and since our arrival here, we have learnt that
Laborde has been joined by Junot, with the greater part of
the French forces in Portugal, making an army of sixteen
or eighteen thousand men, they occupying a position in
the neighbourhood of Rio Major, about two leagues dis-
tant from us. It is a singular fact, that in this neigh-
bourhood the Portuguese were evidently unwilling to re-

H 2
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ceive us, and would not assist us in procuring the provi-
sions we were inimmediate want of; although they had
suffered more from the barbarous treatment of the French,
than the inhabitants of any other district in Portugal.
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LETTER IX.

GENERAL EELLERMAN AND HIS AIDES-DE-CAMP.~——CONDUCT OF THE
FRENCH TROOPS IN LISBON AFTER THE CONVENTION.—HEAD-QUAR-
TERS REMOVE FROM CINTRA TO OEYRAS.~—DESCRIPTION OF THE
VILLAGE OF CINTRA.—ANECDOTE OF GENERAL JUNOT.—-UNIVERSAL
INDIGNATION DISPLAYED BY THE PORTUGUESE TOWARDS THE
FRENCH.—GENERAL JUNOT'S DINNER.—JEALOUSY BETWEEN LA~
BORDE AND JUNOT—ITS ORIGIN.—JUNOT'S RANK IN SOCIETY PRE-
VIOUSLY TO THE REVOLUTION. '

i

Torres Vedras, 12th Sept. 1808.

I suary take this opportunity of selecting a few more
passages from my friend’s journal, for your amuse-
ment. After describing the battle of Vimiéra, he pro-
ceeds :(— |

«« T was with Sir Arthur Wellesley when General Kel-
lerman arrived with the flag of truce, on the 22d of
August.” Kellerman is hideously ugly, but his countenance
is by no means void of sensible expression. He appears
not to be a man of an engaging address. Ke came, ac-
companied by two aides-de-camp, one of whom had a
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commussion in, and wore the uniform of, the Portuguese
police corps. On our asking one of them to exchange
some Napoleons for guineas, he produced a purse, which
I should imaginé contained at least two hundred, and
which he, without hesitation, 'a‘cknhwlﬁdgeti to be plun-
der taken from the Portuguese. Kellerman dined with us,
and did not quit Sir Arthur’s till late in the evening. ,

R R

24k August.

“ Iaeutenan%-General Sir John Moore, Lord Paget,
Sir Charles Stuart, Lord Luuvame, and Sir Rubert Wilsen,

arrived here from Maceira.”

¢ 1st September.

““ We understand that our division, which Sir Arthur
commands, being the nn]y one which had engaged the
French, are not to be permitted to take possession of LIE-

bon and its fortresses.”

¢ Togal, Convent de St. Anionio, Ath Sept. 1808,

‘““We arrived within three leagues of Lisbon two days
ago, and took up our quarters (the same which we at
present occupy), at the country seat of a conventiof Bene-
dictine monks, whose chief residence is in Lisbon. On
the day of our arrival here, two French officers paid us a
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visit. Through them, Sir Arthur sent an invitation for
dinner. to General Loison, who commanded the advanced
posts of the French army between us and Lisbon ; but he
refused, sa.ym he every hour expected orders from the
Duke of Abrantes, and therefore could not lea.va his lines.

. < An immense number of German soldiers, who com-
pﬂsed apart of Junut’s army, tha:t had been furmed by
the French in Hatwver have deserted to us ; and so great
a hnrmr they say, e:xlsts in the minds of then‘ country-
men and comrades, as, to returping to Prance that they
are pusitwe the Flench from one of thﬁlr German regi-
ments will hardly f:mbark fifty men. e

T

- i

o An English ﬁ;__erthﬁpf 's;rri‘;}re;:l héré from Lislﬁnn this.
morning, to inform us_that the French are pillaging the:
town in all quarters; and that many public curiosities and
valuabies had actually been packed up ready for embarka-
tion. We now understand that these pecula.tmns are in
direct vmlatmn of the treaty of capltulatmn, and that.
in order to put a stop to them, ‘General Beresford and.
Lord Proby have been sent to Lisbon, with orders to su-
PEI‘lHtEHd the embarka.tmn, and . tﬂ mfﬂrm the E rench |
the recummencemant Qf h@ﬁﬁl'ﬂ';‘les wuuld 1mmed,|atﬂly take:
placeq 2k
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¢ Togal, 6th September.

<« Stanhope returned with Sir Arthur on the evening of
the 4th instant, from head-quarters at Cintra.

<« The Bishop of Opurtn has written a letter to Sir Ar-
thur Wellesley, and sent a person who was to have assisted
in forming that part of the treaty with the French army
which immediately concerned the Portuguese. The
Bishop, in this letter, insists, as a sine-qua-non, that the
French troops shall not be permitted to take away the
treasures they have pillaged from the Portuguese.

¢« §o incensed are the Portuguese at this treaty of ca-
o Ed '#" #"#- #'-'#

pitulation, that

E & ¥ # kN * ®  » & 5 %

C Baron ’lripp was sent yesterday by Sir Arthur Wel-
Ie:sley to head—quarters, which, we lcarn, have been mwed

from Cintra to Oeyras..

¢ Cintra is a dehghtful sput and worthy of observa-
tion. The town, which is not large, is ‘built at the foot of
stupendnus mcky mnuntam It contains a royal pa-.'
lace of Grnfhm architecture, and is much cleaner than the
genera.ht_y of Portuguese towns. FPersons of distinction,
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for their health or amusement, resort to this place during
summer, 'for the benefit of the sea’'breezes. One great
advantage it possesses over other towns in this country, is
an excellent inn, kept by Mrs. * * * * an Irishwoman.

~% At Cintra I learnt an extraordinary fact, that the
commissariat, for want of proper g-uid'es; had mistaken
their road, and gone with their whole depét into the centre
of the French lines; from whence they were very po-
litely conducted by a French officer back to the British
army. |

¢ On our arrival at Lisbon, we visited General Beres-

ford, at ‘whose house we 'met Lord Paget, his aides-de-
camp, and Colonel Graham. ~ We here found that nothing
could surpass the audacity of the attempts which had been
made by the French to carry off all the articles’ of value
which could be found in Lisbon, whether public or private
property... They had actually packed up two state cars
riages, the property of his royal highness ‘the Duke of
Sussex ; ‘but 'at the remonstrance of General Beresford,
they were compelled to relinquish their booty.

““ Junot, who had become exceedingly indignant at the
idea of returning to France in a Afrigate, instead of a'line
of battle ship, was informed that the Duke of York was

I
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in the habit of sailing in a frigate ; to which he! made ans~
swer—° That he trusted it was not intended to make a
comparison between him and the Duke of York.’ ‘. The
Duke of York,” said he, ¢ is only commander-in-chief of
a king’s army, while , the Duke of Abrantes, am com-
mander-in-chief of an emperor’s army, as well as his Tm--
perial Majgsty’s' representative.”

“« A majorof the twenty-ninth regiment of infantry, made-
prisoner. on the '17th, had heen confined at Lisbon from
that period till this morning, when he was released. - The
greater part of his imprisonment was on board the Portu-
guese ships. e told us. many anecdotes of the French
soldiery, and particularly dwelt upon the detestation which

existed between the French and the Portuguese peasantry.

He said, that on his march on. the 17th to Lisbon, the
French guard who conducted him, amused themselves by
firing at the peasants as they passed along, without any
agpar.ént, provocation having been given on theig part. He
added, that the French acknowledged they had received
a complete beating on the 21st, and that they had, n the

‘two. actions, lost 4,000 men. They allowed they had

20,000 1n. the- field on the 21st. .

< At two or three different perieds during his imprison-
ment, the Portuguese at Lisbon had attempted to rise
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upon the French troops. After the battle of the 21st, so.
certain were the French tha.t we should have entered the
town of Lisbon as conquerors, that they had transported

all their valuables on board the Portuguese and Russian
men of war anchored in the Tagus.

‘““1 saw at Lisbon, a report given in to General Beresford
from the French, stating, that their force about to be em-
barked, amounted to 'twenty-seven thousand men. I
bardly think that their army can be so numerous; but
imagine they have exaggerated their numbers, in order to
gain an additional quantity of tonnage, that they may the
better smuggle away their plunder.

: ‘ | i1y 4t the Convent, 8th Sept. 1808.

‘““ We'learn this day,  that Sir Charles Cotton has per-
mitted ‘the Russian ships ‘to ‘surrender with the French.
Major-General Ferguson 'has obtained leave of absence,
in other words, quits his command.

¢ Sir Arthur, and most of his staff, went on the 9th to

Lisbon, ‘where he: remained some days, and  dined with

Junot, who gave us a sumptuous repast.” The conversa=

tion occasionally ‘turned' on ourselves; with what took

place during the actions of ‘the 17th and 21st. These,

with the usual fanfaronnade of Frenchmen, ‘they treated
1 2
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as insignificant affairs; not as general actions. They said
the 21st was merely a: coup-de-main; on their part. How-
ever, I must say, they did justice to the bravery of our
troops, as well as to the 'skill of our Commander-in-
Chief.

- “Junot’s second aid-de-camp; near whom I was seated
at dinner, surprized me much by the light and disrespect-
ful manner with: which he spoke of the military talents of
his General, who, he 'said, was a bon officier de cavalerze,
mais rien d autre. I was lequally amazed at finding that
this man, as well as most of the officers who composed
Junot’s staff, and those of the other French generals, were
men of a certain age, much past the flower of youth. My
friend, of whom I am about to speak, served in the
French army twenty-seven- years, and had been at the
siege of Gibraltar, where he was wounded. = He had the
rank of colonel d’artillerie, as well as that of the Duke
d’Abrantes” second aid-de-camp. He acknowledged to
me that the fire on the 21st in parfi was very varm.

¢ The whole ceremony of this dinner greatly amused me ;
it consisted chiefly of Junot’s family, which amounted to.
near sixty persons;  with the addition  of ten Knglish
guests. 'The greater part of the Frenchmen who assisted.
at this dinner, were anxious to shew us every mark of ci--
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vility ; but it did not require a very discerning eye to dis-
cover that most of them had been exalted to situations,
which they were ill qualified to fill. 'There were among
them one or two young men, who had been emigrants,
and possessed altogether engaging manners.
 §

- ““ The dress and costume of the persons who formed
Junot’s staff, partook more of the appearance of per-
formers on the stage, than of soldiers. Many of them
were covered with orders of the first and second classes,
fastened on fine tinselled coats, of all colours.. After din-
ner, Loison and Laborde came to pay Junot a visit.

‘“ Loison bears the most horrid character for rapacity,
and all kinds of inhuman barbarity ; Laborde also is not
devoid of a taste for plunder, though he is less inclined

* that way than Loison.!

Af i-.understand, froma very inteiligent French emigrant,
who resides here as a merchant, that nothing could exceed
the jealousy and hatred which existed between the differ-
ent French general officers, especially Junot and La-
b;:-rdp,_“..whit_:h 1s easily accounted for. A Laborde was lieu--
tenant-colonel of the regi:ﬁeut in which Junot served as
serjeant, at the commencement of the Revolution.
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“¢ Bonaparte, during his first campaign in Italy, took
Junot, at the recommendation of his lieutenant-colonel,
to be his secretary, in consequence of the goodness of his

hand-writing.

