T
3

§ L

— i
i

-

iy Fls P
el W T RS ) ) e |
o ALV N L S e
e = .J 1 .. L] B B i : .|"
Aty 0 R R L
! -f-_ 1""‘-"";'.'!"-'"'
AR

PR S 42

1L

REAH TS

e




FRAMNCUCIS BAC
i
I 5 b e A s al
PSSR
RO O










SIX YEARS IN BISCAY.

1831——1837.



[ MR KN

CHIKTED HY STEWART AND MUNIAY,
© WU EALLRY-




_ 354 : U
- 34 533

 SIX YEARS IN BISCAY:

EDYITRIRING

A PERSONAL NARRATIVE

aF

THE SIEGES OF BILBAO,

IN JUNE 1835, AND OCT. TO DEC., 84,

AND OF

THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS WHICH OCCURRED IN THAT CITY
AND THE BASQUE PROVINCESR, DURING THE YEARS

1830 To 1837,

BY

JOHN FRANCIS BACON.

" Quaduie
Pare ipsa miserrima vidi ™

e e

LONDON -
SMITH, ELDER AND C0O., CORNHILL.

MDOOCKXX YL







CONTENTS.

IxTRODTETION

CHAPTER 1.

Death of Ferdinand V11— Rising of the Basgue Provinces,—
Proclamation of the Infante Don Cuarlos Isidro de Dourbon,
a2 King of Bpain, by the Btyle and Title of Charles V. —Sup-
plics forwarded o Vitorin and Navarre from Bilbao.—Arms
and Fmissaries sent into Castille, fullowed b ¥ some Troops.—
The Carlist Jumta of Castille—oocupy the Merindades, and
push their Advance to the Gates of Bargos.—FExpedition to
Tolosa—Evacustion of that City by the Christinos.—March
of Burstield and his Army from Burgos—defeats the Carlists
at Pefiacorrada—enters Vitoria.—The Count Armildez de
Toledo defests the Carlists at Castille, near Medina de
Pomar—March of Barsfield upon Bilbao.—Flight of the
Carlists,—Sarsfield enters Bilbao.......................... 129

October 3—November 26,

CHAPTER IT.

Harefield Jeaves Bilbao, after naming the Count Armildes do
Toleds as Commandant-general of Biscay. — Arrival of
Gremeral Valdes o take the Command of the Northern



vi CONTENTS.

Army. — Affair ab Gunmnica. — Brigadier  Yriarte onters
Bilhao—The Count Armildez named to the Viesrovalty o

Navarro: Cleneral Wspartern his Successor in Biscay.—
Activity of Valdez—s wuceeeded by Qnesada,—Zumala-
carreguy takes the Command of the Basque Forees,—
Attempt upon Vitoria, and Failure.—Massacre at Heredia,
—Corps of Cozadores de Tsabel raised in Bilbao.—Activity
of the Carlist Partizans.—Reverses of the Christinos in Alva
and Navarre—Imbeeile Conduct of the Queen’s Cleneruls.—
T, Carlos arrives in Spain ...ove seens e ieee s vk A DY

CHAPTER IIL

General Rodil sueeecds to the supreme eommand of Navarre,
and the Basque provinces; he presses vigorously the Pre-
tonder—tactivs of the Carlist chisftaine.—Capture of the
Carlist Clommandant of Biseay, and sevoral Officers, by the
Spanish Frigate Perla.—Espartero continues his operations
in Biscay.—Ruverses of the Queon's forees.—Rodil resigns;
is sucectded by Mina.—Deerce of the government, deciding
the right of presentation to various livinge to belong to the
diputacion,—Mina defeats the Navarress— Y inter campaign .
—Carlists appear before Bilbao, #nd burh the Milla.—13n-
gadicr Iriarte replnces Espartoro in the command of the
provinee.—Mina, from ill health, resigns the command of
the Northern Ammy, and is succeaded by Valder, now
ministér of wir.—The Carists reduce several of the pmall
garrisons in Nivarre, — The Hliot treaty.—Triarte fotally
defented at Gibrmigs.— Valder beaten in the Amescuns.—
Hapartero attempts to rilieve Villafranea, and is routed.—
Abandonment and fall of the small garrisons in the pro-

‘F'.I'I'IIJH qll-I-!q-lll-lI'Iil'l-l--!l sEaanrs 9end Edaw i@ &9 lTlﬁ'

CHAPTER IV.

First Siege of Bilbao, June 10th to July 2nd, 1887........ 2N




CONTENTS. vil

CHAPTER V.

GGeneral Cordova arrives and takes the command of the Aoy —
Carlists testify their Vexation st the Interference of the En-
glish.—Attack on the Ringdove's Boat.—H. M. 8. Royalist
comes into the River—~The armod Schooner, Isabel, sent
from Santander to juin the Bquadren n the River.—Carlists
under General Maroto blockado the Town——Cordova, with
the Army, having gone towards Alava—DBattle of Mendi-
gorrin,.—Boat of the Tsabel fired upon, and Lientenant Pike
mnde Prizoner.—Boate of the Royalist attacked.—Remnom-
strances of Captain Tapidge onattended to—T'art of the
British Legion armive at 'ortagalete, —Lord John Hay de-
tained by the Carlists when passing up the WKiver in the
Ringdove's Ctter.—DBlockade rised by the advance of Es-
partero and Ezpeletn —General Kvans, with the entire Lo-
oion, comes to Bilbao.—Fortifications on the Raver.—Battle
of Amgorriags (11 Sept.)—Fazpelota and Espartero leave
Bilbao.—Cleneral Evans, with the Legion, warch round by
Caateo aaul Tai'r“P'i‘.'l.ﬂ.’ ﬂm:mg]'l. tlie }[erin_dnd&u, to Vitoris.—-
The Battalion of Royal Marines srrive in Bilbao.—Hoestility
of the Cordova Parly to the Biseay Provinwes, and to Bilbao
in partieular—Mamons Deeece of the Blockade.—Its pro-
bable Canges, —Effect thereof upoen the Trude of the Garrison
Town.—Aetions at Arlaban.—Sicge of Guetaria,—Balma-
sedn taken by Eguis,.—TPlencin laken by Eguia.—Legueitio
surreniders to the Carliste.—Cordova completely outgene-
ralled —San Sebastian  blockaded.—British Legion, with
General Evans, rebnms to the Coast,—land at San Sehastian,
snd defeat the Carlists—Cordova attacks the Carlists and
claims o Yictory—goes to Madrid,—Tsturiz Mimstry.—
Retwrn of Cordova to the Amy.—Excursion of San Miguel
to  Bomorrostro, — Geines  marches  westward,  defoats
Fello, and pluugt'd it the Aﬂt.uriﬂ.u.—ﬁﬁfmrh!n} follows,
keeping always one day behind.—Clarlists attack Fyans
and are J‘l"[l-‘ll],b&l:l. 2H2

FEAR NS AR N EGdE B RS DR AR E




i a5l By o b el e 5 0w ARSI T el 1 -

viil CONTENTS,

CHAPTER VI.

Hecond Siege of Bilbao, first Investment, Oct. 28 to Nov. 8§ . . 331

CHAPTER VII.

Ht."'“ru'i Sim& “'r Eﬂhﬁﬂ-‘ Eﬂl’:ﬂﬂd hlfﬂﬁtmm-t am omom E s RE BEE R EE 355

CHAPTER VIIIL

Oeeurrences in the town after the sicge,—Severe sickness smong
the soldiery and the inhabitants.—Decree of the Uortes
respovting the town.—Arrival of the division of Narvaes,
amid their transfer to San Hebastinn, —Projected combination
of thie armies of Espartern, Sarsfield, and Evans.—Fspartero
warches, defeats the cnemy, and embirs Durango,—Sarsfield
obliged, by the weather, to miturn to Pamphina.—Evans
repulsed on tho 16 March —Esparters returns to Billao,
— Renewn! of the winter,—More troops sent to San Sebastian,
and four battalionz to Santander.—The Guands, and the
Commander-in-Clhicf  lesve Bilbao for San Sebastian,—
Conemtration of the Army round San Sebastian.—Combats
of the 3d and Bth May,—March of the main Army of the
{tarlists to the South-Fast,—Capture of Hernani, Iron, and
Fuenterabia.—Progress of the Carlist Expeditionary Army.
—Departure of General Evans, and breaking up of the
Tiegiom,—March of General Espartorn . across Navarre to
Panpluna—Sketeh of the other Fvents of the Campaign,
S N TP TN S S e R e e s i N

_,-illllﬂ.ﬂﬂlu_ ........ R T LT I T +|-----i_'4'ET




Foswir Mcrdeser. .
#ﬂrﬂ}?‘g::ﬂ e e
Aeelrer e LT
Fhrely tn Geaflever 0

oy "'.I! I|I L

||"|"III o . I'II .|....:. Yt gl
|I|| '\"II'IIJ.:.I"'L” i I:I*ITI!I:III .

PLAN
ﬁ;/ j{;ff PP e ﬁ?ﬂ" #’H’r’fﬂ' % :

12 L1 AQ

e g ﬁ.;:a.i‘ﬂ"#‘a‘hr e ifrteel, bbb Heseegrery, E'.’-:.rmy
ape it Oct"25E Dee” Z8HIE, 0

HY

ol JIF, 183,

= %____.? 1, &
"':"",_.-',q.;___. -lj .-" |'|'||'|':'.|;. |||II

% . %.ﬁ:-a.._,-__- o _.l?,".l '#"I"

|r'|'||li'
I'.'..Jlfl; i |'r- "i'f:f: II|I"
I I il '| I II| _.-i
1, A5

ZaTa, ;;g-.r ".Eﬁ’f,,r
’3'-’5"""\' .-':"=I| -.-.f"':' s

ﬁ‘ I;.w-maa jﬁ-ﬁwq" £ Ceredeadd, Fpowelan

""-l-..u“_

AP e it reng ok,

e

o s L

i

_.-"_- e

bt R?-..
i it el
S g

i |

i i WA & " l?ﬁﬁ”

VT

P s

S ———




PERSONAL NARRATIVE

OF THE

SIEGES OF BILBAO.,

IRTRODUCTION.

PreviovsLy to entering upon the narrative to
which this volume is more particularly devoted,
it may not be.wmninteresting to offer a few obser-
vations on that mighty contest of principles and
dynasty now desolating Spain; of which fhe
Basque provinces are, and have been the prinei-
pal theatre, and the sieges of Bilbao the most
animating episodes. The author having resided
in the Peninsula from the beginning of 1830 to
May 1837, five years of which interval were
Passed in Bilbao, his narrative has been com piled
entirely from personal observations ; and, althongh
these ntroductory remarks have not the same
authority, it is hoped that they will be found to
B



2 INTRODUCTION.

be tolerably accurate. In a question of prineciples
and dynasty, it is as absurd to expect impartiality
In a writer, as to suppose each of the contending
parties to be in the right; which is impossible.
It is the province of the writer to collect all the
facts bearing upon the case which his observations
or researches may elicit, and then to deduce his |
conelusions, which the reader may adopt or repu-
diate, as his judgment may incline.

That the elements of a furious conflict of prin-
ciples have long been gathering in the Peninsula
does not admit of a doubt. Placed at the tail of
France, —often the theme of her jest, always
her dupe, — her Bourbon cabinet obeying obse-
quiously the mandates from the Tuilleries,—with
an absolute monarch, and an equally absolute
priesthood eontrolling all aetivity, whether of the
mind or body,—the progress of the age was never-
theless not without its effects upon Spain. The
pride and luxury of the king were interested in the
cultivation of the exact and physical sciences;
for these concerned the safety of his dominions,
those his personal enjoyments; and such is the
beautiful bond which conneets the entire circle of
the sciences, that advancement in one branch, in-
variably leads to improvement in the others, The
Spanish mathematicians and naturalists of the
eighteenth century® will bear honourable com-

* D, Jorge Juan, Ulloa, Mendoza Rios, Malespina, Tofiflo
Chuarruea, Cavanillas, Azara, Mutis, and many others,
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parison with those of France and England: by
their side flourished, as statesmen and legislators,
Ward, Campomanes, the Count Aranda, Jovella-
nos, Sempere and others, who, although ministers
of the crown, were not the less inclined to intro-
duce gradual reforms into the administration, and
to improve the education of the people; and in
this arduous but invaluable public duty, which
continually involved them in dangerous disputes
with the formidable hierarchy, they met with
constant support from that excellent and en-
lightened prince, the third Charles.

With the dynasty of Bourbon, a taste for French
literature began to be slowly diffused in Spain :
some of the best, and many of the worst French
authors were {ranslated: and, although those of
the ancient school bestowed upon these writers
and their imitators, the title of * Gallicists,” their
influence continually increased, and, in the latter
half of the eighteenth century, the philosophy of
the Eneyelopedists was as powerfully felt in 8 pain
as in any other part of Europe. Slowly emerging
from its long repose, beholding those dogmas,
which had been so long implicitly believed with-
out examination, cromble away before the touch
of true philosophy, based upen experiment and
facts alone, the human mind in Spain became in-
volved in that state of doubt which usually marks
Every great revolution in matters of belief. To be
Steplical, is easy ; but, to disentangle truth, when

B 2
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interwoven with error and falsehood, is laborious
and difficult. As in most countries, few chose the
latter ; many embraced the former alternative: in
both instances fanaticism and despotic rule re-
ceived severe and deadly wounds ; but while the
few sought and found, in the pure doctrines of
Christianity, undefiled by human inventions, that
serene confidence of mind which it alone can in-
spire, others wandered in the cold shadow of in-
fidelity, or blind Pyrronism ; or else, in the hour
of death or danger, paralyzed by fear, their souls
relapsed into deeper superstition, and they strove
with gifts and largesses to buy forgiveness from
their Creator. Of the numerous orders of the
regular clergy in Spain, the Benedictines, Augus-
tines, and Jesuits are the most celebrated for their
learning ; while the mendicant orders are the most
ignorant, indeed they are almost wholly recruited
from the peasantry,* to whom a life of lazy indo-
lence, and implicit obedience to their superiors,

scems to be as attractive as to the Egyptians of
old.

* 8, Athanasius, in Lis biography of 8t. Antheny (the Egyptian
monk), declares that thousands of able-bodied peasants were
buried in the monastic solitudes of Uppor Eoypt; that Alex-
andria contaimed a countless multitnde of these holy men ;
bt even this, t.]:ml]gh a tolerable a”uwn.nmgj Was Dnﬂlll!g G-
pared to the eity of Oxyrinchus, where the number of monks
surpassed that of the other inhabitants, Ruffrws in  Vieg
Patrum, 0. 7. page 461, as quoted by Gibbon, vol. iv, p- 384,
afit, 1828,
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The impudence, knavery, and low debauchery
of these battalions of the standing army of Rome
had long excited the disgust of the better-in-
formed classes in Spain; but these feelings were
indulged in seeret, for the open expression of
them would have been unsafe, since the doctrine
of forgiveness of injuries formed no part of the
ereed of the followers of St. Francis or St. Do-
minic. A Benedictine monk, the celebrated
Father Feijoo, safe beneath the cowl, ventured to
attack these useful but disgraceful allies of papal
power. His suceess was immense, and his
writings, whose satire consisted in their truth,
gave a deep wound to the mendicant orders, and,
through them, to fanaticism and superstition in
every shape. Thus the increase of education
among the more affluent classes was continually
sapping the influence of the hierarchy, and even
inducing people to canvass, with a freedom hitherto
unknown, the measures of the sovereign. Next
came the mighty revolution in France, and the
wars arising out of it, by impoverishing the coun-
try, compelled both monarch and minister to
listen to the just complaints of an oppressed
people ; and so popular had the idea of a repre-
sentative government become, in the latter part of
the eighteenth century, that the convocation of
Cortes was openly discussed.

The disasters of the war with Great Britain
only increased the growing discontents of the
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country, and the belief that the then existing
form of government could not continue; which
soon received ample verification when the French
emperor, tired of cheating and degrading unfor-
tunate Spain, kidnapped her monarch and all his

family, poured his armies into the country, and |
placed his brother, as his lieutenant, upon the
throne. This arbitrary and precipitate step much
embarrassed the partisans of reform and the repre-
sentative system ; for having imbibed their ideas
on these subjects chiefly from French sources,
and usually counting upon the assistance of France
in regenerating their country, they found them-
selves in direct hostility to those whom they re-
garded as their masters. To league with the
invader was to submit to insult, and to diselaim
their nationality ; to join the nation in its struggle
against Napoleon was probably to perpetuate
the very abuses they strove to amend: never-
theless the liberals, (for such that party was now
termed) did not hesitate ; but, with few excep-
tions, flung themselves into the foremost ranks of
opposition to France, and were rewarded, perhaps,
beyond their hopes, by the summoning of the
Cortes, the direction of public affairs, the reform
of abuses, and the new-modelling of the govern-
ment, which, in their hands, was so effectually
altered, that from being the most absolute mo-
narchy in Europe, as far as ink and paper could
go, it became the most strictly limited of all
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limited monarchies. But here the zeal of the
liberals outran their judgment : experience and
prictice gave way to theory ; the result was, that
the first shock showed their edifice to be con-
structed on the sands : Ferdinand returned, and,
at his nod, the fabric of the Cortes disappeared.
However, the long war, the intercourse with Eng-
land, the decline of the church, and the increase
of the middle classes of society, rendered a com-
pletely retrograde movement impossible; nay, a
few years manifested to the king and the serviles,
that their sweeping abolition of the Cortes and
their reformations were as distasteful to the nation
as the organic changes introduced by that body
had been.

The loss of the Spanish colonies may also be
considered as one of the causes of the present
war ; retaining, as it did in the Peninsula, a crowd
of aspirants for place and power, who were previ-
ously disposed of in the vast American dominions
of Spain; and this has mncreased the elements of
discord and dissatisfaction. Men who would obey
without scruple a government that gave them
fat benefices and good commands, begin to talk
about reform when nothing is to be had. With-
out despoiling the church, I do not see how the
thousands of unemployed Pretendientes,* who

* Protendiontes Spanish word signifying all those whoe
=eel sitnations undor government, and, in fact, all persons who
Froiend to favours or places of any sort.”
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formerly were provided for in the Americas, are
to be distributed. Te a nation, the loss of her
colonies is like that of a limb to the human body;
the circulation is increased in the other members.
When Great Britain lost the thirteen American
colonies, she still retained a great many, which
became yearly more valuable; at the same time
she gained in the East Indies more than she lost
in America, and thus the patronage and field for
emigration was increased instead of diminished ;
but Spain lost all hers, except three, which offer
comparatively little patronage, and no field for
emigration : thus the home country must find
room for all her children, and society must be
roughly shaken ere that can be done. Perhaps
the day when Great Britain loses her colonies will
be the signal for a civil war; for the continually
growing artificial state of society, engendering dis-
content, will hardly bear such a rude shock with-
out breaking up into a state of anarchy,

Then came the insurrection of the Isla de Leon,
and the re-establishment of the Constitution, the
civil war originating in the Pyrennees, supported
by France, afterwards spreading over the re-
mainder of the kingdom. The new Cortes of
1820—3 did not seem to have profited much by
past experience ; their legislation was crude and
theoretical as before ; still, however, they reformed
numerous abuses. The sale of the property of
the regulars was absolutely necessary, and not
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less so, the closing of the convents; for the hos-
tility of the regular clergy could neither be ap-
peased mor disarmed. It was but prudence,
therefore, to incapacitate them from domng mis-
chief. Notwithstanding the errors of the Cortes,
considering that the king was with them, and
that his brother Charles, although approving of
the conduct of the absolutists, had not ventured
to join them, it is probable that the struggles,
after enduring for years, might have ended in a
compromise, had not the whole power of Irance
been thrown into the scale of the serviles, when
that of the liberals * directly quick up flew and
kicked the beam.”*

The king was restored to his full absolute power;
all the acts of the Cortes were annulled; the

* A eurious instance of the Inkewarmness in the cause of froe-
dom and the representative system, among the officers of the army,
is presonted by the following anvedote of General Piquero, When
King Ferdinand returned from France, this man commanded the
regimemt of Malaga. On his receiving a copy of the decree of
the 4th May, by which the Cortes were dissolved, and the
sovereigm declared absolute, it appeared to him an spportunity
it 1o be lust of making his way at court. Under his direction
and influence, an address was sent to the king, purporting to be
from the regiment and himself, wherein was solicited the singular
hononr of carrying chaing embroidered upon their ¢olours, s o
proof of their entire and implicit obedience to the will of the ab-
“Tlmﬂ monareh | All this was most graciously conceded by the
king, and the address, with the privilege granted, published in
#0 Madrid Gosette. The “chains” were borne on the colours
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church property sold was taken from the pur-
chasers and restored to the original owners, the
ceremony of returning the purchase money being
dispensed with. The Carlists reigned all power-
ful at Madrid and over the provinces; their op-
ponents sought safety in flight or concealment.
The ten years following was one continual reign
of terror for the liberals, who were plundered and
imprisoned on the slightest pretexis: the army
was purged of all officers suspected of liberalism,
and their places were filled by a motley gang of
adventurers, friars, smugglers, mechanics, pub-
licans, and muleteers, who had been officers in the
guerilla bands of Catalufia and Navarre. The
fatal effects of this proceeding on the Spanish
army will be shewn hereafter ; even the military
forces thus reorganised and officered were still
regarded with suspicion by the Carlists; and an
enormous force,* consisting solely of their ad-

of the nthr'umrnt., wrtal the second epoch of the ﬂnnstit.ui.i.nn, when
they were disused. Yet this man, Piquers, who in this instance
had carried servility and adulation fo the utmost, became, in 1821,
a furious exaltaido, for whom no reform was sufficiently sweeping,
no governmemt sufficicntly democratic,

* In 1832 this force consisted of 500 battalions of infantry, 51
squadrons of cavalry, and 24 companies of artillery, with 3
companics of sappers and miners, amounting in all to above
300,000 men ! exclusive of the “ free companies of Catalofa,”
and the “Tercios™ of the Basque provinees, and Navarre, equal
to 50,000 more; Biscay alone maising 14,658, See Guin o
Foresteros, published 1833,
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herents, which in a few years numbered above
threc hundred thousand men, was organised in
the provinces.

Notwithstanding the arbitrary rule of the Car-
lists, the country, after a few years of peace, began
to improve, and even assume an air of prosperity.
The short-lived insurrection of Bessitres, and the
more serious troubles of Cataluna in 1827, the
work of the ultra-royalisis, were soon appeased ;
new roads were opened, others commenced, the
internal communications were continually improy-
ing, and, on the King’s marriage with the Princess
Christina, the rigorous proceedings of the govern-
ment aganst the Constitutionalists were much
alleviated, and several permitted to return to
Spain.

This lenity to the fallen liberals greatly exas-
perated the ultra Carlists, in whom time had
abated nothing of their animosity. They were
favoured by the outbreak of the revolution of
July 1830, and the ill-judged invasion of the
Basque provinces by Mina: next came the sad
expedition of Torrijos and his companions —
their betrayal and massacre ; and it was feared
thaﬁt the liberal party would suffer a severer pro-
seription than ever; but Ferdinand had the good
sense to reject the sanguinary councils of Tra-
sierra and Calomarde; the liberals, though closely
Watched, were not persecuted.
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The birth of a daughter,* while it gratified the
king, naturally increased the queen’s influence
the Carlists by this event were in a manner para-
lysed : the question of the succession was fiercely
disputed at their meetings, and the prophecy of
" the Spanish historian] was on the eve of fulfil-
ment, whenever the king's death should take
place. A schism arose among the Carlists, and,
as the pretended Salic law never had any weight
in Spain, thousands of the Carlists declared their
belief in the right of succession being vested in
the king’s daughter, in default of a son. Mean-
time, the open and unconcealed hostility of the
ultra Carlists to the queen compelled her, unless
she chose to sacrifice the rights of her daughter,
to look for friends and support in another quarter; ‘
hence, she exercised her influence with the king

* The Count O'Neil had stopped in his enrriage, in the Calle
Mentera, to speak to o friend of the anthor, on the day of the birth
of the Princess Isabel, On hearing the first cannon fired, both coased
speaking, and listened attentively to count the number of guns,
At mineteen there was & dead pause; then, after a long silence,
O'Neil covered his face with his hands, and throwing himself
back in the carriage, exclaimed, * Alas! unhappy Spain, grief
and mouming will cover the land.” (% Ay! infoliz Eepafia,
estards culderta de uto y duelo.”) Ho spoke prophetically; two of
his soms have already fallen fighting on different sides, with num-
bers of his friends. '

+ The Prebend Solan vy Blanco—Comm, on Manana, Hist.
de Espafia, vol. xviii, edit. Madnd, 1820-3.




INTRODUCTION. 13

to remove some of the disabilities under which
the Constitutionalists laboured ; Murillo the fa-
mous Count of Carthagena, the Prince of An-
glona, Arguelles the statesman, and many others
were suffered to return to Spain, and were even
graciously received by the king at his court. It is
time to say a few words on the famous question
of the succession.

I shall not insult my readers by supposiog it
necessary to inform them, that there have been
queens of Spain in the olden time, before the acces-
sion of the house of Bourbon. The names of
Dofia Urraca, and Dofia Berenguela,* of the
famous Dofia Tsabel, the patron of Columbus, of
her daughter Dofia Juana, the wife of the Arch-
duke Philip, and mother of the great Emperor
Charles V., of Germany, and 1. of Spain, are
familiar to all acquainted with Spanish history.
Nor is the crown of Aragon without similar ex-
amples : witness Dofia Petronila, daughter of
Ramiro, el Monge, [the monk] so called, because
he was taken, by the states of Aragon, out of the

* Bpeaking of this princess, the Francisoan friar Nemrete Sy
¥ Dofia Berenguela autque virtuosa por otro lado, fu: lﬂ.mhiﬂl':
otra usarpadorn.  Swur Virtudes no pudicron hacer quo dejuse de
s muger.”  “ Dofia Derenguela, although virtuous, was still only
Enusurpress.  Even her virtues could not prevent her being a
eery woman.”  Be it remarked, that this laly was about as much
o usnrpress, as the English Queen Elizabeth, The last sentence

15 Just what might lLe oxpected from a filthy-minded monk,
always uncharitabls to the sex, ‘
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monastery to be their king, to whom, at his
deccase, succeeded his daughter Petronila. -
In Biscay it is well known that the sisters of
D. Nufio, the nineteenth lord of Biscay (who died
childless), were married to D. Tello, brother to
Peter the Cruel, and to D. Juan, of Aragon, his
cousin. D. Tello, in right of his wife, was pro-
claimed Sefior de Biscaya; but, quarrelling with
his brother, he was driven [rom the country, and
his wife, Doiia Juana, put to death by Peter.
D. Juan of Aragon then asked the lordship of
the king, in right of Ais wife, Dona Isabel, which
so enraged the tyrant, that he slew him, bjr
throwing him out of the window of a house in
Bilbao; he also killed his wife. Ob the death of
Peter the Cruel, Henry of Trastamare recon-
firmed D. Tello in the lordship, at whose death
without issue, it reverted to the crown of Castille,
from which it has not since been separated.
Again, it is notorious, that as the house of Austria
derived their rights to the throne of Spain through
a woman, so the house of Bourbon can only sub-
stantiate their title to the crown by the female
side ; nor is their claim any of the best, for Philip
V., the first of the Spanish Bourbons, was the
grandson of the younger daughter of Philip 1V.;
whereas his rival, the Archduke Charles, was the
grandson of the elder daughter of that monarch;
consequently, when the Infante Don Carlos at-
tempts to deprive his niece of the throne, he
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infringes the very law from which his own title
is derived.

But it may be alleged, that Philip V. established
the Salic law, thus cutting off, for the future, all
right to the female succession. Now, it is per-
fectly clear that this decree was totally arbitrary
on the part of Philip,—that he made the law
“ motu proprio,” without the Cortes in full con-
vocation having given their assent ; for the king
ordered away all such as were unfavourable to
his views, and even against the remonstrance of
the Council of Castilla.* Nevertheless, waving
that objection, it is clear that whatever right
Philip V. possessed to alter and change the old
laws of the realm at his pleasure, his descendants
had an equal right to restore things to their ancient
footing; which was done, first by Charles IV,,

¥ Tt has been asserted m a newspaper (Times, 24th Auguat,
1837), that the English minister, Livingstons, and the French
smbassador were present, and offered no opposition. Tt would
have been, indeed, extraordinary, had the envoy of France op-
!}Mf-l & measnre of which he, in all probability, was the principal
mstigator.  That Livingstone made no remonstrance, is certainly
more to be wondered af, but it is by no means cear that he did
not.  Beyond a simple remonstrance or representation he would
nof go, becanse, the king of Spain having a male heir, there was
b0 apparent probability of a female possessing the throne. The
penece of Utrecht had stipulated that the erowns of Hpain and
France should never be united, and the ministemn

Wonld scarcely think of imvolvi ion i
h ng the pation in a war for an
abstract ymeation,

of George 1.
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secondly by the Cortes of 1812, who solemnly
revoked the decree of Philip V., re-established ti ¥
old law of the Partidas (si fljo varon nin oviese,
sigue la hembra ), and the right of female succes-
sion. Nor can the impartial judgment of the
Cortes ever be disputed ; for when they decided
this question, there was not the most remote

before whom the edict of Philip V. was apaie
repealed, and his daughter, the Infante Isabel,
sworn to, as Princess of the Asturias. Among
the works circulated by the Carlists in favour of
their leader’s right to the crown, was a small
pamphlet, written by Friar Negrete, the prior of
the Franciscans of Bilbao.* This personapge
prefaces his book with two extracts from the
Partulas (L. 2, title 13, par. 2; and L. 10, title 13,
par. 2,) the first of which intimates * that a loyal
people will do all they can to please the king;”
and the second informs us, * that a loyal people
ought to know and prefer those things which are

* This father Negrote was a chief leader of the Carlist faction
in the Bazque provinces, an adept at intrignes of all sorts, Heo
was an astute and subtle diseiple of 8i. Franeis, very well snited
for the times and his party. Besides the performance  hene
noticed, he farther distinguished himsell s a literary character,
by wrting an obscene sing against the queen Christing, before
her hushand died, called * La Reyna Trompin.”
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pleasing to their sovereign, and that such as tfl_ﬂ
not love the king, but oppose his desires, commit
great sin, and deserve hanging, with loss of goods,
&e.” |
After quoting this comfortable doctrine, the
friar proceeds to lament the evils brought on
the country and true relizion by the queen’s acces-
sion. He next quotes the decree of Philip V,,
yet not as such, but simply as the law of the land,
contained in the L. 5, t. i. b. iii. of the Novissima
HRecopilacion.*  So this faithful and veracious
guide takes no notice of the date of this Novissima
Recopilacion : nor does he mention, that of three
editions of the Recopilacion, published since the
death of Philip V., this decree is only to be found
in the fast, that of 1B05 ; nor does the * worthy
friar” inform his readers, that throughout Spain,
and particularly in the Basque provinces, all
mayorazguias (entails) descend to the daughter,
when there is no son, unless the founder, by his
will, had limited the succession to tail male. He
ought also to have told his readers, that the reason
why females inherit entails, unless their right be
barred by the founder, is, that all entails are sup-
posed to follow the crown, itself the highest of the
?ﬂﬂr- Nothing of this suited tle padre prior to
relate ; still less the fact, that this decree of

% The edit, of Valdel 5 :
: ' dmar, 1805. No ofl sditi
m s v other edition would

a
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Philip V. has been thrice repealed. Indeed,
Father Negrete is so pushed to make out his
case, that he brings in, as evidence of the impro-
priety of female reign, the words of the Jilmlgh
when passing sentence upon our first ]JEL'I'B]I
(Genesis ch. iii. v. 16), and those of St. Pauly
when writing to the Corinthians touching .*_.__:
duties of wives (1 Cor. ch. xiv. v. 34). [Ilad the
friar Negrete possessed common sense, he wot
have felt the impropriety of these citations Fm 1
the Secriptures, and had he possessed ordinar

profanity ; but as he is destitute of either, it would )
be only a loss of time to argue the question, ars
ticularly since it is clear that pride and self-love
have made this man impenetrable as the nethes
mill-stone ; for Prior Negrete is evidently one of
those professors of religion, who always brand th :ir
opponents as impious enemies of the Eternal
when they are simply exposing the errors of am
erring and fallible mortal.

After a great deal of abuse of the liberals, who
arc denominated philosophers, jews, freciasons,
heretics, &e. the Prior of 8t. Francis comes to th 3
period of the king’s illness, and states, that on
the 7th of July, the Duke of Alecudia, by com:
mand of the king, went to form D. _
that his majesty had determined to name the
queen regent, and his royal highness her coun=

scllor; to which the prince replied, ** that he had
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made up his mind to take no part in the govern-
ment during his majesty's life.” Half an hour
afterwards, a second message was brought from
the king, desiring his brother to be co-regent with
the queen, until the majority of the princess
Isabel. The infante replied, T cannot agree to
any such condition, without forfeiting my claim
to the crown.” Said the Duke of Alcudia, “* This
conduct of your royal higness exposes the nation
to acivil war, the results of which it is not easy to
foresee.” < Tis precisely because I wish to aveid
the fatal evils of a civil war, that I am determined
to sustain my claims,” replied the infante:* and
~with this truly absurd ner seguitur, the corres-
~ pondence closed. 1In his zeal for the cause of hig
_master, the friar goes so far as to become almost
republican. He also declares, that up to the
seventh century, the monarchy was elective, and
not hereditary (p. 23); and that subsequently, at
the fourth and sixteenth councils of Toledo, the

_ * Aln media hora, volvié o1 Ministro 4 proponerle,
EH. queria, que aceptase sor Regente juntamente con la Rayna,
hasta que la Infanta que debia sor proclamada Royna despues de su
uerte, ]lﬂguc & la edad completa para veynar por si.  “ Yo no
. juuhmmnrma Gon semejante condicion,” respondio 8, Auy “gin
:_- Feny tm.: derechos y los de mis hijvs & la Corona de Espafia.”
7 ..:__“‘Emﬁ Wt Sefior,” repust Aleudia, © eepone la nacion 4 una guerrs civil,
: ﬁl_t_l_l.'jl‘uu :multfnﬂfn no es facil preveer,”  “ Por evitar csto es justa~
s _“h-. . replicn 8. AL "por 1o que yo estoy resuelto 4 defonder mis
i _h’lm: . ¥ los de mis hijnu."—ﬂﬁmumﬂm, r 20,

R

¥a que
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choice of a candidate was confined to the clergy
and lay nobility ; that such was the usage and
until D, Alphonzo X. (the Wise) enacted the law
of the Siete Partidas. All this is true enoughj
but what has it to do with the question—unlesg
the claim of D. Carlos is to be supported on the
grounds of election? which I suppose is intended,
since the prior, forgetting his quotation from the
Partidas prefixed to his book, as well as what he
has just written, has the inconceivable stupidity
to declare—** No! the law of Partidas was ney 1
admitted as authority, nor was it ever the usage
of Spain.”* '

And this is the best case the Carlist advocates
can make out for their master. Of the
mainder of the friar's furious invectives against the
Liberals, wherein he declares that they intend to
murder the queen and her daughter first!!] it
would be an insult to the reader to take further
notice. The right of the young queen of S
is unexceptionable and unquestionable, but hef
ability to maintain her rights is by no means s
sure ; for while her unecle brings forward a ne.
revolutionary army, raised in the mountains, well
officered and obedient, the cause of Isabel 8
supported by the old army, with 700 penerals of
different degrees of badness, and not a few of

* Noylaley de Partils jamas fod admitida, ni estuvo en ugo
en Espafia, p. 20,
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s

officers either Carlists,* or lukewarm in the
cause. (1834.)

SECTION 1L

THE FATATL CATRCH IN SPAIN.

With diffidence I approach this subject, which
has occupied the attention and pens of many
writers. In treating on the Spanish clergy, it has
been the custom to represent that body as the
shief eause of the depressed state of the country,
nd their bigotry as only equalled by their un-

ded ambition and grasping avarice : small
praise, but ample censure has been heaped upon
hem ; howbeit the enthusiasm of the writers
hurries them too far. That the influence of the
clergy in Spain is very great, that it is in some
provinces almost all-powerful, admits of no dis.
pute : but, that this influence is exercised in the
way and to the extent many writers suppose, is
not the case.

I"'Nnr is it easy to reconcile the high praise be-

g _-'1 "‘Tﬁu s the case for the first two yeam of the war. Latterly
8. m and hervic devetion of the Bpanish army to the camse of
e ﬂ queen, mnder wvery privation, has been worthy of all
B The various vicissitudes of # doubiful contest have
L%

e s runks, and thers are, probably, few or no Carlists
"M bhe quecn’s battakions at the present day,
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stowed upon the Spanish nation with the abuse
heaped upon the clergy: considering that the
clergy are in Spain, ex officio, the teachers of the
nation, it is impossible to controvert the asserti
that if the body of the pupils deserve high praise;
the teachers deserve more. However, it is certain
that the Spaniard, without dreaming of changing
his religion, is becoming daily more indifferent to
it under its present form.

A wicious monarch may wretchedly govern &
country, and it may be more to the honour of the
nation to cast him off; but the suffering his reign
does not imply a total prostration of indepen
dence : for the regal tyranny and the regal viees,
like those of Charles 1V, (of Spain), may b
chiefly felt by those about him, and the mass @
the nation, averse to civil commgtions, and nel
much interested in the royal caprices,
patiently wait for a change, which sooner or 1
must occur.

But very different is the case where a particis
lar class of men rule the state; such as the cle
or nobility ; their influence whether for good @
evil i felt by all, from the serf in his hovel to t
monarch on his throne: the lordly baron, or mi d
priest may and can impose respect, and exacl
obedience from every one : their name is Legi
their power every where felt and seen.

Now, since none escape the power, all are i¥
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terested in its abridgment or restraint within
resonable limits ; for, unlike a monarch, an aristo-
eratic or clerical hierarchy never dies, nor does it
change its principles of policy ; and the bulk of
the nation can hope for little more than that this
influence and power be used with some modera-
tion, so that coercion and tyranny be not carried
too far; otherwise the people will rise in self-
defence, of which the history of Europe offers
many examples,

Pursuing the course of policy laid down by
Ferdinand the Catholic, the Spanish monarch
studiously endeavoured to humble the Castilian

~and Aragonese nobility, who, in so many previous
reigns, had been signalised by their turbulent and

~ restless spirit. Then rese the gloomy fabric of
the Inquisition, among whose familiars might be
numbered the first nobility in Spain. The stub-
born Hebrew, the zealous Moslem atoned with
their blood for the crime of being born in Spain,
and of having followed the religion of their fathers.
Nor did the holy wrath of the chosen priesthood
flame out less violently against those virtuous and
pious christians, who, imitating the examples of
Wicliff, Luther and Calvin, dared to take the
seriptures for their authority, and to commit the
heinous offence of thinking for themselves. By the
»ﬁgoted churchmen, these righteous victims were
~ hunted like wild beasts, until their extermination
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by the halter, sword, or stake was complete. Then,
gazing on their altars heaped with slain, the fierce
followers of Dominic and Francis called man-
kind to witness their piety, and glorified
God — which must be the Moloch of Tyre an '
Carthage—not the blessed Redeemer of the world;
and yet, should Charles V. establish his throne in
Spain, such scenes will be repeated, for he is but
the servant of the high church party, to whom
forgiveness and forbearance are alike unknown
As the power of the aristocracy declined, so that
of the hierarchy increased, almost in an exae
ratio. Credulous monarchs and a superstitious
people heaped riches upon a class, whose domi-
nion, not content with the temporal honours of
this world, dared to dispose of the glories, and
remit the punishments of the next. Thus the
Spanish church may be considered as an eccle-
siastical aristocracy, which, in addition to he
influence that high rank and great wealth always
give, imposes awe and respect from its sacred.
character.*

* Those familiar with Spanish history will remember the
daring reproof of the friar confessor of Amn of Austria, Queen
Regent of Spain, during the minority of her son Charles IL
to some of the Bpanish nobility who had treated him E]lgh.tln.qir
“ What are ye compared with him, who each day holds *'
(iod in his hands, and sces your queen ot his feet 7 “ Qua m
vosotros ol lado de aquel que todos los dine tiene en sus mansd ¢

euastro Dhos, y d vuestra Reyna d sus pies 2°
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f ;Jﬁ:a principal declaimers against the clergy are
o be found among the nobility and commercial
,_hﬁ._ﬂtﬂdlﬂ classes. The former, often needy, are,
when not withheld by the trammels of super-
s ) mﬂﬂ- much mortified to reflect that the wealth
1 consequence of ‘their order has passed to the
ﬁmh these, would gladly see some of the vast
wmna of that church assigned to them—per-
hps to be again dissipated by idle extravagance.
The commercial and middle classes, who, desirous
- of imitating the example of Great Britain, France
B | America, would fain have a representative
orm of government, are well aware that the
h pssus is their stumbling block, and
while her wealth and power are discreetly
managed, all their attempts have but little chance
- “success. It is from these two classes, as being
- mos in contact with strangers, that foreigners
,;My derive their ideas of the Spanish clergy.
~ The relahﬂm;hlp between the clergy and the
- peasantry is also upon a better footing, than that
- between the upper and middle classes : the noble-
~ man often spends his rents in the great cities, and
ﬁrﬂ his estates to a middle-man; and the poor
antry are frequently scourged and oppressed
ml:lumty Even if the lord dwells among
| =asantry, he usually makes them feel the
:-_-".-_..': ce which separates them. With the mer-
> or middle class the peasant is generally at
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variance ; occasionally wronged by them, he is
apt to overrate the injuries he may receive
Now the Spanish peasant has a strange notion of
his own dignity and importance., As the la
bouring farmer addressed King Ferdinand un:
covered, but with free and lofty carriage, and un
embarrassed manner, Sois vos ¢f Rey de Castilla}
(Are ye the King of Castille?) [the most finished
grammarian could not have selected a more r::.
rect and dignified phrascology]; so the Spanish
peasant is accustomed to address himself 1o a |
classes with a fine disregard for the conventual
forms of society; wherefore he cannot brook &
insult, and he is quick and ready to observe if the
Indiano, presuming upon his wealth, treats him al
all as an inferior. T doubt whether the Spanisk
peasantry would ever submit to the stern irom
reality of English society, where a wakeful and
active police is continually gathering up the stray
individuals, whom misfortunes, vices, or age have
reduced to destitution ; confining them betweer
four walls, dieting them by a belly-gnage, one @
two degrees above the zero of starvation, at
burying them at eight shillings and sixpence each,
fees included.
There is a wonderful feeling of equality amo
the northern peasantry of Spain, and this 18
mainly due to the church. The Spanish pea
goes daily in his homely garb to the nearest con:
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r ish ahm, there are no pews nor in-
, as in England, to separate tho progferans
ﬁamthun' ‘betters.” The clergy of all
 mix freely with the people, affecting no
nf place ; nor does the humble attire of the
ﬂmdmh}mk ‘of the curate hort the
J s of the peasantry, by its contrast to his
h mﬁﬁ“ apparel. The gorgeous ceremomes
plendid vestments of the hierarchy on the
s of the church, so far from exciting envy
m: g
e, r the splendour as much theirs as
ﬁhﬁtﬂ.ﬂﬁ they are of the flock of the
:.man the church displays its wealth
@ participate ; when the baron and mer-
. displ ay theirs, they lock the doors to all
‘a chosen few : when a convent or church be-
‘wealthy, or receives a large legaey, they
hﬂﬂlﬁﬂ pictures or valuable pieces of plate,
*ﬁf h are exhibited gratis for the admiration of
 The rich banker and wealthy landholder
# j pictures and plate also, but none ever behold
1 but their friends and their butler. Tt is all
Mthtmﬁh#hunﬁhethenm but
Il; need not excite much surprise that the
panish peasantry like that system best, by which
;-- is reserved for them.
W Eﬂﬂa‘.tdmﬂhcktu.lhm system is the deadly
¥ to which it reduces all beneath its sway,
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and which nothing ecan dispel but schism,
the tramp of foreign invader. The rule of an
hierarchy also involving, as it does, the doctring
of infallibility and perfectability, precludes all
hope of change, all chance of amelioration or im=
provement. Such being the case, the standard
of learning and civilization declines daily, for
there is no need of the teachers and governors
being at the trouble of much study and learnit x,
when their flock are content with the veriest con
mon places. Then the human mind, debarred from
its proper field of activity, loses and degrades
itself, as in the case of the Greeks and Egyptians,
with the most absurd and ridiculous speculations 2
while sensuality and immorality of every de~
scription overspread the land. Nor can those of
the clergy who may strive to check the evil, sue
ceed. Such are the inevitable results of attempt-
ing to cram the versatile growing intellect of
into a Chinese iron shoe of non-advancement.
The leaders of a party are often obliged to go
farther to please their followers than their own
philosophy approves.

Without instituting comparisons with other
countries, which would be foreign to the purpose,
suffice it to say, that as landlords, the ecclesit -
tical are, as a body, superior to the lay, 5
superiority is partly due to real, and partly to
adventitious circumstances. Estates held of the
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h are not often mortgaged, nor are the
s rack-rented ; neither are the clerical lords
'!Di] often absentees ; on the contrary, most
athn wealth of the cathedrals, chapters and
vents is expended among the very tﬂmﬂltt"jl’
npporl: them. Generally speaking, the
----- of a convent are better off than those of a
nﬂhlﬂﬂﬂn Are the seasons bad, and the
harvests scanty ? the rents are often lowered, or
ller share of the produce* taken than the
‘ gc.lman]} is intitled to; and this, the
y scanty wants, and strict economy
md&r by no means a large sacrifice,
k? their tenantry and neighbours
th ---...--m: aid and medicine gratis at the
Tm also the poor are fed, not in
g umbers, perhaps, but nearly always on a
kl tllﬂlr means, In addition to the sub-
_ | benefits conferred in this world, there are

~ “Indulgences, exemptions, pardons, bulls,”

v th to those who devoutly believe in their
efficacy, is no laght matter. Besides, the Procura-
or Syndic of a convent generally dwells on

€ s ot, and is easy of access, as indeed are the
. “(&dmumtmdmﬂ) of the Spanish noble-

mﬁﬂpﬂnmﬂnpﬁmkm: the propa
Emn!ﬂtuﬂ[l!-r 3 %
s i
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men, being, in this respect, very different from th
agents of the Irish lords. None of the lay nobility
can hupe to exercise such an influence over
tenantry as the convents do; because, gm.,:“ i
they excel them in the management of heir
estates, they cannot dispense the favours of Heaves
so bountifullyas the good fathers; or, what amount
to the same thing, the people do not believe thej
can. And as the territorial possessions of the

church are enormous, as will be shewn hereafler,
it follows, that exercising in this manner +..'!:
power, their influence among their people u:mst
proportionally great.

Thus we see the ceclesiastical aristocracy rest:
ing upon a broad and firm foundation, which
while they exercise their power with as mue
moderation as at present, is not likely to be easily
shaken; nay, although the present government
may close the convents, disperse the regular o -J.:_
of the Roman pontiff, and seize their revennes,
I do not consider those measures in any way ¢
trimental to the influence of the church: ;.-"-
while she can, by a prudent use of her thpn
and spiritual riches, wield at will the energies
physical strength of the million, she need u.;
dread the hostility of the Madrid government.
Had the secular clergy (by which I mean the real
church) been as universally hostile to the govert
ment of Queen Isabel as the regulars, the infante
would have been undisputed King of Spain beforé
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".'"i':-:i 1834 ; but the majority of the secular
ol " 7, not considering their existence (like that
| ragular:}hnmd up with the maintenance
of extreme principles, took the natural and com-
mon sense view of the question, and, without hesi-

ation gave their allegiance to the davghtor of

AN,

L ":'w respect to the education of the people,

S

the church of Spain—(be it observed, that hence-
forth by the * church” the secular elergy alone
t)—is rather active than otherwise in dif-
education, although naturally anxious to
iréction : in this they (the clergy) are

ed by the people, who set small price
B Stiom, i seemming perfootly: contant -that
n should remain as ignorant as them-
; "3 hdeed, edueation can make but slender
6gress in a country where books of all descrip-
rare and expensive, except novels and
a:ﬂ.' devotion. The youth of both sexes
r the former, while the aged thumb the
Thl-mtam saves the clergy a deal of
3 ﬂlﬂjr have only to rail against the sensual
i 1o cry up the merits of particular rites
monies : perhaps, all long established
hl.ve the same tendency, when without
4§ am, hﬁm'lﬂn of opinion that, with all
r' nce and caution, the influence of the
. Ccal aﬂstmy 18 not upon lh'E'l increase,
g on the wane, taking the whole of the
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country into consideration. Indeed, were it n
for the great moderation observed by the clerg
as landlords, and the exemplary conduct of th
“prelates and dignified clergy, the Catholic churg
in Catholic Spain would long since have receives
a severe wound. What church can boast of mon
truly pious and disinterested prelates than th
Archbishop of Valencia and Bishops of Murci
and Santander ?* This decorous and christiaj
conduct has long been the characteristic fj;__
Spanish hierarchy, More than that of any ¢ :
section of christian. Europe the church of Spai
has been wnmited : it was this union which sub
verted the Arian heresy, though supported by th
arms of the conquerors of Spain and Rome, th
companions of Alaric:| it was this union whie
maintained the faith of Christ throughout a strug
gle of seven centuries against the followers ©
Mohammed, thereby stamping upon the Spanish
character that intense feeling of religion, veneratiot
or superstition (for it varies with the individual,)
which so distinguishes the Peninsula from the

* When the cholera sttacked Valencia in 1832, tho nrch:
bishop mot only gave in charity all his surplus revenues, bu
even sold part of his plate and furniture, and reduced _;-
penses one half for the same purpose: he also borrowed mone
to distribute to the widows and sick. The conduct of the
of Murcia in 1829, was equally pious and charitable when hi
diveese was fearfully ravaged by an carthquake, '

t+ Vide Gibbon, vol, v, edit, 1812,
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snch, Italian or Briton. The union of the
Spanish church has also contrived to maintain the
ity of the faith, throughout Spain and Spanish
merica, unbroken by schism or dissent. The dread
ribunal of the inquisition and its searching tyranny
eened rﬂqm in Epain, a8 in IH]F.:&'E&
Germany, in order to attain this blissful homo-
‘geneous orthodoxy; but at all events the Spanish
church, unlike that of Italy, France, or Germany

- can boast of entire success. Howbeit that very
uccess may be adduced as a proof of the short-
ess of man, and the scanty benefit arising
ity of belief ; for the intellectual, religious,
hysical condition of the inhabitants of Ger-
Britain, and British America, where the
J~— belief are various, is decidedly equal, per-
f _ perior, to that of the pﬂﬂ‘ple of Epﬂiﬂ. and

But it is useless to deny, that beneath the

h glaze of ﬂﬁhﬂdﬂ!ﬁ.'thﬂre exists much un-
.ih.ﬂut religion, verging perhaps upon
o "'*' with some. Thﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂlﬂm[-'lﬂﬂ are chiefly
Nt among the more affluent classes, who often

' ! contemptuous indifference, or cavilling

!‘ the rites and ceremonies they wr:re-

I8t Lo venerate when young. Others again

E re (and these are still more dreaded by the
A ﬁﬂhﬂﬂﬂg been educated in Protestant

_ : with a fervent zeal for true Christianity,
at all for the pomp and ceremonies of
: D

ot PPN,
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the Spanish church, and would gladly see ex
tensive reform introduced both in her discipling
and doctrine. The self-styled infidel gives thi
Spanish church little uneasiness; she well kn
that a dangerous illness, or old age, will send th
trembling sinner back to beg absolution (perhaf
with large gifts) of mother church. But the wel
grounded dissent of serious and religious
fills the hierarchy with alarm ; for they see in the
the disunion of their power, perhaps the rise of ¢
rival chureh. ..

During the war of independence, many of th
convents were emptied of their inmates,
forsook their dwellings at the advance of th
French armies. Subsequently many returne
but within a few years were again unseated b
the Cortes of 1821. Upon the re-establishmes
of absolutism, the friars once more took possessi
of their ancient abodes; and imstructed by pasi
experience, they devoted themselves seriously &
increase their ranks and extend their influence
Their efforts at first were unsuceessful ; the mé
nastic habit had lost much of the reverence whiel
it once inspired: but, as years rolled on, If
appearance serving only to confirm and streng 1
the power of the regulars, old feelings began
revive, and the convent life, as before, bﬁg_ﬂ:ﬁ
have its attractions. Nor is it surprising tha
such should be the case. There are, in this world
too many mouths needing sustenance, for suclh
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spread table as that of the Catholic convents,
to lack guests. Conversing one day with a young
~ ciscan friar, about twenty-five, I could not
' *ﬂlpremg surprise at his choice. *° What
'EmildI do " he replied. “ Be a merchant,
] with taxes, duties, and contributions,
Arying mth every ministry : you are accused of
8 ﬂ ling and fraud, in order to have a pretence
inflicting fines. Do ‘you seek to follow the
Wmmunt service? Unless you are so
tl to possess high influence, it is hope-
m of letters with us is neither
.'_'"'~' moured. A soldier ?—nor does this
jon offe mm:h attraction, when you look
d and see the number of maimed soldiers,
worn-out aged officers, pining in misery. 1
ad 1 -" paternal fortune, and behold me free from
:- _# - that which embarrasses most men—
‘subsistence. True, it appears hard to be confined
wvent ; but we live at peace, are respected
& ﬁm world, and have many enjoyments :
F‘W compare our condition with that of any
s of society, it will be seen that we need
ﬂ‘ﬂm- for we have all that they possess,
we.  Is any influence Wlﬂarfﬂltm'grﬁalaar
f" This description struck me forci
ut betokening the least elevation of soul,
plated ’ﬂlﬁﬂﬁlﬂlﬂf life in that sensual
lﬂﬂtﬂfﬂﬁw in which so many of man-

¥ HF regard them. Satisfied with the
n 2
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gratification of their grosser appetites, they can
for nothing beyond ; and the character of the inba
bitants of the Peninsula seems to be well adapte
for the monotonous eontemplative life of a conven
The oriental extraction of the people of th
south of Spain is very perceptible among th
inmates of their mm*entﬁ; who are more im:'l'
and more prone to sensual indulgences than the
brethren of ‘the north, whose chiefl distinction 1§
bustling restless activity, which continually plung
them into intrigues of all kinds. How sing
constituted, and little to be envied, that nati !
and government must be, wherein the service &
religion is the most profitable and the safest ra
to power! |

The abolition of the convents, by the prese
government of Spain, and consequent dispersi
of the friars for the third time in this century, 1é
mains to be considered. In this, as in u
other instances, the Cortes seem to have acte
with more zeal than prudence. True it is tha
the regular clergy were inveterately hostile ; but
instead of dissolving the whole fraternity, woull
it not have been betler to have taken a lesson fron
their adversaries, and acted on the old prineip
divide et impera?! There could have been no har
in retaining the Benedictines, Augustinians, C#
puchins, and perhaps the powerful aid of th
Jesuits might have been gained. In my opiniof
convents are, and will be for some time, a ki d €
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ral necessity in Spain: their number should,
course, be limited. 1 should propose. the main-
snance of the few Benedictine convents, for the
ake of the arts and sciences, like the fellowships
f Oxford and Cambridge. The Augustinians
| Capuchins are sought to be retained on other

-

: the benefit and advantage of the
himbler classes of society, to whom they are of
weh usge, and by whom they are much respected ;
t it be overlooked, that the doctrines held
y the Augustinians are at the very zero of the
logical thermometer of the Romish church,*

erence between their tenets and those of
formed church being very small. The
1its should have been retained through policy,
he price of their aid., Female convents or
neries are more nceded than those for the op-
)it sex. Their total abolition is much to be
gretted ; and 1 bave no doubt, if the present
‘ol government be permanent, that before
hany years, they will be again re-established.
___I':ﬁm;lmbe.r of the secular clergy in Spain is to
‘me unknown, although it is, no doubt, not beyond
Fhat the service of the religion professed by the

_ .L".'i-' requires. The duties of 2 curg in a
J ,___-'-iﬂ}ugﬁ far exceed those of the English
_"t-:-""-?' wvicar.  Besides, the Catholie chureh
L o venerable father of the Gemman Reformed
ﬁ:ﬂ.ﬁ A Aungustinian monk, Ay the present
Spanish Aupustines arg Jausenists,

day, most
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takes cognizance of many affairs of nnimary
which, in the Protestant persvasion, are ab:
doned to the discretion of the individual.
although this may tend to fix and establish th
ecclesiastical influence, yet, by increasing th
dutigs, it makes the labour fall more one :
upon the professors. Thus, the Protestant v '
has little to do beyond officiating once a weeh
it may be, reading prayers on Wednesdays an
Fridays, which does not occupy him long. The:
is, I believe, little wisiting at private hous

unless he be sent for, which is not usual. B
with the cura of the Romish chureh, it is ¥
different. Mass must be celebrated every day, @
many days twice, on Sundays (if a large parisl
three times, and occasionally even four, du :
which time the officiating clergyman muut
break his fast. Then there are numercus s
days, when extra masses are celehratad, I
vigils of particular saints to be observed —sermon
to be preached—private masses for the souls of th
departed, not a few. Then, again, confessing th
devout occupies much time at all periods of th
year, but especially at Easter, when I have seen
aged cura for above a week, employed from m
ing till night, hearing, chiding, and a'{}snlﬂng-
follies, frailties, and sins of his flock. In additi
to all this, there iz the visiting of the sick, whiel
is considered indispensable. On the other =5'.
marriages and burials are in general perform o
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" wenly and unimpressive manner, greatly
m the decent and reverend solemnization
m lh]’mﬂwm other Protes-

q ma-.j’ be allﬂgeli now, there is no

bt that the monastic institutions were emi-

m in their time. Their origin dates

pmnd when religion was little more

my superstition. Availing themselves

v often made the feudal baron trem-

The monks dwelt in comparative
tjr and peace were well nigh

; and within their convent

thﬂ aru sought for, and found

k agmcultu—re and general civiliza-

1 to the monks;* but the day of

¢pm and there is no more occasion

.... in a country like Spain, 2000

blishments for recluses and anchorites, than to

_- isk l.he. feudal system. Since the sup-

sion of the convents, the higher orders of the

lars, such as the Jeronimites, Trinitarians,
stines, and many of the other classes, have
ched to parishes, or to chapels of cathe-

_ﬂlm needless to say, that in consequence,

Fortunat. Carm. Lb. iii. cap, i,
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they are all zealous partisans of D. Carlos, part
cularly the mendicant orders, who have
his army with some thousands of lusty soldiers.

How strange, how incomprehensible is |
conduct pursued by the Spanish Cortes, in §
dealings with the church of Spain! What a pi
ture of folly and bad policy it presents! T
year 1812 beheld the Cortes, amidst the apph
of the nation, establish a eonstitution which & ng
who since have sneered at it, were then eager
recognise ; but fair as seemed this image of the
handy work, its feet were but of clay. . Th
appeared to be, and, as it proved, they were, i
norant of the people of Spain,* and alive only:
the feelings of the numerically small class of whi
themselves formed a part, and whose politi
knowledge was all founded upon the Fren
revolution, which they had studied, or rather Iy
looked at, only through the dirty windows of
French café. Instead of conciliating their churd
the Cortes made open war upon her, perha r
no betfer reason than beeause they knew that th
French had pulled down the church, and the
therefore thought it incumbent upon them tofolle
the example ; forgetting that in France the cleng
and nobility were linked and chained tngel‘.her,_-.-
former, if it were possible, more hated, mel

* By the people of Spain, 1 uilorstand the class l’uu[rhlﬁ_'-
called e preblo’ Bipanol; that is, all ranks. and conditions, &
the gentry and affluent classes,
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. than the latter; whereas, in Spain, the
L the people were hand and glove. Their
ies and vast possessions excited no

,ﬂm minds of the people, whatever it
¥ : in those of the upper classes ; in fact,
ath i self-evident, that whercas the French
n was the outburst of the people, aided
he time by a few of the superior ranks of so-
wmble imitator of Spain is the effort of
her class, with a scanty help from the
to introduce a representative system, as a
& S5 N yergrown regal and clerical power.

+ show ,at page 7, that ruin was the
the Cortes of 1512, for this, their great

- (that nf uncompromising hostility to
- Ten years later, the Cortes, unin-

Xperience, again committed the same
-were again overthrown. A third pe-
1 years rolled away, and the Cortes once
embled to re-enact the same laws, to
wn the supremacy of the church, As
T :ﬁm measures find no echo among the
,., vho, on the contrary, seem to throng to
rﬂl of the Pretender, solely because of
_, 8 made upon the church. What can
ause l.'if this inextinguishable hatred of the

8 to the power of the clergy ? Tt is
g ie I'EB:{:tlﬂﬂ of centuries of systematic

insult, The whole weight of the
the hicrarchy fell upon the middle classes :
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no wonder, then, that they deeply felt their degn
dation, and the instant revenge was in their pows
overlooking all considerations, or probably n
foreseeing the consequences, they hastily strug
down the Colossus to which they had so lung
compelled to bow the knee. It has been s
that twice their blows have recoiled upon ¢
selves, which, however, has not preventﬂd
from again adopting the same measures, t]:nq _
stant fortune placed it in their power. What ¥
be the result of this tenacity of purpose, met |
an equally tenacious resistance ! At present, ¢l
result is a war of extermination. The Cort
show no inclination to relax their stringent me
sures against the church; on the contrary, th
late decree, confiscating all the church propel

and making the whole body of the clergy d
pendent on the state, shows the most uncon
promising hostility and fixedness of determinatios
Bold, even to rashness, is their resolution, pard
cularly when it is considered that the Cortes wh
enacted this decree, had not the power to pu ..:
a few mutinous officers, or to exact obedient

from their generals, even when unsuccessful.
To the well-grounded dislike of the middl

classes to the Spanish chureh, it is very proba
some longing for the possessions of the clergy W
added. Indeed, after every extenuation, ho
cruel, how impolitic, has the conduct of th

Cortes been towards the Spanish church. Tt ha
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& series of blunders, True, the regular
" > all more or less Carlist, but there
‘need of throwing the entire mass into the
{ the Pretender. Had they so few ene-
s, that more were required? With the
: amount of landed property belonging
Ewin, and. the military orders, which was
y at their disposal, what need was there of
ng the property of the convents? Did
ider, that by thus overstocking the
hould increase demand ? or did the
gwemmnnt imagine, that when
raging, when men could neither
on their estates, nor travel the roads
. . buyers of land would come
‘_ r prices be obtained? And
j of assigning a pension, varying
tntwant]r reals daily to each of the
I ami friars! thus entailing upon the
*m& when money was so scarce, a
i payment of about 8000 dollars daily ! Why,
15 & mercantile speculation, abstracted from
political considerations, it was ill judged and
LLE '.'..--l
' olitie, more consonant with justice and
iIﬁemsta of the nation, would it have
1 the Cortes decreed the extinction of
dicant orders, in proportion as the indi-
lmsmg them should decease. All the
s, dy g in convents belon ging to orders
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which possessed property, should have been de-
clared usufructuaries for their lives, with
to bequeath one-half of the landed property to
their own heirs; the convents in all cases o
belong to the state, but the moveables to
inmates. Some regulation, of course, would be.
required, as to the mode of sharing the convent
property amongst the inmates. Perhaps, also,
it might be deemed advisable to retain some of
the monastic orders, as befure hinted at, such as |
the Augustinians, Benedictines, Jesuits, and the
Hospitallers of St. John. E

Now, had the Cortes acted in this manner, they
would from the beginning have neutralised the
hostility, if not secured the attachment of g very
large section of the regulars ; indirecily, the go-
vernment would have obtained the good will of
someé thousands of families, heirs expectant of the ;
friars ; the agricultural peasantry would have had
time to have been reconciled to the change; the go-
vernment would be unincumbered with jts present
heavy burthen of eight thousand dollars daily,
which it certainly lacks the meaps, perhaps the in-
chnation to pay ; and when, in ihe course of nature,
inmates of the convents should have descended
into the tomb, the state would have lawfully
become the owner of vast Possessions, ‘unstained
by any usurpation,

Such has not been the conduct of the Cortes.
Listening more to their own passions, than to the
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--rea:ﬁn, and urged on by the higher
= longed to rob the church and fatten
h. pils, like the Eunglish Somersets and
erts,® they have despoiled the regulars of all
roperty, and not content with that, have, at
ell swoop, seized the possessions of the secu-
hurch, and declared all the clergy stipen-
' state | If this total overturn of the
;, id all-powerful church of Spain does not
e authors, it is clear a mightier revolution
1e present is at hand in the Peninsula.
e reg clergy, there was a great
' numbers and wealth. Take,
Franciscans, with their hundreds
susands of inmates, possessing no
stensibly, and the order of San Martin,
¥ one convent (that at Santiago, in Ga-
mtaining some fourscore inmates, enjoy-

- "
<.
BWL

embroke [Herbert] begged for and reveived the
of Wilion, in the days of Heury VIIT, On the acossson
Espanin,” he went and waited on the Iady
. n"' ms, who eame to take possession of their oW,
- A few years rolled by, and Rlizabeth ascended

8. His lordship of Pembroke became omee more pro-
ger= th poor abbess and her fumily, saying,
% Fou jada, go apin ;" and this trae story of this mean,
- - #ooundrel is told without o word of
¥ the historian | To judge of writers and noblemen
sy we should say, that the one were thieves, the
Yide 1ume and Limgard.
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ing a rental of 20,000/ per annum. After {
Franciscans, the next classes in point of numb
are the Dominicans; next come the Aug
tinians, divided into the ** sandaled” and “ba
footed ;” the Capuchins come afterwards, and
on. The Carthusians are not numerous, but w
wealthy; their convents at Burgos, Xeres,* g
Seville, were probably worth, on an average

= il

-

the three, 12,000/. per annum each, while
above a seore of inmates could be found in ei '.
of them. Since not all of the orders of the regul
clergy held property, the estimate of the anm
rental of the convents would be far from giv
an accurate account of the total income =f,_
from the mation by the regular clergy. Fo ¢
must add to that amount the sum received for
support of thirty thousand of the men'_
orders, who are maintained, and their hm]
kept in repair by the alms of the faithful,+ Th
is also to be added the sums received for ma

for the dead, for however much a Spauumi
affect to despise this as superstition heﬁ:rrﬁ

reigners, they are at the last usually afraid

* The Byndic of the Xeres Cartuje assured mo [1531}*-_
their properties extended over 87,1388 estadalos of land :
in a country where rents are high. 3

+ When the church or ennvent needs repair, the friars o z
gt it dome gradis, or for a few masses.  One man lmngi I
of timber, & socond gives stone, and a third lends oxon bﬁ‘
others give a day’s labonr, &e. -
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in purgatory, and almost invariably
m.hmg pro salute anime. Probably,
ar that each of the mendicant orders
. nation, in money, food, clothing, labour

,ﬂl‘ﬂlm, &c.,* 25{. perannum, we shall
s wrong; to which may be added 150,000/,
1 seived for masses, &c., which 1s a very
mm, when it is considered that the
ciscans -Btlha.u received above thirty dollars
huudatmm of masses, &c. Many
- are very old, and settled
; nﬂt so plentiful, and masses
"j'_'.’;_','-,_ , being only 1s. and 15. 64.

'H ; thus the labour of reciting
¢ .'_'"'._ nnt inconsiderable, which
o amﬂr to Rome, stating the
E*llili asking permission to lump the
' masses in groups of sixes and
lﬂl some slight differences, this was
b and the book containing the corres.
..1 besides the Ehtlﬂmﬂ
e contents, had a singular notice affixed,
Flhﬂ prior, cautioning against visitors, or

el

.."d

T mﬂlﬁmﬁumﬁrnpmmnf
M"’“’m years, twenty-nine in the southern,
_L;-ﬁ,iwhma *ﬁ&hupmnpupu of
ghu an amnual mortality of 427,000 indi-

that cach person boqueathes, or that
..... m#ﬁﬂhﬂwﬁmhu two dollars ench

e meult will be 834,000 dallars, nearly 180,000/,
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such like, being allowed the perusal, or even |
inspection of this book, lest the heretics and i
dels should make fun (paraque los herejes
infieles no harian burla). The properties belog
ing to such convents as are allowed to poss
land, and their other sources of income may P
bably amount to something more than the inet
of the mendicant orders, although the indivi il
sharing are not one-half so numerous : it may
assumed at one million sterling, which, with
sum received by the mendicant orders, forms
the regular clergy, a sum of 1,800,000, to v .I
may be added a considerable sum for the lang
properties belonging to the females' convel
which might probably swell the whole to:
two millions sterling. However, few of then
neries are wealthy, and they are mostly suppos
by the sums paid by the inmates on ente ing
dote), which varies from 200L up to 10004
money thus accumulated is usually lent out
mortgage, or applied in the purchase of fixed
(Censos). Indeed, the ready money of all €
vents is usually invested in this manner, so #
one-half the mortgages in the kingdom’ belong
the church-—rather a dangerous temptati
the landholders, and so it has proved. ‘
The revenue of the secular clergy is deri
from estates belonging to the different chapt
and cathedrals, pious foundations of chapel
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%
ed to different churches; tithes, office fees
jebration of marriages, burials, &e.
eviously to the late changes, two-ninths of the
r Sakor bj"thﬂ sﬂver-eign, for the purposes
:__::-_':_5-,;-_.-., , by virtue of permissions to that
obtained from the court of Rome. The entire
I amount, before the late decrees of the
, may probably be estimated at about four
5 and a half sterling, which is not more
e su] of such a numerous clergy, in an
e gountry like Spain, requires. However,
08t unequally divided. The Arch-
before the late ﬂhahges-, pos-
eve ue of above 50,000/ annually.
‘Seville, Burgos, were also very rich
)  the new revision of ecclesiastical
¥, by the Cortes, a very large share has
:pt for the exigencies of the state, and much
0 sold; but, asin the case of our Henry
fie plunder of the church does not seem
' Spoiler, in the first instance at least ;
Enury of the Spanish exchequer is as
‘ever; indeed, the good effects of breaking
mmense church property is not so much
‘pected, in the present, as in the next we-

_ . mpuﬁaf,ﬂm Cortes hoave tranaforred

Toledo to Madrid - ,

g o Madrid ; ﬁ'miu?menhle Toledo, the seat of

. :"-":.L:.-l. councils, to a town comparatively of
g g ialators ihunlﬁ. be chary of removing those land-
ey consecrated by, time and historic recollections.

E
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neration, when it will be found that the num
of small landholders, and, consequently, of
best class of the population, will have much’
creased ; for, notwithstanding that the eleg
taken as a body, are indulgent landlords, th e 1,
in one sense, bad masters, from the pertinag
with which they resist all improvement, Tl
wishes appear to be, that the condition of
people should not change, nor their numb
crease, so that they may be able to gﬂvﬂm,
with little trouble. Tt remains to be seen whe
the next changes introduced by the Cortes wil
lasting. I am inclined to think that some €
cessions must be made to the secular clergy
the government wishes to avoid thruwi.'
entire body into the arms of D. Carlos.
sent, or rather in 1834, probably full one-hal
the secular clergy were partisans of the que
ranged on her side from a conviction of the jus
of ber hereditary right. The remainder may
considered to consist of the supporters of C'r_'
but with opinions varying from neutral indifferé
to decided Carlism, "

It could not be expected that the pow o
dominion of the Spanish hierarchy, which fil
centuries have so rooted in the country that ®
family, nor even one solitary individual, eses
its influence, could be broken up by a pus
temporal authority, without convulsing the B
state ; and such has happened. It was the Ws
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chureh that shook down the constitution of
.which, else, the 100,000 bayonets, led

» Duc d*Angouleme, would have made little
impression ; and it is the hostility of a large
' q*  the church which is now drenching the
‘fields of Spain with the blood of her chil-
and will continue so to act with unrelenting
To what ean be attributed this
itred and opposition, on the part of the
- high-churchmen, to all the attempts of
m to advance its social state? In my
s mainly due to the unity of belief, so
sserved in Spain; for the professors
8 of religion, in a land where only one
permitted, become absolute in every
R They are the uncontrolled
Sponsible masters of the nation which they
'.'--.’-'---.... B ,._L_ 2gsion Dfmln_tg power hardeng
*,. sng the fEﬂiiﬁgﬂ, and perverts the

o, |

4 _. -
-q : their feliow-creatures, such a
paed furge. Fhal: they themselves are mortal ;
WL Strange 1mpiety they confound the Deity
ruemselves.  Should any of their vassals
ke entertain different opinions from theirs,
beakyiled .hla?plmmm, and are stigmatised
Rsmnd schismaties. To those who dare
@ heirutmost hostility, by striving to curb
.. " power and dominion, no epithet

R, no puma;mant too severe. To
. E
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obtain this desirable end, the tribunals of
world, and the terrors of the next, are unsparing
employed. No remorse is ever felt, no
punctious ray of feeling ever pervades su
body, however compassionate individuals per
ing thereunto may be; but cold as marble,
hard as adamant, they bruise down the ol
faculties of man te a low uniformity,
consequently, the animal and more ignoble g
sions riot unheeded and unchecked, for their i
uriance rather tends to strengthen than wea
priestly dominion. The result of this stal
society is, that all those classes who have leis
and means to instruct themselves, feel acil
their degradation, hate bitterly the priesthood,
despise their doctrines; thus, by a natu
action of feeling, confounding with religion 1
her unworthy ministers. Meantime the I
classes, fed upon the husks and chafl’ of reol
instead of the pure spirit of Chnistianity, becd
superstitious and fanatically intolerant. T
lose all relish for the plain and primitive troti
Christianity, but worship stocks and stones @ d
outward shows and ceremonies with devotion
fiery zeal.

Now, when the course of events in inge
upper and educated classes of a society 50 €
tuted to make a struggle to shake off the *
incubus, the clergy fall back upon the K

orders, heat their zeal, inflame their fanatic
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heir opponents as traitors in this world,
ected in the next, whom to destroy is a
& result may be easily foreseen. Divided
themselves, unsustained by the fervour of

- relig 'nn, the superior classes are op-
| by the furious and fierce fanaticism of
F] Jr etarii, led on with perfect unity of
akﬂfnl.ly organised hierarchy. Dis-
d vanquished, they are glad to escape
ﬂf their wealth, and resume their
w gall them heavier than before.
uccess in ever delivering them-
Egyptian bondage, the more
..-;.,‘ 7 Elld the rest suffer their lot

fierence. This scene is now acting

1t would not be doubtful an

Ilb:eml party oppose the fervour
mhgmn to the fanaticism of the
- pe y of the Pyrenees. Such has
the case, and dark and distant is the
of the deliverance of Spain.

SECTION TI1.

R e
°F $HE BABQUE PROVINGES aND Nuvinng,

k.

