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and elevation, for higher honors and higher elevation than that which he may occupy, 1 beg
him to believe that I, at least, will never jostle him in the pursuit of those honors or that
elevation. I beg him to be perfectly persuaded that, if my wishes prevail, my name shall
never be used in competition with his. I beg to assure him that when my service is termi-
nated in this body, my mission, so far as respects the public affairs of this world and upon
this earth, is closed, and closed, if my wishes prevail, forever.
But, sir, it is impossible for us to be blind to the facts which are daily transpiring before us.
. 1t is impossible for us not to pereeive that party spirit and future elevation mix more or less
Ii i1 all our affairs, in all our deliberatione. At a moment when the White House itself is 1n
| danger of conflagration, instead of all hands uniting to extinguish the flames, we are con-
tending about who shall be 1ts next occupant. When a dreadful erevasse has occurred, which
| ihreatens inundation and destruction to all around it, we are contesting and disputing about
| the profits of an estate which is threatened with total submersion.
| Mr. President, it is passion, passion—party, party, and intemperance—that is all I dread in
| the adjustment of the great questions which unhappily at this time divide our distracted country.
Sir, at this moment we have in the legislative bodies of this Capitol and in the States twenty
odd farnaees in full blast, emitting heat, and passion, and intemperance, and diffusing them
throughout the whole extent of this broad land. T'wo months ago all was calm in compari-
son to the present momeént. All now is uproar, confusion and menace to the existence of the
Union, and to the happiness and safety of this people.  Sir, I implore Senators, I entreat
them, by all that they expect hercafier, and by all that is dear to them here below, to repress
the ardor of these passions, to look to their country, 10 its interests, to listen to the voice of
reason—not as it shall be attempted to be uttered by me, for I am not so presumptuous as 1o
indulge the hope that anything I may say will avert the effects which I have described, but
to listen to their own reason, their own judgment, their own good sense, in determining upon
what is best to be done for our country in the actual posture.in which we find her. Sir, to this
oreat object have my efforts been directed during the whole session.

I have cut myself off from all the usual enjoyments of social life, T have confined myself
almost entirely, with very few exceptions, te my own chamber, and from the beginning of the
gession to the present time my thoughts have been anxiously directed to the object of finding
8ome plan, of proposing some mode of accommodation, which would once more restore the

lessings of concord, harmony and peace 1o this great country. I am not vain enough to
buppose that I have been successful in the accomplishment of this object, but 1 have pregented
a scheme, and allow me to say to honorable Senators that, if they find in that plan any thing
+hat is defective, if they find in it any thing that is worthy of acceptance, but is susceptible
of improvement by amendment, it seems to me that the true and patriotic course is not to de-
nounce it, but to improve it—not to reject without examination any project of accommodation
having for its object the restoration of harmony in this country, but to look at it to see if it be
susceptible of elaboration or improvement, so-2s 1o accomplish the object which I indulge the
hope is common to all and every one of us, to restore peacc and quiet, and harmony and hap-
piness to this country.

Sir, when I came to consider this subject, there were two or three general purposes which
‘tseemed 1o me to be most desirable, if possible, to accomplish. The one was, to settle all the

| controverted questions arising out of the subject of slavery. It seemed to me to be doing very
?"i little if we settled one question and left other distracting questions unadjusted, it seemed to me
to be doing but little if we stopped one leak only in the ship of State, and left other leaks capa-
ble of producing danger, if not destruction, to the vessel. I therefore turned my attention to
every subject connected with the institution of slavery, and out of which controverted ques-
tions had sprung, to see if it were possible or practicable to accommodate and adjust the whole
of them. Another principal object which atiracted my attention was, to endeavor to form
S such 2 scheme of accommodation that neither of the two classes of States into which our
“country is so unhappily divided should make any sacrifice of any great principle. I believe,
sir, the series of resolutions which I have had the honcer (o present to the Senate accomplishes
that object. . | '

Sir, another purpose which I had in view was this: 1 was aware of the difference of opin-
ion prevailing between these two classes ol States. I was aware that, while one portion of
ibe Union was pushing matters, as it seemed to me, to the greatest extremity, another por-
tion of the Union was pushing them to an opposite, perhaps not less dangerous extremity.

' "1t appeared to me, then, that if any arrangement, any satisfactory adjustment could be made
of the controverted questions between the two classes of States, that adjustment, that arrange-

nent, could only be successful and effectual by extracting from both parties some concessions
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