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and deflend mysell, defying all the power on earth to expel me or drive me from the sittation
in which I am placed. gnd would there not be more safety in fighting within the Union
than out of it? Suppose your rights to be violated, suppose wrong Lo be done you, aggres-
sions to be perpetrated upon'you, can you not better vindicate them—if you have occasion
to resort to the last necessity, Lhe sword, for a restoration of those rights—within, and with the
sympathies of a large portion of the population of the Union, than by being without the

nion, when a large portion of the pcpulation have sympathies adverse to your own? You
can vindicate your rights within the Union better than if expelled from the Union, and driven
from it without ceremony and without authority.

Siry I have said that I thought there was no right on the part of one or more States to
secede from the Union. I think so. The Constitution of the United States was made not
merely for the generation that then existed, but for posterity—unlimited, undefined, endless,
perpetual posterity. And every State that then: came into the Union, and every State that
has since come into the Union, came into it binding itself, by indissoluble bands, to remain
within the Union itsell, and to remaiu within it by its posterity forever. Like another of
the sacred connexions, in private life, it is a marriage which no human authority can digsolve
or divorce the parties from. And if I may be allowed to refer to some examples in private
life, let me say to the North and to the South, what husband and wife say to each other
We have mulual faults ; neither of ne is perfect ; nothing in the form of humanity is per-
foct; let usy then, be kind to each other—forbearing, orgiving each other’s faults--and
above all, let us live in happiness and peace together. .

Mn President, 1 havesaid, what I solemnly believe, that dissolution of the Union and
war are identical aud inevitable ; that they are convertible terms; and such a war as it
would be, following a dissolution of the Union ! Sir, we may search the pages of history,
and none so ferocious, so bloody, so implacable, so exterminating—not even the wars of
Greece, including those of the Commoners of England and the revolutions of F rance—none,
none of them all would rage with such violence, or be characterized with such bloodshed and
enormities as would the war which must succeed, if that event ever happens, the dissolution
of the Union. And what would be its termination? Standing armies, and navies, to an ex-
tent stretehing the revenues of each portion of the dissevered members, would take place. An
exterminating war would followe-not, sir, a war of two or three years dutation, but a war of
interminable duration—and exterminating wars would ensue, until, after the struggles and ex-
haustion of both parties, gome Philip or Alexander, some Casar or Napoleon, would arise and
tut the Gordian knet, and solve the problem of the capacity of man for self-government, and
¢rush the llberties of both the severed portions of this common empire. Can you doubt it ?

Look at all history—consult her pages, ancient or modern—look at human nature ; look at
the contest in which you would be engaged in the supposition of war following upen the dis-
solution of the Union, suchas | have suggested ; and 1 ask you if it is possible for you to
toubt that the final disposition of the whole would be some despot treading down the liber-
ties of the people==the final result would be the extinction of this last and glorious light which
is leading all mankind, who are gazing upon it, in the bope and anxious expectation that the
liberty which prevails here will sooner or later be diffused throughout the whole of the civil-
ized world. Sir, can you lightly contemplate these consequences? Can you yield yourself
to the tyranny of passion, amid dangers which I have depicted in colors far too tame of what
the result would be if that direful event to which I have referred should ever occur? Sir, 1
implore gentlemen, I adjure them, whether fiom the Senth or the North, by all that they
hold dear in this world—by all their love of liberty==by all their veneration for their ances-
tors==by all their regard for posterity——by all their gratitude to Him who has bestowed on
them such unnumbered and countless blessings—by all the duties which they owe to man-
Kind-—=and by all the duties which they owe to themselves, to pause, solemnly to pause at the
edge of the precipice, before the fearful and-dangerous leap is taken into the yawning abyss
below, from which none who ever take it shull return in safety.

Finally, Mr. President, aud in conclusion, I implore, as the best blessing which Heaven
can bestow upon me, upon earth, that if the direful event of the dissolution of this Union
i to happen, I shall not survive to behold the sad sud heart-rending spectacle.