:._j:",‘;‘-!.-: don of these provinces form, gt the
ﬂm most compaet and ancient race
1 peninsula. Hntw:thatandmg the
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assertions of some writers, who coolly derive
origin of the Basques from a party of emigrs
direct from the ficlds of Sennar,® there is no do
that the Basques are a branch of that great Cel
nation, which appears to have held dominion @
all the west and north-west of Europe, about: ;
thousand years since, whose genuine remng
can nowhere now be found unmixed, ex
in the Pyrenees and Cevennees, the mounts -'=,"
districts in the Bntish Isles, and the coast
Brittany. Itis true the Basque language is ¥
different from the Gaelic, Welsh, or Irish, !
this does not disprove their being radically
same people : their physiology and mannersh
a strong resemblance, and their traditions ares
similar. The languages of the tribes in Guay
are more unlike each other by far, than
Basquence and Irish, and yet few or none &
ever entertained the idea, that the tribes of
Orinoco are not descended from the same sto
Perhaps, when the science of ethnography s @
known, it may be ascertained that there is @
dency in small secluded tribes to corrupt’
change their original language: and the
America or Australin may one day furnish
proof, in the discovery of the descendab -"_
Europeans, who, separated from society and €
lization, have relapsed into the savage staté

* ¥. Oihenart and Ganlay, quoted by Astaloa, vok .,._
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n their speech shall be umintelligible; a
whicl m:ght possibly be accomplished in a

0 ] absence of Roman antiquities in
e rﬂf Blﬁﬂﬂf and Guipuﬂﬂ{m, there is
= 0 suppose that the country lying to
@ ﬂﬂ:,-, great Roman highway, leading
‘to Leon, passing by St. Jean du
) m almost uninhabited. The Var-
ned by Ptolemy as being the
mtry, althongh others place
1 it 18 just probable that the
velt ‘.- Alava, and only took to the
vy when pressed by their enemies
‘numbe The Varduli seem to
{}‘antabnm (who were their
I'.msman} in their wars against
ns, and probably their subjection served
mulaﬁnu of the Vardulian moun-
After the Cantabrian war, the Basque
35'.‘_:: > mol heard of in hlﬁ’tﬂl’j’, until the
ng uf ) of the Roman empire by the barba-
.-.:-'- the Alani, Vandals, and Suevi burst
ﬁlﬂ to these soon followed the more
zoths, After the establishment of
h}"; one of their dukes appears
) d Navarre and Alava; and since
= . Lq,tmrimn) was mclu-:le-:l in the
k! i Vascons, it is but reasonable to

t Biscay and Guipuscoa formed a

e
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part of it. In the seventh century we find
Basques maintaining a furious struggle \gai
Ebroin, the mayor of the palace to the F
king of Austrasia, because they refused to del
up the Neustrian and Burgundian lords, who
fled to them for refuge. The downfall of
Gothic monarchy, in the beginning of the ef
century, no doubt caused a great influx ﬂf._ |
bitants seeking a refuge from the fury of the A

Soon after this event, the kingdom of Sobs
begins to appear; and the Biscayans date
reign of their first lord in the latter part of
eighth century. From this date, until, by
marriage of the last heiress, the lordship of Bil
merged in the crown of Castilla, the Listory of
country is one continued series of squabbles
the neighbouring kings of Castilla and L
among themselves. Notwithstanding the a
tions of the Basque authors, suchas Garibay, O
nart, and others, there is small reason to be
that the provinces of Biscay and Guipuscon
constituted an independent state. As shown

lords of Biscay always were subject to thr'.-*:
of Castilla, Leon, or Navarre, although it is g
clear that this allegiance was of a doubtful
uncertain character, varying with the charact

* Diccionario Historico de las Provincias 'Vasconradas—=
‘Fizcn.yn—uf which Travia was the anthor,
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gning monarch, or that of their own chief.
ll -_I~_Ii. of the h*ﬂgs of I‘.Eﬂ]:],t the lord
uy often treated his sovereign after the
shion as the Norman and Acquitain dukes
French king. The different anteiglesias
: 58 Pﬁgilggﬁ ;g-mnted. mdiscrimi-
yy their own lords and the kings of Cas-
"‘ are considered of equal validity.®
.
-_'.--""I"‘r m;r .|:|.1;|i_11i_4:||:|1 that the lﬂ:dﬂhip of Biﬂﬂﬂ-‘_‘i’,
Les it ongin from some of the Norman chieftains of
entury. One of the Biseay traditions is, that D.
tiar, landed with some forees, to the assist-
s the lady of Durangn, who was then attacked
igtille,”—Thers was then no king of Castille,
'hﬂm vulgar assigned that title (to them
“their foemon from the south and west
‘elear and common-place encugh.  Some
e L ome of the Vikingr, after plundering and
: _‘ ¥ at Lapurdum (Bayonmed), hears of a row
B ' ; . goes either personally or by proxy, with a
Fﬁhﬂﬂﬂl, and proceeds to the interior.  Dofia
r, & petty chicftain of the valley of Durangy,
i _i:umhlt with the invaders, begs the nssist-
_ eonquerors. It is granted - the Northmen,
ntry of Dofia Blanca, march to meet the
fotall; rout them : the leader of the Northinen
ﬂnm‘ﬂ' probably at Guernica, and begins the
______  Biscay. The portmaits of the early lords of
irm this story ; they are all represented with

i Basquence means “white,” Mutil suri, . fair lud.
S - 1"‘““ masiers of Bayonne abont the middle
1llll1'|'hﬂu.'lﬂ.u:uti[thﬂymrﬂﬂﬂ'.
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Their constitutions resembled strictly '
the ancient Roman Municipia. At the pre
day, the Ayuntamicntos or Cabildos preﬁ’lﬂ’ﬁ
and defray part of the expense of the -,::?.:"I

£y

festivals. 2. Each ayuntamiento has the mang
ment of the town revenues ; also to its car
entrusted the preservation of the public buildis
walks, &e., and the direction of public ami
ments. 3. The police also of the different
lities is directed by the municipalities, who
considered in a manner responsible for the sa
of the inhabitants of their district, 4. Withl
corporations also rest the arrangement and

Light flaxen hair and the foll Norman face, very differentd
the Celtic character,

I know that the pride of the Basgues will reject this a
of their lords, a8 derogatory to the old Vascones, and ..-.-I"
their writers ; but let it be considered that Garibay, O
Astalen, Larramendi, and all their squad, were ignora
Europe north of the Garonne, Nothing but Tatin, "
Arabie, or Phonicaan would go down with them. Yel!
Europe, from the Daltic to the Pyrences—when the i 1
of Britain throughount its extent, the shores of Africa, the ik
of the Western Ocean, bore witness to the Norman prs
and beheld the sea-kings dwelling in the halls of their 8
princes, when Bayonne was a Norman colony, can the
think it disparagement that their ancestors yiclded to & N6l
baron's rule?  As well might the noble Churrnea think i
homour to be overcome at Trafalgar by him, the peerless ,;
of the sea-kings, 5

“The flower of all the admirals who ever trod the see”
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narkets, tolls, &c.; measures relating
] . and, through their alcaldes,
sination in the first instance of all civil
ought before them. 5. The members
it o t.amimtua are elected annually
1 s of the villa or anteiglesia;
thei Lﬂaatmn, another officer, styled
del comun is chosen by the inhabitants ;
ogous to those of the defensor
‘-:--: 1 law, only that instead of
the people against the
| :_, v of the sindico del comun
unicipalities is to watch over the
nd liberties of his fellow citi-
y be not infringed by the ayunta-
.
'ﬂ' the decline of the Roman
Ypain  possess ses a numerous body of
s, who, in the enjoyment of their dis-
sparate fueros, dwell apart from their
1, and are, as it were, encamped
thﬂaﬂ privilegiados, as in the days
:_I!tﬂl.’.- in common with their fellow-
ve their separate tribunals (fueros),
Home they are amenable ; are not eligible
1« nor have they a voice in the
!‘ﬁﬂl the duties of the Roman Municipia, as

*NHM@MFH 82, 24 ; und
o, p. 100—107,
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clection.  To be one of the curia, and subjee
the *“cargas concejiles,” is considered, even af
present day all over Spain, the Basque prov
not excepted, as a great hardship, which all
can, willingly escape from.* The privileged ela
are as follow. 1. The grandees of Spain,
able to the clarissimi of the Roman law.t 2.
the government employés, and officers of the n
household. 3. The army and navy, from thi
cruit of yesterday to the captain-general.f 4.
the clergy, secular and regular, from the | 1t
sacristan to the cardinal-archbishop.§ Thus
the Spain of the Bourbons, as in that of Hong
despotism and the privileged classes are in 8
alliance, and yet, excepting the clergy, the pi
leged classes, depending wholly on the nod of
sovereign, are but a sort of superior slave

¥ Curiales omnes jubemus ne civitates fogiant aut deser
habitandi canza, fundum quem eivitati pretulering »----:'_,
tase sociandum, coque rure esse carituros cujus eauss HOpiE
vitando patriam, demonstraverint.  (Cod. Theod. il xii, ti
L 2)
T In the other provinces, the * titulos de Castilla” are &
in Discay such is not the custom, for there all are nobls,
+ The British subjects residing in the Hasquc'pmﬁm#.
continually tensed by the loeal authorities about their '
to serve, &c. ropresented their case to the Madrid go
which eould find no other way of giving relief, than by exte
to them the Fuero melitar. |
§ Cunalibus muneribus atque omni inquietudine civinm |
tiomum exsortes cunctos clericos esee oportet. (Codex
Iib. xvi. tit. 2. 1. 9.) L
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ir master throws a part of the spoil, the
secure the rest. Next to the house-
mjr be said to bear nearly all the
__ .::'__.;5 he state, come the populace or prole-
‘which numerous class the army is chiefly
ﬂﬂf&? also is largely recruited.
-..-..u also the pﬁﬁlegﬁd” are sup-
. domestic servants, who share the fueros
‘so that it need not excite surprise
" should almost invariably side
instead of the oppressed. In
s, the privileged classes being
ependent householders very
the '_ etarii very few, the munici-
dmirable, and is so well or-
'. le to the wants and wishes of
}  better could not be substituted
converse is the case in the rest
» the middle class (by which is
8¢ who are neither of the privileged nor
;)m effect nothing of themselves,
ym taxes except of their own imposing,
* Scourge of a standing army, or of any
!ung, one excepted,* with no class
: g them, except the curas and a few
. 2d with such an equal distribution
hat the extremes of rich and poor are
o 2 Basque provinces resemble the
nf Greece and Italy in their best

* The Corregidor.
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days. Let us turn to the other side of the p
and behold the state of the other pre
Spain, wherein exist the same laws, ins
and a similar municipal organization ; h b th
blighted by the despotism of the sovereign at
privileged, become a curse instead of a k ..
The municipalities,* in place of being the gu

¥ Clest dans les villes, et par les libertés municipales o
maszse des habitans, la elasse moyinne, 2est formée ut,&
quelque importance dans Pétat.  Mais une fois en pos
ce point d'sppui, cette classe se sentit bientdt & l'e¢rmf.
surété. La force des choses lui fit comprendre que, tant
ne 8y serait pas comstitude, tant qu'elle ne pnﬁsﬁdﬂﬂi-l- s
Pordre politique, des droits qui fuzsent le rnn :
garantic de ccux quelle exergait dans lordre munied
dermiers seraient insuffisants pour la protéger dans tons o __‘:':
ek pour so protéger eux-mémes. De In tous lew efforts dut i .
dun XTTT™* siécle, soit par los états cénéranx, soit par les parke
soit par des voles plus indirectes, eurent pour but, en F
exemple, d'éléver les bonrgenis a la vie politique of d'as
droits et aux libertés do I'habitant les droita, ot ley libe -
cifoyen. Aprés trois siécles de tentatives ccs offorts -=;'1'
sucees.  Le regimé municipal ne put enfanter 1mreg1mg¥
qui lni correspondit, et devint sa garantie. Ta centralis _.
pouvoir sopera sans celle dos drojts.  Des Tors le rogimme mun
hri-méme se trouva faible et incapable do se defendes, T8
formé en dépit de la domination féodale; il ne put. subsis
présence d'une autorité unique et an sein de la monacmhm
strative. Les villes perdirent pen & pen ohsonrement e :
gans résistance, lours ancienmes libertés, Personne n'iem iy
moment ou notre révolution a tolaté, Jo reging munic --1;
plug en Franes quiuse ombre vaine, sans consistance
energie,—Guizot Kesals sur T Histoire de France, p. 44, e4 8
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\whose benefit they squeeze the contri-
jpon them devolve the execution of all

AL

i measures, the government thus inge-
thie ease in France ; but in Spain affairs took & dif-
' " he king's power, althongh centralised, was
ik down the municipal govermments, which
are supported by the church. Tn every
powars—Regul, Noble, Clerieal, and Muni-
the four gains, and wishes to preserve thoe
iy off the other powers one against the other;
] i 1 it of the multitnde, be overlooked -
mies b Wows, their aid invarisbly turns
sy when ediscated, might give Jaws ta the
#will mevcer do, for this obvions reason, that the
emulitude Vil ity b shsorbed ot th

b khguﬂﬁnhmﬁﬂ:mrf,ﬂleywm
¥ and the provinces of Spain enjoyed
I pPropo o t.uthemmgywﬂh which their
ﬂmmyn.t mandate. Let Biseay b taken
- Wherein the m?nl order was frequently eluided
M pero no cumploss,” lot it be obeyed, but not
= :._ o mueh in unison with the countloss fictions
J fmﬂ[the professors thereof will
Iy WEﬂﬂﬂriﬂfthlﬁﬂhﬂlﬂ'm]ﬂ
plllilu found, in the day of peril, that
s friond i the mullitude, which they never
i o Sl s
B G (e gyt centaliation,
mnmierpalitios quite astopished {lheir

Ll



G4 INTRODUCTION.

niously contriving to cast the unpopulari
own proceedings upon the class it most ¢
and most oppresses. They are E{}IE]EHE
maintain and support 2 numerous army, be

masters, by their undizsguised reluctancs to © go the whao
Reither rail-roads nor steam-coaches being vet in 'mgun
the Basque pensantry very propery and very nglutwmljn
thata batch of men packed together from all parts of the T,
were not half so likely to attend to their interests, as o small
cipality elected from their own numbers. They were and s re
in their ignorance—the Spanish cortes wrong in
The trae policy of Spain at present, is to spresd educatios
inerease civilization, by means of the local juntas or munic pa
acting as so many centres. When the people of the T
beyond the Ebro are on a par with Biscay, they may nj-'il
bonds of centralization, secure that the growing good scnss
people will see the necessity of strengthening the g
verment, in its relationship with forcion powers, A _;,j'-'.
be laid down as & rule, that political freedom ought to be pr
by civil freedom, which is all the better, and usually ¥
appreciated, for originafing from small centres,

Men of active habits, trained in this school, when 8
deputics to the gencral congress, easily expand their i:lﬂﬂ:
new situation, and the result is heneficial Lo the commme
But unless the population is very civilized, and also !
geneous, all attempts at spreacling the inflnenes of o '--:-:
from the centre to the cirenmference by means of the divect ol
without the medinm of the smaller centres, will turn o .‘..
failure; the cirele i3 lost in its extension. The aystul
government should be first applied to small mmmu.umm,
best of those should be elected to govern the state, and E‘r
system of contralization with representation, of the Enrope
narchies, is a superh and magmificent plan, which, aided
and education, may resolve the problem of one vast o
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wernment officers, whose sole duty is to
sags, and oppress the contributors who
em nor can the ayuntamientos exercise
etion, without the risk of its being an-
the royal magistrate, and heavy fines
their imprudence: in a word, in the
nces the inhabitants are free citizens,
‘of 8pain they are a mere flock, who are
IT en at the will of their masters.
tate of things, the provinces beyond
pt to raise themselves somewhat in
5, W en behold ! thn]r find their
the Basque provinces joining
~the privileged classes, to
£ j"liﬂ ameliorate their social
neither just nor generous,
of the Basque provinces did not
mg nine languages. But ere this splendid scherme
» nan, Latin, and Sclavonic nations must be
g aﬂ'ﬂb vornmont, in the way they alone
i ,_‘_:_‘.: W i 8 by the fll ﬂlljﬂj*ment of
R and their participation in the eentral
2 hetr of doubls eloction, Let the citizong
’m become th'm“g]ﬂ]’ aceustomed to
inida will afterwards a8 easily take in the
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originate in any one particular grant,
ferent times, and in divers manners. To{
people to dwell in a town lately taken fra
Moors, or in one which the reigning monare
termined to build ; or to favour a town whe
dwelt, or which had rendered him signal ses
were the reasons of the kings of Ca: “h
Navarre granting fueros to their cities ; for,
ever may be the case now, in the 12th, 13th,
and 15th centuries, the fueros of many ¢
Castilian cities and towns were quite eq
those of the Basque provinces : take, for i i
Logrofio and Haro, of both which cities the
were so extensive, that the town of Viter

* The earliest authentic date wherein mention is
l:it-j‘ of Yitoria, 15 in the eleventh eentury. Larrams
stymology of the name is from Bitores, s Basque wordy!
* lofty and commanding,” which certainly agrees with i
of the town. D). Bancho the Wise, of Navarre, fuf
enlarged it in 1181, and gave it the fusro of Logeod
however, worthy of remark, that the Navarrese king,
the fuero, prohibits all trials by the ordeal of hoiling wab
irom, and single combat,—declares also, that all clongy
may come to reside in Vitoria, shall pay the same ta 2
charges as the rest of the inhabitants, The fuero nf
highly celebrated in the provinces, and was, at th
granted to the towns of Ordufia and Arciniega, ﬁ' 3
Balvatierrs, in Alava; to Teolosa, Elguets,
Deva and Vergarn, in Guipuscoa. '

D. Alonzo the Wise, of Castille, planted a eolony @
Vitoria, in the year 1256 ; they remained until the totol
of their race from Spain, in 1492, This "mm.rr.h.;-'
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|1 for and obtained the fueros of
.; B Sancho the Wise, in 1181.
e Basque fueros also arise from their
stoms ; others are founded upon their
sicipal law. But in the early part

f the Emperor Charles 1. a commis-
pinted to collect and revise the seat-
of the different towns and districts,
- nto a code, so that in future they
rmined and known to all: which
aly ratified by Charles, it
f the Biscayans, and has

AL
adianadan B (KT lﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬁhﬂh& fnrﬂ-lﬂﬂ'l.
_ ',; ing veas saious should spersode al
i dominions. . The Vitoreanos

mpt at eentralization : but D,
L b!ﬁllglt mmnmwﬂhhh;ﬁu.hﬂr, in
part, repealed the fuero real, and swope
e—— o the throne, the old fueros of Vitoria,
is ward, and solemmly ratified and confirmed the
v the 15t Docember, 1284, with this alteration,

re should be punished with doath, and that
Jp- Pl privlego of fuer in amoce. o
cting 2 into an eplseopal ses, the Cortes
e ]'lruunnu made to the good people of
- J.ﬂ:hn, on the occasion of his being a
1 thl COTHOTE arrived wish the m.’lm]lig;_m
! I pope. Adrign VI (such was the
h to make Vitoria a 'hmhupe g8,
F‘WF'—MW:} de lag Pron,
w—dlariana, Hit, de Ewp. Vol V.

F 2
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beenregularly confirmed by his descendants.
the very prince who destroyed the libertie
Leon and Castille, at Villalar, respected the
the Basque provinces, not from any aff -;.
them, but through fear lest, if they should be
voked to revolt, the rival monarch of Frances
interfere in their behalf: nor was it to be exp
that in the event of a rising in the Basque
vinces, either the newly conquered kingde
Navarre, or the lately subdued Comuneras
be quiet. Probably in no instance was the
fortune or good policy of the emperor m
spicuous, than in his securing the affectionst
Basque provinces, by confirming their fuer "
he not done so, it is probable his campaig
Italy, France, and Africa, would never have
place; there would have been employme "
at home.

The fueros of Biscay, as confirmed by Chat
and ratified by his successors, form a pretts
volume; the greater portion of which reld
the local government of the province,
termed, la administracion foral, and both
civil and criminal part, is mainly taken fi@

Roman municipal law,* and does not mt ch

* In Biscay, the towns (Villas) are governed, wil —-
property, by the general laws of Spain. The prop
zomado, that s to say, every description of pre pert; Tg
within towns, is subject with regard to transfer hﬂ'

to the ley del fusro,  According to this law, no man ¢
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t of Spam, at least in theory;
‘fin ‘whnﬂy in favour of the Bis-
sonsequence of the courts being all in
' -".'.-- ince, of which the judges also
s, except the corregidor. The admi-
thus left in their own
' n managed with much lenity and
ﬂ.‘hls the improved condition of
y owing. The privileges pos-
""-': s, Alavese, and Guipuscoans
i!m t.he. following -
n (quinta ) was not enforced
- i _' return, in time of war
O ‘to maintain 1 their tercios,
B

f Mdﬂﬂm hﬂthﬂmj'lmwﬂ
.‘.-"',.' 1 the aforesaid pale of affinity, even
f'l'. b kin, [tnmithltthﬂﬂhjmtnf
"W'—"hmm‘ﬂ'lﬂlﬂ&dpmﬁn}*
i mado cannot be sold without previous
..mvawmamwm
: ﬁmhthﬂmﬁmmﬁ
nong ‘hlznﬂmnmmtmwﬁmmdq- T
“‘F ve, by will, his whole
childn _wnhmmmumfﬂﬁ
Teu, wn arbol, wna tgja, y un veal —Com-
*ngmﬂnmdu,umam

P’“‘nﬂamgiheﬂehm e
A : R"-ﬂl;l!hip,wmi % For there is
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as long as the war lasted  The strength of
tercios it is difficult to state, *but, during th
with France, the Biscay fercios amounted §
battalions, consisting of about 3000 men; e
equipped, and maintained by the proving
very respectable force, for a population th
much exceeding 100,000. The fercios wet
obliged to leave their own province; r
only the Biscayan would not march into Casf
he would not even mareh into Alava or G :
Near Llodio there is a tree, which marks the
of the Biscayan soldier: should his lord (su
demand his services beyond those bounds
can be given for the term of three months
which time their pay and maintenance is i
cost of the king; the three months expire
tercios return home.* -

But as the tercios of the Basque provings
only useful to the king of Spain, in the ey
the war being carried into their country,
the custom of the government, when
hostilities with any power, to demand a 8

or donative from the provinces, which

oYy O
w

* This has o strong msemblance to the feudal 4
existed in the 11th and 12¢h centuries in Englnd sad
when the military vassals were bound to follow their prin
war for sixty davs, at their own charges. The rep :4---:"-'
Basques to leave their country, or even their provines
traeed to the fear of ]-;m-ring their faamibes Unpre ._ .
difficulty of supporting their troops out of their own tem
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ough with reluctance, and many
;_‘-, of their Pm"tf- It must be
Jso, that notwithstanding the Basques
terate dislike to becoming soldiers,
gone whatever to be officers; and
. provinces not a company of
iers could be found, the war-office
-besieged by scores, nay, hundreds
e grers, clamouring for su colocacion
tmre is mot exempt from
t not de facto; for in 1830
yody of Navarrese quintos
vnf Spain.
ilege of the Basques is,
,mﬁ nu!dﬂ'ﬁ are allowed to
¥. With respect to Navarre,
s bee 1 nullified from the time that
es fortified Pamplona, which ever
lgarnmn In Guipuscoa, the
tian has also constantly been
nuch tc ‘the chagrin of the Basques,
quently memorialised the crown on
@My and Alava there are no
Horindeed are there any in the three
- S\varre, save the above mentioned.
0 of the revenue military guard
ﬁpmuﬁ) into the provinces
ubject of a stout remonstrance,
r successful, that in Biscay and

ll-.

b
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Guipuscoa these obnoxious characters were |
seen, except at the towns of Ordufia and B
ceda, where there were custom-houses; in
only at Vitoria and on the frontier line; i
varre their ascendancy was complete, ;
dom being placed on the same footing asth
of Spain. ) .
3. Exemption from taxation, except of
own imposing. Under this head may be cla
(1.) Freedom from customs duties on good
ported from foreign countries. The beng
this is directly seen by the traveller, when
trasting the comfortable and decent clothi
the Biscayan peasantry with the ragged aff
the Asturian or Gallician, or the antic .q:“%-'
partly cover the sturdy limbs of the Montai
(2.) The Biscayan eats his salt duty-free
Castilian pays twelve shillings per bushel
Biscayan has tobacco for one shilling per:
the Castilian or Andalucian pays ten. (3.}
are no stamp duties of any kind in the provi
4. Another privilege possessed by the Bisca
1s, that any person of the native province, ¢ "
beyond the Ebro, if accused of any offence
bring his case before the Juez Mayor at Vallas
This curious privilege, probably, was of som
portance twe centuries back; at presen .,
affirm, from my own knowledge, that the Sald
cayna at Valladolid is wholly occupied in hies

kd

and determining appeals from the Basque pro¥
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%, just as the Sala de Leon, de Galicia
:__ hearing appeals from those pro-
pext and most important privilege of
s is, that they are left to govern them-
f their own customs and usages. The
+ one of their officers, one excepted,
idor. This officer is considered the first
in the province, the representative of
d, as such, presides over the junta or
Juernica. It is stipulated that this
igistrate should always be noble
1S usng ly selected from the

iy !,r._. . r'j"-

,4 of Biscay, Alava, and
Atrasted with the rest of Spain.
: ;_ consider how the kings of
our  extend their authority, or to
fueros.
| -..-L mplished by acting on the
_. - gel al to mean and weak minds,
@ ¥rom time immemorial the Basque
 been divided into parties. Biscay
___‘uf Years torn with the dis-
€ Ynasindo and Gamboina parties,
- Origmal cause of dispute was utterly

‘much so, that none had left it u

Tkt | pon
% '&i _imﬂlﬂterlﬂl. for the vehemence
Al men dispute are usually in
€ worthlessness of the object. The
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French wars changed the names of the ar
strife, but not their hatred. The Madrid €

LR

government identified itself with the Carlist
in the provinces. The police regulations, ang
law of passports were introduced into the
vinces in defiance of the fueros,* the Carlist
ol
¥ Bomr writers of rocent dute, much endmom F]'i-.
Buasques, possibly by reason of their Clarlist prodilection
described  their privileges, &e. in such glowing
Judging from their deseription, mo such thing as tyram
pression ever existed in the happy valleys of Biseay and
coa. Sorry am I to destroy the illnsion, but truth ol
to sy, that from 1830 to 1833, 1 witnessed more :-ﬂﬁr
anid oppression for political offenees, thun probably he
in Great Britiin ever sinee the peace of 1815, Tha
of Brilain, as comparcd with Biscay, being 150 to 1. T
instance,~no person whose opinions were other than!
was allowed to shoot or have a gun in hLis possession, ul
nalty of fine and imprisonment. This was hard -...';
sidering that three-fourths of the land of Biseay | p.
Anti-Carlists, Thns, the artisans and peasantry ased 49
themselves in wporting over the estates of the Uhagons, # ]
Allende, Salazar, and others, their owners not daring &0
trigger, nor even complain, Nome opposed fo =--':.' ;
could stir from home without o Caréa de 1f.'-
licenisc). They were fined and imprisoned npon the most
pretence, without ever dreaming of first procleiming 8
Guerniea.  Sometimes it was ordered that they
assemble at cach other's houses; at others, that not
three should 1w seen together in the streets. Their o
searchod for * prohibited books,” the Dible or New | o5
being of course of the number. In a wond, there h
“liberty” for the party in power; but such i the lﬂi“
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. the management; and unspar-
ed this new arm against their politi-
sts. The same took place with the
ateers. Itwas openly in contravention

hat the Carlist party levied the
# los Realistas de Bilbao,” and
| similar bodies of troops through-
sinces. Provided that Valdespina,
harrola, Epalza, Batis, and others

, they cared little for the fueros.

overnment, to indemnify itselfl

of exemption from customs
ques, endeavoured to retaliate,
duties upon the productions of
es, iron, &e., and also by pro-
om entering into a direct trade

;-,_-':-' ‘did not much trouble the
.- _ Mftﬂfﬁn" bﬂ]‘.ﬂlngfﬂﬂ to
asses, who were nearly all
e Carlist party being, with few
- of lawyers, friars, and

any of the fueros been respected by
Has ruled Spain and the Basque
' 1823 to 1833 ; for their antagonists,
i Aoud letter: nay, more, the

5 F' ﬂf"lﬂnrb_r.,

hmumm and constitute
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mfamous policy of the men who so unwe
held the government of these fine provinees,
scandalous treachery connived at the
ment of the Madrid government upon the |
cherished liberties of their country. Sola
they were the medium of oppression, they se
have been careless as to the consequences,
at the continued arrest and imprisonment @
most distinguished individoals of the proy
Olalde, Otalora, Uhagon, Imaz, Ferrer, Allg
Arana, Landesa, and numerous others, who
without ceremony® torn from their families
imprisoned, solely for their political opis
and to one of the number (Olalde) it is supy
to have cost 10,0004, sterling. il
It may be asked, how came it that the Bass
with all their acuteness, allowed themsel ves
so easily gulled by the Carlist party?
answer is easy: all secluded people, and
taineers especially, have a great reverence 8
customs, and a sort of instinetive horror of ché
i
* As a sample of the gentle trestment of the Consti
aligts by their opponents, take the case D). Fmeoterio 1
wha was aceused of having stuck his knife inte a
king, Fernnndo VIL, which some sealous loyalist had
with & burnt etick, upon the walls of a wine-shop, B
with & friend who accompanied him, swore Pm;hﬂly
accusation was false. Both, however, had to hide #

and, after five months’ adventures, reached Enghnl] .
Meantime the tribunals condemned both to death!
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. having the clergy on their
all the superstitions of the
behalf. This attained, the next
natising their opponents as here-
, &ec., was very easy, because
ent classes lived in the cities,®
_' nant to be Eﬂ‘i’ﬂi"ﬂﬂd bj’ lhﬂil'
8, T :-.:| these hﬂd been forced
er 1823, and those who did remain,
n to incur the risk of fruitless
nd bye the lawyers,{ a very
gt 5
roet, being chiefly composed of
the litthe towns, and not in the
being nearly all liberals, for a long
ving influence of the Curlists, but
ument, and the stupidity of Rodil
nd the rest of the queen’s generuls,
iy advantage from the co-operation of this
ided bedy of men, actually betrayed them to
il fmmd.ﬁngﬂfﬂmil iﬁﬂnuntrﬂ
seribancs,  When I sy betrayed them,
m after urging these gallant and
8 up arms for their cause, afierwards aban-
meperated foes, T.et Villafranca, Eybar,
g “eseribanos to the comstitution,  dases
o the Cortes enacted, that in overy dis-
*mﬂ%’m alins o peacemaker;
kentions n ovo were fizst of all 1o be heard
" “’hmﬂﬂmﬂmmﬂmhepamm
2 fools of themselves, and spending
F caurse, had the eseribanos been men of
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numerous class in the Basque provinces, j¢
the curas y frayles, and then their sway
supreme. The peasant was tanght to look .::-:E:"'
landlord (if a Constitutionalist) as his dires|
that faithful attachment to the cause of thi
and throne should be rewarded by his ele
in rank, from tenant to freeholder. In &
the rabid friar preached damnation, the esen
held out confiscation, while the secular |
pointed to their organised battalions. he:
santry could not resist all these arguments
joined the cause of the Carlists. _

It has been aszserted that Don Carlos sup
the Basque fuercs in 1820, when the Mag i
vernment was anxious to do away with'
Never was assertion more unfounded—
was credit so ill deserved heaped upon ang
vidual. Had the influence or the will &
infante been so good or so great, why @
allow the faithful Navarrese to be taken @8
mon soldiers, or permit custom- hﬂuEEi |
established all over Navarre, with dutié

the world, mstead of being wise only in their own comnes
would have langhed at this set of parlinment, ennvinesds

& single law-suit wonld be lost thereby ; for, with mos {
expense of law i3 an attraction, rather than a repulsion s

wounld eare nonght evem for the jundgment of Bolb
oiven gratis. Ilowever, the cacribanos ehose to take
the act, and imagined their emoluments in dlﬂﬁﬂ"
Ineryma), and thenceforward beeame staunch ahsolutiss
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those of Castille? The answer is
s dared not defend the fueros of
.« he knew well that the Castilian,
and Aragonese sections of the apos-
‘bent upon abolishing the fueros.
ished to be king of Spain, not king
" ‘and therefore he dared not dis-
. rength of his party. The infante
seustomary dissimulation: he de-
ssity of infringiug the privileges,
o be done gradually. In
‘resolved upon; General
was chosen to command the
: arters were fixed at Bur-
rab h’df of troops was col-
t General O Donnell in
‘P’““E of 1830, then on a
the conversation that he
o “’th““Eh on general topies,
: rm the reports which he had
Eve to the projected abolition
Hw revolution of July which
i ; that event caused even
E“hm“d& to pause, for even
ght it not unlikely that
- =law d:'!m“ﬂt}" would interfere.
s the credit for averting that
: F due to the barricades of
.'.thﬂﬂm can strive to rob
ater of hep hﬁﬁtﬂa‘ﬁ, anidin wn

EL

LU
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doing, shed the blood of myriads of his wre
countrymen, is right not to hesitate at a g
falsehood. 3
The privileges of the Basque provinee
odious to the Spanish nation, of which Cha
so well aware, that if he was king of Spain
year, he would quickly find excuses for inf
them, if not for their total abolition. A re
tative government will endeavour to raise Sp
a level with the Basque provinces,—a
whom the very name of freedom is odious,
strive to reduce the provinces to the same low
with the rest. |
Not content with the real privileges
the Basques, some of their Anglo-Carlist adw
have represented them as so full of Iuﬂ'.:,r
dence, that even the dread tribunal of the
sition was stayed in its course, at their frd
the fact also that none of the capitals g
Basque provinces are bishops' sees, is DK
dwelt upon with no small complacen Ty
tespect to the inquisition, so far from suely
the case, there were commissaries of the i 1 us
depending from the tribunal at Logrofio, estab
at Bilbao, Vitoria, and San Schastian;
former times, this tribunal was so much in
with the fanatical feelings of the inhabi ---:j_
there was scarcely any emp]uymant for the © 1,';
sarios,”” unless it was to persecute some unfort
foreigner, or to search for prohibited hcrnl'u-



-

gpected from the people who gave
f Rome the founders of the Jesuits
ans, a people whose lively imagina-
hem exceedingly prone to super-
whose veneration for every custom
ntiquity is so firm and deeply
ieless, were Charles to be king of
uisition will have at least one tri-
, for long before the war had
. [ -.-l:-.:.r P ﬂf iﬂtﬂﬂﬂitj’ Whlﬂh
' ny Carlists had assured

as the firm intention of the

sstablish the inquisition in
juence, as the only means
purity of the faith (?) and
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; '.:'_'.j' ﬂm nickname of EI Twreo, who
1, in the street of the Sombrereria at Bilbao,
‘permeented by the inquisition, in 1817, on
.:; mwﬂm[ﬂtl’tﬂrm.tlr.}fﬁ'k
r n threatened with banishment, and only
:'._ nes, and binding himself to attend
rguiarly.  The condition of this poor man
ived when the inquisition was abolished,
iy for
e before. Tven the foreign
_ .-.'l" 1 by them, under oup pretence or
P s “hghsh were not 80 much molested as
iﬁ’ . ,ﬂwyﬂaﬂ not wholly eseape, M,
e Jou established merchant, together with
seoned on the same day, to prove their
2 that they were of noble blood, and
ed from Jows or infidels, and good

L]
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The Basque provinces are, with respect tg
siastical matters, included (1836) in the d
of Pamplona, Calahorra, and Santander:
little doubt that the establishment of the ty
bishoprics dates as far back as the fourth e
when, it 15 but fair to conelude, that
or Bascones, were but thinly scattered o
country, and possessed no town of suff cie
sequence to become an episcopal see. _'

of Vitoria,* Bilbao, and San Sﬂhastmn, .
paratively quite modern ; even now, Pamj
larger than either of them, and, exclusive
three capitals, the Basque provinces cont
town with a population exceeding 4000, ’
has been no motive for changing the origin
of things, up to the present time, when, sol
a repugnance being manifested thereto,
aware that there has long existed a stromg
to have an episcopal see established @
Vitoria or Bilbao. -

When praising the clerical establishmen
Basque provinces, it is strange that ..;i-'
advocates never thought of alluding to that
law contained in the fueros of Biﬂﬂij" 2l
the clergy, wherein it is stated that *“inase
the clergy, being obliged to lead a life uf e

® The cortes have erected Vitoria into a bishop's 98
new law of Beptember, 1837, which esiablishes &
dieceses, and annnls many others,
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mit! _* i divers lmmnruhtl&s, 8.
e of families,—now in order
:haH have no excuse for cor-
#Id daughters in future, they
to maintain one or two meretrices
';"___; 21T hﬂ“ﬂ'&!.
‘me to make a few observations on
ament of the provinces, In each of
' ation was in the hands of
. h consisted of two *“dipu-
r in Guipuscoa, but of only
ted b]" the juntas of their
'. 2 term of two years.
hamg, are invested
! ﬁnam:ﬂs and defence
e #hﬁ organs ﬂfﬂﬁﬁlﬂﬂl‘ti—
al government, none of whose
hﬂﬂlﬂg, until they have
: Thm body also has the
ce, and acts as a mbunal
il suits ; for which purpose, and
. Hﬂm generally ﬂﬂﬂuﬂrmg
and law'ﬂ of the Pfﬂ?mﬂﬂj fan
i IIt Biscay, the dwutﬂnmﬁ
a0 GI.IEI'IJ.IEE, ar Il'urangu.
‘_ dqmtleu must be residents

oy word Aarridan is derived,
. a5
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wherein the corregidor resides, becomes, por
chief of the ordinary diputacion : the extrao
diputacion consists of the four deputies, .
and secretary; they must be convened
a-year, and the juntas once. The sessions
Guipuscoa juntas must be held in one of elg
towns, which follow in turn. The con
dwells, por fuero, in one of the four to
Tolosa, St. Sebastian, Azpeytia, and &
for three years, and then translates his
to another of the four, In Alava, the, """
reside constantly at Vitorta. In Bls.cajr,
and anteiglesias are summoned once in |
to send their representatives to the i
Guernica. In Guipuscoa, the juntas *,.
by 18 Partidos ; Valle de Leniz, 2; Alea
Uniones, 5; Towns, 27; the University o
in all, 56. :

In all the provinces, although the ,~
tives are supposed to be chosen by the he
families, the business is usually managed
three lawyers and the cura; in point of fag
thirds of the members of these rustic path
are the fieles of their respective anteiglesit
large towns, however, frequently send =
education and abilities. 3

The sessions-house (casa de juntas) for:
is a large and handsome building, situatet

* The juntas always meet on erem years, such 88 ]
a4, 36, 38, '
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e town, to the left of the Durango
of the edifice is the famous oak *
sneath which is a stone seat, where
its when the laws passed by the
"Hf-.,___;;_,.= The session generally
_ \ and is usually wholly em-
1"_ :ﬁe accounts of the late dipu-
g their conduct, arranging disputes
‘ns, and business of a like nature.
: also are continued, sometimes
ietimes changed: roads and
ed to be made or improved.
unta usually commence at
srning, and last till three or
5 use indifferently the
- In Guipuscoa, T believe
,Z'-:L wariably spoken, while in
5t always used, To the
egidor, who presides over the
seats for those gentlemen who have
utados, and creditably fulfilled
&t high station ; these are called
cia, and are entitled to a seat

t the remainder of their lives ;
Aiputados are seldom chosen when

.lf_:-."‘! when advanced in life,
“-Pli'l'h?ﬂj' medern : the French,
@ Samed the old tree, o that the traveller
- -mmh like that of the Girindstone
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the number of senators seldom mmum |
dozen.* a3l

The last day of the sessions is fixed f
election of deputies for the ensuing two _' f'
plenty of mtriguing is carried on by the
candidates amongst the electors; pro .
profusely given, but nothing more suhi nfia
this stage of the voting. All the names of
individuals composing the juntas are now thn
into two urns, and three drawn by lot from @
bando—these are the six electors: now the g
vassing begms in earnest, for, in proportion tg
number of electors a candidate can secure,
hopes of success. About sunset the six ele
assemble, and throw into the two urns three tiek
each inscribed with the names they deem i
proper: the urns are shaken, and from eacl
drawn six tickets, in regular rotation; the it :
each urn becomes the two diputados; the &
three, the six regidores ; the fifth and sixth, are
two syndics and secretaries : this effected, the
electors choose each a regidor, and these six!
dores, thus selected, take precedence of the
chosen by lot. The duty of the six electol
now completed, and the proceedings terminal

* These senators only take part in the discussion; they
no vobo, s
t The representatives for the different towns and 4
occupy certain invarable places in the house: '
Guernica, the anteiglesias of Guernica and Luno are first @
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The regidores succeed as diputados, according
to their rotation, in case the first chosen chance
to'die, or incur any other disability, In 1832, I
heard of as large a sum as fifteen ounces, near 50
ring been offered for a vote, nor did there seem
be any feeling of reprehension manifested against
those who sold their votes; on the contrary, it
. was considered a piece of good fortune for a man
~ to draw the electoral prize, and it was looked on
| s quite natural that he should make the most of

his luck.  The first deputies chosen at the sessions
~ of 1832, were D. Ferdinand Zavala, and D. Pedro
Pascual Uhagon; the second pair, D). Francisco
Batis, and D. Jose de Rotaeche; the third pair,
- D. Mariane Eguia, and D, Silvestre de Lecanda.

The choice of D. Pedro Pascual Uhagon greatly
enraged the Carlist party, and gave little confi-
dence to the eonstitutionalists ; indeed it has been
o erted, most probably without foundation, that
the election of this gentleman was the principal
Teason which induced the Carlist leaders to aet
With such precipitation in proclaiming the infante

._ the other anteiglesine (dol .i%fﬂkmﬂdﬂj; then the towns
jSganing "H’Hﬁ Bormeo and Bilbao, then fllow the members for
‘ﬁlﬂﬁmi_mn those for the valley of Durango, snd last

948 for the valley of Orozen, The same is the rulo in the sistor
Atesnce of Alava und Guipnscoa: it isalsoan imvanable eustom
s I, never t:u allude to any member by his gwn name, but always
¥ Hhat of bis town, Fip inetance, “ Dmrango has asserted so

Al 80, which Elorno approves of, but which Bermeo entirel
...' - 5 l ll
1Eiroly M'ﬁq}m,"‘ By
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king of Spain, the very instant the DEWS arrive
the King Ferdinand’s decease.® r
If the Basque provinces possess privileg o8 3
respect to the rest of Spain, so also is theirg
soil overrun with distinctive privileges heI'
to different communities, families, and md
The town of Munguia has the privilege of -.-.
cases in ils courts with a direct appeal to ¥a
dolid.+ The town of Elorrio also claims part
privileges for its inhabitants, in respect to sueg
sion and inheritance. In Ordufia, the cust
Biscay are not adhered to, in the sale of lan
property, nor in the right of succession, nor in
minal cases, the general laws of Spain beingin fol
In some places, such as Durango and Bilbao,
alcaldes are chosen by the huusehﬂldem
Begofia, one or both are named by the Coi
de Hervas, hence known as la patrona de B
For Lequeitio, the family of Adan name th
caldes. At the town of Llodio, the inhah
choose one alealde, and the Conde de Ave il
other : in short, particular privileges meet yo

* The king died on a Tuesday; the Thuorsday more
lowing at three, a. m., the news arrived ; in half
royalists were under arms, and crying throngh t.hla
Vien Carlor Quinto! Death to the liberals, Chri
hevetees |

t This town (Munguia) contains more lawyers than H
in Biseay. There are about 400 familics, of whom ak '-"*"-_.
are lawyers. The Basque peasantry are as litigions as 4 |
mans; for the merest trifle they gu to law with each other. _"'
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.step: not only is nearly all the property in
» country entailed, but even particular employ-
ents become the appanage of certain families,
and as such, are entailed ; for instance, in Bilbao
there are twelve escribanias or notarial offices, one
f which iz in the gift of the Mazarredo family;
~indeed, I believe they are all owned by one family
or another.

~ The provincial revenues of Biscay are derived
from, 1st, the tobacco rent. The duty on this
article is usually fixed at 2#rs. vn. per lb.; this
‘produced tothe diputacion about 15,000/, annually,

1 R
&

4 prodigious sum for such a small population; but
the wonder diminishes when we consider that
fully two-thirds is smuggled into Castille, where
the duties are only fifteen-fold higher. 2d. Duties
on wines and spirits of eight rs. vn. each cantaro
(four gallons). 3rd. Duty levied on iron, of half
a real per quintal macho, equal to 150 1bs. English.
4th. A proportion of the land-tax, usually fixed at
4 per cent. on the rental—this tax in Bilbao and
1 galite is collected by the town municipalities,
and I am of opinion only one-fourth belongs to the
diputs ion, Sth. Sundry small revenues arising
fom tolls, roads, markets, &c., of trifling import.
i these revenues exceeded 30,000/, annually,
__:.__l.:mle::-'- that country ; their expenses (those
_dlfllﬂlﬂiﬁn} consisted in defrayin g the salaries
g persons employed in the administration ;
ing and clothing the miqueletes or armed police;
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paying grants of money made by the j L
roads, schools, &e. Not a little was expen
Madrid, in * keeping up their interest at court
and it appears that from 1823 to 1838, not op
were large sums expended in purchasing stores
arms, clothing, and ammunition, but there w
still enough left to make a decent fortune for ty
at least, of the diputados during that time. O
of these greatly increased and improved his sm
paternal property near Sornoza; the other buil
good row of houses in the town of Munguia,

The revenues of the different mummpah
Biscay, Alava, and Guipuscoa, are usually de
from a tax on wines and spirits, and from th& _
nopolies of bread and meat. Not that the mul
cipality exercise the functions of butcher, baks

¢., but that they sell the privilege of killi
cattle, or selling bread within their jurisdicti
for one year. The parish of Deusto, near Bill
received for their shambles (mataduria) one th
sand ducats annually, about 110.. The m
Bilbao did derive an enormous income from t
two branches, but lately (1836) the municipal
nobly abolished their own monopoly, al e'.:'l
any one to follow those callings who was incling

The system of charging a local duty on wi
in each anteiglesia, exclusive of the derechos d
senorio, paid to the diputacion, is unwersﬂ.l 0
the Basque provinces; but as the propri
of each parish or anteiglesia insist on Hmr T
duce being exempt, it follows that every ps *"':-
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must drink its own growth, be it bad or good,
adequate or inadequate to the consumption, or else
pay the duty on that introduced from the neigh-
bouring districts. Now, as the same duty which
1 eded the eutry of good wine into a particular
parish, prevented its export to the neighbouring
villages in years of abundance, it happened that in
some years (1832) wine might be bought for two
- quartos the azumbre, equal to 11d, the gallon, in
'yartic:u‘]ar places, whilst all the year 1836, it would
~ have been hard to get it for twelve times or even
~ sixteen times that price; a sort of epitome of our
corn laws in miniature.
: The revenues of Alava and Guipuscoa together
would scarcely equal that of Biscay alone, but
 their expenses were much less: as in Biscay the
provineial revenues were managed by the diputa-
cion which was elected, in the same manner. The
- diputado for Alava, Don Valentin Verastegui having
) E‘BBII constantly elected for a number of years fol-
- lowing, was generally known by the name of Valen-
 tine the First. 1Ishould consider that the govern-
Madrid received from the three Basque
Provinces about 20,000/, annually; not a very large
(8Um, certainly, but which was not paid without
murmuring and continual remonstrances on
their part,

POPULATION,

tjl_fhera_-lgﬁ.b_een no census of the Basque pro-
Vilices taken since 1797, at which period, accord-
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ing to the account published in 1801, the numb
were, — -

Makes from 16 &0 S0 Einder i, Femoales.  Tlacwy,
abive B,
Eingle «.oe.. 6300 1160 Secular.
Apays | Married..... H?EE} 248 Hegular.
Widowers.as., 305 227 Femals,

69158 S
15367 18284 33872 1635

5. 113058 764 :
Emrumnn{m' 111535} 23M3  EHl4S 56003 1471 40 B

W. 500 458 P,
105962

B. 10078 {1&5&!&

M. 14345 > 25026 28134 58276 17604 325 R,
113196

8. 23897 : {z:rm -

M. 31781 > 57126 55203 109309 4672+ 1287 R
Naulm{ : LHEI} a7
226400

e

314716 = 120862 + 126RA6 + 257460 + 9538

Thus we find that in 1797, the number of peo
able to bear arms in the four provinces §
120,862. The population has ever since b
steadily increasing ; the war of independences
off a good many of the Navarrese, although B
few of the Basques, who can scarcely be saif
have made any resistance to the French priof
1812. Nor were the years 1820—1823, althou
years of warfare, very destructive to the popil

Biscay was caleulated to contain 140,000
L R risasensnsss - B0.000
Guipuzcos. . .. ..ouvesnsacanss 125,000
NOVEITE ..o vnvnsnnannanvasns 260,000

Making & total of.... 605,000
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hich number will give the following propor-
jous, according to the preceding table :—

From 12 Alrre 2,
| tm e, =mder |8

80,610 84800 72,072 2,218 — 140,000
17,376 21,150 89,181 1,893 80,000
27,527 20,652 €6,0387 1,784 125000
65,574 63,507 125,521 5,308 260,000

g, 141,787 148,108 302,811 11,293

.‘i}.:".; able to bear arms, 23'43p.cent. of the population
© Males unable to bear arms, 2404
Fumnles, 50005
Clergy, 1-58
Wi

g number of married people would be as
follows :—

= In Alava, 10,158

' 13,606
A w 1?*:751 88,035
i Navarre, 36,530 '
~ The military organization of the provinces,
between 1823—1833, was carried into complete
&ffect by the Carlist dipufaciones in Biscay and
lava. In the adjoining province of Guipuscoa,
the presence of the captain-general, with the gar-
i5on of San Sebastian, served as a slight check,
d still more the presence of numerous landed
oprietors, who, being attached to the queen’s
se, discouraged the arming of the peasantry by
- tie means in their power. In Navarre, the
yalist volunteers were very numerous, although
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they were but indifferently equipped.
perior resources of Biscay, and their uncontrol
possession of the country, enabled the dzp acig
to perfect their arrangements. Numbers of ez
which had long been abandoned as unservi .f
were repaired and fitted for service; ]arge us
tities of gunpowder imported ; and arms of
descriptions carefully warehoused. All this s
not so secretly done, but that the Madrid goves
ment knew of their proceedings, of which how |
they took no notice. A short time after the o
break in 1833, I was informed at the diputacio
that the number of royalists on the muster-rolls
Biscay was 14,276, an immense number, in
portion to the population, being nearly one-half
those able to bear arms. As will be shown
after, when active service began, much incon¥
nience was experienced from the w:thdm
such a large proportion of the population 1
thewr homes, since fully one-third were mz
In Guipuscoa the enlistment was not so hea¥
the number being between 8,000 and 9,000, 1
Alava, Verastegui had enrolled a large force, i
bably nothing short of 6,000. The royalists |
Navarre, with the Rioja, did not fall s!mﬂf
30,000. Thus, the Carlist party in the Ba
provinces, when they rese in favour of n 1l
had an organised militia of near 57,000 men, ¥ U
a further stock of about 80,000 men able to beil
arms, on which to fall back as a reserve, and they

L
£ IIE

s
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 ¢ould safely count upon an annual crop of at least
7 ,000* young men, for several years to come. It
is true, that from these numbers no small deduction
ﬁuﬂt be made for those well affected to the
queen’s cause, and those who, residing in lower
Navarre, or in the fortified towns, incurred some
risk in joining the faction. However, I alter not
the numbers, because,—1. If I am to strike off
15,000 or 20,000 of the male population as favour-
able to the queen, as many will have to be added
for recruits raised in Castille, deserters from the
queen’s army, and Carlist volunteers from the in-
terior of Spain. 2. Although the queen’s forces
F held lower Navarre, and do so still, that has not
[- in the a_]ightent degree_z prevented the young men
~ from joining the faction. About 300 left Pam-
P plona in one week.t When I passed through
i Puente la Reina, in 1835, where there had been a
E garrison for two years, scareely a2 man was to be
: secn.  Here, in Bilbao, the whole of the Carlist
part of the population have gone to the Carlist
ranks. Occasionally one or two return, because
they have some business to settle in the town.
They deliver up an old musket, tell some story

" 1 have estimnted the births in the Basque provinces at 485
per thousand annsally : of this number there will be, males, 24-2;
females, 24-3; then from the number of males subtract 19775,
E‘:nmn beourring prior to their seventeenth year, there will

Femnan 1145 # 1000=11-45 X 605=64927

t June, 1834

vearly crop,
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about their desengano, and get leave to go to ¢
homes. On enquiring about them a month g
afterwards, you are told—* Oh! 80 and 8o,
has been gone long ago.” Therefore the numbe
above, may be fairly taken to represent |
actual and perspective force with which the Cagl
Basques began the struggle to place Charles up
the throne of Spain. And yet Mr. Her u'_
states, that when Zumalacarreguy took the
mand, he could not muster 150 men! Tt is ban
possible, that when the ex-colonel of the regime
of Africa left the queen’s service, to join -
the pretender, on his first arrival he might §
only 150 men disposed to obey his ﬂrderr
when his authority was once recognised, as ¢
mander-in-chief of the Carlist forces, he +-.m:
to stamp his foot, and forty battalions would | :.
up, =0 excellent was the organization of the |
vinces ; for which both Don Carlos and his gé
rals might thank Verastegui and Valdespina.

It 1s time to say something respecting that syst
which has enabled a small province to maint
30,000 soldiers for four years, to resist Eucce'
the attacks of five armies, and even now, Octobl
1837, although one-third of their territory, and
their chief cities are still in the hands of their foi
their troops overrun the Castiles and Arag
where, if not always successful, they hold ups
even fight. e

The first consideration with the Carlist leadé
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as, that their troops should never lack food.
Phis object being constantly in view, the whole

rovince was divided into districts, and a commis-
ary appointed for each. Every town and village,
even the smallest barrio or hamlet of half a
n houses,* was assessed at so many rations
ﬁm the total number for the entire province
Bﬂ-ﬂ&j’ being 10,290 rations of meat and bread
sy, and 29,600 rations of wine weekly.t As the
*at ration was one pound, that of bread one pound
d a half, and that of wine one pint, it follows
{ t the weekly contributions, in provisions alone,
_.' mounted to 72,030 pounds of meat, equal to about
_ um, 108,045 pounds of bread, and 3,700
s of wine. Thrice a week the rations were
*cted in some convenient place of each antei-
1, when the alcalde, agreeably to the orders he
v&d from the commissary, despatched them
¢ hﬁad -quarters. Those districts wherein the
_:;-.r.. were quartered, had, of course, to find for
 immediate wants, a quantity of rations far
eyond their guota, for which the commissary
s e them eredit, so that they ceased supplying
f until their advance was made up. Itis,
" course, understood, that salt, oil, fuel, and
¢ had to be found for the soldiery, in addi-

]m.hhn-iu of Bolivar, in the Marquina district, was
F ﬂﬂimﬂﬂr

-~ g to the printad circular, =
igned by the Carlist di-
1, in Octoher 15835 :

H
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tion., In Navarre, the Carlists had to adopt rat
a different system. There they compe
farmers, after getting in their crops, to send he
contributions of corn to certain places wﬁiﬂh'-'_
appointed. The corn so gathered was placed
positos, the same as the silos of northern A
and issued to the commissary, to be groung
distributed as was required. i

The clothing of the troops was provided #
although but indifferently, by cloth purchased
France or Bilbao, or stolen in a marauding |
cursion into Castille, and made up in the
vinces; certain quantities being sent to each
the towns, such as Vergara, Villafranca, Segi
Ofiate, with orders for the return of so many
CaApS, Or trowsers in a given time. On receiy
eloth, the alcalde or ayuntamiento summone
the tailors, set them to work nolens volens, at
out. As fast as the sastres drafied out the ha
liments, they were hastily carried to the houses
the inhabitants, with orders to have them ms
up mstantly, (those suspected of liberal sentim
usually having the largest share). A travell
coming into a village which had just recei
such a commission, would find all the fems
employed the same way —making jackets or trol
sers. In this manner was clothed and fed,

a small country, not containing one-eighth of
population, an army as numerous as that nrf
varia.



But, it must be observed, that prior to the
capture of the queen’s garrisons in the small
towns of the Basque provinces, it was found
wholly impossible to levy the rations with that
regularity which was afterwards attained, The
commissaries and generals accordingly, between
‘October 1833, and September 1835, scized pro-
yisions wherever they eould find them, giving
~ their owners ““ bonos” for the amount, payable
after the king enters Madrid. Now, since, in the
war of 1821-3, the Carlist chiefs had in a similar
- manuner paid for their supplies with these bonos,
which were in due time fairly liquidated at Ma-
 drid, the peasantry, bearing this in mind, took these
notes of hand greedily. The Carlists’ commanders
- were prodigal in their issue, and in two years the
- amount of this paper for Biscay alone was eighty
- millions of reals, while for the entire provinces
- the amount would not be underrated at two
- hundred millions of reals. At present (Oct. 1837),
L, the debt is probably twice as much; and it has
2 ?ean of incalculable service to the Carlists, for
the Basque peasantry are now obliged to support
L lft-'r, or else they will never get a farthing of
- What is due to them.

_ﬁmwuhﬂﬂ“driﬂﬂ’ the large quantities of arms
. ammunition gathered together by the aposto-
ical party, prior to the breaking out of the war,
Carlists soon found themselves in want of
ath.  The excessive bumidity of the climate, the
n 2
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carelessness of the men, and the nature of
war, all contributed to increase the consump
of ammunition and to render fire-a |
serviceable. Here the Carlists received ap
from the population of the Basque proviiy
which, probably, might have been sought f¢
vain in any other European province or di "__
Throughout Biscay and Guipuscoa iron abou
and the manufacture of this metal in all its &6
employs numerous hands. These, however,
not, as in Great Britain, gathered n
huge manufactories, but are dispersed over
country, working at the ferrerias, as these
works are termed. The iron-works of Biscay’
Guipuscoa produced before the war about 15
tons annually of iron, which bore an averagej
of about 16s. to 175 per cwt, Besideﬁ
JSerrerias, where the ore was smelted, ther
several towns where the inhabitants d
themselves to the manufacture of arms and i
mongery in general. The principal .
Eybar, Plasencia, Elgoybar, Elgueta, Dura
Ochandiano, Tolosa, Vergara, and Balma
but the manufactory of small arms, swords,
nets, &c., is chiefly confined to the first
places, that at Plasencia being a royal or ;-'_.

ment establishment. Probably not less than
third, certainly not less than one-fourth,
population of Biscay and Guipuscoa denveﬁ
principal means of support from the iron ma
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tures, Let it be considered, therefore, what
immense advantage was possessed by the Car-
ists in thus having a population at their disposal,
'_..-..r, EvVery fourth man understood how to
lean and repair his musquet, and which could
Murnish thousands of able and skilful workmen for
the making of arms and accoutrements of all de-
‘geriptions.  Nor were they less fortunate in the
manufacture of gunpowder; their forests furnished
nexhauvstible supplies of charcoal, which the long
practice of the charcoal-burners employed for the
ferrerias, enabled them to make of a superior
~quality, whence, perhaps, the great strength of
their gunpowder, in the manufacture of which
many friars were employed. At first their only
- manufactory was in the woods of Ereiio; subse-
quently, another was established at Ofate. The salt-
petre and sulphur required in these manufactories
re brought from France; vast quantities were
1;||:||=|:1=1113r arriving, and the kolymen, both at Onate
Erenu, warked with a will incessantly; still the
onsumption of the Carlist army was so immense,
at great difficulty was often experienced for
vant of ammunition. It must here be observed
: L since the queen’s forces for the first elghteen
onths of the civil war garrisoned the towns of
» Eybar, Ochandiano, Vergara, and Du-
Sng the Carlists were frequently straitened for
' _j:_:' {uets, for, although they had abundance of
Hkmen, the tools and machines requisite for the
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manufacture of small arms were not so e
attainable : however, the preremptory comm
of Zumalacarreguy and the zeal of the dsi :
managed to fit up a manufactory near’
Navarre, and another near Segpura. The t
at Orbaiceta, in Navarre, was worked |
Carlists, and although Mina and Valdez at +u
times destroyed what they could find of
works, they were soon put in order ag
was at Orbaiceta that the mortar was cast w
enabled Zamalacarreguy to reduce the smg
risons in the provinces: afterwards the prin
foundry of the Carlists was removed to i
where the howitzers and mortars emploved ag
Bilbao were cast under the direction i
Jomas Reyna, an artillery officer, who ]
serted the banuers of Spain to join the factiv
It has been shewn how the Carlists conts
to feed, clothe, and arm the numerous f&
raised to carry on the war; it remains to
some observations as to their pecuniary resoul
Previously to the death of Ferdinand, the B
diputacion had a surplus in hand of about 10,0€
they levied on the commerce of Bilbao two
tributions of 20,0004, each; but of the seco
above three-fourths was collected, In -
some funds were also laid by, but in Guipt
and Navarre nothing, for the real consgio of
kingdom, together with the captain-general,
clared for the queen, and, of course, kept po
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of the treasury. After the Carhsis were
seven from Bilbao and Vitoria, for some months
ey seem to have exacted money wherever they
puld get it: at length, the necessities of their
prces becoming more urgent, the deputies from
he different provinces met in 1834, and drew up
Aariff of custom-house duties, payable upon all
‘goods imported into the Basque provinces and
Navarre from France, or prmaﬂding from Bilbao

uther towns held by the queen’s troops. This
tariff was agreed to at the juntas de Guernica,
J.. d signed by the diputadoes, the curates of Mar-

uina-. and La;rah-ﬂsua Thus, the Dariiat party of

snded thﬂj’ were in arms to dﬂfﬂnd * The next
mhn&q&&ﬂntﬂthﬂ rents of all the parti-
s of the queen throughout the provineces ; this
ured an immense income, for certainly above
-thmdﬁ of the rental of the provinces belonged
Ihe- Constitutionalists.f Then they proceeded

H

3 !Tha&nhaalmmib;rﬂmmnfvmmﬂmutnnﬂthudnfthum
exscted upon similar goods by the Spanish Arancel, and the Ma-
i government eould not possibly do butier than to burn their
'. ! hnﬁ'nnﬂl&npi that of the Carlists: it wonld inercase their
Bt huuwmmnns o0 per cent.,, and go very far to stop

4 “REMhmywhntmnyhethunumtmr of the chief
"-' h mthafmupmmmunthu&rdauf(‘haﬂm but yon
bﬂﬁij'mt,mm undeniable facky that the nmense mijo-
ﬂf'ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬂﬂnﬂnﬂeﬂmﬂ:mnumhcr wealth, and talent, are in
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to sequestrate the rents of those families
emigrated, anxious to withdraw from ﬂm
without compromising themselves with
party. Next they seized and sold the
cattle, and other moveables belonging te
liberals; and not content with this,
messages to the principal proprietors dw
Bilbao, San Sebastian, and Vitoria, de .
large sums of money, threatening, in case
fusal, to burn their houses. Some we 3
enough to comply, but they did not save
property, which was impartially burnt,
with the houses of those who scorned bargs
with an enemy whose treachery and bad
were too notorious.* In addition to he
ansing from these sources, the country ge
were heavily taxed, the usual form beinga po
levied upon cach family, the amount of
varied from one dollar per week to seven, ae
ing to the means of the individual, and als
cording to his suspected political opinions.

favour of the queen.”"— FLetter from Don Mazime de
Barrondo to the author, dated Bilbao, 27th Sept, 1887,

* The honse of T, Gregorio de Aguirre near the Puent
de la Boluefa, was bumt after money had heen 1-'--'::'
paid as the price of forbearance. The country seat of the
family in Baracaldo was burnt, as was that of l"nlmll{
commandant of the nationals of Bilbaos, The Fﬂ-ﬂﬁl
the property they could lay their hands on bu:-lﬂng'mg W o
tleman : in short, to enumerate all those whe were ple
them, wonld be endless,
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|| these sams, joined to the ordinary revenue
’.’pmrinué, were insufficient, large subsidies
e occasionally demanded, which sometimes
- enforced, and once or twice were (as I have
1d) abandoned in consequence of the discon-
t of the people. Enquiring of some gentlemen
¢ll acquainted with the administration of the
ovinces, at what amount they estimated the
ims extracted from the three Basque provinces
v the Carlists, during the four years of warfare,
hey gave it as their opinion that above five mil-
ions of dollars in money alone had been raised —

R

fourfold the amount of the revenue in time

R

. If to this amount be added the value of

rovisions, clothing, cffects, and stores of all kinds

mished to the army, labour of the peasantry,
s also the exactions of the queen’s troops, de-
truction of property on both sides, &c., it will be
und that the Basques have subscribed very
ndsomely towards the cause of the Pretender,
id yet the enterprise is not half accomplished.
Jpon the revolt of the provinces in October
#99, there were no other regular forces to su p-
: 2 central government than those composing
8 garrison of San Sebastian. At first the aged
=- der, D. Federico Castafion, with one
_.__.__'-‘-‘-m of the Gth light wnfantry, pushed for-
88 to Tolosa, where he was soon joined by
.._.Jﬁuﬂ:gtrj‘ (aliaz El *Pastor). At their
068, several of the inhabitants took up arms,
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and preparations were made for a defence
the Biscay militia, marching to join tha. Fui
coans, such overpowering numbers came
to the attack, that Castafion and Jau
cuated Tolosa and fell back upon San 8
Now this short expedition sufficed to pmn
the Carlist leaders the error they had commj
in admitting so many married men in thei.r- ol
there was no getting rid of the women, who %
seen marching by scores alongside of thek
bands in each company, and their encampm
reminded the spectator of a German or Musece
emigration. Soon after the evacuation of Bil
the Carlist leaders disbanded the old militia.
talions, and raised the following in their stead

Tha 1st battalinn of Bizcay consisted of men from Dilbaoend its n

Emi.....;:ln.......”.H..............Eumn:a,.Dunna;n. "
Bt onniini R A LT R Munguia, Erandio..
dth...... 0. ceusvaneirnrsreossaseres Valley of Arvatis.
: Elth......du.i........................Bnrmumiml-tha
Bth o osoontl cananogaennnnsansnsssn s Oroneo, Ontinmd

- TR, G i i A A B B e The Encartaciones. "

Eﬂ] ------ A0 ensunwnssnsainnn lli---i--ﬂfhandjﬂnﬂ" -4 PRI '|l!_
1

Each battalion had its complement fixed at'
men and officers: however, this was pu
minal, for nothing was more uncertain than
numbers of these battalions. After an unsuces
ful action, or during a period of inactivity,
strength of the battalions will fall off to one-t
of their number, or even less. The prud
leaders, well knowing their countrymen,

3
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 time to recover from their despondency, for
knuw when and where to find their stray
p; so, after some fifteen or twenty days have
, they begin collecting. The first that
urn m their ranks are scarcely chidden, but
& colonel becomes severe as his files thicken;
and when few only are missing, parties are sent
40 their houses, and if the men are mot forth-
coming, their fathers are severely punished; 50,
100, and even 200 lashes (palvos) is no uncommaon
?mmhment for the innocent and aged father of a
eserter to receive. Castor Andachaga and 1bai-
Ma] have been known to thrash, and that right
oundly, one-half the aldeanes of Somorrostro and
F ndm. because the young men of those villages
‘were missing from their respective battalions.
~ In Guipuscea the standing force was also fixed
~ at eight battalions, in Alava at six, while that
province raised three squadrons of cavalry, Biscay
“and Guipuscoa one each, and very pgreat service
was rendered by the cavalry, notwithstanding the
mountainous nature of the country. The queen’s
als did not like to bring {!H.Tﬂll‘]l" into the
provinces, for an excellent reason, since, from the
mnugemﬂnt of the leaders it was of little or
m It may be asserted, without fear of
eontradiction, that a single squadron of lancers
H‘I’Iﬂ:mlhle in the hands of a good general, let
mﬁﬁ'}" be never so mountainous.
vavarre raised twelve battalions and four squa-

i
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drong, and a battalion of guides: Alava and €
puscoa had also their battalions of guides; the
troops were supposed to be the crack corps
each province, and received, or at least we ' )
mised, higher pay than the rest of the army.
corps of artillery was chiefly organised from :
ters of the French legion and the queen’s reg i
forces —it was never very numerous, and |
siege of Bilbao pretty nearly cleared ont |
whole concern. Thus it will be seen that
total forces raised by the Carlist party in Nava
and the Basque provinces are not less than thi
seven battalions and nine squadrons, to whi
must be added a ninth battalion for Biscay a
Guipuscoa, and a seventh for Alava, two |
ditional, the thirteenth and fourteenth,
included for Navarre; thus making in all forty-t
battalions and nine squadrons: but I am dis
clined to think that this additional” number
battalions gives any additional force: to 1
it is very doubtful that these battalions el
averaged six hundred effectives, and now that
have increased the number, it is most likely
expense of the strength of the battalions. Tak

the forces raised in the most unfavourable point
view, it shews that four provinces, with a popu
tion not exceeding that of Kent and Surry,
tained, out of its own children, an army of 24,0
men, which was kept continually recruited throuj
a bloody war of four years, and now, when ent
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~ing on the fifth campaign the army s ]-ath.e:r inr‘
~ ereased than otherwise. [ do not notice in this
e the numerous battalions of Castilians and
Aragonese which the Carlists have raised out of
the deserters and prisoners from the queen’s
~ grmies; true it is that the lavish expenditure of
their blood has often gained an advauntage for
which the Basque battalions have received the
praise ; such is natural and to be expected. The
heavy losses they have sustained before San
Sebastian and Bilbao have been suppressed, be-
cause nobody was interested in their well-doing
beyond the officers; even the merits were usually
ascribed to some Navarrese or Guipuscoan regi-
ment.

At the risk of being accounted tedious, I have
been thus far minute in this sketch of the Basque
provinees, for it has been my object to clearly
point out,—1st. In what their privileges or fueros
with respect to the rest of Spain really consisted.
2nd. How completely the Carlist party had gained
the ascendancy over the minds of the population,
and with what forethought they had organised the
civil and military administration of the provinces.
- 9rd. And how extensive and formidable their re-
- Sources really were to sustain the contest which
- their leaders knew was inevitable. Far different
from what is generally known or believed, it has
: been my task conclusively to prove that the means
- of the faction when they proclaimed the Infante,
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were equal, if not superior to those of
queen’s government, particularly if the ns
the country and the character of the inhabit
are considered. On their side we behold -!'__}:-"
vinces, with a population of six hundred .a::- :
souls, speaking a different language, uf
manners, fanatically enthusiastic, and yield
plicit obedience to their chief. On the md;
Christinos we hehold a mighty array of p 0
and an imposing army : but the gnvernmﬂ
the hands of a female; every branch of the adm
tration swarms with open or concealed ene
the very constitutionalists divided into
dissensions in the provinces ; even the fidelif
the army is doubt{ul; while an enormous fore
royalists, whose numhars were counted hjr
dreds of thousands, and whose hostility .
be doubted, was in arms, waiting apparently
for the signal or a leader to rise. Ung
these disadvantages, did the reign of Isabel -,;'-"
begin, and for my part I am more surprised &
want of success on the side of the Ld.rllsu;,
that the queen’s government with such insuff )
means, and amidst such jarring e]emeut&.
hitherto been unable to terminate the war. |
they have been so far able to control the ins
rection, that up to the present time (October 188
the pretender has been unable to obtain poss
sion of any town of consequence, is a tolera
proof that beyond the limits of the Basque :
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s the feelings and wishes of the people are
avour of Justice, Right and Isabel.

Let us now examine more in detail the resources
wsessed by the queen’s government at the period
acﬂﬁlliﬂﬂ to the throne.

Had her father Ferdinand VII. died of his ill-
ess at the Granja in September 1832, there is
arcely a doubt but that Charles would have
cceeded him on the throne without trouble ; for
__'_ mly were the dying monarch’s fears so wrought
pon by his priestly attendants, that he annulled
s testament in favour of his danghier, (to which
i wife the Queen Christina with a noble charity
ine'lmg that cannot be too highly appﬁaclated
> her consent,) but all the provinces were
d by his partizans, and the then ministry was
".'_ evoted to him. However, Providence was pleased
to spare the Spanish monarch’s life, and it is well
rn that, on his recovery, indignant at the fraud
imposed upon him, he dismissed his ministers,
aking in their stead others not quite so subser-

ient to his brother's interests. Soon afterwards

& sanguinary tyrants of Galiciaand Catalufia,—

and the Conde de Espafia, were deprived

Sithe; commands, as were also Moreno and
impana; by degrees the provinces were freed
:J'-_he rule of the Carlist chiefs, and latterly
& progress was made in disarming the royalist
But the long rule of the Carlists,
d by the high churchmen, had filled every
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department of the government with the
tures. In another place T have said ¢
Spanish provinces are overspread with a tri
work of functionaries, civil, military, and ¢
the former were Carlists ex officio. The o
pleados of the government of IBED—E W
turned out, and their places given to Cq
herents. It was the same with the arm
the officers of the constitutional army 183
were compelled to leave, or else to e
strict examination by a Carlist tribunal, to
themselves pure from the least taint of lik
— (purificarse — those that could not pass
ordeal were styled * impurificados” and
no pay); their places were filled by a ;,.::_
guerillas, from the provinces of the '
and La Mancha chiefly; among whom ,J
cent conduct was rare, respectability of bir
education much more so. After the ;.___I_
years of their reign, the Carlists were comp

to relax some of their regulations, or Elﬁ-ﬂ
fourths of the geniry of Spain would l:m
shut out from the government service. ¥
officers of good families began to enter thﬁ
but as the line regiments were filled with
guerilleros and old subalterns from America
that had sufficient interest entered the -_e=,-
- However, the Carlists never much trustec
army ; their principal reliance was
royalist volunteers, a force which might be

| s

.-r:'
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e devoted to them. The regular army was
Jected, until the revolution of 1830 roused
n from their apathy; then the forces were
preased, and a better description of officers
ran to be introduced, amongst whom were many
o until then had been on the list of impurifica-
. General Llauder, being named inspector-
gneral, introduced some useful reforms, and both
'mg!mentu of the line, and the cavalry began
,.'ihuw signs of improvement: the provincial
giments continued the same as ever, the ma-
ity of the officers being decided Carlists.

TE OF THE SPANISH ARMY AT THE BEGINNING OF THE

WAR, 1833,
Captains Geners! ......cv0e. 7*
lefrhmuu S TR as B
H’!ﬂ'ﬂl . ftEs A m AR s E R IHF
% “1 R LR BRI N Ml
—_— & 5342
INPANTRY Strength
Tegm.  Einite. u::. Thstal

-_l:il'th]hp.lﬂﬂrd 4 & 1008 BG4
B of the Prov, R, Guard 4 12 oo 4600

b of the Line 17 47 750 34650
do,  Light i 12 700 B400
' Prov, Regis, 42 42 60 25300
85,914
AVALAY,
ayal Gused 1 16 200 J200
iz £5 200 S0
o o 8,200

. nw twa . as ; i .
o wre Baglish ; viz. the Duke of Cludad Rodrigo,

I
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ARTILLERY. =
Regiments 3 strength 1000 each 30 #
Battalions 2 500 004
Byuadrons 2 120 '-'-.'La-
Comps, of Artificers 5 100- 500

Do. of Garrison 10 B0 A 0
=
Offcers af Artillery.
General 1
Snb-In 5
{ Chiefs (Gefes de Epouela) 5
Colonels 24
Liratenant Colonels 33
Majors 11
T brevet 9
Captains B
Lisutenants 83
Bub-Lisutenants 115
— 383
BAFPERS, MINERS, ENOTNEERS.
Generals 3
Brigadiers i
Colonels 17
Lientenant-cols. 18
Majors B
b 2od 2
Captains 50
Lieutenanta 51
is 2nd 14

Two Bottalions —14 Comp. 1120

== " — = .