<¢ Junot originally was bred to the law, and at the outset
of the Revolution, had been employed as a clerk to a
pettyfogging attorney near Toulon, till he was forced by
the National Asseﬁlbly to serve in the armies of the repub-
lic. He is not esteemed a man of great ability, either as
a soldier or politician, though he is famed for his personal
courage, many marks of which he bears about his person,

having received a variety of wounds.*

¢ The French army in this country is, most assuredly, a

# [t is said, that when Bonaparte first went to Toulon, he desired to have
some person well acquainted with the topography of that city, to conduct
him over the ramparts. Junot, then a grenadier in a volunteer battalion,
was introduced to him, and shewed so much determination and coolness
during their walk, while the shot was flying in showers around them, that
Bonaparte, struck with his intrepedity, demanded what he could do te
sexve him. ¢ You may, if you please,” answered Junot, ** exchange this
worsted shoulder-knot for one of silver.” His wish was complied with.
Bonaparie afterwards desired him to follow him, and share his fortunes.
He did so, and was appointed, by Bonaparte, one of his aid-de-camps, in
1796. [y

Kellermann began his career as a privale in the Conflans regiment of
{hussars.
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very fine one ; though I am in great hopes that their thirst
after vain glory begins to abate, and that the eyes of their
officers, as well as of their men, are gradually opening to
the discovery that the mad ambition of their chief must
one day meet with a check. There are many officers in
this army, who havc dared. luudly to reprobate his con-

duct, in regard to Spain and Portugal.

“ It is.a remarkable circumstance, that so many officers
who are advanced in years, and who commenced their
military career previously to the Revolution, should now
serve in the French army,. in situations very inferior to
those which, from their long and useful services, they
have a right to look up to. Laborde was a lieutenant-
colonel before the French revolution; and even a general
of division during the consulate of Bonaparte. He
now retains the same. rank he had during the consulate,
though many officers have been promoted over his head ;
and yet, under these mortifying circumstances, he sefve;
the - usurper of; his. country’s..crown, not n'r_lly faithfully,,
but with - great, distinction,  being Innef of his best

afficers.”
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JLETTER X, -

‘ROYAL PARK OF MAFRA.—STEEP DEFILE.—MAGNIFICENT APPEARANCE
OF THE ROYAL CONVENT OF' maﬁaa.——wugn MOUNTAINS OF CIN-
TRA.~—FISHING VILLAGE OF ERYCEIRA.—BRIDGE OF CHILLIEROS.
—COMMENCEMENT OF THE GRAND AQUEDUCT OF LISBON AT THE
VILLAGE OF MONTELAVAR.—CHALYBEATE SPRINGS.—TOWN OF BEL~

" LAS.~—PALACE OF CONDE POMBEIRO.—TOMB OF VIRIATUS —BRI-
TISH CAMP.——ILLUMINATIONS AT BELEM~—LISBON.—ELECTION OF

_ THE REGENCY.—FRENCH TROOPS EMBARKING. .. |

Belem, near. Lisbon, 19th Sept. 1808,

Havine some business at Lisbnn, which it was neces-
sary for me in person to transact, I left Torres Vedras at
an ear]y.hnur yesterday, and arrived here late in the even-
ing. I was advised" to take the road through Mafra,
which, although rather circuitous, is neither so  rocky
nor mountainous as that by Cabeza de Monte Chica.

After gaining the top of one of the mountains which en-
circle Torres Vedras, I descended into a fertile valley,
containing several pretty villages, surrounded by orchards
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and vineyards. Through this the road winds its intricate
track, to the head of the valley, where, taking on a sud-
den a new direction to the right, it conducts to the sum-
mit of a mountain, whence I had a charming bird’s-eye
view of the wlmle valley through which I had passed.

The road now leads, by a very steep descent, into a
deep ravine, the sides of which are cloathed with abund-
ance of wood. To the left, the view is bounded by the
royal park of Mafra, covered with lofty cork trees, be-
neath whose hoary-spreading branches were seen straying
several herds of beautiful deer. This park, which is three
leagues in extent, is enclosed with a strong wall, about

fourteen feet high.

On reaching the bottom of the defile I perceived a small
hamlet, whose white church enlivened the solitude of the
scene, as the tinkling tones of its humble bell floated

along the vale.

I now ascended by one of the steepest and strongest
passes I have ever seen. The road is well paved, and
flanked by the park-wall before mentioned. At the sum-
mit of the mountain I came to a mean village, where I
was gratified with a most magnificent prospect. In the
iﬁregrﬂuﬁd stood the village, whencz ‘the ‘road wound

K
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aloug by the side of the mountain, at the ex-i:ren;itjr of
which the gigantic pile of Malira shut'iﬁ gilded cupolas
to the sky; while in the remote distance rose the Alpine
crags of the rock of Cintra, mingling with the snowy
clouds which hovered on their summit. To the right lay
the immense expanse of ‘th'_e. Atlantic Ocean, on whose
blue and tranquil bosom floated the little fishing boats of
the distant village of Er},rceira. T

: I was tempted to sketch the enclosed drawing, which,

however, I fear, will ;:énnvéy a very imperfect idea of this

sublime landscape. | 5

On reaching Mafra, I did not fail to enter that ma,gni..
ficent tructure—its church, the ascent to whichis by a
very noble flight of marble steps; but I was so much
pressed for time, that I could jonly take a slight survey of
the interior of it, trusting to a future opportunity of ex-

amining it minutely.

From Mafra I rode over a bleak rugged country for
some miles, till I reached a village called Chillieros,
sweetly seated on the banks of a stream called Carvosiera,
over which there is a handsome lofty bridge. Several of
the orchards here contain abundance of oranges ; and the

shin'ing verdure of their leaves, studded with golden fruit,
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relieved the eye, fatigued by the scumhing_ reflection of
the rocks. '

‘Leaving the * lunar mountains of Cintra” to the righf,

I came to a small village called Montelavar, situated
amid barren limestone hills, where are the first arches of
the grand acqueduct of Lisbon. Here several streams of
the purest water gush from the “ living rock,” and are
collected into a large marble reservoir by the side of the
road. The children of the village officiate as the naiads
of the fountain, and offer the cooling beverage to the
thirsty traveller. _
- Passing a romantic water-mill, and some chalybeate
springs, which are enclosed, to prevent any improper use
being made of them by females when pregnant, at the dis-
- tance ofa league from Monte Cavar, I entered the market
town of Bellas ; where there is a good inn, and a palace,
belonging to the Conde de Pombiero, with a garden laid
out in parterres, according to the old French style, and
shaded with lofty trees.

- As you are fond of antiquities, I must not omit telling
you, that in the reign of king John III. the tomb of the
celebrated Viriatus was accidentally discovered in this
neighbourhood. It was a stone chest, with an inscription
upon it—*¢ Hicjacet Viriatus Lusiutanus Duz.”’  Strange to

K 2
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say, not a man in Portugal was then to be found who had

taste sufficient to induce him to become a purchaser of
this remarkable monument. It was given to a gentleman
of Madeira, who carried it to that island, where it was lost.

The road near Bellas passed under some arches of the
great aqueduct, close to which a part of our army lay en-
camped. ' I then reached some heights, from whence 1
descried the bold shores of the Tagus; and entered
Belem, as the setting sun sunk behind the rock of Lisbon..

As 1 passed along, I found the streets of Belem crowded
with persons of all ranks, who seemed to be enjoying the
refreshing breezes of an autumnal evening; while the
blaze of illuminations, and the discharges of rockets, dis~
played by the Portuguese, seemed expressive of the hap-
piness they felt in the prospect of being delivered from
the thraldom of their Gallic oppressors. 5

This morning I reached Lisbon.  The towers of the
churches are decorated with flags, and the streets crowded
with the carriages of the noblesse. They are assembled to
deliberate on the election of a new Regency, after having
attended  the celebration of high mass at the episcopal
church. ~ All ranks appear in high glee, and very civilly
salute the British officers as they pass along. -
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The great quay at Belem was crowded as I passed with
the French troops, who were embarking in the boats to
get aboard the transports; while the Portuguese were
grinning at their departure. Our sailors were acting the
part of masters of the ceremonies, which they performed
most ludicrously.

I mean to send this home by the mail going to Eng-
land in the Plover sloop of war, in which Sir Arthur Wel-
lesley retusns. Major-General Ferguson will accompany
him. Iam sorry to hear that indisposition is the cause
which induces the latter to leave us.



70 CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL.

LETTER XI.

VILLAGE OF QUELUS —ITS ROYAL PALACE.~——THE VINTAGE=—STATE OF
THE PRESS IN PORTUGAL==1TS CONSEQUENCES.—SUCCESSFUL EXER-
TIONS OF GENERAL BERESFORD AND LORD PROBY.—A SPECIMEN OF

FRENCH FINESSE. .

_ Torres Vedras,21st Sept. 1808

I ReTurNED here yesterday from Lisbon, which I left the
preceding evening. Having been detained at Belem till a
late hour, and finding that it would be impossible to
reach Torres Vedras that night, I called on a friend at
Quelus, who procured me a bed at that village.

Early yesterday I pursued my journey, after viewing
the royal palace of Quelus, which has lately undergone a
complete repair, for the reception of the Duke d’Abrantes,
It is a low wooden building, but contains a very handsome
suite of apartments. Among others, a concert-room, two
hundred feet long, with a very magnificent ceiling, and a
room decorated with eighteen pictures, from the novel of
Don Quixote. -
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Behind the building is a pretty extensive garden, which
1s well stocked with shrubs, and laid out with some
taste. The village is paltry, consisting of a few small
houses, with one church, and an amphitheatre for bull-
fhights. . The peasants were employed in the fields as I
passed, 1n gathering in the vintage : and after an agreeable
ride, I reached Torres Vedras about three in the after-
noon. .

I found my old landlord had been anxious for mjr re=
turn, that he might inform himself of the real state of
things at Lishon; of whigh the country people had been
receiving for the last week the most false and exaggerated

accounts.

Mankind are naturally fond of news; and in a country
like this, where newspapers are few in number, and, from
the e:-:penge, difficult of access, every circumstance as it
occurs, 18 handed about from person to person, and by the
time it has travelled twenty-sevan-ﬁ]ilﬂs_ (which 1s the dis=-
tance of this town from Liﬁhﬂn); Myrs. Piozzi’s tale of the
Black Crows is fully exemplified. .

You may -judée ‘what is the state of public information
in this country, when I tell you, that previously to the
inyasion, by the French, there was only one, or at most
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Ewo newspapers printed in all Porfugal; and these éon-
sisted of four.very small quarto pages, and were under the
inspection of the Inquisition.

Since the English army landed; another newspaper has
been set on foot at Coimbra, which; T hope, will be con-
tinued ; although it is more than probable, that the moment
the Inquisition again rears its hydra head, the press will
be subjected to its power, and the Coimbra Gazette con-
signed to oblivion. |

The Portuguese have attempted to raise a great outery
against the quantity of plunder which the French have
carried off with them. I do assure you, that I believe
the clamour to be groundless. They certainly did attempt
to smuggle many valuable articles of plunder on board ;
but so great has been the vigilance of General Beresford
and Lord Proby, that they have in a’ great measure been
foiled in their attempts; and forced  to relinquish their
booty, which has been placed in the public stores, till
claimed by ' the individuals from' ‘whom it was cruelly
wrested.. They have contrived ‘one mode of eluding the
British vigilance : it is, the active employment of two
mints, ‘in ‘which they have ¢onverted’ a large quantity of
churc‘h-'platé into French crowns and Napoleon d’ors. Al
this specie they are permitted, by the'construction of the
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articles of the convention, to carry off to France. You

will allow that this piece of Gallic finesse has been rarely
surpassed.

