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PREFACE.

THE greater part of the following
Letters, especially those contained
in the first volume, were originally
written in confidential correspon-
dence with my friends; and the diffi-
culty of collecting them, since my re-
turn, has occasioned the lateness of
their publication. - The fact, how-
ever, is principally stated to account
for the introduction of much matter,

which may not appear to come pro-




PREFACE.

perly within the title of the work.
After the Convention of Cintra, the
military operations in Portugal .con-
sisted merely of a march through the
country; and from the ease and se-
curity with which it was performed,
it resembled ‘rather a tour than a
campaign. Many opportunities were
consequently afforded of acquiring
some useful and agreeable know-
ledge ; and this, it is humbly hoped,
will plead my apology for the de-
scriptions of places, and remarks on
manners, which, though they might
be gratifying to private friendship,
may not be thought worthy of being
submitted to the public. But if they



PREFACE.

-approve my sentiments, the irregula-
rity of the shape n which they are
presented will, I trust, be par-
doned.

In describing the battles of Roleia
and Vimiera, which occurred a few
days previous to my landing in Por-
tugal, I have availed myself of the
official accounts; subsequent infor-
mation having satisfied me that their
accuracy might be relied on, and:that
no difference of opinion existed as to
any thing material. = The arguments
on the Convention I have stated with
fidelity, and can confidently: appeal
to the army for the truth of my as<

sertions.



PREFACE.

To recount the disastrous events in
Spain, and particularly the causes
*Hwhich led to them, was neither an
. Casy nor a grateful task; but, with
truth and impartiality for my guides,
I'have declared the result of my own
ob5ervations, and of those of the
many experienced and competent
persons who have conversed with me
on ‘the subject, They will be found
o vary in many instances from the
Impressions which have been already
made relative to that campaign, as
the rule of « Nothing extenuate, nor
set down aught in malice,” has been
rigidly adhered to. In speaking of
the character and abilities of the prin-



PREFACE.

cipal actors in those momentous
scenes, 1 have been able to observe
an unbiassed independence; for of
them all I can assert, that they were
and are to me, ¢ nec beneficio, nec in-

jurid cogmiti.”
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LET T ERS
o YT, R
- PORTUGAL AND SPAIN.

Whritten in the l’;'mrs-'iﬂﬂﬁ ;5‘-13;09. |

.“._“.. l"l-

At Sea, 23rd August, 1805,
YOUR' last words were, * Write to me con-
stantly ;" and you- seemed to doubt, with
Justice, the performance of my promise. But
now that I am so many leagues from home,
and have so-remote and precarious a prospect
of return, what at other times was mere kind-.
ness and civility, becomes at once a duty
and a delight, Emotions crowd upon me,
to which T have hitherto been a stranger 3
sclfishness perhaps predominates 3 and the
YoL. 1, 8
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result may be, that you will condemn my
punctuality more than' yoa once did my si-
lence.

To begin, then, with all that has occurred
of interesting lipﬂn the voyage, know, that
I embarked with the last of the army*, at
Spithead, on the 27th ult. In the evening
the fleet dropped down to St. Helens; and
the wind being foul for the next three days,

we remained at anchor. On the 31st, we

sailed with an éasterly wind at eight in the
ﬁ‘lhming ¥4t twelve we lay to, and I read
prayers on déck to 4s attentive an audience
as T evér Had wWitnessed. Tn' the ‘evéning
the wind became westerly, and for two' day$

‘we beat off St. Albans Head. Many of thé

tf:lhs"pﬂrts rin foul of one another, dnd car-
* For return of the army employed to sewe on

the expadntmn to Spd.m and Portugal, see Appandlx,
No.1. |
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ried away their bowsprits.  Ours, the Chil-
ton, with part of: the seventy-ninth regi-
ment, escaped from injary,; being an.un-
commonly good: sailer, and the master and
hands' particularly carefal. On the 4th; or-
ders were issued through the fleet; in case
of separation, to assemble in Vigo Bay. On
the 7th, we beat off Plymouth all the' day,
and T read ‘prayets' again on deck. On the
oth, it blew a gale; and all the passengers,
but one officer and myself, were sick. In the
afternoon a soldier was washed overboard ;
and though hé could: not ‘swim, the ship
under w*elgh and thesea tremendnu'sly high,
he was savbd by the activity of the captain
anid erew,' With that promptness of huma«
nity which sailors feel, 2 boat was let down,
and ‘ropes weré thrown to Him, at the mo+
ment that his strength was nearly exhausted,
and that he had risen apparently for the last
B2
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time. The horrors of his impending fate
impaired his intellects for a day.