STATE OF THE SPANISH ARMY, 1836.

Emﬂﬂﬂml LEE RN N LR NN EY ?
Licutenants General .. ciccenennsas 73

H‘J’ﬂ“ i EE RN N T ey 159
Bﬂm ". PSS FEREA RS ﬂ"-

A e



T Brought forward e
ROTAL GUARD.

ik kriillory. Cavaly.  Infasivy,

Y H ol L]

1 : 35, LU 1M

4 Regts. 8 Batts. g o A
‘Artillery 1 Troop

. 3 Batterics §

Infantry of the Guard, G Batts, e

380 4500 13,120 - 7940

Egch,
% 57 1000 57000
light B 17 1200 20400
and Engineers iasin
of the Line 6 Regts. 24 180 each 4320
light 7 29 150 4350
PFROVINCLAL.
rta, Trfantry each 1200 54400
e 143,670
Total 162,233
NECAPITULATION. S i
Staff 623
Infantey 140820
Artillery, &a. 7520
162,

T -- appears, at first sight, an imposing force ;
Us efficacy was soon found to be greatly
BBty ised, by the number of Carlist officers it
ned. So it was in all the branches of the
Ministration; the cause of the queen had greatly
'Proved it is true, between the period of King
“nand's sickness at the Granja, and that of
"decease. Freed from the yoke of the Carlist

1 2
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viceroys, the provinces proclaimed Isabel
where, the Basque provinces only excepte
unhesitating recognition of her title by thﬁ“
and neighbouring nations of France, Grea
and Portugal, tended to fix some of the wa
all the fortified towns obeyed the quaen', -
Sarsfield and Rodil gave in their adherence,
fondly hoped that the Carlists would
contest. Nothing was farther from their intef
together with the central government, the
inherited all the accumulated burthen of
which the corruption of ages had entai]ell'_'
She had succeeded to a government, where
time immemorial, every thing had been cone
by intrigue and chicanery, whereof the spi
action were antiquated, and unsuited either
wants or wishes of the nation: the ranks
administration were filled with hollow frient
concealed enemies, who, at every reverse,
doned her standard in crowds, for thti:__
pretender; and who, notwithstanding,
desertion revealed their sentiments, could B
be detected nor punished ; and, worse -':";_
the young queen was obliged to trust imp
that army, which she knew was parﬂj" ﬁ_'_
mnterest of her foes. '
However, out of this chaos, after a conl#
four years, the dawn of a better day appeas
varying fortunes of the war have induced the
lists every where to declare themselves, @
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s of the administration are no longer thronged
’ the guppeﬂ:&ﬁ and partisans.ﬂf Charles ; n
i army also, desertion has done its worst, and
sre is probably at the present time, hardly a
ele officer who from preference would join the
lists, The defenders of Isabel have shaken
slves tolerably clear of the suspicious cha-
introduced by Saez and Calomarde, and
w face the pretender openly, whose chances of
mecess will have disappeared, when he can no
ger count upon treachery among his opponents.
| dﬂml;aling contest may, Jand probably will be
earrie m for years to come, and myriads of lives
sacrificed, in addition to the tens of thousands
ready Wisted ; but of the final defeat of the pre-
nder and his unholy cause, there is no reason to
tertain a doubt.
1 cannot conclude this Introduction, without
ituring a few observations upon the guestio
raly of ** French intervention,” or foreign inter-
fence in gemeral. We have seen, in 1823, the
encl army, commanded by the Duc d’Angou-
em 2, joining the rural insurrection in Aragon and
e, break up the constitutional party, and
¢ Ferdinand in the plenitude of absolutism,
slmrl: campaign of six months. Then the
¥ of the elder branch of the Bourbons ruled
_'_:'-' ‘which now obeys the skilful hand of the
the Orleans line ; therefore the advocates
ich intervention ery aloud to the Prench
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government of 1836, to repair the evils inflicte
Spain constitutional by that of 1823: but thee
are different. When the cabinet of Louis XV
ventured upon the enterprise of overtu
constitutional government of 1820—23, the
with them the sympathies of all the great po
in Europe, except Great Britain. No peop
thoroughly know the Spaniards as the Frer
M. de Villele was not behind his countryn
this respect, and to his penetration it appe
that the shadowy and disjointed democrag
Spain, supported only by the bourgeoisic ang
undisciplined army, without even hopes of as
ance from abroad,—at home, scarce able
head against the rural population, which, u
their clergy, was daily narrowing its sway,—¢
hardly be capable of offering any very sel
opposition to the armies of France. The &
proved that the sagacious minister of Louis
was 1n the right,

Now let us examine the question of interven
in 1834—7, by Louis Philippe. Immediatel;
the late King of Spain’s decease, his hbre
Charles claims the crown ; the northern provit
tevolt in his behalf; his partisans appear #
aumerous every where, particularly Among
rural population. The great powers, and ma
the secondary states, such as Holland, Sardi
and others, make no secret of their sympathie

his favour: they furnish him with frequent
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eonsiderable supplies; their agents intrigue for
~ him, and are lavish in their promises in his behalf,
Nor is the pretender to the Spanish throne without
the support of a large party, even in France:
W ilst even now (1837), there is a very strong
- party of the Christinos, opposed to any foreign
‘. intervention. Thus the case of French intervention
- at the present day, is far more complicated than
I 1823. Now, should France interfere, she must
- be prepared to brave the hostility of the great
[ powers ; and the army of intervention must be
: itmng enough to extinguish the Carlist faction,
~ and to impose silence upon the dissidents among
- the liberals : and supposing that the French
overnment were to interfere, and that with suc-
- tess; will Spain indemnify her for the expense ?
- ‘Whoever interferes in Spanish affairs, may expect
- 10 have most of the work to do: the expression,
% They are now in for it, as much as we are,—let
o4 #ﬂm ?Fﬂrk;" will often be made use of, Nor are
et likely to get even dry thanks for their trouble;
- e de su interes, sino jamas hubieran intervenids,”
'::-;: b was their _iﬂtﬂ?ﬂﬂt: or else they never would have
 "erlered,) is the reply which 2 Spaniard would
= What Spaniard has ever testified his gratitude
o D"‘;kﬁ ﬂi:Wallingtﬁn and the English army, for
o "~ services in the war of independence? Nonel—
3 ﬂ'ﬂ contrary, I have heard it asserted hundreds
9 limes, that Great Britain owes an immense debt

" * A
Spain, for making that country her battle-held

i
et

by
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against Napoleon! And has any Frenchman
heard his countrymen heartily praised I
Spaniards, for the campaign of 18231
not.

The different ministries of Martinez de la R
Toreno, Mendizabal, Isturitz, all have asked foi
intervention of the French, and to each and §
has been refused. '~ And yet these ministers)
well aware that a large party of the liberals’y
opposed to foreign intervention : still they#
have risked their displeasure, for the sati
of terminating this cruel civil war, of v i
end appeared every day more distant. ’ﬂw
respectable party who support the que&ni
in the Basque provinces, and who have ren
her cause far more services than many oth 2t
vinces, are nearly all advocates for French i
vention : they are quite right; for, benefiting
past experience, they have ceased to ente --",".
hope that the Madrid government will be abl
terminate the civil war. They know, if the ﬂ*
win, their only choice will be emigration ©
scaffold ; while their daily experience o f?.-
queen’s gtm:rals, teaches them that the benefil
the constitution have not yet reached Biscay.'

But admitting, it may be alleged, l'.hat‘
Philippe is unwilling to embroil himself with
northern powers, for the sake of mterfertng‘
affairs of Spain, at least he might have abi
from aiding the pretender in secret!
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sed, he might. The conduct of the French
monarch, in this respect, appears indefensible:
cems even incomprehensible, unless he wished
o foment the war. His connivance at the passage
thre ieh France of the pretendﬂr; his continual
intricues in Madrid, and at the head-quarters of
the Spanish generals; permitting all sorts of sup-
plies to be furnished to the Basque insurgents;
‘having a secret agent at Ofate; allowing the
~ ministerial journals to be filled, month after month,
- with long articles tending to discredit and throw
“an air of ridicule upon the efforts of the Spanish
- constitutionalists, while his aceredited ambassador
was residing at Madrid ; while his ministers pro-
fessed such an anxiety to serve the queen, that
they actually not unfrequently directed the seizure
of forty pounds weight of salt-petre, and six or
seven muskets, two mules, and a pack-saddle,*—
all this has conferred such an unenviable character
- of meanness on the French government, that it is
unpleasant to reflect on it. The result has been,
" ie strengthening the Carlist cause, the prolonga-
.-: i of the war, the great increase of the misery of
the nation,—and, to the French monarch, his own
f' articular detestation, by every party in Spain:
€ the frogs in the fable, the Spaniards cry out,

'fmﬂlmt mmaginary ; it is faithfolly copied from the French
. 'Eh‘ﬂ:l magnifying their serviees for the eausy of the Queen
* ‘ L. On recifloction, 1 wather think T have omitted six
ST and & foraging-cap, but am not certain.
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“ It may be very good sport to you, hl:th
death.” Had the French King been really de
of aiding the Queen of Spain in her endeave
finish the war, it was in his power to ham clo
the frontier to all exports from France, execepi
places held by the queen’s troops. Asthe ’"
insurrection never spread in Upper /
whole extent of the frontier line to be gu :
does not exceed forty miles: but the besty -'
how easy it was for the French army to close §
frontier, had they so chosen, is to be fnuud
fact, that after the loss of Hernani and Irun, {
Carlists preferred trying their luck across
Ebro, to remaining in the provinces with no " ]
resources than such as they could procure fi
France, through the Bastan. However, if the s
of Louis Philippe has been to let both the e
tending parties in Spain have a fair trial of streng
to let them * fight it out,” certainly his pla
have been crowned with success. 1
The French press has also been exceed
active, in circulating unfavourable reports col
cerning the British nation and their furmgn N0, -_
At one time, the English were going to garrise
Santofa, San Sebastian, and Passages; at anothe
they were in possession of Barcelona, Of co :
these were all lies, and so the French news fr:g;;;._
well knew ; the only shadow of foundation ﬁ'n' '
report was, that the English government, h
sent a squadron to assist the Queen of Spain, - !
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pre perly demanded a port of refuge for their ships,
i they fortified of course, for their own pro-
tection. Another story got up by the French
 press was, the “ immense contraband™ carried on
~ by the English. I know that it is almost useless
to confute this ridiculous assertion, for the pub-
lishers and circulators of this story know it to be
false : however, it may be as well to remark, that
the English exports to the north of Spain have
declined to one-third of what they were in 1833,
while those of the French have greatly increased.
As for the projected * commercial treaty™ in
favour of Great Britain, the English minister will
be particularly soft if he allows himself to be
gulled out of a single penny for the sake of a
~ “commercial treaty.” Let the infamous slave-
compact of 1817, be always borne in mind, when-
ever a treaty is in contemplation with Spain*.—
Were the English minister to give the Spanish
nation half a million sterling, for the exclusive
privilege of introducing cottons, &ec., for twenty
Years, at a duty of 10 per cent., such treaty
- Would become the constant theme of vituperation
_ ﬁ;rtha French press; it would be continually in-
fringed by all “good patriots,” and no minisiry,

¥ By the treaty of 1817, Spain agreed to abolish the Blave
Mﬂ, on consideration of the sum of 400,000/, —paid by Great
Brituin, Bpsin took the money Which we were fools enough to

Mﬂﬂlk trade went on as merril
- Wiidd ¥ a8 over; at least, for what
the Spaniards did to the contrary.
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at Madrid, would dare to punish the infraef
No; the only way of dealing with the pen "
nations, is to get them to reduce thmr
duties, if you can, but at the same time insist u
having it extended to all nations alike,
nothing to fear from open rivalry ; and whe
are treated equally, none can complain; in of
words, we should grant no favours, nor rees
any. Should money be lent by Great Britai
Spain, let it be lent by the British to the 8 ar
parliament, a transaction kept perfectly distis
and security of one sort or the other might
given; such as the states of Holland orave
Queen Elizabeth. A

Should the expedition of D. Carlos be i
baffled and driven back into the provinces, T4l
that would be the most opportune time =3'--;_‘
Queen of Spain, and her Cortes, to ask for
united intervention of France and Great B
Enough blood will have been shed to satish
most insatiable, and the pretender, de_iew:t&d
his bad fortune, and probably rather apf '-"
sive for his life, may be inclined to hear
and retire from a fruitless contest. In soch ¢
a simple note from the two powers might be st
cient to induce the Infante to give way. I
the words ““ might be” advisedly; for a weak
under the influence of a blind fanaticism, wh
he mistakes for religion, is not to be judget

ordinary rules,—it is just as likely that he
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ly My trust is in the Virgin and the moun-
" However, since Venus Vietrix proved once
Ithful to the banners of the first Cmsar in
hain, it is possible that even N. S. de los Dolores
ight forsake the standard of her votary, par-
ticularly when opposed to the armies of Spain,
“supported by 50,000 French, and 20,000 British
Burj: should the fortune of war prove favourable
to D. Carlos, should the generals of Isabel, re-
peatedly defeated, be unable to prevent the Car-
list march upon Madrid, and the occupancy of
the capital, there is no need to despair. His
pamesake, the Austrian Archduke, also entered
‘Madrid, but it was but a barren triumph ; so it
‘will prove to the Infante. From the day he enters
‘the capital, the reaction will begin—the Queen
‘and her government should retire to Leon and
raise the Asturias and Galicia. Let those hardy
mountaineers once arm in her behalf, and her
cause is safe; very little assistance from France
~and England would enable her to defy her ““uncle”
o hold him very uneasy on his throne. His life,
8ides, is wearing fast, and not worth two years’
'5_' irchase; the Galician and Asturian provinces
> four times the population of the Basqua
inces, are quite as mountainous, and the in-
1 tants quite as brave. But if, through bad
" enece, the queen is induced to go to Cadiz,
f-ﬂl'lﬂe will be nigh ruined, for the Andalucias
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would make no efforts on her behalf, and how]
would Cadiz like to be burthened with a eg
without a kingdom ?
To conclude, it has been my endeavour, in
introduction, to sketch the state of Spain bef
the war broke out; to state the matured pl
and skilful organizations of the Carlists a
trasted with the feeble and discordant i r
of the Queen’s government. In the f
narrative, it will be my task to make manifest t
the rising of the Basque provinces was
unconnected with their fueros; that they p
claimed the pretender king of Spain, before ey
a voice had been raised, or a line written:
their privileges.—I shall have to show the
““much injured people,” were the most umj
aggressors, and that their bands over-ran Cast
even to the gates of Burgos, long before the fore
of Isabel crossed the Ebro; that it was only
wards, when their own territory was invade 1, a
their hopes of a simultaneous rising all over 8 i
disappointed, that they began to assume
racter of a virtuous race struggling for their an
laws and liberties; and truth will compel t
future historian, when reviewing the causes of 1
disastrous war, to say, * When, afier three e:
turies of uncontrolled and absolute power on i
part of their kings, the people of the peninst
endeavoured to ameliorate their social system, b
allowing the mass of the contributors a voie
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in the government, the most deadly opposition
they experienced was from those favoured pro-
vinces which, exempt from taxes, free {from the
conscription, unmolested by that swarm of em-
ployés which devour the substance of the rest of
Spain, had flourished at the cost of their less
favoured brethren—then did these provinces, so far
from sympathising with their oppressed country-
~men, in their attempts to regain their freedom,
~ exert all their efforts to prevent it; and strange to
say, this wicked, envious, and unjust attack upon
the dawning liberties of Spain, found numerous
advocates, even amongst those nations who had
repeatedly derided the Spaniards for their long
suffering of absolute and despotic rule.”
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: CHAPTER 1.
i
gth of Fordingnd VIL—Rising of the Basquo Provinces.—
B Proclas ativn of the Infante Dun Carlos Isidro de Bourbon,
King of Spain, by the Style and Title of Charles V.—Sup-
" plies forwarded to Vitoria and Navarre from Bilbao.— rms
- and Emissarios sent into Castille, fallowed by some Troops.—
The Carlist Junta of Castille—oceupy the Merindades, and
psh their Advance to the Gates of Burgos,—Fxpedition to

Palost— Evneuntion of that City by the Christinoe.—March
of Sarsficld and his Army from Burgos—dofeats the Carlists
Pefiscorrada—enters Vitorin—The Counnt Armildez de
‘Tolodo defeats the Carlists ut Castille, near Medina do

Homnr.—March of Sarsfield apou Bilbao.—Flight of the
Aarlis & —arafield entors Billao,

October 3—November 25,

R since the events of the Granja, in 1832,
e had been a great influx of strangers into the
iue provinces. They were particularly nu-
s in Bilbao, so much so as to attract general
e. Though dressed in plain clothes, it was
Bt that many of them were military, while
ttendance at the Casa del Sesiorio was assi-
S and frequent. The late events at Madrid
ity attracted much attention ; and the change
HIhCs of the government, viewed with great
Hcency by the Liberals, was
. K

bitterly cen-
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sured by most of the new comers. Nor wa
new corregidor, D. Modesto de la Mota, less
agreeable to the leaders of the faction so |
dominant in the provinces. This gentle"
been selected, by the cabinet of Madrid, to r
the former corregidor Sanahuja, a ven
corrupt magistrate, whose vices wue, ;;:-
unregarded by the Carlists, of whom he
zealous adherent and obsequious instrum ol
The corregidor Mota was an upnght .
trate, but not a very profound politician.
the period of his arrival, he in a great e
took to his councils the constitutional partyy
in a manner opposed the pretensions of the lé
of the faction, whose will had hitherto been
Neither do T think that the corregidor or b
visers were fully acquainted with the n
the Carlist organization of the provinces,
did, they under-rated its strength. In Ptﬂ
to the aversion of the Carlists to this magi
did his popularity with the constitutions
increase ; in proof of which, upon his
from Valladolid, a large body of them went@
the town to meet him, and welcomed him b
Bilbao. However, the restoration of thﬂf
health, the breaking up of the cx-:lum'ﬁ
ministry, the exile of Calomarde and 2
with the departure of their chief, the of
for Portugal, had rather tamed the aspn‘mﬂ‘
of the Carlists, and they submitted to an &
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of their authority, which, a year previously,
ev would not have endured for an instant.

:; In July, 1833, were the juntas of Guerniea,
‘wherein the corregidor presided, when chance gave
{. one of the constitutional party the high office of
diputado for the province. Now, it so happened,
that the gentleman upon whom the Jot fell, was,
~of all the liberal party, probably the most ob-
- moxious to the peasantry, although for no better
- reason than that his family were new in the pro-
- wince: partly on this account, and partly from
- other motives, the constitutionalists themselves
- regretted the election of Don Pedro Pascual de
- Uhagon, although he was one of the wealthiest
in the provinee, and eonnected with some of
- the oldest and most distinguished families. Be
- that as it may, there was now no remedy, and the
- Carlist functionaries paid the usual visit of cere-
- Wony on his inauguration, which they did with a
“ﬁrj' bad grace. Soon after the election, the sus-
Picions of the corregidor, as to the designs of the
"_!?i_-'“' ists, became aroused. They were confirmed
" P a visit which Castafion, the commandant-
- Beneral of Guipuscoa, made to Bilbao, when he

1 Wlioned the corregidor to be upon his guard
S8uinst the Carlists, He even pressed the sending
- 944 battalion of the line from San Sebastian, pro-
by which, he would disarm the realistas de
a0, and form another corps of constitution-
Unﬁurtunateljr the corregidor, acting (as

K 2
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it was reported) by the advice of Ubagon, w
wished not to increase his unpopularity by hri
ing troops into the Sefiorio, declined the of
alleging that he did not wish to infringe the fuey
of the province ; nor did he deem the faction so
midable.—*“ Creo gue Vd: secngana, pero ofala gu
sea ast,” replied General Castafion. The con
was closed, and he returned to San Sebastian,

Early on the morning of the 3d ﬂl’:tﬂhﬂl’;:,.
was considerable tumult in the streets of Bilb
people hurrying along: aldamas* thunde
every second door. Shots were often heard.
towards day-break the noise and cunfuﬂ"
creased. Going out to ascertain the cause of
disturbance, I met parties of armed men jn et
direction, by whom I was roughly interrogat
They however let me pass on: and in the P
Vigia 1 found a large bedy of the royalists ug
arms, loudly cheering for Carlos Quinto.
enough—the veil was rent—the die cast—I bel
the first seene of this eventfyl drama.{ Thej

* Aldama is a knocker, which in Tilbao i a long Tave
iron, very ponderons, weighing near thirty pounds, _
t As the Carlist sdvocates in France and England ]m'ﬁ_
such ﬂ::t-mrdinm]r pains to d.ingniae, h}'un uninterruptod
of lies, the real facts of the caze, namely, that the Carlist
were the aggressors in (he contest, 1 will adduce the e

5

their champion, P. Negrote, who, at page 43 of the Restaud

&

k:

says, * A las armes pues Erpahioles tados - imitonion, "._L-
para tener parte en estor bienes, of herpieo exemplo gue
davnos bo M.N. villy de Bilbas v todp o sefiorie de Vizeags
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thickened during the day. Numbers of the neigh-
bouring peasaniry flocked into the town all around;;
most of the shops were shut ; bands of the royalists
paraded the streets, shouting Mueran los liberales,
mueran los Christinos! At the Casa del Sefiorio the
eorregidor Mota, with the deputy Uhagon, held
long dispute with Ventades, Batis, Zavala, and
others, the leaders of the Carlists, In vain they
were entreated not to be so precipitate ; that, as
yet, they scarcely knew if the king was really
deceased, and warning them of the long train of
evils which their conduet must inevitably bring
upon the province! In vain—entreaties were
laughed at—menaces disregarded. Meantime the
royalists out of doors, eager to have Charles pro-
claimed in form, and guessing what was passing

spenus recibioron la triste noticia de fa wmuerte de nuestro amaids
Key, el wefior . Fornando VIL (que en glovia esté, ) cuandy,
Wpontanedmenie ol compo cotite &t cada wno habiess sido avisads
Porun anjel proclonaron denedados al extraviads By por qui en
nispiralan, gritando unanimes con eniusiarmo Vica la Religion,
Viva Carlos V., Rey de las Espafias * which being interpreted,
& “Therefore to arm all Spaniarnds, let us boldly imitate (the
btdér to share in these benefite) the heroic example just shewn
& iy the town of Bilbao and all the lordship of Biscay, who
Hourcely receivad the news of the death of our kate beloved lking, Don
Femando VII, (may he be in glory,) before they rushed sponta-
Heously to arms, as if each had been warned by an angel, fear-
Iﬂ]"wlainﬁng the banished prince, for whom all were sighing

ﬁm ﬂ]'lﬂnﬂng m]tlmﬂinaﬁm]_[}r._ Huma for Religion and King
Ulinrdes the ifthi 1"
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in the council, began to roar out, * Let us slay
corregidor and Uhagon !" Headed by ong F
captains, a lawyer named Epalza, a large g
rushed into the building, searched the apartm
for these obnoxious personages, who escape
sassination almost by a miracle; one of
clerks of the office, leading them out on the
whence they clambered along over the
neighbouring house, where they concealed
selves. i _'
Having no further opposition from the

to apprehend, yet vexed that hitherto hey
wreaked no vengeance on any of the
tutionalists, (who, to be sure, had done & ol
yet to offend them,) large parties of the Roya
went about in hopes of meeting some,
s0 happened, that at the west entrance of the,
bridge, one Anton Zuloaga, a sergeant of the
lists, accompanied with a few others, met i"-i
four gentlemen of the town, known to be co
tutionalists, who were unarmed. Them, Zul¢
and his mates, set upon, and slew one
Don Candido Arechaga, (the brother-in-lay
the deputy Uhagon) wounded another, whe |
ever escaped with bis life, as did the rest. A s
the young gentleman slain, his body was F
the street, which the Cargueras party
and treated with great indecency—his friends
daring to leave their dwe!lings, they the”
'huurly expecting to be massacred, Howbeit
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 pightfall, an escribano (Arribalzaga) had the
~ courage to go and take cognizance of the body,
and, conformable to the Spanish law, declare it to
 muerte alevosa, wilful murder.

The Carlists continued to parade the streets,
~ erying wivas for Carlos V., and the customary
 geras o all liberals, freemasons, foreigners, here-
 tics, philosophers, &c¢. They beat and wounded
several of the inhabitants, known as constitution-
alists; among them Don Vicente de Landesa, an
aged and inoffensive man. They attempted to
break into some of the rich merchants’ houses;
and their appetite for rapine and plunder was
growing so strong, that the deputies, Zavala and
Batis, issued a bando, ordering all persons to stay
within doors after dark, and the streets were kept
clear by strong patroles.

Next day Charles V. was proclaimed in form.
A white flag, bearing his device, was hoisted in
the Arenal ; the corporation and diputacion took
the oaths of allegianee ; and a proclamation was

~ i8sued, announcing to the provinces that their new

Sovereign was installed.

Meantime preparations for war were going on
with activity, All the powder which was in the
magazine at Luchana was brought up to Bilbao, and
lodged in the convent of San Francisco, whereof
tlfﬁ Pious inmates were busily employed day and
Mght in making cartridges, casting balls, &c.
All the armourers in the town were set to work in
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repairing arms, and large contracts for cloth
were entered into with different h‘a,desmem
Marquis of Valdespina also arrived in thu
and took his post at the head of the diputac
corregidor, or rather as_jues regto.* This nobl
had long been the Corypheus of the Car
Biscay: his family was one of the ﬁrst
province ; his property of the largest. Im
life a zealous liberal, he now repaid his pi ..,_""
ardour for the Constitution with tenfold hat

it. Education had given him geut]emanlj;
ners, nature an ill-favoured -::mmte:tance,
age had not improved; nor was his -.-
pearance at all mended by the loss of ¢
which has procured for him the name of Ma ch
Active, dexterous, and intriguing, he had i
influence over the country people ; nor Ve ;'j
abilities of an inferior class. The marquis, §
in rank and property, was also first in 201!
talent of the Carlist party ; and to him D. Ca

owes a greater debt of gratitude than he can

repay. ¥
On the 10th of October an English cal

* The first step of the marquis was, to detach a buod
troops to Ordufiy, to drive away the carahineers,
Cuostoan-honge thers, The detachment sent was entirels
cesaful,  About 50007, was stolen.  Another party was =i
Balmaceda, to perform the same oheration upon the Custom _
there ; but they were not so fortunate, and had to content th
selves with a much smallor som, -4
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rier was brought into the town by the Carlist
Mﬂ!: by his own account, after leaving Burgos,
e bad struck off to the left, in the direction of
~ Baptander, in order to avoid passing through
~ Yitoria, which he had heard in Bargos had pro-
claimed Charles V. Near Soncillo he fell in with
the Bﬁna}r guerillas, who sent him with an escort
to Bilbao. The British vice-consul, Mr. Hoyles,
accompanied the messenger to the diputacion,
~ and, after some conversation, the despaiches were
returned, and the courier was allowed to proceed
overland.

Great efforts were now making to compel all
persons able to bear arms to enlist in the royalist
corps.  Instead, however, of treating the consti-
tutional party with decency and kindness, they
~seemed to grudge them the very air they breathed,
which was certainly not calculated to induce
them to change their sentiments. An order was
issued that all the liberals should give up their
horses,* which was enforced ; another, that they

* D, Diego Macmahon, a respectable merchant, had a valuable
- thorough-bred mare, for which he had not leng hefore paid a high
Price. Tt naturally vexed him to part with this beantiful animal;
 however, he was obliged to submit. The man who eame for the
: mmﬁ‘ put the gaddle and bridle on.  * You have no order
"ifmﬂﬂ&]ﬁ" cricd Macmahon,—* Youn are mistaken if you
thkiuu guing to ride without o saddle,” replied the man;
- besides, 1), Dhiegro, where is your cloak."—* What cloak * said
th‘"ﬂw: tnraged al the gquestion,—* Now, be quict,” answered
the Caliut horse-dealer,—* 'fis no nse making & noise, I Enow
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should not meet at each other's houses, no ri
the streets after dark, nor stand in gmupt i«
than three persons. Strict search was
the corregidor Mata and the deputy Uhagon,
a bundo was published denouncing the renal
death against such as harboured or “Onee
them. They were not, however, successh
discovering the hiding-place of the fug t
Search was made for several others of the leg
constitutionalists; numbers were arrested
so that the prisons began to be thronged.
many of the liberals fled from Bilbao to @
Santander, and other places—there was even:
idication of resistance to the Carlist party
towns on the sea-coast, but it was of the
trifling nature, and soon subsided.
The French government, soon after the
of the revolt of the Basque provinces,
Charles V. being proclaimed at Bilbao, s =~;'_'.'
Hirondelle schooner-of-war from Brest to |
the Nervion, in order to afford some protec

the subjects of France, of whom there were |

-

you have a good cloak, which will do for me nicely w
paigning ; so hand it out, or it will b the worse for yﬂﬂ-
was 1o help for it, so Macmalion sent his servant to fﬂiﬂl

a5 the lad went slowly up-stairs on the errand, the d
the altar and the throne roarcd out, * and bring 1¥, Diegos!
fpurs along with the cloak ; do you hear, youngster, | _'
know,” turning to Mmuahun with a pleazant smile, yll'lf J

the spurs will be of no use o ¥ou when you have no hol
ride I

ar
i
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jundreds in the town. Her arrival excited much
ill-will on the part of the populace, who cursed
he French openly ; their leaders more prudently
so in secret, and outwardly made much show
friendship to the captain of the schooner.
A contribution of two million reals was now
‘f':'-h.rl led of the inhabitants: ﬂﬂ[ﬂiﬂﬂllf it was -
levied on all alike, but in reality, on the Christinos
only.  Of this sum, 1100/, was assessed upon
two English mercantile houses, who, however,
very properly refused to pay it. This contribu-
tion was quickly gathered in, and as the stock of
ammunition was now considerable, a large convoy
- was sent off to Navarre, and another to Castille;
alarge sum of money was also forwarded at the
- #ame time. However, the convoy for Navarre
‘Was detained in Vitoria, an accident having hap-
- pened which greatly impeded the Carlist plans in
ﬁlt quarter. Pamplona, with the garrison, had
Pproclaimed the queen, but in Estella and some
- other places in Navarre, Charles V. had been
'ﬁﬂﬁlﬂ'ﬂd. As it was considered of the utmost
~ Importance to raise Navarre, it had been arranged
_ﬁﬁrﬁnﬂhaud by the Carlist leaders, that this enter-
Prise should devolve on D. Santos Ladron, an old
’Hﬂme guerillero, who possessed much influ-
'ﬁmm the province. This officer held at this
Ume the rank of major-general in the Spamsh
_: ”mr, and his station or residence (for I do not
think he was on active service) was at Valladohd,
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whence he started about the middle of Qe
traversed Castille, threw himself into Nay;
and in a few days was at the head of some
dred followers. He had, however, been :u--'
and rapidly pursued by a diligent officer,
Lorenzo, who overtook him near Lodosa. Dra
up a squadron of lancers, and telling them
follow, he rode rapidly up to Santos Ladre
with a few mounted men, was in front of his
lowers. 1In an instant, D. Santos was seized
Lorenzo, and as his men presented their musqy
the queen's general eried out, “ Pobre del g
atreve d disparar un tirg.” They were intim :
and did not fire, for which lucky chanee, p
General Lorenzo may be indebted to the
advance of his lancers, as much as to his
courage. The Carljsts dispersed ; about
were taken prisoners, and two or three w
wounded. Conducted to Pamplona, Santos
dron was tried, convicted, sentenced to deg
and executed. The day before his executic
gave out that he had much to reveal, but he o
fessed nothing, and his sentence was carried if
effect. When the news of his capture and deg
reached Bilbao, the Carlists were  desperait
enraged ; they talked loudly of murdering alk
constitutionalists by way of retaliation. \en
was that they invented (he report which afte
wards oblained so much credence in foreil
countries, that Santos Ladron had surrende =~'~§"
a promise to have his life spared, a liec which wa
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jnvented by the Bilbao Carlists, in order to serve
a5 an excuse in the probable event of the consti-
, al party being murdered. The royalists
pontinued to cry out for the heads of the deputy
Uhagon and the corregidor Mota; but, as yet,
those gentlemen were secure. More of the liberal
- party were arresied daily, and great consternation
:rpmmiléd among them, for none could tell but that
the next moment might tear him from his family,
1o be immured in a prison whose gates open only
~ for a passage to the grave.

- News was now received that the Merindades of
- Castille were favourably disposed, and that a
Carlist junta had been established, consisting, of
‘course, of friars, curates, and lawyers, Procla-
‘mations were also addressed to the Montafieses
~ by Ibarrola, a nephew of the ex-minister Zam-
brano, and by somebody, an escrivano, at Qfiate,
direeted to the Guipuscoans, Verastegui also
published a proclamation to the Alavese, whilst
Basilio Garcia, Eraso,* Marichalar, Modet, and

* Never was 0 more unfounded calumny uttered, than that
ﬂ* Blﬂqueu took up arms for their foeros. I have shown that
- 55 mpossible, Lot any one refer to the proclamation of
B signed by Valdespina, Batis, and Zavala; there is not a
Wird sbont “ fueros 7 they call npon the Bpaniards to rally
‘round the altar and the throne, for religion and Charles V,

Exusa, in his proclamation, dated at Burgnete, 17th October,
1683, also talls about “ religion ™ and the “sacred right of the
khﬁﬂ',' but not a word about the © fuerce” Their motives are
_mﬂ? #en.  Had the leaders of the insurrection declared that
#ood for the fueros, the Bpanish Carlists would have die-
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others, calling themselves the Junia of Nays
roused that province by similar manifestoes,
that the ferment was general through the pe
castern provinces of Spain. Things
prosperous, the Biscay junta despatched a
senger to Madrid with letters to the mini
contents of which are to me unknown, althe
according to one report, it was a kind of cos
dential communication to Zea Eermud.&z,.-;:'
Carlist predilections were known; while, age
ing to others, the despatch was simply
the government that the Biscayans had proclais
Charles V. and set the queen at defianee. |
my meeting the Carlist propio after his
and enquiring as to the state of the country,
informed me that the Carlist guoerillas held
land to the north of Burgos, and that they cou
on entering that town soon, for they had
friends inside, and the garrison was but scanf
indeed, quite insufficient to defend the city .
seriously attacked ; but as the Carlists --'-32
cannon, they could merely attempt a blocks de.
Some uneasiness beginning to manifest E
among the royalists, on account of their re “
no tidings from their king, Valdespina made
speech at the Casa del Sefiorio, or county hous
to the persons assembled, wherein he infork
them that messengers had been scnt to the kin

trusted them, and the nation at large would have said. #
attacked your fueras
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n Portugal, who had promised soon to be among
hic faithful subjects, Great activity prevailed
among the Carlist leaders, and numbers of their
opivion, from all quarters, came into Bilbao;
amongst them was Cuevillas, Villalobos. The
favourite place of resort was the Franciscan con-
vent and the post-office, where long and frequent
gouncils were held.

~ The Carlists, who at first contemplated a rising
~over all Spain in their behalf, became rather dis-
mayed when the unwelcome truth broke upon
them, that the queen Isabel was recognised with-
nut opposition through all the provinees of Spain ;
and, moreover, that forces from the interior were
daily arriving at Burgos. Nor did it at all lessen
their vexation to hear that the enterprise of Ibar-
- rola, Cuevillas, and others, against Santander,
bad entirely failed, they having been totally de-
leated at Vargas, and Ibarrola himself taken
| I?jﬁl&ﬂer, with 120 of his followers, by a small
, force consisting of a few carabineers and militia.
: I'he?: however, manifested no outward sign of
ﬂ“ﬂﬂm‘ag&mm]t, and aware, from their excellent
i e ligence, that it would still be some time ere
irshield, who had assumed the command of the
Army at Burgos, would march, they determined on
. sending an expedition to Guipuscoa, to join the
. fintianos in attacking Tolosa, which was done,
- A0d on thejy approach, Jauregui, with Castafion,
O deeming their force sufficient to resist effec-
_ Wally, withdrew to San Sebastian. After this
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trinmph, the Biscayans returned, covered
glory, to their own provinee, and the realist f'.
Bilbao received each a gratuity of three dolls
But with the cost of this expedition, and |
of the succours sent to the confederate j
Navarre and Castille, the daily disbursement
the province, &c. the cash in the treasury be
to get very low. Now there is no way S0 €
to get money, as to seize upon the richest
dividuals, and strip them of all their weal
besides being the most simple, it is also m
agreeable to the tastes of the populace. By
means, cash is also more speedily obtained #
by the slow progress of taxation, besides say
the heavy discount on collecting! This plan, §
has the additional merit of being strictly confor
able to the ** greatest happiness” principle, |
supposing there to be in a town one man wo
a hundred thousand pounds, and a thousand’
milies worth one hundred pounds each, it wos
be a far more popular act, and inflict the lea
amount of suffering, for the * king” to strip
rich man of his one hundred thousand
than to take from the thousand their one hundr
each. So thought the Carlists then, and @
since have acted up to their opinion. Wh
Basilio Garcia, alias the Bulero# raised
standard of D. Carlos, he wanted money to pi

¥
III
LFLE

i
* A dealer i * Bulls” not Irish, bt Roman, pnnﬂ.ﬁ&ﬂ"
:-'J.Pn!-ztn]'u:n],

h-' a
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oilowers; to give his own was inconvenient
4 was, moreover, a bad precedent, He, there-
e, seized sundry of the richest proprietors in
ogrofio, and Santo Domingo, and * put the screw
® t5 make them come down with the cash—
ich was done to some purpose, for one gentle-
-_-g];um was compelled to draw bills upon the
pssrs. E. and son, of Bilbao, for no less than
millions of reals. Upon these drafts being
s 'r for payment, on the part of the formi-
ble diputacion, the bankers acknowledged they
d the funds, but demurred to paying without
ice—to which Valdespina replied, that they
d send a messenger. This was done; the
ﬂ!f advice soon appeared, and the ransom
paad Not to be behind hand with their
” ds, in raising the needful, the Biscay junta
oW called for a fresh contribution of 20,0001 ;
i the report was circulated that they wuuid
itinue exacting this sum monthly, which con-
ifmed the constitutionalists in the belief that their
3,:_" onents desired their total ruin, and that nothing
- of this would satisfy them. The Carlist
“"Y- and the populace, were continually
Serear ng about the streets < Mueran los negros,”
8 time we will kill all the negros, even to
hﬂh children;” *“esta vez matarémos o 'todos
8 hasta sus chiquitlos,” The sum of 1,1004.
iﬂlﬂ assessed upon the two British mercan-
il hm but, as before, the payment was

L
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very properly obstinately refused;
were made, and probably force might]
ultimately used, but fortunately H. I :',
tilus, commanded by Captain Lord G
lett, came into the river, and the 'l
ceased to molest the British subj
mands for contributions, a]thuugh
in their right to tax all persons ﬂ
their jurisdiction, as they thought ﬂ,.- _.
ber one of the diputacion making a v
remark to me: “ You say it is econtrar
tenor of the treatics to enforce loan
subjects residing in Spain; it majr e 8
you think that if the English governm
the Trish rebellion of 1798, had lﬂ.
tion on the city of Dublin, they wa
exonerated a Spanish resident from p

share.” My reply was, of course, thi
case had not arisen, there was no nee
opinion on the point;—the treaties cleat

3 7.

lated that the subjects of either of the
tracting powers, residing in the dominios
other, should be exempt from all
war contributions, or compulsory payme
kind ;—the application chanced to are
Spain;—they must abide by it.

Notwithstanding the EI}EIIIIEIE nﬁ
leaders, they began now to ente
prehensions; for all their expect:

rest of Spain having been ﬁ'u-stra.tﬁr

-|.|...

q
L]
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ev must now prepare for a war against the
_:'Ei':_: ¢ of the Spanish monarchy : but this
v did not hesitate to incur. With the ex-
. of Novia, Valdespina, and two or three
. the Carlist leaders were men who had
;,'.- lose, and were bent upon a contest at
ards; they were sure to hold the honours.
"'“, danger, they well knew, there was very
jor a leader of Guerillas, unless he chooses,
ve ever be in the fight: it is all desul-
kirmishing, where running away, so far from
considered dishonourable, is looked on as
‘outwitting the enemy. Even at the worst,
iew they could always escape into France.
At first contemplated, that all the forces
-" should unite, take up a position
tiacerrada, and give battle to the Queen’s
hie instant they crossed the Ebro. In such
€y would have mustered 15,000 men, and
,if' Sarsfield would have attempted the
8. This project was, however, speedily
fied ; the Biscayans and Guipuscoans did
4 0 leave their provinces; the Alavese did
A them to come, because they would have
6T 5 so the Alavese with a few Navar-
Aibed alone to meet the squall. ~
iy had now lasted forty days ; the fac-
& nplete masters of the provinces ex-
ke fortresses of San Sebastian and
4 Sarsfield remained inactive at Burgos,
' L2
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and nothing denotes more clearly the low s
of the Spanish army, than the difficul n;_
rienced in gathering this small corps ¢
I have heard it asserted, by cﬂmpﬁtﬂnt PETS
that General Sarsfield refused to advance '
could muster 10,000 men, and if
fact, it shews his judgment was EHIPEEL:-
ever, the people in Madrid murmured at h
accountable delay ; the complaints of the‘
party in Bilbao became daily more pre g
finally, Sarsfield’s officers made a repr .,
to the government, declaring their willingm
march., Orders were then sent for Sarsfiel
move, which he did on the 15th of Novembe
left division, commanded by the Count Armi
de Teledo, fell down upon the Merinda les
Villareayo, and, at his approach, the peasant |
of the junta of Castille every where dispen
Colonel the Baron Solar de Espinosa, with
regiment of Chinchilla, surprised and routed
Carlist clerical brigadier Echeverria, taking’
prisoner.  After this Arroyo, Cuevillas, Cas
and all the Carlist guerillas abandoned r~'+
rindades and fell back into Biscay. The O
Armildez, uniting all his division, crossed the _t :
at Puentelarrd, and joined General Sar
who, having descended from Castille by th
road, crossed the Ebro near Logrofio; then, d:
ing bis march by Pefiacerrada, he totally defe
the Alavese, who lost above 600 killed and W
ed, one-half of whom were Vitorianos, a @
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ow for the Carlist faction in that town, from
ich it never recovered.
The news of the defeat of the Alavese, and the
- into Vitoria of the queen’s forces, threw the
Biscayan Carlists into consternation. The bulk of
their troops were stationed near Llodio, where the
':’-- - to Ordufia and Vitoria meet; they, how-
- ever, felt no great confidence in their military
preparations, and prepared to be off: the friars
~ were packing up, the diputacion was packing up,
| ﬂiﬂ principal Carlist families were packing up.
ie corregidor Mota, and the deputy Uhagon,
‘who had been dragged from their concealment,
- and imprisoned, were now sent off, together with
ﬁﬂﬂf one hundred other political prisoners, all
(toned, to Guernica. The constitutionalists began
h‘ﬂthe more freely; notwithstanding, on the
: ﬁﬂinf November, a furious decree was puhlmhﬂd
fi‘lgﬂﬂd by Epalza the eseribano, denouncing deadly
- Yengeance against the * negros,” who were “ in-
- famous™ enough to shew signs of joy, and who did
.. ‘ot mﬂtautly pay their contributions; and de-
 claring that the * virtuous defenders nf the altar
: Hﬂ throne,” could in a mnment Eeverely punish
9T even exterminate the ** negros.’

!‘ ﬂh Sunday the 24th, most of the Carlists went
» @nd the remainder on the following day,
;; ﬁ“ﬂ only one of the corporation, the Alcalde
. » o receive the conqueror. During the
_ mﬂi‘t‘ of the 23rd and 24th, all the friars of San
- “fancisco disappeared ; there was something ex-
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cessively ludicrous in hearing these holy |
“vexing the drowsy ear of night” as hey |
galloping over the chain bridge. _
On the 24th, Sarsfield left Vitoria at the |

of about 4,500 men, marching upon Durange
the Ochandiano road, thus leaving the €
forces on his left. He encountered no opnos
at Durango; on the contrary, the peasantry y
fast returning home, and numbers of them
in their musquets at Durango, and gave th m
When the Alealde asked him, what am Ito
General, with these musquets? * Take ea
them,” he replied. * But I have no
them,—pray leave a battalion as garrison for
town?" <« No,” replied Sarsfield, * not
pany.” The arms were left without a
Next morning Sarsfield marched upon Bil
and the Carlist force, breaking up from A#
marched part to the valley of Arratia, a ;
by Sornoza to Guernica, not forgetting to ga
the arms at Durango. '-
Whether General Sarsfield was right in tak
the Ochandiano road, instead of that by At
and Orozeo, may admit of a doubt,
he thrown 1,500 men into the valley of ""'_.,
by Amurrio, and with his remaining force Hf': -
moved on Areta, he could not have cc npel
the Carlists to ficht unless they chose, l’ﬂt
had an easy line of retreat by Galdacant
through Bilbao upon the coast: nor is the quee
general to be blamed for not leaving a garrison
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Jurango; he was right not to separate his small
force ; yet then what prevented his destroying the
arms if he could not find means of conveyance?
‘But his vital error was not marching upon Guer-
of Bilbao. Had this been done, in
all probability many of the Carlist leaders would
have been caught, and their troops farther dis-
persed ; forit is to be observed, the queen’s generals,
- o far from finding a hostile population flying at
their approach, found every thing the reverse.
There was no want of intelligence; on the con-
trary, he knew, that is, he was informed, of all the
- enemy’s movements, The Carlist leaders, with
that admirable tact which they always have
‘manifested, seemed to have guaged the calibre of
- Sarsfield’s abilities, and knew that he would go
‘straight 1o Bilbao ; therefore they coolly ordered
their troops to rendezvous at Guernica. It may be
- that the Carlists had a friend upon the generals
 staff, as they have usvally had the luck to have:
~ oritmay be that Sarsfield was something of a
Carlist himself; but I rather am inclined to think
that he was a mere soldier by trade, who never
- Bave himself the trouble to think of the difference
- between leading an army to suppress an insur-
m and commanding a similar force against a
Horeign foe. His orders probably told him to
‘Sccupy Bilbao, and he did so, but the general
Who aspires to conquer provinces must be capa-

ble of somethi i
11y th barel beyin
G g more than rely o z
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However, the fault was committed, and
Sarsfield, with his division, entered Bil hao a
one in the afterncon, having done tha--‘
miles from Durango in six hours amidst l' }
rain, which did not, however, damp the je
the inhabitants; in fact, no troops could mee
a better reception; the good effects of w
were long after felt, for it fixed the H.ttﬂﬂh |
the army ; since soldiers, who see things onl
the gross, finding themselves well !'E'.‘Eet\"ﬂd
where, became firm in their belief that theg‘-
on the right, and also on the strongest side.
for a campaign or so, against the faction, |
rather wished it than otherwise: and as
months wore away before they sustained
reverses worth speaking of, the army beg
compromised, and it was a long time ere
soldiers, despite the miserable incapacity uf |
generals, who were constantly sacrificing th
could be induced to desert, or even, wher |
soners, to enlist under the banners of the pret
der. i

When it was known, for a certainty, that S
field was on his march, the French cnnaul
his secretary after the Carlist diputacion, to
deavour to obtain the release of the co
and Uhagon. Whether the chiefs of the --==-:-,".
were apprehensive of their being murdered
their followers, or whether they thought not
was to be got by keeping them, certain it is, |
they set them at liberty, and on the 27th thﬂ_‘-,

b
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gnt safe on board the French schooner
r. from whence he came up the river,
nuda his entry into the town, amidst the ac-
" clamations of the inhabitants,
- ﬂnthﬂ very day of the arrival of the army of
'.'-:--::.-,-= Sarsfield, a new municipality was chosen
—of course among the constitutionalists. Don
- Mariano de Eguia, one of the richest proprietors
n the province, became diputado, instead of Fer-
nando Zavala, the former colleague of Uhagon.
~ The new municipality were quickly installed, and
: things looked quite flattering. Sarsficld pub-
-. hed an indulto, which every general afterwards
" ' two years regularly imitated; a most foolish
s ceremony, which never did the queen’s cause
hut good, but, on the contrary, was equally
5 injurions as so many defeats.
Thﬁﬁﬁt step taken by the new municipality
s & call upon the liberal party to take up arms,
Which was so eagerly responded to, that in the
' ‘”' € days, above eight hundred enrolled them-
eives, all smarting under the long series of insults
'ﬁ' 'ﬁppreaﬁmm which the Carlists had for ten
8 heaped upon them. These became in after-
e the Bilbao national guard, at once the glory
ang linguarﬂ of their beautifal town. Nearly
* hundred of the nationals were old soldiers,
0 had made the campaign of 1823, and had
ached to Corufia, where, after sustaining a siege
Bainst the French gencral Bourke, they had capi-

. 1.!.!| ".-"h- ey _.
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tulated upon the most honourable conditior
it is needless to say, were never fulﬁll&d. 3
were those, who, distrusting the tender me l.
their countrymen, refused to return to Bise
but embarked for Great Britain, or else w
Portugal. So perfectly fanatical were the Bas
populace against the constitutionalists, ‘
prisoument was almost looked upon as zo0d
tune, since those met in the streets were als
insulted, and often murdered.®

* Let the following tragedy serve as an instance.
those who capitulated at Corufia, was a shoemaker by tn
Valentine Mufiosuri, who trusting in the word of the French g
returned to Bilbao, his native town, and resumed his tn
Carlists or royalists passing by his stall, continually insulé :
which the poor man endured quictly, well knowing t.hﬁ 1
of resistance, But one day an armed royalist, not conte
insulting him most grossly, beat him severely with t.ba
his muzquet, and even drew his bayonet on him ; whereupe
man, losing all patienee, seized his kuife, closod with his nsst
and quick as light plunged it twics or thrice into his belly.
antagonist fidl dead ; MoGosuri knew that his fate was 8
and so fled, and took refoge with the French eorps lIn‘
The town was speedily in an uproar—the populace assembl
demanded the man should be given up, The mumicipality
obliged to ask it, the French officer finally agreed to oond
to prison : om the way the wretched vietim was atumd,
stabbed by females, who penetmted between the rn.nku-,
fell from loss of blood. They then rushed upon the maiw
case, and tore it hmb from limb; next making a fire in
square, they cast upon it the frapments of what was
humnan heing, daneed round the flames, and were not 3

commit other horrors, which cannot be mentioned. ""Tﬂr
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I flis tragedy was performed by the priesthood and their
\Carlist disciples in 1823, In 1833, twelve years afterwards,
- thereof actually had the matehless impudenee to
ahlish in the French papers the entire account, merely changing
{he dute, and substituting an “ unfortunate Carlist” for the poor
hoemuker. Nor was this lie without its effeet ; for it was trans-
lated into the English newspapers, and sundry pieces of pathetic
o lying with the Carlists 7 when cven their own crimes, almost
oo wtrocious far belief, they fasten upon their opponents !

 In the Sentinelle des Pyrences, and in Galignani of June 1835,
(1 forget the date, but think it about the 20th,) was published
the whole story—styled it a “Christino atroeity.” 1. Francisco
e Gaminde, one of the'most respectable inhabitants of Bilbao,
‘wrote & letter to the editor of the Sentinelle, exclaiming against
{his manstrous falsehood, and putting the saddle on the right
horse,  The “ worthy editor” acknowledged the reccipt of Mr.
Gaminde's letter thus: “On vient d'ecrire de Bilbao que I'nssassinat
dun habitant Carliste par les Urbanos de cette ville dont nous
avons fait mention daus notre numero de —— est denué de fonde-
ment.” No better anthority than Mr, Gaminde could be desired,
' hh"ﬂl A witness of the murder of Mufiosuri.

It is part and paree] of the Clarlist tactics, whenever they wish
_'h% a few score prisoners or nationals, to cireflate, a short
h-ﬁhinmiy amongst their followers, and in their journals,
French and English, some lie like the foregoing, in the hope
4 5 they will "ilImmEl’I the public odivm naturally consequent on
- asaers of defenceless prisoners, by causing it to be by

Iy comsidersd a4 mere retalistion. [ see that they adopted
U me plan ai Bilbao, during Fguia's siege, circlating a report
8k the nationals had slain a bearer of a flag of truco, This was,
* 8 justification, got wp beforo hand, wherewith their friends
"M apclogise for or axtenuate their conduet, when it should be
?""hlht. they had massscred all the nationals : they counnted,

8 course, upon o : :
BT mg the town, indeed, they cntertained not
e least douby of 3 7.




156 PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

CHAPTER ILI.

P -

-

Sarsfield leaves Bilbao, after naming the Count Armil
Toledo as Commandant-general of Biscay, — 4
General Valdez to take the Command of ﬂu
Army. — Affair at Cuernica. — Brigadier Yria
Bilbao,—The Count Armildez named to the Vieo
Navarre: General Espartero his Sucoessor in
Activity of Valdezs—is mocceeded by Quesads
carreguy takes the Command of the Hnﬁgnu
Attompt upon Vitoria, and Failure,—Massacre &
—UCorps of Cazadores de lsahel raised in Bilk -
of the Carlist Partizans.—Roverses of the Christh
and Navarre.—Imbecile Conduet of the Quoen's Ge
D, Carlos arrives in Spain,

-.i,.

Ir is very far from my intention to write a hi
of the war; but the narration of oeccu
Biscay, will compel me to make brief mentit
events in the other provinces. !

Having restored the constitutional '_ 't)
the chief authority in Bilbao, General Sat
marched from that city with about f“
leaving one battalion of the guards, and th
vincial regiment of Chinchilla in garnsun, :
Count Armildez de Toledo as military comm

E;

ant-general ; no altcration whatever was mac

"

the local government of the province, nor :
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:i-- s fueros, or privileges, in the shghtest degree
infringed. The diputacion were actively employed
in arming and equipping the Urbanos, which they
were soon able to effect, with the arms brought
by the Carhsts; some of whom, not liking a
winter campaign, returned to the town and took
the oath of allegiance. Proceeding to the election
of their officers, the Urbanos chose for their
colonel-commandant D. Juan Antonio de Arana,
he same gentleman who had commanded the
~ Bilbao nationals in 1823, and who brought forth
the old standard, which he had secured after the
capitulation of CoruBa. The next step adopted
by the diputacion was to raise a free corps, under
 the denomination of Cazadores de Isabel 1., the
command of which was given to a most excellent
oficer, Don Bernardo Echaluce. The pay of the
soldiers of this battalion was high, being six reals,
or about sixteen-pence, daily; and in addition,
. they were equipped and clothed at the expense of
the diputacion, and reccived a ration daily, of
- Pread and wine. A good many French Basques
nd Catalans joined this force, which soon mus-
- red 500 strong, and was afterwards much in-
“reased. It will frequently be my duty to record
€ Zealous and gallant actions of this corps.
‘The unopposed march of Sarsfield, and his
_rance into Bilbao, struck dismay amongst the
AHists ; their battalions dispersed in all direc-
YOBS, erying out that they had been deceived!
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They had been told that all Catalufia and Ag
had declared for Charles, and that no tre P8y
ever come to Biscay, &c. Their leaders dis
attempt to thwart the wishes of their follg
those that chose to go home, went; but ¢ }'
of the Bilbao men, and some hundreds ﬂf
battalions, accompanied the Carlist dipy -_
and formed a sort of nucleus of an army,
queen’s generals on this occasion; as ever |
played their opponents’ game, Instead r.‘.tf _
following the faction, seizing hostages f
towns and villages, and negoeiating with th
leaders and influential men of their partg.- :
Sarsfield published an indulto for fifteen da:
then went to sleep. To prove what valug
sel upon the ““indulte,” the Carlist dip t
arrested six Bilbao gentlemen, who, with re
passports, were coming from France, ¢
Although they were all engaged in trade, AL
not been in Spain since the rising, they were
prisoned, threatened several times to be &
only released at last, by paying a heav]'
Of course, had the Christinos acted with ¢
sense or common energy, they would r"f."
have arrested half-a-dozen of the leading Can
in Bilbao or its vicinity, and treated them e
as the faction behaved to Lapeira and his
Nothing of the kind was attempted, and hen _
Carlists took the initiative, and behaved. lﬂ_
opponents ever after with a sort of scornful
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wuee  which contrasted oddly with thewr then
gndition.,
m-.-wnu it long before they gave the queen’s
Jlowers a dreadful example of the ferocity with
H}&y meant to carry on the contest. Don
jo de Muroaga, a gentleman of respectability
Bﬂhm had been arrested and imprisoned by
e Carlists, in consequence of a bill, drawn upon
1, being found upon the person of one of these
ed for Mier, the bookseller’s plot, in 1830.
e proceedings against Muroaga were carried on
by the fiscal Epalza, with great acrimony; because
pa]m-nal opinions of the accused were not
Carlist, it was supposed that he was connected
with Hma. and that this bill proved him to be
':_ _j tin, alapecumar},r agent. This reasoning was
of course unanswerable before the Carlist tribunal
Bﬁhﬁu and the corregidor, Sanahuja, agreeably
0 the demand of the fiscal, declared Muroaga
t:rnf high treason, and sentenced him to death.
e appeal court at Valladolid quashed the finding
Mitutﬂnﬂe but the Carlistsdid not let people,
- their clutches, escape so easily ; they
Pi'ﬂw&ded agmnat him, the appeal was taken
tadrid, and, in all probability, the influence of
ﬁcﬁun would have triumphed, had not the
15 of the Granja transpired. One of the first
e lf the new corregidor Mota, on arriving at
+ Was torelease Muroaga. DBroken in health
une, the unfortunate gentleman went to
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Madrid, where he resided at the time uf
decease. Upon Bilbao being occupi 1
queen’s troops, the new diputacion uﬁ'& B¢ ..
the treasurership of the provinee ; =rf
being confirmed by the crown, he left Ma
take possession of his employment,
Vitoria in safety, he was recommended not ¢
ceed to Bilbao without an escort ; but, d
this advice, he set out on his journey ¢
only by one person, when, near Bmmhm.,
arrested, sent to Guernica, kept some
prison, and then led out and shot, * in pu 1
of his sentence,” as the Carlist junta term
derision, Great was the clamour amongst
Bilbao liberals, on hearing of this barbat
der; but, instead of inflicting an imm
mexnrahle retaliation, nothing was -r:::_;ﬁ
some time afterwards, when reprisals a
more like an act of ferocity on their part,
strict justice. Events succeed each o
rapidly in civil wars, that, for acts of -
Justice to have their due effect on the public
1t is imperative that they should tread clost
the offences which they avenge. When si
not the case, the public is apt to consider ri
Justice—very great cruelty.

Some of the principal Carlist families w ;
banished from the town: a proceeding whi
inclined to think was impolitic, The *
knew better than to allow those suspected of
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tutional feelings to escape out of their hands;
ey were carefully kept, to serve as hostages, and
double countributions,—to suffer the insults
s peasantry, &c.
‘About a fortnight after the departure of Sarsfield,
¢ Baron Solar de Espinosa marched. with a
mall column, to scour the country, He first
pent to the valley of Orosco, and then to Durango;
vhere, hearing that the insurgents were in force
it Guernica, he marched to attack them. Apprised
f his approach, the Carlist leaders prepared to
svacuate the place; but, on the representation of
Simor Torre, an er garde de corps, who had been
fith them some time, they resolved to oppose the
mtry of the Christinos. The column of the Baron
advanced, without resistance, to the main
et, when the queen's troops were suddenly
eailed by a heavy fire from the houses, and
firown into confusion. Their commander seems
-."'" been the first to fly, for he made off with
A Bandful of men, and reached Bilbao quite panie-
Wcken.  To the enquiries of the Count Armildez,
only reply that “ he did not know what
H80 become of his brigade.” Great confusion
-.-_-"='-~‘- i the town on this disaster ; fortunately,
;'Bﬁﬂ‘ﬁdiﬂr D. Fermin Iriarte, with a small
Was not far off; and, after receiving a
.I ._I"Emfur{:emem. from Bilbao, proceeded to
L. miea, picking up a good many stragglers on
"2 Way. On reaching that town, he found Colonel
M
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Villalonga, of the guards, in pumm
vent outside, on the Bermeo road,
appeared be had thrown himself, m;th_
part of his battalion, and had de :
vigorously, although without provisio !
Carlists did not oppose the march of Triart
in company with Villalonga, returned +
This affair greatly raised the spirits of the -':;_"
it was a decided check for the Christinos,
full 300 men, while the Carlists did nut
At Madrid, the affuir was magnified intoa
and the Baron Solar, who, had he -:--..-u."-_j'
of Napoleon, would most likely have been
if not shot, was made a hrigad_ier-gene_
omen for the queen’s cause.
General D. Geronimo Valdez, who |
a deservedly high reputation in Petu, o e
Sarsfield in the command of the ne ’
He brought with him some new general of
amongst whom were Bedoya, Osma, [
and Espartero, The first three very s
whal reputation they ever had; the ]l!at
more successiul, and has rELlE'Ed hims
brigadier-general, in three years, to be com
in-chief of the Spanish armies. The pre
failing in General Espartero’s charactar
cision,—but he is capable of acting with 8
energy on occasions. He belongs to the Ame
party, is popular, and liked by the troops
is decidedly a zealous and faithful

1
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en, although his conduct has sometimes been
er prejudicial to her cause. At this period, he
as chosen to succeed the Count Armildez in the
wemment of Biscay, and the division assigned
mmcreased to 3500 men, exelusive of
he fine provincial regiment of Compostela, which
s left to garrison Bilbao, Brigadier D. Miguel
e Arechavala was named governor of the town,
nd forthwith set about fortifying it; not, hawever,
# the localities would appear to indicate, by
uilding strong block-houses on the heights com-
manding the town, but by censtructing a sort of
arden wall, furnished with loop-holes, and block-
ng up the street entrances. General Valdez
nanifested much activity in pursuing the Carlists,
od, 88 he combined his plans well, met with
onsiderable success; morcover, the leaders of the
Bemy were at variance with each other, and
ffered but little opposition. Espartero, also,
d the country to the east of the Nervion,
Whdlst Iriarte and Quintana did the same in the
where the Carlist chief, Castor
Widachaga, found them-both plenty of employ-
lent. A few prisoners were occasionally brought
% and as their number kept increasing, about
BUty were sent to Santander, whence, it was
Ported, many escaped.
___:ﬂiﬂ-.lrpring advanced, numbers of the Bilbao
“Arists, who had taken the benefit of the indulto,
=W returned to the faction. A party of these
M 2
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were made prisoners by the Spanish gun-t
a place called Baquio, near Cape N ' ¥
Brought round to Bilbao, they were 4-,_':':
court-martial, their persons identified,
tenced to death. Six of them were e vecute
The late commandant-general of Bises
Count Armildez de Toledo, was appmn
viceroyalty, ad interim, of Navarre, and h
ingly took up his residence in Pample
exclusive of the garrison, a small divisio
placed under his orders. The queen’s g
continued placing garrisons in many of the
towns, such as Durango, Balmaceda, C
and Bermeo, in Biscay; Vergara, Toloss
Villafranca, in Guipuscoa; also at Salva
Trevifio, and other places in Alava. :
sent, these garrisons had the good e
ducing hundreds of the respectable ::I
townspeople to enrol themselves
guards. The little towns of Eybar and
of their ewn accord, took up arms for th
shut their gates, and, though destity
regular garrison, set the Carlists at del
Indeed, the Eybarese cast some small cal
and, when attacked by the Biscay facti .._,-:_,__
Zavala, made a stout defence, and beat |
pletely with no trivial loss. The co
which, on this occasion, took place betw
Biscay chief and the men of Eyhar,-
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grious sample of provincial hatred and animo-

her Valdez did not do enough to please the
i government, or what is more probable, he
id too much, so that both Republicans and
hristinos began to fear the war would end too
o, He was therefore replaced, and Quesada,
whose reputation, from his pacification of Old
Jastille, stood very high, was appointed his suc-
_:" , with more extensive powers than Valdez
had anju‘y&d The rest of Spain being tranquil,
sonsiderable reinforcements of troops and military
-were sent to the northern army, which
bably now exceeded 30,000 effectives, of whom
iearly one-half were employed in garrisons.

s been asserted by Captain Hennigsen,
ﬂm Spanish armies under Quesada, Rodil,
and 'ﬂ'nldez were composed of ‘ veterans of the
0ld constitutional armies.” Never was there amore
__" ‘heous remark. The Spanish constitutional
forces were disbanded in 1823-4; the army re-
ed; and very few even of the old officers
ned. Besides,as the Spanish soldier's period
“‘ﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂ I seven years, it follows that none
*® recruited in 1824 or 1825 conld have been
€ ranks in 1833, much less those of 1822,
‘-I'Eppﬂmug that they had not been for the
Stpart disbanded, which they were. A few of
'ﬂ Serjeants and corporals had probably

1wt
-
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served in the time of the Constitution, b
ranks were chiefly filled with men
scription of 1828 and 1830, who certainiy
seen no more service, nor were better entifl
be called ‘“veterans” than the Biscayan g
varrese tercios : nor indeed somuch, for nue
probably one-fourth, of the Carlists now in
had served in the war of the Constitution,
regular army was certainly superior in di
and organziation to the battalions of the C:
but, then, the provincial militia regiments
decidedly inferior to their opponents, and b
additional disadvantage of many of their of
being favourable to the pretender. The
parties therefore were mnot unevenly
although, having the population of the ed
which was the theatre of war wholly on their
the Carlists had a decided advantage.
But the disjointed and unconnected opes
of the Carlists were now to be exchar
unity of design, and a steady system. Al
elements of a long resistance were at hand
enthusiastic and hard-working peaﬂantrﬁ
sands of willing soldiers, capable of any fati
an ‘excellent civil administration, which W
extract the last bushel of corn from the cou
rather than let the army want. There was:
needed a firm hand to seize the reins, < COl
local jealousies, and direct aright the -'w;
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, provinces. That man was at hand—he was
oma wemeguy, .

draciised in the warfare of the provinces,
sowing well his countrymen, not without am-
ition, Zumalacarreguy, almost the instant he
ok the command, scanned the chequered array
f the Christinos, determined to strike an early
blow, which could secure him an ascendancy over
e crowd of chiefs who were already in arms for
Where the wings were so spread, it
‘was not a difficult matter to clip them. Descend-
into Alava, he burst into Vitoria, where, how-
‘ever, he met with a severe repulse, Turning in-
stantly to the north-west, he enveloped a body of
Christinos at Heredia, who, after a courageous
esistance, surrendered, and the prisoners, to the
momber of 160, were all massacred. There is
10 doubt that Zumalacarreguy slew these unfor-
Hunate men from motives of policy—to strike terror
into his opponents, and to save his own party ; for
i the days of revolution and eivil war, the most
sanguinary characters are treated with the most

apect and deference.

_,=-Hl-'tha benefits the Carlist general hoped for,
' 1liil pitiless massacre, were attained. The
ts were intumidated ; and, nstead of five-
lllalm-m upon the persons of the Carlists
0'were in their power, they submitted quietly ;
-'rmiuf their officers had the inconceivable
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baseness to attempt to exculpate Zumalae
by stating that these gallant victims were:
ered because they were * peseteros;” thag
say, were not of the regular army, 4_;""
to the free-corps. Henceforth, dEE]}ﬂE
conading proclamations of the queen’s g
full of high-sounding threats which 1“
dared inflict, the Carlists gained a moral
riority over their antagonists, which ey
lost. .
The activity and enterprise of Zumalacs
mecreased daily; he attacked and rﬂutad o
rear guard, near Alsasua, in the Borund: -'
long valley, which lies between the 8
Arala and the Sierra Andia, extendl
two leagues of Pamplona to Salvatie ;,-_-
favourite theatre of his exploits. He seldol
into Biscay. Apparently convinced of the ineff
of Espartero’s operations, he let him amuse
by running after the Biscay battalions, wh
accustomed to lead him a dance all round th
vince ; and when his men were totally fa
with ﬁ::ur or five days’ marches, they wou
a stand upon some hill-side, right in his ros
after disputing the ground for half an n---.:.'
hour, and causing the loss of some 50 or 100
they would run off, leaving the victorious zer
write such bulletins as probably were |
equalled. In one of Espartero’s despatche
enemy had suffered such a loss, that the  rig

:r'



£

THE SIEGES OF BILBAO. 169

foced with blood ;" on another oceasion, he had
w exterminated the faction ' on another, ‘“ ke had
driven them info the sea.”” In short, no greater
satire upon & general could be written than the
mere publication of the official bulletins of this
singularly strange and wavering character,

_ Early in April, Castor Andachaga attacked
Portagalete, and made himself master of some
houses contiguous to the gate ; but the small gar-
rison, though not exceeding 100 men, defended
themselves right valiantly, and Castor had to
retire with loss.  Nor was this all, for Espartero’s
column happening to arrive in the afternoon, he
went straight on to Bursefia, where there is a
chain bridge. A party of lancers charging across,
ipported by the excellent regiment of Gerona,
drove a battalion of Carlists out of the village, up
the hill, and right over to the Galindo river, leaving
tie road open to Portagalete, where the division
artived in two hours and a half after leaving
' ‘ 0, the distance being eight or nine miles!

‘Lastor vetreated in confusion to Somorrostro.
*h€ affair at Bursefia cost him 18 killed, and,

eTaps 50 wounded. Espartero, in his despatch,
“ESerbes the field as cubierto de cadaveres (co-
- e with carcasses), There were plenty of spee-
018, the writer among the number; and yet
9body could find above 18 dead bodies!

2 ﬂemhie sensation was excited now in
040, by a Teport in circulation, that the queen’s

- ANEDAD
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general, commanding in Vitoria, was  acl
engaged, in company with some merchant
Bilbao, in speculating in the Spanish fu nds 5
that many expresses, which came hu _;‘._"-"
from Madrid, appearing to the vulgar tﬁf

bearers of the most urgent and import
spatches, “ big with the fate of Spai anid o
were in reality simply the bearers of ,.
price of the vales non consolidados, or the @
interes. To match the warrior stm'.k E
some of the Bilbao speculators contrived =--_'"'_
relays of paciegos on the road from Madrid
which plan, at the cost of about 20/ per w
they obtained intelligence as early as their ga
competitors, although, to be sure, not q '
cheaply.