I believe I forgot to-tell you that Junot wished to carry
with him five Danish vessels loaded with plunder, under
the name of his private baggage; but this attempt was
iignﬁﬂh tm:; barefaced, and was, of course, prevented by
Sir. Hew Dalrymple.

I am anxious to be removed to Lisbon, as this-place IS
becoming unhealthy.. My strolls in the neighbourhood
have now lost the attraction of novelty ; and I begin to
- deel the want of books, ‘which-are not to bé hadhere.. The
labours of the vintage take up-the attention of my worthy
host, who spends most of his time at two ¥Vineyards which
he possesses in this neighbourhood, and from which he de-
rives'a handsome income. - 18 (] |
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LETTER XII.

MAFRA.=——A cﬁ,ﬂuc'rnms'rm AHMBDTE ~=CONVENT OF nnrna—-—,
BUILT BY KING JOHN V.—ITS ARCHITECTURE SEVERELY EEHEURED
BY MURPHY !=—GENERAL IMPRESSION GRAND——MUCH INJURED BY
THE FRENCH SOLDIERY.—AURICULAR CONFESSION.—SUBURBS OF
Llsn_uu.fegEr{Erlﬂn,:—Tmt{Einuc:j OF ALCANTARA—GALLEGOS,

Il'

R Lubmr, 5:.& Optuber, 1308

I AM aﬂ'arghd an Dppnrhumty of writing to you by the
Hindostan store=ship, whlch is. ordered to returnimme-
diately to England. -

) ol dowtwr o1l bas boo |

Twn days ago I arrived here. 'The hospital of Torres
Vedras is broken up, and the sick removed to the Estrella
convent. My companions and I, on our way hither,
were forced to pass the night at Mafra. It was late in
the evening before we reached that village, so that we
were obliged to disturb the slumbers of the Juiz de Fora,
who seemed very unwilling to quit his pillow. At length
he got up, and granted us the comforts of a billet on the
house of one of the dignified clergy.



CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL. 75

We procured a Portuguese soldier from the guard-=room
to shew us the house; which lay at a considerable dis-
tance, at the further extremity of the village. On ar-
riving, our guide knocked for some time; before he could
rouse a monk, who at length demanded what was the
matter. On being informed that some English officers had
arrived with billets, he opened the casement, and pﬂpped
out his bare crown to reconnoitre our numbers.

Observing our’ strength, he commenced a most noisy
remonstrance with our guide, wlho, shivering from the
cold of a bleak northerly wind (to the ‘influence of which:
Mafrais much exposed), answered by a volley of maledic-
tions, which soon brought the unwieldy master of the
mansion, in his night-cap, to the window.

- Heaffected to' be much annoyed by the liberty which,
he said, the Juiz de Fora had taken, in sending officers
at solate an' hour to disturb his family. To these com~
plhi-nfs, our conductor replied by thumping the door with
the butt-end of his musket, which soon brought the
whole family to the bottom of the stair-case.

~As the junior monk spoke French, a conversation now
gommenced, in which we informed him that we had just
‘arrived from Torres Vedias ; and that although the Juiz
" ¥ 2
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de Fora might have acted wrong in granting a billet upon
his house : yet we could ‘not think of passing the night in
-the streets : as little could we consent to return to ‘that:
magistrate’s. house, to procure an  exchange of the

billet.

After they had both called all thesaints in the calendar
to witness the injury they had suffered by this itrusion,’
and again and again protested that they had neither beds
nor bed-chamber to spare, they were at length brought a
little to reason by the'Pﬁrtuguese soldier ;. but no argu-
ments could induce ‘them to give usstalls for our horses,
although we were  assured by our guide that they had a
capacious stable behind the house, quite empty.

We were therefore obliged to ride back to the upper
part ‘of - the ‘village, and leave our ‘cavalry ‘at a  public
stable; and on our return were admitted to the room’
which they had prepared: for us, containing three mat-
trasses laid on the floor. ' Here we passed the night,
and quitted the -inhospitable’ roof early the fﬂllt}wiﬁg
morning. joda off Fiaghe} Y

I have related  this anecdote, not from its importance,
but to shew the selfish charactér of some of ‘the monastie
clexgy of Portugal; and how little these men are disposed

i
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to evince ‘any just degree of. gratitude for the assistance
which has béen lent them by the British army.

I took  this uppu'rtunit}'r of examining the royal con-
vent of Mafra, of which I shall now send you a short
description.

It was built by King John the Fifth, in pursuance of
vow which he made to St. Antonio, during a dangerous
attack of sickness, to found a convent, for the use of the
poorest friary in the kingdom. Upon enquiry, twelve
Franciscans were found living in a hut at Mafra; and the
king, having procured a plan from Rome, employed a
German, named John Fredericks, to superintend the exe-
cution of the work. It was begun in 1717, and finished
in 1731. It is constructed of whitish marble, and contains
thirty-seven windows in frent. 'The church is placed in
the centre, having the palace on one side, and the convent
on the other. The whole building forms a square of about
seven hundred and thirty feet. ' |

Murphy, in his Travels in Portugal, censures the bad
taste of the architect, who, he says, was a jeweller: in Lis~
bon. I must own that I think the flight of stairs before
the buﬂdmg peculiarly grand. ' On ascending these steps,

one hundred and sixty-two in number, we passed throughy
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a portico with twelve colossal statues of saints, cut in
white Carrara marble, of tolerable workmanship. il

- 'The interior of the church is handsome, and.entirely
covered with very beautiful marbles, of exquisite polish,
disposed in pannels. There are six organs, and ten or
twelve altars. Over each of the latter, instead of pictures,
are marble basso-relievos, very well executed. The church
is lighted by a number of windows, ranged beneath a cu-
pola of the Corinthian order, the interior of which is in-
crusted with marbles, beautifully carved, and encompassed
by a handsome gallery.

. The convent contains three hundred cells, each of
twenty feet by eighteen. We were shewn a handsome
library, with a tolerable assortment of books. It measures
n length three hundred and eighty-one palms, butis only
forty-three in breadth. = The whole edifice is said to con-
tain eight hundred and seventy rooms, and five thousand
two hundred windows. | |

- The French: troops had occupied the building as a bar-
rack, and left it polluted by all manner of filth and rags. '

~'The passages and walls, in' all'directions, are scorched
aﬂd dﬂfﬁcéd-by._ the action of their ﬂm, Whiﬂﬁ'fhey- _‘ had



CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL. 79

kindled, without compunction, close to the finest marble
facings, which again the heat had rent in many places.

Sixty or seventy monks now inhabit this convent, some
of whom we found occupied in performing mass, and others
attending ta the auricular confessions of some unfortunate
female peasants, who, on their knees, were pouring forth
their secret sentiments to those indolent, prying mortals.

On our road hither, we passed through animmense suburb
called Benefico, composed of villas, belonging chiefly to
the foreign merchants of Lisbon, who live here in a good
style, and seem to enjoy all those pleasures which men in
easy circumstances can procure in this luxurious climate.
Around these quintas, as they are called, are generally
pretty extensive gardens, well laid out, and supplied by
water from deep draw-wells, the wheels of which are
turned by mules.

Mr. Beckford, of Fonthill, is the proprietor of one of
the most beautiful of these. The ga.rdeﬂs contain a re-
markably fine collection of exatic plants, which here thrive
in the open air. This villa was formerly the property of
@ Mr. De Vismes, who lavished an immense sum upen it.

~ After. pqwing;%Beneﬁao,*thﬁ _mad turns suddenly to:the
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right, and we soon found ourselves opposite to the stupen~
dous arches of the aqueduct of Alcantara. It was built
-about the year 1748, in the reign of King John the Fifth,
the founder of Mafra ; and providentially received no in-
| jury from the earthquake of 1755. < It is constructed, like
all the other public buildings here, of white marble.

This aqueduct is really a stupendous work, and does
honor to the Portuguese nation. It collects a number of
springs on the mountains and heights adjoining to: Bellas,
and conveys their jﬂllﬂ: pmduce for several leagues, into
a large reservoir, situated near the north-west extremity of
Lisbon. In passing over the vale of Alcantara, it unites two
hills by thirty-five arches, fourteen of which are very large;
some of them three hundred and thirty-two feet high.

There are ten smaller arches near the city, and many
more of still less dimensions near its source. ' The pillars
which support these arches are square, and the largest
measure thirty-three feet each side, at the base.

Before this building was erected, Lisbon suffered the
greatest distress for want of water; and you may jﬁdge of
the value of this element here, when I inform you, that
eighty thousand pounds sterling is calculated to be the
sum annually paid by the inhabitants for the water. which



CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL. 81

1s carried from the fountains, in small barrels, to their
respective houses, by a class of men called Gallegos.
.
On entering Lisbon, I rode to the Caffee del Com-
mercio, where 1 supped with my friend IH***, and retired
to rest on a sofa, every bed in the house being engaged.

Before concluding this letter, I must not omit a remark-
able circumstance which has lately occurred : When a de-
tachment of troops went from hence, to take possession of
the town and fortress of Elvas, they found that place in-
vested by a body of Spaniards, part of the army of Estre-
madura, under the command of a General Galluzzo.” On
being made acquainted with the terms of the convention of
Cintra, Galluzzo would not consent that the garrison of
Elvas, whom he already anticipated as his prisoners, should
be included ; and so resolute was he in his refusal to per-
mit our troops to execute their orders, that it was found
necessary to dispatch a field-officer from head-quarters, to
persuade this Spanish Bobadil of the absolute necessity of
his withdrawing his army. -Colonel Graham, of the nine-
teenth regiment, was selected for this delicate mission, and
kas succeeded in bringing Galluzzo to reason. Adieu.
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LETTER XIII.

DEPARTURE OF SIR HEW DALRYMPLE FOR ENGLAND.—CHARACTER
OF SIR ARTHUR WELLESLEY.—~SKETCH OF HIS PUBLIC LIFE,

Lisbon, 6th October, 1808.

I Am in hopes that I shall be enabled to send you this
second letter by the fleet, in hich Sir Hew Dalrymple
returns to England.

The English papers, just received, have put the army
in possession of all the particulars of the convention : they
likewise give us an idea of the sensations it has excited in
the public mind at home. These are, indeed, such as we
had all anticipated.

The departure of Sir Arthur Wellesley for England, is a
subject of great regret with the army. He had won the
entire confidence and affections of the soldiery, in an un-

common degree, by his talents and aftability.
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Indeed he possesses such a combination of rare quali-
ties, as seldom fall to the lot of an individual ; and, with_
the exception of Nelson, whose fame he bids fair to rival,
England has, perhaps, produced no man, since the days
of Marlborough, of so much innate military acumen. To a
body unusually active, there is added, in him, a mind the
most fertile in resources. His quickness of conception ¢can
be equalled only by his intrepidity in execution. With an
instinctive readiness, he forms a just conception of the
character and talents of his enemy, as well as of the result
of his own plans,

He is one of those whom our country ought always to
cherish ; as it is 'only with such mien at the head of aur
fleets or armies, that we can hope to meet, with suitable
energy and effect, the powerful means of an inveterate foe.

Besides these grand traits of character, Sir Arthur has
been trained in the best, perhaps, of all schools for learn
ing the art of war, I mean the plains of Hindostan. It is
experience alone that can enable any general to put
thirty or forty thousand men in motion. The mind, if
long cenfined to petty and minute details, can seldom be
brought to collect with facility into one point, a multi-
plicity of particulars, and to refera variety of operations
to their common principle. It is for this reason that a

| M 2
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good officer of a battalion, is often found to make but a
very indifferent general. |

In illustration of what I assert, I shall give you a short
sketch of the public life of Sir Arthur Wellesley.