We had the satisfaction to clear the Chan-
nel, and pass Ushant in the night. On the
11thy in the formidable Bay of Biscay, the
weather was so fine, and the sea so smooth,
that the soldiers and their wives danced to
a late hour upon deck. In the morning we
found that our mate, who had for some time
heen affiicted with a pleurisy, had breathed
his last. ' At three in the afternoon I read
the funeral service over the body, which was
cased .in canvas, and, by a weight fastened
‘upon the knees, precipitated into the deep,
There was something, I thought, in this
watery grave more awful than interment.
It probably arose fram association of ideas :
on shore, we have many to caress and.con-
sole us; but here, from our little community,
an individual could but ill be spared, and the
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loss came home to every man’s bosom. In
the covering of the corpse I perceived that a
part of the face was sewed in with the can-
vas, and on inquiry learned that it was a
custom at sea originating in the following
circumstance :—A sailor was supposed to be
dead ; they were preparing him for burial,
when, by accident, the needle pierced him
m the nose: he instantly revived, and, to
avord the recurrence of such a mistake, tl;ey
have ever since passed the needle through
the nostrils, as the ultimate criterion of
life or death. .

We proceeded but slowly till the 16th,
when we lay our course all the day. At 9
A.M. a telegraphic signal was made by the
Commodore to one of the sloops of war, to
say that General Sir Harry Burrard would
leave his ship, the Audacious, and proceed
in the Brazen sloop, before the fleet, By
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observation at 12, we were twenty-six miles
to the northward qf Cape Ortegal. On the
17th, in the morning, we were off Vigo
Bay. We remained there till 4 P.M., when
we had orders from the Captain Agent to
steer for Oporto. ‘We reached St. Johns,
seven leagues from Oporto, at 10 A.M. the
next day, skirting along a coast which had
for many miles been beautiful. -

We observed some very fine buildings,
and wished in vain to have a closer n-
spection of them. The town is surrounded
by vineyards ; and, being the first object on
which the eye could dwell with pleasure
since we left England, it conveyed a charm,
which only those can conceive who have
been similarly situated. We lay to till 3
P. M., when the signal for sailing was hoist-
ed, and we were at a loss to account for

the delay both here and at Vigo. Soon
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‘after we got under weigh, an officer and Por-
tuguese gentleman hailed ‘us from a shore-
boat under press of sail. They had letters
for Sir John Moore, and many baskets of
fruit for Captain Gosslin, the Commodore.
They. allowed us to partake of 1t; and we
supplied ourselyes for two days with melons,
oranges, and. grapes. Judge, what a treat.
The two first were not of a superior qualty,
and were much too ripe; but the last ex-
celled the choicest that I had ever eaten.
These gentlemen informed us that Dupont’s
army was defeated ; that of seventeen thou-
sand, but nine hundred bad escaped; that
the General was sent a prisoner to England ;
that the French were -evacuating Spain
wherever they could accompl;ish,it.; that Sir
Arthur Wellesley, whose troops had landed
at Figueira, was within two days’ march of

Lisbon ; . that the enemy had advanced to



meet him; and that an engagement had
taken place, in which Sir Arthur had a con-
siderable advantage. You may conceive what
welcome visitors they were.

On the morning of the 20th we were
off Mondego Bay, and saw to the south-
ward a large fleet, which proved to be Sir
Arthur Wellesley’s transports. At 4 P.M.
the signal was made by the Commodore to
anchor ; there was a dead calm, and all the
ships were towed in. We lay at anchor
during the night, and early in the morning
preparations were made for landing. Nu-
merous boats came alongside with fruit, of
which we got abundance in exchange for
our empty bottles; and the soldiers as much
as they could consume, for their old clothes,
the rags which they rejected. The people
inquired particularly for bread, and grate-

fully accepted biscuit. On the 22d, at seven
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in the morning, the signal was made for
disembarkation. It was not necessary to
repeat it for me: immediately I hailed 2
shore-boat; and great was my delight in
being carried down the rapid current of
Mondego, and at Figueira once more treading
upon the firm ground.