In one of General Espartero’s E;IPEth
made prisoner a Carlist officer, named
cha, in rank a bngadier; this unfortunate
was scntenced to be shot, and he was 2
ingly executed in the Campo Volantin.
ing to the execution of this gentleman, Cg
Hennigsen says in his work, on the autl
of a French emigrant, *“that when on hl:ﬁ
to the grave, he was insulted by the ladies
Bilbao.” Never was there a more unfo
calumny uttered. Never was the shghtait
offered, by male or female, to any person i
wretched sitnation of Brigadier Armencha’; ,
contrary, | have frequently witnessed ladies of th

T

£
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¢ families in the province, whose fathers, bro-
~hnahandn were Urbanos, in tears, when an
secution was to take place : and as the females
m—:-}nwﬂr order were all zealous Carlists, Bri-
sadier Armencha was not likely to be insulted by
them ; no person would have been suffered to in-
salt an unfortunate being in his path to the scaf-
fold. as was the custom during the regime of the
defenders of priestcraft and despotism. Having
been a spectator, 1 can assert that the real facts of
the case were the following. A young woman, in
decent attire, came forward near the Estafa®, and
said, “ I must speak to him first.” Armencha
pd round and said, © No tengas cuidado, he'
glade todo,” (Do not be uneasy, 1 have arranged
1t all);—something else passed, which T could not
distmetly hear; however, the young woman made

10 mystery, but told several persons then and
2, that she had borne a child to the Carlist
Zﬁi&!ﬂ and had come that morning from Lequeitio
to enquire of him what provision he had made for
the infant. Finding that the answer of the then
a"ﬂ& now deceased gentleman, was satisfactory,
- she appeared perfectly resigned, and soon after-
Wards took her departure. By the way, it may
“iﬂ irrelevant to mention, that the dying man,
towards the Convent of San Francisco,

'i’ﬁ‘hﬂ.qhngsuulieﬂ.mtheﬂnmpn Volantin, near the
!hﬂﬂﬂ:e.mhm,
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said, ‘I am one of the victims of those who
there, and thousands more will follow ne, fo
erew (esa casta) are for ever pluttmg- the 1
and woe of unhappy Spain;” which wore
truth itself, ,
In order to afford some protection to th
Eybarese, who had in vain su]:mtad a
from Espartero, (who refused it, upun
that the town was untenable, and al sreth
eligible as a military position, which o
in a professional sense, but when the peoy
bent on defending a place, it is no eaujr
take it, be the town tenable in a mllmtary
view, or not,) the Biscay diputacion letern
to send Colonel Echaluce, the commands
free corps, to Eybar, with 300 men; this ¥
essential service, and this little town, T &
afterwards, proved a sad thorn to the *“'.'
But an event now happened which chan X
fortunes of the war. D. Carlos amvﬂd*-'
provinces. At first the Christinos would not be
it: * How can it be possible ?” they cried;
a few weeks since he was a prisoner in Portd
How came he to escape from England X
travel all France unknown to the pnhﬂn
were there wanting others, who affirmec n
all done with the connivance of the Engli ,'
French governments, to embroil Spain, perp
the civil war, &c. Meanwhile the chief cof
at Madrid cast about him to see what we
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i would serve his turn. He chose
q-ﬁigh Louis XVIII. and the Giraffe had
ady made illustrions. Messieurs, il n'y a
» béte de plus.” ** Senores, hay un facioso mas.”
Fte was applauded among the Proceres and
wradores ; but strange to say, had no effect
&e fortunes of Don Carlos.

i hnrﬂ before observed, that when Zumala-
arreguy, at the beginning of his career, slew the
_L;-n prisuners at Heredia, he caleulated on in-
_'1_'._. ing a deep feeling of awe, both in his own
ollowers, and his opponents; for he well knew
t hitherto there had been much insubordination
iong the Carlists, and in more than one instance
e peasantry had refused to serve, unless the
g came. The wary leader, not anxious for
nlu:ty, did not wish to make examples
¢ his own men, but by the dreadful ex-
¢ at Heredia, he gave them clearly to un-
. stand, it was no trifle that he would hesitate at.
Eﬂ'm:t desired was obtained, and in their lea-
r's presence, at least, no murmurs for the kmg 8
rival were heard. Still, however, the Basque
thieftain well knew that all his countrymen were
Hﬂ]j’ expecting to see their king, and their
bxiety had much increased, since the return
ﬂ'ﬂ'ul]an who, with about sixty horse, had
l?tl'aversed all Spain, from Ordufia to Por-
*gal, had visited Charles at Chamuseca, and,
"€ 1o prevail upon the prince to accompany
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him, had returned in safety, though r
satisfied, to Biscay. In all prnbahllﬂ.]r
earnest repreaeutauuna of Zumalacarn
finally determined the infante to mmn
He arrived, and the joy of the Baaq _
short time, knew no bounds. His _-:---.
troduced him to a young army, alre .-:
of its deeds, and which was daily gaini

fidence and experience: on the t:ulhﬂ.'r 1an
Christinos were not at all discour:

losses, in a numerical point of vmw,
exceeded those of their opponents, for lf Qu
was unlucky, he fought hard; and G ' '
renzo, had given the Navarrese SOme |
defeats: besides Rodil was on his mareh
a gallant army of ten or twelve thous
flushed with their easy triumph in "
Thus the coming of the infante to the th

war, served but to deepen the horrors @
terrible drama, '
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CHAPTER IIIL

General Rodil succeeds to the supreme command of Navarre,
and the Dasque provinees; he pressca vigorously the Pre-
tender—tactice of the Carlist chieftains.—Cuaptore of the
~ Carlist Commandant of Biscay, and several Officers, by the
_ Spanish Frigate Perla.—lspartero continues his operations
in Biseay,—Roverses of the Queen's forces.—Rodil resigns ;
s sueceeded by Mina,—Deeree of the government, deciding
the right of presentation to various livings to belong to the
 diputacion.—Minadefeats the Navarrese— Winter campaign.
—Clrlists appear before ilbao, and bum the Mills.—Tiri-
- padier Iviarte replaces Espartero in the command of the
provinee.—Mina, from ill health, resigns the command of
the Nurthern Army, and is succceded by Valder, now
tmmister of war.—The Carlists reduce several of the amall
gartisons in Navarre,—The Eliot treaty.— Iriarte totally
defeated st Guernica.— Valdes beaten in the Amescuas—
Esparters attempts to relieve Villafranca, and is routed.—
Abandonment and fall of the small garrisons in the pro-
Vinees,

I¥ America, General Rodil had earned a high
character for inflexible obstinaey, and cruelty;
m:d as he was considered, in Spain, to be some-
thing of a tactician, great hopes were entertained
?f his success. He brought with him large re-
forcements, so that he was able to give further
Xtension to the plan arranged by the war de-
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partment in Madrid,—to garrison all the
of any consideration, and these to be
by movable columns. At first sight, the
appears very feasible; but, on close inspg
serious difficulties present themselves,

H

becomes of this multitude of small o 'J,

the protecting columns are beaten? Th

blem was soon solved, to the disadvant

the queen's cause. What was the benefi

derived from placing garrisons in all the

towns? With few exceptions, the tow

Basque provinces are bad military positions

mostly scated in the valleys. Nor wen

of any advantage in preventing the

joining the faction, for, even from Pag
hundreds had gone forth to share the for
of Charles. Much more easy was it to
from these small unwalled towns. .
The great soldier of modern times has &

I a war of insurrection one cannot go -
places,— the principal ones only must ~
to. Had this admirable common sense
governed the councils of the Yueen’s gen
what thousands of lives, what ignominious d
would have been spared them ! They
or would not see that every garrison they
blished was ga heavy link of the chain 3
bound them, and the weaker the garrisol
more imp-er%ively it called for frequent BHC
The Basque provinces being composed of bran
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f the Pyrenees, mtersected with deep valleys,
fler in various places, such as at Irurzun, Le-
r'.;. Arlaban, Elgueta, Amurrio, the moun-
i between Sornoza and (fuernica, certain com-
panding military positions, where the mountains
srm knots, which serve as the keys to so many
~ . By tradition or instinct, the Basque
peasantry know the value of these positions, and
make them their places of rendez-
wous or resistance, They are, as it were, the
handle of the sticks of the fan, offering a short
and easy point whereon to assemble the armed
try of the valleys, and, in the event of
defeat, a happily chosen point of dispersion.
Look at Elgueta, with one descent to the valley
of Durango, another to that of Vergara, a third to
that of Marquina, and a fourth road over the
mountain tops to Mondragon; so that troops dis-
persing from hence, in two hours could make a
march which would cost their opponents a day to
*qual. Inshort, it appears evident, that if, instead
Siplacing small garrisonsin every town, commanded
M manyinstances by officers of doubtful fidelity, the
flleen’s penerals had established regular military
_ P entrenched on the knots of the mountains
iliding the entrance of many valleys, each
ﬂﬂjéisting of 3000 men at least, the tactics of
. orlists would have been, in a great measure,
o ed, Of course it would be nécessary that
L soldiery be well commanded, in order that they
N
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might derive all the benefit from their sit
Huts might have been built for the soldiers
inhabitants of the valleys would not refuse s
when they saw an avalanche constant
over their heads; for the access hﬁing.
many valleys, if they attempted to blockad
camp, all their young men must have h&un e
from the faction. But nothing of this was:
the officers of the army, anxious to live i m;_ ;‘__':
quarters as they could get, were reluctant to
the snug little towns of Biscay and Gu ipu
and thus the queen of Spain’s generals f
away 7000 or 8000 men in petty gamm f'f:.
300, and 400 men. The folly of this --'
soon perceived by Zumalacarreguy, and th
detachments were blockaded by single comp:
In this manner, Ochandiano has a garrison T
men,—it is blockaded by thirty. No p Vi
are allowed to enter unless protected by
force. The garrison cannot spare above 100
to make a sortie, and this the besiegers M,
consequently, il the troops march out, th
skirmished with mnnaaantly, obliged to ke
gether, not knowing the number of their s
the regulars usually lose two and perhs -'?'
for one, and when the casualtics amot :
twenty, their leader generally retreats, he '-'-.--':.__'
little by his motion. The Carlists celebss
victory by sereeching and various antics; i __
has the effect of disheartening the qucenite
at last they will not stir forth on any account
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hus the garrisons become a dead weight upon the
tentions of the commander-in-chief instead of an
 Zumalacarreguy had made war against the
French, and was perfectly acquainted with the
tem of harassing his enemy. Well aware that
the numerous small garrisons, always annoyed,
and often closely blockaded by the Carlists, would
incessar ly claim the protection of the columns,
be quickly formed his plans, which were strictly
based upon the well-known and thoroughly Spanish
system of bull-fights. The reader may smile, but
such is the case. Rodil's column was the foro, or
buli—the infante D. Carlos, with a small but
trusty band, were the bandaleros to tarear the bull,
ortake off his attention; while the detachments,
sent by Zumalacarreguy to operate upon the rear
and flanks of the columns, were the picadores.
Ridiculous as this may seem, it is matter of history
- tat the Carlist chief, much to his master’s dis-
 pleasure, made him his stalking-horse, to entice the
?[ﬂl'ﬂai! columns into a sort of wild-geose chace,

'm‘hﬁ waylaid their scattered brigades, cut off
Mg convoys, and so worried the garrisons and the
Ay, that Rodil, after losing (more by the fault of
lieutenants * than his own) above 5000 men in
S many months, was fain to relinquish the strug-
: i;hﬁ’mmplﬂ—-ﬁnnaml Carondelet surprised and defeated
. ‘ h“‘T lozs at the Carrascal, and again ot Viana under
. m"h_ﬂiﬂmt least such was stated at the time.

- w 2
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g}ﬁ and the command, The date of his |
was marked by the most disastrous defeat
_ the queen’s arms had yet sustained, that of G
O’Doyle at Alegria en Alava; and General €
whose want of prudence had been the
of O'Doyle's defeat, was himself totally b
in a more disgraceful manner, on the follp:

There is very little doubt that, ever
war broke out, the Carlist party have alw
powerful friends in Madrid, who have cc
contrived to place upon the staff’ of all \I'Jwq
in command, some one of their party f
intelligence. Were such not the case, ho
the following circumstance be accounted fg
many others might be cited. .

General Osma formed a plan to surpri
junta of Alava agreeably to advices ]H:
With this intention he assembled two
one at Vitoria, the other at Ulibarri, and wa
Colonel Yarto, commanding a brigade at
tierra, for his co-operation. Osma !"._'_f.
self, with Figueras and Aguirre, two genél
brigande on his staff, wrote out the ord o15 |
three brigades, copied and sealed themj
were not delivered till 7 ».n.; the troops Wé
march at 12, and to surround the village
the junta were by day-break. The troo|
punctually, favoured by a f{og, but the birds
flown; some kind christian had aant he
whole particulars, which they received !;E_? ;
With great unconcern, Verastegui read the
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hﬂ fiiends, and then went to supper, desiring
t he might be called at 3 a.m., and that tle
sidettes and outlying pickets slluu]d be on the
ert. At the hour appointed, the junta, with
their clerkage, arose, took chocolate, and rode off,
and were quictly at breakfast at Eulate, when the
: mj’ was rummaging the place they had left
pur hours before. After this strange business, all
ihe three generals were removed; perhaps it would
ave been as well had such been done earlier.
- The Carlist tacties, which at such length T have
:;--r 2 explained, were carried into full effect
ganst Espartero ; they danced him and his divi-
sion round and round the provinee; but they
wever could get him to divide his troops, and as
only two of the Biscay garrisons were inland, he
as little troubled by their claims, for the sea
offered easy means of relief to the places on the
Thus, beyond tiring his men, nothing
particular oceurred for some time, until Arana, an
id Spanish colonel, and now commandant of
Biscay for the Carlists, being anxious to come to
:,F U8, took up a position near Elorrio, on a moun-
tin-side, which was intersected with stone walls,
Orming a post of amazing strength. Here Espar-
¥ altacked him, and had the Biscayans been
oty k’y riflemen, they would have destroyed
Iﬂ“‘Wum but they had such an excessive dis-
2 to lﬂﬂﬂ a man, that after their front line
o i'“i the parapet had delivered its fire, the
S ran off right and left, and rallied behind
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the second line of walls, thence to a third a
Bn.  But these unsteady volleys did the gy ’
little harm, and Colonel Echaluce, with h
dores, having turned their right ﬂanlr,
men abandoned their superb position, af
taining a loss of above 200 men, which w:
to, if not more than that of Espartero. |
A regular European army, after being col
driven from such a strong position as thatﬂf
would lose its morale, the soldiery would 1 e
disheartened, and tacitly allow their antage
to be better men. Such was not, nor is tl ".5'
with the Basques; they run off in every dir
and the scattered cottages and hamlets, f
round, are filled with their soldiery, as as gay
unconcerned as if they had been victoriow
very dispersion renders it impossible to
what loss they have sustained, and
always ready to hope for the best. .N'_'
they direct their steps to some village, wher
are sure to learn the place of re- uman.h-_l ,
after a sharp fight, which has perhaps d
the column from moving any farther, the G
Basques would be two days later, operating
the rear of the column or showing fight i
It may also be remarked that the Nav:
Biscayan, when they run off the ﬁalﬁ,
throw their musquets away; the queen’s
almost always do so. The reason is
enough. The Basque soldier sought sal
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dispersion ; out of reach of the musquetry of the
.olumn he was secure, nor was it difficult to carry
o fusil that distance; but the Christino soldier,
when his regiment was broken, usually saw no
gafety except in flying to the nearest garrison
gown, and so, to run the faster, threw down his
arms and all incumbrances to flight.

~ Soon after this action, Espartero returned to
Bilbao, where he received information that the
Carlists were expecting a large vessel, laden with
arms and ammunition, from England or Holland ;
- notice was accordingly sent to the Spanish squa-
dron on the station, and the commodore kept on
thealert. On the 17th August, the Perla frigate
appeared off Lequeitio, and observing a signal
lying on shore, which she did not understand,
hoisted & white flag in reply, and, soon afterwards,
the English jack. Now, by a singular coincidence,
it 50 happened that these signals were the identical
- 0nes which had been concerted with the expected
8hip; and Arana, the commandant-general, the
”minn (Carlist), and sundry other persons of
Bote, were at that time in Lequeitio, eager to get
the arms, and expecting also various passengers.
Ateordingly, Arana and five or six other per-
Sonages went off to the shi p, and, of course, when
‘Wongside were arrested ; Batis, the deputy, escaped
Y mere chance,—he ‘was unwell, and had been
“8suaded from going, by Arana, who told him
et sea-sickness would make him worse.
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When the Perla arrived off" the bar of Pg
lete, she transferred the prisoners to a gun
which conveyed them to Bilbao, where th
of course sent to prison; and although
efforts were made to save their lives, in w
believe the commander of H. M. B. Leveret.
the order for their execution came dow
Madrid, after a rather long delay, and they
all shot, in the Campo Volentin. Arana bel
with much firmness, but the friar shew
want of courage. The savage massacres of
lacarreguy had exasperated even the tﬂ.m y
ment of Madrid, and instigated it to o
execution these unfortunate men, whose liv
all probability, would otherwise have been sps

The apologists for the Basques have freq
adduced the proclamation of Castafion, gove
of San Sebastian, as a sufficient motive ft
provinces declaring in favour of the p #f".
It has been shewn, in the course of this ¥
that the revolt broke out in Bilbao, on the 8
October ; that it rapidly spread through the
vinces ; and that, in the beginning of Nove f
the Carlists attacked and drove the queen’s
from Tolosa; now the preclamation of
is dated the 30th of November, wherein be
says, “that the fucros are suspended, in €0
quence of the provinces being declared
martial law ;” but even in the bands of the juee
general, that part of Guipuscoa which obe v
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- ——— .ﬂiputﬂ.ﬂiﬂﬂ, is exempt. It is useless, as

eoll as absurd, to argue with those who can as-

,_'u a cause for actions done on the 3rd of
Jetober, & proclamation published on the 30th of
November. But let that pass: the Madrid govern-
went signified its dissatisfaction with Castafion

br his proclamation, and although the ministry

did not think fit to annul the same openly, they

gave satisfactory assurances to the Guipuscoan
diputacion, that nothing would be done in contra-
yention of the fueros. Now it happened that, for
‘meny years, there had been a question of Patro-
naio in dispute between the crown and the Bis-
‘cayan diputacion, During the whole of Ferdinand’s
néign, the Carlist government of Biscay neyer
could obtain a decision in their favour ; and there
‘appeared still less chance of obtaining redress at
the present time (1834), when the province was
in full rebellion. Nevertheless, the gqueen’s govern-
ment issued a royal order, giving up the right in
favour of the diputacion, which, upon its arrival
i Bilbao, immediately received the “ cumplese”
of the deputies, and became one of the cherished

. Much was hoped from Mina, who had now
faken the command of the northern army; but
the pastalero party in Madrid, destitute alike of
“oarage and conduct, capable only of intrigue, and
Stving to engross to themselves all the benefits
the revolution, distrusted, feared, and hated
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Mina. Of their own will, they would never
recalled the Navarrese chief from his banishpy
but the generals of their own party had beg
unfortunate, that it was no longer possible to
ceal the losses of the army. The nation e Aoy
the camarilla trembled, and recalled Ming
when giving him the command of the fo -.
discouraged by defeat, they, with the mean el
of their class, took care to restrict his authe
more than that of any of his four predece
Nevertheless the old warrior, though brokes
sickness and infirmities, with a badly orga
and dispirited army, made head against the ith
victorious Carlists ; brought victory to the s
dards of the queen; and, at Unzue and A
gave the followers of Zumalacarreguy the se#

overthrows they had ever yet experienced,
However, all the efforts of the aged and W
out chief were doomed to be in vain; the el
of Carlist officers in his army, particularly it
provincial regiments, occasioned him losses w
he could not avoid. Two officers of the regit
of Bujalance engaged to deliver to Zumals carre
the fort of Maestu, and were only ..
the merest accident. At Unsue and Ass
veteran chief taught his guondam secre
he was still his master. After fighting the ene
* The battles of Unsue and Nagar ¥ Asarte, were b ':. b

to the Navarress ; they were supposed to have lost 3000 .L'.-__ I.
the two actions, besides being entirely defeated, -
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diree times in twelve days, and being each time
rious, Mina went to the Bastan. Zumalacar-
v, with unwearied zeal, fell upon Echarri
Aranaz, and it was soon given up: in spite of
these reverses, however, Mina kept the Carlist
:'_-.-..:!; at bay, during the whole winter; and,
‘when his health would no longer permit his taking
the field, he resigned the command to General
 Valdez, in a better condition than he had re-
geived it.
- It was the custom of Espartero to march out
- with his column for a few days, and then to
teturn, and stay a week or fortnight in Bilbao.
Of course, this rather singular mode of carrying
~on the war was better adapted to prolong than
o terminate a contest; however, hitherto he had
: d being beaten, which at least was some-
.- The Carlist commander-in-chief was rather
indignant at the inactivity of his licutenants in
Biseay; but the terrible scourge of the cholera
- W45 now superadded to the rage of civil war.
 Biibao and its neighbourhood suffered severely
iom the ravages of the disease, and ere the mi-
I of vengeance disappeared, above a twelfth
% the population had been swept away.
_ﬁ"ﬂy and drearily did the winter of 1834—35
PSSaway ; and the hopes even of the most san-
%, that the war would soon terminate, were
titely extinguished. The Carlists pushed their
ICUrsions into the Montaiia, and Old Castille ; and
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their quick, desultory forays, laughed to s
lumbering movements of the Christino b ]
In one of these inroads, Eraso beat up the q
of the regiment of Granada ; brought the e
and twelve officers, to the Puente Nuﬂ?ﬁf‘:'
them all, Afier the Carlists had retirec , b
left their victims for dead, a peasant p
a cart, found one of the men yet alrrﬁ ; him
good Samaritan lifted up, and finding som -.-. |
of saving his life, put him in the cart, coy
up with straw, and brought him safely to _

The unfortunate man was a serjeant of the re
of Granada ; two balls had pierced hlﬂl'
been wounded by a lance in hiz back, d
bayonet in his side; yet, strange to ﬂa}f_
covered. I regret to add, that the kind-he
yeoman who brought the wounded man into I
was imprisoned by the Carlists for his hum
and, as I have heard, executed. Nothing p
more conclusively the rage and inveter
party wars. i
On the Ist Janvary, 1835, an atrocious oul
was committed on the person of M. Mazé, cap
of the French schooner of war L'Hirondelle. !
gentleman, whose amenity of manners had
him' a general favourite in the town, had @
that day with M. Laffitte, the French i

alone, to go on board his vessel, which waa
about two miles down the river, at Ola
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hen passing a place called La Cava, he was
sicked and murdered, and his body left in the
2d. As it was well known that small parties of
gasants prowled nightly around the town, Captain
zé had often been cautioned of the danger he
curred, in thus exposing himself alone after dark ;
sut the gallant sailor had no apprehension. Two
.:—-", of H. M. 8. Saracen, Mr. Henry Rogers,
and Mr. Hoblyn, happening to pass by, some time
afterwards, on their way to their ship, found the
fifeless body of the unfortunate Mazé, and after
sarrying it to the nearest house, one of the gentle-
men proceeded to inform the crew of the schooner
of their commander’s death ; the other remained
with the corpse. Soon after, the boats of the
Hironde 2, manned and armed, appeared, and
earned the body of their deceased ecommander on
board. Two days later, his remains were interred
t& burying-ground of Begofia, with a mag-
Bificent public funeral, attended by all the civil,
fifitary, and naval authorities. It was never
scertained who were the murderers of the French
S4ptain, although it was generally attributed to
W€ Carlists; indeed, not an individual of the
{UEen’s party were ever outside the gates, after
h_i' 80 that, unless Captain Mazé was killed by
Ceserter from his own ship, it is scarcely possible
" he should have met his death from any other
“Whds than those of the Carlists.

- “Spartero continued to make his pascos in the
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province, but so seldom went out of the high
that the Carlists in derision nicknamed hj
Ordinario de Durango”—the Durango Carries
often happened, that when the column was
some of the enemy'’s battalions wmﬂd
annoy the town; but, after a little skirmis
usually retired. This time, however,
menaced something serious, and kept his wo

About half a mile from the Durango gat
or rather were, the beautiful and extensive
mills and bakehouses belonging to the |
They had not long been finished, at an exj
of 20,0004. ; and besides bringing a gu-ud;‘i'
to the town, were capable of making 20
rations of bread daily. On the morning o
7th of March, it was ascertained that the en
were around the town in foree, and had eu
the communication with the mills, which wen
fended by a detachment of 36 men, of the
ment of Oviedo, commanded by a sub-licutes
a lad of eighteen. A message was sent in
town, demanding a reinforcement and am n--f_
Neither was forwarded, although there were 2
men in the town, exclusive of nationals.
poor sacrificed boy defended his post as long
his ammunition lasted, when he surrendered; @
with such of his men as were left alive,
haled forth to the top of the hill, and there B
chered. The bodies, hacked and disfigured, 1
left to the fowls of the air. Eraso then gave ords
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o the mills, which was done ; and, after a
sflagration of three days, nothing but the shell
’ ;ug ruins remained.*

It might have been expected, that Don Miguel
rechavala, the governor, with his large disposable
pree, would have struck a blow for his provender;
ut, no, he wounld not move. Irritated by the
arcasms of the townspeople, he took a very
ean revenge. When the firing had partly
seased, he ordered one company of the nationals
the light company) to go forth and engage the
gemy, who was supposed to be at least 2,000
trong, while the nationals mustered only 53.
they went, however, and before they had pro-
ceeded fifty yards, they were assailed from every
wall, window, and tree. Ten of their number
went down in an instant ; and had not their wor-

- ¥ After the enemy retired, the ruins were examined, and a
‘ 1 wak found alive, stowed away under the arch, below which
e water passed on ite way from the wheels to the river. When
I*'. taken, this man, throwing away his firclock, hid
Wimsell near the water-wheel, whers he heard the cries of the
inded a5 the Carlists were despatching them. His hiding-
#1808 Was not, diseovered, and Le befgan to think himsclf seeure,
Whm the thickening smoke wamed him of the building being on
:.ilpﬁ, to aveid being crnshed by the falling timber, he
—imied inder this archway, which, being of solid stone, resisted
e crash of the hmﬂﬂing edifice, The water was lesp, and had
Whﬂ for  log, which ﬁt jammed smidships, he must have
e drowmed,  Tudeod, it is hardly possible that 2 human being
P00l have existed 50 long in such o situation.
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thy captain, Nafarrondo, had the gdnﬂj“
halt his men, fire a volley, wheel, a;ﬁ
instantly, not a man would have es
minute more, and the Carlists wnuldj 18
them off, =
The outery against Arechavala for tﬂr M
so marked by spite and ignorance, was
ral. Both the soldiers and nationals talk
vengeance. 1he governor took the hing
changed his residence, remaining quiet
Espartero returned, when he resigned hi
mand, which was given to Colonel Solane.
Considerable inconvenience was at irst.
rienced by the destruction of the mills, altl
it may be questioned if their loss was not, i

s

sense, an advantage. Previously, very litth
was ever stored in the town, which r-"ﬁ-l' '
held plenty of grain. Henceforth flour, in |
grain, was imported ; and the reader need B
be told, that, had the siere found us, .nu::_
the former custom, with no flour in the --
the corn in the mills, we should most i ,
losing the mills, have lost the town. 4

After this adventure, things were compars
quiet. We heard that Valdez was ver.y‘
preparing a new expedition against the €
and that he had named Espartero comm , '
chief of the Basque provinees, wice Cérrata
of the Peruvian ineapables, who after :=
beaten by the Colombian general Suere, had
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gouished himself in his command at Vitoria, by
soundly thrashed by Zumalacarreguy at
rmaistegui. The veracious general, in his de-
satch, claimed a victory, while Colopel Echaluce,
2 various other officers, on their return to
lbao, told me that they had the worst of it, and
gere pursued to the gates of Vergara,

Espartero was replaced m the command of
iscay and the six divisions, by the Brigadier D.
grmin Iviarte, an officer who had areatly dis-
nguished himself, and to whose prudence and

jelivity it was mainly owing that Castor, Arroyo,
Cuvillas, and that crowd of petty guerillas on the
wrders of Castille, had been kept in check. The
“nstitutional party in the province were delighted
ith the change. As much cannot be said for the
0ps, at least for those who had long served
ibder Espartero. The new general was known
“5€ a strict disciplinarian, and not to allow pil-
4%¢, which Espartero had usually connived at,
i rarely, if' ever, punished; and yet this ex-
#llent officer, who had hitherto been so fortunate
oughout a long career, was fated to be far more
“uceessiul than his predecessor.

Wedts now began to thicken. The contest,
hifl bitherto partaken rather of the cha-
Her ok a desultory guerilla warfare, now began
€ 4 more imposing appearance. The
e “of Don Carlos, before split into sections,
W ook the shape and fashion of a regular force.

]
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Notwithstanding that some of the k
replenished every six months, a.nélu h
of life was prodigious, the male popu
the provinces, roused to enthusiasm by
fact that they were struggling, and that |
fully, with the millions of Spain, ero vy
banners of Zumalacarreguy. The rease
vious,—the first plunge made—the first af
gained—and the old Celtie tribe despised,
as before they feared, the Spanish -«:-:
single circumstance of their general he
with even balanced success, against fol
of Spain, spoke volumes in his favour,
success, however, they forgot that the g
Spain could afford to lose thousands fc
dreds. Nevertheless, rival chiefs rid 8
rivalry, and thirty battalions, good troops :
first, and now veteran soldiers, -:}bﬂjrﬁd
the orders of Zumalacarreguy.
But the government of Great Britain’
in the hands of the Duke of Wellingto
although he adhered to the quadruple alli
sent an embassy, consisting of Colonel G
and Lord Eliot, to talk to the contending
about the cruelty with which they can et
war. The Carlist chief saw at nﬂcﬂﬂlﬁ
to be gained by an ostentation of i
although he cared no more for slaught®
prisoners, than he did for opening Oy
slay 4ll his prisoners, which even now W&
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m&_ probably turn out a blunder, pmju-
| to his master's cause; while, in sparing
tug was enabled to appear in the light of a
s and bumane soldier, who wished to miti-
:h horrors of war. Thus he took even the
superiority out of the mouths of the Chris-
; and forgetting the cold-blooded assassi-
ns of Arechaga, Muroaga, and the victims of
edia, the virtuous though unfortunate general
lez gave way, and subscribed every thing
gt was asked; and this, it is reported, was
13' owing to his secretary Colonel Labastida.
1am not desirous to appear the advocate of a
uf extermination, and am aware that most of
¢ forious Spanish liberals who have tmi}ugned
v, have done so when sitting in safety in
'.".f 'EEEBE*]II}HEEE, where it is marvellously casy
talk about national honour and so forth, It is,
ver, clear enough, that had the envoy of the
ke of Wellington been desirous of throwing his
and influence into the queen’s scale, he
d have enlarged upon the barbarous murders
%30 and Heredia; and the repeated slaughter
s by the Carlist generals. He mightalso
-‘kﬂhﬂ}' and delicately alluded to the civility
1 by his majesty so lately in England and
“ugal, and then asked how he could sanction
mode of warfare? It was evident that
g would not have refused to give quarter,
* Hius the treaty might have been confined to
o2



196 FERBONAL NARRATIVE op

one article, simply specifying that 1l o
combatants, on bhoth sides, should
when they asked it. Ea ul
Had such been the case, foreigners in
and Englishmen in particular, would §
spared the pain of seeing the Carlists inf
treaty—nay, declare that it did not inelyg
Ist. All the national guards, By
2ud. All the soldiers and officers of
corps or volunteers. i
drd, All foreigners in the queen | -__'
service. 4
Gracious God ! here is a treaty v
excludes the militia, the very pith of the
cause; next the volunteers and fi eigne
whom the only difference is, that they ¢
teers, but not Spaniards. Whom, th : 1
said that the famous Eliot or Gurwood {f
tects? Why, the regular army;  that
force of which many of the generals any
were strongly suspected of a half-and-h
tility against the infante. Possibly Colos
wood, himself one of the regulars, could
n the plenitude of his humanity for the
tor any one else. But, were such the &
came the commissioner to shut his Y6
fact, that the very army of Don Car r
under the deseription of * militia and’
than any thing else? Besides, talking ot}
ers, did not Colonel Gurwood see Caplt
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pingsen? Did he see no Frenchmen? no Ger-
man? or, is it, that in the gallant colonel’s opi-
nion, a few gentlemen may do that with impunity,
which the mob of plebeians are righteously hung
for 1%

But although the charge of partiality may rest
with the commissioners, nothing can ever wipe
away the stain which this treaty inflicted upon
the Spanish army. They, soldiers by trade,
whose profession was the noble career of arms,
' bargained to save themselves at the expense of
E
|
|

the unfortunate tradesman who took up arms to
defend his town, and his family from rapine and
murder. The miserable national was often (I
have witnessed it) obliged to sleep on the bare
ground with his wifc and children, and to re-
§ign his only bed to the soldiery. Often has he
béen compelled to sell his scanty furniture to find
Money to buy them fuel and oil, and yet this
Wietched father of a family is obliged to take his
trn of duty, without pay or rations! and, if taken
. isoner by the enemy, is duly delivered over to
the peasantry to be tortured to death, or else,
larder still, is sent to the mines at Barambio, to

languish for months, until kind death end his
mﬂ‘ermgﬂ_ :

* That in the colonel ‘s but a cholerie word,
Which in the soldier is flat blasphemy.
Measure for Measure,

L&
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Neither with the volunteer or the foreig,
the case so cruel as with the national ; ¢
fighting men by trade, and receive pay; by
should they be put out of the pale of the ¢
as if unworthy of a thought? Are not Don €
and his followers continually dinning j
that his army is composed of volunteers?:
then, if his forces are volunteers, why
object to those of his opponents being of i
description ? — Ay, there is the rubl an
duke’s commissioners well knew it. ).
and his officers wanted their own follos
represented as all pious and virtuous vl
fighting pro bono regis. The queen’s fore
course, were all conscripts, obliged to serye
things ! —and as for foreigners, the com
could not see the French, English, Portug
Germans, Italians, at the
Carlos or those of his generalissimo, nei ~" T
they in after times hear the cries of thei
men, murdered at Arrigorriaga  and
agreeably to the “ tratado Eliot.” g
Thus much for the famous Eljot
which, apart from the spurious philanthrepy
which it was ostensibly covered, was ¢
to the English commissioners, who di
want of ordinary attention or common hu
in leaving out all mention of the militia, fri e
and foreigners, and was dishonourable in th
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» to the Spanish generals, who ought to
xpnmed the mere idea of bargaining for their
an.ﬁaty at the cost of the families who fed,
i, and paid them—besides fighting for their
» as well, if not better, than themselves. The
h commissioners might pland ignorance ; but
ﬁu Epanmh generals there is not the shadow
. f excuse.
- Letus turn to the military operations, which be-
‘ume now of extreme importance. Shortly after
o Firmin Iriarte took the command he marched
om Bilbao with a fine division, consisting of two
talions of the Principe, one of Almma one of
ma, one of Segovia, part of the 4th lLight
| , three companies of the cazadores of
lsabel 11., ebout a séore of horse, and two moun-
ain guns (four pounders.) After visiting Durango,
I** d. lﬂpplyulg the garrison with ammunition, the
ltumed the heads of his columns towards
g eitio, which town, as was also that of Bermeo,
“ now garrisoned by the Christinos. Having
fested two days with his troops at Lequeitio, he
reeeived information that Sarasa, the new Carlist
j Aiandant of Biseay, had gathered his forces at
“lierica, and meant to fight, On the Ist of May,
Jﬁft Lequeitio and teok the road to Guernica,
3, bad at all times, was now rendered almost
sable by the incessant rains. The distance
"h“t twelve miles, and although the column
Off at an early hour, it was near two P, .
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before they reached Guernica, whmh"
determined on attacking, notwiths ing
jaded condition of the men. H:a 1i ‘_
having been made, the assault commenee
three ».m. The cazadores, with Alman:

one battalion of Principe, attacking from ":.f, _
side of the town, got possession of the mai
but the Carlists clung firmly to the cour
house, and some large buildings near it. Aln
was drawn up in column in the street, ton _
vigorous attack on these houses, but on eme
into the open space, they became confused
disordered under the heavy fire, and broke
fled. The Carlists followed up closely and
or took great numbers, both of this regimen
that of Principe, which had dispersed inft
houses for plunder. Seeing the -.:-nnﬁ;siun;
brought up Gerona and Segovia, but, at this 1 T
moment, Sarasa filed two battalions and a
dron of horse round the west side of
who fell furiously upon the baggage, gu
the 4th light infantry : —these gave way a
the baggage was lost, and so were the U
field picces, Iriarte himself being wounded,
all his staff, with one exception, either Iled
wounded. The Carlists pushed their advan

and the whole division was totally routed.
rallied the cazadores, and, with them ang
talion of the Principe, which had been statit
in observation on the Lequeitio road, urr:'-".

Y
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ud to cover the escape of his routed soldiers.
sa attempted to dislodge him, but in vam,
d at dark drew off his men. Iriarte continued
upon Lequeitio, which he entered with
is worn-out and foundered soldiery at a late
ar, when, upon his reviewing his columm, nearly
half were missing; but the total loss was not
0 great, for above 300 had thrown themselves
into the Carmelite convent, where they made a
gllant defence. The news of this defeat was
brought round to Bilbao by a launch the next
day, and confirmed by stragglers arriving from
he field. An express was hastily sent to
Espartero, who happened to be with the fine
ion of Alava at Ochandiano. Glad to humi-
iate his rival, Espartero marched straight upon
ma, which he reached on the 4th, the
s retiring on his approach, after a skirmish,
whmh the lancers of the queen caused the
foemy a loss of some sixty men. The troops
Slockaded in the convent were now at liberty, and
Sspartero, after stopping a day or two at Guernica,
Went to Lequeitio, whence he accompanied Iriarte
1 Durango and Bilbao, and soon after returned
to Vitoria.
Thll Wwas a most important victory for the
; it broke up the division of Biscay, which
lﬂﬂt 1200 men and most of the best officers;
' ; ' i0rth the column made no more pasess. The
ey murmured against Iriarte, who shortly



202 PEREONAL NARRATIVE OF

after resigned the command, which "
ad interim, to brigadier Solano, and some
ditional fortifications were traced out around
Lown. :
But if the queen’s forces had been unsuceess
in Biscay, in Navarre the minister of war

been still more unfortunate. Considering
Amescuas as the stronghold of the Ca
led his fine army into these barren valleys. A
suffering great privations from want of pre '. f'
and the enemy closing round him on ever;
Valdez was fain to fly to Estella with the loss
above 3000 men, and with his army wk mlr _
moralised. The great error of General ¥
consisted in thinking that the nﬂnupatiﬂn-?
Amescuas was of any importance, while i
not of the least. These rugged rocky woo
valleys, thinly populated, were the best poss
around for the Carlist chief to meet his
in: he could disperse his men with EEfE—tj"
the mountain hamlets to look for food, whi
opponent durst not detach a brigade. In j ;E_‘
completely did Valdez play the game of Zum

carreguy, that there seems some foundation !
the rumour carrent at the time in the army
in the provinces generally, that the Carlist ¢li
had, amongst the staff of the queen’s general, 508
trusty friend, who had great influence over
councils Dispirited by his bad fortune, G

Valdez withdrew to Logrono ; shortly afte:
F

¥
o
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e metired the garrison from Estella and many
wor places, and it was time to do so, for Zuma-
facarrezuy, having now nothing to fear from the
:, ny, hastened to attack the small garrisons, and,
as Villafranca greatly annoyed his communications
with Guipuscoa, he instantly besieged it.
~ Villafranca de Guipuscoa, so called to distin-
guish it from the bundred other Villafrancas in
Bpain, is 2 small neat town, with about 1500
inhabitants, seated upon the eastern slope of the
 bigh mountain called the Descarga, near the head
- waters of the little river Orio. From Villafranca
1o Tolosa is a long valley, through which winds
the Orio; the high road from France to Biscay
 tnd Alava goes through Villafranca, so that the
- Carlists had to make a long detour to avoid the
town. The garrison consisted of 250 men, exclu-
sive of about fifty Urbanos, and there were two
~ pieces of cannon mounted. Soon after the siege
. bad commenced, Espartero marched from Vitoria
- W relieve the place, and the Carlist general, not
choosing to fight, marched away to Segura;
. accordingly inereased the garrison in-
- Stead of withdrawing it; but the real reason was
i M the previous retreat of Zumalacarreguy led
Bim to believe the Carlist chief was afraid to
4 ﬁfﬁﬁﬂm strength with him; however, he was soon
disappointed. Scarcely had Espartero retired,
When the active Carlist was again before the
88es of Villafranca, the garrison of which, em-
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boldened by their late relief, 1ad
vigorous defence, causing Zumalacare
more serious loss than he contemplated
ever, he was determined to take the
the second approach of Espartes
appeared in the heights of the Desca
10,000 men, had not the least effeel
resolution.  Lining the woody sl
Descarga * with his Guipuscoan batta
shewed his main body upon the e ::
right of Villafranca, off the high
which he placed his cavalry. ‘H"";',
general reconnoitered his enemy, an 1 n
his preparations, tenaciously ch;mg
About dark, Espartero gave up the e
began his retreat to Vergara, but h
activity of the opponent with wh;nn;e
deal. Sending a couple of Biscay b
the hill to the lefi, the adva]mai.
poured an unexpected fire into the flan
column, as slowly down the H“r-"a"-',':'_.
wound its long array. The confusion that!
this sudden attack exceeds belief, and i i
tarther increased by the rear of the colum
attacked at the same time. There w

'

L
™

|

* On the Villafraaca side the mountain of the D
wooded ; but on itz western slupe, tuwarﬁti ?

general, bare and chequered with deep ravines, i
stmbling the descemt from Stanwick into Saddle

road from Leeds to Manchester,
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any fighting, but the Carlists made 2000 prisoners
and drove the whole division into Vergara n a
deplorable state. The loss of the Carlists in this
brilliant affair was about a score, so that cheaply
as they were in the habit of gaining their victories,
this was probably the cheapest.

Espartero returned to Bilbao with his division,
a few days after, from whence, after a brief stay,
he departed for Alava, by the way of Balmaseda,
leaving the Count Mirasol in command of the
town. Every day now brought us news of fresh
disasters. Villafranca surrendered the day after
the route of the Descarga; Vergara two days
later. Eybar, seeing the futility of resistance, ca-
pitulated. Durango was abandoned by the gar-
rison, which marched into Bilbao, on Sunday
morning, the 10th of June. From all quarters
was heard the sound of the approaching tempest,
which threatened to overwhelm our beautiful town.
For a day or two the attention of the Carlist
thieftains was occupied in reducing Ochandiane,
which was surrendered by the governor, the Mar-
quis of San Gil, upon the second or third shell
being thrown. 1 have heard it asserted that this
personage, one of the * regulars,” of course, had
an additional article attached to the capitulation,
“_iFulating that his horses were to be given up to
him ; but not a word was stipulated in favour of
ﬂfﬂ unhappy Nationals, of whom there were above
®ighty; these unfortunates were sent to the mines



usage, they all perished, except a few,w
trived to escape: but the horses of the Man
San Gil, were restored to their noble o
JSull license to bear him wheresoever he bude

which was some consolation.
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CHAPTER IV.

FIRST SIEGE OF RBILDBAO,

Juse 10th, To JuLy Znd, 1837,

Pue town of Bilbao, which has of late acquired
Eﬂiﬂhﬂt}ﬁ from the sieges it has undergone,
§ seated at the head of the lower valley of the
."_- about eight miles from Portagalete, in
13°23' N, lat. ; and long. 2°, west of Greenwich.
i the East, the mountain chain of Archanda
Bparates the valley of Bilbao from that of Derio
Asua; while on the West, the range of Pa-
#sarri divides it from that of Oquendo. About
If a mile above the town, the river winds round
8 base of the mountain of Ollargan, while jm-
iately in front, is the counterfort of Echevarri,
#i @ spur from the Archanda range. Between
€ two hills the river forms a horse shoe,
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emerging from which, it flows
steep bank, to the Puente Nueva de ;;'Z
a handsome stone structure of five arch
this point, the ground rises on the pi
forming the hill of the Morro, the f
mit of which is now crowned with
doubts.
Upon the spur projecting from the b
hill, were formerly the magnificent §
now in ruins, and over the flank of the or
is the high road to France, by Durango. «
site to the ruins of the mills, on the left by
the river, is a deep secluded ravine, s
the mountain known as the Pefia, f Ol
Ollargan : the Pefa itself being a b
great range of Pagasarri ; and its eastern
the hill of Miravilla, which ﬂump]et&lg
the town from the left bank. Beyond fl
Miravilla, to the westward, is the hamlet
tabarri, whence a path leads to the hert
S. Roque, and thence, by the Nm'rﬂ.
summit of Pagasarri, along which is a roat
ticable, in dry weather, to the country il
Balmaseda.
At the foot of Miravilla, and along #
side, are the fields and gardens of Alvi
with the hills of Basurto, and the rane
trojana, the eastern abutment of wh ch
the cliffs that overhang the river at Ola

II .
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The Castrojana range of hills, is a branch from
Wﬂi, and, with the opposite hill of Bursedia,
(also an off-set from Pagasarri), encloses the valley
of the Cadagua, or of Balmaseda. In this narrow
wale the slope of the mountains is so precipitous,
that there are few places where a passage can be
attempted ; indeed, for troops it is impracticable,
except at Castrojana, and Burseiia; at the former
of which places, is a stone bridge, and at the latter
was & very neat chain bridge, which last, however,
was destroyed by the Carlists in the latter end of
1836. On the North side of the Cadagua is the
lofty conical hill of Santagueda, which is connect-
el with Pagasarri, by the heights of Alonsoategui,
whence the little river Galindo takes its source,
md after winding round the base of Santagueda,
and that of the hill known as Las Cruses, joins
the Nervion at the Convent of the Desierto : This
nver is navigable, for lighters, to the bridge of
Retuerto, and is the chief channel for the export
I_fﬁe iron ore of Somorrostro. Beyond the De-
Sierto the hills of Cestao arise with a bold bluff
1 the river; they continue increasing in altitude
wbove the town of Portagalete, which 18 built
on their slope.

L_Mﬂetii&tely beyond the hill of the Morro,
(Which, as well as that of Miravilla, is in a
gealogical point of wiew very different from
Fh'*' Principal ranges, being masses of rich
08 ore, while these latter are of slate clay)

P
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the broad counterfort of Santo Domir _
from the Archanda range, entire, as
turnpike (Cadena), where it breaks off'§
ravines ; that to the southward is know
name of Barranco del Bosque, that +
west, is called the ravine of Unbar&;
two ravines completely enclose the tow
Directly below the separation of them avl
Santo Domingo counterfort forms a s
form, whereon are seated the ::hurnh“'“
of Begoha, above which rises the cup-li
nence of Artigan. From Begofia churé
glens or ravines descend ; one to the hea
town called Iturribide, or the path of spril
second is the ravine of Mallona, and ";_j_-"
the church of Begofia to the Convent of 8
gustin, forming a natural escarpmaﬂt;_
side of the town. The third ravine is on
passes by the garden of Celimnichu, and {2
that of Uribarri, a little above the August
vent. Beyond the ravine of Uribarri,
recede, and form a spacious valley in the #
a crescent, of which the river forms the
the counterfort of the Salve, which abuts 8¢
upon the river, as to barely leave room
road. From thence thereisa sunnessiﬂh'-
all of which take their origin from that p
Archanda range, known as the Mﬁfm
until you reach the Cave, whence the hi }
recede, enclosing the rich and fertile vale of &2

T
o
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h, towers the hill of Banderas with its
ot the Capuchine hill. Banderas is the
¢ point of the Archanda range; below
ghu !tﬂrﬂp and rnckg heights of Montecabras,
t their base the river of Asua unites with the
bon; at the bridge of Luchana. This small
am visee near Larrabesua, and flows down
alley o Derio, where it is crossed by a fine
ge; thence it winds down to the bridge of
@, where it meets the tide—it flows through-
Lin a narrow, deep, and muddy chaunel, quite
rdable below the bridge of Asua.

Passing the river of Asua you come to the low
§ of Arriaga, which border the northern and
tern bank of the Asua river. These hills soon
e, and, after describing a bold curve, reappear
it a mile lower down, close to the river at the
' lﬂck}' heights of Axpé. Here begins the
e of Portugalete, which bestrides the wash-
iy of Gobelas, for three miles, until it terminates
& the bar of the Nervion, and the range of hills
ﬁmkmg the river-side, turns inland to the
® of Lexona, Hondis and Argorta, finally
! Itahng in the bold and lofty cliffs of Point
ﬂiﬂ eastern limit of the height of Bilbao.

A this description, and still more from a
“CE fo the plan, it will easily be seen how
Pletely the town is commanded on every side,

ndefensible it is according to the ordi-
mlea of war; even when the hills of Artigan,
P2
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Miravilla, and Morro, are fortified,
enemy can, at any rate, eut off all con
with Portagalete, the river being a .;_;':__
eight miles long; at Axpé, and } onte
ships can be prevented ascending alme --_,hf_-_'
of stones, nor can any vessel pass, or &
at anchor, beneath the heights of Ola 1
fiance of an enemy armed with muse -.;
Above Olaviaga there is not dapth
drawing above eight feet of water,
such, only at the top of the tide. Enr
fall, that at little more than half-rebb,
ground off the ravines of the Sﬂiﬂﬁ,-—uf the
of La Cava, and off the Chorros of San A
close to the entrance of the town. Hao '
siderable the garrison of the town mig *'_":',: :
after the leading points of the river we
it was, at any time, a matter of exceedi :--f
for a few companies of the enemy to int
communications by land or water, ~--._ "._"
companied by a strong escort. The Jes
character of the war, the hostility of the peas
and the shelter afforded almost at every
the numerous cottages in the glens, and
gave greal encouragement to those mars
who, in times of publie tumult, make war
own account,

Soon after the expulsion of the (g
by General Sarsficld, the newly mshﬂ :
rities began to put the town in a state of
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ilitary by profession, of course, directing the
iooations ; for such, in courtesy, they were
The different avenues leading to the
- oo were barricaded, and a slender brick
Mt two feet thick, was raised around
mﬁm which, on the eastern side, overlook
e town.

he important posts of the Morro, Mira-
md Artdgan were left out of the line of de-
. but the line embraced the hill of Larri-
1 .m which was erected a small battery, with
firce embrasures, the merlons of which were about
ur feet thick. At Seolacoeche a small battery
' m'mted with two embrasures, and this was
sted by a low wall, which served as a curtain
I.arnnaga The ravine of Iturribide, was
ed by a brick wall, about two feet thick,
'liaﬂ throughout. At the Circus gate, lead-
h Hegﬂna was a small battery, with four em-
5, the parapets of which were even weaker
Hlﬂﬁe of Larrinaga, not affording shelter
_:_J-""' ‘even grape-shot. From the circus to the
Wirying ground was a slight curtain, which was
p ' inyed to Mallona ; this was more serviceable
2 covered way, than for any other purpose.
3 of Mallona, at the extremity of the ravine
waring its ngme, overlooked the Convent of San
5l tin, the road to Olaviaga, and the fields of
AW, on the opposite side of the river; its guns
190K in reverse the hill and church of Begoia, and
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the line as far as the hnrymg -ground.
important post was, like all the rest,
there was no ditch, the parapet wni.!-
proof against six-pound shot, and mnljr
were mounted, all of light calibre.
the miserable state of the dﬂfam
which, from the beginning of the war,
insurgents had repeatedly threatened ﬁ
No ditch, no outworks, nothing but ac
ravelines, connected by a loopholed garden
all the principal points of defence un
without a sufficient supply of ammunition,
its heaviest guns only twelve pounders, and
garrison something dispirited by the rees
feats of the queen’s armies. In this situg
the town of Bilbao, on the 10th of r:-'j ;
menaced with a serious siege by the wi
the Carlist army, flushed with numemnf
and led by Zumalacarreguy. i

On the 6th June, the division under Esy
which had fallen back upon Bilbao, afl
disastrous affair of the Descarga, marchi
Castrojana upon Balmaseda. Being un
keep the field against the Basque arm
queen’s general did right in retlnl:lg;!
forces, blockaded in the town, would o
served to consume the stores and p =
sooner, and to deprive the northern army of
its best divisions. Probably it might have
better had the queen’s general retired no
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than Castrojana or Portagalete ; the former place
an excellent military position, and con-
pected with Portagalete by the forts of Burseha
and the Desierto, could not have been starved,
whilst nothing but great cowardice on the part of
the soldiers, or of their general, could have lost
the position, from which the relief of Bilbao at
any time would have been easy.
~ Previous to his departure, Espartero gave the
gommand of the town to the Count Mirasol, a
brigadier in the army, and formerly chief of the
staff. Without possessing military talents of a
high order, the count proved himself a zealous
and active governor; besieged before he had
been four days in command, in a place not well
provided with stores, and with hardly any de-
fences, he was nothing discouraged, but exerted
himself vigorously to arrest the enemy's career.
His efforts were aided by some excellent officers,
strenuously supported by the local authorities, and
highly favoured by the enemy’s blunders; never-
theless, a large share of the honour and glory of
the defence to him of right belongs.
The garrison with which Count Mirasol was
left to defend the place, consisted of the following

lons ;—
it hﬂht infantry, 2 weak hattallons, about . « 300 effeckive strength.
"Hdmdﬁ'" -ﬂm,pmniahnﬁuﬂum ------ SO0
Bth, . lllf!ntrg af the hm-,, Principe, 1 hattalion.. 520
sethliyes. . o Almmanaa, 1 .. do.... 400

2120
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Last, though certainly not least, must be e
rated the small detachment of marines, comm
by Captain Ebsworth. At the recommend
of the British commodore on the 3tat:
John Hay, Captain Henry, of the armed 8]
steamer Reyna Governadora, sent this de
ment, together with two of his guns, to co-g§
in the defence of the town. Right gallant
this fittle band fulfil their duty, nor was the
corps of the garrison which so distinguished |
to this all the inhabitants bore willing testis
From the effective strength of the ga :.---s’-:_.
be deducted 300 of the cazadores, -=
their colonel, Don Bernardo Echaluce, ¢
the important post of Bursefia. Of the n'?.-
regiments composing the garrison, those tk
the best disciplined were Principe, Geron
Compostela; of this last regiment three |
had deserted to the enemy a short time pre
They had been in the faction of 1823, wel
known to the Carlists, and their deserti
rather considered as a matter of course,



THE SIEGES OF BILBAO. 217

 refiecting any diseredit on this, in other respects,
excellently officered regiment. The regiments
of the 4th light infantry, Alecazar, Ronda, and
. Mondoiiedo were but indifferently officered,
gor was much to be expected from them. The
gtores of powder and shot were very scanty, and
. asthe enemy came rushing on so fast, there was
o time to introduce more, for, of course, until
- the hour of peril came, none ever gave such a
 trivial object a thought.

On the 10th, the jolly boat of H. M. ship Sa-
macen, while descending the river, was stopped by
- the Carlists, at the Convent of San Mames, and a
youth, the son of thedeputy, Don Pedro P. Uhagon,
- faken out. Hearing of this, the commander of
the Saracen, Lieutenant T. P. Lehardy, instantly
- went to the head quarters of General Sarasa,
which were then at a place called the Ardoleda,
- of Mena; the English officer insisted upon the
- lelease of the youth, which, after some demur,
- Was civilly granted, and he was allowed to return
. With the Saracen’s commander. The next day
Captain Lapidge, of H. M. ship Ringdove, who
. BOW was the senior officer in the river, the commo-
~ dore having left, sent out a flag of truce, desiring an
“"?’IEW with the Carlist commander-in-chief,
which was fixed for the day following ; when, in
- tompany with the consul, and one of the British

®sident merchants, Captain L. went out to visit
carreguy. After exchanging the usual com-



218 PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

pliments, the Carlist chieftain was aﬂkﬂh ;

guarantee the safety of British lives and py
to which General Z. answered in the mos
way, “ 8, si, con mi cabeza respondp.”
with my head I answer, (for their mﬁeﬂr}, .
at Captain Lapidge’s request, he offered the By
residents twenty-four hours to move t_heiﬁ effe
and when the British officer, with kind consid
tion, said, ** General, you do not war on wor
I hope : you must, therefore, allow our beal
take such Spanish ladies as choose to leaw

town.” The Carlist General winced a
this, probably because his conscience u-.-"f'
should say,) recalled the scenes of Cenit

however, he, after a short pause, said, * Bueng
salgan si quieren, aunque scan Espaiolas.” )
they may leave if they like, although ._;;_
Spanish women.” With this, the con T
closed, and Captain Lapidge, with his parhy;
away, highly satisfied with the civil attentions
the Carlist commander. y
Immediately on his retorn, Captain '---_'h
convened a meeting of the English resides
when he informed them of the promises made
Zumalacarreguy, and then enquired if they K
inclined to rely on them and leave the town, ¢ \
stay and take their chance, Most of the E h;-.
determined upon leaving, which they accordin gt
did in the boats of the men-of-war, together w f,
several Spanish ladies. But two of the Brit
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residents preferred staying in the town, the better
to protect the property entrusted to their charge.*
Captain Lapidge also determined to stop, and so
did Mr. Clark, the consul.

While these negociations were going on, the
besiegers were busy with their preparations. The
important posts of Luchana, Banderas, the convent

‘# It has been asked by some journals in the interest of Don
Carlos,  Why did not the English residents remove their pro-
perty, scoing that the Carlist general, with such unexampled
generosity, allowed them twenty-four hours fo do s0.” The
unhappy man who perpetrated this uafortunate question can
hawe no idea of war, his notions of which must be drawn from
ﬁ!l.ﬂﬂﬂtﬂm'hﬂuﬁﬂ and steam-packet office, becanse there, carts,
waggons, and lighters are to be had upon lifting up the finger;
#uch, fancies the ensy individual, is the case in a besicged town,
Allow me to inform him, that my goods in store alome would
bave filled the Saracen, while thoss of Mr. Barrow would have
mufficed for two vessels like her. Not a lighter was to he had,
and 85 for porters, pay what you would, not ome was to be ob-
tained ; they wers all under arms or labouring on the defences.
The boxes of specie and the trunks of apparcl belonging to the
English residents and their families, had all to be carried down
by the British sailors to their boats ; but how were 500 tons of
goods 0 be moved without men or lighters, and that in two
bides? and if' you moved them out of Bilbao where were they to
lf"“ placed? The Carlist general's offer was liberal—but he lost
nothing by making it : his heavy cannon had not then arrived.
]_?“l"'Pﬂ he lnew nothing eould leave the town cxeept the persons
'[.'f_ﬂ‘ﬂ British residents, Had the town been captured, there
Might have been respect shewn to DBritish property, but that
Must have depended upon circumstances, and certaiuly the
chanees of protection were not diminished by the owner or his
Agent being on the spot.




220 PERBONAL NARRATIVE oF

of the Capuchins, that of San m
villages of Deusto and Alvia, were
them ; they next occupied the he:ghtn ri
and the Morro: to complete the inve
at the same time to make manifest ﬂm
ible abilities of the Spanish regular o
besiegers seized the strong church ami
Begofia, in front of which they were
structing a hattery for five pieces, whlh
adjmnmg eminence of Artagan, they were 2 b
reising another, On the 13th the town ¥
a formal summons to surrender, which beins
answered in the negative, the enemy seut
cloud of skirmishers, who, lodging them
the houses and vineyards, (which with a
judgment had been allowed to mtna&
pistol-shot of the defences ») kept up a bitin
which swept every street in the town. "’:"-2
no adequate return could be made, for th |
from the forts, firing spanngly to save _
munition, quite failed in dislodging t.i:te
At eight a.n., on the 14th, the Uarhst hy
opened on the town; that of Artagan played
one large mortar and two seven-inch I:l :"
that of Mirayilla from one mortar and tw _
guns; the largest near Begofia pounded our ,'7_:'
battery at the Circus from two twelve-pound
two nine-pounders, and one four- pmmdﬂ‘r Al
effect of this heavy fire was rapid and d
ing to the garrison, for while the shells fell
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into the town, the miserable defence of
M crumbled away like lath and plaster
s the enemy’s fire. By noon all the guns
h]gnced and the place a heap of ruins.
ﬁmug lest the besiegers should assault imme-
| or the breach was sixty feet wide, and
s was no ditch, —the general ordered up two
sompanies of the 4th light and the 3d company
ﬂn Urbanos. These immediately ensconced
slves amidst the ruins, and maintained such
& dmdljr fire that the Carlist skirmishers, not
gable to stand it, went off; and the enemy,
ﬂlﬁ intimidated, hung back ﬁ'ﬂl‘ﬂ the attack.
They were quite right in so doing, for unless their
soldiery had been of that downright daring sort
o would fight their way into any place, it was
- not to be expected that they would stand a hot
fire in front, with the batteries of Mallona and
lLarrinaga pounding their flanks. For these, or
for other reasons which are not known, the
- Carlists refrained from the assault ; thus the
 afternoon wore away, and at dark the cannonading
 teased, but the enemy continued to throw shells
'ﬂ'mg the night, and as the weather was clear,
! marksmen were not idle, so that in many
. Sreets it was unsafe to have a light at the window.
 Brief as were the hours of darkness, they sufficed
- forthe Christinos to repair the breaches, and to
9 throw up huge breast-works, consisting of many
A sand-bags, and thus at dawn on the
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15th, the foe found his work was j’etin
In addition to the heavy fire from Larring
Mallona, that from the battery at
mcommoded the besiegers greatly; but
was unable to answer their fire otherwis
with musquetry, although, as yesterday, ¢
fire of the enemy was directed on this poing
the queenites soon took the ascendant in an
practice—the mortar at Miravilla was disab
a lucky shot, and at 3 r. 1. the besiegers' bat
were all silenced. During the whole of the
the enemy’s light troops, posted in houses, di
and behind walls, kept up such a furiohs
deadly fire, that none were safe either i
streets or their houses; when night fell, |
fore, carpets, tarpaulins, mats, and similap
were stretched across the entrances of al
streets that debouched to the river. Withi
town, at every thirty yards, strong blinds
thrown up so as to intercept the enemy’s
quetry from scouring the streets, A coveret
was also made to the hospital, which was
needed, since the wounded and their bes o8
often hurt, when crossing the Plaza de Achu
the enemy’s fire, which completely command
within half musquet shot. L
This day the governor, Mirasol, conve
meeting at the house of the chief :u‘t:lﬂ
cer. Besides the heads of department
were present the French and English ¢

L
i
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ain Lapidge, and the commander of the
vench schooner, 2 few other officers, and the
riter of this narrative. After some preliminaries,
stated, that his motive for calling the
- 1o was to state that the town had only four days’
e manition, and to consult how the place could
bect be defended until succour arrived. Various
schemes were proposed, one of which, if not the
wost feasible, at least the most original, was that
sugzested by D. Pedro Pascual Uhagon, the
denuty for the province. This gentleman was
desirous that the consuls of France and Great
Britain should take the town under their protec-
tion, and hoist their respective flags on the forts;”
‘but M. Lafitte, the French consul, observed, that
‘supposing such a ceremony to be performed, it
was hardly to be expected that a besieging army
‘would be thereby induced to relinquish their un-
‘dertaking, and supposing, what was most probable,
that the besiegers paid not the slightest attention
to the two flags, what force had he to repel them ?
ane, unless the small French schooner of two
guns and forty-five men was to be considered as a
“farce.” After this satirical speech, D. Pedro's
notable plan was dismissed. Much conversation
engued, as to the best measures to save the town.
Une proposed this plan, another that ; but it was
m? determined to hold out stoutly, to econo-
Mise tlieir ammunition, while the English should
urge the march of reinforcements. Furnaces were

'- ﬂmt
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prepared for casting shot, and, m
having been found, they set about manufa
gunpowder.
On the 16th the Carlist batteries ¢
dawn, but they were more unsucce
before. The Circus battery had been ¢l
repaired, and the guns there mmnuunadi
fire. A young artillery officer® haﬂﬂg
good position to flank the enemy’s '?
battery at Begofia, hastily threw up a bat
sandbags, and placing there a twelve:
opened such a well-directed fire, that the ens
guns were no longer served with vigour;
shot went wide, and, by noon, their a l
abandoned their guns. At two . m. the b
mortars and howitzers began to play upos
town; and as no adequate return could bel
for want of shells, the enemy had it all the
way, until ten at night, when they ceased,
having grievously mauled the houses, and o
sioned about forty casualties among the I
bitants, During the night a strong blind of £
and-a-half inch plank was thrown up thﬁ
length of the Arenal, to protect, in some meas
that much-frequented spot from the enemy's f

quetry.t

* Licutenant Tejada. o
4+ In the course of the might information was receive !
the ﬁﬂrﬂﬁ‘h commander-in-chicf had been Wuux]l:lﬁl:L and
Durango in a litter. This news served to inspirit the @ i
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o the morning of the L7th the besiegers’ bat-
ries were silent, and some unusual movement

'ﬂ.mmtﬂdapmwthr} besiegers in the slightest degree.
!zumdmmﬁguydmdﬂf s wounds, it 18 said,
ek unskilful treatment (vide Hlennigzen's Campaign, vol. ii.),
fﬁﬂﬁ be inelined to think more likely from his bad habit
dy and impetnous possionate disposition. A person who
Hu-‘_fﬂw days before he was wounded, said that he appeared
il of hammon s,
The name of the Carlist chief is said by Captain Hennigsen to
othie ; it is genuj.r.e Basquence, and signifies either “a P].Innﬂ
T ==.,3 m osiers,” or clse @ place whence they bring osiers,”

Hm#ﬁ—mimﬂws, (Sp.}) osiers or withes, and the verb
" to bring or carry. The terminative guwi or guy indi-
tes loeality. A1l the Basque names are significative, as Mon-
il minfmgP Achuri, rock in the river; from mendi, a
n, oda, an iron-work (ferreria); acha, rock ; wri, water or
tr. Boaleo Zalalburu, broad w.]le:,r, from zabael ; broad, beru,
Y. When the name terminates in eches (house), it is o
ﬂﬂlﬂuﬂhun, as Gloicocchea, Barnichea.
e abilitios of Zumalacarreguy have been greatly over-rated,
Hh his friends and opponents. It was highly natural for
Hhm to praise their fortunate lender; and his anta-
8 thonght, probably, by giving him the eredit of great
ty talents, to lessen their own humilistion. So far from
iguy having recast the art of war, he simply did
at Miny h-B'-'l done before, which system of tacties is indige-
-hﬂm Bazque provinces, and may be thus deseribed :—As
‘* "1“11% the Basque soldiery retire regularly from

I %0 mountain, stopping in favourable positions, or to
ﬂ‘ Pessuntry time to escape.  Wherever the troops halt,
probably attacks. After firing a few volleys they
sully off, without having suffered any loss. Pursuit is
ht' Useless.  Now, while a part of the Basque forces thus
T oalways in front of the invader, the remainder hang

Q

o
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appeared to be taking place. 1
received by the governor, that two battali

N ToTrm:

upon his flanks, cloze upon his rear; cut ‘
stragglers, sick, and wounded ; and thus s fine amy 1
in detail, like foathers falling from o sick fowl, The
invaders columns beeome weary and dishenrtened, the
denly set upon in some of the countless passes nnd _
country, and most likely totally defeated. Tt may 3
not oocupy the towns!  When an invading Eum
the Basque villages, he finds every one of the 1 3
Their valuables are few ; and what they have areq
or carvied off.  Buch is the Dosque system of tadt =
against the Austrian; Iofer and the Tyrolese sgainst
Seanderbeg and his Albanians sgninst the Turks
people had, and still have, the same system or mo
and at this very day the Welsh could defy the
Britain, if they possessed the same advantages,
to make similar sacrifices.

The advantages are—to have a foreign POWEr o
from whemee to procure suceours and supplies; i'n.- V
party in their favour in the London cabinet, and h .
generally ; to have the male population thuﬂ!lﬁ' v
and organized ; to have all the people (of Wﬂeﬂ} :
the eause, except the wealthy landholders and i
few large towns, These are the advantages. Nowld
fieces they must make:—to abandon their tﬂ'i'l"ﬂ'p .
dwellings the instant an enemy appesrs «ither ‘hr. Lif i
{0 see their houses burnt, and to live in the woodss:
eonceal in eaves or wools their little properties; fod
roads, bridges, and, very often, their erops, lest the &
derive benefit from them. Now, when a populag
in & strong conntry, are determined to carry on the W
manner, and to submit to such snerifices, the ©
they must win ; for in war, as in trade, those ‘Wﬁ'ﬂ
and live hardest always win. Imagine how nuﬂ?‘ iy

-.-'.-
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van of ammunition, had arrived at Portaga-
ﬁg‘u gan Sebastian. This induced Count

maney, England would have to spend before she could
nﬂﬂaﬂmﬂhnpn{}nlﬂhﬂn Now, such is, and has been,
eily the cose with the Basque provinees. The folly of the
,H];pmut and the E‘lmptﬂ.lt"i’ of Sarsfield converted the
ur + into & national war, Zumalacarreguy thoroughly
— thu tactics of the country, for he was o native, and
i d under Mina ; he well knew also the bad organization
Eﬂmd-;umy, and the character of its gencrals; he pos-
ol great activity and tact in ruling the mountaineers, with
it strength of character to make himself feared. Eraso,
a, Bopelana, Zariategni—all these chiefs would have sue-
]ﬂlt as well as Zumalacarreguy, the best proof of which is
t, that the affairs of Charles did not decline after the death
AhE SUgposed m?msrlhleganern] Ag a further proof that it is the
mwhich holds up the Basque chiefs, and not they the system,
kst Moreno, decidedly one of the mast ineapable men in Spain,
jﬂhhﬂa gained signal vietories,* perhps more so than any of
renowned Zuinalacarreguy ; yeteitherof these men, in cormmand
' wigh army, opposed to s French or British foree, eommanded
Soult or Harispe, 11ill or Colborne, would be broken Like reeds
# howr,  Bo also, had Znmalacarreguy remained faithfnl to the
and been in command of the army instead of Quesada or
i, he would equally have failed, perhaps to a greater extent
oven those grenerals, on acoount of his impetuons disposition,
ot seldom got his aetive peasantry into serapes, from which,
dupmmu, with orders to rally thirty miles off the next
i freed them. Dut this method, practicable with the

M*JF, would have rnined a regular Spanish army,
e ﬁh“”th‘“ﬂ" very aplendid—when dispersed, it 13 gpood for

J

e

Ji.'t Pﬂw da Ios
Navarvos, in August, 1837, where thﬂ di-
m of Buerens was almost tr:i.n.llv deatroyed.

Q2
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Mirasol to direct a sortie to be mn:h
time of high water. Accordingly, tha.
and flank companies of the 3rd and 4th re
with one comapny of the Cumpna:bal;
and one of the Urbanos (the 4th), the y
manded by Colonel Araoz, the chief o?
marched out by the Augustin Gate, in the
tion of Olaviaga. The Carlists defended
strong position but feebly, and the troop
little difficulty in driving them to the -:_,_,
Deusto, where Araoz judged it prudent to ha
await the coming of the troops from Po .
Three hours having elapsed without anj-
the expmted reinforcement, and observing
the enemy's force was continually i
Araoz determined to retire into the town,
was effected in good order; but the Cs
having now massed a force of near 2,000 &
this little column, Mirasol sent four compal
the 4th light infantry to his support. 7'3-"
kept up a heavy firing, which did little dama
the troops experienced a loss of only sixty-fou

The besiegers now opened their bat ;.;'._'_
such vigour, that by ten p. m. they sent U8
large thirteen-inch shells, besides abundal
round shot. The damage occasioned
shower of projectiles was but insignifican
although a shell blew up the expence ma
at the Circus, no lives were lost. This b
being over, an equally busy night succeeded
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, hours of darkness being few, it was important
e the forwarding of the defences. At the
wrner of the street Santamaria a battery was
anstructed, and an old iron twenty-four pounder,
ing since condemned as unserviceable, was dug up
bom where it had been lying for years, monnted,
and placed there to check the besiegers’ fire from
Miravilla. The barricading of the streets was
eontinued, and numerous sand-bags repaired the
‘lamage done to Fort Larrinaga by the enemy’s

On the 18th Count Mirasol determined to try
“another sortie, which was equally injudicious
with the former, no combination having been
arranged with the division at Portagalete; nor was
the military skill displayed in conducting this
sortie at all superior to the planning. Instead of
uming the enemy's position by the ravine of
‘Uribarri, Mirasol plunged into the long defile of
- the Campo Volantin, as Araoz had done the day
before ; but this day the Carlists were better pre-
pared. The column of attack consisted of the
- same companies of the 3rd and 4th regiments as
3 tarched the day previous, the light company of
: muﬁedu. 100 men of Compostela, one company
‘the Cazadores of Isabel II., and the small de-
it of marines under Captain Ebsworth.
; :-T*P“Eﬂn*hﬂats were stationed off the convent of
: .Em- Augustin, to protect the left flank of the
- colomn, which, as soon as it cleared the Estufa,
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was saluted by a heavy fire of ¢
three hundred Carlists, cunﬂe,alﬂd
bank on the Alvia side of the river, .
that none of the military ever tho L
enemy ucﬂupjrmg such an advants ;..-;.,.-._-;_:';:'
and 1t is equally singular that Tirasol, -
saw his men fast falling from this § .'".'
not send across from the Arenal ah
dislodge the Carlist sharpshooters;
even sufficient presence of mind tﬁ
men inside the rope-walk, which wuuld
pletely sheltered them from this galli
column, however, pushed on; and on n
the Junta de Caminos, which is
quarters of a mile from the town, drew uj
sition to receive the enemy, who now thre
serious attack. The hour of high- atel
passed, without any signs of the ¢
galete column, and it being eﬂdentﬂu

had obstructed the navigation of tha
ﬁmkmg lighters loaded with stones, {
seeing nothing more to be done, gave the o
retreat, which instantly brought the | 1_
long on. Nevertheless the troops retir
order and precision, despite the incessan
of the enemy, who followed close iﬂ
Having been that day to Portagalete, or
back I fell in with the Carlist troc
from the fight. They were evidently mf
well pleased, so that I judged the comba
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ﬁwﬂrahla to them as they wished, The
llEﬂ suffered severely. Of the small
sent of British, Lieutenant Fitzpatrick was
;gh two of his men, and three were
_ .d. which, with the three hurt the day
. reduced this little band to twenty. Lieut,
1 was buried the next day with the

honours due to a general officer. Two
h officers were killed and five wounded ;
.ntice number of casualties exceeding seventy.
e 19th and 20th passed away quietly. A few
n shot were exchanged occasionally, and
 fire of small-arms at intervals was rather
k. The garrison and inhabitants improved
fime o the utmost, by assiduously labouring
 the fortifications, which were now far more
gient than on the first day of the siege.
i the afterncon of the 20th a heavy fire of
ill-arms was heard in the direction of Olaviaga,
¢h, it being about high-water, clearly indicated
it the column from Portagalete was attempting
AN %puﬂnge Such proved to be the case.
nanding officer of that division, Brigadier-
itﬁhlx having formed the regiments of
and San Fernando, four - battalions, in
n, marched forwards witha large convoy. of
Jladen with stores, convoyed by the
ﬂﬂtlﬂa of gun-boats, Strange to say, the
ﬂhwed him to pass, without opposition,

dable defiles of Montecabras, and to oc-

L
-
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cupy Olaviaga ; but here the fu '
the column was obstructed by a bridg
chain stretched across the river, and light
mid-channel ; the whole protected hy !
of San Mames, where was posted the
chief Guibelalde, with two battalions,
reconnoitering these obstacles, as the tide I
turned, and there was no appearance -—-'-';-'
ment on the part of the town, Alaix deter ‘
retreating to Portagalete, which was 1:.'*:'
effected without loss. In this expedition
many other occasions, the garrison of Bi
commanded by the gallant Echaluce,
distinguished themselves. Crossing the Ca
they drove the Carlist guerillas from Serre
the heights of Olaviaga, without which the:
of Alaix could not have advanced beyond
quarantine ground, nor could the fotille
remained an instant in the reach of Olaviag

In most countries military operations seem
carried on in a very slovenly manner. '
ference between theory and practice is ims
possibly this chiefly arises from the countles
tails of a modern army, which, conjointly
the dread of responsibility, render the m
too ponderous for any but men of firsteral
lities. Now, men of this desecription are @
rare ; perhaps more so in the army than any'
profession, because in it there are in all coun

more who rise from influence than from ¥

1T o

Kl
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ﬁw in the Spanish army this is very universally
, case: hardly any one ever dreams of getting
forward by his deeds—no, he has a surer card, a
;:F.d-friend in the war-office. Had either Mirasol
~ or Alaix possessed military abilities, they must
ave felt the imperative necessity of a strict co-
'.'n:paﬁﬁgn to ensure success to the expedition ; but
these personages, although daily receiving de-

hes from each other, through the medium of
~ the British officers, had so little notion of com-
~ bining for their mutual support, that we see Mirasol
- making two sorties, whilst Alaix remains quiet ;
and then, when the Portagalete column does move,
~ Mirasol does not stir, as if he was desirous of
~ being cven with his outside friend : for when Alaix,
with his column, did march forward on the 20th,
Count Mirasol was so far from being prepared for
- such an event, that, instead of having 2,000 men
. ready to march for the protection of this convoy,
- tohim of priceless worth, when he was first ap-
- prised of the firing, he appeared surprised, and
. refused to credit that it could be the Portagalete
- roops, Sending an aid to reconnoitre, the count
 (then in company with the author) met the deputy
Ubagon, who said the firing was occasioned by a
8ortie of the garrison of Bursefia.®*  Satisfied
~ with this explanation, General Mirasol gave the.

