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What do you want? What do yon want who reside in the free States? You want that
there shall be no slavery introduced into the territories acquired from Mexico. Well, have
not you got it in California already, if admitted as a state 7 Haveé not you got it in New
Mexico, in all human probability, also? What more do yon want? You have got what is
worth a thousand Wilmot, provisos. You have got nature itself on your side. You have the
fact itself on your side. You have the truth staring you in the face that no glavery is ex-
isting there. Well, if you are men: if you can rise from the mud and slough of party strug=-
gles and elevate yourselves to the height of patriots, what will -you do? You will look at
the fact as it exists.. You will say, this fact was unknown to my people. = You will say,
they acted on one sel of facts, we have got another set of facts here influencing us, and we
will act us patriots, as responsible men, as lovers of unity, and above all of this Union. We
will act on the altered set of facts unknown 1o our constituents, and we will appeal to their
justice, their honor, their magnanimity, to concur with us on this occasiony for establishing
concord and harmony, and maintaining the existence of this glorious Union. '

Well, Mr. President, I think, entegtaining these views, that there was nothing extravagant in
the hope in which I indulged when these resolutions were prepared and offered—nothing ex-
travagant in the hope that the North might content itself even with striking out as unneces-
sary these two declarations. They are unnecessary for any purpose the free States have in
view. At all events, if they should  insist upon Congress expressing the opinions which are
here asserted, they should limit their wishes to the simple assertion of them, without insist -
ing on their being incorporated in any territorial Government which Congress may establish
in the territories. | .

I pass on from the second resolution to the third and fourthy which relate to Texas
and allow me to say, Mr. President, that I approach the subject with a full knowledge of all
its difficulties ; and of all the questions connected with or rrowing out of this institution of
slavery, which Congress is called upon to pass upon and decide, there are none so difficalt
and troublesome as those which relate to Texas, because, sir, Texas has a question of boun-
dary to settle, and the question of slavery, or the feelings connected with it, run into the
question of boundary. The North, perhaps, will be anxious to contract Texas within the
narrowest possible limits, in order to exclude all beyond her to make it a free territory j the
South, on the contrary, may be anxious to extend those sources of Rio Grande, for the pur-

of creating an additional theatre for slavery ; and thus, to the question of the limits of
Texas, and the seitlement of her boundary, the slavery question, with all its troubles and
difficulties, is added, meeting us at every step we take. | d '

There is, sir, a third question, also, adding to the difficulty. By the resolution of annexa~

tion, slavery was interdicted in all porth of 36° 30 ; but of New Mexico, that portion, of it
which lies northof 36° 30 embraces I think about one third of the whole of New Mexico east.

| of the Rio Grande 3 so that you have free and slave territory mixed, boundary and slavery
i mixed together, and all these difficulties are to be encountered. And allow me, to say, 8IT,
’ that among the considerations which induced me to think it was necessary to settle all these
questions, was the state of things that now exists in New Mexico, and the State of things to
be apprehended both there and in other portions of the territories. Why, sir, at this moment—
and 1 think I shall have the concurrence of the two Senators from that state when I an-
nounce the fact—at this moment there is a feeling approximating to abhorrence on the

part of the people of New Mexico at the idea of any union with Texas. *

Mr. Rusg. Only, sir, on the part of the office-seekers and army followers, who have set-
tled there, and attempted to mislead the people. . |

Mr. Cray. Ah! Sir, that may be, and I am afraid that New Mexico is not the only
place where this class composes a majority of the whole population of the countiry.—

 [Laughter.] . : | -

Now, sir, if the questions are not settled which relate 1o Texas, her boundaries, and so
forth, and to the territory now claimed by Texas and disputed by New Mexico—the territo-
ries beyond New Mexico which are excluded from California—if these questions are not all
settled, I think they will give rise to future confusion, disorder and anarchy there, and to agita-
tion here. 'There will be, I have no doubt, a party still at the North erying out, if these
questions are not settled this session, for the Wilmot proviso, or some other restriction upon:
them, and we shall absolutely do nothing, in my opinion, if we do not accommodate all
these dfficulties and provide against the recurrence of all these dangers. | "

Sir, with respect to the state of things in New Mexico, allow me to call the attention of
the Senate to what I consider as the highest authority 1 could offer to them as to the state
of things there existing. 1inean the acts of their convention, unless that convention happens
to have been composed altogether of office-seekers, office-holders, and so forth. Now, sir,

I call your attention to what they say in depicting their own situation. \
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