The town is small, and in a ruinous con-
dition, but sweetly situated on the left bank
of the river, Behind it is a chain of hills
gracefully rising one above the other, and
covered with vineyards, which are fenced, or
rather fortified, by aloes. There are here
three small squares, and two churches un-
worthy of description. There is not any
thing peculiar in the dress of the men. The
women, hot as it was, were enveloped in
large cloth cloaks, and had cotton handker-
chiefs tied round the head and under the

chin, From the quantity of clothes they
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<Wear, one might suppose that they adopted
#he advice of the fool to a Duke of Venice
an’ cold: weather, to put on all his wardrobe.
-Fhis was their market-day, and there was
‘not any kind of meat for sale: of peaches,
grapes, and melons, there was abundance,
;‘.’hiﬂh the poor were devouring in the streets
with the avidity of hunger. They had a
small  salted fish resembling the pilchard ;
but little bread, and that of a greenish co=-
lour, neither nutritious nor palatable. = They
makea Wfﬁlﬂk: well-flavoured, red wine, which
they sold to uws at a shilling per quart; being
about 'six ‘times more than its ordinary
price, ! |
While I amused myself in wandering
about the streets, an unexpected ‘order had
arrived ffor the troops to. re-embark, nearly
~one half of them having landed ; and when
A returned to the 'beach, I found that I was
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the only Englishman on shore. 'No time
was to be lost in regaining the fleet:; the
natives understood my embarrassment, and
regulated ‘their demands accordingly. .Im:
position I would not submit to, much as
I was pressed; and on explaining ‘my situa-
tion to the Commandant of the town, he
ordered a boat to attend me for a reasonable
charge. The boats are shaped like canoes,
and the men stand as they row. My troubles
were not yet over : we had about a league to
go, and every mile they threatened to re-
turn, unless I gave them somewhat in ad-
dition to the agreement. This was originally
two dollars, which their insolent extortion
raised to six. On arriving at the transport,
I was weak enough to give them three,

And now, as I conceive myself erfteriﬁg
upon a fresh expedition, you will proba-

bly agree with me in thinking it a most
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fit occasion to conclude this detail. My
next cannot be more dull, and must be more
interesting, as we approach the scene of ac-
tion.—In place of the usnal formalities, take,
once for all, this wish, May you deserve to
be happy!



13

~ LETTER IL

Vimiera, 27th August, 1808.
As might naturally be expected, I found
the troops, on my return to the transport,
mmpatient and dissatisfied. The sea is an in-
congenial element te them.  On board,
they are miserable and helpless: they were
overjoyed at the order to land; for, in their
minds, disembarkation, battle, and sutcess,
are one; so that not only are their sufferings
renewed, but even in this country they ap-
prehend there will not be a laurel left for
them to wear. 'Were it not a Quixotic un-
dertaking to reason with a sa]dier, it would
have been easy to convince them that they
had exchanged the certainty of a harassing
march for the probability of a quick pas=~
sage; that they would haye been exposed fos
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five days to a scorching sun, when, on the
other hand, they had every prospect of being
re-landed in a much' shorter time near to the
scene of active operations. To this argu-
ment there could be but one objectiony and
that unhappily existed : thﬂe winds were in
a philosophic mood, more calm than the
niildest of our tempers. ‘We had the mors
tification}, during’ the day of the 23d, to be
almost 'stationary; but' the breeze sprung
up at night; and wé were off the Berlingas
at 2 P.M. on the 24th. These rocky islands
are situated near Cape Fiserao, are six in
number, and as grotesque in form as can
well be imagined.

- About four leagues to the southward wi
anchored off Maceira Bay, the place of out
destination; at 6 P.M.; and then approved
the wisdom which had remanded us on board.
The surf was so high on the e5th, that it

[}
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was impossiblé to lind; and our anxiety
wasnot a little increaséd, by hearing that Sir
Atthur Wellésley Had' given batils to and de=
feated the enemy, ‘on the 21st; at Vimiéray
and that Junot 'had- the next day proposed
terms of capitulation; whick were taken by
Colonel Murray, the Quarter-Master Genes
ral, to Sir Charlés Cotton, off the Tagus. We
also learned that Sir Harry Butrard had joined
the army a-short time aftér the dction com<
menced, but that he did not assume the coris
mand, Sir Arrhiir having ‘made the previoiis
dispositions, -and cﬂnsetlﬂently being’ ‘most
capable of caﬁ'ﬁmg them  into effeet. The
next day Sir Hew Dalfymple dtrived, and
took the command in chief: Early on thé
26th most of the troops disembarked, though
the surf continued to be formidablé. The
anchorage was here so bad, that, had there
been much more wind, we could not have
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remained at our moorings ; as it was, many
of the vessels cut their cables, one of which,
having French prisoners on board, ran foul
of us, and carried away her bowsprit. I was
canveyed In a horse-boat,” not without some
danger and much inconvenience, -The beach
was covered with seamen, who, as the boats
approached, struggled through the surf,
buffeted the waves, and carried us on thejr
shoulders in safety to the shore. T would
have rewarded my brave feﬂuw, but, be-
fore I had time, he had replunged into the
ocean ; nor could I learn, that, for this es-
sential service,; there was any other remu-
neration but that which their own hearts
afforded. = Notwithstanding their eiertiuns,
many boats were swamped and valuable lives
were lost,

Through a country of variegated and

novel charms, I walked to Vimiera, about
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three miles: The valleys: were vineyards;
the hills, cork or fir groves.  But admiration
of the surrounding: scenery did not engage
me much nor long : the tainted odour of the
atmosphere soon told ‘me that the scéne of
action was not far distant ; and the first object
of my  solicitude was -to learn the glorious
occurrences of the 17th and 21st instants.