* Befior de Uhagon was naturally led to entertain this opinion,

| i;:h@am of the firing being chieBy on the left bank of the
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matter no further notice. Soon aflterward
ever, when aunthentic intelligence did arrive
count was sorry that nothing had been dey
now it was too late. To what can such
conduct be attributed? No excuse can b
on the score of want of communication,
probably, no besieged town ever yet enjoyed
facilities ; for the British officers were emp
to the utmost stretch of service, perhaps by
what was decent, in carrying letters to ang
What could be the purport of these de pa
which, according to the invariable langua
the Spanish authorities, were of such
unportance, and which the young officers
majesty’s navy often incurred serious risk
rying? None ean tell—except that it is
dantly clear that no plan for a r-'--:.-
ment on both sides could ever have beel
subject of these *“ important despatche: :a-:
when Mirasol went out, Alaix staid at home,
vice versa. Nor can it be objected that 2
obeyed his orders; for Count Mirasol, in | :--
despatches, praises him abundantly, :
On the three following days, the 21st,22nd,$
the besiegers appeared to labour under a
of ammunition ; from their batteries they fir .
rarely. The said indispensable article, pow
being scarce with us also, our guns were sil
but while the ordnance department enjoyee
armistice, the fire of small arms was incessan
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und the lines. The enemy’s marksmen, shel-
r}m houses, ditches, vineyards, and the thou-
\nd hollows and inequalities of the soil, fired
with extraordinary precision, continually picking
f men and officers, in the batteries, and passen-
qess in the streets, Had it not been for the blinds,
parapets, and barricades, which now were erected
eyery fifty or a hundred yards, none could have
left their houses without imminent risk ; even with
gll these precautions, accidents were DUMErous.
~ Por some time past a report had been current
in the town, that Generals Latre and Espartero
were at Portagalete, or, at least, in the neigh-
‘bourhood ; this day the news was comfirmed, with
the addition that Valdez, the minister of war,
was at Ordufia; all, therefore, now anticipated a
speedy deliverance, and the more sanguine in-
dulged hopes of a total defeat of the enemy.
However, it was clear that the besiegers enter-
tained no great apprehensions, for they continued
1o be busily employed in bringing up stores, am-
mutition, &c. Nevertheless, the main force of
- besiegers crossed over to the left bank, and took
 Up a position on the heights of Castrojana, which
command the passage of the Cadagua, in every
direction ; for although the queen’s troops might
bave crossed by Bursefa, the position of the
- enemy, entrenched on the flank and summit of
; ‘h_mﬂuntaiu, amid walls, ditches, hedges, and
. bouses innumerable, offered serious, if not in-
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superable obstacles to the march of the Ol
It appeared, however, that the Christing:
considered the attempt must be made, !
cordingly led forth their troops to the
One column tried to force the bridge
jana, the other crossed at Bursefia. No
was made by the first column : without!
ing the bridge, the Carlists had render
passable, and the Christinos were comg :?
sist with some loss. On the Eurseﬁa
assailants, at first, were more success _
gained ground very slowly, and the
Christinos, at Castrojana, enabled the €
send reinforcements to their right; so
finding that he could make no impr_
off his men. The enemy followed, &
the river, but, charged vigorously by
dores, they were driven into the stre
many were drowned. Young Cuevi |
killed, and altogether the loss of the
be 300 men, whilst Latre lost fully &
sides, completely failed. He fell back
tagalete.
On the 24th, the enemy's masses
slowly approaching the town, leaving on
guard on the Castrojana heights
shooters scattered round the lines, as ust
up a biting fire. At noon their mortar b8
began to play, and continued, for
throwing shells with extraordinary go8
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__precision 1t cannot be termed—there was
v one of their missiles that did not do mis-
ot o buildings, or individuals; three shells fell
o the Convent of San Francisco, where there
i * powder magazine; and, although a box of
des took fire, and twenty-eight ex-
ded, yet by the admirable exertions of the
MEicers and soldiers, the flames were extingnished
ithout further damage. -

Notwithstanding the trifling defences of the
wa, it was now seen, that since the besiegers
lacked resolution to assault firmly, the ravages
eansed by their artillery could be easily repaired
fith sand - bags, and that so efficiently, as to
ender the works daily more formidable ; so much
u the besiegers’ twelve and nine-pounders,
Which, at the beginning of the siege, swept away
e miserable lath and plaster walls by fathoms,
ecame incapable of doing any very serious da-
jage; for our batteries now were faced with
fnd-bags, sixteen to eighteen feet thick. Thus
$iar as a cannonade went, besieged and besiegers
ere equal; but to their shells we could make
8 return, A city, particularly one situated as
an easy mark to hit,—far more so than
fitle pinched-up battery, about ten yards square.
° could all cur ingenuity avert the mischief
feasioned by their musquetry; for, they being
L quiet possession of all the heights, their fire
ied every nook in the town; females were
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wounded in their sitting-rooms,
quetry from Miravilla actually wounded s
in the battery at Larrinaga, the balls rangin
hill to hill, clear over the town, a distance ¢
or 800 yards; so that strong blinds 1ad
erected, to screen the men : but, not before®
tenant Macduff, of the little English a"
been severely wounded in the back, ‘
ball, whilst pointing a gun against the besis
hreaching hattery. Hitherto the casualt
garrison, and among the inhabitants, w
being so numerous as the severity l:if" he
might have led one to expect. The v
tinued fine, provisions abundant ; the E{f
townspeople, so far from diminishing,
than ever; the soldiery imbibed somethin 12
gay good humour of the Urbanos; and ﬂm
of defence was guarded with still greater vigi
than ever; for each person felt, that to su
surprise now, when the term of our troubles
nearly over, would have been bitter indeed.

On the morning of the 24th, the F
English consuls, with Captains Lapidge ‘
vet, went to the head quarters of E as0,
commander-in-chief of the besieging army, ¢
mand redress for the stoppage of their boa
the river. General Eraso was lodged in a
house, near the Puente Nueva; a few ill
ed soldiers were at the door, together with §
hundreds of peasantry. In the Salz, above st
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the general was seated at dinner, with his wife,
g comely dame of some thirty-five years, and
ghout a dozen or fifteen officers; amongst whom
I recognised Epalza, the famous Carlist notary,—
Arjona, the son of the wealthy asisiente de Sevilla,
who owed every thing to Ferdinand, and repaid
his benefactor by waging war against his daughter,
—Zariategni was there, a good-looking man, and an
excellent officer,—a Portuguese, whose name I did
not hear,—and a young English or Hanoverian
officer, named Hennigsen, whom Colonel Arjona
wld me (by the way he called him Enny) was
much liked by Eraso and the other generals. In
person, General FEraso was the reverse of a
soldier-like looking man; tall and thin, clad in
clerical black, he had the appearance of a country
turate, but his face was pale and wan, although
his eyes were beautiful, and shone with strange
splendour. He received the English and French
gentlemen with an unembarrassed dignity of
thanner, which was pleasing,—promised that strict
orders should be given for the boats and subjects
of the two powers not to be molested on any
dcount; that he would give, besides, passes to the
French and English officers, so that they might
have Ingress or egress at their pleasure. This

€ the conversation took a general turn; they
Spoke of the Eliot treaty in terms of praise, but
Seemed rather surprised at the protracted resist-
hce of the town, although they did not appear to
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entertain the least doubt of eventually capty
it. Indeed, Arjona said that they might |
taken the town the first day, had they “
lose 500 men, but it was of no use to thre
lives when they were certain that I-th
never force their lines, and that the garrison
little or no ammunition. However much & "
part of this observation might be open to disy
there was no mistake about the second ; there
were right enough., Neither did it su --~_f
that they should know so well what pas
town, for I was aware that they received daily|
ligence; besides, such is the habitual ca :..‘1';"
of the Spanish generals, and their lumberi
of doing business, that, among a hmtd&
their intentions are found out long hefm
put m execution.

25th and 26th. —These days passed over g
the besiegers fired but seldom; their
were seen marking out a new battery, in the
vine of Ulibarri, evidently intended to fank ]
lona. In the Barranco del Bosque, they !
also constructing a battery for two guns, o
Larrinaga. The artillery of the town ed &
shots occasionally, at the enemy’s workmen; I
could not be spared; meantime the fire of
quetry was, as usual, vigorously kept up on
sides, though with small loss to either, both
siegers and besieged being now well under ¢!
Fresh supplies of ammunition being seen ) &
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i the Carlist camp, the inhabitants feared ano-
ther bombardment, and naturally became more
jent for the arrival of the army.

At four in the morning of the 27th, the besiegers’
hatteries made amends for their long silence, by
opening a tremendous fire. By noon they had
thrown 195 shells into the town and lines, occa-
 sioning deplorable havock. A large shell, falling
 into a house in the street of Barrencalle, killed
 the adjutant of the regiment of Ronda in his bed ;
the rest of the family escaped unhurt, although
the explosion blew out the side of the building,
and destroyed all the partitions. When the bom-
~ bardment ceazed, two battalions advanced, and
seattering themselves around the lines, kept up
guch an unrelenting fire of musquetry, that, not-
withstanding all the defences thrown up, the
 sireets were nearly impassable. Above five ». .
~ the firing ceased, when an officer with a flag of
. truce presented himself at the Durango gate, with
i summons to surrender. The letter brought was
- feegived, and a speedy answer promised : but as
- Mirasol judged that this might be a pretext to lull
-~ thetown into a false and fatal security, favourable to
 the enemy's attempting a surprise, he very wisely
iﬁﬂ:l&d the patroles, increased the guards, and,

=r {'ﬂﬁﬂfﬂ recommending to his officers the strictest
- Vigilance, he frequently visited the posts himself
| during the night.

With the dawn, the besiegers, who had been

H
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howling hideously during the mght !
stand to their arms, leading us to antic i
repetition of yesterday’s sport, hutwn e
taken: before six a.m., the muaqn?ah'y
and at eight 4. n., the officer who broug
summons retumed for an answer.
whose object was to gain time, admitted Ep
proposal to send two officers into the tow
have an interview. For this purpose, a truce
agreed upon for four hours, all hostilities ces
on both sides. At half past eleven a. . the!
list commissioners arrived, and were i L
ceived by Colonel Araoz, the chief of ¢
Don Juan Arana, the alcalde, and the co ' ;_'_
Accompanied by these gentlemen, the Car b'"
voys, Colonels Arjona and Zariategui, wen
house of Gﬂllllt Mirasol: here ﬂ]gr R0
the town in form, declaring that their instru
from General Eraso were to the eﬂhct
hope of succour was lost, for Valdez, the 1
of war, was opposed by Villareal wﬂh
forces, and that General Latre had bee
pletely defeated by Sarasa st Gastrn_]an
sisting in his scheme to gain time, Mirasol &
was not aware of General Latre havmg
feated ; and therefore he supposed thg il 1: :
would not objeet to his sending two off '-
Portagalete to verify the fact, and for that ¢ -.
prupused to extend the truce for two
Carlist commissioners did not mueh

1'_
|
"r

F.
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offer, but nevertheless agreed to bear the message
' {o their general, promising an answer by four in
~ the afterncon. They then took their leave, re-
. torning as they came. On passing the town
~ house, where was stationed the principal gnard of
 the urbanos, the cheers were loud for the queen,
~ and no little abuse was heaped upon the Carhst
~ gommissioners, their cause, and king : being, how-
 eyer, present, I can declare that no violence was
offered to these personages, and therefore Mr.
Hennigsen’s account of their ill treatment is desti-
tute of foundation. , Men, like the urbanos, who
knew the fate rescrved for them by their implaca-
ble foes, from which all the capitulations, all the
gaths in the world would not have protected
them, who had seen their dwellings laid in ashes,
- their children slain during the siege, were not
~ likely to be lavish in their compliments to the au-
“thors of their sufferings. Il treatment, indeed!
~ mot a hand was lifted against them; abused by
speech they certainly were, which was quite
natural. Did they expect to be received with
h and trembling, or with acclamations for Don
Carlos? The gallant bearing of the urbanos did
Bt warrant the one, nor their well known princi-
m the other. In the time of the French war, it
- i well known that the envoys who summoned the
| Spanish towns to surrender, were frequently with
miﬂg difficulty saved from the hands of the
Populace, who would have torn them to pieces:
R 2



244 PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

but in the ranks of the urbanos there w
of those miscreants who disgrace a ez .
brutal cruelty on defenceless indivi
wretches abounded among the Garl:ﬂn,
of the lowest rabble of the cities, and t
and ignorant peasantry of the mo -
same who murdered Don Candido Arecha
who would have torn to pieces any of the
with whom they might chance to meet.
The Carlist commissioners having left the
the truce continued for two or three hours
teen deserters came over, and several of th
my, who came down to enquire for their f
were without hesitation admitted ; ----ﬁ.,'.
ticular, were with their relatives in con
when the truce terminated; not tlmr
attempt was made to detain them —they re
unmolested to their party. o
A few minutes before four, a trumpeter br
a note from Eraso to the following cffee
within two hours no envoys are sent "
town to treat for a surrender, hostiliti
commence.” To which Mirasol dnlﬁ
‘ Begin when you like.” At a quarter p
the Larrinaga battery opened its fire, & H
besiegers were not slow in returning it, the
became general, and lasted until mldm t,
the firing ceased. The enemy’s fire w
directed against the Larrinaga battery, 3 '[_:
reduced to a heap of ruins: three shel ‘~
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a small building in the fort, which served as a
magazine, and although the. explosion destroyed
the interior and roof of the edifice, the powder
did not take fire; 184 bombs fell into the town,
which suffered considerably ; still the loss of life.
on the side of the besieged was small, when con-
trasted with the length and severity of the combat.
During this action, an expense magazine, situated
in & house in the rear of the besiegers’ breaching
battery, blew up, occasioning a serious loss of
lives, as was afterwards ascertained : at a later
period, the same house, either by accident or
design, was set on fire, and continued burning for
many hours.

After the combat ceased, a profound silence
ensued ; a silence so deep, that the hissing and
¢rackling of the flames in the burning house
alone were audible, although ten thousand men,
lately engaged in mortal fight, rested upon their
arms, within half gunshot of each other.

After this rude trial of strength, the besiegers
seemed, on the following day, to be unwilling to
recommence hostilities. By the advices received
from Portagalete, we were aware that Valdez had
been removed, and a new general appointed ; also
that Latre bad been reinforced by a strong
division, so that there was some probability of a
?.Peﬁdjr movement to raise the siege. The be-
Siegers were very active in making signals to their
different positions, ‘construed by some as sympto-
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matic of the advance of the army. Towa
afternoon, parties of the queen’s tyoops were
near Bursefia, and during the whole of this |
(29th), both besieged and besiegers seemed g
tent to be spectators, so that, bqrumi a
musquet shots, nothing oceurred to break
tranquillity of the scene. %
On the morning of the 30th, the besiegers w
silent as beéfore; the inhabitants &nﬂ ; '- .‘-I,
became impatient for the advance of the a
although perfect assurance was now ent 4"
by all that the siege would soon be rmsa:l
were of opinion that the enemy was witl ,*,-
his cannon, and strongly advocated the pro r"
of a sortie, to make the besiegers disp u
force, and convince them that they could not
safety concentrate their whole army to op
the march of the queen’s forces. This advice
not, however, palateable to the military
thorities ; — they said the besiegers’ lines 1 ,
strong to be easily taken; that it would ¢
great many lives unneq:essanly, as the city
soon be relieved. Tt is barely worth whil
point out the fallacy of this reasoning ; the Carl
were morally depressed by their failure be ;
place, but they had suffered little numerica
Now had the garrison made a desperate set
the besiegers the instant the columns moy a-."'.'
must have caused them great loss, perhaps &
defeat. Of what conscquence would it have B
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had the garrison lost two thousand men, if the
pesiegers lost’ as many ; they must have been
heaten, and this heavy loss would have added to
their discouragement. Lahera’s thirty thousand
men would have replaced all deficiencies; besides,
recruits are never wanting to the victors: but
then, had the garrison marched, fought, and with
the loss of two thousand bought a complete vie-
tory, a great number of those who were then
speculating upon their “ getting a step” for the
siege, might have been beyond the reach of fear
or favour.

Advices were frequent during this day and
following night ; several deserters also came over
from the enemy; most were of opinion that the
besiegers intended to give battle, but some
thought they would retire without hazarding an
engagement.

At dawn, on the lst July, 1t was observed that
the reveiliez of the Carlists was not so prolonged
a8 usual ; various movements on the part of the
enemy were distinguished, all indicating a retreat.
At half past eight a.m., the Carlists displayed,
from the signal house at Banderas, a red flag on
the eastern, and a white on the western flag-staff.
This sufficiently indicated that the army was
marching on both banks of the river, and in fact
Soon after, a despatch was received, announcing
the march of the army on both sides of the river.
At ten a. ». the Carlist battalions were in rapid
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retreat from Castrojana towards Miravi ‘.:-_.:'
from Archanda and Olaviaga towards the Py :
Nueva. With their columns were seen hg
ing some hundreds of the emiable andig !
spirited peasantry, whom zeal for their libe
joined with a frifling appetite for pl rn:--.;__'f
induced to gather from far and near, to rej
over the ruin and fatten on the spoils of B
At eleven a. v, the queen’s troops were
occupy Banderas, while, shortly after,
column was seen crowning the heights nf ﬂ*
jana. The besiegers were still hampﬂr&i
defiles around the town. A bold push might}
carried Begofia or the Morro ; in short, the opj
tunity was such as to tempt a blind man 1'
however, Mirasol kept still,—not a soldier m
prudence was carried to such an extent,
it looked like fear. Near noon, the enemy hi
completely retired, Count Mirasol, in full unifo
went out with a detachment to meet the n:-f=_;__'.'" :
which quietly and slowly advanced, just in pre
tion as the foe retired. When the Carlists b
so did the Christinos: it appeared a bus
upon war, and more like an agreement r-h'fr_.
else. With the tide came the flotilla, whit
its way destroyed the bridge of boats at
Mamés ; and at three ». m. seventeen ba
mart:hed into the town, while abount
battalions were cantoned in the neighbouring:
lages. Littlediscipline was observed by the soldié

i g
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- gnd numerous houses were speedily in flames.

The miserable excuse offered by the generals for
this shameful conduet was, that from these houses
the enemy had annoyed the town, True it is, that
the besiegers bad derived great and manifold
advantages from having possession of such solid
edifices so close to the lines: but whose fault was
that? Clearly of the folk called engincers, who
constructed, and generals who directed the forti-
fications. Now that the danger was past, why
destroy them ? Common sense pointed out, long
before, the propriety of bringing them within the
line of defence; and what was from ignorance,
laziness, and pride neglected before, might now
have been remedied ; but even experience is lost
upon the queen’s generals. These observations
particularly apply to the church and palace of
Begofia, two solid stone structures, on which the
cannon of the town had made no more impression
than pocket pistols. Yet Count Mirasol, from a
perversity of judgment, which made the Carlists
smile, ordered the tower of Begona church to be
pulled down, and the palace to be burnt !

ORSERVATIONS ON THIS SIEGE.

The three commanding positions of Artagan,
‘Hirmri]la, and the Morro, which on all sides over-
look the town, and are the keys of its defence,
were carefully left out of the lines constructed by
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the Spanish engineers, and yet
5,300 men was amply sufficient to defend
extension ; indeed, the oceupation of ,.-;.:'
and paIacE of Begnna alone would have p |
the enemy’s plan of attack, and also rendere ’
men necessary for the defence; for
church and palace well fortified, and a garri
300 men therein, not above one-half
actually on duty at the Circus, would §
required : besides, the Carlists had no
sufficient calibre to breach such Bﬂlﬂ bui
The error was great in not fortifying tl
tions of Artagin, Miravilla, and the M T
when the place was really threatened wﬂh
it was too late to attempt fortifying ei
Morro or Miravilla, for each of these emine
are distant about 600 yards from thﬂ
there are no buildings thereon, as at
which could be instantly converted into f
For this neglect, therefore, Count Mi "-.
serves not blame so much as his predece

but, for the abandonment of Begofia, contra
every rule of science, and to the plainest d
of common sense, he is certainly respons ’I
this neglect, had his enemy been ..---.--_.'
prising, would have been fatal. On the le
of the river, near the water-side, is l.hﬂr
and town-house of Alvia; there are also t
stone edifices, perfectly commanding thalg‘e
the town, and which lies between the Aug
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(onvent and the Arenal, were in like manner
sbandoned to the enemy. On the right bank of
dhe river, opposite the church of Alvia, stood the
W-bui’iding, known as the Estufa: it was the
work of one night only to connect the Estufa with
the convent of San Augustin, and little more was
seeded to place the church of Alvia in a state of
lefence, when that entire quarter of the towm
would have been secured. But Mirasol, far from
~ adopting this measure, and thus availing himself
~ ofall those huge massy structures which girdled
 the city, to keep her destroyers at bay, shrunk up
his defensive lines, abandoned Alvia and Begona,
~ and actually burnt the Estufa, which was a piece
 of gratuitous destruction, for three companies
would have sufficed to defend the whole. Insuch
case it would have been perhaps necessary to
burn the rope-walk opposite the Estufa. In con-
sequence of these posts being abandoned, the

besiegers’ light troops instantly took possession:
~ they occupied all the houses in Alvia, whence
their fire swept all the Arenal and streets con-
tiguous, greatly incommoding also the troops in
- Mallona and the Circus, and thereby obliging the

arrison and inhabitants to devote ten times the
labour in making blinds and parapets to screen
themselves from the besiegers’ fire, than was re-
m to render Alvia impregnable. This error,
and it is a grievous one, must also be charged to

Mirasol,

€
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From the point of Achuri, where th :_.f
enters the town of Bilbao, to the San Aug
north-eastern limit, there are several ford
first and most extensive is opposite tu._
space between the Town Ilouse .-rf;.
Hospital, called Los San Juanes. This ford ex
about 150 yards, in an oblique dll'Eﬂ-tlnlh
4rom the left bank of the river towards ,-..._._
end of the stone bridge. Below the chain-bs
opposite to the convent of San Francisco, is a
and smaller ford, extending barely
In front of the theatre is another, which, k
is only practicable at low-water, and
then, should the river be at all swollen wit !
Near the Augustin Convent, at a place calle
Chorros, the river is again fordable at low=y
and even at three-parts flood there is ~=':_'Z:
feet water, unless there be a fresh in the
Now, it was imperatively necessary to d&

fords, either by driving stakes in the be )
river, or by planting chevaux-de- frise, ;
together, o as to render a surprise impractie
Nevertheless, nothing was done ; and h __
Carlists been men of hardy valour, they wol
have poured in a body of 2,000 by thﬂﬂ?ﬂ"dl
San Juanes, at the same time that they at

the Circus, and in all probability the tnwn'
have been theirs without their losing abo
men.
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. Nor did Count Mirasol display more judgment
in the management of his sorties, although the
' nain defence of a town, situated as Bilbao is,
 should consist in well-planned sorties. Never
would the general attempt to sally out upon the
enemy’s batferies, although the capture of two or
 three of their guns would have been tantamount
{0 raising the siege, and certainly would have
~ been the preservation of the town; but, then, a
srtie, to be effective, ought to be made with
~ 2,000 or 2,500 men ; and yet, with a garrison of
5,300, the general was repeatedly heard tosay, that
~ he could not dispose of a larger force than 500 for
~ a sortie. The reasons for this extraordinary fact
. must be sought for in the count’s own intricate

arrangement of his troops, and in the organization
~ of the Spanish regiments, which, to judge by the
result, is none of the best. Contracted as the line
of defence was, 2,000 men, exclusive of the
urbanos, were amply sufficient for the defence.
This number deducted from the strength of the
garrison, as also 500 for sick, servants, rancheros,
and such like, would still leave above 2,000 dis-
posable. However, the number of idlers and
non-combatants in a Spanish regiment is very
- great; but this is, of course, all the fault of the
generals who allow it. Probably, of the 4,450
eomposing the garrison, excluding the urbanos
and sailors, not less than 800 never pulled a
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trigger, or did a day's work dllrmg
This being the case, it is no wonder
posable for a sortie was so small. 1
Of the egregious error committed m
sorties, of allowing the enemy to pound
of the column with impunity, T
spoken, as also of the total want of a con
plan between Alaix and Mirasol, al hough
of action was indispensable to success.
For the rest, Count Mirasol’s cmduch as
creditable ; he was very active in 1‘ st T
lines mght and day ; and, although a
in his temper, became quite popular w
soldiers ; he was indelatigable in hanum
works, and, after the first day or two, &
get more confidence; and notwithstand
of his officers did not scruple to ael
their belief of the inutility of resistance, (it b-
ported that some even hinted at the p .--:;
capltulatmn} the general never despaire
ing a successful struggle. The gnrnm *
very well, doing their duty with alac 'y
cheerfulness, Very few deserted to thﬂ; '_"
and, upon the whole, the soldiers dmph
a good deal of valour, an earnest atts *:"-
the cause for which they were ﬁghimg; '
deserved the praise bestowed upeon tham
general. The battalion of urbanos rivi
very best troops of the garrison ; 1ndEE41,
corps lent a spirit and enthusiasm to the g
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of a surety, they would have otherwise
wanted. Either acting in a body, or as volun-
with the English detachment, or wherever
there was any danger, these gallant youths were
ays the foremost.

" As for the little band of English, commanded
by Captain Ebsworth, their courage and conduct
was the theme of praise with all the garrison and
habitants. Together with some of the artillery
' company of the urbanos, and a few of the Spanish
royal artillery, they defended Fort Larrinaga
during the entire siege; and latterly it was the
especial point of attack. They likewise took part
in the gorties. Out of the number, three officers
and twenty-five men, they had one officer and
three men killed; one officer and eight men
- wounded, being thirteen casualties inall. Of the
ten buitalions composing the garrison, five sustained
' asmaller loss than this little detachment. In his
. despatch, Count Mirasol spoke, as was most just,
in terms of the highest praise of the exemplary
toirage of Captain Ebsworth and his men; and
. in memory of the siege, ordered the battery of
- Larrinaga to be in futare called Libertad.

- But without the cordial co-operation of the civil
 Authorities, and the inhabitants generally, the
 Exertions of the military would not have prevented
hﬁ]l of the place. There is, generally speak-
‘m_g. a lazy helplessness and want of foresight
- about Spanish commanders — they rarely ever
1
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think of any thing until it is wanted, an
not attainable, straight they blame thu,
It is unjust to expect civilians to m:;t:
wants of military men, and yet such v
with the Bilbao authorities; alth :
and colonels of horse and fnrnt_, of a 't%-f__
engineers, had been in the city for ty
almost all the materials of defence were y
However, the admirable municipality sc
fied the blunders of the military ; they
themselves with the police of the town, a
well did they preserve the peace, that "
bery, nor any disturbance took place.
quantities of planks, barrels, spars, Eaﬂkli‘ '
tools, &c., were gathered together; all the |
ers in the town not under arms were divi
companies, and regularly employed or
fences; the provisions were distributed ¥
due regarc[ to economy, and while l.h"_
waste, none wanted. Nor is it meet to p
n silence the generous and noble conduet b
nationals during the siege, towards _
families in the town, of whom there were
dreds; not one of them was either im -'-"”u,d.
msu]ted Or In any way injured, a]thuugh-
duet of some few among them little deser f':'“
bearance, while the nationals knew full W
in the event of the town being taken, they

be slain, and their families either mu "._d,_-_'_
imprisoned for life, Such exemplary con

.

F
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temed a strong contrast o the ferocious cruelties

. Zumalacarreguy at Cenicero® and Ochandiano,

nd was highly honourable to the urbanos.

T

'5‘555 BESIEGERS ATTACK.

1 Count Mirasol committed errors in his de-

fance, the besiegers made more in their attack :

they took up their ground well, for the fault of

ahandoning Begofia and Alvia was too glaring not

1o be seen directly, but that was the only part of
their conduct marked with judgment. The attack

onthe Circus ought to have been the false, that on
Larrinaga the real one.  In storming the breaches
t the Circus, the assailants would have suffered
fromn a cross-fire from Mallona and Larrinaga: it
istrue enough that this wonld not have intimidated
good troops, but even less was enough to check
such soldiers as the Carlists, who, being accus-
tomed to desultory fighting—to surprisals where,
at the cost of a score, they catch a hundred
| prisoners— did not relish the idea of marching
in close column up to a breach with grape
-Em taking Cemicero, the Carlist chief, in revenge for the
oo defence of the ehurch by the urbanos, (thero was no
gumison of regular troops,) tarred and feathered the wives and
m of the nrbanos, and paraded them through the streeis
“%pased to the contumely and opprobrium of his aolliery, he,

M beating these unfortunate females with his whip as they
e befors Lim.

H ¥
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playing upon both flanks, while rou :=-"="
mugquetry are pounding the front. T
no doubt that it was the ndmua:hlg
Begofia, with its church and tower wi
shot of the Circus gate, that induced Z
reguy to attack in that quarter. Had I j
been the point of attack, Miravilla and th
would have covered the assailants with ¢ th
and the guns at the Circus were unse
after the first three hours’ cannonad
days. Admit that the fort of
stronger than the Circus; but then th'a
were easier, and that ﬁ}rt taken, tha
probability, would have been lost, w b
likely to be the case at the Em:u;. AR
decease of Zumaiacarrﬁgujr, his successt
conducted the siege with little vigour;
days to pass without his batteries firi
changed the point of attack three times:
any apparent reason. This vacillatiz
of course, encouraged the garrison. '
bardment of the town was a silly p:aﬂe
cruelty, justifiable, I suppose, by the I Y
but it produced nothing beyond a mi H
nate disposition on the part of the ink:
resist. It is very probable that Era _
arose from a scarcity of ammumtmli'i
should have been provided against, m”
soldiers taught to win the place without ex]
powder. But the chief fault of Zume ""'"-'
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ﬂg not taking Portagalete with the Bursefia
i Desierto convents, prior to his attacking
Bilhao. Against his means these places would
e ’him held out two days; then, stationing his
gy between Castrojana and Portagalete, he
could have blockaded Bilbao with three battalions,
and there is little or no probability that any
‘amount of Spanish troops, under such commanders
‘a5 Latre, Lahera, or Espartero, would have beaten
oo that ground the Carlist army led by Zumala-
arreguy.
* But the truth is, the Basque leader never anti-
ipated such a resistance: this some of their
officers testified to me one day during the siege,
‘when 1 was outside. They alluded to Villafranca
‘and other places which had so easily fallen, and
seemed surprised that Bilbao held out, and still
more so, when 1 told them that they were not
mff to take it at all, unless with a loss of men
‘which would half ruin their army. The Basque
soldier, excellent in skirmishing, good behind
defences, or in pouncing upon a battalion which
h# Imt its way—where the gain is great and the
ﬁ is small,—is not at all suited for sheer hard
': he would rather make war for two
ts than fight such a battle as the 57th regiment
dat Albuera. It has been the fashion to say,
ifﬁumalacarregu}f had lived, the place would
,ham: been taken., My opinion is quite different :

ﬂlﬂﬁdmg faults of the attack were his, and his
g 2
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only. Why did he not first attack Portag
why attack the Circus instead of Larrinaga}
not have stormed the breaches at
the Monday? they were, atleast, sixty :-Ef:-'*‘
and there was no ditch, It is saui,
Hennigsen, that the men were impatie
to the assault, and cried out they were * re
go to hell, even,” I have no doubt th L
them would have had their desires fulfille
they attempted an assault; but, strange as
appear, the 5th Navarrese battalion, "*
lot to attack, munifested no p_artiﬂuha'
move on, and this, it is said, induc&d ma
reguy, (who was not wounded till the d
abandon his intention of carrying thﬁ
storm, at least for that time. - E
In fact, the whole campaign was full of bl
on the part of the Carlists. Tt was the ol
Don Carlos that sent Zumalacarreguy ag 108
bao, instead of Vitoria or Pamplona,* or acr

'l
L
: 3

* It may appear strange that I should '_T
. 1

Pamplona as an casier undertaking thon that of Bilk
forraer is o first-rate fortress, but that does ﬂﬂﬁ
the population of Pamplona is very far from ..J_-:"T
zealons for the quesn's cause a8 that of Bilbao 3+ it 1
Carligt ; there are fow national guards ; and scow ,,
are to negligence of every deseription, who would bel .
‘were ever sixty days’ provisions in the fortress? For solds

+ Buch was said to be the ease in 1835 : it may ..‘:
for the betler 2inee.
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Ebro; and even in the prosecution of the siege
thus forced upon him, neither the Carlist leader
por his successor displayed either skill or conduct,
and their soldiers were far, very far, from giving
& of that desperate valour which their ad-
mirers had so lavishly attributed to them. Itis
even no more than truth, when I affirm that they
made war upon the town more like a tribe of
American Indians than a European army; their
favourite employment being to scatter themselves
aound Miravilla, the fields of Alvia, or the houses
near Begona, and fire at any one passing in the
streets, so that the batteries were by far the safest
places. It was perfectly easy for them to distin-
guish a soldier from a civilian, a man from a
woman or child, but no regard was paid by the
begiegers to those trivial distinctions. One boy
‘of ten years old was killed by 2 musquet-shot at
L my door, another wounded, as also a woman, and
in the streets the casualties were numerous.

86 10k like to mount » breach, all places are alike, whether it be
ﬁ?_‘ lofty castles of Pamplona or the mud garden-walls of Bilbao.
E ‘HEE becomes a blockade. Now famine will as soon reduce
ang fort, as another, the quantity of food and number of months
e oqual, Then, again, the defanlt of the mational guards
wonld greatly lessen the chances of the regular military making &
!‘F““ﬂ defence,
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CHAPTER V. :
Cieneral Cordova arrives and takes the command of h :
Carlists testify their Vexation at the Ingoerd renoe of
glish—Attack on the Ringdove's Boat,—H. M. 8.
comes into the River.—The armed ﬁuhmuuih, L
from Santander to join the Squadron in the River
under (renerul Maroto blockade the Town. -Lag "
the Army, having gone towards Alava. w}
gorrin.—Hoat of the Tsabel fired upon, and Linites
e Prisoner.—Boats of the Royalist attacked.
strances of Captain Lapidge unattended te £
British Legion arrive at Portagalete, i:.
tained by the Carlists when Passing up thy Rive
Ringdove’s Cutter.—Dlockade raisel by the adw
giom, comes to Bilbao.—Fortifications on the River
of Armgorringn (11 Sept.)—Ezpelots and Fepel
Bilbao,—General Evans, with the Legion,
Clastro and ]-Ji-IIJ-PiH-H‘ th.l'ﬂ-ﬂﬁh the Mﬂ-l‘i-lldﬂlhi, :
The Battalion of Royal Marines arrive in Bilk 10—
of the Cordova Party to the Discay Provinces, an 1 ko
in particular.—Famous Decree of the Mlocks de.—
bable Canses, —Effoct thercof upan the Trade of thel
Town.—Actions at ﬁ:hhan——ﬂiﬂgﬂ of Guetarin-
geda taken by Bpuin,—Ploncia taken by Fguin,—ld
surrenders to the Cardists.—Cordova completily
mllod—San Schastian  blockaded.—Iritish Lagio
CGremeral Fvans, retuwens to (he Uoast,—Iland at San :
and defest the Carlists —Cordova attacks the Larli
claims a Vietory— goes to Madrid, — Isturiz
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~ Return of Cordova to the Army.—Excursion of San Miguel

 {o_Somaorrostro. — Gomes marches westward, defeats

* Tello, and plunges into the Asturias—Easpartero follows,

keoping always one day behind —Carlista attack Evans
and are repulsed.

Tae partiality of General Valdez, when minister-
of-war, had given the command of the army of
mserve, then assembling at Burgos, to (General
Lahera, than whom a more incompetent person
eould probably not have been found in the ranks
of the Spanish army, The other general, Latre,
in his despatch, says, that he urged the march of
the new general-in-chief, by all the means in his
power, and that among the arguments which he
used, one was to the effeet, ** that even the
English officers had manifested an earnest desire
o save Bilbao, which was very extraordinary and
unaccountable.” From this sapient remark, we
may fancy what sort of a genius Seiior Don Manuel
Latre himself was. On the entry of the army
into Bilbao, Lahera published a bando, ordering
the soldiers to abstain from robbery, under penalty
of death. The captain of the 4th company lst
battalion of Castille, who, with his entire com-
pany, was lodged in my house m Deusto, drew
up his men, and read the proclamation, which
being done, he added, ‘* This s disereditable to
the army, and we do not deserve it; we are

# Qmoted from memory.
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punished for the faults of others.”” Bu
disciplineg could be expected when u{& '
held such language to their soldiers. 2
On the 3rd of July, General Corde 3 ar
and took the command of the army ; « *
John Hay, who was then in Bilbao, paid |
usual visit of ceremony. The appointne
Cordova was decidedly popular with he a
he had seen much service during thig
was almost the only officer who had gaineg
increase of reputation. This Jjudicions g
ment, together with the facts of the English
French governments having agreed to sen
an auxiliary legion into Spain, besides othes
cours ; and of the Carlists having just lost
leader, and suffered a repulse before Bilb
couraged the general opinion that, *W
management, the fortune of war would
against the Carlists. Tt was not considere
the Basque population was now tho ough
tile, that it had suffered but small num
losses, and could still count eighty thous -':I
to bear arms.
The active part taken by the offic ers ol
English squadron in the late siege, and th
of H. M. government being determined deel
to support the caunse of the queen of ""f'.- ¢
sioned a great change in the conduet of the
lists towards the English. Very plain inti

was given that the English should not
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1o “ alcahuetear® para los negros,” as they had be-
fore. Nor did they allow the British to wait long
fora sample of the treatment that in future they
might expect.

- The Ringdove’s boat, commanded by Mr. John
Ellint, admiralty-mate, coming up the river under
 sail, was fired upon when near the English burying-
ground, and two seamen were wounded. Cap-
~ tain Lapidge immediately wrote to Maroto, the
Carlist commander in Biscay, demanding satis-
. faetion ; which was evaded, and Captain L.’s com-
~ plaints were replied to by recriminations. After-
- wards it was ascertained that the man who fired
- upon the boat was one Macharratia, formerly a
- watérman in the Bilbao river, now a soldier in the
Istbattalion of Biscay, commanded by Luqui,  alias
Verastegui, At a later period, when Captain Le-
Hardy, of the Saracen, waited upon Maroto with
- 4 leiter from Lord John Hay on the subject,
- Wherein something was said about this man being
given up, Maroto almost laughed at the idea,
and all that.he could be made to promise was,
that he would give strict orders to prevent the
- Teturrence of such an outrage.

- A deeper revenge was soon taken by the Car-
hﬁh Three soldiers belonging to Captain Ebs-
- Wortl's detachment, despite of the orders they had

_'*‘B_'B& Newman's Dictionary, passin,
- g, in Basquence, means a fox—but the Celtic Basques,

J like the Ameriean Indians, are fond of significant nicknames,
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received, would go beyond the gates of the &
they were dogged by the peasantry, n"' '_":'_
stant they were induced by some women to.
a house, they were set upon by a partjrni
Although unarmed, the soldiers fuught vard,
one was killed on the spot; the other two, '1
ed, were led away to Arrigorriaga, whatﬁ?
having had them identified, ordered ther
instantly shot. These were the first victi *
Durango decree, and these unfortunate ¥
longed to the crew of that vessel whtﬂh
captured twenty-seven Carlist officers, -omi in|
join the insurrection, declared, that if ':;a
were not spared, they would no longer serve
queen’s cause! The lives of the twenty
officers were spared, and many of theni
serving the Pretender ; but this act of m
Carlists repaid with blood,—the blood ﬂt" ?r
men who had spared the lives of their confe
General Cordova had now led away ti
to the line of the Arga. The Gar]lsts,
been besieging Puente la Reina, raised tl
at his &pprua{:h and at Mﬁﬂd]gﬂfﬂﬂ th
armies came in contact. The result wﬂi
favourable to Cordova, who published a
bastic aceount of the action, which suiﬁm&f .
him at the head of the aristocratic party.
The Carlists did not display less
after the death of Zumalacarreguy, th_an -.:
clearly shewing their strength to depaﬂﬁ
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stgady system, not upon one man. As a matter
of course, after the death of Zumalacarreguy, the
Castillian party became ascendant in the councils
of Don Carlos, and the Basque party thrown into
the back ground. Moreno became commander-in-
chief, and Maroto replaced Sarasa in the com-
- mand of Biscay—this latter chief directly invested
* Bilbao, so that before one month had elapsed from
our late siege, we were again blockaded.

While the British commodore was in Bilbao,
the Duke of Bucecleugh'’s yacht arrived, with his
brother on board, and some other gentlemen.
They went out to see Sarasa, at his head-quarters
sear Galdacano, and were very civilly received.
Some sort of apology was made for firing on the
Ringdove's boat; but when allusion was made to
the murdering of the Englishmen, Sarasa said,
- it bad been done by his order, and in pursuance

of the royal decree. No sort of excuse was offer-
- ¢, or compunction manifested ; on the contrary,
it was distinetly asserted, that such should be the
- fate of all foreigners taken with arms in their
hands.

- H. M. ship Royalist was now ordered into the
tiver; and, shortly atter Lord John Hay's return
0 Bantander, he found, by Captain Lapidge’s
despatches, that the promises of the Carlist ge-
- Uerals were not much to be depended upon, for
Fhﬁfﬁﬂldiurﬂ had again been stopping and molest-
g the boats of the squadron: therefore, the com-
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modore fitted out the schooner Isabel, giving
command of her to Licutenant Pike, first of
of the Castor; she came into the river, ang
anchored off Luchana. There were
British pendants in the river, and the comm
anxious to secure the best anchorage, d B
Royalist to anchor off the Desierto, m:ni
party of marines, to take possession of the Ce
As the blockading forces were pretty nur ';-_
they occupied all the principal points on the
culting off all communication with Por
although, without the least concern for
which was now well supplied with |
stores, and ammunition, besides hfwmg
fortifications on the hills of Miravilla, s M
so that the enemy’s light troops kept at a d
and did not much annoy the town, heir
sence was, however, excessively disagre :
Cordova, being willing to do something, &
partero with a strong force. The latter
with great promptness, and was at Du ,..-;;-
unexpectedly, the inhabitants and authos
having fled during the night. The next i
entered Bilbao; Maroto and Sarasa
his approach. Ezpeleta also, who nm#
manded the reserve, was directed to ma
the town, to co-operate with Espartm,
he did. £
But during the blockade, a sad eccur: rnce i
place, with the boats of the British 50 *.'
On the 14th of August, but a brief period after
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commodore’s interview with Sarasa, the boat be-
longing to the schooner Isabel, commanded by
Mr. Lodwick, admiralty-mate of the Castor frigate,
but then attached to the Isabel, returning from Por-
mgalete, was fired upon by the Carlist guard, at
Lichana, when close to their own schooner. A sea-
 man was wounded, and Mr. Lodwick himself had a
narrow escape. On their coming alongside, Mr.
Pike, who had witnessed the affair, and had hailed
the Carlists not to fire, stepped into his boat, and
crossed over to the house of Echevarria, where
~ Qastor Andachaga, who commanded the Carlists on
that side, had his head-quarters, to demand satis-
faction for the insult offered. Scarcelywas Mr. Pike
on shore, when he was seized, disarmed, and his
men led away under a strong guard. Captain
Barlow, of the Royalist, seeing this, considered it
liis duty immediately to acquaint the senior officer
of the hostile conduct of the Carlists, and having
manned and armed his boats, hastened down to
Portagalete. Aware of his intentions, the Car-
lists lined the garden walls of the Convent with a
battalion, and, for a mile the boats of the Royalist
had to run the gauntlet of the enemy’s fire, which
mhﬂ two and wounded four. To add to the dis-
aster, a marine fell overboard, and was, of course, at
first considered lost; however, it appeared that he
had swam on shore, and was eventually dismissed
h.ﬂlﬁ enemy. By extreme exertion, and favour-
o by the tide, the hoats of the Royalist reached
Portagalete. Captain Barlow’s spirited conduct
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was highly approved of by the commuode
0 account of this exceeding outrage ran

to the British government, with a demand &
inforcements. A stern remonstrance
the Carlist chiefs, whose answers, this
highly insolent,* and ascribed the blame ¢
English officers. Experience amply provi
futility of trusting to the promises of Sg
Maroto, the ships of war, in the river, '
ordered to fire, wheneyer they were attach
any of the boats of the squadron letaing
otherwise molested, =

i
The Carlists, aware, after this pe

il

* It seems to e, that the enly probable way to h ;
these unpleasant disputes, aceompanied with snch a/lo
was, immoediately on the first loay being fired wpon, §
lect all the disposable force, landed, and seized ity o
dred head of people; if soldiers, privsts, or Jawy
s0 much the better, Having got these hostages, & 'i'- !
who fired upon the Ringdove boat, might have boen
ind they would, most likely, have given him up, Tt
of o refusal, it should then have been distinetly notifie
Calist generals and the peasaatry, through  fow of the ho
set ab Liberty for that purpose, that the next time any bor
fired wpon, and any person hurt, a hostage wonld he ex
One example would have had the offiot decired 1§
to talk about execnting the innocent for the guilty,
conntry is in the situation of the Basqua provinces, -1”
nity towards your owy peuple, and towards the inka
act in this firm manner at ™. Bpaniards, like
acknowledge, in practice, no law hut thas of foree. AR

have tarned out, the Nvey of hix Mujesty's scamen, w
ki"Ed I'IJ"' t-hﬂ Un.rlist-a, hil-"."ﬂ feter fipen W_ v
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heir doings would scarcely be tolerated, and that
whev could hardly expect that the British ships of
war would allow themselves to be insulted with im-
mity, now drew off the river-side a little ; how-
ever, not a day passed without their firing from
the heights of Montecabras, and Axpé, at the boats
‘ up and down. This the peasantry could
dowith safety, as, ensconced among the rocks, they
could not even be seen, much less dislodged, by
 the distant fire of the ships. This rendered the
service of H. M, squadron, on the river, in the
highest degree inglorious and annoying.

* According to the instructions of the general-in-
chief, Espartero was to return to Alava, and Ez-
.~ peleta to Balmaseda, as soon as the blockade of
. Bilbao was raised. Lest the enemy should again
. teturn to annoy this often-suffering town, the Bri-
tish legion was directed to be transferred to Bilbao
- from Santander.

- Perhaps a few observations upon this celebrated
© Corps may not be misplaced. When Mendizabal,
amidst the applause of the country, entered upon
- thﬁ ministry, he thought that the army, if well
paid, would fight, and fight better still alongside
of British troops ; he farther thought, by raising
this large body of auxiliary troops, to identify
< %t Britain in a manner with the Spanish con-
- Iest; and he would have fully succeeded, had not
\ ﬂH scandalous intrigues of the aristocratic party
r"}lﬂﬂﬁ all his endeavours, and, at an early hour,
(isgusted the Jegion. It is absurd to say, that
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permitting the legion to be raised was a by
neutrality ; for neutrality can only be exerej
a third power between two belligerent reey
states. Great Britain recogunised no oth

.

vereign of Spain than Isabel +=
aiding ber, our ally, against a rebellion in.

minions, was a friendly act, but '
with neutrality. Had Great Britain aided Ol
it would have been acting hostilely 1o ou r
nate ally ; in fact, it would be serving Sp
rather the government of Isabel, just as the

powers served Turkey at Navarino. Even
= - L

British government had sent a body of i
troops to assist the queen of Spain, it
been no breach of neutrality. For it is well

in our history, that when Charles Stus  raise
Highlands of Scotland, in the year 1! *
states of Holland sent over six battalions
the throne of George ILL* Now F ance, fl

[ 2

war with Great Britain, assisted C arles &
i his enterprise, and so did Spain, and pet ng
Spain nor any other power complained
States-general of their breach of ~ neutt
When Don Carlos came to England, he was
aware of the treaty of the quadruple allianes

.,
. —
i

i
* No thanks, however, to the ministry, who tho 1gn:
up the throne of the house of llanover (reigning ot

millions of people by their own froc consent) with -'-"' 0

B
aid of 5,000 hieavy-hesled Dutchmen, or rather of 50 T
cemaries that the States held in their pay. _ :-,r.
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consequently knew, previously to going to Spain,
that the aid of England would be given to his
niece ; wherefore he can make no just complaint
on the score of breach of neutrality, although he
has reason to thank his good fortune that the
British government, from a very prudent reluc-
fance to commit the honour or resources of the
eountry in too close a connection with Spanish
affairs, contented themselves with simply sending
a squadron to the aid of their ally. Suppose, for
imstance, that the Spanish Pretender enters Madrid
or Yalencia, and should be recognised as king of
Spain by the morthern powers, it would be no
breach of neutrality for the Emperor Nicholas to
send a fleet and army to help his ally.* This is
putting an extreme case ; for it is well known that
Queen 1sabel has reigned now four years, and that
the northern powers have not yet openly acknow-
MﬁEd Don Carlos; besides, the presence of a
Russian fleet and army in Spain would be far more
hostile to France and England, than the marching
of a French army into Spain could be to Russia.
But when it is considered that the British
Legion was a body of troops consisting of volun-
teers enlisting for the service of the queen of
Spain, their own government merely permitting
W to go, it appears extraordinary how any one

&
1Th“ northern emperor has never recognised the Queen of
El{lm: while, according to report, he has had always an envoy
Wit the wandering court of Charles.
|1|
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can ever have been induced to apply sue
as a ““breach of neutrality” to aﬂnh
escence. Was it a breach of neutrs ._ * |
many English officers and soldiers went fe
for the freedom of Columbia and Pam, -, :
Spain? Was it a breach of neutrality w I
marino and his followers went to PﬁM&,
Was it a breach of neutrality for Don Ca
have foreigners in his camp ?—for he has hag
and has still in great numbers, although
organised bodies,* like the Dritish Le
hope these observations will suffice tu
the British government could have d
more than they have thought fit to
cause of Isabel, without any breach uf 1euts
Now, as to the policy of ﬂrganmmgt,
mense expense, such a force as the Bri
there may be many npmmna My ownisde
against it. Raised in haste,~—compt ..‘i"-
classes,—the mﬂ}ﬂﬂtj" of the men ha ng
handled a musket in their lives, it requ
small time to make soldiers of th&uﬂ
pendently of which, some of them we
gaged for one year; and this, _v,mped
rate of pay, expensive appointments, &
this corps of 7,000 or 8,000 men m]st,
double the amount of a Spanish force ©
strength. I think it would have hean '

{

# Bince Beptember, 1836, he has had a foreign legioRs
talion, chiefly composed of deserters from the -u:'

Legion. i
x
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have recrnited wholly in Ireland, for the old Irish
eciments in the Spanish service were still in
: L tence in 1833. There were three, Hibernia,
Ultonia, Irlanda ; any number of battalions might
have been given to each regiment, and such a corps
ofiicered by the O'Neils, O'Reillys, O’Donnells,
Shelle , Conway, and others, all well known in
the Spanish army, would probably have been of
mote essential service than the British Legion,
and would, beyond a doubt, have been cheaper.
This, however, is but an opinion, although certainly
not ome formed after the dissolution of the legion;
o0 the contrary, I advocated the re-organization of
the Irish regiments as far back as 1834.

- Toproceed: Two battalions, the 7th and Gth,
tame round to Portagalete, and were soon followed
by more. Within two days, the steamers and
humerous small craft brought round the entire
force, with their enormous materiel, and still more
thiormous baggage. Marching towards the town,
e rifles were lodged at Sorosa; the 10th at Oli-
f‘"" ; the Ist at San Mamés; the 2nd in Deusto ;
te Gth, 7th, 8th, Oth, were in the town; the 4th
58 5th were at Portagalete, the latter in parti-
WAl Was a very scanty hattalion. Accustomed
, e Spanish soldiers are to being billeted upon
e inhabitants, hardly any attempt is ever made
ﬁmﬂ of war to lodge them in barracks; thus,
'8 Was no provision of beds, bedding, nor any
g hike it, for the men on their arrival, and
T4
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this naturally gave rise to r:nmpla'_rﬁtl. x
the municipality of Bilbao had taken t
from the inhabitants, they had none tu
was there even any straw to be had, fo ¢
short of two battalions could venture to fora
surrounding country, and Mirasol objected |
to risk his men for such a trivial object, pref
to bring the straw round from Castro. Hi
the weather was uncommonly fine, and tk
men could not suffer much. The caw
hospitals were left at Santander; the fors
sisting of two fine regiments, were a g
the division, for there is no c:uuntrgr, he
mountainous, where a few good cavalry aré
service : in proof of which, look to ﬂm:
_vantage derived by the Carlists from
and ill-appointed squadrons of horse! Al
not a soldier, 1 have no doubt that a )
body of cavalry would often avert the disas
a defeat, and add to the advantages Bf
the enemy ; for it must be observed,
are the only troops which a flying foe, fay '_
the pnpuiatmn, cannot mock with impuon :;";:_
A few days after the arrival of the'd
Legion, the queen’s generals, Espart f._..-
Ezpeleta, prepared to march, and after s
beration, determined to proceed by the
Orduita. The Carlists had gathﬂrﬂzﬂi
force around the town, declaring that they
give battle to all the forces united, and their
was at Durango, with five battalions of
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that, from this central point, he could bring
bis force to aid the troops in front of Bilbao, or
hose in front of Vitoria, where Cordova was with
¢ main army, the distance being fifteen and
"I..,. miles respectively. With that good for-
ne which usuplly favoured the Carlists, their
-' . s received early intimation of the day and
yr fixed for the march of the Christino army;
mmequence of which the king arrived in their
camp with five battalions, at midnight, and a large
ce was detached from the lines of Arlaban, by
Villaro and Orosco; for, when one good friend in
fapeleta’s camp advised them of the time fixed
4 their march, another, in Cordova’s army, in-
formed them that he would not march on that
=

~ Onthe 11th September the divisions of Ezpeleta
j g El;m‘tem about 9,000 strong, marched from
Bilbao by the Puente Nueva, and took the road to
Vrduiia. To protect the left flank of their march,
Count Mirasol, accompanied by General Evans,
With six battalions of the legion, left the town
fl about 3,000 men belonging to the garrison.
Ciiree 1‘3’ had the leading files of Ezpeleta’s column
“d upon the spot where the road from Du-
e ﬂI}d Ordufia unite, when a heavy fire was
poure m on the column. Some confusion at
“'Stensued ; but a battalion being sent forward in
* . i lshmg order, dislodged the enemy, who
Hired fighting upon his main body. A brigade

)
TSt

s
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of the Christinos was pow sent over the | i'ff-":
Ollargan, towards Miravalles and Arrige
which had the effect of enabling ﬂmr
advance as far as the former place. He ’ |
glen descends from Pagaaam, fﬂrmmg
cast boundary of Ollargan ; in the botte o ¢
ravine flows a small rivulet, and over it,
junction with the Nervion, is a b =::r-.:__=-'"'
which passes the road to Vitoria aﬂﬂ
This bridge was held by the Carlists, wh
some resistance, were dislodged, and the &
advanced along the road, whilst the enet

tenaciously held the upper part of the rag
mentioned. It was now past twelve, am:l
thinking that all farther resistance wou
trifling, sent word to Mirasol that he migh
with his division. Accordingly the Britis|
with the two field-pieces, were ma |
town, where they had scarce arrived ¥
came for their return; and indeed ltﬁ'ﬁ
Ezpeleta, after passing Miravalles, findingt
sition of Arrigorriaga held by the Ca

force, and learning also that they had ;
passes at Ordufia, determined to return to
and, in consequence, halted his tml:apﬂs T
orders for them to mareh back. Ther
movement of the Christinos, of cm
the Carlists headlong on, and the rear
engaged. It is reported, that when thﬂ Cl
gencral ordered a retreat, he never sent a iress
gade to the rear, but allowed it to be -'"'

||.|.
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the same battalions which had formed the advance,
and had already been roughly engaged, and sus-
wimed no trifling loss ; nor did his foresight extend
so far as to suspend his retreat until he had secured
the heights of Ollargan, around the flank and base
of which was the line of march.

. The Carlists, who had never abandoned the
- upper part of the glen of Miravalles, now sent a
large force in that direction, to seize the heights
of Ollargan. It was done ; and while the rear of
the Christino columns was furiously assailed, the
~ gastern slope of Ollargan sparkled with fire, the
effect of which was soon visible in the fearful
 confusion which ensued among the dense columns
~ which now choked the road at its base. Now
- Hapeleta’s bad generalship had to be atoned for
bythe blood of his soldiers. The error of with-
drawing the English was apparent, for they might,
- at an carlier hour, have occupied the heights;
- whereas now they were unable to advance along
the left bank of the river, by reason of the enemy
~ lolding the woody slopes, at the foot of which
was the road ; and the right bank of the river, by
- the Puente Nueva, was thronged with retreating
- Woops. Thus the English battalions were reduced
- 10 be mere spectators.

* The head of the Christino column was now on
the bridge, and the troops passed over rapidly. A
Yitalion was posted in the houses on the west
‘ﬂfﬁ of the bridge, whose fire, in some degree,
theeked the Carlists on the woody slope of Ollar-
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gan; but the rear of the column was still -
attacked ; the men got clubbed and *
able; and the enemy, closing with #
many prisoners, while not a few, hurled. e
steep banks into the river, were drowned, |
the troops left on the other side would ha '
sacrificed, had not Espartero, in pe J‘
handful of horse over the bridge, and ¢l
furiously the disorderly advance of the O
jammed in the narrow road with s cep b
Many were lanced by the troopers, who
time for the infantry in the houses to esca
the other side.  Espartero, himself
wounded, then returned with hijs
Carlists, gathering in force, now
guerillas across the bridge, and drove th 2 :
tinos from the houses on the right or ea
Again they were driven back by Esps
they returned and made good their footing.
ord or 7th regiment of the legion was -:
down the hill te dislodge them, which was &
by two companies only, with equal courage @
order. The regiment kept the vantage, ; ;
a slight renewal of the firing, for a short tit
combat ceased, the 7th regiment retiring at
P.M. in the utmost order, unmulted.f';_
town. Thus ended the famous action ﬂf: ;
riaga, discreditable fo the abilities of iz pe
who proved himself unfit to be entrusted
such an important command. Espartero
much personal courage, and his conduet
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out the day was that of a gallant soldier. Tlua .
calm valour of General Evans was much noticed.
At one time he was so near the enemy, that had
pot Captain Turner, R. A., rode after him to warn
him of his danger, he would, very probably, have
been captured.®

The Carlist loss in this action, according te
Belingero, one. of their generals in command,
amounted to 400, that of the Christinos to between
1000 and 1200, of whom about 350 were brought
in wounded ; I should consider an equal number
were killed or drowned, and the rest taken pri-
SOnErs.

A few days after this action, Ezpeleta, with
one division, left the town for Balmaseda, taking
the road by Castrojana; the divisions of Evans
and Espartero taking up positions to protect his
march, which was performed without molestation,
This done, the protecting divisions returned to
the town. Notwithstanding the numerous forces
collected in Bilbao, the Carlists continued hover-
ing round, stopping the peasants from bringing
Provisions, picking up stragglers, or, indeed, any
one who ventured beyond the outposts. In order
o restrain the audacity of the enemy and to
Preserve the communication with Portagalete, so

* In their acvount of this action, the Bayonne journals said
that Evans, with 500 of the legion, were taken prisoners, and the
‘Whole immediately stripped and shot. No doubt the wish was
fther 10 the thought. The Jegion had one killed and six
Wounded ; prizoners, sene.
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essentially important to the city and army
determined to “fortify the hills of the Morrg
Miravilla, as also the convents of Sap .
Capuchinos, with the hill of Banderas. The
h!ﬂﬂkhﬂ“!ﬂ, 'Wh.i{:h had Prﬂﬂﬂﬂily ]}Eﬂ.n e} 'IT
in Olaviaga, and destroyed by the Carlists dy
the past siege, was rebuilt, while the wridey
Luchana, partially destroyed by the besi
was repaired and fortified, sufficiently to repe
enemy unfurnished with cannon. The cony
the Desierto was now held by a detack
royal marines, commanded by Captain Mal
and this important post was becoming a )
able fortification. Portagalete, also, was stren
ened with extra works; a small mm'taﬁﬁ
was erected on the hill above it, of which
was good, but the execution indifferent, W
these precautions, in addition to the flotilla i
river, it was considered that the navigation 3
Becure. : .
On the 24th of September, the div sion
Espartero left Bilbao by the road to Somorrost
the British division accompanied the mare u
as Sodupé, a village about ten miles from B:
and as the country is very mountainous,
march thither and return the same day, was’
creditable to these young soldiers—the more
when it is considered that their knapsacks W
twice as heavy as those of the Spanish
and that they had few or no stragglers.
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remainder of the time they passed in Bilbao, was
chiefly occupied in drilling and disciplining the
* tro0ps, who, being new levies, of course required

it. Occasionally, the general-in-chief, with his
| gscort, visited the adjoining valleys of Asua,
~ Miravalles, and Baracaldo, as much to become
 goquainted with the ground as to reconnoitre the
 enemy’s position. However, on the 10th of Octo-
ber, having received information that the army at
~ Vitoria intended a movement in advance, General
Evans led forth his division on the road to Durango,
~ tocall the enemy’s attention to that quarter. The
troops marched in two columns upon Galdacano,
when, having passed the defiles, they turned to
~ the left, and ascended the heights to Larrabesua;
they then proceeded along the crest of the moun-
- fain range until they reached the Alto de Santo
Domingo, whence they descended by the Bermeo
- road to the town. Wherever the columns marched
- they met with uncompromising hostility from the
- batives: the peasantry fled their dwellings, or
- lurked in the thickets to fire upon the rear-guard.
It was dark ere the troops reached the main-road,
ad no small confusion was caused in pﬁss'u:g
Some broken ground before arriving at the Santo
- Domingo, so that it was fully ten p.m. ere the
| ht of the column entered the city. From the
- Paucity of force shewn by the Carlists, it would
Seem that the march of the column failed to cause
¥diversion, probably because the enemy, from his




284 PERSONAL NARRATIVE op

excellent intelligence, was aware
serious was]contemplated, ¥
Hitherto it was supposed that the Britis
would remain at Bilbao, until it was in
state to take the field, and that when such ¢
be the case, it would commence
occupying Durango and Elorrio, in h
with a Spanish force, covering Bilbao, ag
lysing the Carlist forces in front of Vitori
holding a strong position only three leg
their rear, and straitening their supplies of |
sions. The roads being good in every dir
from Durango, and the country com
Open, an enemy cannot so easily blocks
stationed there, or even interrupt its n?
tions, Of this the French were well
that although they often evacuated Bilbao,
ever clung fast to Durango.* The legion be
about 8000 strong, had a force of 5000 Sp :
been added, the position of Durangu rould |
been held with 7000, while 5000 more m
have encamped at Sornosa, half way bety
Bilbao and Durango. The Carlists woul d
have been cut off from the litoral of Bi
except by the valley of Marquina, and the cas
of this corps d’armée, supported by two
lions, could at any time have swept the
valley of Guernica. It is not likely that
Carlists would have been successful I 1t
attacked either the positions at Sornosa or

* In the grest war of independence, from lﬂﬂﬂ—l__

1At

_
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: nor could they have maintained themselves
m lines of Arlaban. The probability is, that
in mch case, their forces would have concentrated
the knot of mountains around Segura and
'_m but this would have shut them out from
Biscay, thrown them back upon Guipuscoa and
Prance for their supplies, and almost isolated their
. main body from the partisan chiefs who made war
in the encartaciones and the west of Alava. I
~ am aware, that had the Christinos adopted this
plan, and the Carlists found themselves at all
hampered for room, they would have despatchﬂd
 light brigades to get into the rear of the main
~ ammy, by crossing the Ebro and overrunning
~ Qastille ; still, however, they would have been
- more straitened than they were by Cordova's
plan, which abandoned to them all the country
north and east of Vitoria and the Ebro, except the
garrisons of Bilbao and Balmaseda, which re-
. mained strictly on the defensive; whereas, had
'_ General Evans, with his division of 12,000 or
13,000 men, been at Sornosa and Vitoria, the
reserve division could have moved forward upon
Amurrio, and the garrison of Bilbao could have
- furnished a brigade to scour the country for a few
; ﬁﬂﬂ round. But General Cordova had taken it
to his head that the Carlists could be starved
b by a strict blockade ; a most incomprehensible
&H, seeing that from Roncesvalles to Portagalete,
the line is 150 miles, to defend which he had
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about 40,000 men, including the Brigy
French legions, but exclusive of garrisong
Opponents, on the other hand, mustere
25,000, were perfect masters of the eg .
their troops were twice as active as
their operations were conducted with s
secrecy and celerity, that when they atts
little time was given for preparation.
In pursuance of the plan thus form =d, Gey
Cordova gave orders to General Evans 0 ':
at Vitoria ; for that purpose he detached Esp
from the main body, who, with good juds
marched straight upon Villareal de 4 ava,
obliging the encmy to concentrate .;-
upon the lines, because Cordova thre atened
the side of Guerara. This accomplished, Esps
made a rapid flank mareh upon Ochand
passed the defiles of Mafieria, and
rango, which once more was emptied of its
bitants at his approach, and the next day
tered Bilbao, having lost scarcely twenty 1
this bold and skilful mareh. . '_
The route to be taken by the legion was
the subject of long and anxious deliberation;
although Espartero’s division alone had lescer
the mountains into the vales of Biscay, it wa
N0 means clear that he could have -' _
safety by the same road : it was even ma t
serious doubt, whether, when united with
British, the entire body would suffice to foree
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formidable defiles of Mafieria,* in the event of the
enemy choosing to defend them in earnest. llad
the legion been composed of wveteran soldiers,
inured to war, as accustomed to marching, and as
little encumbered with baggage as their allies, the
difficulty would have been trifling ; but the park
of artillery alone, with the ordnance stores, re-
quired 500 draught-cattle, and for all the other
endless baggage belonging to the legion, probably
not 3000 mules would have been too many.f

* The pass of Mafieria can only be attacked in front, and can-
wot be turned, whilst the defenders have three lines of retreat
wpen. A foree from Vitoria directed upon Gorbea, would render
Mafieria untenable, but the retreat is perfoctly seeure either npon
Drogen or A ramayona. ]

t From the prodigious quantity of baggage and other impedi-
menta, brought out by the officers of the legion, (some individual
officers had sufficient equipage to lond sie mules!) a mere specta-
tor would have concluded that thess gentlemen either antieipated
little to do, or else a campaign upon o grand seale, such as those
of the Duke of Wellington against the French marshals, when
the Spanish population was so favourably disposed to the British.
Independently of the expense, a large stock of military fincry is
always inconvenient to the soldier on active serviee, and it be-
eomes doubly so in o country where every inhabitant is an open
or concenlod foo, Mules and amimals of transport sre scarce at
the best of times, and when to this are added the numerous thefts
commilted by the camp followers, and above all, the active fox-
hke foe, adroit in thieving and always on the look-out, it need
uot excite our wonder that many a gallant officer’s superb kit was
ally curtailed of its fair proportions ere it arrived at Vitoria.
The less baggage the better, is probably a safe rule at all times;
but it is emphatically so in & war against a hardy but active
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Now, it was not to be expected { H
monstrous convoy could be got in &
Mount Gorbea, and therefore this rc '
for other reasons very desirable, was aba
and the road by Balmaseda chosen.
When it was publicly known thﬂ
was to march, it was amusing to see the
for cattle, among the officers. Mis 2 @
taken from carrying sand, or hrmka,.__ ar
price, or even as a gift, were eagerly boughi
10Z. to 15/. each ; although certain to break
or founder by the way-side. At length,
28th of October, carly in the morning, thet
stood to their arms, and began their slow
along the left bank of the river, in cg = _
Espartero’s division, and the fine regime -
pelgorris, or red caps, now attached tu th '
It was soon seen, that the gﬁ-nerals o
even the road by Castrojana, and 8
Balmaseda, too dangerous; for, on reachi 1
rosa, they ordered the columns to march ,'
Portagalete. Strange as it may appear,in :
of only eight miles, such disorder shouls
and so much time he lost, Espartﬁm,
Spaniards, was in Somorrostro, by two ©
while, I have been informed, that there were

'l'q:'r_ F X

J-

mountain peasantry, I shouldl say, a blanket, sond
change of linen, glaged hat, with a light fusil, was the | .I' X
ment. In war, as in trade, those who work hardest a
hardest, win! -
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talions of the legion, who did not reach their
guarters until eight in the evening. These elght
miles might be easily marched, by any one, in
three hours, and opposition there was none—not
a shot was fired ; yet, the disorder exceeded be-
lief. Even between Bilbao, and Sorrosa, (three
miles), scores of mules, and ponies, over-laden
o improperly laden, might be seen struggling in
ditches, and lying in the road:* further on, the
average among the impedimenta became greater.
Soldiers, not a few, were seen lying down on the
road, not exhausted by the fatigne of a six miles’
march, on a level road, or by the weight of their
arms and accoutrements, but, as was afterwards
discovered, overcome by the strength of the rom,
the prudent commissary having, either with or
without orders, and possibly to economise trans-
port, issued to the men, with their three days’
rations, three days’ allowance of spirits! The
consequences were such as might have been ex-
pected,

At Portagalete, great quantities of baggage were
shipped in small craft, to Santander, and, that

* Tt was reported, that some of the soldiers were killed by the
Pesantry, whilst thus lying in the road, cither asleep, or in-
Wxieated. 1 yomenher, also, there being some talk of o serjeant
famd aéleep, under a hedge, by two peasants, and buried alive!

man, accused of this erime, conjointly with other murders,
B8 some time after brought to Bilbao ; but I never heard whe-
mﬁﬂjﬂ particular offence was 11!1‘.!1.’15:!:1 El-gﬂ.mﬂt him.

U
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done,  the ‘troops directed th&n*w
tro. The confusion and disarray among
gage was greater than on the da‘f eviol
instance, Colonel Ebsworth, of the 5 hj
baggage all stolen, by his servant, in lea 2u
a Chapelgorri; the latter brought his share
spoil, consisting of a large portmanteau, 1:,"
tents worth 1004, safe into Castro, a&&
it with a friend; but the alcalde,. hap
scent of the business, obtained poss
trunk, and sent it to the author, whu
forwarded to the owner. It appears,
piety of the worthy Chapelgorri was so s
he had declined taking any thing out d
reserving it all to be sent to his mother,
Sebastian. -"-'l

From Castro, there is a fine turnpi
Balmaceda ; but General Evans declin
ing by that route, taking, in preferenﬂﬂj
path from Castro to Lareto, and Limpi 18,
of this road, (that between the river l'iq"__‘f.
a small hamlet, about a league from
crosses the Monte Candina, a rugged rc
tain, and is, probably, as bad, or worse,
other road in Spain. From Limpias tl
continued their route for Castille, by th "
made in the reign of Charles IV. to fa =';
export of wheat, from Castille, — which
through Frias to Briviesca, where it u FF
the high road from Madrid to Vitoria, &
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Shortly after the march® of the Anglo-Spanish
army, the Madrid government recalled General
Mirasol, and ré-appointed D. Fermin Iriarte, to

the command of the province; the same officer

* T remember reading, soon after this march, a long rambling
speech made by a’gallant officer, in the House of Commons, where-
i he greatly culogised the conduct of General Evans; in thus
“gffecting & junction with Cordova”  One would imagine that
the officer in question, considered - this march as a scientific stra-
tegic movement, wherein a - large hostile amvy was baffled in all
its offorts to prevent a junction-—when the real fact is, that the
Carlist army made not the slightest attempt to prevent the junc-
tion : indeed, so safe was the road from the ports of Limpiss and
Bantander, to the interior of Costille, that merchants and carriers
travelled it very frequently without eseort. At Dilbao, Generals
Evavs and Kspartero, had the choice of four roads leading to
Vitoria. The most easterly was that by Durango and Ochan-
diamo, with the pass of Mafieria, distance 12 leagues, or 48 miles;
Ahe next, by the road leading through the valley of Oroseo, over
the heights of Altubi, distance 11 leagnes or 44 miles. This
toute is one continued defile, and it would have been the height
of temerity to adeopt it. The third, by the valley of Ordufia,
distance 15 leagrues, was, perhaps, the best; for, aller passing
Llodio, (& leagues from Bilbao), the road is open as far as Ordufia,
aid w6 enemy could hold the Pefia of Orduiia against superioe
foroes in - Alava, with the lange army of Evans and Espartero, in
Psession of the town of Ordufia, with the adjacent country.
No doubt, however, the recent action of Arrigorriaga, had some
flicnos in preventing the generals from choosing this line of
Warch,  The fourth read is by Castrojana, to Balmaceda, thence

by Meding aul Pomar, crossing the Ebro, by the bridge of Puente

Larra, and thence by Trevifio to Vitoria;—this line is about 22
"@gues, or near 90 miles, and after leaving Balmaseda, is all
Hil'ﬂngh i fl!'l'E!]'lﬂlJ' conntry. The route cheosen by General Evans,

u
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.

who had been so unfortunate at Guernie
viously to this defeat, he had =njoyed
reputation as a bold and skilfy] e

wnsthnnmhmmiﬂn,thntuflﬁm il 4

may be thus cnumernted ;—
Bli.hﬂtﬂPﬂrt-aEﬂﬂtﬂ ------- WA e
Pﬂﬁlﬂ'ﬂ]ﬂﬁﬂtﬂﬂ“ﬁfﬂ ------------- - Ew

Limpias 60 F¥ine. .. . vuvuverennsis
Frias to Brivieses .0y punn... ... .. P
Briviesca to Miranda de Ebro,...... ... _
Miranda de Ebro to Vitoria.,...sssiesen 4 8

Or, about 150 miles, or three-fold the distance of the
Durango line. 1 am far from calling in question the
the general's detormination, in selecting this route; bub it
me, that his reasons for so choosing, were, that h had
ficient confidence in the discipline and organization o
and its consequent capability of marching 40 miled th
enemy's country ; snd, therefore, preferred taking a roa
thongh far longer, offered the eortainty of being ur
This, joined to the great quantity of haggage, and ston
doubtless snfficient inducements ; yet it cannot he n
the Basque peasantry looked upon this march as a & ';':'=:
ledgement that, even the redoubtalie English feared tl H
their leaders very properly told them so0, and they readily b
it, and this had no small effeet on their bold and dan

2 x

portment in after times, againet the legion, Many are
nion that the line of mrch ought to have been hﬁ’ ¥

baggage, uot easily transportable, being left in DBilbos
MOMmings, in autumn, are fogry, and a steady mal
Durango, at midnight, would have brought the tn
in the moming, to the jaws of the defile. The

could not be very dangerous, in a thick fog, and s rapid &

LIS N
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Lerly his spirits sunk, and his bodily infirmities
o increased, that he was scarcely able to walk,
. even to mount on horseback. From the arrival
o General Iriarte, to the end of the year, nothing
~pieular oceurred in Bilbao, or its neighbour-
fhood; the fortifications went slowly forward—the
wastionis of the Circus, Mallona, and Larrinaga,
were greatlf,r strengthened, and a ravelin was
thrown out between the burying - ground, and
‘Mallona. A diteh was also nearly completed
throughout the whole extent of the line, so that
their appearance became daily more different to
~what they had been during the past sicge. The
forked hill of the Morro was now crowned with
\wo redoubts, mounting seven pieces of cannon;
o0 Miravilla a small fort was constructed, so that
in the event of another siege, our streets would be
- comparatively free from musquetry. Upon the
river, the Convent of San Mames began to as-
- sume a rather formidableappearance; the beautiful
woods, which had surrounded it, were unsparingly
hewn down; a large battery was constructed
upon its northern and western front, and a deep
ditch enclosed the building on three sides, and it
~ Was connected by a covered way, with a picket-
: house, distant about 150 yards, which had been

- Would carry the column safely through the defile—or, two
 beigades of howitzers, might be brought up, in broad daylight,
- 10 ehell the enemy out of their position, for they would not stand
H’E wnder the fire of a dozen howitzers,
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loopholed, and put in a posture
Below, on the fourth, or east side, fowe
broad but shallow Nervion, at low ;-
foot deep, with a hard gravelly bottom.