Sir-Arthur Wellesley is the third son of the late Farl of
Mornington. . After receiving the rudiments of educa-
tion at KEton, he was placed at a military academy at
Angers,-in France.. During his residence there, he applied
himself with great industry to acquirea thorough knowledge
of the theory of his future profession. Ile entered the army,
as a subaltern, at an early period of life, and reached the
rank of field-officer, without having had any opportu-
nity of distinguishing himself. -

Having accompanied the Earl of Moira to Holland, in
1794, he had an opportunity of displaying his talents,
while conducting the retreai; of a brigade of three bat-
talions, which he effected with great credit and applause. .

On the apfmint-ment of his brother, the Marquis Wel-.
lesley, to be governor-general of Bengal, Sir Arthur, who
had purchased the lieutenant-colonelcy of the thirty-
third, accompanied his regiment to India. On his arrival,
an expedition being then on foot for the reduction of Ma-
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nilla, Sir Arthur was appointed to it, and had actually
embarked, when it was found necessary to abandon the
expedition, on account of the intrigues of France with
Tippoo Sultaun.

Lieutenant-General Harris had been appointed to com-
mand the Madras army, destined to" act against Tippoo,
and penetrate into the Mysore country ; and to this army
Colonel Wellesley was attached. Upon the arrival of the
Nizam’s subsidiary force, consisting of nearly fifteen thou-
sand native troops, General Iarris appointed Colonel Wel-
lesley to command it, as a separate body.

At the taking of Seringapatam, on the 4th May, 1799,
the Colonel commanded the reserve at that ‘ever memora~
ble assault, and: was thanked .in public orders by General
Harris, for the gallant intrepidity of his conduct.

- In the commission of British officers selected to ar-
range the division of the Mysore territories, we find- the
name of Colonel Wellesley, as well as in the military com-
mission appointed for the division of the prize treasure
taken in Seringapatam,' =
g st besuslg woeivsi bueFlos T

- Col. Wellesley’s next appointment. was that of governor
of the conquered capital, a task the most difficult you can
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well imagine ; and which required a person of great integrity
and military ability, united to much prudence and judgment.
For the meritorious discharge of this difficult duty, he
received the thanks of the Governor-general in council.

General Harris having quitted India for Europe,
and the command of the Madras army devolving upon
Major-General Braithwaite, Colonel Wellesley was en-
trusted with an expedition against the freebooter Dhondia
Waugh, of whom it was necessary to make a severe ex-
ample, from the excesses which he had committed on the
Company’s possessions.

‘In the month of September 1800, Colonel Wellesley,
at the head of a sufficient force, took the field. He en-
tered the Nizam’s territories on the 5th, and after a series
of rapid and vigorous movements, intercepted Dhondia
Waugh’s force at Conaghull, where it was strongly posted,
having its rear and left flank covered by that rock and

village.

Although of Colonel Wellesley’s army the horse only
had come up, with his wonted intrepidity, he determined
on an immediate attack, and having placed himself at the

head of the nineteenth and twenty-fifth light dragoons,
and first and second regiments of native cavalry, which he
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extended into one line, to prevent his being out-flanked,
he rushed on the enemy.

Dhondia’s force shewed much firmness, but could not
withstand the rapidity and fury of the charge. They gave

way, and were pursued for several miles. Dhondia him-
self, with immense numbers of his followers, were killed,

and the whole body completely and effectually dispersed.

The thanks of General Braithwaite and the Governor-
general in council, were conveyed to Colonel Wellesley,
for the great and unremitting activity which he had dis-
played in these operations.

The Mahratta war having commenced in November,
1802, Lord Clive, then at the head of the Madras go-
vernment, assembled an army of nineteen thousand men,
the command of which was entrusted to Lieutenant-Gen.
Stuart. '

It became necessary to detach a part of this force to-
wards Poonah, the capital of the Peishwah, our ally, which
was menaced by Scindeah and Holkar.

Colonel Wellesley having now attained the rank of
major-general, was selected for this important command,
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having under him Colonel Stevenson, and a body of thirty-
five thousand men, with a proportionable train of artillery.
Of this army, two-thirds were furnished as subsidy by the
Nizam, and comprised about nine thousand native cavalry.

- The Nizam’s force being placed under the command of
Colonel Stevenson, General Wellesley, at the head of his
army of twelve thousand, deemed it expedient to push on
with the greatest rapidity towards Poonah, as it was known
that Holkar Wwas in possession of that capital, as well as

the person of the Peishwah.

On the night of the 19th of April, information having
~ been received that it was the determination of Holkar to
plunder and burn Poonah on the approach of the British
troops, General Wellesley pushed forward, over a rugged
and difficult country, and through a dangerous pass; and,
- after a forced march of sixty miles, reached the Peishwah’s
capital in the short period of thirty-two hours.

The astonishing and unheard-of celerity of this move-
ment saved Poonah from!the fate then awaiting it; and
in a few days he had the satisfaction of restoring this city
to its lawful sovereign.

- !
't - j |
'.l" i !‘I i

It would far exceed the limits of any letter to state to
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you the immense consequences resulting to the British in-
terests in India from this achievement ; they were; as you
may easily conceive, of the first importance.,

| Neither shall I, for the same reason, detail to you the
talent displayed in the ‘taking of the city and fortress of
Amednagar; or 'the rapid and masterly movements
which were made by General Wellesley, after the reduc-
tion of that important garrison ; but shall hasten to notice
the battle of Assye, which alone will for ever immortalize
the name of Sir Arthur Wellesley.

Having arrived at Naulnair on the ever-memorable 23d
September, he received information that the combined
Mahratta army was posted within six miles of the ground
which he intended to occupy ; but that the enemy had
indicated an intention’ of breaking up his camp and re-
treating, on the approach of the British army.

General Wellesley instantly perceived that not a mo-
ment was to be lost, and with a boldness of resolve, whmh
shewed the vigour of his judgment, determined to move
forward and force the enemy to a general engagement, al-
though Colonel Stevenson’s subsidiary division, which had
marched hy a different rnute, ‘bad not joined him as was
expected. | (i "
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- Having adopted this resolution, he halted and reéfréshed
his army, which had already, that morning, marched four-
teen miles. He then moved forward, and after a furthég
march of six miles (performed under the rays of a vertical
sun), he came in sight of the enemy, who was posted with
his right on the village of Bokerdun, and his left on that
of Assye, on the northern bank of the river Kaitreah, near
to the Adjuntee pass.

- Scindeal’s army cohsisted of thirty-eight thousand five
hundred cavalry, ten thousand five hundred regular infan<
try, five hundred matchlocks, five hundred rocket-men,
and one hundred and ninety piéms of ordnance.

Wellesley’s army consisted only of four thousand five
bundred men, of whom two thousand alone wére K=
ropeans—a frightful inequality, and hardly to be compen=
sated, one would think, evén by the superior discipline
and coolness of the British army ; but the eminent abili~
tres of their leader made up the deficiency. '

" The Btitish Genéral approached in front of thie enemy’s.
right ; but finding that he had postéd his infantry and
guris on the deft, he resolved to make his attack there;
Having made the necessary movement for that purpese;
he placed the British cavalry in the rear, to cover the

it
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infantry as they moved round ; while on his right flank
he stationed the cavalry of the Peishwah and Nizam.

- He now forded the river beyond the left of the enemy ;
and having reached the opposite bank, formed his army
in order of battle, extending his infantry in two lines, the
British cavalry in a third as a reserve, and posting the
auxiliary native force so as to cover the left flank of the
whole, now menaced by alarge body of the enemy’s cavalry,
which had followed them from the right of its own position.

- "The enemy had commenced a distant cannonade, when
General Wellesley evinced his intention of attacking their
left, then changed :thei; position with great steadiness,
on elearly pereeiving the mode in which they were to be
attacked.

The British now advanced to the attack, under a most
tremendous fire of nearly one hundred and fifty pieces of
the enemy’s ordnance, which was extremely well served.
The English artillery, in their turn, opened upon the
enemy, atan interval of about one hundred yards; but
was soon rendered incapable of advancing, from the num-
ber of bullocks and men that had fallen.

. This induced the English General to-abandon his guns;
N 2
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and try the event of a closer combat. ' Putting himself,
therefore, at the head of his ‘whole line, and placing the
British cavalry, under Colonel Maxwell, to cover his right,
he advanced with an intrepidity and boldness which com-
pletely dismayed the Mahrattas.

 Notwithstanding his numerous artillery, the enemy
found himself unequal to withstand this charge, and was
quickly compelled to retire upon his second line, which he
had posted in front of the Juah river.

Here the seventy-fourth regiment, which covered the
right of the British line, having suffered severely by the
enemy’s cannon, was charged by a body of Muhratta ca-
valry ; ‘but the British' cavalry posted on the right, having’
repulsed them, charged in their turn, with such .resistless
impetuosity, that several of the enemy’s battalions were
driven into the Juah with immense slaughter. = |

The enemy’s line now gave way in all directions; and
were pursued by Colonel Maxwell at the hiead of the Bri-
tish cavalry across the Juah river; beyond which they were

cut' down in great numbers.

Several of the enemy’s guns haviﬁg been unavoidably
left in the rear during the heat of the action, were at this
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moment. turned upon the British troops in advance, by
the perfidious Mahrattas, who had thrown themselves: on
the ground, and were consequently passed unmolested by
the English soldiers.

‘This circumstance encouraged m;me- of the enemy’s re-
gular infantry battalions, which had retired in rather better
order, to face about and commence a second action, which
being maintained for a: short f;;i:‘ne with' great fury, made
the fortune of the day again doubtful, 3

< ~General Wellesley, however, with his usual gallantry,
placing himself at the head of the seventy-eighth regiment,
and seventh . battalion of: sepoys, compelled: those parties
who had seized the guns to surrender, though: not without
some: further loss, and: considerable personal: danger. - to
himself, ‘having his horse -'shﬁt under him': while the gal-
lant. Colonel ‘Maxwell finished the destraction of. the
enemy, by charging. with  the nineteenth light dragoons
‘the 'battalions’ which ‘had , rallied, which he: entirely
broke and dispersed, -bmt-Unfﬂrtuuately fell himself in the
performance of this duty. '

‘These last attacks proved decisive | the Mahrattas fled
in all directions, their dead, amounting to twelye hundred,
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eovered the field, and ﬂlﬁit" Wﬂumfed strewed: ﬂw adgmmmg
uuuntl‘yfﬁrmlle'i | orfdw eedtsTdaN endibiyeqg
Ninety-ei ght pieces of cannon, the whole camp equipage
of the enemy, all their bullocks and camels, and a vast
quantity of ammnmtmn, fell: ‘intoe ~the hands af the

‘mctars.. o8 i

- I have ‘been betrayed, by the very interesting nature of
this battle, to enter into a much' longer detail than I in-
tended. But really when we consider that this victory was
obtained by so'small ‘2 number of British troops, over an
enemy so immensely superiorin numbers, comprising, at
~ least, ten thousand regular infantry, formed, disciplined;
and in part officered by Frenchmen, supported by the tre~
mendous discharge of nearly one hundred pieces of cannon,
served almost with the precision and science of French ar-
tillery, whilehiordes of Mahratta cavalry, to the amount
. offorty thousand, hovered around, ready to cut in upon;
anid annihilate the little band,” if the smallest disorder or
snistake had taken place ‘during the 'engagement :—if we
consider all these circumstances, {;ﬂﬁjﬁi:‘iéﬁ with the glo-
rious result which followed the engagement, we must rank
this victory among themost brilliant which have ever been
obtained by' British courage and skill. | | '
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After this battle, General Wellesley turned his attention
to the Rajah of Berar’s army, which, after a most fa-
tiguing and unremitted pursuit, from the 25th Qctober
until the 25th November, he succeeded in overtaking.