It appears then, that,” on the15th, opéra-
tions commenced by our attacking the pic-
quets of the enemy at Brilos.. We drove
them three miles from their pﬂsltmn, and,
in the ardour of pursuit, had nearly fallen
into a snare. Our force consisted but of four
companies of the sixtieth and ninety-fifih
rifle corps ; and when they were seen to have
pushed on so far, they were attacked byia
superior force, | with' a view. to cut themi off
from the detachment which: was’ advancing
totheir support; and. it was not without dif-

YOL. 1, C
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ficulty that General Spencer effected their re-
treat'to the village from which the enemy had
before been driven, as reinforcements were
rapidly pouring ‘down on both our flanks.
Our loss in this affair was inconsiderable as
to men, there being about twenty wounded
and missing ; but we had the misfortune to
have one officer killed, and another, Captain
Pakenham, wounded,

On the morning ‘of the 17th, arrangements
were made. to attack General Laborde in his
position at Roleia, where he had about six
thousand men, five hundred of whom wete
cavalry, and six pieces of artillery. Roleia is
situated on an eminence, and has a plain in
its front at the termination of a valley, with
hills on either side; and, by occupying the
eminence, the plain, and the hills, the enemy
covered all the passes into the mountains in
his rear, By an impetuous attack, he was
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soon driven from these posts into the mour-
tains, bat, from our want ‘of cavalry, with
1mmaterial loss. He then assumed a formi-
dable position; ‘and it was mot till after ‘a
most desperate tesistance, and on both sides
the fall of many a hero, ‘that the passes were
forced by our intrepid troops. On 'the sum-
mit were extensive plains, and ‘the enemy, in
retreating, three times rallied, attacked us,
and were repulsed. Tt is much to be la-
mented that we were not in a condition to
pursue them 'effectually, and bring them to
battle in the plains; but from the weakness
of our ca-val'r;y, and from the infantry being
obliged to climb through narrow and almost
perpendicular ‘passes, in’ many of them by
single file, it was not ‘practicable to gain the
heights with a sufficient force ifi time : every
thing was done, that skill and gallantry could
accomplish, During the whole of the action,
cg
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irom the nature of the position, the enemy
had a considerably greater force employed
than ours. Had we been able to surmount
these obstacles, and renew  the engagement,
the annihilation of his army was inevitable ;
but so it was, that he retired in good order
in the direction of Torres Vedras, having
sustained a heavy loss in killed and wounded,
and leaving behind three out of his six pieces
of cannon. When the circumstances of our
attack are considered, the strength of the pe-
sitions we had to force, and the necessarily
inferior number of our troops engaged, we
may justly congratulate ourselves on the
-event of the day, and admit with pride that
.the thanks * of Sir. Arthur Wel]ﬁsley to his
| trnups were justly merited. |

As T do not profess to give you a minute

* For the thanks, and returns of killed and
. Wounded, see Appendix, Nos, 2.and 8,7

A,

-
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detail of the movements of the army; you
must be content to learn  that: they marched
to Lourinha on the 18th, to Vimiera on the
19th, “where they 'halted on the '¢oth, and
were joined by Brigadiér-General Anstru-
ther’s brigade, consisting of 2,400 men, who
had landed at Maceira the evening before.

Sir Arthur had taken a very fine position,
but intended to march towards Mafra_*'(m the
morning of the 21st, and thereby to turn the
enemy’s. position at Torres Vedras.. From
this he was prevented by Sir Harry Burrard,
who had arrived at Maceira Bay late on- the
20th ; and after a conference between them,
the latter considering his dependance on the
ships for supply, and the consequent danger
of leaving them at too great a distance, toge-
ther with his want of cavalry, the condition
of 'his ‘artillery, carriage-horses, and mules,

and the formidable nature of the country he




22

had' to move through, determined that the
army should not advance, but wait for the
complete disembarkation and junction’ of
Brigadier-General Ackland’s brigade of 1750
men, which was then effecting, and for the
reinforcement of Sir John Moore, which
might be expected in a few days. ' Sir Harry
remained on board the Brazen to conclude
his dispatches. During the night of the go0th
and morning of the 21ist, the enemy were
seen by our patroles to make some move- -
ments which indicated attack, and Sir Ar-
thur made the necessary preparations to re-
ceive them,