- The Convent of the Capuchins being com
ed on every side, no guns were placed the
the garden wall was loopholed, and
building, but no other defences were deeme
quisite. At Luchana, and Banderas, f.--:=_;-:
fortifications were thrown up, and a ¢ W p
in each. At Portagalete, a large star *
was in course of construction upon the hill,
overlooks that place, and when finis
render the town tenable, even .f
provided with heavy cannon. But what
the river more secure than any f.:' <
the occupation of the Desierto Convent, by
marines of the British squadron, a mes
peratively. necessary for the salety of H.
ships ; since the position, a small peninsula, s
m itself, well supplied with fresh water
easily tenable with a small force, and com * i
the best anchorage, 3 ';
In December, General Cordova
to publish a decree, prohibiting every: des
tion of wares and merchandise from being
from any town garrisoned by the queen’s trot
unless for the use of other garrisoned tow 5,
even this indulgence(?) was restricted by the clé
that security for double the amount was 1o
1

"
=




THE SIEGES OF BILBAO. 295

siven by the exporter, for the due and true arrival
¢ the goods, at the place of destination; thus
s the exporter liable to the risk of warfare,
' f‘:i.aj]lahle being said about aranting escorts.
Nothing could be more impolitic than this decree,
and as it was generally reported and believed that
Cordova was devoted to the French interest, few
doubted but that it was published in consequence
of private representations from Bayonne, whose
' Jealers, by this measure, Were made the sole sup-
 pliers of every article needed by the Carlist popu-
Jation of the Basque provinces, and of large quan-
tities even for the Christinos.

| Let us examine this decree a little closely.
~ Cordova, having adopted the line of the Arga,
' from Pamplona to its union with the Ebro, and
fiom the Ebro at Puente Larrd to Balmaceda and
| (@astro, as his famous line of blockade, it follows
 that he held within the line, Vitoria and its 'depen-
' dencies, Pefacerrada, Treviiio, Bilbao, Portaga-
~ lete, Plencia, Bermeo, Lequeitio, Guetaria, and
- San Sebastian, the garrisons of which places
~ might amount to rather more than 13,000 men,
and the inhabitants to near 40,000, of whom at
- least 25,000 were attached most strongly to the
cause of Isabel, and furnished no less a body than
- 2700 national guards, at least as ‘good, if not
rathér better, than the same number of army
soldiers. Now, since up to the date of Cordova’s
decree, provisions had not been grown in the
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streets of these towns (nor has such been 4
since, to my knuwfedgﬂ,) it -';_'-‘""
53,000 people were dependent upon t}
country for their food, and the country-pey
like manner, were dependent upon the e
their supply of money to pay their rent ang
and for oil, salt, clothing, &e., such as '
selves did not produce. This inter :
garrison-towns with the country popul .,
productive of considerable utility to =T‘-'
cause, in the first place, they obtained
tomary supplies of provision ; secondly, the
of exchanging their stores of colonial ang
goods with the peasantry, left a profit
to maintain their families and pay their heay:
tributions ; and, thirdly, because this rad
the mutual advantage of both parties in
small degree, abated the rancour of
is true that the Carlists were repeatedly |
ing decrees, prohibiting the peasantry ‘~
ing to Bilbao and the oiher garrison-towns ;|
it is equally true that they frequently rese
those orders, at the instance of the cour
themselves, who declared their nability to.
taxes, unless they could sell their produce,
while the Carlist decrees of blockade were in
they came daily to Bilbao to buy and sell. I
ever, after this order of Cordova was ;-.-'_1;5_:_
the peasantry were stopped, searched, and
petty purchases of a single stock-fish, a

A
oo
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irits or oil, taken from them ; nay, I have even
.n the peasant women, who from time immemo-
1 had been in the daily habit of bringing bread
jrom the village of Gordijuela to Bilbao, pro-
pibited from carrying back the bread they had
peen unable to sell in the city. Of course, this
conduct exasperated the country people beyond
measure; it destroyed the trade of Bilbao ; com-
pelled large numbers of the inhabitants to emi-
grate ; raised the price of provisions about fifty
per cent. ; and benefited only the French dealers
_ at Bayonne and on the {ronticr, who now sold pro-
. yisions to the garrison towns at an immense profit,
- and supplied the Basque provinces with sugar,
- oil, brandy, cocoa, tobacco, woollens, linens, and
eotton manufactures, which the country inhabi-
' tants had previously purchased at Bilbao and San
 Sebastian, In this instance, at least, General Cor-
dova showed himself sufficiently zealous to the in-
~ terests of France.
* But, insufficient as were the motives, and inju-
~ dicious as were the results of this famous, or rather
.muus, system of blockade, the queen’s faithful
adherents in Bilbao would have submitted pa-
 tiently, had they found it in any way beneficial
.a:ﬁ?&ﬂ cause, and had they not beheld the influ-
- ential favourites of Cordova and other Spanish
- generals infringing it continually to their own
profit. As a means of starving the Carlists, the
blockade was so inefficient as to excite the utmest
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merriment among the country populatio,
before this sapient commander, ever ¢
the towns starving the country ? J!:ml:“ &
Ermgmg the blockade,—at a time when i
was in great want of tobacco, that a
scarce and dear in Bayonne, and wh
peasant girl earrying an ounce mtmdm
was robbed of it by the guard, 1 saw cart
with many thousand pounds of tobacco le
bao (by virtue of an order obtained fm
himself,) ostensibly for Vitoria: bat ast
left by the Durango road, and were in tl
of the factions ere they proceeded half a
leave it to the reader to imagine for whas I8
tobacco was sent. In a military -H-*
this blockade system was highly dis .
to the queen's cause; for, by abandoninj
country within the lines to the ﬂne;m;f, lh‘
him to recruit and organise his army w
or hindrance; enabled him to proceed st
m&nufactunng cannon, small-arms, aml
stores of all dﬂsr:nptmns to strengthen wi
fications a naturally difficult conntry ; ang
all, to impress the population: of the §
with: the idea, that the Cliristinos énce @
would never return to molest them ; .
crowning their first efforts, would mntmm
on their standards, until the black cross and |
ruled triumphant over Madrid. L4
The attention of the Carlist forces being
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towards Vitoria, where the concentration
of such imposing forces seemed to betoken some
decisive movement, Bilbao was in a manner neg-
lected by the enemy during the winter, which was
Jong and rigorous beyond example. Thus, with the
exception of the progress on the fortifications, no-
thing material occurred. A small foree, asually con-
sigting of one battalion of Biscayans, commanded by
(Cgstor Andachaga,® and another under the orders

I__r_:‘_lJ_;tbn}:lt this time the wile of a farmer in Baracalilo told the
%ﬁl a whimsical story of !'.]u&tnr. The good woman prefaced
ity soying—** Yo catamos sequros de ganar ol pleyte, wn angyel nos
W dichot v Indeed,” T replied, * it i news to me that reve-
Iﬁl gcour now o daya”  © Yea," said the dame; © last week,
aftes Castor had heard mass at Alonsoategni; and was very sor-
swhul for the loss of s party of his men killed a few days pre-
viously by the garrison of Balmaceda, an old woman appeared
mililenly before him, bade him be of goud cheor; that Bt. Michael
and our Lady watched over his safety, and that of Tiis brave fol-
liwees, who all went direct to leaven (when killod in battle)
slfliongh they miglit be then in mortal sin.  More of this deserip-
fign was added, and then Castor asked her before witnesses,
whethoe . Cazlos would win? to which the lady replied, * He
will, sfier o long and terrible war; but not in this year, nor the
wext! Then, ohserving Castor to look ineredulous, she said, * 1
fime ot to answer questions, bub o warn you against treachery.
mﬂtwmtyrﬁ.nw houre, a man, dressed as a [riar, will come
il seelt an interview with you alone; it will be granted; he
Wil tell you that he is & =py, come to negociate the gurrender of
Balmaceds, or Mereadillo ; will hand over doenments in proof ; and,
when you are engaged in reading, will attempt to stab you with a

——

t We are now sure of winning the game, an angel has puid &0



300 PERSONAL NARHATIVE op
of Sarasa, remained constantly in the e

hood.  One company was
Domingo, whence, after dark, they
shoot down the ravines, cruizing along

side, in the hope of meeting a stray g

[

passenger, whom they might plunder at
With a similar intent, another Compan
quartered in the villages around the
Axpé, who, besides often firing on the ?
the squadron, on one oecasion seized an gf
H. M. ship Ringdove, (Mr. T. He
shooting on the sands pposite Portag;
captors despoiled him of his gun and other.
and made him send on board for s 1

which they fixed at eighty dollars, but eve

il
dagger,’ The bystanders werg astonished ; Castor ma de

demanded of the angient dame, if she was "

the twenty-four hours, to see if ong part of her 1

true.  She answered in the affirmative; was luly bal
locked inte a s Tonm, with sentinel at the da
* [riar’ made his appearance in dug conrse, was admitted to

view, produced a bundle of Papers, and was miracn “{];:.
when going to stab Castor, who, full of gratitude to the

Wi not 5 IJHIﬂ}"’ got up levoutl;
and Castor became mops Popular than pver, What us
for their }Eﬂ.ﬂm'u to rmls such a Pﬁ"lﬂﬂn who almo
minm to bo cheated | Sain Butler's couplet applies ey
To some the Pleasure is as great, _
In being cheated as to cheat, .

i
=
L=
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were content with forty, on the receipt of which
they released the gentleman. Captain Lapidge,
of the Ringdove, wrote an indignant letter upon
this new outrage to Sarasa, who, after some de-
mur, returned the money and the fowling- piece.
As the threats of the peasantry against the British
officers were openly made, it was deemed a proper
precaution to issue orders that none belonging to
his majesty’s ships should be out after dark.
Early in January. General Cordova led out his
army, composed of the British and French legions,
with the Spanish troops, in all above 25,000 men,
to attack the Carlist lines at Arlaban; and how-
‘ever his partisans may gloss it over, it is clear
that his fine army suffered a repulse. 1 am
aware that he claimed the victory, which was
absurd : for he had to return to Vitoria, with the
loss of 1,000 men, the enemy holding all their posi-
tions. It was reported, and currently believed,
that on this occasion the queen’s general retired
without giving notice to General Evans, thus giving
the Carlists a broad hint to fall with their entire
force upon the legion. To this, however, they
were not at all inclined ; for they knew, that to
attack the English force when in position, might
expose them to a defeat, and that even a victory
would cost them two or three thousand men.
Their intention, therefore, was to harass the
legion with skirmishes, in which they justly felt
themselves equal, if not superior; but the rapid



302 MEREONAL WARRATIVE OF

and judicious retreat of General Evans save
that trouble. To conceal his ohe arin, G
now marched away to Pamplona, with {
Legion ‘and a large detachment of the 8
army, - The legion remained ‘at Vitoria,
bad food and worse lodging, added to' the
of the season, caused the typhus to bres
amongst the English with such virulenet
before the fell disease ceased 1ts: ravages,
two thousand officers and soldiers had ' pe
while the hospitals were encumbered 1

a thousand sick. As if the pestilence -
destroy the kated foreigners sufficiently fa
Carlists suborned persons to poison
both of the British and French legion. Tn ¥
two scoundrels, alias Basque pat iots, we
tected and hanged for this Cliristian proa
Such was their fate; their Memory was,
highly cherished by the peasantry (as mart
presume,) and I have been informed, nor &8
reason to doubt the fact, that the clﬂrg'fi' :
performed a solemn mass for the good of th
of these two wretches. « It may, perhs r_1. _'
the readerto know, that it is most probable
patriatic bakers made use of the ergot of
corn. [zea mais], called in Basquence ¢
the purpose of poisoning the bread they pro
for the troops, which was bad enough, in al
science, without this addition. _
Eguia, receiving information that

L)
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tended to make some stay at Pamplona, and that
during his absence, neither the English nor Espar-
tero would. undertake any thing, determined to
strike a blow, and accordingly, withdrawing six
battalions from the lines, he marched upon Orozeo,
bringing with him two twenty-four-pounder guns,
and some smaller ones. The weather was dreadful,
giich, that I am sure scarce any other army would
ever have thought of moving in. There were no
roads for his cannon, (his aim was Balmaceda,)
from Miravalles to beyond Bilbao, but the enthu-
siasm of the peasantry and of his troops supplied
every thing. Oxen were brought by hundreds,
“the officers, despite the weather, worked in their
ghirt-sleeves, knee-deep in mud, and in forty-eight
hours heavy cannon were dragged twenty miles
over mountains, through defiles, amidst incessant
rain, which, most likely, would have been consi-
dered insuperable obstacles to a more regular army,
or if such had been accomplished, it would, in all
probability, have been at the expense of the
health of hundreds., Eguia gained his point: he
appeared before Balmaceda, fired eight rounds
against the gate, blew it open, and then the
governor made a honourable capitulation. An un-
fortunate corporal or serjeant cried out that they
had been sold, for which breach of discipline, in
having the audacity and presumption to find fault
with his commanding officer, Eguia ordered him
to be shot, which was done forthwith. Nor was
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the same cry repeated afterwards by as
garrison. Besides capturing four pieces of
and a tolerably large quantity of stores, p
and clothing, the Carlists made prisoners tl
battalion of Tuy, one company only ex
Conformably to the practice of the-_'
left no garrison in Balmaceda, but :
thoroughly gutted the place, abandm&
upon the queen’s general, Mendez-Vi
boldly down, followed by Cordova in pe
occupied the town, and sent a huaﬂtmg
as usual, to Madrid, declaring thnj:
trieved the honour of the Spanish arms.
tainly he had regained, unﬂppﬂfsﬁﬂ,.'é
town, but where were the cannon, stores, 2
prisoners? Meantime, Eguia, leaving the
ites to congratulate cach other on their g
meditated another blow. i
Of all the towns on the Eﬁnboaiﬂ
Bilbao and San Sehastian, Bermeo hﬁ
harbour, Guetaria is the easiest of defe
Lequeitio is the most difficult, and Plenc
the most zealous for the queen’s cause. G
had been furiously attacked by the Guipt
Carlists, under Montenegro, very early in Jaf
and after a most gallant defence for eig
days, had been obliged to give up the ';"'::
take to the castle, which Otalora, L
governor, still held, The port of B
very useful to the squadron, was abandoned
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pe garrison withdrawn.  On the other hand,
lequeitio, which has a very bad harbour, and on
'?:Iaml side is very difficult of defence, was
srammed with artillery and stores: the garrison
inoreased to near 1000 men. The little town of
Plencia had a garrison of about 180 men, exclu-
sise of seventy or eighty urbanos, a large number
for a village which reckoned not above 850 inha-
hitants; but this place was sn eye-sore to the
Biscayans, on account of the courageous bearing
of the inhabitants, and their zeal for the queen's
A To gratify the province, Eguia led his
roops from Balmaceda against Plencia, which
le a most desperate defence, but at the end of
wo days was taken by assauolt, when the usual
Afroeities, heightened by party revenge, were
‘nflicted upon the inhabitants; and such of the
urbanos as were spared, after being exposed to
the contumely and scorn of the provinee, were
Sent to labour in irons at the mines of Barambio.
Shortly after this business, we heard that in
'ﬂﬁpum the Carlists had assailed and taken
the small fort of Arambarri, close te San Sebastian,
Pulting the garrison to the sword, and farther,
-&ﬂ’lh'ﬂ}' held San Sebastian so closely blockaded,
8 €ven to have seized the Franciscan convent
*Mtn the bridge.

- From these successes of the enemy, joined to
ﬁ'& inactivity of Cordova, the people of Bilbao
to entertain apprehensions of another siege ;

b, ¥




306 PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

nor were their fears much relieved |y
published in the Correo de Bilbas, 1
Lacarte, a French officer on Genw
staff, wherein he stated that the -
plans of the general-in-chief were nnta
pugned, because of the loss of a cogg ".-
(petty insignificant places) like Plencia
taria. Nevertheless, these two émncm
to the enemy four cannon, with 50¢ n
Balmaceda he had gained an equal num g..
his own loss was very trifling. Soon g
letter was published, Eguia marchqdﬁ
queitio, the principal defence of Wﬁiﬂh
sisted in the impracticability of 1.:,
by land to attack it. All these obsf cle
ever, were overcome by the zeal of the |
who levelled the roads and dm.ggveﬂ he &
to the heights above the town. For th _'__ i
hours there was nothing but a fire of s
when the Carlist battery opened, thﬂ
ran from their guns, and the a
masters of the fort in an instant, The '
a feeble, cowardly man, behaved in
abject manner, and, with immense me
disposal, sent word out that he waﬂ
surrender, even before he was summor
prised at his rapid conquest, Egltm
honourable capitulation, and thus becam ;.-,:
of Lequeitio, where he found no Jess than
pieces of artillery, of which four were

T4
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iohteen and twenty-four-pounders, above 3000

_unds of ammunition, together with a large
quantity of stores, provisions, &c. The garrison
consisted of the entire regiment of Ronda, some
detachments from other regiments, and one com-
_-nf- artillery, in all about 950 men, of whom
gbout thirty were killed and wounded, almost all
pelonging to the artillery, and amongst whom
were some promising young officers of distin-
guished familics, which induced a Spanish general
officer to say, that at Lequeitio, all had been lost
save the honour of the artillery corps, a compli-
ment equally just and true; in fact, they were
the only men who would fight. Thus another
bicoca was gained by the Carlists almost without
any loss. Two gun-boats, belonging to the
- Spanish marine, commanded by those active and
- gallant officers, Lieutenants Ondarza and Valcar-
- ¢el, made their escape with a few of the inha-
 bitants,

General Iriarte remained a quiet spectator of
these events; his increasing illness prevented his
taking the field, although, probably, he could not
" have done much good had he moved, his forces
_ being far inferior to those under the command of

'Wh.. Still the gallant Plencianos deserved to
h:l?‘miieved. The distance was only two leagues
.= Bilbao, and it is a seaport. Iriarte might
- Wnd ought to have brought off the garrison and
- Wrbanos in his steamers.

x 2
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With this important capture :-3-.‘1":'
Eguia terminated for the preaent;. and
was lefl to digest his vexation at the en
and activity of his opponent, whu ;
weeks, deprived him of 2000 men and tw
pieces, and this during such inclemen
served for his excuse for not commenci .. |
tions.

Often was it reported that the next que
the redoubtable Eguia would be Bil :
it at all improbable, for now the Carlis
owners of a numerous park of artillery, e
of above seventy pieces, of which a.t
were eighteen-pounders and upwards, 3
ammunition also they had no lack; nor
credible, that had Eguia attacked Bﬂhm, b
have met with much interruption. Villare
the main body of the Carlists, Eﬁﬁmﬂd
adequate to repel any attack of Cord
the small division of the reserve, comm:
an aged and unfortunate officer named Cell
incapable of arresting the progress of Ci _' ‘
with two battalions, overran the val]ﬂj‘ﬁ:
and Carranza, destroying the little fort ¢ t ¥
dillo, and catching great numbers of 4
who were sent to the valley of ! *L
they were incorporated in the Carlist L
battalions. However, Eguia left us in *'-"::_."_
with the exception of an occasional skirmis
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¢ advanced posts of the garrison, nothing mate-

's sloop, Saracen, who were returning
1o their vessel, after having accompanied a friend
to within 2 quarter of a mile of the town, were
s by two men, armed and attired as the Carlist
Jddiers are, near the entrance of the ravine of the
Salve, who rushed out from a ruined house, and
with oaths and threats, ordered the gentlemen to
accompany them to the serjeant of their party,
stationed, as they said, in the upper part of the

ine. Although unarmed, the officers refused
0 go with them, explaining who they were, when
the Carlist soldiers, without any farther ceremony,
fired and dreadfully wounded Mr. Colls, the
purser,—one ball and four slugs lodging in his
- body; Mr. Rundle was shot through the thigh ;
the third officer, Mr. Thompson, the master, who
-~ had escaped, now turned and grappled one of
. the ruffians, endeavouring to burl him over the
~low parapet into the river. His cries brought
| & comrade to his aid, when Mr. Thompson,
| mmg farther resistance useless, threw himself
_ *_Hh.the river with his adversary’s musquet, and
SWam over to the other side. During this strug-
- gle, the two wounded gentlemen had crawled
. Some distance down the road, when they dropped
from loss of blood. The Carlists did not pursue
ther, probably because only one of them now
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had a musquet. Mr. Thompson arrived &
board the Saracen, and made his report, wh
commander, proceeding immediately with
of marines and seamen, found his officers |
road unable to move, Mr. Colls, in part
being nearly dead. Carried to a house in fi
the Saracen, they were assiduously attend
and, with very great exertion, their lives
saved. This atrocious attempt to murder una
and defenceless individuals, excited a live =1";-:-':"
of indignation among the squadron; nor wg
feeling at all lessened, when, in reply to
of the senior officer in the river demanding
faction, Sarasa refused to give any, declas
the officers had been the aggressors and! '
their fate! and as there was no remedy
msolence had to be submitted to.
On receiving information of this outrage
commodore sent round an additional party of!
marines ; he also directed the vessels of war
river to fire upon the Carlists, wheneve
approached within gunshot. i
General Iriarte continuing seriously
the Madrid government appointed Brigadier S
San Miguel, then acting Governor of Santa ‘
assume the command. The British Legion, th
sadly thinned by disease, was now on it_l'- way
Vitoria to Santander. The new plan was to f
corps ’armée, with San Sebastian fﬂl‘ ’-: 0
which, after raising the blockade of that el
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1 aeeupy Passages, lrun, Fuenterabia, and all
1o French frontier; for Cordova had now found
i hat his plan of blockade, which left the whole
frontier line in undisputed possession of the enemy,
was not well caleulated “ to starve” the provinces.
o Santander the legion proceeded to San
ian, where, after a brief reconnoissance of
the besiegers’ formidable lines, and before all his
forces had armived, General Evans attacked on
the Ist of May, and notwithstanding the enemy’s
obstinate defence, carried all their entrenchments
and took all their cannon, thereby giving the Car-
lists the most complete defeat in the field they had
ever yet experienced. This victory restored confi-
dence to the queen’s armies once MOTe, and was, to
we the pithy language of the gallant veteran,
General Harispe, ‘‘a bill of exchange agalnst
Cordova,” which that wily chief, however, declined
ts honour.

fn all offcnsive wars, the great end of victory is
i be able to follow up the blow given; without
this, the completest victory is but a duel between
two parties, and yields no result, beyond the
relative numbers of slain. Such is the case, when
amy is opposed to army; but when an army is
opposed to a population, this truth is still more
. eémphatically apparent. What did General Beres-

ford gain by the terrible battle of Alb gera? Nothing,
for want of means to follow up his hard-earned
suiccess.  What did Dupont lose at Baylen ?
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Every thing. He fought agailnst an Eﬂ'ﬁr
with a hostile population ; with his

victory, costing 4000 men, would hﬂ.ﬁ
him to hold his own ; defeat was ¢
s0 it proved. .
In the usual course of Eurupe.an h_
army is pitted against army, a b
which the conqueror cannot lmpmve,
force or ability, may yet be conducive ' .
suceess ; for the losing government ma
to find another general, capable of res ':
fidence to its army. The battle of F _
indecisive in itself, would never have *
English government to propose temu_
had they thought another general coule -:.E )
to replace the Duke of Cumberland,
never occurs in popular wars; there an
army, to win, must be always successful,
ready to follow up the slightest sucees
popular enthusiasm, though c&pahie '
slaught of carrying every thing before it
checked, and then denied breathing time |
curbed for a season with a strong arm, sl:'
must work the rest. Once allow the ma
to recover, their ranks are refilled, ne#
found, and the proverb is verified,—*
resie toujours aur gros bataitlons.” ]
After a defeat, all men know well nough
to do; but few, very few of those who comi
armies, even when their means are sufficient
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how to make the most of a victory ; perhaps the
‘most difficult problem in war.

When the Carlist entrenchments were forced,
and the victory complete, General Evans had still

4000 British troops. Had he advanced, that day,
upon Hernani, it seems probable that he would

-hnre been able to have held it ; for one battalion,
with the national guards, would have sufficed to
defend San Sebastian; and who, for a moment,
entertains the idea that the Carlists would have
rallied in sufficient foree, within seven days, to
carry the position of Hernani, when defended by

- 4000 English? Not 10,000 men would have done

it; and, of a surety, they could not then have mus-
tered that number, without withdrawing half their
atmy from before Arlaban. The occupation of
Hernani in May, 1836, would have been very dif-

 ferent in its results, to its occupation in May, 1837.
- Then, probably, the expedition of Gomez would

never have taken place; the communication with
France would have been earlier intercepted ; and,

~ perbaps, the Pretender would have been compelled
10 seek his fortunes in Castille, with an army not

balf so well prepared as the one he led from

- Navarre in June, 1837.

- On the 18th of May, Commodore Lord John

Hay arrived from Santander, bringing with him

-“it"ﬁﬂ‘ﬂ][ﬂniﬂﬂ of marines, commanded by Major

; Owen. This force, when united with the detach-

ment already doing duty on board the squadron

- 1 the river, formed a superb battalion, of such
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fine and martial appearance, that he §
officers frequently remarked that this wa; '.;_;'
body of men, sent to encourage the idea;
the British army was composed of similay
lions.  Nothing could exceed the d .':
manner in which the commodore, with _
were received by the authorities, civil and m
all of whom went forth to meet his lordship,
troops were lodged in a spacious, airy
known as the wool-warehouse ; the officers
billeted among the more respectable fa
After sojourning a few days in the
commodore left for San Sebastian, i
Now that this formidable body of a:
fantry had arrived, General San Miguel betl
himself of doing something to gain reputat

his new command ; to this effect, he o

=l

battalion of the Spanish infantry of marine,
all that could be spared from the 'S O
Spanish squadron; and the entire fo

assembled, including the British ma ines at
nationals, exceeded 7500 men. After sg

liberation, a movement, or a re en:f {
force, was decided ; but, whatever were ﬂ-"_-_
of the Spanish general, the English comman
knew little or nothing of them, beyond the e
his troops were to he ready for
break on Sunday, the 15th of May; ¥
marines, in company with the national d
Bilbao, and the regiment of Cuenca, marche

- A
i
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y one densc column, taking the left bank of the
B e by the Pena, to the heights of Ollargan,
where they encamped for a time, and soon after-
ards marched farther on to the open ground
the separation of the Vitoria from the
Durango road. The regiment of Cuenca was
{hrown still farther in advance, so as to connect
\li¢ column with the main body, which, near 4000
strong, led by San Miguel in person, had marched
apon Galdacano, and returned by the heights of
Santa Marina. The Carlists were in such trifling
furce, that against the right column not a shot was
fired. San Miguel, on his side, met with trifling
opposition at first. The cazadores of Isabel I1.
s0on found a party of Carlists, in a large building,
® kiown as the Palacio de Adan, which they attacked
immediately, got close to the walls and door,
where, safe from the fire of those within, they
endeavoured to force an entrance, and, that failing,
bégan to heap up wood, in order to set the building
on fire. The defenders cried for merey, and both
parties were bargaining, when San Miguel, deter-
mg not to be indebted to fortune, recalled the
Gazadores ; but, as they did not obey, the bugle
""Eﬂ and thrice sounded the recall. This was
B0t unheeded by those within the building, who,
Seeing the cazadores begin to draw off, poured on
them x shower of balls, which struck down thirty
“*_'thnir number, including their gallant leader,
Uslonel Vidasola, an officer of great merit. ~ After
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this achievement, the Spanish general retrag
steps ; the peasantry gathering from ever
and ravine, hanging upon his rear, sendj
from all quarters, and, finally, pursuing
to the very church of Begoiia,
passed at four in the afterncon + a
mishing ceased, and the Carlists, 11
victory, assembled upon the heights, wi ere
danced, screamed, and played all sorts ,_

till dark. This petty and fruitless mare 1 cof
Miguel 100 men, including four good office
he had the farther satisfaction of L
had been baffled, within five miles of th

300 of the enemy ; who, very probably, |

e

lost twenty men. As far as the ¢ n-+'n-:‘_!T
Wwas concerned, the expedition was a
an imposing force of British troops was @t
concert with the Spaniards, and yet ne ;
been effected, beyond marching six mile
returning with the foe at their heels,—an
certainly not worth the cost, 2

Some time after this, as the Carlist .;_"
more inclined to take their revenge on G
Evans, than to besiege Bilbao, the batt
Royal marines was withdrawn from Bilb
San Sebastian ; and, at the same H"'",?_
battalion of Spanish marines, and the I
Zaragoza regiment, were drafted from he g
to reinforce General Evans's division. Eve

these reductions, the force under San
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sommand were still numerons, and, in the begin-
qingof June, he took a turn with a column of 3000
men, through the villages of Somorrosto, Retuerto,
uud Guefies. In the first-named village he cap-
qured and destroyed two pieces of cannon; and,
eiurning, the general was met by the Carlist
chief, Castor Andachaga, who, with three batta-
lions, had posted himself on the Alto de Cruces,
an amazingly strong position, from which he was,
otwithstanding, dislodged by the Christinos after
abrief engagement. In the account of this affair,
@ published in the Gazette of Onate, it is stated,
that San Miguel ** could not find lighters sufficient
to carry his wounded away;” the loss of the
Christinos, during the whole expedition, having
been sixty-seven men, of whom about thirty were
casualties, in the action now referred to. Amongst
them was Captain Riera, an aid of San Miguel’s,
“and a very good officer; he died of his wounds
~ three days after his return to Bilbao.

For some time previous to Cordova’s decree of
.~ blockade, the finances of the diputacion and of
.~ the municipality had been gradually declining;
yet the revenue of the province, although the
province only comprised Bilbao, Portagalete, and
| % neighbourhood, was still considerable ; for the
thacco rent, its main branch, was centered in
;mhﬂﬂ. and this had scarcely decreased, for any
flecline of consumption on the part of the pea-
sintry was made up by the great demand for the
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army. The wine duties had in like map
creased ; but all othep branches
had fallen off materially. This was
the case with the land-tax, of five per cent
rental of all property, which, by reason
vast emigration from the town that
place, had shrunk to less than -'_‘"-'
produce. Both the diputacion and
pality had borrowed until they could fi k
no longer. They were also greatly in del
great amount of the debts having been conf
during the siege, as well as for Fﬂu&-:;_
necessaries for the troops. D, Francisco Ga
who had been sent to Madrid shortly aft
siege of June, 1835, to entreat some
the wants of the overburthened town, proe:

sum of a million of reals (10,000%) wl ic

viated their necessities for the time; hut @
wealth of all the banks of the world woule
be dissipated in Madrid, money was usii
scarce article; and the Imperious
armies being jll supplied, their ge erals
compelled to squeeze the suffering towns.*

* Mr. Gaminds, who was sent to Madrid by the lo '
the siate of the provinee befure the queen'’s povermmes '
quent audiences of Count Toreno, the finance minister, |

occasion, when pressing for payment of the sums dae oy £¢
ment to the unfortunate town, Toreng sajd— W}‘Ir" Don I
ciseo, Bilbao has gained great glory, and should be above s

for money.” Gaminde replied, * If our croditors and & :.
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was not a harsh man; but his goldiers
must be fed and clothed, and when the general
ggvernment did ot provide for their need, it
must be done by the town. Thus the debts of the
wn and province were continually increasing
with the increasing difficulties of the war, and
' flie growing penury of the Spanish excheguer.
i_’qr, in addition to the expenses contingent on
feeding and providing for the queen’s armies, there
was the regiment of Cazadores to be maintained,
which, although sadly diminished in numbers,
ill cost 60,000 Reals monthly, and this without
{he officers being fully paid. The fortifications
also absorbed a very large sum of money, more by
reason of the ill-judged and irregular manner in
which they were conducted, than on account of
their extent or solidity ; indeed, I am convineced,
that one-half of the money expended upon for-
tifying the town, with so little sound method or
gystem, would have sufficed to have surrounded
the town and connected it with Portagalete, by a

anil orphans dependant on us, could be paid and fiul with small
midicums of glory, then your auggestion, Selior Ministro, wonld
fiok be & bad one” The eount rejoined,— Oh, Guminde, T sce
ilh are 5 man of business,  How much will content you I ™ Con-
Bider what we have done ; payus all” “PRah! that's impossible.
Take Lalf 3 million.” “No; not a doit less than a millien.”
*Nothing off 1 * No; return without else.” © Well, that would
0% break my heart ; -however, it would not look well—so, you
_ﬂull huve a million.”
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e

series of strong forts, capable of 4
These forts or blockhouses ooght to L
nfatmng mm'tellu-tuwerﬂ, about sey e
meter at the base, mounting a long ﬁ )
Pounder, with 5 howitzer ; and around ¢}
at the distance of some fifty
been a broad deep ditch, with palisades
have been necessary to build one of the e fi
the Morro hill, on Artagan, on Santo D
Banderas, and the Alto de Cruces, §
works would have sufficed for M
Mames, Luchana, ang Axpé,
Cruces once secured, the enemy never eou
vent the march of the army to Bilbag,
it became Necessary ; and with Santo Dy
fortified, no besieging force could assail th
Without first reducing i, These forts
have been made additionally services ble,
closing a large tract of country, where {l

Ak
lI.r'.

santry could have rémained secure 1
wished it. Nor would they have H:
120 men in each, so (hgt there would still be
large force to defend the town, as also te .
to the sucecour when needed, 4

From the beginning of the war the opponen
the Carlists were divided into two Classes ;
who supported the queen because they eco,
her superior hereditary rights, and the constit
alists, who adopted the queen’s banner, from
natural idea that they were more likely to attai
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object of their vows from her than from her anta-
gonist. The prince who engraves upon his stan-
dard absolute power—unqualified obedience, may
not have so many followers as he who proposes to
share his power with his subjects, but his rule is
more stable; for the very terms of his adherents’
submission and allegiance preclude all attempts at
resistance, while, on the other hand, in establish-
ing a limited or responsible government, the diffi-
culty of determining, or of agreeing how much
power shall be held by, or withheld from, the
sovereign, is the fertile source of endless differences.

Thus we find, in the history of the Roman and
Asiatic empires, that any military chief who was
sufficiently bold and ambitious, might throw the
cust for empire or the grave; but it never entered
the heads of any to attempt to make more sure of
their prize, by offering to share their power with
the people. No, the tyrant, who had just seized
the imperial purple, still wet with the gore of his
predecessors, wished to rule the same : the people,
“ ewjum pecus,” were not deemed worth a thonght;
1o them every thing remained the same, save the
Yame of their owner.

At the beginning of the war, the Madrid ca-
binet flattered itself that it would be able to
8overn the country as in Ferdinand’s time, and
Put down the Carlist insurrection also, which at
fourt was considered as a family quarrel! This
ttempt failing, the next step was to get up the

¥



322 PERSONAL NARRATIVE of

estatulo; this pleased the constitutionalis
took it as an instalment ; but still M
on. The immense majority of tlmt, ‘
nation which was not Carlist, ¢l it

duration of the war was owing h:::the .
the government, and clamoured for ﬂ

ministry : up rose the juntas, and the e
vernment became powerless; but still tb .
on. Toreno and Martinez de la Rm' disa

from the stage; and, amidst the g
nation, Mendizabal and ﬂnlatrmra ente;
ministry ; but still the war went o
nearly all the general officers of thr.q
were of the aristocrat or estatuto p ar
discredit the Mendizabal ministry,
little as possible, in which praisewortly
their incapacity powerfully assisted a-+=a-‘=-l-

ever, the ministry, tired of their ing ivi b
of success, were looking round to find v
whom they could depend upon to takd
mand, when thecamarillaand the aristo T
ed, gained over some of the furious ex:
at the scent of place and power, became st
quite tame, and walked after the ca 4-'--~'--
with the air of thorough-bred ﬂuurtim
the affair a little eclat, Cordova, wha
bly in the secret, marched out, and ¢
Carlist lines at Arlaban. A series d’
actions ensued, when, if belief is to be | 4

the queen’s general, the Carlists

‘..
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el , with the loss of 2,000 men; his loss
peing only 600. On the other hand, the factions
gate that they gained the wictory, driving
(ordova back to Vitoria, with the loss of 2,000
men, and, as if they had read the Christino de-
) , stated their own loss at 600.

‘It is true, that Cordova carried the enemy's
' positions by a very skilful flank movement, but
he lost in these engagements above 1000 men,
and after three days, he returned to Vitoria, Cor-
- dova had mancuvred well, and beaten his op-
pouent, but he derived.no advantage from it;
whether his failing to do so was wilful, of unavoid-
able, on his part, it 1s hard to say, though my
opinion leans to the former, because, immediately
after, hie went to Madrid, where he assisted at all
fhe cabinet councils; and finally, the day before
hig departure, made a long speech at the Pardo,
to the queen and her mimstry, wherein he ex-
-~ plained his proposed plans of operations. Right
well were the Carlists served by some friend in
~ gourt, for all Cordova’s plans were known at the
Pretender’s head quarters, twelve hours belore
that general reached the Ebro. Aware that, for
- the present, all idea of uniting with Evans, or
atacking Arlaban was abandoned, the division
- under Gomez, which had been organised during
Cordova’s absence, mustered at Amurrio, on the
4th of June, and on the 5th, fell upon, and totally
touted the division of reserve, commanded by Tello.
Yy 2
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As usual, the Christinos were sy i
usual, they knew nothing of the g
till it burst upon them. Gfthmun un “
1200 were killed, or taken, with t
the victor, But the Carlist gannml
self a commander worthy of victory; hi
sisted of 5400 men, and in this action he Ie
and takes 700 prisoners, with large qu
arms, stores, &c. leaving his wuundad
to Biscay, escorted by one mmpauy,
that Espartero was in his track, he ="
hesitate to plunge into the heart of th "
country, encumbered with his prisoners, m

gl ;.

a powerful enemy at his heels. More ths
Gomez, losing men at every step, joined
over-runs the Asturias, Galicia, doubles
again upon Castille; takes Palencia; -r"i"'-
the line of the Douro, and defeats the ¢
Narciso Lopez. Which of the qu&m
ever dared to march in this manner, thr h -
Basque country ? Gomez cared no '__
wounded, who, with their escort, were ca
by Espartero. At Villarobledo, where |
was defeated by Alaix, the qﬁ&enu rene
up the pursuit, to look after his p .
we see the Carlist commander marchi
on with his prisoners, although clo: P
Such a difference is there between man

with a will, and men who work only te

pearances.
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_ Qordova, returning to his army, after having
" mmpamed his sister to the French frontier,

found the soldiery not so satisfied as when he left;

-ﬁgmurmured openly, and there were there not
; those who distrusted his sincerity. Nor
was this feeling at all lessened by the defeat of
Tello, and the proved inefficiency of his famous
 system of blockade.

- As it was imperatively necessary to reform the
division of the reserve, a large draft was made
from the parrison of Bilbao for that purpose, con-
~ sisting of two battalions of the fourth light in-
fantry, one of Zaragoza, and one of San Fernando.
Very soon after their arrival at Balmaceda, the
grenadier and light companies of the first-named
-"&?giment, fell inte an ambuscade, and were all
captured by the enemy. Aware of this, Castor
and Sarasa came close to the town, and made a
show of attacking, which put the garrison on their
mettle, and the works of the fortifications went
forward in a surprising manner. Now although
the conjuncture was favourable to the Carlist
amy, sceing that Espartero had led off with him
‘One-third of the northern army; yet, whether it
‘Wis that they preferred attacking Evans, or
“'ﬁrra planning another expedition to Castille, and
- had not forces to spare adequate to the under-
taking, certain it is that they made no attempt,
and this dangerous crisis glided quietly away,
dor within a fortnight a battalion of fresh troops
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arrived,—that of Laredo,—and, what was of
more importance, large quantities of ammu
and stores. -

One of the reports spread by the friends
Isturiz ministry, was to the l
could obtain French intervention. Thnr
this hope, was quickly seen; mihtal'jr _
were more frequent than before, ﬂ-*':___
chequer more empty: wherefore, tho
people, if the Estatuto sufficeth nutt& '
the civil war, we must have the constituti
the ery of *“ the constitution !” arose ﬁ-mt
the folk of Milaga, a people more nc
and wine, than for either courage .ur
Alas! the evil was not to be remedied by
that watchword—the civil war was not to be s
by parchment codes, but by men posse i
nins, honesty of purpose, and fiery cou -:-:;"_f_E_
ery for the constitution of 1812 spread
town after town, city after ecity ]_:n' aime
until the aristocratic party was left i
drid, Then came the events of the. e
the death of Quesada, the most courag
of the aristocrats. Cordova tried to p
affection spreading in his army, but was uf

and accordingly threw up the command &
tired to France. Mendizabal and Calatt
more returned to power, and the constitd
Cortes were convened, i
Many persons bave raised an outery agains
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constitution, because of the way in which it was
forced upon the queen, and government, by the
soldiery: but how could this be aveided ? In time
of peace, a palace intrigue, or the grumbling dis-
content of the people, or the votes of parliament,
(should there be one) may upset a ministry; but
in time of war, a minister must rely, in a great
measure, upon the army; and the more unpopular,
the more dependent he is on the military; where-
fure, his opponents, aware of this, must endeavour,
by intrigue, to weaken the minister’s hold upon
the soldiery, and so turn his arms against himself;
for, should an able, unprincipled man, be in
power, (such as Isturiz, or Quesada,) determined
not to give way, as long as the military support
him, how can such a one be ejected, except by a
¢ounter-intrigue with the soldiers? An assembly
of unarmed and defenceless men are much more
likely to be sabred and trod down by a regiment
of dragoons, than to have their humble petitions
regarded. Against force, force must be employed
—nothing else will avail.

The months of August and September passed
away like the previous one; all our attention was
engrossed by the progress of the Carlist expe-
dition, under Gomez; and the furious combats
before San Sebastian. The heavy losses sustain-
¢d by the Carlists, in these actions, did not scem
at all to lessen their numbers; and without dimi-
nishing their force upon the line of Zubiri, or
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that of Hernani, or the troops acting in
and Biscay, they drew tugether a force of
men, under the command of Brigadier Sang
this officer wanted either the talent or for
Gomez. Like his predecessor, he foug
serve division, and nearly on the same g
with very different success : bending tu
after this check, he pretended to be re
Oquendo, but leaving there his wounde ed, he ‘
the valley of Carranza, and thence wua Vi 1"
leagues of Santander, before General A
had so gallantly repulsed the Uﬂ:llat
Berron, knew of his march: he was, how
after him. Sanz made for the Astunﬂ,
where he met more resistance than h _
on. At Oviedo he was repulsed s _ :
of 300 men; other partial actions f'u__
alter marchlng hundreds of miles, Sanz was
to return with half his force, and hlﬁ’ |
rather shaded.
While this expedition was on its travels,
Carlists, having nothing to fear from the "j
army, now bent their whole attention e
bastian, and Bilbao; another attack ¥
mined on the former place, and a
exceeding 8000 men prepared, ﬂn
October, they again measured their strengt}
the British, and were discomfited, ‘m:ﬂl
loss; henceforth they very wisely abani 2%
thoughts of attacking San Sebastian, and ¢

_...- v



THE SIEGES OF BILBAG. 329

{heir attention to Bilbao. In the councils of the
Pretender, Valdespina, Landayda, Zabala, Epalza,
and other leaders of the Biscay faction, urged by
gvery means in their power the immediate siege
of Bilbao. Cloaking theirthirst for revenge, and the
plunder of their personal enemies, under the appear-
ance of zeal for the service of their king, they repre-
senited that it was clear there was nothing but blows
io be had at San Sebastian; that Bilbao offered a
richer and easier prize; that, with the fall of that
town, all the north of Spain would acknowledge the
king ; and, as a further inducement, these gentry
declared that the province, enraged at beholding
ber chief city so long in the hands of the negros,
heretics, and freemasons, was willing to contribute
every thing in her power, whether labourers, means
of transport, provisions, or even money.

Villareal, the Carlist commander-in-chief, agreed
with their views. He well knew that Evans would
not act on the offensive, nor was it probable that
Espartero would be pble to rally his dispersed and
unmanageable troops in time to impede his ope-
rations, and flattered himself that a determined
attack, whilst the bulk of the Spanish army was
beyond the Ebro, would place the city in his
power. In the event of success, the natural con-
sequence would be, to relieve Gomez instantly
from the pressure of the queen’s troops, and to
carry his own victorious army direct upon Burgos.
Eguia differed in opinion from Villareal; hewished
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to attack the place in form, and in
plan, maintained there was no prok bility the
queen’s army would be able to gather jn uff
force to relieve the town, before the middle.
of November; that before that time, in gl
bability, the town would fall, but should sy
be the case, the country offered exeell
tions, where they might defy the Chri
which, at that advanced period of the 1
be unable to remain long in the field,
much deliberation, Villareal’s plan was agreed
the council broke up, and EVery one inst;
about forwarding, throughout the p
preparations for the siege, which were trul
mense. The storm, so often averted, was
gathering in gloom, soon to hurst
voted town, &

B

il
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CHAPTER VL

SECOND SIEGE OF BILBAO.

Firsr Inviermest, Ocr. 23rd, 7o Nev. &th.

Apovr the middle of the month of October, it was
gscertained that the enemy intended attacking the
town in earncst. General San Miguel made a
demand, both to San Scbastian and Santander,
for artillerymen, cannon, and various military
stores ; but this demand, delayed until too late,
sufficed merely to inform the government that the
town stood in need of supplies, and which could
not be introduced. The civil and military autho-
rities were daily receiving reports, sufficiently
mdicative of the cnemy’s preparations. Some
of the inhabitants also received letters in secret,
from their relatives outside; for some of the Car-
lists, regarding the destruction of the town as in-
evitable, forgot, for a time, their deadly hostility,
and endeavoured to save those who were still
connected by the ties of blood, albeit the furious
gtrife of civil war had ranged them under different
banners,

Sunday, the 23rd of October, was a beautiful
day, and the charming environs of Bilbao were
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thronged with the inhabitants, quite uneo
that this was the last time, for two ;
would be able to leave their gates. New

that the Carlist artillery had reached Archand

the road from Bermeo. It was thﬁﬂ;-'- o

the continual representations of the civil ' 1
and the repeated requests of the chief en,
Sierra, the General San Miguel gave ord
Occupy the church of Begofia, a spacio
edifice, the abandonment of which to the ¢
during the first siege, was one of Count Mirs
most egregious blunders, The trath of thy
verb, ‘“ better late than never,” was stril
exemplified in this mstance ; although it
pear singular, that while every man and wo
the town was feelingly alive to the i 1 ports
this building, the superior officers of the i
forces were the only persons who scemed
ignorant of its value. Scarcel y was this seasg
acquisition made, when three compe nies ¢
enemy, supported by two battalions, Ame
the hill rapidly, and opened a lively ﬁm,:_
outposts, who, quickly beaten, ran in, -'--=-'.j""::_:;1_ '
coming swiftly on, seized the hill of Artde:
altempted to get possession of the church
knowing it was already occupied,) but
by which it was garrisoned, consisting
companies of Laredo, plied the Carlists wi
heavy though ill-directed five, when, mortified
surprised to find the church in the hands of |
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pponents, the assailants drew back dispirited,
and were attacked by the cazadores of 1sabel I1.,
 gome of the national guard, and the light company
of Laredo. The foe retired slowly, and, at night-
fall, the skirmishing ceased, each party baving
ustained a trifling loss. Amongst the casualties
oo the side of the town, was the volunteer of the
pational guard, D. Victoriano Borda, severely
wounded.

‘At dawn, on the 24th, it was perceived that the
enemy had seized all the heights, and completely
'~ invested the town; working parties were busy
- throwing up batteries at Artigan, the Salve, and

on the hill behind the convent of San Augustin.
All communication was cut off with Olaviaga, and
the forts on the river, and some apprehension was
entertained for the safety of the battalion of
Cuenca, which was still outside the town. Towards
the afterncon the colonel of that regiment, having
teinforced the garrisons of the Capuchin convent,
and of the fort of Banderas, crossed the river
opposite the convent of San Mames, whose gar-
fison he likewise strengthened, and then, with
the remainder of his battalion, commenced his
march into the town, along the left bank of the
river. The besiegers gathered in force, to stop
his progress, but the battalion of Compostela
going out to assist, disengaged Cuenca, and, after
a sharp skirmish, drove back the enemy.
During the day, the cannon from the forts fired
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heavily against the enemys working p
so ill served were the pieces, thntmr, sl
ten struck even the 4ill where the
working ;—little loss could be oceas
enemy from this quarter. On the .f.-.: -_.-""':
the Carlist guerillas swarmed arfmﬁd >
and the skirmishing fire was kept up w
Amongst those who fell this day, was B
Tellaéché, one of the deputies for tha
a gentleman much respected in the pro
whose carly loss was much regretted by hi
citizens, l
According to established custom, San M
published two proclamations, one to thea
of the garrison, the second to the natig
and mhabitants ; in both of which pro
the Christino general treatéd his ene
lightly ; and, forgetting the reproof g
soldier of Darius, when railing against 4 ;
abused the besiegers in language which, alt "'::f_
true, was ill timed. The prowess of k
soldiers was also too highly magmﬁﬁd,,
that the issue of the contest was, at &!&,
doubtful; and praise, like pay, should &
be given beforehand, nor withheld e
The town divided into districts in the f
manner. At San Augustin, and houses cont
was stationed the regiment of Tl'll_]lllﬂ Tex - b
gallant Colonel Duran; Brigadier-Ge
Baron Ozores, colonel nf the militia

4 ¥
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Compostela, commanded the north-east angle of
ibe lines from Mallona to the burying-ground ;
{he next position, that of the Circus and the
advanced post of Begofia, was entrusted to the
gﬁgadier Oliveras, while the south-east end of
e lines, including the famous fort of Larrinaga,
was held by the Brigadier Arechavala; the ad-
joining forts of the Morro and Miravilla depended
directly from General San Miguel, and the ancient
governor of the town, Colonel Moreno, whoseability
did wot inspire much confidence, was sent to com-
mand the suburb on the left bank, where there
was no apparent danger. The commandant of all
the artillery was a fine old veteran, D. Pedro de
Sarastegui. The detachment of artificers, with
the park of artillery, were placed under the com-
mand of Captain Don Pedro White, an Irish officer
grown grey in the Spanish service, and a better
choice could not be made. Nor were the civil
authorities idle; the leading personages of the town
composed the junla de armamento y defensa, and
their measures were prudent and vigorous. Lists
were taken of the provisions in the town, and to
prevent monopolists from raising the prices, they
purchased various articles of chief necessity. All
the casks in the place they collected and sent to
the fortifications: thousands of sacks were distri-
buted to the inhabitants to be sewn; the fire-
engines were rcady in the street, and the corps of
sappers of the national guard distributed through
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the town, in which the most exact g der ane
were maintained by the patroles of the '
or the company of nationals, eg '1
above fifty. : TE

At six a_w. of the 25th of October, the
opened a fire from two mortar batter: es, plag
the right and left of Artigan. (See P :
projectiles were shells of thirteen, ten, a 1
and a half-inch shells, and also

e
¥
L
-
s

peculiar construetion, weighing abount one hun
weight each, in shape something like a flow
and having, besides the fuse mouth, four
apertures, whence gushed jets of flames, Fo
able as these appeared at first sight, the s
of the nationals soon detected their ir :.1.;_;' |
and stifled them easily, so that the
with his godly crew, who had implicitly t
the promises of the French inventor, '
that with these Projectiles the town would spe
be in ashes, were grievously disappoir ed in
Pious and charitable desires. The bombare
continued all day and alj night, with dif
degrees of intensity, occasioning, of cour
siderable damage to the buildings and la s
to the inhabitants, particularly among
and children, for the men were all ‘H
batteries and lines, where few missiles vel
rected by the fnemy.*  As yesterday the arl

* During the afternoon a seven-inch shell fell into i
the Ronda, exactly opposite a powder magasine, Telol
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of the town fired with but little better success, and
svidently caused the besiegers but trifling incon-
vepience and less loss. At daylight on the 26th
mortar batteries, which, for two hours
previously had been firing but slowly, now plied
their projectiles with a will, while their gun
fatteries opened with a salvo that made our mud
walls shake to  thewr base. Four batteries*
gmed with eleven pieces of cannon, poured an
incessant fire against Mallona and the convent of
$an Augustin. Unable to resist such a heavy
and well-directed fire, the guns of the former
won began to stammer in their answers, and the
ﬁ&gers taking the ascendant, had, by noon,
silenced all, and dismounted most of the pieces,
| whla the parapets had nearly disappeared before
- sich a heavy flight of metal, and the enemy’s
- skirmishers approached almost to the diteh. The
Situation of the town was now critical enough ;
the besiegers’ mortar batteries were throwing

- 3gingt the door of which, it broke through and exploded, toge-
et with two barrels of oartridges, containing 2,000 each, which
- Y% near the entrance, The sides, roof, and supports of the
 warchanse were pierced in every dircetion by the shower of balls,
-l yet, strange to say, forty barrels, containing 80,000 eartridges,
™% 6 the other end of the store, within thirty feet, and not one
- "plided, which was tmly providentisl, since, had this immense
- Wautity token fire, in all probability half the street would have
- h0e down, occasioning the loss of hundreds of lives.

‘;z:ﬂﬂf]ﬂmmnﬁgm,ﬂehmmchn Alvin, and behind San

m
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flights of shells into the town,
had silenced those of the place anﬂ 37
defences, and there was nothing but W h:
ditch between the foe and his pr&y AF
English general would have storm _
and a loss of 1,000 men would hn.m
the town, but the Carlist soldiers are ¥
deeds requiring desperate hardihood,
a tree or a rock for cover in front, an ‘
ravine to run to in their rear, and ....- "
and fire for a year; but to form ir.-]a:ma1
charge steadily through a breach is
neither will nor can do. Thus ar,.u ,
for he made no attempt. Meantime the Ch
threw up a battery at the river .=.,-.:-J_:'_ =
theatre, and armed it with a twenty-fon
gun and an eight-inch howitzer, The
was s0 well chosen that it flanked the b
battery in Alvia, and enfiladed that b
Augustin and that of Eznazarraga. Tk
were well served and every shot told, ﬁ
annoyance of the besiegers, whnié
slackened, and was never again 80 ¥
However, their mortar batteries m:-ntm
shells into the town, and the d&mag&
immense, nor could any attempts
repairing the parapets during the da)
scarcely had the evening set in, when this
tant service was vigorously begun, despt
enemy’s batteries, which continued to thum

+ ]



THE STEGES OF BILBAO. 339

At three p.m. the Carlists first pillaged and
flien set fire to the suburb of San Augustin, out-
side the gate. With that sort of fascination
which is often seen in persons whose hour is
come, a few of the unfortunate inhabitants re-
mained to the last, and after suffering every
indignity from the besiegers, were either slain or
purnt ; the half-consumed carcasses of two females
were seen for some days after near the door-way
of the house known as that of * Valentin.”

Between the fort of Mallona and the cemetery,
ie a ravelin called ** El Diente,” which forms a
salient angle, and had received so many marks of
attention from the besiegers that the parapet was
glmost in ruins. The position was important,
and with Mallona, was held by the 1st company
of the national guard, the cazadores of Isabel IL.,
and the grenadiers of Laredo. Occupied with
the repairs, and with dragging up a gun, the
troops stationed at the Diente had left their arms
piled under a colonnade in the burying-ground,
when, unperceived by the sentinels, a strong
body of the Carlists came up the ravine, their for-
lom advancing silently, entered the ravelin, and
mare were following, when the second lieutenant
of the 1st company of the nationals, D. Manuel
de Mendiburu gave the alarm, and crying out to
hig comrades ¢ Leave the gun you are dragging,
seize your arms and follow me,” rushed on the
assailants, the foremost of whom he cut down, and

z 2
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_immediately afterwards fell by a mu;
The combat grew warm and serious, aj
leys of the foc outside shewed that hij $ 8uj
masses were considerable. [renﬂ.ra.l e
who was present, was near qug_ made pri
his aid, Captain M , of the artillers
and was met on the steps of ngo&u. _
and 5th companies of the national guar
ignorant of the tumult, were going up to re
the forts agreeably to previous orders, ";
M—— cried out, ““ All is lost, the enen =;
Though this announcement was suffi ci ent]
ling, Captains Orbegoso and Nafarrondo
their men to fix bayonets and ::-ui A _
They arrived in time ; the assailants wave
back, and retreated down the glen, leavi
as had entered dead on the spot, exea
badly wounded, who, rolling into thef ite
their lives spared. A heavy fire was
the direction of the enemy’s retreat, an "
groans and confused clamour which arose
the ravine, there is little doubt that ":
suffered for their temerity, Vexed nt
cess, Villareal stopped the fire of hﬁ‘* atteti
and the town at ten p, u. E:n_]ﬂ}rad a respl
fifty-two hours of a furious : ;'

Alr.hnugh there was little prubahlllt}
enemy would again attack that- night, .:.
thought prudent to increase the g‘uardl
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gnd the burying-ground; the working parties
were also reinforced, and. the repairs of the
breaches pushed on vigorously. No attempt was
made by the besiegers to molest them, except
that after midnight their mortar batteries ocea-
sionally threw shells and carcasses into the town.
Day dawned on the 27th, but no increase of firing
ok place on the part of the besiegers; occasion-
ally their batteries threw a few round-shot in
addition to the shells, but this ill-sustained fire
was productive of little damage. On the side of
the town the theatre battery was almost the only
ene that operated, but its fire was terribly effec-
ive, as was apparent by the riddled state of the
houses in the rear of the Carlist batteries, and the
mjured state of their parapets.

After dark the works on the lines were renewed
with additional vigour, not without molestation by
the enemy, whose light troops, spreading along the
face of the lines, with loud shouts and howls,
kept up a brisk fire of small-arms throughout the
might, which cost us a few men. As during the
Previous night, their mortar-batterics amused
themselves with occasionally saluting the town;
but, beyond breaking a few tiles, and frightening
lemales and the sick, did no damage. During
this night a deserter came over, and from him, as
Well as by information received through another
Ehanuel, we learned that the besiegers had re-
ceived a fresh supply of ammunition, so that we
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might expect their fire to apen o
with renewed energy. Such pmﬂﬂrh b hy
for, at day-break, the enemy’s batteries
heavy fire from six guna«uflargin a
their mortars. There was no cessatig
part of the besiegers until twe o'c Vs 4";-._:
noon, when their fire slackened, - |
declined, till it ceased altogether at ¢
the howilzer battery at Artigan, ﬂ .
few shells occasionally during the night.
The damages caused h]r the bt'ﬂ‘l “
lortifications, were too serious to brook
in their repair, Many other points &‘d‘i
defence also imperatively needed 3
tifications ; however, few wnrkmen
found, and those not very willing nnm
son for this scarcity of hands ahnﬂ*' '
explained. Of the 2,500 men able &
in the town, about one-fifth had emig :,:,.;_l:“
fifth, consisting chiefly of the puurer
in the Carlist ranks; of those remai nit
town, above 1,200 dld duty, mght
national guards, who could not be e
more than their military service, Wh
admirable zeal and alacrity they p &
rest of the male population, who were,
chiefly Carlists, hid themselves, aﬂd Oy
from house to house, evaded the pol :
state of things the civil and mJ,hH!.rjr """
published a decree, ordering that e
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inhabitant was to present himself by one in the
afternoon, and make his option, either to take
arms with the nationals or to work on the forti-
fications, the penalty for non-appearance being
aheavy fine; and domiciliary visits were made by
the police to enforce compliance. Now there was
nothing either extraordinary or irregular in this
decree, since, in ordinary warfare, the governor of
abesieged place always has the undisputed right to
expel from the town, or to compel to labour,
those who refuse to take up arms for the defence.
Nevertheless the Carlist families murmured ex- -
ceedingly ; and those who would have slain in
eold blood every one of their opponents, had they
possessed the power, had actually the impudent
efftontery to declare, * that it was contrary to
freedom and the constitution!” * that there was
o law to compel them to work!” Despite their
grumbling, the decree was properly enforced ;
yet, when I add that not a single Carlist was
beaten, imprisoned, or insulted during the siege,
although at divers times they gave provocation
enough, 1 think sufficient is said to prove the
humanity and noble feeling of the queen’s sup-
porters.

Workmen being thus forthcoming, the repairs
of the defence at Mallona and the Rediente went
steadily on. The platforms in the batterics were
re-constructed ; the guns mounted ; and, on the
20th, the besiegers found to their cost two heavy
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batteries, where, two days pmvmuﬂy
shapeless mass of ruins. They sa
unecqual contest ; and, before ﬂllﬂﬂ
guns were E-ilﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂd With this suece
thusiasm of the garrison rose high, ar
increased by the besiegers preparing to retis
their cannon, upon which the church bel
soon ringing a joyful peal. The Ca ' ts
astounded, and the troops stationed j.t
Domingo convent being uncontrolls
Duran opened the gate, and salhe;l ut
granadiers of Trujillo, a few natmnsla, '
dores, sending word to the general tha;
to seize the enemy’s guns. Here was
good fortune for San Miguel ; his troop
the highest spirits; the enemy mw&i
teries abandoned within 150 yards uaf
walls. = Had 2,000 men been launched
attack, there is not a doubt that every g Tul
have been captured, and perhaps some |
made. However, General San Htgﬂﬂﬂ
himself unable to profit by the favours of fo
he hesitated, and then hastily reﬂalledm
when some of them were actually in the e
battery, It is even said that one of the caz f'
was endeavouring to spike a gun. It is unné
sary to enlarge upon the perfect practicabilf
seizing the enemy’s cannon ; let it suffice ¢

* He ordered the retreat in quick titne—* retirada pr
taide.” 4707 el 5.
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that the troops returned with only a loss of twelve
wounded, all of whom were brought in.*

Nothing important occurred during the night ;
and the morning of the 29th showed the enemy
actively employed in moving away his siege ma-
terials; and at eleven a. w., all being quiet, the
general issued an order, permitting one-half the
garrison to go off duty to rest themselves until
half-past three p. M. At nightfall the guards were
doubled, and every precaution taken against a
surprise; for, it was possible, that the retiring of
the besieging artillery was but a feint to throw the
garrison off its guard. The night was one of
heavy rain and high winds ; but, amid the gusts,
the howling of the peasantry, urging on their cattle
to drag off the guns, was distinctly heard, and
torches were frequently seen glancing on the
mountain side. This activity during sach bad
weather, proved that the besiegers were retiring
in earnest ; and a deserter, who came over during
the night, farther confirmed this opimon.

On the 30th, it was ascertained that all the
enemy’s artillery had been moved off by the road

* This day, at abont half-past three p. M., the staff-adjutant of
the national guard, Don Fustace do Allende Saluzar, while ro-
connpitring the enemy from Mallona, was shot through the
head, and expired in a few minutes. This gentleman was the
ehief of one of the most tliuﬁ_l]guiﬁhi':ﬂ families in Diseay, excecd-
ingly popular with his fellow-townsmen, and his carly death was
desply regretted by all parties.
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to Bermeo, and the general, congic Ering ¢
tory gained, published two s \Mationg
dressed to the garrison and inhabitants, eg
thanking them for theip zeal and o Y
and congratulating them on their triumply
enemy still showed a considerable b
although withont committing any Ect'.nfr"“'
The day following, Colanel Ruiz, command
the Circus battery, observing few of the bes
m their mortar battery at Artdgan,
detachment, accompanied by thirty: work
At their approach, the few Carlists there
and the Christinos levelled their we
capturing about 100 projectiles, and sop
trenching tools. Hitherto we had had ne
munication with the out-posts, nor the lowe
of the river, but this day a party arri
Banderas, declaring that the enemy..';__
retired ; notwithstanding this, and the as
that General Araoz was at P s
force of 2,000 men, and a large cﬂﬂvﬂy._
nition, the governor, San Miguel, remained
within his walls, forbidding any sortie, nore
allowing the gates to be opened. 3
On the 2nd of November, Brig'ﬂdiﬂ';?..'
tered the town, bringing with him the
Toro, two companies of the fourth light nfa
and a company of artillery, in all about
Protected by this escort came a convoy of
munition, stores, clothing, and some p oVisie

I-
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45 also the mails from Madrid. After the arrival
of this reinforcement, all the national guards were
allowed to retire to their homes, except the com-
rpmy of artillery which continued on duty as
usual.

 Elated with this reinforcement, the next day
General San Miguel ordered a sortie, with the in-
tent of destroying the enemy’s works; for which
purpose a force was despatched from Begona, con-
sisting of one company of cazadores of Isabel I1.,
one of the regiments of Compostela, and one of the
Nationals, commanded by the Brigadier, Baron
Ozores, and from San Augustin two companies
of the regiment of Trujillo. Considerable op-
position was made by the Carlists, who had
stationed a battalion upon the slope of Archanda,
covered by garden walls and houses. The firing
lasted a long time, and when the Chrnistinos re-
turned, it was with a loss of nearly forty men,
including the gallant Brigadier Ozores, slightly
wounded, and a young officer, belonging to a

very respectable family in the town, was severely
wounded.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE FIRST INVESTMENT.
CAHLIST ATTACK.
The terrible engagements against the British

Legion, at San Sebastian, and the French Le-
gion at Zubiri, having cost the Carlists thousands
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of men to no purpose, it was a p 'i-=":-'=":-,f;._' g
lead their battalions against Bilbao, wher
had no right to expect much resistan,
its capture would be of transcendant
perhaps involving the advance of the |
to Burgos, As the SCAson was mt
vanced, but that the Spanish army might p
in force, to raise the siege; and consid
inefficient state of the fortifications, th
supplies of ammuanition, and the low rep
the generals in command, the plan of attg
good, provided it had embraced the ntire.
The first requisite in a siege is a *
vesiment ; now the bulk of the Carlist
were in front of the North-cast and N orth i
the town. Miravilla and the Morro, thay‘ care
heeded, so that it was soon seen that no da
menaced on that quarter, and thus the attent
of the garrison was undivided. Neverthel
had Villareal boldly attacked the breaches, ¥
practicable, at the same time
tack by the fords of Achuri, he would have take
the town, provided he chose to lose 2,000 men
but the night attack, well planned as it was,
so favoured by fortune as to allow the ft
enter unopposed, failed ; and why? Beca
Carlist troops were not sufficiently couraget
The forlorn, composed . of . deserters
French Legion, behayed gallantly.  But
Basques, of whose prowess we hear so n

|_: 2
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would not support their advance. And thus will
they always behave ; equal to any troops in Eu-
rope, at desultory fighting, they are inferior to
any in those enterprises which require cool, steady,
and determined valour. After the failure of the
assault, on the 27th, Villareal should have attack-
ed the. out-posts; their capture, (an easy matter)
would have inspirited his men, and given him sup-
plies of guns and ammunition, supposing that he
needed them. The retiving from before the place, (a
superior force not being present) and the allowing
a powerf{ul reinforcement to enter the besieged town
must, of course, be attributed to his orders; on
any other supposition, such a glaring neglect of
all rule, is barely credible. Even had his instruc-
tions been peremptory, it is difficult to say why
he did not station a battalion on the heights of
Axpé, and another at the: bridge of Castrojana,
by which manesuvre Araoz would have been effec-
tually hindered from reaching Bilbao.

THE DEFENCE.

A great master of the art of war,* has declared
that the phrase non putabam, should be expunged
from a general’s vocabulary : despite the recom-
mendation of such high authority, some peninsular

* Marshal Saxe.
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generals still use the phrase, and,m

Had such not been the case, thg..
Bilbao, fifteen months after the ;
the first siege, would not have bmu -
serable state, nor would the m of ¢
have been so scanty and neglected ; stil
would there have been any rmunh TTite,
twelfth hour, to General Evans, as i, ".","
inforcement of artillerymen, which th-
proach of the enemy effectually p
entering, even supposing that ﬂmm-&l |
them, of which I am not certain, o : :
It was a most fortunate thing for the | lown
the general was prevailed upon to oe
church of Begofia; it is difficult to u
he ever could have hesitated. Notk
duce him to occupy the church, mui
of Alvia, so that both became strong. ; fo
enemy, within half musquet shot of t‘hr
It seems natural that a town, situa 3
bao, at the bottom of a bason, should bﬂ ef :
by sorties; or else, long continued hom “.
might lay 11 in ruins; but as nothing col nld €
the audacity of the Carlists, in planting
batteries at once, scorning the form rv'jj_:J':;
proaches, close to the town defences; so, sea

any thing could equal the resignation with
San Miguel saw the destruction of the to _
the enemy’s shells: keeping close within his



THE SIEGES OF BILBAO. 301

e never attempted to seize the Carlist mortar
batteries ; which a sortie, made with a large force
:ﬁﬂsﬂﬂﬂ to 3,000 men, could have casily carried.
8o fearful was the queen’s general of compro-
mising the safety of the town by sorties, that it
has been seen on the 29th of October, he actually
recalled his troops when on the point of seizing
he enemy’s cannon, instead of sending two batta-
lions to their support. The sortie of the 3rd of No-
vember, after the arrival of Araoz, was contempt-
ible, in the extreme; with upwards of 6,000 dispo-
sable troops, he sent out about 450, who, of course,
were insufficient to cope with the single Carlist bat-
talions posted on the heights. By this misapplica-
tion of his force, he lost forty good men, lowered the
tone of his soldiers, and proportionably increased
that of the enemy, who could not entertain much fear
of a garrison, whose general allowed one battalion
to hold its ground, all day, within gun-shot of the
fown lines. For the rest, the general was active,
and gave many proofs of personal courage, during
the siege; it, however, appears singular, that he
should, in his public despatches, have praised the
conduet of Captain M——, his aid, who certainly
~ behaved rather discreditably, n leaving his post,
~ a0d giving the alarm on the night of the as-
sanlt.

‘The conduct of the civil authorities, was admi-
mble in the extreme; with equal foresight and
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despatch, they anticipated the wam.,
supplied whatever was required hy the &
for the defence of the place, while,
sorting to any measures of severity, str
was maintained in the town. The ¢
sappers of the national guard, affor
assistance, in extinguishing the fires cause
the shells and carcasses. Without thqm
town must have been a prey to the flan _'
deed, twice the enemy’s projectiles set f
buildings immediately contiguons to the pg
magazines, sitnated in the Calle Santa Mz
the Convent of the Esperanza, but, o “__
courage and conduct of the sappers, occasion
no damage, although the alarm was wﬂf
Thus terminated the first mmtmeht
second siege, during which, the loss
rison, and inhabitants, amounted to :
The besiegers threw into the town m 1,
shells of all sizes, and had, in all, nineteen pi
of ordnance in their batteries. Their _ :
the beginning, were far better served
of the town; although, towards the conclus
their superiority was entirely lost.
Notwithstanding the safe arrival of A 0z, W
his convoy, the Carlists did not abanden t
neighbourhood of Bilbao: preparations :1';_ d

fence were still going on, the gates v tli

closed, and there seemed a gloom and cloud
hang upon the Bilbainos; so that, far from r¢
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joicing at their deliverance, they seemed to con-
jecture the past as the mere forerunner of greater
evils. And so it fell out: the cabinet of D.
Carlos, enraged at Villareal's failure, still con-
sidered that their loss before the town had not
been sufficient to dispirit the troops;* besides,
there were no signs of Espartero moving. At
San Sebastian, General Evans, busy in fortifying
his lines, seemed only desirous of being left alone.
Another attack was resolved upon, another plan
adopted, and the execution entrusted to General
Nazario Eguia, a vindictive old man, who probably
unites the qualities of obstinacy, cowardice, and
cruelty, | to a greater extent, than any of s party,

* They had probably lost 600 men, of whom one-third, at
least, were French descrters from the Algerine Legion, so that of
their own men, the loss wos trifling. T have heard, from the
pessamtry, that on the night of the assanlt, after its failure, Veras-
foyni, Colonel of the first Biscay battalion, was, with severil
ither officers, highly amused at the severe loss sustained by the
“ Argolinos ;* cracking divers jokes at the expense of the poor
fewils, This anecdote is 20 characteristic, that T am convinced
s true.

 Vide the Duke of Wellington's Despatches, vol, v. p. 48, 50. 53.
In the conrse of his travels through Galicia, in 1852, the author
visited Santiago, the eapital, where General Eguia, who was then
eommander-in-chief of the provines, resided. Dwuring his stay, of
about ten days, he witnessed the execution of eight unfortunate
men, who had attempted to raise a guerilla party for 1. Pedro, in
the north of Portugal ; but, being closely pursued by the Miguelites,
Were driven into Spain for refuge, made prisoners, and disarmed :

A A
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sy

his master only excepted. Disposi
population of the province, with abs
getic rule, in less time than some
take to get a brigade of artillery reac
the Carlist preparations were com
peasantry rushed in erowds to mﬂ
tion of the ** obstinate town;” m&,
November, six brief days after the er
the unfortunate inhabitants beheld their
enemies, with increased numbers, 2
means, blockading their heroie mtgi
doned, apparently, by all Spain, s
resist the determined efforts of lmr
they were sent to Santiago, where the Cuptain-ger
ecribe how mueh the gloomy, sanguinary te
Eguia was and is still detested in Galicia : hatred of
tributed, in no slight degree, to render that pe
eminently zealous for the queen’s canse,

L]
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CHAPTER VIL

SECOND SIEGE OF BILBAO,

Seconn INvESTMENT.

Wansr Eguia was making his preparations, and
his train of artillery in course of completion at
Guernica, he allowed the 2nd battalion of the 4th
light infantry to enter the town. This battalion,
during the previous investment, had been in gar-
rison at Portagalete and the outposts on the
fiver; and thusits arrival in Bilbao did not inerease
the effective strength of the garrison, since an
equal number of the regiments of Toro, Cuenca,
and the Ist battalion of the 4th, had to replace
them : still ‘it would seem to be bad generalship
on the part of Eguia, to allow these changes to
take place, without making any attempt to prevent
them, The generals in command were well aware
of the coming storm, and concluded that, on this
oceasion, the Carlists would attack the place by
tule ; first the outposts, then the detached forts,
and lastly, the body of the place; and, acting
Upon this idea, they tried to increase the means of

defence of the different outposts on the river, as
A A2
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much as the past procrastination, |
difficulties, would allow. As theu:g :
will soon be of interest, some des
may be acceptable, :
Within the bar of the river Nervion, a
600 warde distant, on the left
town of Portagalete, whose pnp 1
able times about 1800, was now
1200, exclusive of the garrison. The tow
consists of two streets and a fow lan, 18
upon the steep slope of a hill, v
commands it. When the queen’s tr ps i
possession of Portagalete, thEF con| “
selves with simply throwing up barri
entrances of the streets, Imph ling
most contiguous to the gates, amt
gun in the tower of the church. Cast
furiously attacked it, in Fﬂbru_a;'j',
with difficulty repulsed, the gover i
to build a fort on the hill above; an
some time after, a small martello tow
chiefly by the aid of Captain Lapi
Rmgdove. This being found insuf
fort was marked out, in the aut 1]
so slowly proceeded with, that, in
it was not quite completed. 1
strong defence to the tuwn,._..
condition, for its guns swept all t '.
to the Galindo river; thus the oA

‘against a coup de main, and, 3 b
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wemnor, was fully capable of a stout defence ;
for ﬁa British ships of war precluded all hope of
ttack on the river side. The garrison consisted
of 300 men of the 1st battalion, 4th light infantry,
d o few artillerymen ; the governor was Colonel
Castafios, who inspired but small confidence.
' In front of Portagalete, on the right bank of the
river, is situated a small group of houses, known
s the Casas del Consulado. Placed as they are,
au the sands, within 100 yards of the bank of the
nver, and wholly commanded by the guns of
Portagalete, nothing could induce the Spanish
governor of the town to occupy these houses, ex-
--L by day, and that occasionally. The enemy s
prillas took advantage of this negleet, and many
mtggltr was picked off by them on the right
bank, coming along unconscious of danger; and
uufrequcutly, during the night, they fired upon
Ihlpplna in the river, and upon the town op-
psite: a mode of warfare more insulting than
rous.
'ﬂe next post held by the queen’s troops, on
be left bank of the Nervion, was the convent of
e ﬂealertﬂ, a capacious, but by no means strong
':- ding, beautifully and advantageously situated
i & high neck of land, at the confluence of the
"-i"”'* Jo. This building had been loopholed and
Yarticaded, the surrounding trees levelled, and a
Eltlcis made ; a ditch was also in progress.
On the eastern side was a large battery, mounting
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two long 32-pounders, and one 9. ol
the front, towards the Galindo river a.tﬂ
land, was a battery mounting two Q.
The garrison consisted of one. W
light infantry, and some eight or ten a
As this edifice commands the deepe
anchorage in the Nervion, the u.-.j_;"j'
H. M. forces on the station d:raam'
ment of British marines to be placed the
H. M. 8. Saracen to be anchored elosa
convent. The nominal commander ¢
portant post was Lleutenant-ﬂﬂlﬂrnﬂl
the real one was Captain T. P. Le-Hardy
Saracen, a very different officer rom the
Spaniard. At the distance of 1500 vards §
Desierto is the bridge of Luchana, of
centre arch had been deatrﬂyedbgr
and afterwards repaired by the Quee:
bridge, over a deep and muddy strez ﬂ
proached on each side by a long open cau
it was perfectly well barricaded lim:l
throughout, and had, besides, nnﬂnmﬂi
a 6 or 9-pounder, which was u 312
towards the heights of Arriaga, on ﬂa
of the river; forty men, cnmmandedhr
was the force usually stationed here.
yards above the bridge of Luchana f’ :
solid, stone edifice, with double walk,
been used as a powder- -magazine, X
dismantled. This was usually the st
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advanced picket of the garrison at the bridge
during the day. Above this building, rose the
steep slaty ridge of Montecabras, which was un-
occupied ; and, above that, the hill of Banderas,
the culminating point of the range of hills on the
right bank of the nver.

