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Mr. Uxperwoop, at Mr. CrLay’s request, read the following extract from instructions
adopted by the convention, appended to the journal of the convention of the territory of New
Mexico, held at the city of SBanta Fé, in September, 1849, »

“We, the people of New Mexico, in convention assembled, having elected a delegate
to represent this territory in the Congress of the United States, and to urge upon the Su-
preme Government a redress of our grievances, and the proteetion due 1o us as citizens of our
common country, under the constitution, instruet him as follows: That whereas, for the
last three years we have suffered under the pazalyzing effects of a- government undefined
and doubtful in its character, inefficient to protect the rights of the people, or to discharge
the high and absolute duty of every Government, the enforcement and regular admin-
istration'of its own laws, in consequence of which, industry and enterprise are paralyzed
and discontent and confusion prevail throughout the land. The want of proper protec-
tion against the various barbarous tribes of Indians that surround us on every side has pre-
vented the extension of settlements upon our valuable public domain, and rendered utterly
futile every attempt to explore or develope the great resources of the territory.

“ Surrounded by the Utahs, Camanches, and Apaches, on the North, East and South,
by the Navajos on the West, with Jicarillas within our limits, and without any adequate
protection against their hestile inroads, our flocks and herds are driven off by thousands, our
fellow-citizens, men, women and children, are murdered or earried into captivity. Many of
our citizens, of all ages and sexes, are at this moment suffering all the horrors of barbarian
bondage, and it is utterly out of our power to obtain their release from a condition to which
death would be preferable. The wealth of our territory is being diminished. We have
neither the means nor any adopted plan by Government for the education of therising gene-
ration. In fine, with a’government temporary, doubtful, uncertain, and inefficient in cha-
racter and in operation, surrounded and despoiled by barbarous foes, ruin appears inevitably
before us, unless speedy and effectual protection be extended to us by the Congress of the
United States.” -

There is a series of resolutions, Mr. President, which any gentleman may look at, if he
chooses ; but I think it is not worth while to take up the time of the Senate in reading
them.

That is the condition, sir, of New Mexico. Well, I suspect that to go beyond it, to go
beyond the Rio Grande to the territory which is not elaimed by Texas, you will not find a
much better state of things. In fact, sir, I cannot for a moment reconcile it to my sense
of duty to suffer Congress to adjourn without an effort, at least, being made to extend the
};El’lﬂﬁiﬂ, the blessings of government to those people who have recently been acquired

y us.

Sir, with regard to that portion of New Mexico which lies east of the Rio Grande, un-
doubtedly if it is conceded to Texas, while she has two parties, disliking each other as much
us those office-holders and office-seckers alluded to by the Senator from Texas, if they could
possibly be drawn together and governed quietly, peacably, and comfortably, there might
be a remedy, so far as relates to the country East of the Rio Grande ; but all beyond it—
Deseret and the North of California—would be still open and liable to all the consequences
of disunion, confusion and anarchy, without some staple government emanating from the
authority of the nation of which they now compose a part, and with which they are but little

- acquainted. [ think, therefore, that all these questions, difficult and troublesome as they
' ‘may be, ought to be met—met in a spirit of candor and calmness, and decided upon as a

matter of duty. :

Now, these two resolutions which we have immediately under consideration propose
a decision of these questions. I have said, sir, that there is scarcely a resolution in the
series which I have offered that does not contain some mutual concession or evidence of
mutual forbearance, where the concession was not altogether from the non-slaveholding to
the slaveholding states. |

Now, with respect to this resolution proposing a boundary for Texas, what isit? We

|« know the difference of opinion which has existed in this ecountry with respect to that boun-

dary. 'We know that a very large portion of the people of the United State: have supposed

1 that the western limit of T'exas was the Nueces, and that if did not extend to the Rio
{ Grande. We know, by the resolution of annexation, that the question of what is the wes-
1 tern limit and the northern limit of Texas was an open question—that it has been all along
t an open question. It was an open question when the boundary was run, in virtue of the act
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|\ of 1838, marking the boundary between the United States and Texas. Sir, at that time
¢ the boundary authorised by the act of 1838 was a boundary commencing at the mouth of
¢ the Sabine and running up to its head, thence to Red River, thence westwardly with Red