The village of Vimiera stands in a valley.
At the back and to the westward and nortli-
ward of it is a mountain, the western point
of which touches the sea, and the eastern is

separated by a deep ravine from the heights,
over which passes the road that leads from
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Lourinha and' the mnorthward to Vimiera.
The greater part of the infantry, with eight
pieces:of attillery, were posted on this moun-
tain, Major-General Hill’s brigade being on
the right, and Major-General Ferguson’s on
the left, having one battalion on the heights
separated from the mountain. On the eastern
and southern side of the town is a hill, com-
manded, particularly on"its right, by the
mountain to the westward, and cnmmandin-gf
all the ground 1 its neighbourhood to the
southward and eastward, on w-hich- Brigadier-
General Fane was posted with his riflemen
and the 50th regiment, and Brigadier-Gene-
ral Anstrather with his brigade, with half &
brigade of six and half of nine-pounders
which had been sent' there in the preceding
night. The ground over which the 'road
from Lourinha passes commanded the lefi of

this latter height, and had only been ocen-
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pied by a picquet, ‘as the camp had been
taken up but for one night, and there was ng
water in the. neighbourhood. ' The cavalry
and reserve of artillery were in thelvallejr be-:
| tween the hills on which the infantry stood;
flanking and supporting Brigadier-General
Pang’s -advanced. guard. . The enemy: were
ﬁr's';‘-;-s_,een about eight o’clock in the morning,
n _]arge bodies of cavalry on our deft} apon-
the heights on the foad to Lourinha ; and it.
was soon obvious' that the attack would be
made upon our adyaiced guard and the left
of .our position.., To  these heights Major-
General Fergusnn;immediately moved, across
the ravine, with four brigades and six pieces
of cannon, and formed there with his right
upon the valley which. leads into Vimiera,
.a_;as;lﬁihis left upon the other rayine, which se=
parates those heights from the range that ter=

minates at the landing=place at Maceira,
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“The eniemy’s attack ' began; in several cﬁﬂ- !
lumns, upan ‘the whole of the trdé’ps*rﬁﬁ‘ﬂie-
height to the southward and eastward of the’
towh's and notwithstanding the ‘fire’ of 'the’
riflemen, they advanced close to fﬁé"'ﬁﬂt%ﬁ re--

b2 |
giment on the left, by whose. bay{mets they-
were checked and ‘repulsed. “They were ‘at
the same time ‘engaged with the sécond bat-
talion 48rd, -theﬁggn?dii‘and@md ‘battalion
59nd; and were attacked in‘flank by Briga-.
dier-General Ackland’s brtgadg in its advance
to its position on the heights on the ]eﬁé’ and
cannonaded by the artillery on'those hg.lghts.;-

After a most desperate contest, - the enemy'
was driven back in‘confusion, with -tﬁa loss
of seven pieces of cannon, many prisoners,
and a great number of officers and soldiers
killed and wounded. - He was pursued by a
detachment of the 20thlight'dragoons, which

suffered considerably from the superiority in



numbers. of cavalry. opposed to- them.  The
infantry. was. not permitted. to - pursye, . as;
more important Service was likely to be res’
quired from .them soon ;' it being. evident
that the principal effort of the enemy would-
still be made upon, the left, _ iy
Nearly at the same. time the enemy’s at-,
tack commenced upon the heights on the,
~road to Lourinha: This attack was sup-
ported by a large body of cavalry, and made
with the usual unpetuosity ' of the French.
| troops. . It was received with steadiness by
Major-General Ferguson’s brigade, econsist-
Ing of the 36th; 40th, and 7.st regiments,
| They charged, and the ¢hemy gave way. They
- continued to advance upon him, supported
by the 82nd, one of the corps of Brigadier-
' General Nightingale’s brigade, which

» as the
ground extended, formed a part of the first

line by the 29th regiment, and by Brigadier-
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Generals: Bowes and Ackland’s brigades ;
whilst Brigadier-General Cranford’s; brigade
and; the Portiguese troops ¥, .in. two lines,
advanced along the height on the left. In
the. advance  of Major-General Ferguson’s
brigade, six pieces of cannon/ were taken
from the encmy, with many. prisoners, and
vast numbers were killed and wounded. The
enemy afterwards made an attempt to recover
part of his artillery, by attacking the 71st
and 82nd regiments, which were halted in a
valley in which it had been takem. These
regiments retired from. the low grounds in
the valley to the heights, where they halted,
faced about and fired, and advanced upon
the enemy, who had by that time arrived in
the low ground ; and they thus obliged him
again to retire with great loss,