Banderas was originally a signal-station, from
which all vessels, coming from seaward, were
telegraphed to the signal-house at Bilbao. When
it was determined to place a garrison here, the
house was made the nucleus of a considerable
fortification. Strong defences were thrown up on
each side, loopholed throughout; the approaches,
also, were cleared, which, joined to the gradual
rise of the ground up to the house, rendered an
attack on it a work of some danger. A nine-
pounder (brass,) was mounted on the southern
front, and the garrison, commanded bya lieutenant-
colonel, consisted of two companies and a few
gunners, of which force half a company was sta-
tioned below, at the bridge of Luchana.

About 1000 yards (by the road,) distant from
the fort of the Banderas, and 350 feet below
it, was the convent of the Capuchins, scated
upon a small platform overlooking a deep ravine,
which, beginning at the Molino de Viento, de-
scends to the church of Deusto. This edifice,
though spacious, was not strong; its only defence
being a loopholed garden wall, and even that was
of little service, for the houses in the vicinity
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overlooked it in every ﬂzmﬂmm J
against any thing but musquetry, it wag!
the queenites more as g protection to ¢
munication with Banderas, than for gny
its own. One company was posted here:
Between the Cadagua and Galindy
800 yards above the point where the
the Nervion, is the convent of Burseiia, sig
the village of the same name, Here was f
an iron cham-bridge, which was ,
Peasautry soon after the breaking ":
lution. This convent, which former nd o
to the order of La Merced, was
strong edifice, capable of r&siuﬁng: raAnnon
of the first garrisons established by the
it had acquired fame from the tens CIOus ¢
made by Colonel Echaluce with the e "
Isabel II., during the siege of Bilbao
carreguy. This fortress was of great conse
to the Christinos, since it enabled them §
the passage of the Cadagua, which, or an

coming from the westward to relieve Bil 0,
most difficult and dangerous part +
taking, This important fortress
by 120 men of the regiment of Cuenca
light infantry, with two pieces of cannon
pounders). e
The last, and except the Desie
important post on the river held by ﬁ—
troops, was the fortified convent of the Frane

B
B
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called San Mamés.* This large and spacious edi-
fice is situated on a rising bank, on the left side
of the Nervion, about one mile from Bilbao.
Aware of its importance, the queen’s generals had
put it in a decent state of defence: a deep ditch
was sunk- around the convent; a well secured
covered-way connected the body of the works
with a house of two stories, which was loopholed
throughout ; strong earthen parapets were thrown
up within the ditch; and two batteries, armed
with seven pieces of cannon, swept the approaches
on the land side. Unfortunately the river side
was neglected, of which, we shall soon sce, the
enemy was not slow to avail himself. For the
rest, the building was not capable of resisting a
very long hammering, but yet was defensible
against any moderate means of attack. The fort
was well supplied with provisions, stores, and
ammunition, and commanded by an officer of
reputation, Colonel Fernandez, who had under his
orders a garrison consisting of three companies of
the regiment of Toro, about twenty-five artillery-
men, and a few soldiers of the lst battalion, 4th
light infantry, in all about 300.

* Pieces of ordnance in the convent of San Mamés:—
Ome long iron twenty-four-pounder.
One iron twelve-pound-carronade, landed from . M. 8. Saracen.
Two brass nine-pounders,
One brass four-pounder.
One iron eighteen-pound-carronade.
Oue colwrn mortar.

Of shot, chells, and ammunition there were sufficient for 800 rounds,
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On the 7th, news was received l.hat gia!
taken the command of the army, and th
besieging train had moved from Ge
Munguia. On the day following ﬁ
commander-in-chief took up his head g
Deusto; his forces, consisting of nine yattal
were all posted on the right bank of th
and the Carlist troops, which had all
the heights of Archanda, now desce
ravines, re-occupied the houses r::ﬁnlil
town, and the siege was again commen
it was not too late to hold the church
house of Abando, and thus secure tha
of Mallona and San Augustin; but thn
plain sense and experience were
garded ; these important hnﬂmﬁgawﬂﬁ
pied, and at dark the enemy seized them -
the day, numbers of the peasantry v
carrying up the heights of Amhanh
fascines, gabions, ladders, planks, m
needed no prophet to tell us that, this ti e,
outposts were not to escape so easily a
Early on the mnrmng of the 9th, it was se
the enemy were in possession of Bar .
appears that two pieces of cannon wam U
battery by Eguia during the night. At

* He had lately been made a Count by the P
acknowledgment of the distinguished services render

cause ; henceforth, the Carlist general styled M 4
de Casa-Egwia,”
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 they fired two rounds each. The commandant of
the fort, satisfied that he was attacked in earnest,
fired one shot and then struck his colours. He,
of the Capuchin convent, tried to escape with his
| :Frﬁmn to the river-side, and there cross over to
§an Mamés ; but the scheme failed, and, although
we heard that above eighty escaped, it appears,
from better authority, that the Carlists took or
slew them all. Thus, by nine A.n. the entire
fght bank of the river was in the hands of the
besiegers; for the detachment at Luchana Bridge,
seeing the Banderas taken, immediately abandoned
their post, and retired across the rver to the
Desierto.

The next attempt of Eguia was against San
Mamés: considering that his operations against
the convent might be incommoded by gun-boats
from the town, he, with great prudence, threw up
a battery of two six-pounders, at the place called
El Salve. Availing themselves of the afternoon
tide, two French gun-boats, laden with French
families and their effects, attempted to descend
the river ; but a few well-directed shots from the
battery at the Salve, told them plainly enough
that all egress was forbidden. Finding it impos-
sible to force a passage, the French commander,
M. Daguerre, returned to the town, where he
remained during the whole of the siege. The
French consul, M. Lafitte, remonstrated strongly
against this outrage upon his country’s flag. It
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was reported the Carlist chiefs aughe
complaint : it is certain they affo -H_;-";_'. %
The morning of the 10th was ushered
burst of artillery from San Ma més. w
besiegers eagerly returned. Cloud: P
posted in the houses nearest the conven
the right bank of the river, maintain -J'? '
fire against every embrasure and window,
mists of the morning clearing up, it was &
the besiegers had availed themselves of the
error committed by the queen's engines
had constructed a battery for four pieces
right bank of the river, under some large
whence they battered the river-front of
with impunity, and also enfiladed the flank
battery on the north side of the edifice
mandez, the governor, did his H _
trying circumstances; he quickly ':
flanks of his main-battery from thei ire
& multitude of sand-bags, and tried his ul
to get a gun to bear upon the Jesiege
tery, but without suceess, ,
unremitting: and, after five hours’ -annon
was clear that the cnemy had their work |
when the troops stationed in the copholed
at the head of the covered way, fled, a
instantly seized by the enemy. Their sk
closed, fierce and eager, round the lines
from the opposite side thundered in
a little before twelve some commotion 3 as

-
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among the defenders.* The besiegers hung round
the angle of the ditch; one of the bravest was
seen to leap in and climb an embrasure ; others
followed ; the garrison made little resistance, and
the place was won. At this moment, when only
afew straggling shots were heard, just sufficient to
say that the combat was not quite over, a party of
the besiegers were seen fording the river,t it being
low-water, and the stream not above knee-deep.
These joining their companions who had entered
on the land side, all resistance was at an .end;
and the conquerors, after shooting a lew of the
prisoners, stripped the rest,

That the garrison and inhabitants of Bilhao
might not remain ignorant of what they had in
fact witnessed, Eguia ordered the church bells of
Deusto and Alvia to ring a peal of triumph. With-
out let or hindrance, the former rang their fill ;
but scarcely had the bells of Alvia church began to
clatter, when a shell sent into the belfry, accompa-
nied with a brace of 24-pound shot, silenced both
bells and ringers. This was the same church
which, by San Miguel's strange oversight, a se-
cond time left to the besiegers, cost the inhabitants
of Bilbao so many valuable lives. Contiguous to

* 1t s supposed that Commandant llernandez was wounded
about this time,
1 If my glass did not deceive me, some two or three of the

purty fording the river were wounded by stray shots, from the
southern angle of the convent.
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the church was a large and elegant ed
longing 1o the family of Barraucua ; ﬁ
fire by a chance shell intended for ¢
Alvia, and being full of straw tmt
speedily consumed. -
The works for the defence WEre Carris ;_'
vigour. On the high ground, at t!m
town, between the burying- gfnund
a large battery, locking towards Ahiq
completed. The battery, known as t
Cujas,” at the end of the Arenal, near th
of the Zendeja, was strengthened a.tl.?d
and a strong parapet of sand-bags thro ...
entrance of the Calle Esperanza. At half-p
P. M., on the 11th, firing was heard d
which, we conjectured, proceeded ﬁaﬂm
attacking Bursefia. Such proved to h&
At three p. . the firing ceased ; and directly
the bells of Deusto announced the Carlist vi
It is of no use to deny, that !hﬂﬂﬂ
quests of the besiegers greatly dis,
habitants. They saw strong pmlm
risoned, defended with cannon, ¢aptu
hours; and whether this was due to the p
of the besiegers, or to the poltrc '1‘:
sieged, the alternative was alike d
While the major part of the Carlist forces
the river, to attack Bursefia, the remaind
tioned in Deusto and Alvia, hest:rrmi
with their customary activity, in formi ng 8 DIGE
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of boats across the river at San Mames, This was
not a very difficult undertaking. The general,
San Miguel, unable to appreciate the value of his
previous escape, had again neglected to bring all
the lighters and small craft up to Bilbao, and thus
above fifty large barges, moored under the convent
of 8an Mames, when that place was taken, fell
into the hands of the victors. After dark the
Carlists began to howl, as usual, from their en-
trenchments ; and, among other things, they told
us that the next day they should attack Porta-
galete. This information was not very conso-
latory; for our experience of the past by no
means increased our confidence in the future ;
and, as we were aware that Castor occupied San-
turce, our apprehensions for Portagalete were at
the highest.

The weather, bad enough on the 12th, became
worse on the 13th; and, since the Carlists could
not pass their cannon by water, on account of the
British squadron, nor conduct them by the usual
road, for fear of the fire of the Desierto, they
were compelled to drag them through miry lanes,
with enormous trouble, which even the zeal and
enthusiasm of the peasants could not surmount.
Meanwhile we saw from the heights of Miravilla,
two steamers enter the bay, and disembark troops.
Castor evacuated Santurce, and we conjectured
that their contemplated attack was abandoned ;
for the British flag was flying on the Star Fort of
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Portagalete,* which, as it scemed to mxpir
reinforcement of marines had arrived, ﬂ

apprehension on our part for that place to cea o
Thus far Eguia’s operations had been crgw
with success : five fortified positions, eleven pige
of cannon, with 738 prisoners, had fa’]ﬁm.
hands ; and, except the little fort of the De
from Bilbao to Portagalete, all was his. Iy
hopes of making a surprise, a battalion of =;
apprnm:had cautiously to the Desierto, bu -:
fort was in excellent hands; they were ¢
approach as near as they chose, and .thea
and well-directed fire sent them to the ngh

* Beversl British officers, subsequently to the n@,
the writer, that had the Carlists atiacked Portagalete o ~'_,'-.’;-
ar 12th, in all probability it would have fallen, for * ;' .
vernor nor garrizon ingpired much confidence,” A fier th
forcement arrived, it was no longer practicable. ']]:m?
that the question of an attack on Portagalete was de tedly
lently in the Carlist councils, and finally mm,-mlql_
reasons :—** That, secing that the El:lghall forees w-n'nﬂ
take part, they must expect to lose 500 men ; that the
the capture of Portagalete would certainly draw lh:-wl‘
English squadron; that the town was untenable s
steamers ; and that, in thus attempting this nnha:pme,
incur an almost certain loss of near 1000 men, and 4
barrass their operations against Bilbao to no pu i
woulld eventually have to relinguish the place; wh

onee taken, Portagalete foll as o matter of uunmb,ﬂuﬂﬂﬁ
ships might cither be detained or allowed to ﬂa‘.ﬂui,
might dictate.”
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convinced that this was neither Bursefia nor
Banderas.

On the 15th we observed the enemy very busy
in our neighbourhood. Carts were coming and
going ; troops were moving ; and, by such intel-
ligence as we could procure from the country,
welearned that an attack in earnest might soon
be expected. The enemy’s skirmishers were
glso bolder than usual: flinging themselves mto
the nearest houses, they maintained a lively fire,
which was briskly returned from the town, At
dark the firing ceased; but General San Miguel,
with great judgment, directed the soldiers at the
8an Augustin to fire during the night in the direc-
tion of the Campo Volantin and the ravine of
Uribarri, for he conjectured that the Carlists would
this night be working in their trenches. We
afterwards learned that this prudent measure had
greatly annoyed the besiegers, and cost them
numbers of men, principally labourers taken from
the adjoming villages.

At day-break, on the 16th, we perceived the
besiegers to have thrown up a barricade of casks,
the breadth of the Campo Volantin, in front of the
gate of San Augustin, extending from the extreme
angle of the ruins of the building called the
Estufa, to the ruins of the houses burnt by the
. tnemy, on the 26th of October; the distance of
this barricade, from the Augustin gate, was about
50 vards, and from the battery of the Cujas, about

B B
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220. Captain Morales, of the artil]
to this battery, pointed and fired
rounds at this barricade, none ﬁf
effect; whereupon, thinking (lm'&
he had wasted shot enough, to no p 58,
off. The fire of small arms was ince c
the whole day: we, however, suffere " L :
loss, and, I should eonjecture that
besiegers must, also, have been very tr
soldiers looked one way and fired anot

Carlists fired into the town, or, ﬂ -
. direction. In Alvia, the enemy wem __
ing near the church, apparently co 1 _'
battery, and, in the afternoon, three ‘
were observed reconnoitring the defence
the ruins of the Estufa. They were e

cool and deliberate in their movement ;.

the musquetry from the town m
but, so ill directed, that comparatis
as they were, their risk was tnﬁng
the Carlists ceased firing; the noise ol
ing parties was distinetly heard : Ilﬂf
vious night, the fire of small arms, f
was brisk; and, whether the tmﬂfll
night, or not, it appears from all accoun
their fire was more destructive 't'-==-"-":_i.:_.:'

day.* T4l Eﬂ

b

a2

* Deserters told us, they lost thtu’glﬁ
above fifty wounded.
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Besides . the batteries in the Campo Volantin,
Alvia, and back of San Augustin, which we knew
the besiegers were constructing, there was ano-
ther at the Tejerias, which we suspected to be in
progress, but had no means of ascertaining the
fact. Meantime, before we narrate the attack of
the 17th, it may be as well to describe the works
carried on by the besieged, for their defence.

At the fords of the Achuri, a strong parapet
was thrown up, loopholed throughout, with a six-
pounder on a small raised platform in the centre;
the stone bridge was barricaded, and loopholed, as
also the houses contiguous; in the tower of the
church of San Antonio, a four-pounder was placed ;
the flooring of the chain-bridge was cut, and only
two shifing planks left for a passage; the stone
tower, forming the pier-head, was barricaded in
front, and a twelve-pound carronade placed, which
swept the bridge and opposite bank. Both the
bridges were mined. Cantrips were made, and more
were in progress. Above 70,000 sacks, for earth,
were made and stored in the batteries, ready for
use, In the street of the Zendeja, the party-walls
were all perforated, so that the soldiers could tra-
verse, under cover, the entire street. A foundry
for shot was established, which produced a fair
Supply daily: while, under the skilful conduct of
Captain White, of the artillery, old and disabled
guns were rendered serviceable; carriages were
fepaired, and spare ones made, and above fifty

BR 2
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hands were daily employed in making ca
The distribution of provisions was car on w,
admirable regularity, and, what is not 4
surprising, although there was, as usual, nc
in the military chest, every want was s
the ready zeal and alacrity of the i
Finally, every person, from fifteen to
compelled to take arms; but, in ;uaﬁm
honourable population uf this town, 1 m
that there was no need of cnmpnlmﬁm ep
prevent too young persons from enlisting
came forward readily, and even boys o o
and fourteen might be seen by the w
fathers in the ranks. iy
At dawn, on the 17th, we found the b e
batteries completed in Alvia, the ﬂﬁmpﬂ' Vola
El Chorritoque,* behind San Augustin, in
den of Celiminchu, and their mortar battery
Tejerias. The first, pierced for three g
close to the left side of Alvia church, am‘l
all our line, from the Cujas to the convent of
Augustin.  That of the Campo Volantin, w
embrasures, went straight against the nﬂﬂﬁ
the convent of San Augustin, and the g .
three others, all in the ravine of Uriba t:_'}::_.
three-gun batteries, and their fire was
against the rear of the convent, and the h
Quintana, sweeping the Zendeja, the “
battery of Las Cujas, and the Arenal; a
5 .

* A Pasque word, ﬁignifying:, “4 ook out”

=R
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guns in all these batteries could bear upon Mal-
lona, when required. In the Tejerias was the
mortar battery, which sometimes played from
three, and at others, only from one mortar.

Although it was, clear that the besiegers had
completed their batteries, it was by no means cer-
tain, that their cannon was mounted, for not a
piece could be seen. At eight a. w. not a shot
had been fired, so that most of us conjectured that
the row would not begin until the morrow. How-
ever, we were soon undeceived : the enemy s troops
gathering rather numerously in the houses around
San Augustin, the battery at Mallona began to
put some shells among them. This was enough,—
all suspense was at an end ; the Carlist batteries
spened with a salvo which shook the town, and as
the batteries of the besieged were not slow in re-
plying, the cannonade became general. It was
soon seen that the convent was the point of at-
tack ; assailed by such heavy ordnance, in front,
flank, and vear, the old edifice crumbled under
the shock, and the yawning walls soon gave proofs
of the severity of the contest. The gate went to
pieces, and so did the houses opposite, in the
Zendeja; but the lower barricade, of six tiers of
casks, filled with earth, held firm and defied all
their efforts. On the side of the town, the guns
were neither idle nor badly served.

The enemy's batteries of Uribarri and the
Campo Volantin, began to slacken their fire, and
by one o'clock they were silenced, as was also
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that of the Chorritoque; but the Aly
fired continually. At half-past twu,r
piece of the convent wall having m
the bags behind, the Carlists, mﬁu h
leaped from their trenches, and j
breach ; but the defenders were riﬁl'. I
they ﬂtﬂﬂd boldly up, received the a
& close and heavy fire, which soon
Again and again urged on by their ¢
made a wild rush at the breach, but n
but defeat. The shouts of the Christinos
loud and cheerful ; and when the reserve
panies of the nationals and Cuenca ez
nto the convent, the Colonel, Ilurm:fﬁ' T
told them, with thanks, * that his men oul g
good the convent, alone, against all the en
efforts.” The supporting companies _ ,
Colonel Duran kept his word : althou -ff_- 1
ment lost, in this day’s combat, 107 n
and wounded. At six, . M., all was qui
sides appearing to be glad to rest. The e
of defence, struck with the extraordinars ;,f..,-;_._
displayed by Colonel Duran and his _
defending San Augustin, sent him ,_ _.
thanks, with a pecuniary gratification ,
extra ration of wine to his Bnidm‘s* th
and politic conduet had an immediate gt
and, in the sequel, a better. Dur!&gﬁ e as
the soldiers of Trujillo, having had th -
uhnt away, hoisted the hi-tclr ﬂq
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penceforth never taken down, but contibued to
fioat over the town until the day of her deliverance.
In the action of this day the captain of the 2nd
gompany of the nationals was killed,* and this
gallant corps suffered a heavier loss than any
 regiment of the garrison, except that of Trujillo.
The quietude of the besiegers was but of short
duration ; about eight, ».3., they opened a brisk
fire of musquetry along the front of San Augnstin,
and from the opposite bank of the river; this was
as briskly replied to by the garrison ; but, in all
probability, ¢aused more annoyance than loss to
cach party. Within the convent walls, Duran and
his brave followers, though half suffocated with
dust and smoke, and worn down with fatigue, still
worked on, repairing the breaches, and strengthen-
ing the yielding walls with sand-bags, casks, and
stout beams : two companies were sent to assist
i the labour. Mallona, and the Cujas battery,
had suffered a good deal, and workmen were also
busy there, in repairing the defences. This night
a second line was begun, extending from the left
comer of the Zendeja to the house of Quintana, to
serve as a defence, in the event of the convent
of San Augustin being taken by the besiegers.
Throughout the street of the Zendeja the houses

 * D, Francisco Amezoga: he had just observed, © What o
glorions day to die!"—and directly afterwards said, in a low
oiee, % Dulos et decoram est pro patria mori.” Ten minutes after
he was ne more.
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bore witness to the severity of the ¢
the two corner houses of thairmal,
the battery of the Cujus, large solid e
stone walls two feet thick, were so ter
with shot, that they were deemed v
a.ccurdmgly, workmen were sent i'.a
down. .-'a-p |
The morning of the 18th was r-.-ru--,,_-’;'_"'-:'
heavy squalls of wind and rain. It was t
parent that the besiegers had
battery, to the right of Alvia chuﬂ:h,
they had constructed another in the
lantin, extending from the lower end gf-_
to the water side. At a quarter past eigl .'jf -
these two batteries, and that of the Chorrif
opened their fire against the old mmfunﬁ
Cujas battery ; while their mortar-bal
Tivoli, threw shells as usual. This lh}“
siegers were very unfortunate ; the guns fi
theatre and Cujas batteries ﬁred ricochet sl
accurately, that the Alvia battery was -7"':'
and silenced, within an hour; by eleven, th
capital practice had silenced all the b
guns; their mortars, as usual, wntmuad
‘to which we could make no return ; ﬁ;ﬂ#
rather a better mark to throw shells iﬂﬂb
small plot of ground some four yards sque
the shells from the town did some damage ;
ticular, setting fire to the house of ﬂ-rs
closc to the besiegers’ battery of that name, am

-f‘ :

e
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where they had their expense magazine. A
xw. wind favoured the flames, and frustrated all

gttempts of the enemy o extinguish them. The
rest of the day, and the following night, passed over
pretty quiet, the customary fire of small-arms
i being kept up by both parties.

The 19th, being the birth-day of Queen Isabel,
the band of the 4th light infantry treated the be-
siegers to some choice musie, which they ill:
gaturedly returned with volleys of musquetry.
The town next complimented them with a salute
of twenty-one shotted guans, and they replied with
twenty-one thirteen-inch shells. At noon and
night equal salutes of twenty-one guns were ex-
changed, little to our advantage, for the shells did

" more damage than usual. The garrison received
a gratification of three days' pay, and double
ftions. In the afterncon the national guard
hoisted upon the battery at the Cujas the black
flag; a black grave-stone was also erected, with
this inscription, Baleria dela Muerte ; or, Battery
of Death. Beneath the usual figures of death’s
head and cross-bones was the motto, Non plus
altra. 'The night, like the day, was stormy ; and
asentinel on the Morro fort was killed by lightning.

Neither on the 20th nor 21st did the guns of
the besiegers firc upon the town; those of the be-
sieged were also nearly silent ; but the fire of small-
arms, as usual, was maintained with spirit. A
deserter coming over, informed us that Villareal,
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with the covering army, consisting of
lions, was at Sodupé, and that Em
siege with nine, of which only seven were a
on service before the town. Thaﬂh&
ture that Espartero, with his army, was app
ing; and that Eguia had dnta.nhad
to aid his coadjutor, and this we supposes
the secret of his inactivity. From Miras
steamers were scen to enter the bay, an&
soldiers; which gave rise to an I.'I-P‘.Ill]ﬁll. i |
tero, despairing of forcing his way throl 1 -
strong country, was bringing his army re : ;
29d of November.—For their s i::‘-:--'f'?';"
two previous days the besiegers now mads
amends. As soon as the fog cleared a 1 itt tle.
we beheld a new battery in Alvia, tlm :
Campo Volantin and that of the Chort
completely repaired and armed. At eleve
they all began to play upon the convel
batteries adjacent; including the mol
howitzers, the besiegers had twema_w
action. The batteries of Mallona,
Cujas, and the theatre, being now in gooﬂ,
answered with a vigour which could n
passed. The fog, dense previously to the i
was soon rendered more so by such a o
nonade. The enemy's batteries being u
guishable, the flashes of their guns mm_
the pointing of the garrison artille ‘men.
furious cannonade was supported by thre
lions extended along the line, who m" ;
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icessant fire of musquetry which fell like hail.
Despite the admirable and rapid manner in which
the guns of the town were served, the Carlist fire
was unremitting, and terribly did the old convent
feel the effects; the sacristy, part of the roof, and
a considerable part of the church coming down,
purying in the ruins many of its brave defenders.
This was the signal for the assault; on rushed the
gssailants with immense uproar, and it is said that
the bayonets crossed amid the ruins. However,
Duran and his brave followers were not to be

‘beaten easily; they stood firm and repulsed the

enemy, who tried his fortune three times more,
with no better success, At half-past two the

~ outer angle of the convent coming down, caused

confusion among the defenders, which the enemy
seeing, they charged into the breach with such
fary that they entered and drove the Christinos
into the body of the convent, Here the latter
rallied, and joined by a company of pationals,
charged the foe so determinedly, that half the
storming party perished there ; the rest fled, but,
rallying quickly behind some ruins about fifteen
yards from the breach, they there clung and
defied all attempts to expel them.* As this last

* About half-past four e.w. four gemtlemen of the national
gusrd went round to San Augustin,d and seeing that the soldiers,
weary and ' exhausted, fired but badly at the besiegers, who
becupied a small parapet close to the breach, they placed them-
selves at the loopholes, and speedily shewed the difference be-
tween careful aim and fiving at random, and being all goed shots,
they pinked every man that shewed himself. This the Carlists
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attack looked serious, General San Mj
up to the Arenal in readiness a ﬂﬂlﬂnm
consisting of three companies of natio ’I ;
two of Compostela and one of Tnm
adesertercame over, who, according to
count, was a Bavarian, had helnngadﬁ
Legion, and being taken prisoner at
was offered the alternative of he;ugshui
the Carlists. e stated that Egu:am
had a force of twenty-four
radius of four leagues—that the furew
was 390 strong at the commencemen
siege, and was now barely 200 ; that hi
bad lost in this day’s action fuurt&m .
that the Carlist artillerymen and the 5tk h b
of Biscay bad suffered exceedingly, 8 1hset
events proved the truth of this man's .‘--’?';_'}_.':
This night the enemy were unusually silent,.
ceasing their accustomed howls. * i
The 23d was a day of rest; the t slegers
quiet; abundance of stores were observ
arrive in their camp, and numbers of wou

f"'

did mot Like at all, and after mm&EeﬂualHtmgglq
minutes, they abandoned their parpet, to which
roturned. :

* The Dasque howl or whoop, mﬂuﬂﬂﬂ 4
of & horse, then changes to a wolf's howl, and finally tar
with a shake like the expiring notes of a ja b
sldition to this warlike accomplishment, ﬂtﬂ? :
themselves with muking sundry antics and gr *.%
inimitable ; mmh,thntanqu:,ﬂaahﬁfmm% -
would die of despair at being able 4o excel or even equ

I
f
L
i



THE STEGES OF BILBAO. 481

were seen to be conveyed in carts up the mountain.
Notwithstanding the incessant rain, the garrison
were active in repairing the old convent, so that
it should stand another battering. In the after-
goon the enemy threw about twenty shells into
the lines without causing the least damage; the
town batteries fired occasionally. During the
pight two deserters came oOver, who confirmed
what the Bavarian had said :—they added that
Eguia had declared his determination that he
would make himself master of the town, or his
army should perish before the place. They also
told us that the attack was to recommence on the
25th, and so it proved. On Miravilla the look-
out discovered this day seven flags flying on the
Star Fort; none knew what this signified, but
most entertained the idea that it denoted that
seven battalions had arrived.®

The weather was finer on the 24th, and the
works of defence went steadily forward. The
besiegers” working parties were seen very busy in
their batteries; the guns from the town fired
grape and shells at intervals, which induced
Eguia to throw out a line of skirmishers, who
kept up a biting fire that caused us numerous
casualiies. After dusk the fire ceased on both
sides, and the combatants began to abuse each
other; the Carlists howled louder than ever, and

* We were subsequently informed by Captain Lapidge, R.N.
that these seven flags wern hoisted solely to atiract attention, with
& ¥iew to open & telegraphic commuunication with tho town.
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told us they would surely * Sarve us oyps
day. In the night two additional uns
taken up to Mallona and mounted ;.
gun, a twelve-pounder, in the inner lir e of i
Zendeja.  About midnight the
the Campo Volantin fired a few ros
drew down a heavy fire from
speedily silenced them. The nemy’s m
batteries then opened their fire, so that -
little intermission all night. R
At daybreak on the 25th it was ob
the besicgers had constructed a fresh batier
Alvia to the west of the last. At he {-past
they opened a heavy fire from this sattery
from those of Eznazarraga and the Campo
lantin, The convent, as usual, was the L
of attack, but this day the besiegers '-'F;_'i"___
unlucky than ever: their guns, badly pc
scarcely any harm, while those of the
mounted their pieces and disabled heir gu
with terrible rapidity. Five officers were
carried off wounded, two others were killed ¢
to San Augustin, and another in Alvia was car
off on a mattress with white sheets ; in shor
superiority of the fire of the besieged was I
more manifest than on this day. The lo
Christinos was very trifling, not exceeding tw
amongst them, however, perished a -

-y I.l.-d_..
UL E B
Bk =

* About the nearcst version T can give
['ression. :
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man of good family, Don Jose Villabaso. By
. palf-past three the enemy’s guns were silenced,
and as he had kept back his skirmishers when
{he cannonade ceased, all was quiet. This night
g deserter came over, who stated that Eguia had
gent two pieces of cannon and 800 men to Axpt,
to oppose the march of the queen’s army; this
man’s story was, apparently, confirmed by the
yeport received from Miravilla, that heavy firing
had been heard down the river.

The 26th passed away quietly; the Carlists
were busy repairing their batteries, and bringing
fresh supplies of shot and ammunition into their
park. They had long since completed their
bridee of boats opposite the convent of San
Mamés, which was still perfect, despite the vio-
lent freshes in the river, thus bearing testimony to
the abilities of their engineers. As if to give us an
earnest of their determination to take the place at
all hazards, it was now clearly seen from Mira-
villa, that the besiegers had stockaded® the river
above the bridge; and, not content with this, they
alterwards completed another stockade a few
yards below the first, thus effectually barring the
channe] of the river.

% These stookades wern very ereditable performances; strong,
and subwtantially composed of trees, eightecn or twenty feet in
lngth, and from twelve to fiftean inches diameter, dniven one-
third of their length into the bed of the river, which is herc
about 100 yards wide.
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The besiegers were also at work tl
a rising ground, opposite the euﬂwﬂt
cepeion, and their guerillas occupied the co
of Santa Clara. As this indicated tu‘-m
the convent of the Concepcion, Wm
fessedly the weakest part of the line, a wo
party was sent into the convent, to s =--u:
garden wall, which served for its outer T
with a breast-work ; at the same hma,,_
inch howitzer was brought into the cavalier,
back of the- Cirous, and shells were thionl
good effect, into the convent of Santa
causing the enemy to decamp. One of the
unfortunately fell short, and, explodin,
court-yard of the Concepeion convent, dest
four soldiers of Compostela. Large bodi
troops were this day observed g
Baracaldo, and, at night, we beheld the co
of Burseha in flames, a sure sign that‘lh& g
had abandoned it. We also heard a
nineteen guns, fired from H.M.S. ngd ve, W
indicated that the general commanding I
lieving army had arrived ; but who "
whether Evans, Espartero, or any other chie
of course, were ignorant. All this, aﬂiiﬂd
bold and assured manner in which the colum
came ou, and their apparent numbers, ca '
every one the liveliest satisfaction. Consei
that they had done their duty, the heﬂmgﬁji )
dently annmpated on the morrow, a gloro
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triumph for the queen’s cause, and a ruinous de-
feat for the Carlists. Never was there a more
bitter disappointment.

Nov. 27.—No one, this morning, contemplated
the Carlist batteries firing, it being taken for
granted that the proximity of the relieving army
would sufficiently engage their attention. Al
surmises on this head were, however, soon dissi-
pated, by the fact of the besiegers’ batteries open-
ing, at day-break, with a furious cannonade, which
the garrison returned with spirit; but, towards
noon, the besiegers’ fire slackened, having occa-
sioned us little damage, for, as on preceding days,
their guns iere badly served. Meantime, the
noise of an engagement, near Castrojana, was dis-
tinctly audible at Miravilla, and the boldness of
the Carlists, in thus elinging to the siege, when
the advanced columns of the army were actually
endeavouring to force their lines, sarprised us all.
Even General 8an Miguel himself considered that
this was merely to attract the attention of the
garrison, so that no sortie might be attempted ;
and this opinion was farther strengthened by the
fact, that the enemy’s skirmishers were silent.
Indeed, every one was so confident, that the be-
siegers’ slowly recurring fire was unheeded ; all
attention was paid to the engagement at Castrojana,
and the colonel of the regiment of Trujillo had.
allowed many of his officers to ahsent themselves
for a short time. Imagine the amazement of the

¢ C
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town, when, at two r.m,, hhmd
the convent of San Augustin, and, sq
thence rushed a erowd nfﬂ'lghtann& iers,
out, ““ The enemy has entered|” " 7 )
cry flew like wildfire through th&
confusion consequent thereon e:
it being Suuday', and the waalhmr
males were in the streets, as ahﬂ
soldiers off duty,* whose fears
danger, increased the clamour, aml fﬂ
no order could be restored ; the tlm
by the assistance of strong patroles, w
quelled.

General San Mlgual with all heh
the * Batcria de la Muerte” when the
gan, and instantly hurried to the. sce '
where they united with Colonel Duran,
deavouring to rally and reform m
Trujillo, but all in vain. The s
clubbed, and no better than a d
nor did all their officers behave, on
as their previous conduct led us to e
town wounld now have been lost, h!li
lant and watchful colonel of the
Antonio Arana, while he held the Carlistsi
with a few brave men, sent his lﬂj

* These were chiefly servants, and other n
thongh bomne on the strength of the regﬂnalfh, ﬂﬁ
pmﬂm,m'-mmuntuallmmws, prevails to a most i
in the Bpanish.
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up three companies of nationals, the eazadores,
and the battalion of Compostela. !

It appears that some Carlist guerillas, availing
themselves of the shelter afforded by the heaps of
ruins which the incessant cannonade had occa-
gioned at the foot of the outer wall of the convent,
had gained, unseen, a small passage which led to
the sacristy, and thence to the church, and upper
part of the cloisters. The garrison surprised,
were thrown into confusion, and made very little
defence ; about seventy were cut off, and made
prisoners, but the fate of one artilleryman deserves
notice. Alone, he defended himself at his post,
by throwing hand-grenades at the foe, until his
stock (seventeen) was exhausted ; he then rushed
out upon the swarm of besiegers, fought his way
through to a window, from which he leaped, and
was taken up and brought in by the cazadores.
This heroic soldier had received twenty-two wounds
from ball and bayonet, and yet he finally recovered,
though he remained a eripple for life.

Meantime, the Carlists (now fully established
in the convent, and adjoining house of Menchaca,)
galled the inmer line with an increasing fire of
small-arms, which told with ternble effect upon
the confused masses of men who thronged the
narrow street of the Zendeja. Irritated, beyond
measure, at the loss they were sustaining, part of
the lst, 5th, and 6th companies of the national

cc2
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guard, led by Brigadier Araoz, 3
Duran, rushed into the convent. Fﬂh 'i '
strife hung evenly balanced ; but the e
position of the Carlists, who, from the ;
galleries, fired with fatal precision, compelled
assailants to retreat, after losing severe
those who Jaid down their lives here, for the
of their native town, were D, Jose Gis
Leonardo Allende Salazar, the hat
brother of that distinguished family ; and D
dido Pedrorena, of whom it may mﬂh
said, that none fell during the siege more regr
After this repulse of the nationals, ity
of the Carlists to have pushed ha on,
carried the inner line; but they paus ':.
and drew back ; thus losing the fi
ever offered to their arms. 1 N
Nor was the attack of the
unsuccessful, entirely useless : for du .- -
the assailants were thus held jn
~ degree of order was established, and ﬂn
arrived.  The enemy, however, was
more numerous, and their incessant ﬁm
arms had already struck down Gﬂnaﬁi |
Brigadier Araoz, the second in comm
garrison, Colonel Cotoner, th&sﬁﬂc‘nﬂ

* The body of D, Lmﬂ;dﬂ?ﬂdﬂ}mmhﬂmﬂ r
fatal convent, by his friend, D. Jose Jane, by ¥
perished ; and, at night-fall, his remaing were b
cemetery of Bogofia,
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of the artillery, and mest of the staff. Nor could the
Carlists have escaped much better; for the line of
the Zendeja, now well manned, keptupa heavy and
well-directed fire upon every door and window of
the edifice, San Augustin,® while every gun that
could be made to bear upon the building, flung
jnto it & stream .of shells and shot. Elated with
his success, Eguia sent reinforcement upon re-
inforcement, and the combat went on with deaf-
ening uproar; but Arechavala, who had now
taken the command, seeing the obstinacy of the
enemy, and aware of the fatal results of leaving
the besicgers in possession of this important po-
sition, after consulting with Arana and Ozores,
determined on setting fire to the building, an
arduous undertaking, seeing that the enemy were

* Ahout three in the afternoon, in the heat of the conflict
at Ban Augustin, » huge thirteen-inch shell fell throngh the roof
mty the chapel of the nuns’ convent of San Merced, In the Espe-
migs street, where at the time were twelve orphans from tha
- Workhonse, and about as many workmen, with a sergeant of
atillery, all employed in making cartridges.  Fifteen barrels of
gunpowder were on the floor, most of them open.  OF eourse, all
mn for safety, exespt one olid and another lame man, who remained,
terror siricken. ‘The shell exploded, and for some time none dure
tnter, all aniicipating a second explosion, until Captain P. White

the way, and seizing o barrel, to animate his men, carried it
to tho strect.  He found nobody hurt, amd the powder as hefore.
In another part of the building, a poor girl, a nun, while praying
o0 her knees, was struck by a fragment of a shell or brick, which
Eintured the little window, and vaused her severe contusions,
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in full possession. It was neve ﬁ
into complete effect, with equal conrage and
fortune. Soon after four, two comp: "*F
cazadores of Isabel II., mampi,
tionals, and one of Compmuh.
torches, straw, and various combustibl
attacked and entered the church. / --1_1:'__
Carlists fought with singular courage, but:
time their efforts were vain: they ;
from the church, after a severe contest; piles
combustibles, heaped beneath the high altar,
kindled in an instant. Retreating to
the besiegers tried their ntmost to imped
progress of the queenites, but these gave ther
respite ; they spread the flames over the wh
the convent, and the most dﬁﬂpﬁrﬁa-tﬁ -"I':.-' |
blinded by the smoke, or scorched by the ed
ames, fell down into the burning mass,
was at eight o'clock blazing like a volcano
by its lurid light, the rival camps Emi
river were as distinct as day. Althou H
siegers now beheld the lnng—dmpumi e
flames, they had small grounds for ":f._'
taken by surprise, it was re-taken by m
‘and its destruction by the besieged the
denoted the vigour of their d&&mﬂ.
Eguia clearly to understand that thousa _._~
army must perish, ere he was master b
so dearly coveted. The loss of the besieg "',:':7. .
this hard-fought day was nearly thm
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including prisoners ; that of the assailants, in all
probability, was equal, if not more considerable.®

Now that this long-disputed convent of San
Augustin was lost to the besieged, the palace of
Quintana, and the inner line at the head of the
Zendeja, acquired additional importance. These
defences were much strengthened during the
night, and double rows of cantrips placed in front
of the parapet. An excellent covered way was
also completed, in this and following nights,
between Mallona and the battery of the Zendeja.
Strong supports were kept in readiness ; the
guards doubled at the Zendeja, and four com-
panies stationed in the Achuri, to watch the fords,
which, as the river was now very low, excited much
apprehension. After the convent was thoroughly
in flames, the town-batteries ceased firing, and,
except an occasional discharge of small-arms,
hostilities ceased during the night.

* The following ancodote indicates a degree of cool courage,
seldom surpassed. When the sttempt to burn the convent was
made, the first liswtonant of the Gth company of the nationals,
Don Luciano de Celaya, bearing a lighted torch in one hand, and
a bundle of straw in the other, went alone to the door of the
house of Menchaca, intending to set it on fire. Scarcely had he
veached the door, when it was snddenly flung open, and eight or
ten Carlists appeared ; amazed ot seeing him, they hesitated ;
Celaya, however, nothing daunted, flung down his heap of straw,
waved his torch, and eried out, © Nacionales a' ellos,” (at 'em
nationnls,) The enemy fled, anil Celaya alone thus recaptured
the house, to which he instantly set fire,
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. ~The events of the day preceding, s ;
their consequences, had gausﬂd ﬂiiﬁ*" '
tht: anxiety to repel the gnamy g
However, those who did reflect,
of consolation from Espartamn eﬂd
day-break, the Carlist batteries thun
furiously upon Mallona and the =-...-‘ nce
Zendeja, while their shells fell fast a
the town, causing more damaga
Fortunately for the besieged, the ho
tana was so low, that the enemy’s g
‘be sufficiently depressed to act @
fectually, and the defences of Mallam
Atheir utmost efforts : such was not tk
the houses in the rear of the line Bf
which were so ruined by the.enﬂmﬁﬁ‘
that the troops were obliged to
At half-past two in the afternoon, the fifi
both sides was suspended for the following €
among the ruins, on the near side uf
a white flag was scen displayed uni |
murings were heard amongst the besieged
was a trick, and cries that it should not
ceived. A Carlist trumpeter, how
forward with a letter, delivered it ﬁ-
of Torre Mexia,* who then comma
Zendeja; the bearer was told to be d
instant he disappeared behind the conves
* Colonel of the regiment of Cuncay



THE SIEGES OF UILBAO. 393

fifing re-commenced. The letter was & summons
from Eguia to surrender the town, to which no
apswer was given.®

. goon after General San Miguel was carried
off to the hospital, he directed the book of signals
swhich he had in his possession to be sent to the
committee of defence. Hitherto no use had been
made of the signals, for the telegraph established
at Mallona could not be worked, 1n consequence
of the activity of the besicgers’ marksmen, nor was
the general willing to ercct it on Miravilla, lest
the attention of the enemy should be attracted to
that weak point. These considerations had, how-
gver, no weight with the junta, who directly gave
orders to fix the telegraph within the fort of Mira-
villa, which was accordingly done. At one P, M.,
to the great joy of all, the junta received an

% This was the firet tie that the Carlist generals had thought
B o summen the town.  The contents of the letter were 43
fobiows:—

, “To the Commandant of the enemy’s Troops Bilbao,—A
Honoursble capitulation, made in time, may save the town anid
its parvison from a catastrophe. Firing snd plundering, with all
thie Yorrore attendant on o place talen by storm, (without my
being able to aveid it,) are the nsks which you, sir, will incur, if,
exeeeding the bounds of your duty, (to the present honourably
fulfilled,) you cblige me to reduce the Lown by main foree, ns I
fisve done with the convent of San Augustin. The Lord pre-
BErVe you many years.

w'he Lipor-Giex, Coxpe pE Cass Eevid.

“ Head-quarters in Olaviaga, 286k Nor. 1836."
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answer from Portagalete,
north, 15,000 strong, was at hand, letermine
lieve Bilbao;" and, on the day following
demand for assistance, the
" Let Bilbao continue her defence ; suceour isy
hand,” Thenceforth our commz licatio
relieving army, though brief and limited,
certain, and we were independent of spies
was observed, that when the fact of intelli
being obtained by the telegraph was put b _
a doubt, General Sap Miguel was as
any other person to keep it employed.
Impelled by a strong south wind, 1‘
spread with such fury that the enti 2 cony
chureh, cloisters, and houses nearest to |
Augustin were involved in one fierce confl
tion. The besiegers, convineed ﬂ,
efforts to extinguish the fames were useless,
that some days must elapse ere the r :

be sufficiently cool to allow the prose
their works in that direction, now turned th
attention to the convent of the Coneepeio
large building situated at an angle of the riv
the left bank, where the road to Bal maceda let
the town. In the afternoon of the
Carlist officers were seen
was suspected they were marking out a | "
which proved to be the case, for on the mol
W
* Que Bilbav continyé defendiendose prouto serd socor

&
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of the 29th it was observed that the besiegers had
constructed a sunk battery for two guns, near the
house of Ruete, about 150 yards in the rear of the
convent of Santa Clara, and at ten a.m. this bat-
tery opened a fire from one twenty-four and one
twelve-pounder, against the Concepcion. None
of the guns in the town batteries could bear upon
this, except the light four-pounder in the tower
of San Francisco, and the mortar from Miravilla
and Mallona ; but neither their fire nor that of the
infantry lining the nearest houses, caused any
interruption  to the besiegers, who continued
steadily to pound the old building until a huge
breach was made at the gate, and another near a
loopholed house. Both being practicable, at four
p, M. the enemy attempted an assault, at the
breach near the gate. For 100 yards in front, the
land was a dead flat, unbroken by tree or shrub;
the besiegers had need, therefore, for all their
valour when marching to such an exposed attack,
but they could not even reach the wall, for the
front fire from the convent, and the flanking fire
from the loopholed house did such execution
among the assailants that, after two attempts,
they retired with a loss of upwards of 200 men;* —
a deserter, who came over that night, stated the

* Between thirty and forty bodies were soen the next MO
i the field which the assailants erossed, when proceeding to the
aftack, and seventy-two musquete were picked up by the troops
of the garrizon.
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number at 250, At dark all was quiet, gy
tinued so throughout the night, except .
Augustin, where the advanced posts ¥ Fh _'
constant fire of small-arms, = 140

The troops stationed in the oncepeion
day of the assault,
infantry, 100 of Compostela, 100 of Cyene: _
of Laredo, and a few sappers employed o
works of defence; the commandant w;
colonel of the 4th, Don Manuel Saliquet,
was a brilliant defence and inflicted a sever
upon the cnemy, .ﬁt the same time 1l ‘ _
his pride, increased the hopes of ‘the town,
caused the besiegers to work hence forth
reduced energy, and Jess system than before

The morning of the 30th was
torrents of rain, but the besiegers continued
attack against the Concepcion with no su

beyond injuring the building, +
few casualtics to (he garrison, The
batteries at Alvia and Eanarrizaga directed
fire upon Mallona, but they were soon silence
two of their pleces being quickly ::
The telegraphic despatch of this day was ra
enlivening ; it was to the cifeet that "F
of the north will this day occupy Algorta
Axpé, and thence march upon Asua, to-mor
by Archanda to Bilbao,” ring was h
i the direction of Portagalete, and the Chri
army was scen retiring in heavy columns upt
Cestao, thereby giving us clearly to under
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that General Espartero had found out, what we
all along anticipated, that the Carlist position on
the Cadagua was too strong for him to attempt to
force it, and that the true plan of relieving the town
was by an attack on the east bank of the river.*
The besiegers were very active to-day; large
bodies of troops were in continual movement;
some guns were taken from their park at Olaviaga
and sent up the heights, while numerous workmen
were seen labouring upon Archanda, apparently
constructing batteries; fresh troops crossed over by
their bridge of boats to the right bank of the river,
nor did they neglect their works around the town.
The heavy rains having extinguished the exhausted
flames at San Augustin, a large body of the enemy
entered the ruins by the covered way which they
had constructed from the Tejerias to the north-
east angle of the building; a party of cazadores
hung about the porch, and defied all the efforts of
the enemy until dark, when they were withdrawn,
and the besiegers left in undisputed possession.
At two in the morning the new tenants, thinking
to find the town guards unprepared, stole up to

*In 1835 the Christino army attempied to relieve Bilbao hy
forcing the Carlist position at Castrojana ; they failed, as might.
be expected.  Indeed, weo were all perfectly astonished at Espar-
tero attempting to come by the way of Castrojana, aware, as he
of course was, of its amazing strength; it may secm possing
strange, bui it is nevertheless true, that the only reasom any
pursom, either civil or military, could assign, was, that he always
marched by that road! What a sublime idea this conveys of the
general |



398 PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

the parapets, but they were seen ¢
once driven back under a hai‘vrﬂrﬁ
no farther attempt, but all night W
brisk fire of small-arms, while wiﬁiu
they cclebrated their triumph mﬁ
shouting, and the braying of a score of d
horns. Howbeit, the besiegers, in
rather overdid the thing, for such a @
din led the officer of the nearest gnaﬂh
the enemy were breaking ground fora 1
s0 it proved.
The rain continued falling all mglit,
morning of the 1st of December ﬂlﬂ_@
batteries were silent, nor did they contin
attack against the Concepcion, as was expects
on the contrary, it was observed that he
had retired their guns from before it. The €
general continued making his dispositions
meeting the queen’s army; several guns
taken from before the tmirnuptuthﬁr
where were stationed two squadrons oi’
and several battalions. A considerable b ody
troops was also seen to descend tos
valley of Asua: all these movements clearly
cating that Eguia, firm in his intention not 16
the sicge, had determined to fight m‘ 08
The fort of Banderas, with its a.&janmt
and the river of Luchana, defended |
strong redoubts, upon the heights at ﬂm
Viento and Santo Domingo, protected hi
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in case of need, or should any sortie from the
garrison shut off that road, he had still two bridges.
defended by a fortified convent, to retire upon.

In the afternoon, 3 message was sent from
Miravilla, to the effect that the columns of the
queen’s army were crossing the river at Portaga-
lete, and after forming on the sands, were march-
ing in the direction of Asua and Axpé; the inha-
bitants were now satisfied that General Espartero
had adopted the most feasible mode of relieving
the town, and indulged the hope that the morrow
would terminate their sufferings and anxieties.

On the morning of the 2d it was perceived that
the besiegers had constructed a strong barricade
of casks in the porch of the church, when the
guns from the Arenal and Mallona instantly
opencd a heavy fire, so well directed, that in two
hours the barricade disappeared. They next
hammered away at the tower and side walls of
the convent; but these, though caleined with
three days’ burning, defied their endeavours.
Oceasionally large fragments came down, and the
splinters from the shot and shells must have
caused serious loss to the besiegers, for numbers
of wounded were seen carried off by the covered
way. On the side of the besieged, the casualties
were also numerous; there was no passing along
the Zendeja, so deadly was the enemy'’s fire. In
the course of the day, General Espartero enquired
if the enemy still continued the siege, which was
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answered in the affirmative, Latsnmn
noon another despatch was mmmd;.
that the general would be in Bilbao * 5
This was rather doubtful ; huwaver, m-,
the best. 2t
Early on the 3rd, the te]egmph
advance of the army; at half-pulmm
firing was heard in the direction of 2
siegers retired their last artillery fmm-
town, and were seen hurrying up th
Banderas ; their whole line seemed in movem
mdlcatmg an action of importance.
tations thus raised, the inhabitants and gai
were surprised to-learn, by the telegraph,:
the army would soon receive a reinforcemen
5000 men, and exhorting the town to defend d i
as hitherto, for succour was close at hand.”
messages, by making manifest the irresolutior
the queen’s general, although far from | '__
dejection, did certainly excite little
among the inhabitants, Both this Itﬂd‘
lowing day passed away very qmeﬂjq
were no signs of war around our long be
town, except at the San Augustin, W
hostile parties, not ten yards apart, ¢
galled each other with their muaqnﬁr!ﬂa
also, where the Carlist batteries, on th
of Archanda, threw shells, .occasionall B
columns of Espartero. But this forced ' :
sion of hostilities, by the hesiegers, was fi
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the utmost account by the garrison: at the Con-
cepeion, the breaches were now thoroughly re-
paired, a deep ditch was dug along the west front
of the building, a battery, armed with a twelve-
pounder, was completed by the 5th, and the loop-
holed house was farther strengthened ; the road
between the Concepcion and San Francisco, was
rendered impassable, by a succession of deep cuts
and strong barriers, and all the houses contiguous
were loopholed on the side nearest the enemy.
It has been before mentioned, that the chain-
bridge was cut, only two shifting planks being
left; the plan was to dispute the left bank, house
by house, and burn what was no longer tenable.
On the side of San Augustin, equal activity pre-
vailled : Mallona now presented a formidable ap-
pearance ; from the battery down to that of the
Zendeja, the ground is intersected by a number
of solid stone garden walls, forming a position of
amazing strength; all the houses in the Zendeja,
up to No. 6, were gutted, and combustibles placed
therein, so that in the event of the enemy foreing
the second line, they might easily be fired. Nos. 5,
and 6, were pulled down to prevent the flames
spreading to the street of the Esperanza and the
houses in the Arenal; at this point, also, the line
of defence from Mallona intersected the street.
By the telegraph we had several communi-
cations from Portagalete. It was inquired, from
the town, if Lord John Hay had arrived in the
D I
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river, and answered in the nﬂglhﬂ
of the generals commanding, were ne:
the reply was, Espartero, Oraa, H T, an
rondelet. On visiting the artillﬁry bt
I found that eight pieces had beendi h
the siege; that the foundry ‘prm:lumd .
pound balls very slowly, and that ~
gunpowder was getting very low,
stance of the commandant of artillery, !
thirteen-inch mortar, which had been, during al

siege, at Larrinaga, where it was of no use

ever, was now moved to Mallona, where |
good service. Word was also sent
villa, that a large brig, followed bf
of small craft, had entered the river,
conjectured, that General - Eﬂpam
throwing a bridge across the Nervion, bel f-.
Desierto.

Early on the morning of the 5th,
was heard in the direction of Asua; be
and ten a. . it became very brisk, tmi
seemed to announce a general action.
a telegraphic despatch advised thitﬂ 3 e
had abandoned Luchana. The Carlist arm
in position on the heights; below the wi
saw two battalions drawn up, and m” runs
sition. To the eastward the country is op
for cavahlry, of which arm it mm
had a sufficient foree; personsconversant, | _
with the localities, concluded tha:tﬂ!ﬁ-

L
"

l_
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neral would turn the enemy’s position by the bridge
of Derio, at the head of the valley of Asua, whence
a fine road led to the height of Santo Domingo,
directly above the town. Nothing of the sort
seems to have been attempted by Espartero:
while General San Miguel, after the firing had
all ceased, sent out a small column of about 400
men, with what object, it was difficult to say:
indeed it is impossible to assign a motive, every
thing being quiet; and if such had not been the
case, what could 400 men have done at any time?
Cause a diversion? Hardly that, for the garrison
still counted 6,000 effectives, and half that num-
ber should have marched, the instant the firing
was heard: such a force, even if not victorious,
would at least have kept in check a large body of
the enemy, and unsettled his line throughout.
However, the general thought differently, so out
marched these 400, and were speedily engaged with
the Carlists; a furious fire was kept up by both
parties, from houses, ditches, and behind walls, as
customary. After some time the enemy, tired of
this, sent about half a company to dislodge the
Christinos from a house, and were received with
a heavy volley, which felled about a dozen. They
all instantly fled, and the Carlists gave ground,
which caused the immediate advanee of two bat-
talions, and a perceptible movement along their
whole line : thus, proving to demonstration, what
would have been the result, had 3000 men been
DD 2
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employed, instead of 400, and had this g
been simultaneous with the utmﬂkr@f_i'
At four, p. m. Oliveras brought back his smal
lumn, which had sustained a loss of aboy
men : thus closed the business of the da

* From a Dritish officer, #hnwml:m{-‘“ﬁﬁ; s
the following aceount of the action of the Eih, wocn
and Villareal, in the valley of Asua.
Early in the morning, the queenites formed o &
attack, intending to force the bridge of Asua,
the bridge by a bold attack, they deployed iato.gue
kept up the customary fire to no purpose, :-.-..-., —
not advance, the Carlist general out-flanked tl
treme left. Against this force a body of Christi
but the Carlists retiring into a wood, ﬂwm
tack ; the troops, down at the bridge, mm ithd
the village of Erandio, and the Carlists immediately cross
brdge, formed a strong column of attack, evider 1
the cestre of Fepartercs e, The ground belng
horse, tha queen’s general directed '.hlu nwﬂr:rh charg:
not at a gallop, mo, nnra.tmt.,hma.ttwﬂﬁ_ ey slighl
“ mentled the pace” till they eame within some 200 y rds
foe, when they wheelwd shout, and nn.mnhmh Eapartero,

the pace was svmething better, and ﬂmm
earnest, did not take the tm'ub]atuwutﬂlﬁl' rrival, b
dually fringed away, until the column Mﬁ
stroke was given. This done, Hﬁﬂrmm
In.rtnru-rmﬂ]ed the division in adﬂl'lnﬂ. E'mlm;lﬁf ATl
falﬂlmlt upon the heights of Axpé.

 Both sides appear to have fought with litt
and sustained abont an oqual loss, (sume il]ﬂ‘
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. From the 6th to the 10th the besiegers ceased
1o molest the town from their batteries, although
the blockade was as strict as ever; and the skir-
mishing at San Augustin was sustained with equal
yigour throughout. Not a day passed over without
costing the defenders some twenty lives; so that
the garrison murmured loudly against the system
of defence, which allowed the besiegers, with an
inconsiderable force, to beard the town so closely,
for such a time, and with such a serious loss.

On the 6th, the telegraph reported from Porta-
galete, “that the news from Aragon and Madrid
was very favourable;” but of the deeds of the
army which most concerned the besieged, nothing
was said. The same night, two deserters [rom
the Carlists came over; both had belonged to the
French foreign legion.* Being interrogated, they
stated that the reports current in the besiegers’
camp were to the effect, **that they had defeated
Espartero the day before, although with con-
siderable loss to themselves; that the queen’s
ammy intended to repass the river, and that Eguia
did not expect to take the town, except by

although the Carlists, with truth, claimed the victory, for they
repulsed the movement of their antagomist, for the relief of the
fown, This account of the action of the 5th agrees with a plan
made by a German officer, in the service of Don Carlos, which
fell ints the hands of the author, on the retreat of the Carlist
army, after the action of the 24th,

" One was a Prussian, the other a Dayarian,
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famine.” On this, and fnﬂo#mxg
siegers, according to their custom,
selves with howling, yelling, ﬂd shou
drown the noise made by their minam r.l
On the 7th it was seen, from Miravilla, th
queen’s army had crossed to the left b -"-._1.2 o
river, and that their columns held the villa
Baracaldo and Cestao; the telegraph a.luﬁa
us, that the division of reserve had arri
Castro. 'The enemy were observed ﬁ
twenty-four pounder and an howitzer 1
of Banderas, and also to be h.bmlﬁng-f'
uplm their stockade in the river, and in tl
ing, two battalions crossed over from vy
the left bank. The enemy's movements cont
on the 8th, on which day a large force *
5000 men, filed over to the left hﬂh
towards Castrojana; a howitzer, with tl
pieces, accompanied this division, while tw
battering guns, and two hnmﬂﬁm, were 1m
lower down the river. ol aHE
On the 9th, the activity of the besiegers se
unrelaxed ; strings of loaded mules and e o
moving tnwarﬂs the town, while thl'}ﬂ"
parties were active in repairing their k
Steamers, towing small craft, were s
the bay, and disembark troops. TBE
despatch received, was to the effect t
general-in-chicf of the northern army &
reserve wonld march upon Bilbao the &

p

.'
..l
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However, the weather, which for some time had
peen remarkably fine for the season, now began to
preak up; torrents of rain fell during the night
4s well as on the day of the 10th, which also
passed away quietly, and the atmosphere being
yery hazy, no communiecation could be had with
Portagalete. During the past nights, strong blinds
were erected along the Zendeja, and in the covered
way leading from the Mallona battery to the
Cuervo, and thence again to the house or palace
of Quintana ; so that the enemy’s marksmen no
longer oecasioned such losses to the garrison.

The siege had now lasted forty-eight days, and
provisions began to run short.* Fresh meat had
ceased to be sold in the town for a month, and,
for twenty-four days, none was to be had even
for the sick and wounded. Bread, scarce from the
first, was now become a rarity ; the soldier’s ration
was reduced to two biscuits, nominally styled
half-a-pound ; while the inhabitants received a
scanty ration of about six ounces of a vile com-
pound, made of damaged corn, unsifted. Penury
and hard fare pinched the poorer classes, while
the continual use of salt provisions oecasioned
much sickness amaong the aged and infirm. Many
of the nationals, also, began to sink beneath the
severity of the duty and the inclemency of the

* Eggs were sold ol six-pence each ; fresh fish, three shillings
per pound ; fresh pork, three shillings per pound —putatoes,
vegetables, &, were not to be had.
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weather, The 2nd company of the natic
from being ninety-two strong, W
muster twenty-eight; and some 0&@
had suffered considerably, nlthﬂngb -q-
same proportion.

The besiegers mm:p]rn:g w
Begoiia, from whence they gre&tly
lines, General Arechavala sent a d
expel them. This duty was pﬁ‘fﬂfﬂiﬁﬂ
style, by the troops sent for that purp -- -I'?'-‘
drove the Carlists from four houses, which
burnt, and causing them a loss of PIC
than forty men, their own not EI di;
killed and eight wounded, Tt mlhn '
the Circus and Larrinaga that oce _
damage to the enemy. By a teleg
Espartero informed the garrison lha; '~E
now consisted of twenty-three batts
600 horse, and that he would ﬁ:hqp_g
Pﬂr“&'ﬁ Ay

This day (10th,) the junta plﬂnngﬂ.r
expedition, to seize the mill-stones at t
which were sadly needed in the town; the ac
mills not sutficing to grind the
which the scarcity of corn permitted them to 1
One hundred and fifty cazadores, with one
of nationals, bronght away the mill-
~seized on some Indian corn which th\tf'
store. To cover this movement, the ga s0ns
Miravilla and the Morro threw out strung

15
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and thus the object was effected without the loss
of a man, although the besiegers had a battalion
posted within musquet shot. This night a deserter
(a Dutchman, late of the French Legion,) came
over; he stated that the besiegers had nineteen
battalions, and that they intended attacking the
wwn the next day: this did not at all tend to
Jessen our uneasiness.®

Dee. 12th.—This completes the fiftieth day of
the siege. No movement observed among the
besiegers, except a few men at work in the Alvia
battery : they are also seen actively employed on
the bridge and stockade at Deusto. At mnoon
Eguia, dressed in plain clothes, was seen reviewing
some troops : every thing betokens the enemy firm
in his resolution to cling to the siege. By the
telegraph, Espartero informed us that he had re-
ceived his artillery, and that pasamaiana he should
march direct upon Bilbao. In reply, the town
urged his immediate advance; alleging their am-
munition and provisions to be fast decreasing, and
their sick fast increasing.

The weather having cleared up, the columns

* By information reccived from other quarters, it was rumoured
that a Greneral Lebean, with 5000 men, had reached Ochandiano,
" und that Villareal had detached six battalions to arrest his march;
further, that the besicgers were only SO0 gtrong, and short of
provisions, All these reports were ascertained to be unfounded ;
perhaps “a weak imvention of the enemy,” to be merry at our
EXpEnSE.
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of Espartero’s army were descried adva .
and it was even seen from Hﬁ'ﬂhﬂl‘ u
had erected a battery to cover the pa of 1

Cadagua. The darkmmnfthg s arn
were perceived crossing the Gﬁli:i{ﬁa*l '..
right and left, these to occupy Bursefia, those
seize the lofty conical hill of Santagued
Carlists were speedily driven from thm
Christinos hold the entire range of ha&M
ing towards Alonsoategui. Soon after t
the firing ceased, and the long line of fires it
cated the hostile camps, on this and Em
the Cadagua. It was the received o ,‘
during the night Espartero would gﬁ his g1
into position, and, overpowering M
batteries, effect the passage of the mar ;
while, thus anxiously gazing on the me
the army advancing to our relief, three o
Carlist batteries opened on the town at one P,
thus proving how little private ﬁpmmn*iﬂ
counted on, or either how negligent the a
lery and engineer officers were, sinee an h ur
Pmﬂﬂliﬁlf, ﬂl‘l‘-’j’ had declared {:]II. FOMMOon -
every one else) that the enemy had no F
their batteries. Their fire sobn convir -,:h:._:,:
most unbelieving. For three or four h ey
hammered away most vigorously, thm:r .'-::_'
being the palace of Quintana, the Zandﬁjaa _
Mallona.* Little or no damag;e did ﬂ]ﬂjr HCCAs f'_*_;ll

¥ The hattery at Mallona bad fired for several hours, ribhont
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for their fire, too elevated, went over the house of
Quintana and the Zendeja; to Mallona only did
they cause mischief: there fifteen men were dis-
abled, besides Don Daniel de Valcarcel, a lieu-
tenant in the Spanish navy, of distinguished
abilitigs and courage, whose conduct would lend
lustre to any cause. The news of his being
wounded was very mournfully received in the
town. After dark the Carlist mortar-battery
began to annoy the inhabitants, throwing shells
every quarter of an hour; but even the children
and females despised these missiles now, and,
beyond the inconvenience of sleeping in cellars
and door-ways, they were careless and uncon-
cerned about them.

The 13th, like the preceding day, was passed in
anxiety as to the progress of the columns. Firing
was occasionally heard down the river, which our
hapes and wishes were ready to construe into an
attack by water on the part of the British naval
forces. From time to time a desultory fire of
small-arms was heard along the Cadagua, which,
in the general opinion, indicated nothing but
skirmishing. Such appeared to be the fact, for

sustaining any damage worth mentioning, when a single shot,
cutering ot the embrasure, killed three and wounded five men,
besides the Commandant Valeareel ; destroying, i addition, the
carriage of a twenty-four pounder, and rendering the gunm also
unservieeable. A shot more unlucky for us, or more lucky for the
besivgers, was not fired during the whole siege.




412 FERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

the day wore away without any &qﬂg
occurring.  In the afternoon was ;
telegraphic despateh, to the aﬂ'mt,
hmaﬂdmgm,mmﬁ to-me
at one, is the hour of attack, mmqm-
Digesting their vexation as best they might,
garrison turned to with a will to m
who, from Alvia and San Augustin, et
kept up a teasing fire, which cost U &
every hour. Accordingly, the hos =y
small cohorn mortars began pﬂehmg |
the houses where the Carlists chiefly har
They were soon unkennelled, and one louse, s
on fire by an expense magazine blowing ¥
which probably caused some casualties e fi
since his people were seen to rush out, a: 2
stricken. At night, the engineers ~='-= .
tained the direction of the enemy’s mine, |
two counter-mines in the court-yard, at 1 i
of the house of Quintana; the first d re
towards the face of the hill, so as tucutﬁt-
course where it crossed the road ; the other t
any mine which the besiegers mlght bring dov
the ravine to the right. f
Contrary to what we were given t&- expect
the telegraph, no attack on the enemy took p
this day. Nothing was heard beyond E;_. .
fire of small-arms, and an occasional shot from {
the Carlist batteries at Castrojana, and
de Cruces. The besiegers, so far from firing uj

Tl T
-1
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{he town, withdrew their large mortar to Olaviaga,

supposed 1o have been disabled. The guns from

Mallona and the Arenal fired with their usual
eision.

On the 15th, it appeared that the besiegers had
been employed all the night, and still were repair-
ing their batteries. As on the day previous, the
town-guns fired with good effect, so that the
besiegers’ working-parties soon retired. At San
Augustin the interchange of musketry was as
gsual ; but our men were now so well sheltered,
that scarcely any loss was sustained. In the
afternoon it was reported that the columns were
advancing in earnest. Heavy firing was soon
heard ; the roar of artillery was distinct and rapid;
above the valley of the Cadagua the white smoke
arose, spreading until it filled the ravine. The
Carlists from the right bank of the Nervion were,
like ourselves, looking earnestly at the combat.
For a moment the firing scemed to draw nigh,
and a body of Carlists, issuing hastily from the
convent of San Mamés, marched rapidly up the
river to Castrojana. Our expectations grew high.
“The army Is across the river,” cried several.
Vain thought! Night closed in, the firing died
away, and the last rays of the sun glanced upon
the bayonets of the Christino columns retinng
upon Cestao and Portagalete. At night the be-
siegers cried out to us that they had defeated
Espartero, and taken 400 prisoners.
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The morning of the 16th confirmed the worst
fears of the garrison and inhabitants. The ene
were across the Cadagua, busily employed jn
destroying the battery erected by Espartero, and
skirmishing with his rear-guard. Several houses
in Barracaldo were in flames. This strange a
unaccountable conduct of the army e }
manner of suspicions; many of thﬂm
heard to murmur; every one, even the firms ‘31
were depressed, at this unlooked-for return for
all the sacrifices made, and for defending an
town for fifty-five days. Few had -w=-=:
think without trembling at what must be th
of his family in a few days; for there was 1
cealing the fact, there was not amm -s:-.-_. | f,'jl" L
fortnight, nor provisions for three weeks; and th
neither mercy nor forbearance was to be
for from the foe. A regular army might
the brave men, who had well defended then
but from the ignoble crew of savages who k
us, nothing but the direst cruelties could p
be expected; indeed, a general massacre o
inhabitants would have been made from r
and permitted by policy ; for what town ﬂl’ 1
Spain would have ventured to resist a Ca
rely upon a Christino army, when they hﬂh
sacrifices of Bilbao in withstanding a nntr
siege, repaid by universal destruction?

At noon the telegraph conveyed the foll :'1'
despatch from Espartero, ““ The army of the ne
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has retired upon Portagalete, and wishes to know
if Bilbao can defend itself twelve days longer.”
To this bitter and heartless question, after so
many boasting promises, the junta of defence re-
turned this noble and spirited reply, * Let the
army pass over to the right bank of the river, and
then the question shall be answered.* This mes-
sage appears to have excited much emotion in the
breasts of the Spanish generals; they seemed to
feel the intolerable disgrace of allowing the place
to be starved out, before their eyes,—before them,

* T have heen informed, by a British officer, who was present,
that 1. M. commissioner, Colonel Wylde, urged tlie crossing of
the army to the right bank, in the strongest terms: of those pre-
sent at the couneil of war, there were hut four voiees in favour of
that movement, while six opposed it. Fapartero, therefore, when
he ordered the army to march to the right bank of the river, did
so upon his own responsibility—certainly Colonel Wylde did his
ntmost to prevail npom him to come to that determination, snd
when he found that the general had consented so o do, e pro-
mised the aid of a brigade of British artillery, for which (unknown
to Espartero) be had sent to San Sebastian. Thue, although
too much eredit cannot be given to Colonel Wylde, for the zeal
and good fecling with which he steadily advocated the paramount
importance of refieving our nnfortunate town, there is no small
merit due to Creneral Eepartero's strength of character, who,
when put upon hiz mettle, did not hesitate in risking his army,
and his reputation, against the advice of his gemerals. Since it
was clearly impossible for his army to keep the field much longer,
he must have made up his mind to win at all hazards, for a re-
pulse would have ruined his army ;—with such a foe, hanging on
their rear, not half would ever have reached Burgos.




416 PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

the leaders of 20,000 men, A council of
held, whereat it was resolved to mtﬂ
hank, and make a decisive hlow at 1 ,
This intention was communicated to the
the following despatch, ** Bilbao shall hﬁ_
and her constancy rewarded.” Soon *"‘ .
ther message was received, to the effect ** t &G |
general had been joined by a brigade of a
that the factious, in the interior, had beﬁu..
ed, and that the army would cross the ri
next day.” All this served to tmuqu:lllm
minds; and hopes, nearly dead, began to re
‘But anuthEr enemy was now within m:_ls_g*‘ a
whose vindictive rage almost equalled that
foe without,—this was the typhus. Bad and un
wholesome food, nor much even of that, conti
exposure to the weather, with all the h:
excitement of a siege, began to shew it
tomary effect. The strong man sickenec .
feeble died. One day a pale thin woman, wi
infant, begged for food, next day she begged ¢
another day came, and she disappeared.
pitals were all full; attendance was not to b *
and each was left to his own resources. With &
exception of sugar, wine, and spirits, t‘ifi
there were abundance in the town, all sor
provisions increased in price, daily. Em
considered a rarity, and persons in good ¢
stances were glad to get them: fowls, whﬁ,
curable, cost from 15s. to 20s. each:
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occasionally sold for 4s. per pound, and eggs were
now Js. each; higher prices than even these were
sometimes paid.