This army he defeated in the plains of Agram, in as de-
cisive a manner as he had done that of Scindeah at Assye,
capturing the whole of their elephants and baggage, tharty--
eight pieces of cannon, and all their ammunition.

General Wellesley now turned his victorious armsagainst
the only remaining fortress of any importance belonging te
the enemy—an almost impregnable citadel named Ga-
wﬂghaa- seated on thf: summit of a steep hill..

- On the nig‘ht of the 12th December, the hattﬂriéeﬁ were
opened, and a practicable breach 'having been effected, on.
the morning of the 14th it was carried by escalade.

The war having been: brought to- a. conclusion by this
brilliant enterprize, - the Rajah of Berar, terrified and
amazed at the rapidity of General Wellesley’s operations,
determined on concluding a peace, without wmtmg for the
ﬂ‘ﬂtl(:ﬂt.‘l’&tl:@ﬁﬁf his ally Smﬂdbalh HualsD -

'ﬁmma inmmbgzmue kowincto <shesBikiatt Chsosel,
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and negotiations being set on foot on the 16th December,
the treaty of peace between the British goverhment in
India and the Rajah of Berar was actually concluded the
day following ! '

On the 30th December General Wellesley had the good
fortune toiconclude a peace with Scindeah. Both treaties
were speedily ratified by the Governor-general at Calcutta,
and excited the admiration of India, not only for the deci-
sion and dispatch with which these acts of diplomacy were
executed, but for the moderation and equity which were
evident in the conditions.

General Wellesley, in the whole of this contest, proved
to the world that he possessed, in an eminent de-
gree, those talents for council, ‘as ‘well as for the field,
which cannot, without the greatest disadvantage, be se-~
parated. | |

The Mahratta war being thus brought to a conclu-
sion, the General now found the reward of his victories
in the gratitude and love of his countrymen. A sword,
valued at one thousand pounds, was presented by the
inhabitants of Calcutta. 'Thanks were voted to him
by both houses of parliament; and his Sovereign ho-
noured him with the insignia of the first military order in
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Europe, by creating him a knight of the Bath. Added to
which, the companions of his toils and dangers, as a token
of their esteem and regard, presented him with a golden
vase, of two thousand guineas value.

Early in the year 1805, Sir Arthur Wellesley, ¢ loaded
with wealth and honours bravely won,” returned to his
friends and native country.

Soon after his return, he accompanied Lord Cathecart in
bis expedition to Hanover, as commander of a brigade :
and this army having again returned to England, he was
appointed to the command of a district on the coast. On
the death of the Marquis Cornwallis, he wag grati-
hed with the colonelcy of the thirty-third regiment,
in which he had served thirteen years as lieutenant-
colonel.

During the short-lived administration of Lord Grenville,
Sir Arthur Wellesley represented an Irish borough in the
British parliament, and took an active part in the debates,
as far as they concerned his brother, the Marquis Wel-
lesley, whose measures, while Governor-general of India,
were then under discussion. :

On the accession of the present Administration, he was
0



08 CAMPAIGN IN PORTUGAL.

appointed chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ire-
land, and accompanied the Duke of Richmond thither.

When Lord Cathcart proceeded to the Baltic with the
expedition against Copenhagen, Sir Arthur commanded a
division ; and again distinguished himself, by defeating a
detachment of Danes near Kioge; by which victory sixty
officers, and fifteen hundred men, with fourteen pieces of
cannon, and a quantity of powder and ammunition, fell

into our possession.

Soon after this event, Copenhagen having surrendered,
Sir Arthur was employed, along with Sir Home Popham
and Lieutenant-Col. Murray to conduct the capitulation. -

The foregoing is a very slight and hasty sketch of the
public life of this very distinguished and accomplished
character, previously to his sailing on the 12th of July last
from Cork. Slight however as it is, it may serve to shew
you, how determinied and resolute he is in all the enterprizes
in which he engages, and with what wonderful rapidity he
is accustomed to follow up every advantage as it occurs.

& On his piercing eye

Sat observation ; on each glance of thought
Decision follow’d, as the thunderbolt
Pursues the flash.” Homer.
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I am the more dispnsed' to dwell upon these features of
his character, from the opinion which is at present enter-
tained, of the great advantages which were forfeited to our
country from his having been controuled in his measures
after the battle of the 21st, at Vimiera; an opinion, in
which I am more and more confirmed, by every thing
which I bave heard since my arrival in Lisbon.

~ Would you believe that Junot had the effrontery, on ar-
r-iw}zi-ng here the day_aftér his defeatat Vimiera, to announce
that he had obtained a decisive victory over the English,
and actually to force the inhabitants of Lisbon to illumi-
nate splendidly on the occasion. But such are the un-
worthy arts by which the French manage to impose on

the credulity of mankind.

02
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LETTER XIV.

ANECDOTES OF THE FRENCH SOLDIERY.——THE RAPIDITY OF THEIR
MARCHES.==SMALL VALUE ATTACHED TO THE LIVES OY SOLDIERS BY
'FRENCH OFFICERS.—ASSASSINATED IN GREAT NUMBERS BY THE
PORTUGUESE PEASANTRY.—WRETCHED STATE OF THE TFRENCH ON

FIRST REAGHING LISBON,—REFUSAL OF THE BISHOP OF OPORTO TO
JOIN IN THE BEGENCY.

Lisbon, 9th October, 1808.

TuEe forced marches made by the French troops, at dif-
ferent periods, during their stay in this country, appear
almost incredible. A corps of troops (all volfigeurs) marched
from Bayonne to Lisbon in thirty days.

The little value which the French officers set on their
soldiers’ lives, is equally astonishing. On their march
from Lisbon to Evora, to quell a revolt of the Purtuguese,
they lost from sickness, fatigue, and assassination, four
hundred men.

I have hitherto, without success, endeavoured to obtain
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correéct information as to the amount of the French trobps
which entered Portugal and Lisbon. The natives of the
country assert, what indeed the French themselves admit,
that their army has been thinned, in a most incredible
manner, by assassination. The French Generals, however,
appear to consider France as an inexhaustible nuisery for
soldiers. S | ;

On the first entry of Junot’s troops into Lisbon (the
fact is well authenticated), they were in so deplorable a
state for want of food, and so exhausted by fatigue, that
ten thousand men might, without difficulty, have ammiki-
lated them. T conversed with a well-informed inhabitane
of Lisbon, who assuved me, he saw more than one French
soldier die in the street, on the day of their arrival, frons
fatigue and hunger. EUE |

At Torres Vedras too I learnt, that the peasantry there,
taking advantage of the state of debility to which they weére
reduced, dispatched great numbers of them, whenever they
caught them straggling in small parties about the villages.
The weapons which the peasants made use of, in such
cases, besides knives, were those quince-tree poles that I
mentioned in one of my former letters, which are ex-
tremely hard and compact, resembling the foreign timber
called iron-wood.
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. 1 cannot comprehend how the poorer inhabitants of
Lisbu_u existed during the domination of Junot. = A town;
about two miles distant from Lisbon, on the sea coast,
contains about seven thousand inhabitants, all of whom
are fishermen : these poor people, for three months, were
not allowed to quit their home, or'exercise their trade.
Ma.n‘y of these families absolutely perished in consequence
of thig merciless prohibition. |

- The patriotic Bishop of Oporto, one of those delegated
by the Prince Regent to assume the reins of government
during his absgnc.e,'-{has; refused to become a member
of the new Regency, ‘as proposed by Sir Hew Dalrymple.
This decision of the Bishop’s has caused various disturb-
ances, particularly in Oporto, where it was found necessary
to apprehend one hundred persons. The.Bishop, though
he refuses to take an ostensible share in the government,

will continue, to exert his mﬂuence in favour of the Eng-

lish nlterests
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LETTER XV.

LISEON—ITS DELIGHTFUL CLIMATE.—PICTURESQUE AND EVER VARY-
ING SCENERY OF THE TAGUS.~~GREAT INEQUALITY OF THE STREETS.
GENERAL KELLERMANN-—HIS NARROW ESCAPE FROM THE FURY OF
THE PORTUGUESE POPULACE.——MONASTRY AT BELEM.~=THE ROYAL

PALACE.~—PICTURE GALLERY.—ANTIQUE STATUES.

Lisbon, 12th Oct. 1808,
Rua Nova de Sacramento de Lapa.

I am still anxiously on the look-out for letters from
England- none of which I have yet received; but, al-
though I feel much annoyed at this want uf punctuahty on
your part, I shall not retaliate.

My present billet is in the house of a Portuguesé mer-
chant, in one of the streets in that quarter of Lisbon called
Buenos Ayres. I find it very convenient, from its vicinity
to the Estrella convent, where the general hospital is

established.

The climate of Portugal, at 'this season, is'particﬁlarly
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agreeable, and I cannot help regretting that I am so soon
to quit a place, with which I have every reason to be
pleased. o

Lisbon has been so often described, that you could learn
little new from any remarks of mine. The shores of the
Tagus, particularly on the other side, are steep and rug-
ged; but the river, covered with shipping, presents an
ever-varying picture, which, viewed from the situation
where I now reside, under all the accidents of light and
shade, twilight, mid-day, or a setting sun, displays a great
variety of agreeable images.

I should admire the situation of Lisbon more, were it
not for the extreme inequality of the ground on which it
stands, which renders ‘walking extremely fatigning, nay,
even laborious ; and rldmg 1s dangerous and disagreeable,
from the sllppenness of the stones. My rides, at present,
are confined to the road between this and Belem, where I
am attending General Sir Charles Stuart, who has been
ilk for some days of a fev&rlsh attack. He is now re-
eovering.

I had an opportunity yesterday of seeing there, for a few
minutes, the French General Kellermann, whose appear-
ance certainly: justifies what my friend, *** remarks inhis
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journal. - The General was in coloured clothes, which did
not add much to the dignity of his appeararice, and I con- -
fess I lifted my eyebrows a little, when he announced him-
self to Major Burke, General Stuart’s mﬁjm of brigade.
Kellermann’s face is rather defective in that feature which
we are told in Hudibras, Talicotius was so dextrous in re-
medying ; and this defect is rendered still more conspicu-
ous by a number of odd-shaped pieces of black sticking
plavster nhstnb uted over his visage. |

A few evenings age, he had been to dine with' General
¥ * %, and was on his return to the ship. Although it
was dusk, he was recognized on the quay by the vindic-
tive populace, who immediately set upa war-whoop, and,
but for the active exertions of our sailors, who hurried
him into a. beat, he would soon have been dispatched to
the gloomy banks of Cocytus. As it was, a raggamuffin
had got a loaded pistol close to poor’ Kellermann’s ear,
and was in the "very act of drawing the trigger, when a
sailor, a disciple of Gulley’s T suppose, put in so neat a.
blow on the fellow’s temple, that he fell into the stern
sheets of a hoat close by, and the General, in rather blﬂ{}dj!‘
plight, was hurried on board. -

This circums'tance _. ﬁrill shew jruu, how much, the lower
classes here love the French. Indeed, had notthe spirit of

P
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the superior orders been entirely extinct, fallen as this
country undoubtedly is in the scale of European nations,
the French might have found its conquest a matter of no
small difficulty. | ' | |

I should tell you that Kellermann is, together with the
third division of the French army, detained here as a
hostage for the safe return of the transports which have
sailed to a French port with the other two divisions. Kel-
lerman is very desirous to get away: his situation here
is not quite so comfortable as formerly.