* About sixteen hundred,
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% In 'tﬁi’is"act'ion, in' which the whole. of the
French force in -Pnrt'ugal was em ployed: un=
der the command of ‘the Duke D’ Abrarites
(General Junot) in ‘pérson, “in''which the
enemy was certainly superior' in’ cavalry and
artillery, and in ' which not more than half of
the British: ﬁarmy was actually engaged, he
has sustained’ a- slgnal defeat, and has lost
thirteen“pieces of ‘cannon, ‘twenty-five am-
munition ‘waggons with powder; shells, stores
of - all ' descriptions, ' and’ twenty thousand
rounds of ‘musket ammunition. | One gene-
ral- officer: has been wounded (Berniere) and
taken prisoner another, supposed to be Ge-
neral Thebault, ‘the chief of the staff, has
been found dead on the field of battle ; and a
great many officers and soldiers have been
killed, wounded, and taken *,

* For thanks to the army, see A ppendix, No. 4.—
For return of ordnance and ammunition taken, see
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"The action lasted about four hourss and
¥mmediately after the repulse and dispersion
of the eénemy, ‘Sir Arthur Wellesley rode up
to Sir Harny Burrard, and proposed. that the
right should 'advance te gain:passession of
Torres' Vedras,  and that he with 'the left
sheuld pursue the enemy, who was retreating
precipitately. Sir Harry replied, that a great
deal had been already done, and that he
theught it unadvisable to move off the ground.
‘This proposition was soon renewed, in con-
sequence of a message from Major-General
Ferguson urging the advantages of advance;
but Sir Harry remained: inflexible, and thus
terminated the business of the day

Early in the forenoon of the 22nd, Sir
Hew Dalrymple arrived’ at Maceira; and
proceeding forthwith "to Vimiera, assumed

No. 5 -——Fur return of killed, wounded, and rnr-“»s.tng,
sce No.
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the commiand in chief of fhe army. . The
day was employed in burying the dead, and
conveying ‘the wounded ‘to ‘the beach to 'be
embarked in the transports. In the after-
noon an alarm wag spread, that the enemy
were advaneing to renéw  the attack 3 and
with alacrity our position was taken up as
on the day before, and CVery necessary pre-
paration made for battle, It proved, how-
tver, to be a message of peace, being a body
of cavalry with a flag of truce; and Geneéral
Kellerman dppeared in camp about half an
hour after the alarm had been given. A con-
ference immediately took Place between the
Generals Dalrymple, Burrard > Wellesley, and
Kellerman ; and the result was a suspensjor, *
of arms, not to he violated on either side

without forty-eight hours’ previous notice,

* For copy of the armistice, see Appendix, Nos,
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for the purpose of negotiating a converition |

for the evacuation of Portugal by the French

army. If this canbe accomplished on ho-

nourable terms-—and mo ‘other would they

presume to propose to a ViCtorious army-=

the first object of the expedition will have
been attained with uncommon celerity, and
may be productive of the most important and
beneficial consequences. |

Having ascertained these ‘most important
concerns 1n ‘a military view, -thesstill :small

voice of humanity led me to the hospitals in

Vimiera, where the wounded French; to the

number of about four hundred, lay. " A -
vice in such scenes, the sight affected me
deeply. They were principally young men,
and delicate; rendered still more so, doubt-
less, by their sufferings. They wore their
long, white, linen coats and trowsers, which

serve the double purpose of cool clothing on
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such occasions, and saving thein regimentals
6n march and in’action. Many operations
had been performed, and the surgeons -said
that few of them could survive.' To one I
-addressed myself, and lamented the horrors
of war; commiserating his pain, though an
enemy, in the immortal words of Terence.
"He replied, with a mixture of pride and in-
dignation, that he gloried in his wounds, and
that war was the greatest happiness of life.
To such a disputant I had nothing to rejoin,
but to wish his recovery, and that he might
“be doomed to bear the miseries of peace, and
-the Inconvéniencies of two legs, two arms,
and the natural features of his- face, for the
remainder of his days. |

- On my return to the encampment— by
which you are to understand the hills on
‘which the army 'halted, with no canopy but

* the heavens—Jess interesting objects attracted
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my attention, and I perceived that the prin-
cipal peculiarity in the dress of the: natiyves
was an uncommonly large slouched hat,
which answered all the purposes of an um-
brella ; most of them wore boots of jll
tanned leather; they had bags on their
shoulders to receive alms or plunder, and a
long pole in their hands, pointed at the end,
which serves to goad their oxen. The gentry,
of whom a few were passing, rode on mules,
and were attended, according to their rank,
by one or more men on foot. Having ar-
rived at the ground where iny friends of the
79th were, I was invited to partake a hut
they had formed of fir branches. Here we
lay comfortably for some hours ; but about
twelve at night most violent torrents of rain
fell, in which we remained steeping till four
in the morning, the hour of general parade.
None of us had 2 change of clothes, and
VYOL. 1. D
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though we weré literally wet to the skin,

and had skept so long in water, T did not

learn that any omé took cold. At six we

marched, and for what followed I refer you
to my next.