There was a thick fog on the 18th, until half-
past eleven, when it cleared up, and displayed a
new battery, of the besiegers, in Alvia, armed
with two guns; three of the old batteries were
likewise armed, and a little before noon they all
opened their fire, with nine guns and a howitzer.
As usual, their mark was the house of Quintana,
the Zendeja, and Mallona; their fire, though heavy,
was ill-pointed; by three, p.n. all their guns were
silent, except those in Alvia, which kept up a smart
fire until dark ; without, however, causing any loss
to the garrison, beyond a few wounded. In the
course of the afterncon, a despatch was received
fromGeneral Espartero, stating, *“ that he had passed
his troops in review, and that they all had sworn
to relieve the town, or perish;” the telegraph fur-
ther informed us, that the troops were beginning
to cross over. On this day, General San Miguel
te-assumed the command, which had been en-
trusted, since the 27th of November, to Brigadier
Arechavala. In the order of the day, which an-
nounced his re-assumption of the command to the
garrison, General San Miguel spoke in terms of
high praise, of the important services rendered by
Arechavala, during the period of his command.
Brigadier Araoz, the second in command, had re-
turned to his duty some time before; the im-

E L



418 PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

portant line of the Zendeja, from the he
Quintana to the Arenal, was, as buﬁma;
to the virtuous Baron Ozores, and to tk
Arana, the colonel of the national g.l.-mn':&;r
Once more the besiegers moved m
their batteries before the town,—once m
crowds of peasantry, mules, carts, &e. were tr
porting to the heights of Banderas and f
their guns, tumbrils, stores, &c.: around the &
their working parties were busy in throwi "_f'
parapets, and opening ditches, Hldnatly rded
as a sort of lines of circumvallation, to prevent ti
garrison from making a sortie : nor did th fo
of Eguia end here; considering, thatr.f
not cannonade or bombard the town, H
still attack with sap and mine, that no time
be lost, he attempted to carry a mine fr
Convent to Quintana—on a pra?ﬂm $
he had tried but without ’
being too hard. This time the bﬁﬂm _ r
down their mine from the water-course to
angle of an epaulement, thrown up in the rear of
the house of Quintana. Rumours of th
lately been very prevalent in the town, lﬂq arir
the night Lieutenant Colonel Gﬂpm
duty at this place, detected the ene {'8 0 .' '
tions, and the true line of thmrm . '_ _
mation was immediately given, and after a care
inspection of the ground, a counter-mine W
gun, pushed on rapidly, and with such s
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that at half-past three, a.m. the besiegers’ mine
was struck in upon ; when a sapper of the national
guard, Don Antonio Elisagarrate, at work in the
counter-mine, fought with the enemy's miners,
wounded one, killed another, and took their mine,
which was immediately smoked. A consultation
was held, whether the mine should be destroyed
or retained ; the latter course was resolved on, at
the recommendation of the commandant of artil-
lery. A party of nationals, armed with pistols, and
blunderbusses, now entered the ememy’s mine,
traversing it until they reached the mouth, which
they blocked with sacks of earth, and kept guard
there constantly, The entire length of the mine
was cighty-three feet, and it was about three feet
wide : thus the Carlists were as unfortunate in
their operations below ground, as above,

On the 20th, the telegraph conveyed a message
from General Espartero, warning the garrison that
the enemy was mining; in reply, he was informed
of our success in driving them from their own
mine. The troops continued crossing to the right
bank ; the besiegers were quiet in respect to the
town, while the operations of the besieged, on this
day, as well as on the three following, were con-
fined to counter-mining, in the direction of the
gate of Uribarri. The skirmishing at San Au-
gustin, cost us a lieutenant of Engineers, killed
outright, besides several other casualties. Baron
Ozores, the colonel of Compostela, was also

EE 2
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struck by a musquet ball in the hndy, his
ﬁ:!tu.natﬂly intercepted the shot, and = s
the pain of losing such an excellent off +
it was, the contusion he received Was very s '_
The 23rd was foggy throughout. Early in
morning, a heavy cannonade was heard fi :
lower part of the river, which lasted with unak
vigour all day. Two battalions were got re
make a sortie, but nothing being seen .
queen’s army, and no musquetry heard mf
deemed proper not to move, which, =h‘ !
the thick fog, was a wise determination. =
Slowly, and with torrents of rain, dawned
morning of the 24th December. Nothing
heard ; the Carlists seemed to be hidd :
imunes reluctant to stir out. At twa, L.,
Carlist battalions left Deusto, and marched
ravine leading to the Molino del 1?1entq. ‘"
the icy sleet, which had been previously fa
changed to a heavy snow-storm, a ahar:p
musquetry was heard, which continually in
theartillery soon chimed in, and the cmnhai
dently raging in earnest; night fell, but th ‘ ﬁh
no cessation,—it was clear that the ql]:EEELI
had made good the passage of the river £
varying fight went on, and, through tl K,
heights of Banderas sparkled with ﬁm. -'_ i"_'
midnight, there was a lull; but about two, a.2
firing breezed up again, sharper than eﬂr;
continued untilnearfour, when itdeclined. Se

ﬂ'
-|_.
1-
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had the day dawned, when a large body of troops
was seen drawn up in column, on Banderas, and
skirmishing going on, on this side of Banderas, and
even on this side of Capuchinos, plainly indicating
thatthe enemy’s position was forced. Howbeit, none
of our generals, neither San Miguel, nor Arechavala,
nor Araoz, could believe this; probably they thought
the news too good to be true: certain it 18 that no
sortie was made, not even the troops prepared. It
was eight, 4.u., before San Miguel would believe in
‘Espartero’s victory, and at that hour a battalion
of Carlists, who had with matchless impudence
remained till then, evacuated San Augustin, At
nine, a.m., Espartero entered the town, and General
San Miguel let slip for ever the precious opportunity
of making the field of Luchana another Pavia.
Nevertheless, the defeat was fatal to the Car-
lists ; the gloomy cut-throat, Eguia, despite his
boasting, after sixty days’ investment had been
totally routed; his hopes of vengeance and rapine
baffled ; all his guns, and materiel for the siege,
together with his hospitals,* taken by the Chris-
tinos; and, first and last, by sword and sickness,

* Eguia's pephew was left wounded in the hospital. The
Urbanes treated this young man, who had lost an arm, with
much kindness; he was related to some of the principal families
in the town, themselves zealons eonstitutionalists : every attention
wis shewn lim, and I was told that he exprossed something like
remorse, at receiving such humane attentions from those whom
his uncle and himself had, n few days before, devoted o destruc-
tion.
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siege; including, of course, the loss :
the different actions with the queen’s army
vancing to the relief, 1 o
During the remainder of the day, the diyis
of the guards entered the town, and were
in the houses; the other divisions were encam
in Olavagia, Deusto, Alvia, and villages g djace
where the peasantry had all abandoned h
dwellings. A large convoy entered the town ¢
next day, from Portagalete, the
Mamés being quickly destroyed.
difficult job to pluck up the piles with whi
stockade was made, but that also was smpleter
in a few days; the lines of the Zendeja and.
Augustin were cleared away, as also the ener
entrenchments, so that, ten weeks after 1
imprisonment, the inhabitants were enabled
pass their gates in safety; thus terminated th
memorable siege. ¥

—

outposts, prior to any attack on thﬂhﬁﬂ?'
place, was preferable to that of Villareal, who

tempted to take the town by a coup de main. The
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reduction of the four forts only occupied three days
and cost about one hundred men. Besides raising
the morale of his own soldiers by thewr easy con-
quests, Eguia derived the solid advantages of
capturing or destroying 740 of his opponents, ten
pieces of cannon, above 1000 rounds of shot and
ammunition with a good quantity of provisions.
Perhaps it might have been better, had he next
attacked Portagalete and the Desierto: however,
there is much to be said in favour of the plan he
adopted. The English squ'udmn was not lightly to
be meddled with ; the Saracen and Ringdove migh
have been sunk at their anchorage, but that would
only have served to bring the entire squadron into
the river, (or at least all such ships as could enter)
nor would Portagalete be tenable agamnst a com-
bined attack by sea and land ; so that considering
the amagzing strength of the positions of Castrojana
and Banderas, it may be conceded that it was as
well to let Portagalete and the English squadron
alone, for the fall of Bilbao would undoubtedly
cause the former to be abandoned and the latter
to evacuate the river. With respect to the attack
on the body of the place many think the besiegers
commited a glaring fault in not reducing the fort
of Miravilla and the church of Begona, before they
attempted the town: two or three days would
have made them masters of both, and then these
two admirable positions would have protected
their attacks against the San Augustin and the
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Concepgion. The besieged, thus annoyed, with
many points menaced, could net have 1
a determined defence; their casualties also fi
the cross fire would have been far more numerous
for the experience of the first siege (that of 1885)
had plainly shewn, how vulnerable
from Miravilla and Begofia. As it was, the Cax
lists confined their attack almost entirely to the
quarter of San Augustin; their artillery Vas 8o
badly served, and their fire so interrupted, that
they allowed an old convent to resist their attack
for a fortnight; even when a chance gave them
possession, they, so far from being preps ed to
push on and carry the town, suffered th emselves
to be driven out, and the place burnt &‘
their eyes. The assault on the convent of th
ﬂuncepgiﬂn should have been at night, and a fal
attack made at the same time upon some other
part of the lines. Instead of carrying their e: ;
guns once a fortnight from the batteries refore the
town to the positions of Banderas and C tro
Jjana, it would bave been better to haye "
the siege daily; allowing the garrison no espite to-
repair damages ; only sending theirlight field- ieces
to meet the relieving army. However, it o J\m
confessed that the superiority of the artillery pr c
tice on the part of the town was so striking, that
probably no effort of the enemy would have been
sufficient to take the ascendancy; still much m *f“
have been done by a continual fire. As for he
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mine, about which so much has been said, it wasill
planned, and worse execnted: the house of Quin-
tana stands so low, that four feet below the founda-
tions you are on a level with the tide. On the other
hand, from the ruins of the house of Menchaca to
the northern side of the said house, was only some
fifteen or sixteen feet, half of which was occupied
by a water-course. The true plan of attack would,
therefore, have been by the flying sap, which, once
across this gutter or drain, would have attached
the miner tothe side walls of the palace of Quintana,
and these an arroba of powder would have blown in.
In short, it was clear that the Carlists,—notwith-
standing the presence of the German engineers,
Roth and Strauss; of the Portugueseartillery officer,
Coello; of the French engineer, Larochefoucauld ;
and the Prussian artillery officer, Prehzen; besides
many others of less note and fame, from every
nation in Europe, from the Volga to the Shannon,
—managed their affairs very badly, and committed
blunders which were hardly to be tolerated by a
gang of Bashkirs; for the men they lost, and the
shot and shells they wasted, if properly expended,
would have gained them the place in a fortnight.

THE DEFENCE.

The chief mistake committed by General San
Miguel, was neglecting to occupy the church of
Alvia, an error which, after his past experience,
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was unpardonable. The next was in not inere;
ing the fortifications of Miravilla, thm
wholly untenable against an attack of e
hours ; for the fort was destitute of water
vaaﬂ not even a secure magazine
was there any block-house to kmap #paw
munication between the fmtnndthﬁﬁ; ), 8¢
to draw off or relieve the garrison in ¢
attack. For the rest, the advantage nf
sorties, has been alluded to before. "_ thi
siege, the general, instead of withdrawing all ¢
out-posts, (when he must have known that they
could not defend themselves for any length '
and also that he was not prepared to mﬁm
suffered the enemy to take them ser o
appears also, that a very great o --;.._-_-__:.: '4;
committed in not making a sortie to bﬂng
garrison of San Mamés: 3,000 men
been sent from the town, which was a larger force
than the enemy had on the left bank of he river,
The system adopted by San Miguel was o '_ 0
passive resistance. On several oceasions the e
treme confidence of the enemy offered  ever]
advantage to dashing sorties; none W i
tempted! Finally, on the morning of the ,
the opportunity was such as would have 1
a blind man to strike ; but not a man mnwﬂ;-
short, as a veteran nﬂi{:er said, the attack a
fence were equally defective. There was | =
ance of courage and zeal, activity and duﬁm

J
T i '- e



THE SIEGES OF BILBAO, 427

played by the su balterns and soldiers on both sides;
but the mind of a great general was wanting.

The patient fortitude of the Spanish character is
displayed to great advantage during a siege. Of
this there was abundance of proof during the
French war; and yet the hatred borne towards
(he soldiers of Napoleon, though sufficiently bitter,
was far from equalling the intensity of abhorrence
with which the Carlists and Christinos regard each
other. Even their very nationality is merged
in the indulgence of mutual hate. J adeging their
opponents by themselves, the partizans of Don
Carlos know that their tyrannical conduct during
their ten years rule, and their merciless barbarities
during the present strife, are not likely to be for-
given or forgotten. And the Christinos, or Con-
stitutionalists, know full well, from past experience,
that their only hope of safety is in victory,—that
cubmission would be their death-warrant. It 1s
idle to allege, that Charles would find it his in-
terest to proclaim and enforce an amnesty : he
might publish a general amnesly, and doubtless
would do so—were it only for the purpose of boast-
ing thereof in the journals of his party, but he could
not render it effective; he is but a tool in the hands
of a party, who (if successful,) are bent upon de-
stroying their adversaries, root and branch. Often
were the officers of the Carlists (and their men
also,) heard to express their bitter regret, at having
spared any of the constitutionalists, during their
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rule. The atrocious conduct of the
towards the national guards taken _.'_:-"
Plencia, Vergara, Ochandiano, and o

who were compelled to work in chm -----
or in the lead-mines, and of whma,
perished, convinced the most incre
inhabitants that their only saf'ﬂr,r m
nate and successful defence, Th&y
fighting pro aris et focis, for they w
their courage could not save them, no- wi
could,—their foe being as faithless as 1
The perfect consciousness that their onl
salety was in victory, was, no dnnlm
cause that induced the militia to hold ﬂ
unbending constancy, through all the s ?
atwo months’ siege, in the depth of wi
their families, with equal fortitude,
fatigue, and pinching searcity, w:ﬂmm
but, to a nobler and a holier feeling
attributed the fact, that, with every thi
revenge, {rom the recollections of the pas
the insolent conduct of several of t«hﬁi arlis
the town, during the siege, none we '--':
sulted or imprisoned. And this s

moral conduct was rewarded w1ti1 H*
tionably deserved, success.

r .:'-. d

.\!I

OPERATIONS OF THE m:l.mfmq

The first investment of the town
lists under Villareal was so prompt
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pected by the queen’s generals, that the storm
had burst upon the town, ere its coming was well
made known to them. The hasty despatch of
Brigadier Araoz, with a large reinforcement to
Portagalete, was judicious; and, through the
strange oversight of the besiegers, in allowing
this detachment, with a valuable convoy, to enter
the place unmolested, of more importance than
was probably anticipated. In does not appear
that General Espartero, between the 24th of
October (when he first was informed of the in-
tended attack) and the 6th of November (when
he learnt the fact of Villareal having withdrawn
from before the town) had made much progress in
gathering together his scattered brigades. Itis
true, that at this time Gomez was cruising over
the peninsula, and the reports of his being on his
way back to the northern provinces, rendered it
incumbent on the general-in-chief to keep as near
the Ebro as he conveniently could, consistently
with the safety of Bilbao, which it is most likely he
did not deem in much danger. During the second
investment General Espartero appears to have
been more dilatory than usual. Perhaps his ideas
were, that since the town bad beaten off so easily
Villareal's impetuous attacks, there was the less
to fear from Eguia ; particularly since Araoz, with
his strong reinforcement and valuable convoy,
had safely entered the town—thus leaving the
general-in-chief more leisure to look after Gomez,
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who was now kndwn to be hurrying ac
Castilles, at the rate of forty IIH].B:I m
fourteen days elapsed from the beginnin
second investment, before Geneml
gan to move from Balmaceda. len
to Bilbao iz about twenty miles, by thn
road, through a very difficult country, offering, &
every step, positions of amazing strength :'-':""'
the other hand, there is an easier hut
travelled road—in fact one known
sportsman and peasantry of the ad_}mmng
—which leads direct from Balmaceda t
mountains lmmeﬁjatﬂly above Bilbao on the '_
This road is called that of the Nﬂ.!:rﬂl; ﬂ'
verses the summit of the high chain of hi
as the range of Pagasarri, which divid
valley of Balmaceda from that of ﬂrdﬂ
g by this route, an army would avoid t
cult passes of Guefies, Castrojana, and B ;_,-ﬁ:: L
True, nothing can be found on this road or teae
beyond a few shepherds’ huts; nor is it ..'::f
ticable, except in fine weather. IHowever,
first objection could hardly be of much weigh
seeing that the entire distance (which is less than
by the ordinary road) was but a moderate day’s
march ; and for the second, it may be
that the weather was exceedingly fine from the 20t
of November to the beginning of I}ecﬂmwf .

However, General Espartero, after W
liberation, finally determined to risk nothin

g
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accordingly, declning to march upon Portaga-
Jete by Somorrosto, sent the bulk of his forces to
(lastro, and thence by sea to Portagalete ; a pro-
ceeding which, twenty years previous, would
have been all but impracticable—for what gene-
+al would have risked the safety of his army on
hoard of fishing-boats in the bay of Biscay in
winter? Now, however, the magnificent armed
steamers of Great Britain rendered it a speedy and
safe operation. Thousands of men were em-
barked, carried round, and disembarked with
marvellous celerity, in a single tide—the soldiers
had not time to getsick. When a strong force
had thus been gathered at Portagalete, the ca-
valry and remainder of the army, with the general-
:n-chief, marched upon Portagalete by the valley
of Somorrosto—the two battalions of the enemy
ander Castor retiring at his approach. Having
now concentrated his army, and having the entire
command of the sea and the lower part of the
river from the convent of the Desierto, with the
town of Portagalete for his magazine deposits,
General Espartero had two lines of operations
open, by which to relieve the town—both, how-
ever, exceedingly difficult and dangerous in the
face of such an active foe. On the left bank of
the river there was the Cadagua to be passed,
and the steep ridge of Castrojana to be forced, a
position of which General Espartero well knew
the strength. On the right bank of the river
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B
H.

there was the d&ﬂp and muddy &tmam_
Asua to be crossed, and the lofty ﬂmgm
deras to be taken. It is true, that W
ing up the valley of Asua, about five miles. ta
bridge of Derio, the open culmtrjr M
wood or enclosures, would have ¢
queen’s army great advantages, in case ¢
was disposed to fight a general action, witl
such an ariny as General Espartero comm }
it may reasonably be doubted if this m
would not have hazarded the safety of hlﬂ
for two strong brigades at least must have
left to guard the communication with b
one on the heights of Arriaga, the ﬁhﬁ'
in advance of Erandio. Again, from
mirable position of the Carlists, they having posse
sion of all the bridges over the Asua, it 1
expected that they would have attacked ht .
either of the brigades stationed as
maintain the communications, and upon their
sistance depended the safety of the army.
since the enemy, aware of the advantagau:
derived from thus cutting off the supports o
main body of their opponents, would lmﬂlt“
bably attack in considerable force—at le ..-'",*.;f
men must be left in each position, which wou dhav
reduced the main body to less than 7,000 ¢ e
tives, a force, which, considering all thin,
not sufficient. There was yet another g =5
body of 2,000 men might have heen embari
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poard the steamers and flotilla barricaded for the
purpose, and these coming up at high-water
would have turned the enemy’s position. This
appears to be extremely hazardous at first sight
—much more so than on a close examination—
for the Carlists had but three guns bearing upon
the Nervion, and the distance for which the ad-
vancing flotilla would have been exposed to their
fire was about half a mile. The wvessels could
have come up with the top of the tide, at the
rate of eight miles per hour; and, slow as the
Carlist gunners always showed themselves when
under fire, it may be reasonably doubted if they
wonld have had time to fire two shots, for when
closing, the musquetry from the steamers’ decks
would not suffer a man to stay in their battenes.
However, after much hesitation, General Es-
partero led his forces on to the attack of the
enemy on the left bank of the river, and, throwing
a bridge over the Galindo river, occupied Burseiia,
and then repeated the same sort of attack as that
of General Latre the year previous, and met with
a similar repulse. It seems very likely that
Espartero hardly counted upon succeeding, for he
had no guns with him; and, in all probability,
seeing before him a choice of evils, thought the at-
tack on Castrojana was less troublesome than to
transport his army over to the right bank of the
river. During these operations, the Carlists set
fire to and destroyed the noble convent of Bur-
FF
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sefia; and the troops of Espartero, s
from Castrojana, burnt some score ﬂ'
This attempt having failed, the Queen’s g
after more deliberation, passed his fwm _“_'_ '
the right bank of the river, still m
same irresolution and indecision, exam *'-':.
noitring, marching, and muﬁt&r- ching ;
the spirits of his soldicry were chilled, fm!
their general could not resolve what to «
this was very favourable to the ﬂaﬂlﬁ,a
thus plenty of time given them tﬂ-'
fences and entrench themselves at e 101
On the 5th of December, a sort ﬂf
place in the valley of Asua, feebly di
both sides, but which sufficed to ﬂ-.l‘l"ﬂﬂl
from the intention (supposing he e
such) of turning the Carlist pmm r-'." .,':"_ ‘
of the valley, at the bridge of Derio. After
we find the Queen’s general crosses «
left hankﬁfthaﬂewmn,tﬂcﬁ?erm
the division of reserve; this was W
for otherwise the Carlist forces, under Villareal,
which were at least 7000 strong, might have ove

powered this division on its march, without &

main body, when on the other side of the Nervion
being able to render any assistance. Buth
we to account for the genﬂal-m-e&m

attack on Castrojana? Most probabl ,
his desire to do aﬂmuthmg; '="'= 3"

knowing what: for it is not likely that h
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calculated upon passing* the Cadagua. This
second failure, and the length of time to which
these fruitless operations had extended, began
greatly to dispirit the soldiery, who had hitherto
borne up against all their numerous privations
with admirable fortitude and good humour. After
this a council of war was held to deliberate what
had best be done for the safety of the town, and
also for that of the army; for the hospitals were
full, the sick increasing daily, and the advanced
season rendered it impossible much longer to
keep the field. The old adage, that a council of
war never fights, held good in this instance. The
majority of votes decided for the army retreating
to Balmaceda, and, consequently, for abandoning
Bilbao, with its numerous garrison, to the fate
to which famine must scon reduce it.

* The Charlists having constructed a battery on the right bank
of the Cadagua, their guns incommaoded the queen’s forees on the
Baracaldo side, whereupon Genersl Espartero requested of the
English officers to plant & battery opposite, to silonce that of the
enemy, It was done, and the guns belonging to the Saraccn
dragged overland, to be mounted therein; upon this, Captain Le
Hardy inquired of the general, * if he intended to eross the river
a3 soon a4 the enemy’s guns werc silenced?° “ No,” says Espartero,
“T have no such intentions; I only wish to silemce the ememy.”
“ But to what purpose,” rejoined the commandor of the Saracen ;
“if you intend not to go forward, it js cloar we must retreat, in
which case the guns will only eause inconvenience to all hands.”
However, some were mounted ; but being carronades, their shot
eould not reach the Carlist battery, so the guns wern dragged
buck apain by the sailors of the squadron.

FF2
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- Howeves, in this trying emergency, the
ter of General Espartero shewed itself to a
m, for he listened to. thﬂjl]ﬂt complain -._ " :’:" '
suffering city, which hunger, not force, was w:
—disregarded the advice of the couneil nf I
took upon himself the responsibility, and, determ -.
ed to strike a blow, crossed over again ﬁa{#
bank of the Nervion. His men reec
spirits when they knew the demrmanatm -----
general, and the British officers, who had
fully contributed to Espartero’s resc
brought to his aid two fine bng'aduuﬂf |
and their prompt and accurate firing so I
the Carlists that the guns of their oppor ,
better served than formerly. But Ge

partero, though aware that he stood com *

attempt a bold attack, relapsed into b ::‘-':‘.?—
mer indecision; the severity of the winter wa
about to begin, which it did, on the 24th, in&
Canadian snow-storm; it was then, when the
driving storm had caused the Carlists to _ y aside
their contemplated attack on the Christinos,
Espartero, confirmed in his resolution by hi
fast friends, the British officers of the. O ¢
and Artillery, though sick and suffering in body
aroused himself, ordered the attack which proved
so successful—the foe, discomfited with a loss h L

little anticipated, fled the field, and ﬁa ens

general, after giving proofs of undoubted ¢ e
during the action, entered the town in tﬂ nph..
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Nothing could be more opportune than this vic-
tory ; one day longer, and the army could not have
kept the field, for one-third would have perished
that night in the snow-storm had it fallen on them
while bivouacking in the fields; and how would
the remainder, thus encumbered with sick, have
reached Burgos, with an active foe hanging on
their rear? Though gained at the twelfth hour,
the vietory was decisive; it saved the army and
saved the town, and threw back, for at least two
campaigns, the cause of the pretender.

The total loss sustained by the army of
General Espartero, during the operations for the
relief of Bilbao, did not fall short of 3000, inelud-
ing sick. Now, it hardly admits of a doubt, that
had the general attacked the enemy with vigour
and determination on his first arrival, he would
have gained a decisive victory with the loss
of half that number. Nor was this all; for, as
will be shewn in the next chapter, the troops
were so reduced by the inclemency of the
weather and their scanty rations, that sickness
prevailed amongst them to an alarming extent,—
so much so, that within a month of General
Espartero’s victorious entry into the town, nearly
one-fifth of his army was non-effective.



438 PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

Ocourrences in the towm sfter the siege,—Severo sicknoss. s am
the. soldiery and h“hﬂ!hwmi be Co
respecting the. town.—Arrival of the division of
and their mm&n&hm_ﬁwf
dmmﬂwwm

repulsed mhlﬁﬁw&m :
I.ll.ﬂ fuu;- “battalions to Enntim:'lﬂn—'l'hg
Commander-in-Chiof leave Bilbao for aﬁ.'
Eﬂnmtﬂrahmﬂfﬁﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂﬁyrﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂn =
of the 3d and 6th May.—March t!thmﬁ
me;.«—hog:mﬂi ths ﬂlﬂtﬂt mu.-.~.....,
—-Ihplrhnﬂ nf General Evans, and breaki
?Im;i[un..—ﬁﬁnhb of thauﬂierﬂ'vmnrﬂﬁ
- —Clonclusion, ,

.Il

Esmriy in the moring of Christmas ¢
advance of the relieving army, with thﬂ
mander-in-chief, entered the town; in the e
of the day, two brigades of the Guards, with f_-_.‘
detachment of British Royal Artillery, and n
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merous officers of the squadron also came up;
and very seldom has there been seen a more joy-
ful meeting, than that of the few English residents
with their friends and countrymen. The wmtry
storms continued so fierce, that, for a few days,
the coming of the wished for army, rather added
to the distress for provisions; but large supplies
were soon brought in, and our market became
well stocked. The different divisions of the
army took up their cantonments arcgund the town,
and as the cold was intense, and fuel scarce,
many a house was pulled down to furnish wood
for the soldiers’ fires. No attempt was made
to pursue the enemy, and this, though much
criticised at the time, was probably very judicious,
for the troops were exhausted with their long
exposure to the severity of the weather, nor could
they be expected to recruit their strength very
speedily, in such an inclement season. It was,
indeed, a long time before any steps were taken
to bring into the town the captured cannon, and to
destroy the enemy’s balteries: these, however,
were all levelled during the month of January,
and the guns taken from the enemy brought m.
When arranged in the Arenal, they formed a goodly
array of twenty-two pieces, of all sizes and cali-
bres, from the heavy twenty-four pounder culve-
tin, to the field-picee of six. Many boats laden
with shot and shells were also brought up, and
a good quantity of powder; so that it was
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evident to the most ineredulous, that m
saries would not have had this time to g
the siege for want of ammunition. At ﬂu;
of the municipality, General Espwtam
as far as concerned the town, that

of General Cordova, which forbade. ﬂﬂ
ing the town, permitting the entry ﬂf )
it, on payment of a duty of four res ,;"'
JSanega, (about 4s. 6d. the guarter), lmd'ﬁ-
the same duty per cwt. (10d.} But the tr
the town, so vitally injured by the Ediﬂ'l;‘
dova, was not to be re-established ina d
beyond a tolerably brisk trade in nrc -r
the supply of such a large army as was col
gregated in and around Bilbao, little or ‘Dot
was done. iy

Meantime, flatteries, mngmtu]am

nours, from all parts, flowed in upon 1

* 1

city. The commander-in-chief publis
festo to his army and the garrison, thar
and their English allies for their services, in

and glowing terms, which, however pe i

may sound to an unconcerned reader at a dista
are quite suitable for a general when addressi
his troops on such a signal triumph. On the I
of January, the Cortes decreed a vote hank:
the garrison and inhabitants; that the lo
tained during the siege should be made g

national expense; and that the town, in '_'
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shonld be styled, in addition to its former titles of
« yery noble and very loyal,” invicta, or the uncon-
quered. The first and last part of the decree, con-
gisting of words only, were easily fulfilled; not so
the second, which, to comply with, would have
occasioned a drain upon the treasury of a million
of dollars. This, therefore, was, of necessity,
postponed sine die.

Among the flood of congratulatory addresses
poured in upon the city after the siege, the most
interesting were those received from Madrid,
Barcelona, Zaragoza, Cadiz, Coruba, Murcia,
Tarragon, Pampluna, Salamanca, Logrofio, Vigo,
and Valladolid ; also, from the veteran Castanos,
the victor of Baylen, and father of the Spanish
army; and from Palafox, the defender, and Duke
of Zaragoza. The two latter are inserted in the
Appendix; that from Castafios is simple and un-
pretending ; that of the Aragonese chieftain full of
oriental hyperbole.

Soon after the entry of General Espartero, a
meeting of the superior officers of the line and
engineers was held, at which it was resolved that
the town should be regularly fortified, and that
Alvia and Begoiia should be included within the
lines. In pursuance of this resolution, a large fort
was traced out upon the hill, immediately above
the ruins of the Convent of San Augustine, and a
smaller one on that of Artigan. The forts on the
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river were likewise strengthencd, and Portagalete,
in particular, was placed in a state of defence,
capable of resisting a serious attack. ;
During the latter part of the siege, the typhus
began to make serious ravages among the garrison
and inhabitants. After our deliverance, for a
while all were too joyful to heed or care about
disease, but soon after the entry of Espartero’s
army, sickness became so prevalent as to shock
the most careless. Now that the hour of ex-
citement was past, the fatal effects of fatigue,
and continued exposure to the inclemeney of the
weather during the siege, began to tell severely
upon the Nationals, and remainder of the garrison.
Within less than two months, above thirty of the
former perished, while numbers were lying ill at
their respective homes. Of the garrison, mMore
than one battalion had above 200 men in the
hospital. With the army of General Espartero it was
even worse ; many of the regiments composing it
were from the south of Spain, and the severity of the
winter, added to their previous fatigues and scanty
clothing, caused the ravages of disease to be so
fatal, that it was computed above 3000 perished
between the 25th of December and the beginning
of April; many hundreds of the inhabitants also
died, so that this visitation was nearly as calami-
tous for the suffering city, as the siege had been.
If, in consequence of the winter, and the sick=
ness in his army, Espartero delayed to take the

i
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field, similar caunses, added to dissensions among
themselves, kept the Carlists quiet. The famous
Eguia, and the no less famous Gomez, were in
disgrace, and ordered to be tried by a court-
martial. The friars and clergy preached openly
against them both, as traitors to the holy cause of
the altar and throne, and because they had been
unsuccessful, demanded their heads, after the
most approved style of the French Convention.
They were both imprisoned, and the Infante D.
Sebastian placed at the nominal head of the army,
with Moreno and Villareal acting under him as
Major- Generals.  Further contributions were
levied upon the provinces, no inconsiderable sup-
plies were received from abroad, and, as their
numerical losses were easily replaced, the Carlist
army once more assumed an imposing appearance.
It was full time for them to prepare, for the rein-
forcements now poured into the Northern pro-
vinces were of such magnitude, as to threaten an
attack from three armies at once.

Since the last attack on the British Legion, in
the beginning of October, the Carlists had abstain-
ed from effering much molestation. General Evans
had availed himself of this lull to strengthen his
lines, so as to render hopeless any attempt of the
enemy upon them. Of course, his reduced num-
bers, consisting only of the Legion, mustering
about 4,000 effectives, and two weak Spanish
battalions, precluded all attempt at offensive oper-
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ations. Now, however, that the victory of Espar-
tero had driven the Carlists into the interior of the
provinces, a forward movement was resolved upon,
and, for that purpose, the division of General Nar.
vaez, which had so distinguished itself in the
south of Spain, was now transferred to San Se-
bastian, where also was sent a battalion of Spanish
marines from Galicia, thus increasing General
Evans’ force to near 12,000 men of all arms, The
plan was, that upon a given day, General Sarsfield
should march upon the Bastan, from Pamplona;
and General Espartero upon Durango, from Bile
bao; this combined movement would, it was sup-
posed, so call off the attention of the enemy, asto
enable General Evans to get possession of Her-

nami, and reduce the fortified towns on the French

frontier. This well imagined combination totally
failed, as, indeed, such combined movements are
almost certain to fail, unless when their execution
is entrusted to the lieutenants of some great cap-
tain—such as Wellington or Napoleon—who being
of the same school feel and act alike. In this in-
stance, General Sarsfield was the chief cause of
the failure, for he marched out from Pamplona

four leagues, and then, finding the weather un-

favourable, returned, thus enabling the Carlists

to bring nearly all their force against General

Evans, who, victorious on the 10th and Hth of
March, stopped by the incessant rains the next
four days, was, on the 16th, compelled to retreat

e e
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to his lines; his left wing having given way be-
fore a superior force of the enemy. In execution
of the part assigned to him, General Espartero
left Bilbao on the morning of the 10th March,
with a force of about 18,000 men. The Carlists,
under Guergue or Gofii, were excellently posted
on the heights of Santa Marna, a range of hills
which, commencing at Galdacano, Tun parallel to
the Archanda chain to within two miles of Bilbao;
the river runs at the foot of these hills, which are
very bold, and flank both the roads leading from
Bilbao to Galdacano. Early in the morning the
army marched out, in a long heavy column, and,
about 10 4. m. the advanced was engaged with the
enemy, who, seeing that from the bad disposi-
tion of his troops, Espartero could not avail him-
self of his superior numbers, had the boldness to
leave their position and descend into the long, nar-
row valley which lies between the heights of Santa
Marina and those of Archanda; but this proved
fatal to them, for Espartero divected the division of
Buerens to advance rapidly along the road to Lar-
rabesua, upon the left of the valley, while he
brought up two squadrons of horse and charged in
person. The Carlists, taken in unfavourable
ground, were driven back with loss, and, on try-
ing to regain their former position, found the light
infantry of Escalera’s division scaling the heights
in front. They now had nothing for it but to run,
which they did in disorder, having just time to
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reach Galdacano before the Queen’s troops, pour-
ing from the heights, entered that village : as it
was, they lost about 300 men, of whom 120 were
prisoners. The next day, Espartero fixed his head
quarters at Sornoza, and, on the 13th, entered
Durango, where he was met by the municipality,
who promised to supply rations for the troops.
The Queen’s general behaved with much modera-
tion; no violence was used, no exactions made,
and, despite the penury of the military chest,
every thing was paid for; but this conciliating
conduct was far from having the beneficial effect
that was anticipated—the peasantry attributed it
to fear, Like his cousin, the Arab, the sullen
Basque peasant is as incapable of appreciating
gentle treatment from his foe, as he is of granting
it. From Durango, General Espartero pushed
his advanced to Elgueta, where, overlooking
the valley of the Deva, he waited for intellic
gence from his coadjutors, Sarsfield and Evans;
the sudden gathering of the foe, in large masses
in his front, on the 19th, soon told him that some
disaster had happened to his alljes, so, with equal
promptitude and judgment, he withdrew early the
next morning to Sornoza; here three or four bat-
talions of the Carlists came up with the rear of
his columns under Escalera, and g rough combat
ensued, which cost the Queenites about 200 men,
and probably as many to the enemy, for about 60
prisoners were taken. The next day the army
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re-entered Bilbao, bringing with it some 400 sick
and 150 wounded, so that the hospitals, which had
begun to get somewhat clear, were once more
crowded., Meantime, the different divisions of the
army were cantoned as before in the villages round
the town.

I have omitted to state, that when the Carlist
army forsook the field on the 24th of December,
besides the prisoners taken during the action and
pursuit, they left their hospitals, in which were
about 70 badly wounded, in the hands of the con-
querors ; amongst the prisoners was a nephew of
Eguia, who had lost an arm, and several other
officers, one or two of whom were Germans ; all of
them were treated with humanity and even with
kindness as 1 myself witnessed. One of the first
requests of the town to the General-in-chief was,
that he should effect an exchange of these pri-
soners for an equal number of the Nationals, whom
the Carlists held prisoners since the taking of
Ochandiano, Plencia, and other villages of the
provineces. Geperal Espartero agrecing thereto,
a message was sent to the Carlist head quarters,
and, finally, after much reluctance on their part,
they consented to exchange the Nationals; ac-
cordingly, in the beginning of February, about
~0 of the Nationals, all that were left alive, were
released from the mines, where they had been
sentenced to labour, and brought to the Puente
Nueva, where they were cxchanged for an equal
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number of Carlists. But no words
scribe the wretched state of these
beings ; worn down and emaciated nﬂﬂl ur
and blows, covered with sores, and clad ir : '7': |
ley rags, they more resembled spectres tha
human beings. Nay, so far did their vindictive
and merciless foes carry their feelings of reveng
that it was reported, and currently believed, that
an attempt was made to poison these unhapp
wretches on the road; certain it is, that ]
died within a few days of their being exchanged
while nearly all were for a long time sick.
fact, the conduct of the Carlists, towards their
prisoners, was so atrocious, that their she
of the unfortunate English who fell into t
hands, may almost be considered as an -
mercy, compared with the tortures inflicted | |
those whose lives were for the time spﬂmd

in vain for any of the partizans of the Pre :'f,..ﬁi.:
deny this, for all the inhabitants of Bilbao aﬂ -
Sebastian can testify to the miserable and h
conceivable state of the prisoners whom t
Carlists brought to exchange, while those &
received were stout, well-fed, fellows, fit '.
direct to the ranks; the poor Christinos being

for nought but the hospital.*

® Bee letter on thiz subject in the * Bilbains” of ﬂll 2nd
June, 1837, from a private soldier, prisoner to tham A
dressed to his Captain, whersin he states that of his company
alone, thirty-eipht had died from bad treatment !
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The relief which the decree of General Espar-
tero afforded to the trade of the town, was not
destined to be of long continuance; for the go-
vernment of Madrid, with characteristic impolicy,
by an order dated the 14th March, directed, that
instead of the moderate duties fixed by General
Espartero’s edict, not less than 24rs. was to
be paid on the introduction of each fanega
of wheat, or hundred weight of flour ; these duties
(equal to 25s. per quarter of wheat, and 5s. on
cach hundred weight of flour) were prohibitory,
and thus, within two months from the date of
their high-flown protestations of endless gratitude
to the city which had made such sacrifices for the
cause, the cortes and ministry contrived to give the
world an excellent proof of how soon they forgot
their promises, and how skilful they were at
starving their own army; for now the population
of Bilbao had dwindled down to less than 10,000
souls, while there were above 25,000 soldiers in
and around the town; consequently, even allow-
g a free ingress of provisions, which was no
more than the inhabitants were entitled to, it was
clear that the army would be fed so much the
cheaper. But this is just a sample of the care-
less, unreflecting manner, in which the Madrid
government is carried on; the ministers are often
men of bustle, rarely men of business. However,
when the new orders arrived, the inhabitants re-
fused to obey them; and Espartero, aware of

G G



450 PEREONAL NARRATIVE OF

their mischievous tendency, suspended their ex-
ecution.

The weather becoming more favourable, it was
resolved that the bulk of the army, now cantoned
around Bilbao, should proceed to San Sebastian;
and preparations were made accordingly for their
embarkation. Meantime, the new fortifications
were advancing rapidly, and were already in a
respectable state of defence. Four battalions
were added to the garrison; and since the in-
tended departure of Espartero in person, with the
main body of the army to San Sebastian, would
leave the line of the Ebro rather bare of troops,
ten battalions were sent to Castro and Santander;
whence they afterwards marched to the neigh-
bourhoed of Balmaceda. On the 1st of May, an
entire division, of nearly 5000 men, was embarked
on board the fleet of steamers in the bay of Porta-
galete, in the short space of six hours; and, by
eight in the evening, were all landed at San Se-
bastian. On the 3d, the number of troops, now
gathered in and around San Sebastian, being
more than could be easily accommodated, General
Evans made a forward movement, and dislodged
the enemy from Loyola; this the Carlists resented;
and, on the Gth, at day-break, made a furicus
and sudden attack on the troops holding the posi-
tions taken on the 3d. After an obstinate combat,
they were repulsed with a heavy loss. This
action was one of the most favourable that the
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legion had been engaged in, for their loss was but
trifling compared with that of the Carlists; and, be-
sides, at the point attacked, they were far inferior
in number. The next day, General Espartero ar-
rived, bringing with him the first brigade of the
Royal Guards; and, on the following day, another
brigade, which, with the previous arrivals, in-
creased the army, now in and around San Sebas-
tian, to above 20,000 men. A few days were
passed in preparations, and bringing down the re-
mainder of the stores and equipments from Bilbao;
but all arrangements being at length completed,
orders were issued on the 13th, for the army to
advance on the following day.

We have seen that the Carlists had successfully
resisted the triple combined movement of the
queen’s generals in the month of March: they
were now menaced with another and more
serious attack, which was likely to deprive them
of the French frontier, so long their grand re-
source; in March, the Carlist army was neither
equipped nor sufficiently organized for an invasion
of Castille; in May, every thing had been ob-
tained from France, and their army was on a good
working footing : in March, the Ebro and its tribu-
taries were unfordable; im May, they could easily
be crossed. Therefore, the policy which made
the Carlists cling to their lines in front of San
Sebastian in March, made them attach far less im-
portance to them in May. It was resolved accord-

GG 2
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ingly intheir councils, that when Espartero, with his
army, should have fairly gone to San Sebastian,
the invasion of the provinces beyond the Ebro
should take place. In pursuance of this plan, re-

ports were spread abroad of the determination of

the Carlists to defend the French frontier at all
hazards, and of their firm intention to dispute the
advance to Hernani inch by inch. These ramours,
Jjoined to the wishes of General Evans, the orders
from the Madrid government, and the idea en-
tertained by most of the Spanish generals, that
even if the Carlists did take advantage of the ab-
sence of the army on the Ebro to march inte
Castille, that they would not be found so formid-
able as in the provinces— induced, probably,
Espartero to unite the finest part of his army with
General Evans’ division, for the purpose of clear-
ing the French frontier.

Certain that the bulk of the northern army
was now gathered around San Sebastian, the
Carbst army prepared to march. On receiving
authentic intelligence from France and San Se-
bastian itself, that the advance would take place
on the 14th May, the Infante Don Sebastian,
with six battalions, left the lines of Hernani and
marched to join his uncle, the pretender, at
Estella, where, on the 17th, they mustered their
united forces, above 12,000 men, whereof about
half were Navarrese and Alavese, the rest Castil-

B
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lians and deserters from the queen’s army.
After deducting this large body of troops, there
still remained thirteen battalions for the defence
of the lines at Hernani, and about ten other bat-
talions were kept in the vicinity of Pamplona,
Vitoria, and Bilbao.

Sunday, the 14th May, beheld the advance of the
Spanish army, the forcing of the lines and capture
of Hernani, after a trifling defence by the enemy,
who had previously carried off his cannon—the
troops pushed on and took the next village of
Andoain, which closed the day’s work; two days
later the division of General Evans reduced Irun
and Fuenterabia; the former made a good de-
fence, the latter none. In these actions, above
800 prisoners were made by the British legion,
while above twenty pieces of cannon were found in
the forts taken; nor was one of the prisoners
in any wise injured, although the decree of
Durango was invariably enforced against such of
{he unfortunate English who fell into the hands
of the foe. All this forbearance was perfectly
fruitless and unavailing; the enemy attributed 1t
tn fear. But a few months later, the Carlists
shewed in their treatment of the soldiers of the
legion, who were taken at Andoain, how little
they were affected by the humanity of their op-
ponents, It, indeed, appears very questionable
policy for a general to value the lives of his own
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soldiers at less than those of his enemies: to be go
careless of his own men, so watchful over the safety
of their foes.

The long coveted frontier was now closed to the
Carlists, and in possession of the Christinos. The
provinee of Guipuscoa, which had seen its swarm-
ing youth perish by thousands before San Sebas-
tian and Vitoria, now murmured loudly against
the system of operations which had abandoned
nearly one-third of its surface to the enemy,
The Guipuscoans aware of all they had*done, and
the sacrifices they had made for the cause of the
pretender, could not understand that policy which
left them in a manner defenceless. However, the
queen’s generals manifested no disposition to pur-
sue their advantages, but contented themselves
with improving the fortifications of Irun and Her-
nanml. The time of service for the legion having
expired, that corps was dissolved, and General
Evans, with most of the officers and men, re-
turned to England.

Now while at San Sebastian all was triumph, let
us turn to the progress of the Carlist main army.
As soon as the concentration of their army at
Sanguesa gave clear indication of their intended
route, General Iribarren, who had succeeded
to the aged and worn out Sarsfield, collected
his troops and marched after them. Overtaking
their army at Huesca, he ventured an attack
without waiting for the coming up of Buerens, and
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was repulsed and mortally wounded. Near Bar-
bastro another action took place, wherein Gene-
ral Conrad, the commander of the French legion,
was killed by his own men, who now pretty
evenly distributed their favours, there being about
as many on the side of the pretender, as on that
of Isabel. At the passage of the Cinca, General
Oraa (who from being the second in command to
Espartero, was now commander-in-chiefof thearmy
of the centre) destroyed the Carlist rear-guard.
Still, after all these rough encounters, the pretender
got safe into Catalufia with 9 or 10,000 men. Here
he was joined by the Catalan bands, but their united
forces were easily beaten by the Baron de Meer
(the queen’s general In Catalufia) at Guisona.
However, the loss fell chiefly upon the Catalans,
and the generals of the pretender, having soon
rallied their troops, left the Catalans to manage
their own matters, and crossed the Ebrointo Valen-
cia,the Baron de Meer giving them little or no trou-
ble. Next we behold the pretender gver-running
the country, even to the gates of Madrid ; while a
second expedition, under Zariategui,” penetrates
into Castille, and takes Segovia and Valladolid.
The government of Madrid recal Espartero to
save the capital; but that prudent general, in-
stead of marching by Segovia, where he must
have come upon Zariategui's division, turned off
to the left, and thus allowed the Navarrese chief

* This expedition was chiefly composed of Basque battalions,
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to get off with all his plunder. Nevertheless, if the
queen's general did not suceced in defeating her
majesty’s enemies, he certainly succeeded in de-
feating her majesty’s ministers, for, getting up a
mutiny among the officers of the guards, Espartero
declared the ministry to be unworthy of confidence,
and demanded their dismissal. Had the Calatrava
administration possessed the requisite firmness,
they would have arrested the ungenerous chief,
who, at sach a erisis, could think of adding to
the embarrassments of his sovereign and country ;
but they hesitated, and resigned. The aristocratic
party mow got possession of the government,
and Espartero set off to destroy (so he gave
out,) the pretender’s army. Several severe
actions were fought ; and, in the end, the Carlist
generals, finding subsistence scarce, and haying
collected and sent into the Basque provinces
much plunder and many thousand recruits, now
determined to retrace their steps, and winter in
the northern provinces ; where, as before, they
could with safety recruit, equip, and re-organize
their army, which had suffered severcly in this
rough campaign, not half the force returning
which had left the provinces six months previous.
However, it cannot be denied that this irrup-
tion into Castille produced serious injury to the
queen’s cause. Central Spain, from one end to
the other, is over-run with bands, led by ruffians,
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who assume the names of ** the Eternal Father,”
¢ the Holy Ghost,” &c.; but which it must be
supposed imply neither profamty nor blasphemy,
seeing that they espouse the cause of the priest-
hood. In Aragon, sinece the loss of Morella, Ge-
peral Oraa is hard pushed to make head against
Cebreva, while in the northern provinces the
queen’s generals have withdrawn several of their
garrisons. The fifth year of this eventful struggle
has now closed ; and although the pretender may
have succeeded in spreading the war over the
provinces of Castille, it may still be doubted if he
is at all nearer the throne of Spain than when at
Chamusca. Of course the high-church party in
the Peninsula will strain every nerve to prolong
the contest; to them, the misery and desolation
thereby occasioned is matter of triumph.

The Carlists will no doubt pursue in the next
campaign, the same policy as in the last : during
the winter whilst their main body is re-organizing
in the Basque provinces, safe from all disturbance,
small bands are launched forth over the provinces
to scour the country, burn and plunder the wil-
lages, collect recruits, and weary the troops with
endless marching. Not only are the queen’s
forces harassed by these numerous bands, who
ravage the country with the speed and cruelty of
a horde of Tartars, but the civil government itself
is completely broken down by these marauding ex-
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cursions—the laws are trampled under foot—jus-
tice is not administered—no taxes are paid to the

state—the young men are carried off to fill the

Carlist ranks. This is the dismal picture which
one-half of Spain presents. There is no security
for the husbandman—none for the dwellers in
villages or small towns; so that it is most pro-
bable that not two years more will pass over with-
out the country being visited by a famine like that
of 1812, and thus the horrors of this terrible
drama will be deepened.

Should it be asked, what probability exists of
this strife being soon terminated, the reply in
my opinion should be, None. The aristocratic
party are determined to have the rule of the state,
now that the church party is thrown over, but
they cannot find among them a man of energy
and abilities. Men of moderate talents and capa-
cities abound ;: nor are men wanting who, at
times, can display energy and vigour enough—but
it is not lasting. Spain wants a Mirabeau ; and
before she can hope to finish the civil war, which,
like a devouring flame, lays waste her provinees,
she must take a leaf out of the history of the
French Convention. Both soldiers and citizens
will become weary of finding all their sacrifices
rendered unavailing by treachery or incapacity.
Asin France, after the death of Mirabeau, so it is
now in Spain :—
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s A mynad hands like shadows weak, or gtiff and sharp as
bestial claws,

And seck to rule the flactuant mass that bears their couniry's
Tlife and laws"*

Here the “ hands like shadows weak,” are the
different administrations which have had their
hour in Madrid — excepting that of Calatrava.
The * bestial claws ” none can misapply in refer-
ring to Cabrera, the Eternal Father, the Bullman,
and other worthies of that stamp. There is thus
every probability of the coming campaign proving
as indecisive as the last, and having no other
result than that of increasing largely the miseries
of the country. There are too many military men
on both sides, who are interested in prolonging
the war, for it to be at all likely that a speedy
termination will take place. Can any one ex-
pect that the pretender will withdraw from the
contest as long as he can find followers ?
There is not the smallest chance of his taking
such a step. Each succeeding winter will see
his forces recruiting themselves in the Basque
provinces, to sally forth with returning spring to
lay waste the provinces of Castille, and thus the
war bids fair to be interminable. Nor 1s it at all
probable that foreign intervention will take place;
for not only is the peculiar character of the Spa-
niards of all parties, with but few exceptions,
oppoesed to all interference of foreigners with

* Blackwood's Magazine for Fobruary, 1Ba8.
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their affairs ; but it is evident that France would
not interfere, without exacting terms which neither
constitutional Spain nor Great Britain would con-
sent to. On the other hand, for England herself to
interfere in this second Spanish war of suceession
with effect, not less than 50,000 men would be
needed, and many millions of money ; therefore,
it is scarcely necessary to say, no British states.
man would entertain the idea for an instant.
Well, then, it may be asked, since Don Carlos
receives succours from all parts of Europe, when
from England furions No Popery-men send con-
tributions to the man whose banner is the dirty
habit of St. Francis and Loyola, when even the
heads of the Dutch reformed church, and the
Eastern Greek church send money and effects to
the pet of the Pope, shall the cause of the young
queen, the cause of the representative system,
find no support? While absolute monarehs eome
forward so freely with their aid to a struggling
would-be usurper—not from any conviction of
the justice of his claim, but from sympathy with
his principles—shall no assistance be given to the
constitutionalist party of Spain, who have de-
voted their lives and fortunes to the noble task of
rescuing their country from the degrading rule of
the priesthood? Many and glaring faults have
the constitutionalists committed, some hardly un-
avoidable, and nearly all arising from a desire to
conciliate their ferocious opponents; but those
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should not excite the displeasure of their well-
wishers, while these should claim the sympathy of
the humane. For notwithstanding all that has been
written by venal pens dilating on the dangers to
be apprehended to Europe in general, from the
democratic tendency of the Spanish revolution,
it is a notorious fact that the partisans of the
Constitution, of whose republican theories so much
apprehension was pretended, to suit his own pur-
poses, by the King of the French, are almost wholly
of the higher and middling classes ; and who ever
heard of the mass of owners of property advo-
cating either civil war or ultra democratical prin-
ciples? Indeed, this ill founded and would-be
sarcasm, comes with an exceedingly bad grace
from a prince, who, at the time when, by the
spontaneous choice of the French nation, he was
called upon to reign over France, was, from fear
of assassination on the part of his loving sub-
jects, obliged to have his carriage wadded, his
guards doubled, trebled; the streets lined with
military when he went on public service; and no
stranger was suffered to approach him without the
most jealous precautions; while the fair cousin
of the King of the French, although in the hands
of these so styled fierce republicans, did, never-
theless, walk, ride, and drive about the streets of
her capital every day, without any guards at all;
nor did any of these democrats, so dreadful in the
eves of Louis Philippe and his ministers, ever offer
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the slightest insult, much Jess attempt to assassi-
nate her, .

Certainly it would be a great libel upon the sg-
called free states, if it occurred that the spread of
their principles were of less importance to them,
than the triumph of despotism was to the irre-
sponsible monarchs of the continent. The Spanish
question, were it an isolated case, might safely be
left to the two contendmg parties for arrangement;
but, unfortunately, as an international question, it
becomes more than ever interesting to us; for,
since the invention of steam, the whole northern
seaboard of Spain is virtually as near to Bristol as
Scotland : wherefore, we are more interested in the
question of Spanish policy now, than we have been
at any other time ; and, of course, are bound to give
every reasonable support to the cause of the orphan
queen, combined as it is with hereditary right,
undoubted justice, and the advancement of re-
sponsible and representative governments. And
there is, probably, no method by which Great
Britain could so effectually, and at so little cost,
assist the Queen of Spain, as by guaranteeing a
loan for the service of that country. With the
guarantee of England, the money would be raised
at 4 per cent.; without that security the money-
mongers would not lend at 12, With the guarantee
of England, five millions of pounds borrowed,
would produce five millions of pounds nett;
whereas, when Spain last borrowed on her own
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credit, (or rather on that of Count Toreno,) eight
millions only produced a little more than four
millions. The interest upon a loan of five millions,
supposing it raised at 4 p. °/ (with 1 p. %, annually
for & sinking fund) would amount to £250,000
yearly, which might be charged upon some especial
revenue, Of course it would be but justice to
Great Britain, that, in the event of a loan being
raised with her guarantee, the expenditure should
be in part controlled by a special commissioner,
appointed for that purpose; nor ought the whole
of the money to be expended at once, but dis-
tributed over a period of at least three years.
This sum, together with their own resources,
would enable the Queen’s government to keep the
army in a state of efficiency which could hardly
fail to maintain its superiority over that of the
Pretender. Nor is it likely that D. Carlos would
be able to hold his ground for three years more,
against the daily consolidating power of the Cortes.
The maturing age of the young Queen, by mspiring
hopes and projects of a matrimonial alliance,
would tend to weaken the party of the Pretender,
both in Spain and the North.

After the departure of the main body of the
Carlist army, hostilities languished in the pro-
vinces: the principal part of the Queen’s forces in
the north of Spain were stationed around San
Sebastian : their number was, however, too small
to attempt any offensive operations.  Count



464 PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF

Mirasol, left in command of this division
General Espartero, failed to gain the affections of
his men, a mutiny ensued, wherein a valued friend
of the author, Colonel Francis Ebsworth, whose
name has been previously mentioned in this work,
as one of the most distinguished defenders of
Bilbao during the first siege, and who was then
acting upon Count Mirasol's staff, fell a vietim to
his zeal and devotion to his duty, being shot
by the mutineers, when attempting to save the
life of his chief; and to this heroje act, General
Mirasol owes his life, as he himself acknowledged.
In Bilbao, the occurrences since the author’s
departure have been very trifling. The fortifications
are now so strong, as to leave small inducement
to the enemy for repeating a siege; besides, in
Biscay the war is dwindled away, so that scarcely
any act of hostility is committed by either party.
The feeling in favour of the Pretender, formerly so
rife in Biscay, has greatly declined: and many
of the inhabitants, despairing of success, have
emigrated to America, and more have deserted
to the Christinos ; infact, the foraging expeditions
of the Carlists, which overrun the provinces, to
sweep off thousands of recruits, to be trained, fed,
and equipped, at the cost of Biscay and Guipuseoa,
have greatly dissatisfied the inhabitants, who eon-
sider themselves ill used. All this 18, however, in
the nature of things, and cannot be avoided by
the Pretender, even if he wished it, which it is
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hardly to be supposed he does; for D. Carlos
aims at the crown of Spain, not at that of Navarre
only.

The question of the fueros has engaged the
attention of the Spanish Cortes in rather a singular
manner: in April, General Espartero published a
proclamation, confirming the fieros: at this stretch
of authority, the Cortes very naturally took um-
brage, and voted the proclamation unconstitutional.
Subsequently, however, on the question coming
before the house in another shape, the Cortes de-
clined entering upon the subject. Indeed, it
appears to me probable, that the Spamsh govern-
ment and the Cortes wonld have no objection to
confirm the jfueros of the provinces, with a few
trivial alterations; and this, with the guarantee of
England and France, might probably induce the
inhabitants to abandon the cause of the Pretender,
of which they have been the main stay and sup-
port; and, without whose aid, he would be chased
forth from Spain in less than six months,

H W
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No. [.

We, the undersigned, Secretarics to, and members of the consti-
tuent Cortes of the Spanish nation, sssembled by royal deeree of
the 21st of August 1836, do hercby certify : That on the day of
the date hereof the fullowing decres has been decreed,

The Cortes, in use of the powers granted them by the consti-
tution, have decreed : First—The defemders of Bilbao, the gremerals
and soldiers of the army and navy, as well Bpanish as English,
who have been employed in raising the siege of that town, have
deserved well of the Spanish nation, Secondly—The president
of the Clortes shall write an autograph letler to Greneral Espartero,
assuring him the grateful thanks of ihe nation for his services, and
desiring him to canse the same to be notified to all the generals,
officers, and soldiers, as well of the navy as of the army, who may
have contributed to ihe defence or succour of the place : the pre-
sident is also directed to write another letter of thanks to the
right homourable Tord Jobn Hay, commodore of his Britannic
myjesty’s squadron on the coast of Cantabria, for the important
services which he has rendered our canse: a third to the munici-
pality, national gnards, and inhabitants of Bilbao, testifying the
gratitude of the nation for their exploits, and charging them to
have this letter read in public every 25th of December.
Thirdly—There shall be formed a square on the ground where
formerly stood the convent of the Capuching in this town, which
shall be styled  Plaza de Bilbao;” and in the centre there shall
be erected & monument to the memory of the heroie defenders of
Bilbao. Fourthly—The government iz authorised, in the first

HH2
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place, to defray the entire amount of the losses which the Iy
mhnhtmhnftha“mnmﬂﬂim'mthﬁ
thuthmmugmmmﬁrpmpm&m
national funds, the Clortes veserving to themwelves th
exteniding this act of justice to all other loyal towns
sula, who may have suffered for the cause of 1l
mmmmnmmmq
the city of Bilbao, in honour of its illustrious defenders:
ﬂmdplma,ﬁuaﬂaigutunﬂihﬂ._mdnnmm :
brothers of the defenders and liberators of Dilbao, :
perished, and to the military of the army, navy, and
hﬁﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂnﬂﬂﬂ,mﬂhwuﬁﬂrmrh

The President, Joaquix Marra _
Secretary, JuLiax pe Humoves,
Ira. "i'fmnﬂnn.,.

Palace of the Cortes, 14th January 1837,
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No. 11.

The CoxerrTvesT CorTes of the Bpaxmsn NaTiow to the
Towx or Briopio.

The National Congress salutes the unconguered Bilbao, It
sufficeth not to declare that Iilbao has deserved well of the
country, nor to have deerced ample indemnities to those of iis
inhabitants who have been mjured in their properiies, nor fo
have provided for the subsistence of the orphans and widows of
its valiant defenders; the Cortes consider it a duty, which they
with pleasure fulfil, to send their gratefal thanks to that hercio
population which has thnee defied the rage of faction, The first
siepe cost the rebels their most daring and fortunate leader; of
the second they were soon tired ; but on this last occasion, the
enemies of freedom, within and without the peninsnla, confede-
rated for your destruction: all their efforts, all ther sacrifices
were made for that object, as if their existence dupended upon
their triomph and your ruin.  Uur country was grieved at the
imminent ridk impending over such a weﬂ-deaerv:i:ng town, all
good Bpaniards trembled for its safety, and the representatives of
the nation were afflicted, not that it shonld surrender, for that
they scarcely deemed possible, but that it should be destroyed by
its barbarons besiegers, Bilbao neither surrendered nor was
destroyed.  Bilbao was saved—the Congress rejoices in such a
rlorions trimmph, i dtsell great and important, and more so in
the happy consequences which are like to ensue: to perpetuate
this triumph, the Cortes have decrced (among other resolutions
contamed in their decree, of which an authentic copy is anmexed,)
that this communication should be made h:.-' an _ﬂulﬂgmiﬂl lettar ¢
cumplying therewith, 1 feol myself fortunate in being selected for
such a signal honour, which 18 farther heightened by the circum-
stance that my origin is from your provinee, whersin I have been
favoured with marks of distinetion.

Joagruin Marra Freaer, Prezsident.

Palace of the Cortes, 1488 January 1837,
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No. III,

(FENERAL l'hmxfmn, Dke of Baylen, to the ConroRaATION oF
Birnao.

For deeds which surpass the limits of heroizm, it i hurd to
find language adeguate to express the feelings of admiration whick
they excite ; and since the Queen and Congress have alike bome
joyful and grateful testimony to the glories of unconguoered Bilbao,
it may appear singular for an individual to offer Ad congratula-
tions on the glory which the gallant defenders of Bilbao have so
worthily achieved, by giving an example of fidelity, courage, and
constancy, which Europe admires; but having the honour to be
a Biscayan by birth, twice olected alealde of Puortagalete, and
once deputy-general for the provinee, these titles to your acquaint-
anoe, s also that of being the most anvient general of the Spanish
army, will, I trust, be sufficient to induee the aceeptance of this
slight testimony of the sincere love T bear to my native land, and
my earnest wishes for her glory and prosperity.

Fraxasco Xavier Casranos, Duke of Baylen.

Madrid, 4th Jonwary 1837,
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No. IV.

From Pavarox, Field-Marshal of the Spanish Armies and Duke

of Zaragoza, to the Muxicipavrry of the hercie and invineible
Birnao,

Aroused my national pride, on comtemplating the noble de-
fence of the inhabitants of Bilbao, s vabant garnson, and heroc
national gmard, T feel the highest satisfaction in offering the
tribute of my congratulations for the signal vietory a third time
achieved, amidst ruins and bloodshed, over those misguided
wretches who vainly dared to pollute, with sacrilegious tread, the
sacred ground.

The vencrable shades of the heroes who perished for the defence
of renowned Zuragoza, rejoiced gloriously in their silent mansions,
that their much loved country still possessed gons hke themselves:
like those heroes of other days, Dilbao has enstained the long
agony of & protracted confliet, which triumph crowned at last,
and, like them, the brave who have laid down ther lives for
their country, rich in the grateful memory of their brethren,
pencefully rest in their laurelled grave.

Bilbao has ennobled our glorious cause with the sacrifices of
her children, and of her riches: shall such be in vain? No.
Liberties thus dearly purchased shall be indestructible, and the
august throne of the second Izabel, the ark and emblem of Spanish
freedom, shall derive new strength, new firmness from them.

Happy should 1 have besm had fate permitted me to partake of
your glories, but if the memory of one of the defenders of the
immortal Zaragoza finds favour with yon, mest gladly would 1
cherish the honour of belonging to your unconquersd national
guard ; it would be a fresh distinction for my declining age,

Unconguered Bilbao, accept from a grey-headed soldier the
sineerest and warmest tribute of admiration for your heroie deeds,
the most ardent vows for your prosperity, and that Bilbao may
always be the Imlwark of Spanish liberty, the pride of the free,
the admiration of all.

Pavarox, Duke of Zaragoza.

Madrid, 14th January 18937,
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No. V.
mﬁj'
State of the Force of the ngnm fﬁ ’

WFﬂmmmﬂﬂlvﬂ!ﬂﬂnﬂ 1836,

Names or tex Poaces, - Eég Eg ..l d

o |E =g &
Convent of San Mamés .. ...| .. ..l .. | sl269
Convent of Capuchinos......| .. |-.|..
qurmﬁm:,,,,..,r,, S
Bridgo of Luchiina .. .. ... .of-cs Jistiol vl
Convent of Bursefin . .......[ .. - P

| e == =
o ¥ _:‘T' = " =~ =1 e A

Nm._mlnmwnf
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No. VI.

STaTE of the Forcks composing the Garmisoxs
- in the Forts on the River, 10th Nov, 1836.

-

Wames or i Prices.

Chisfs.
Oificera,
Soldiars.
 hiafs,
Offimera.

o]
Convent of San Mames. .|..L 10011 276 1o 311 |
Convent of Capuchines . .|..|..]|. |..]. 4], . 130 130
Fort of the Banderas ....L.J..|..|..].. 50140 || ¢ 150
Bridge of Luchana .y ....[e.ls.]ed]..]. . ap|l 2| 40
Comvont of Bursefin . ...[..[. .|..[. ..+ 128 5 187
Convent of Desierto ....[..[..1 .|, 125| 7| 137

Pl ———
840
Nate.—The Tofantry consisted of __
Rﬂgimmt n'f TUEI-I e B A F0E ST SEF .Hl'jﬂl-"
- 4th Light Infantry ., 484
L = B0,

B ITo L e A R R 39

- Artllery and SBappors. 67
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No, VII.

ARMY OF THE NORTIL —Smxmn Divizstow,

Srarn of the Loss sustained by the Garrison of Bilbao, from.
23rd of October, to the 25th of December,

Hoyal ArGlery coeeasarnesssuss
Enﬁml LE N EEEEREEERENEEEENNENE]

= Laredo....... e SH

s Fourth Light Infantry,
1] Tm.l-illl-lillll---l-i

e w-ililllll!!
bl Alcazar de San Junn ..

Cozndores of Bisoay ..iviaceonas
Natiopa] Militia,
Detachments of diferent He-
E'im“..,-' ------ TR E ]

{7enera]l Stafl,
Four General Officers stightly }
wrounded

L-ﬁ.ti]]ﬂ]ﬂ Fm ammEeE A F R

mmﬁnwdmmﬁﬂm

AL as s ssasnssngtagpesnasrasssaaimmnEsatenadansss u:i--.'-}
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No. VIIIL

Account of the Exrenprrure of AMMuniTiON, &c.
during the second Siege of Bilbao.

SHELLS.

14 Inch ’ : ; . No. 250

7 Inch . . . 5,256

44 Inch : : . . 250

Hand Grenades : - : 850
G.O86

BOUND =2HOT.

Of 36 Ih. : . " . No. 522

24 L 1 . 5 1,875

22 . | . ; 1,116

18 . . . . 305

16 ; 3 - : 1,308

12 4 . . : 1,750

5 : . . : 2,056

(i - A . & T34

4 : : : 3 aa0
— 10,288

GRAPE AND CANISTER.

a6 - ; i - No. 60

24 ¥ ! : - 178

16 F A % : 144

12 " . . “ B4

18 : ' . . af

22 . . . ‘ 30

B ; - y - To

7 howitzer . - . 40

i A . : 4 48

L y : 3 % 1582
— 775
Total number of rounds . . 17,747
————
Musquet Cartridges . . . No. 548,000

Clunpowder . ‘ ewt, THE

—

Betwesn the 24th of Octoler and the 25tk of December, 18386,
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478 APPENDIX.

No, XI.

Hrate of the Brass and Inow Orpsavcr belonging to, aml
within the City of Bilbao and its Dependencies, 10th
November, 15837.
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Mortars.| Howitzers Brass andl Lron Ordsapoe,
luih. Trrds, Pemudars,
18764 6y | 5 363924 PHNBIENT 8] 6| 4]
16 tha Arenal rPﬂrq“Hﬂt} AT 1 =a Haslaa]Beestsdliataa | 2
-A-L I-.I-‘H “'Ii.llﬂ'-D. E‘Elﬂ ....... i 1 1 - IEE RN ] ml jmnfomw 1--. -a
r'rﬂll'ilil:h dﬂ-q- ----- ok t nE E . I'-II TElEd | 1|| -m ia
Miraville, do,.....[ 0 [ 2 [ 1 | . oo echo b bl 2l 0 0
Circus, battery.... 0« | 1| 3 | .. |[1].]2)afal.] 1] af..
MH.II-D.I:I.I-. d'ﬂ....... U] ss 1 1 Ty
1
1

e el i..l—l-ll-l:
—_

Total i the Townt...| 1 | 5] 6 [ .. [l1l..
1 =g -'.

4

Convent of Sun Maméat .| .. | .. b an) X

Blockhouse of Banderas o o« [+« | .o | o0 ILolooles
Convent of Bursena, .. ..o. TR (7 T (e | el ey b S R e Sl e 7 U
Cﬂmnt'ﬂrnﬂliﬂﬂl:liuiun-. we | wa e il i) Fsa|leafua|on]an am -3--

2

Fi

1

Town of Portagulete .,eeeel o« | 1 | oo | oo loilool2loclin ] .'il_-!.. e
Totaloessl 1 | 6] 7 | 20 [12]2(7]2 |2 1 12135 7 8|
leﬂnhythalﬂ‘mm;....,.. i W B S s 1 R s 11| #1
1|66 |.. [1]e]6/e]e 1] oltele|iss

ﬂ'ﬁ;‘;ﬂijﬁ o i el wo baw Losllelatal ol anlal..

Total on the 1at Jun. 1858| 1 | 6 | 6 | .. |1[2[1%]5]6]1 15| 417[:

* Aa the Parque wos in the Arenal, oll the guns stationed at the Theutre
Battery, thuse of the Cwiss snd Zeodeji are considered as being in the

Pargue. :
t This wos the siwtioning of the guns on the 10th November; various

alterations were made afterwarda.  Malloos, at the end of the Eiege, oon”

tained eleven pisces of all calibros,
$ Oneof the pieces ot San Mamés was o twolve-pounder carronade, bar-

rowed from H. M., 8, Saracen, .

§ The ¥ udid taken from the ENYIMY Were very mueh !il:l.jul"m"; aevaral of
them were nearly unservicoable, The best was s long twenty-four-pounder,
made ¢f wrenght iron, a beautiful piece of ordnsnce.
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WORKS

NECERTLY PUBLTEMED BY

SMITH, ELDER, AND CO. CORNHILL.

THE CELEERATED BLIND TRAAVELLER,

In & vols. deny 8vo, cloth, illustrated by highly-finished Lithagraphic Figws,
price 145, sach.

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD;

. TIncluding Travels in Afriea, Asia, Australasia, America, &, &ee.
Hy Lieut, Jamss Horman, KN, F.R.3,

“ This episode in the record of Travels is almost incredible.”—Atlsa,

o This publication is one of the literary wonders of the age." —Spectator.

“ For this wolume we cannot but anticipate » circolaton as wide, we were
gﬂhgwm say, ns {he Author's Travels."—[aterary Gasette,

» We have seldom met with any work so repleto with interesting information.”
—ﬂ'hlrl'lll'n
~  Ligatenant Tolman's work is one of the most extraonlinary that has ever
appeared in any age or coantry.'—True Sun.

THE HISTORY OF BRAZIL,

Trom the Pariod of the arival of the Dragaonza Family in 1809, to the Abdi-
cation of Don Padro the First, in 1831, forming a continuation to
SOUTHEY’S HISTORY OF BRAZIL
By Jorw Anwrrace, Esq.

Tree vals, oo, price 245, boards.

s These volumes will supply a very useful sequel to the admired work of Dr.
Southey, ond we consider them a vajuable addition to oar historical Library."—
Literary Gozette.

41 This is an elaborate and valuable history of the Brazilian Empire, and one

v which the Commercial world may reler for much iemportant informeation. " —
Nuval and Military Gazette.

In one volume, 1Zmo. Tlustrated, price G
THE PRISONERS OF ABD-EL-KADER :
Og, Frve Mowtas' CarriviTy AMONO THE Aama,
By Monsieur A. ni Fraxce, Lieatenant in the French Navy.
Translated by R. F. PortER.

¢ This book, while it bears internal evideoce of its teuth, has much of the
interest of a romance.”—Menikly Chronicle.



New Works published by Surru, Euber, & Co.
THE DIARY OF A SOLITAIRE:

O, Sketeh of a Pedestrian Exeursion through part of Swizerland, With 1 Fre-
fatory Address; and Notes, personal and ganaral,
T dearg Bvo, prive Ga. borrds.

VINEYARDS AND WINES,
The produce af Bpuin and Franee, and of our Colonies in New Soath Wales.

Juzt published, ix demy o, price 42, boards,
A JOURNAL
OF A LICENT
VISIT TO THE PRINCIPAL VINEYARDS OF SPAIN
AND FRANCE.

With some Remarks on the very limited quantity of the finest
}Fiqes_pmduced throughout t{m World, and their consequent
ntrinsic value; an attempt to caleulate the profits of cultivatin
the Vine; « Catalogue of the different varietios of Grape; an
an estimate of the profits of Malaga Fruits; together with
Observations relative to the introduction of the Vine into New
South Wales.

BY JAMES BUSBY, ESQ.

“ The weal und enterprise displayed by Mr, Dushy in the collection of infor-
mation on the subipect of the Vine, for the use and benefit of the Settlers in New
South Wales, menit the highest commendation. The prospeet of adding Wine
and Rasins to the Ipmdunu of New South Walcs, appears 1 be excecdingly

ising. His fellow Colonists are also indebied to him for wery valuabie
imformstion relative to the enlture of the Ofive."' —Court Journal.

“ We strungly recommend Mr. Dusby’s excallent Jitile work, as the most full,
nccurate, and practical of any wo have scen."—Geatleman’s Magosine.
= No praise that we can offer will go beyond the meriis of ihis wsefol and
interesting publication.”—The Sun.

BELGIUM AND HOLLAND;

With Sketehes of the Society ond Manners, Habits and Customs
of the Belgans and Duteh, and Details of the Revolution
of 1830, :
By Pryse L. Gorporw, Ese. Author of “ A Guide to ltaly ;"
“ Memoirs and Reminizeences of Men and Manners,” &,

In twe vels. deny Vmo. lilustrated with highly findahed Lithographic Pletes,
price 15& cloth,

«* Wir. Giordon has supplied us with 2 book which contains more infermation
concerning Belgium than any other we are uainted with. Thers ale many
usefal hints in it which Travellers in all Countrigs may profit by, and which as
person about ta visit Belgiom should neglect to stady."—Courier.

* This is one of these woiks for which there will always be a demand ; it

ges afford amusement and information to the n:;rl.lv;rr at home, and it s just annh
a production as what a troveller and stranger in Delgivm needs,"— Literary
Gurzetie.

SMITH, ELDER, AND CO. CORNHILL, LONDOXN.
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