Mz. Cray.—Mr. President, never on any former oceasion have I risen under feelings of
such painful solicitude. I have seen many periods of great anxiety, of peril, and of danger in
this country, and I have never before risen to address any assemblage so oppressed, so appall-
ed, and soﬁmlxious; and sir, 1 hope it will not be out of place to do here, W}.la:t again- and
again I have done in my private chamber, to implore of Him who holds the destinies of nations
and individuals in His hands, to bestow upon our country His blessing, to calm the violence and
rage of party, to still passion, to allow reason once more to resume its empire. And may §
not ask of Him too, sir, to bestow on his humble servant now before him the blessing of his
smiles, and of sirength and ability to perform the work which now lies before him? Sir, I
have said that I have seen other anxious periods in the history of our country, and if I were
to venture, Mr. President, to trace to their original source the cause of all our present dan-
gers, difficulties, and distraction, I should ascribe it to the violence and intemper_ance of party
spirit. T'o party spirit! Sir, in the progress of this session we have had the testimony of two
Senators here, who, however they may differ on other matters, concur in the existence of
that cause in originating the unhappy differences which prevail throughout the country, on
the subject of the institution of slavery. = .

Parties, in their endeavors to obtain the one ascendancy over the other, catch at every
passing or floating plank in order to add strength and power to each. We have been told
by the two Senators to whom I have referred, that each of the parties at the North, in its
turn, has moved and endeavored to obtain the assistance of a small party called abolitionists,
i order that the scale in its favor might preponderate against that of its adversary.  And all
around us, every where, we see too many evidences of the existence of the spirit and intem-
perance of party. I might go to other legislative bodies than that which is assembled in Con-
gress, and I might draw from them illustrations of the melancholy truth upon which I am
dwelling, but I need not pass out of this capitol itself. I say it, sir, with all deference and

. respect to that other portion of Congress assembled in the other wing of this capitol ; but what
; have we seenthere? During this very session one whole week has been exhausted—I think
| about a week—in the vain endeavor to elect a doorkeeper of the House.

And, Mr. President, what was the question in this struggle to elect a doorkeeper? It was
not as to the man or the qualities of the man, or who is best adapted to the situation. It was
whether the doorkeeper entertained opinions upon certamn national measures coincident with
this or that side of the House. That was the sole question which: prevented the election of
a doorkeeper for about the period of a week. Sir, I make no reproaches—none, to either
portion of that House ; I state the fact; and I state the fact to draw from it the conclusion
and to express the hope that there will be an endeavor to check this violence of party.

Sir, what vicissitudes do we not pass through in this short mortal career of ours? Fight
years, or nearly eight years ago, 1 took my leave finally, and, as I supposed, forever, from
this body. At that time I did not conceive of the possibility of ever again returning to it.
And if my private wishes and particular inclinations, and the desire during the short remnant
of my days to remain in repose and quiet, could have prevailed, you would never have seen
me occupying the seat which I now oceupy upon this floor. The Legislature of the State
to which I belong, unsolicited by me, chose to designate me for this station, and I have come
here, sir, in obedience to a sense of stern duty, with no personal objects, no private views,

_1ow or hereafter, to gratify. I know, sir, the Jealousies, the fears, the apprehensions which
are engendered by the existence of that party spirit to which I have referred ; but if there
be in my hearing now, in or out of this Capitol, any one who hopes, in his racs Sl