LETTER TIL,

Chillieros.
To a romantic eye delighting in the wild-
ness of nature, the country we proceeded
through this day was interesting in the ex-
treme. - The hills were flang in graceful and
picturesque confusion ; at the base covered
with cork trees, and on the sides and sum-
mits with fir. Tt wanted water only to be
completely beautiful: but ° this deficiency
was not long felt, for in the afternoon tor«
rents of rain, similar to those of the pre=
ceding might, fell for such a eunrtinuance,
that I withdrew my .objection, and could
not but, in despite of taste, exclaim, ¢ Too
much of water hast thou had.,” However;
I had the 'gun&i fortune to shelter myself
W an unfornished house, taken up for an

»n 2
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hospital, near the head-quarters at Ramal-
hal, and slept luxuriously in my boat-cloak
on the boards.—~We remained here for the
two next days, and I was amused by the
appearance of a numerous Portuguese family,
who turned out, probably in their best style,
to view the camp. They were the first of
apparent consequence I had seen. = The
women were most gaudily dressed, with an
abundance and variety of ill-assorted rib-
bons : they sat in a car like a brewer’s dray,
under a canopy of boughs, which had a
pretty effect : the men rode on mules, richly

caparisoned 3 and it would be difficult to say, |

whether they were most pleased with us, or
we astonished at them,

On the 30th, we were under orders to
march at twelve, which were countermanded
after the arrival of a French aid-du-camp.

In the middle of this night a soldier came
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into the ﬁnspital, wounded, and stripped of
his clothes, as he said, by a party of the
natives ; but on examination of the wound,
the surgeons were satisfied he had inflicted
it himself, being of the order of Malin-
gerers, The contests between the peasants
and our men were violent about the price of
provisions ; -and having been often referred
to as an umpire, I am persuaded there was
more ‘disposition in the former to impose
than in 'the latter to defraud. Much con-
fusion necessarily arose from the ignorance
of coins, |

On the 31st, we marched at ten to Torres
Vedras, through a country not materially
differing from that already described; and
here I got a most comfortable quarter, in a
clean, commodious house, in which, if there
were any want, it was compensated by the
civility of the inhabitants. = After a had



Breakfast and hot march, dinner was one of
my first concerns; and I provided my
hostess with a lean turkey, to cook as she
pleased. In four hours it appeared, having
been stewed for that time with rice, onions,
tomatas, and -bacon, into a soup or potage,
which epicurism might have envied. For
this turkey T paid a dollar yesterday at Ra-
malhal ; and the man who sold it me fol-
lowed ‘the army, and asked me three for one
this evening. The unthinking railed at his
1mposition, forgetful of ‘the increased con~
sumption, and the relative value which every
article must bear., | '

" Torres Vedras, ‘the Turres Veteres of the
Romans, was formerly surrounded by a wall,
and had three gates, of which it is difficult
at present to trace ‘the situation. The
Sisandro, so celebrated in poetry, and which

‘was ‘the line of demarcation to the two



armies, runs to the north of the town, under-
five bridges, which hayve nothing peculiar
to recommend them. ' The ruins of a2 Roman
aqueduct,. and-a fountain called Los Canos,
are the only relics of ancient architecture to
be met with here:. the former is oveshung
by venerable oaks, which,. with the hills
rising in the rear and spreading for an im-
mense extent, form a maat grand and de-
lightful landscape. There are three convents,
the principal. of which, helonging to the
Dominicans, . is *oc,:cuigiﬁgl by .,ﬂur-army as an
hospital ;. and. the church, which is suffi--
ciently splendid; is converted by our com--
missaries- into a store; but every precaution
Is observed to prevent injury to the. altass
and ornameats.—Various reports are cir-
uﬂulati.ng Lhruughuul _-I._hi;t army 'n-.latiyﬂ e
sheir future operations. 1Some speak of the