I have visited every place worth seeing at Belem, not
omitting the beautiful church and convent, founded by
Alphonso Henriquz, in 1145, and dedicated to the Virgin
Mary. The church is a ‘most superb building, and, ex-
cepting that at Batalha, perhaps the finest specimen of
what is called the Arabesque Gothic in existence.

. Camoens mentions this building in the Lusiad, when
describing the pious'mariners of Vasco de Gama, (the
discoverer of India) invoking the blessing of the Almighty
on their undertaking. ' Hesiin il 2

‘W here foaming on the shore the tide appears,
A sacred fane its hoary arches rears:
Dim o’er the sea the evening shades descend,
" And at the holy shrine devout we bend ;
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‘There, while the tapers on the altar blaze,

Our prayers and earnest vows to Heaven we raise.
Safe thro’ the deep, where every, yawning wave
Still to the sailor’s eye displays his grave ;
Through howling tempests and through gulphs untry’d,
O mighty Ged ! be thou our watchful guide.

MickLE’s Lustap, Book iv.,%

- The body of the royal founder of the church, lies em-
balmed in a tomb, beneath the high altar ; and four other

kings are contained in as many huge sarcophagi of black
marble, placed in niches in the nave.

This building was so severely agitated during the
earthquake of 1755, that two of the huge columns which
support its roof gave way. They have been supplied by
two very mis-shapen masses of masonry.

The church contains several singular Arabesque carv-

¥ This solemn scene is thus mentioned in history :—¢¢ Aberat Olysippone
Pprope littus quatuor passuum millia templum sané religiosum et sanctum ab
Henrico in honorem sanctissime virginis edificatam ***, In id Gama pridie
illius diei, quo erat navem conscensurus, se recepit, ut noctem cum reli-
giosis hominibus qui in @dibus templo conjunctis habitabant in precibus et
votis consumeret. Sequenti die cum multi non illius tantum gratid, sed
aliorum etiam, qui illi comites erant, convenissent, fuit ab omnibus in scaphis
‘deductus., Neque solim homines religiosi, sed reliqui omnes voce maximi
cum lachrymis & Deo precabantur ut bené et prospere illa tam periculosa
nmrig*atlin ‘omnibus eveniret, et universi re bené gesta incolumes in patriam
vedirent.”—See Mickle’s Lusiad, Oxford Edition, 1778.

P2
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ings in wood; and there are some fresco paintings in a
very handsome cloister adjoining, the subjects of which
are the passion of our Saviour. There is also an original
painting of St. Jerome, by Albert Durer, which hangs in
the library belonging to the convent. From this library
Junot had taken several valuable manuscripts, most of
which he had been compelled to send back. But the monk
who attended me regretted the loss of a most valuable #/u-
minated manuscript bible, which he had succeeded in
carrying off to France:  But the French -are all rob-
bers,” said the monk, shrugging his shoulders, ¢ all!

alb ! ! 1”

Another building at Belem, which I have seen, is the
royal palace. 'This is finely situated on the banks of the
Tagus, of which it commands a delightful view. It is a
humble building of wood, the Royal Family having, after
the fatal earthquake, determined to avoid marble struc-
sures for the future. In this palace the Duc d’Abrantes
had employed a great many workmen, t0 execute a num-
ber of additions and alterations which he had projected
previous to his taking possession of it. Till his departure
he hé.d resided in the mansion of a rich Portuguese mer-
chant at Lisbon. Belem palace is still crowded with the
scaffolding which had been erected, in completing a large
gudience-ch&mbelr for the invader, the walls of which are
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nearly covered with basso-relievos, in the worst French
style, and of the most absurd and preposterous inven-

tions.

On entering a gallery, I was introduced to an old
gentleman, who shewed me a very beautiful cabinet of
pictures, which the French had packed up with great
care, and were about to carry away very snugly, when
they were detected, and the spoils brought back to the
palace.

This collection contains some fine specimens of the
~art. Among others, a Susanna by Vandyck ; an exqui-
site easel picture by Sir Peter Paul Rubens, the subject
of which is his own family, -gfﬂil-ped as saints—the colour-
ing of St. Sebastian quite enchanting ; two or three fine
pictures by Gerard Douw, and many dt‘hers, whose names
and subjects I need not enumerate to you.

But there were two. which particularly caught my at-
tention, from their being the works of a very promising
Portuguese artist, who died at an early period of life ; his
name 15 Vieira, the younger of that name. These pictures
are very fine, and the more interesting, from being pro-
duced by the native of a country, which of late has done
next to nothing in the finearts. = |
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The subjects of both these pictures are in the Lusiad -

so that here we have the ideas of the best Portuguese poet

represented by the pencil of a Portuguese painter.

One of the pictures is Temarkable for 'its expression,

and the beautiful way in which is represented the story of

the unfortunate Inez de ‘Castro, surrounded by her lovely

babes, throwing herselfat the feet of her inexorable mur-

derer.

Dragg'd from her bower by murd’rous ruffian hands,
Before the frowning king fair Inez stands ;

Her tears of artless innoecence, her air

So mild, so lovely, and her face so fair,

Mov’d the stern monarch ; when with cager zeal
Her fierce destroyers urg’d the public weal ;

Dread rage again the tyrant’s soul possest,

And his dark brow his cruel thoughts confes! :

O’er her pale face a sudden paleness spread,

Her throbbing heart with generous anguish bled ;
Anguish to view her lover’s hopeless woes,

And all the mother in her bosom rose.

Her beauteous eyes in trembling tear-drops drown’d
To Heaven she lifted, but her hands were bound ;
Then on her infants tum ’d the piteous glance,

The look of bleeding woe ; the babes advance
Smiling in innocence of infant age

Unawcd unconscious uf (heir grandsire’s rage.

- Mickue’s Lusiap, Book iii.

I hope ‘you will pardon my inserting the passage at
Jength, its beauty and pathos must form my apology.
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Mickle has been very successful here—‘ The look of
bleeding woe™ is an exquisite expression—Is it not ?

You cannot conceive how much I-was gratified in find-
ing that these two fine pictures were thus preserved to
their native country. Sir Charles Cotton and Major-
General Spencer, who were present, seemed to experience
the same sensations. On leaving the gallery, I inquired
for the two beautiful antique statues, which are mentioned
with so much admiration by several travellers. These too
had been packed up by the ladrones, but returned to their
proper owner. One isa young Apollo, the other a piping
faun. - Both are exquisite, but the faun is, in my opinion,
the better statue. It is almost equal to the Antindus in
juvenile grace. Adieu.
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LETTER XVI.

q.un:. MUEEUM OF M,TURM, HISTORY AT AJUPA-—MASS OF NATIVE
© COPPER.—ELASTIC SAND-STONE.—CALCAREOUS DEPOSITIONS IN THE

mﬂmtnm' OF ALCANTARA.—REMARKABLE DUNGEON AT BELEM.—
' $TATE OF THE PRISONS IN PORTUGAL. | |

' Lisboi, YAthi Oclober, 1808.

1HA"F’£HG heard much of the rdyalica:hi.uet of natural his-
tory at Ajuda, near Belem, I yesterday took an opportu-
nity of gratifying my curiosity.

It is contained in a handsome detached building behind
the royal palace. There are two apartments, one com-
prising specimens of the mineral, the other of the animal
kingdom. Adjoining is a small botanic garden. The spe-
cimens dépusited in the Museum are not numerous ; but
several are very curious, one indeed altogether unique. It

is a mass of native copper, brought from Brazil.

According:to an inscription, which has been very mjudi-
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ciously' made wpon one of'its' sides, polished for the pur-
pose, ‘it wasfound in a valley two leagues from Cachocira,
and fourteen from Bahia. Tts weight lis two thousand six
hundred and sixteen pounds, its extrenie length three feet
two 1nches, its breadth two feet and half an inch, and its
greatest' ‘thickhess two feet four inches. Its upper sur-
ﬁﬂéﬂ:ﬁiuﬂequﬁ mnﬂ *iﬂ pﬁr&t mmd with iron ore and

11-_-; NILTLS g

Besides this, there is‘also a considerable!piece of elastic
sand-stone, the surface of which is covered with calcareous
hﬁyktaks. o hodeseaw,

I was muu-h struck hy al Iarg.e tubit of ca-.lna;reaus earth,
takﬂn from one of the pipes of the aqueduct of Alcantara.
It is-a convincing proof of the very great quantity of car-
bonate of lime held in solution by the water which is drank
here. ' 'Indeed the person who shews the Museum told us,
that it was necessary to clean out the pipes at stated
’fn‘l:eﬁ_rais! E’a'el‘y five yem‘s I think he said, to pre-

vent: their. (;.a.lj,b;e f:;qm qug entxrely choaked up *  This

pit 1 10 ol b alad o " ; L 1ol Y

n::.fi "i)t "l Pfﬂhﬂblf qwmg mﬂ;ar to the eﬁ'ectﬂ of this water on the constita-
tion, than to the salubrit y of 1t$ atmzfsphere 2 that,Lisbon has obtained so great
a rﬂpl!tfiruu in {:unsumptwe cascs. The water of the Clifton spring like-
wise con aius a cnns‘iderable pt“ﬂpcirtlﬁn of lime ; and its beneficial effe cts

d&lﬁ’eﬁd as many ph ysu..lans Iiﬂlim’:iré1 upbn the streurr’tlr of this 1mpmgf[m.
| Q
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stalactite -or’ pétiefaction had been formed within. five
years, and being at least six inches in ‘thickness all
round, a very small cavity had been left.in" the centre for
the water to pass through. | fria |

Among the specimens from the animal kingdom, 1 re-
marked a fine hippopotamus, a rhinoceros, and some other
rare quadrupeds, well preserved. Most of the articles are
placed in mahogany glazed cases, and are all arranged

according to the Linnan system e

In returning from the Museum, I was asked by. a friend
to survey an extraurdinafy dungeon behind the palace. We
descended about thirty feet, and ‘entered a small vaulted
chamber, which was paved with marble flags, in the floor
of which we observed six  or seven circular pits, barely
large enough to contain a human body in a sitting posture.

'T'o each pit was accurately fitted a ponderous marble co-

tion. Ifso, the spring of Montelayar ought to be much more efficient than
that of Clifton, since it contains a much greater proportion of the carbonate
of lime ; and it would therefore be better if all invalids who repair to Lisbon
were to reside at the village of Montelavar, and drink the water at its source,
before it has deposited a great proportion of the lime in its passage through
the aqueduct to Lisbom. For an analysis of this water, see Vol. 1. of the
Meitioirs of the Academy of Sciences of Lisbon.

» The French had attempted to steal several chests of Natural History
from this Museum, but were prevented from effecting it, owing to the firm
interference of General Beresford and Lord Proby. | |
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vering, pierced with a square hole in the centre, to admit
air. In these pits, I was informed, that the unfortunate
conspirators against the life of the late king Joseph the
First, had been imprisoned by the sanguinary Marquis de
Pombal, previously to their execution on a scaffold before
his palace, on the 18th January, 1759. |

The Portuguese have long been notorious all over Eu-
rope for the inhuman cruelty of their punishments, and the
dreadful state of their prisons. Formerly, when a person
was obnoxious to the government, he suddenly disap-
peared, and was rarely ever heard of again. |

Imprisonment in the Bastile must have been a mere joke
to that of a Portuguese dungeon. I am almost petrified
by the horrible accounts which have come to my ears on
this subject, since I have been in Lisbon.

Many of the cells are, I am told, on a level with the
Tagus, with which they communicate, so that a foot of
water, or more, flows in every tide ; and in these the vic-
tims of despotism and superstition, linger out a miserable

existence.

Sterne has touched upon this subject, in his affecting
Q2 |
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THE EARTHQUAKE OF llﬁJ-—APPEAMHEEﬂ STILL EXISTING.—~4 VO-

sl 1

TIVE TABLET 1& THE CHURCH OF THE E%TRELLJE CONVENT.—BITU-
MEN OFTEN' FOUND IN THE TAGUS li’—'i'ﬂ‘ﬁnuhﬂ SPRINGS.—GENERO-
CSETY OF) THE BRITISH NATION Iy 1755 sTIEm GRATEFULLY MEN-

GHORRR. RE B FORTRE UL RIDIOTE (BIUS 11 41, RO R GNAME

EBBLEHAH-u Al . _ ; .
gt o 900 glugst adgng 8 10 (SIGIORZI 101 Si6)
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SO B D ON «HIIIL fIOII0) f}. b a1 bederiog des

- I HAVE rtim day: i been- favoured .withsyour letteri of the
12th of last month, and am truly bappy to . receivé
such good accounts of your improving health. I shall
not fail to answer all your iniquiries ‘as.I proceed'; indeed
yourwill find, on thé!receipt of my'last letters, that I-have:
already!anticipated some of yourt vequestsiiii o) 11l hobioy
gdidtdoeaagereldmud us guinisioon o1l e &z 41 a5

. Asito the earthquialie of  1755; (whenito make use: of
the words of Seneca—* Inteeimagnam! urbeny et millam
nox una interfuit’) one is constantly reminded of that

dreadful calamity, onwalking ithe streéty sithated ‘near the
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river and Praga de Commercio. Immense masses of ruined
churches and convents rise up in all directions among the
modern buildings; while the perpendicular mounds on
which they stand, exhibiting the fractured stratums of
rocks, clearly demonstrate the nature of the convulsion
which caused the deatrucﬁun of the incumbent buildings.

An entire city swallowed up in one instant, presents to
the humau mind the idea of a scene so extremely terrific,
that, on a first glance, one feels a difficulty tor compre-
hend it ; but if you lay hold of a single mmdent lhe do-
mestic tale, for example, of a private family, one or two
members of which were providentially preserved, while
the rest penshed in the common ruin, you may con-
ceive, in some measure, the heart-rending scenes of which
| | sp_eak. | Yqqgs ovlusd s bagaalioosr . Jesl 16 i8]

aete 1T oddleod. paivoigee Wi 10, s36805286 DOOY (012

I was led to make this:reflection; ' by casting 'my eyes
accidentally, the other day, on a small votive tablet,sus~
pended in the interior of the churchin'theEstrella'con~:
vent. It is a picture containing an humblé representation
of a very affecting little episode, which formed'a part’ of
thls grand eplc of human mlaery' e 1o ehiow s

habnimar vitasiznod ef spo (liwiisdei sau

A man and J:ua wnfe, semﬂd wmth terrvor, had:rushed’ into
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the street on the first alarm, and in an instant beheld their
home a mass of ruins. After the first moments of horror,

they missed their only child, whom they had left within in

a cradle.” You may conceive their distress. Invoking the

almighty Author of their being, they vowed to bestow a
sum of money on the church of the Estrella convent, if it

should please Him to spare their first-born’s life. It was
discovered alive: amid the ruins, curiously nestled under

some rafters, which by falling obliquely over it, had saved

it from destruction. = They performed their vow, and this

tablet commemorates the event, -

. Earthquakes are still common here, especially towards
the month of November. Two or three slight shocks are
generally felt every year.

~ Bitumen is often found floating in the waters of the
Tagus, and in the lower part of the city, there are some
thermal springs. The waters of one of these have been col-
lected', and: furnish some baths. T have used them, and
find that their heat is about eighty-eight degrees ; that is
two degrees higher than Buxton. The water appears to

be slightly impregnated with sulphur, the sulphurated
hydrogen gas.

These are pretty strong proofs, I think, that subterra-
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neous combustion is eonstantly going on hére, which-may
agpin prove fatal to thiseity® = ol HETG
rni'nidite sk bad o3 modw Livl ylao e boeeirnoysnl
- The Portuguese frequently talk of the generosity which
the English evinced to them, after the calamity of 17565
and I have very lately ‘hieard' some of ' the people ‘assert,
that their countryten: can iever forget their benefactors.
1 hope tthey never: will, least of all ‘at the present crisis.

sie Led diasvo' ylshpiide guillelogd dodthw eredis s

The better classes of Portuguese oftencevince some fine
traits of character; traits that-do' honour:to:the human
heart. I can illustrate this by an anecdote which has

fallen, within these few days, under my own: observation.

e FARES- TG DS sodiidv oV Yo ddGos b

An English officer requested me: to visit his wife, a very

beautiful woman, to whom he was much and sincerely at-
tached, not.only for her own lexcellent/qualities, but as
* Professor Link reiuark;s-“ It m ngtii:_y_la{l ¥ gtriiking th?tmeit 159”‘;3
{o be found in those two parts of Portugal, Lisbon and f:!_apg St. Vincent,
where the earthquake of 1755 was mest violent;; and this circamstance is
thought to confirm, the ppinion that basall, ﬂ??ﬂﬂﬂ%~ great. firgﬁﬂf!:ﬂi],
furnishes materials for subterraneous fires, and thus gives rise to earthquakes
and volcanoes ; but it must not be forgotten that Belem, which partly stands
on a basalt hill, suffered less from that earthquake than some parts of the town,
evidently founded upon limestone ; perhaps the basalt had af some former
period been forced up from these parts by a similar convulsion Jand the
shocks which Lisbon has felt from time to time, are altempts of Nature to
raise similar hills.” See Link’s Journey through Pﬂ_l'tl_lg‘ﬂ?: :Ltll_lldﬂ!f_l, :Lﬁm ;
pagetﬁﬂ. g ot g j. BUOASE V33514 I8 =l
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the mother of three beautiful: children, all in a state of
infancy. On going to his quarters, I found her in the last
stage of a remittent fever, a disease which has been very
prevalent and fatal among our troops. I ne@:d not, harass
your feelings by depicting one. of those scenes, which men
of my, profession are so often called on to witness. . It was
the tenth day of the fever. ,Her soul was on the -wi;ig—-—-
and by .the same eveni'ng she had hi'eathe'd her last. |

Her unfortunate husband, while he félt.he: loss as the
greatest calamity that could have befallen him, strove to
stifle his sufferings as he caressed his lisping babes, who
demanded when their mamma would return.

With three helpless infants, in the midst of a foreign
‘country, he was under orders to march with his regiment
to Spain. Divided between a sense of public and private
duty, what could he do? He was advised to apply to Sir
John Moore, for leave to carry his children to England.
His wishes could not be complied with. ¢ Never mind,
my dear friend,” said the generous Portuguese noble in
whose house he is billeted, ‘¢ cease to grieve, unfortunate
Englishman, leave your infants with me : Behold my three
daughters, they shall each discharge the duties of a mother
to one of your infants, and I will be as a father to the
whole.”” ¢ So we will, my dear father,” cried his daugh-

R
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ters. This was too much for Captain* * * * *, and he
hastened out of the room. |

I have this moment learnt that Sir John Moore has
granted my friend leave to return to England, on being
fally informed of his situation. He is an'excellent man,
much esteemed by all who have the pleasure to know him,
and will carry home with him the best wishes of this army.
Adieu.
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LETTER XVIIL.

SIR JOHN MOORE' $ ARMY SETTING OFF FOR EPMH—,\HLRGHEH IN THREE
D1VISIONS —-UNMPUMR MEiSUﬂ.Eﬁ ADOPTED BY THE REGENCY ==
CHAPEL OF ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST IN THE CHURCH OF ST. ROCHE ===
THE PORTUGUESE THEATRE.

Lisbon, 22d October, 1808.

T At preparing, my ‘dear friend, to setout for Spain,
and have been engaged in purchasing animals for the car-
Tiage of my baggage. - Great' part of the army is already
on'its march our depaiftment will fnilaw n'two days
'hende &5 ' 7

You kniow that Sir John Mobre 'is chief i cotnnand of
the army going into Spain ; -and ‘that Sir Harry Burrard
is to remaiu at the head of military aﬁ'airs in Purtugal;

'I'he fortielf‘h and- eighty-second mg:tﬁants ‘being. rathier
sickly, are ' 'to réthain here ; all the vest of the army is in
excellent cofidition.’ Ttiappears a very' long march from
Tence to Sdlamanica or Burgoes, particularly as the roads in
R 2
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this country are intolerably bad ; but I hope that we shall
make it out notwithstanding pretty well.

The army moves forward in three columns : the right,
comprising the artillery and cavalry, under the command
of Lieutenant-General ane will proceed by the route of
Elvas and Badajos, towards Madrid. The left by way of
Cmmbm and Vrseu to Almeida and Cuidad Rodrigo.
Whﬂe the. cenhe. ',mll go up. the right bank of the Tagus,
by the way of Santarem and Abrantes, through Villa Velha,
Castel Branco, and Guarda, towards Almeida and Cuidad
Rﬂdrwn Sir John Moore’s head-quarters will proceed by
the central route, which is albu that of the medmal staff.

 Several corps have been fﬂl‘ some t:lme cantﬂued in ad—_
vance towards the Spanish. frontiers; these will of course
move on first, and as the army will proceed by single corps
from town to town, the men will be by that means put
~under cover each night, which will bean effectual method
of guarding against sickness. - 1. ¢ 10

The Reaency here have made themseives very un pnpu]ar
oflate, by a singular measure of_ ﬁnancc,fthe object of which
is to depress the current value of the Spanish dollar-s, in
which the British army has in _general, been, paid.  Qur
Paymaster-general has for some; time .made payments in

i i.i
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gold Spanish pieces, which have also suffered a considerable
depreciation. 'The troops grumble a good deal at this ;
and so do the trading part of the Portuguese. Many of
the latter, who held any quantity of Spanish money, have
lost considerably : I believe nearly fourpence on each dol-
lar. From thisfact you may judge of the political sagacity
the Regency.

.+ I regret leaving Portugal without having been able to
visit Cintra, which is celebrated here as a sort of terrestrial
paradise ; but I have been so much occupied, that I have
lost miany sights, which I wished to have been able to de-
scribe to you.

I have, however, examined with attention the celebrated
chapel of St. John the Baptist, which is certainly a chef-
d eewore of magnificence. It is unfortunately placed in an
;i::ld church dedicated to St. Roche; and much of its
beauty is lost from the want of a sufficiency of light to dis-
tinguish its parts. There being only one window, which
is at the extremity of the building, the few rays of light
‘which enter are thrown obliquely past the Mosaic chapel,

without illuminating it.

P ';[‘h_ig,;i: chapel écuuta.-ina -three  very fine M?ﬁﬁiﬁ. plctupes,
‘copied from the works of Raphael and Guido, That over
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the altar is the Annunciation, and on the right and left
are the baptism of our Saviour by St. John. and the de-
scent of the Holy Ghost. The altar is composed of lapis
lazuli and amethyst, round which is a broad gold margin.
The pavement is also wrought in Mosaic ; and the pillars
are blocks of jasper, verd antique, Egyptian granite, lapis
lazuli, and alabaster. The doors by which you enter this
chapel are of brass, exquisitely wrought and gilt; in the
centre is suspended a large golden lamp. T am afraid to
mention the immense sum which this oratory is said to have
cost. It was made at Rome for king John the Fifth ; and
after having been erected there, ‘and consecrated by the
Pope, was pulled down, and sent hither by sea.. H

- Inthe church is a singular old painting 'of St. Roche,
painted in a hard gothic manner ; but the expression of
thé Saint’s head is delightful. T forget, however, that you
are 1ot quite so foolishly fond of pictures as I am, and I
jnust curtail my notices on ‘works'of art for the future.

There is here a good opera-house, but there has been
110 performance in it since my arrival from Torres Vedras.
Once I have seen a Portuguese play, but could not find
enough of amusement to induce me to wish for a repetition.
‘We are likewise exposed, in-going home at midnight, to
‘cascadlés from the windows of the inhabitants. Our friend
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F*** experienced this fact a few evenings ago. He was
going in a cabriolet, dressed cap-a-pee, to a gay'party ; hear-
Ing some unusual noise in the street, he leant forwards,
and put out his head from beneath the leather curtains, to
inform himself of the cause. In a moment he was deluged
with the torrent of a stream from one of those reservoirs ;
and instead of shining away at the ball, was obliged to re-
turn to his quarters, and no doubt showered a volley of
blessings on the cleanly Portuguese. Junot had made some
severe laws on this head ; but since his departure, the in-
habitants have relapsed into all their filthy customs.

Had one-half of the money paid for St. John the Bap-
tist’s chapel been laid out by king John, in the construc-
tion of common sewers, this city might have been at this:
day as cleanly as any in Europe, and the name of his Ma-
Jesty endeared to posterity, for having conferred so great a
benefit on the inhabitants of this capital.
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LETTER XIX.

THE CHURCH OF MOUNT ciﬁnnf.—-nmn TO ucunnui—ranw-
. GUESE HOSPITALITY.—PICTURESQUE SITUATION OF SACCAVEM.—
SALT-WORKS ON THE BANKS OF THE TAGUS—VILLA-FRANCA DE
XIRA—ITS ORIGIN. ol i ey

Villa Franca de Xira, 28th Oct. 1808.

I Arr1VED here this dayf; having left Lisbon yesterday,
in company with my friend Dr. D***, who 1s to be my
compagnon de voyage. o1 | ylansly 26 {eb

Having passed the Praza de Commeicio and Admiralty;
we quitted Lisbon by the eastern extre mity, and soon found
ourselves on a raised terrace, which runs along the shores
of the Tagus for a considerable distance. We passed on
our right some handsome and "picturesque buildings, which
throw here and there a wide arch over the road. The
Tagus now loses all appearance of a river, and assumes that
of a noble lake, its glittering bosom covered with many a

latteen-rigged vessel, and the high distant mountains
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beyond Aldea Gallego, vanishing in the vapour of the
southern horizon, formed a fine scene on the right.

On passing a church which stands clese to the road, my
servant, who is a mative of Swisserland, and has resided
many years in Lisbon, recommended to wus to dis-
mount, and look at the interior. The objects which he
considered so remarkable, constituted a representation
of Mount Calvary, with the figures ‘of our Saviour, &¢.
cut m wood, the dimensions of life. In the centre was the
crucifixion, on one hand the scene of ‘the Mount of Olives,
on  the -other the bearing of the cross; and in a cave be-
neath the whole, was represented the sepulchre, with the
attendant angels. -~ All these figures are coloured in imita~
tion of nature. | ol

We soon turned away from this Gothic exhibition with
disgust, but: were amply repaid for our trouble on‘entesin g
the church. It s cased with a beautiful grey marble, and
adorned 'with a mumber of very elegant Corinthian co-
lumns. A vaalted roof, of an oval shape, and remarkably
well proportioned, covers the whole edifice. 'This chareh
s not. crowded with gilding ‘and tawdry tinsel orfaments;
like the generality in-this ‘country s and it deed struck s
as altogether the finest stracture which we had seen  in
Portugal. It ss: called the:chureh ' of NMownt, Calvary.

S
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On getting clear of the buildings of the suburbs, we en-
tered a country covered with vineyards and olive planta-
tions, enclosed with high stone walls. The leaves of the
vines had put on the livery of autumn, and contrasted
agreeably with the dark green of the olives, now bending
under their ripening berries.

‘We passed several cheerful quintas overhanging the
lake, and at five o’clock in the afternoon reached the vil-
lage of Saccavem, seven miles distant from Lisbon. Here
we received a billet upon the house of a Portuguese hidalgo,
named De La Mottaye. ~Having approached the house,
and presented the ticket of the Juez de Foro, we were
shewn into aspacious well-furnished apartment, while our
servants were conducted to the stable—fard with our horses
and baggage mules.

On retprning from the village where we dined, we were
received by the lady of the house, who  very politely of-
fered us tea, which we accepted.. On finding that I could
ap_eak a little Portuguese, she ‘entered  into conversation
with me, and I found from her discourse that her husband,
whose absence in Lisbon she regretted; was a flag-officer in
the Portuguese navy., She added, that be had held an im-
portant command, for some years, on the coast of Brazil, te
which country she had accompanied himv; and where, she

L]
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said, the elder of her two children (whom she promised to
introduce to us in the morning), had been born.

Understanding, from what accidentally fell from me,
that I had been for a time in South America, she en-
tered into a very interesting description of the settlemeént
of Pernambuco, and the town of La Recifio; and her ob-
servations left us impressed with a very favourable opinion
of her acuteness and judgment.

After a conversation of some length she retired, and
sent in a male cook, to know what we wished for supper.
On our declining that repast, he brought us in a bottle
of a most delicious light red wine, and wished us good
night. We then separated for our respective chambers,
which had been carefully prepared for us; found most ex-
cellent beds, and went to rest, not a little satisfied with so
pleasant a commencement of our march.

On rising this morning, we met a yuung' lady in the
hall, waiting to introduce her two little pupils, the daugh-
ters of Signora La Mottaye. By them we were invited
to walk through the pleasure grounds. The house
stands on the side of a small hill, commanding a view of
the lake of Saccavem and the Tagus to the right, and
'some  olive grounds -on the slope of an adjoining hill to
| s 2 '
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the left. In the bottom lies a small hamlet, half hid by
rocks and olive plantations, throug_h~ which curled many a
wreath of blue smoke, illuminated by the rising sun.

The garﬂm contfains a small fountain, surrounded by
hikh myrtle and box hedges, a grotto of shell-work, and a
?&Tietjr of rare South American shrubs. Clese adjoining
is a huge draw-well (the indispensible requisite of a
Portuguese garden), from which the water is conveyed
by means of an aqueduct to. the offices of the house.
The garden communicates with the latter by a broad.gra-
vel walk, sheltered from the sun by the trellises of a .
thriving paréera, now loaded with the ripe clusters.of the
high-flavoured muscatell.

On returning te breakfast, we observed the folding doors.
of an adjoining room thrown open, discovering a small
oratory, richly decorated. A priest in his canonicals.
was here waiting to perfﬂrm mass to the lady of the
house and her tenants, as it was the festival of a favourite
-saint. We therefore lost no time in ordering our horses,
and having made every acknowledgment to Signora La
Mottaye for her pﬁiﬂzemss and hﬂsplllal'rty, we pursueﬂ
our manch. o

Having crossed the lake of Saccavem ina bark, we had
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an opportunity of admiring the rural situation of the
village and church. The latter stands on the banks of the
water, which in fact is only the union of five small streams,
which here flow into the Tagus. Saccavem forms the
right of a strong pesition, which may be taken up with

advantage for the defence of Lisbon ; the village of Lumiar,
- forming the centre, covers the high-road to Qporto ; while
the left is protected by the heights of Bellas, and the right
by the lake of Saccavﬂm

Our route conducted us along the banks of the Tagus.
To the right we passed some extensive salt-works; one
which we examined, covered at least twelve or thirteen
acres of ground. The process of this.manufacture is ex-
tremely simple. Pits of various dimensions are formed in
the flats adjoining the river, into which the water is admit-
ted, by a sluice, at full tides. After having evaporated for
some time in the reservoirs, it is allowed to flow into a
series of small pits, in the least of which it only forms a-.
stratum, two or three inches in depth: crystallization now
takes place, and the salt 1s raked up on the banks to filter.
When. dry, it.is conveyed in wheelbarrows to form an im-

mense heap, which is covered with thatch, to prevent the
action of the weather.

On our left we passed many handsome quintas, sur-
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rounded with rich plantations of orange and olive trees;
and, after an agreeﬁble ride, we reached this village to
dinner. | eyt

Villa Franca carries on a considerable intercourse by
means of small craft with Lisbnu, and forms a sort of halt-
ing place to boats going or returning to Santarem. What
renders it, however, very interesting to an Englishman is
a tradition, which states, that wlien Don Alonzo, or Al-
phonso the First, conquered Lisbon from the Moors, he
was most materially assisted by a fleet of adventurers,
who were going on a crusade to the Holy Land, the
greatest part of whom were English. These men afterwards
settled in Portugal, and peopled both the villages Al-
mada, at the mouth of the Tagus, and Villa Franca,
which they called Cornualla.* i 8 24

The village itself is mean and uninteresting enough, ex-
cept on the quay, where there is all the bustle usually at-
tendant on a little sea-port.

Sir John Moore, it is said, passed through this place
in the morning. General Clinton is at present unwell at

* Vide Mickle’s Lusiad, Oxford Edition, 1778,/ '
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Lisbon : but will soon, I hope, be so much recovered
as to come up with the army, before it reaches the Spa-

nish frontier.

I shall write to you again on arriving at Santarem,.
which is two days march from hence.. Mean time adieu..
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LETTER XX.

VILLAGE OF AZAMBUJA.—CITY OF SANTAREM—=ITS ANTIQUITY=—
DELIGHTFUL SITUATION.—VIEW OVER THE TAGUS AND ADJOINING
COUNTRY,

Santarem, 30th October, 1808.

I wrote to you two days ago from the town of Villa
Franca, our second stage from Lisbon. We arrived yes-
terday at a village called Azambuja.

The road, after quitting Villa Franca, was for some
‘miles very picturesque ; hedged with ‘plants of aloes and
Indian fig, it conducted us through a country interspersed
with several villages and orchards. But for some miles
before entering Azambuja, the country becomes flat
and dreary, composed entirely of corn lands, without
any houses, and few inclosures. During the winter,
the flat country 1s generally Iai_d under water, by the in-
undations of the 'Ta.gus. The river comes down, swollen
by the rains and melting of the snows, which fall on its
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‘parent mountains, and arriving at this level track, sweeps
. every thing before it'; consequently, in wintér, the travel-
“leris obliged to make a considerable defour in gding from
Lisbon 'to Santarem. Azambuja is a mean straggling vil-
Jage, devoid of interest, and mtimut any mﬁtumsque ac-
«companiments. | [0 T o0 |

We were billeted on the house of a wealthy farmer, who
received s with much hospitality.. He was of a very in-
quisitive disposition, and embarrassed us not a little by
a variety of questions respecting the convention, which
‘we found very difficult to be answered. He seemed much
dissatisfied upon the whole: with that measure, and re-
gretted extremely that w