proposed surwender of Junot on disadyans
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tageous terms others, of his trifling with
us by negotiation, to gain time for occupy-
ing the forts on the other side of the Tagus ;
@ measure which would expose us to the
hardships of a campaign in the rainy season,
harass and exhaust our troops, and leave
them but a faint prospect of ultimate suc-
®ess.  But the subject which most interests,
and nearly engrosses conversation, is the
conduct of Sir Harry Burrard in preventing
Sir Arthur Wellesley from pursuing his ad-
vantages on the 21st, and crowning the
glorious victory he had obtained by ad-
vaneing to this town, and thus placing him-
self between the tnemy and Lisbon. They
say, that he was in a perfect condition to
accomplish this gallant undertaking ; that
the enemy was routed and in complete dis-
order; that his left, which had borne the
brunt of the action, was able and anxious to
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follow up their success ; and that the nght,
‘consisting of four untouched brlgades, com-
‘manded by Major-General Hill, must have
had possession of Torres Vedras before the
French could reach it. This is the ge:neral
sentiment -of the army; and such is their

confidence in the abilities and valour of Sir
Arthur, that the mere knowledge of these

movements having been his wish and re-
quest, 1s sufficient-to convince them of their
prudence and practicability. Without pre-
suming to pass an opinion upon this ques-
tion, I cannot but think that the mere
impression of ¢ Teucro Duce” would have
mspired them with more than érdinary
exertion, and empowered them to accom-
plish what cooler judgments might have
called impossible. Indeed, his popularity* is

* See the Address of the Field Officers, Appendix,
No. 9.
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At so high a pitch, from his active solicitude
for the welfare of his troops,. his soldier-like
disregard of himself, and the experience of
his repeated and uninterrupted- success, that
there is not any thing he could order them:
to 'urﬁertake which they would. not .cheer-
fully attempt to .execute. - On the other
hand, there are those who vindicate the Fa-
bian conduct of Sir Harry Burrard, upon the
same grounds which. influenced his deter--
mination on the ﬂvﬂn.i.ng of the 20th—~dis-
tance from victuallers, strength. of country,.
want of cavalry, and of conveyance for:
artillery ;—and the unprejudiced admit, that,.
entertaining - such apprehensions, ‘his re-
Sistance to. the wishes and opinions of a
General flushed with conquest, and eager to
improve it, was.a deoisiye Aargument -of that
manly firmness and independent mind which

ought to characterise the commander of a:



great mﬁyi. In discussing the point with &
highly gifted and dispassionate friend, ‘he
said, that the one was actuated by sober
judgment and commen calculation, the
other by extraordinary talents, animated and
mvigorated by suecess; and that while he
admired and respected the resolution of the-
tormer, he envied and approved the inten-
tions of the latter.—What walue should be
attached to the -opinion of a French officer,
it may be difficult to pronounce; but I heard
one declare this day, that if we had two Sir
Arthur Wellesleys in the army, there would
neither have been armistice meor conyens
tion.

On the2d of September we proceeded on
our march towards Lisbon, and at abowut
four miles from Torres Viedras halted for an
hour at the small village of Trousifalla,
Here T was most hospitably received, and
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invited to remain, by an agreeable and well-
bred family, consisting of an old couple, a
son, and two accomplished daughters. They
spoke French fluently, and performed ex-
quisitely on the guitar. On inquiring from
these young ladies, how the French officers,
who were quartered there, had behaved, and
whether they had not left their hearts be-
hind them, the youngest and prettiest an-
swered with a sigh, ¢ Helas ! Monsieur, les
Frangois peuvent bien faire Pamour, mais
ils ne peuvent pas aimer.” In justice to the
French, and kindness to this inexperienced
girl, I assured her, that her remark was
equally applicable to the majority of men in
all ‘ages and countries, and that a greater
service could not be rendered to her sex than
to 1mpress it as a golden maxim upon their
minds. I went on with warmth; Hew would

it unmask hypocrisy, and shelter innocence:!



45

What perjuriesj what cruelties would it pre-
vent; what tears, what pangs, what re-
proaches would i1t save! And if it had no
other good effect, what multitudes of Satan’s
libraries of novels and romances would it
consign to cold oblivion and me:;ited con-

. tempt !—I cannot describe the astonishment
of my fair pupils at this burst of eloquence.
When somewhat recovered, they .pmtesteﬂ
that they never would neglect my advice
and observations; and there was such ap-
parent sincerity in their manner, that I do
believe they will religiously keep their prn;.-
mise,—till the next agreeable young officer is
guartered in their house.

I left them, not without regret, and over-
took the anm}r. near the heights of Mafra,
from which they were obliged to measure
back their way three miles, the enemy not

baving evacuated his position there, as was
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expected and arranged, 1 passed the night,

‘which was fortunately fair, in an extensive
vineyard.—On the morning of the 3d we
‘proceeded, t’hi‘aug'h the strongest and bleakest
‘country we'had yet seen, over narrow paved
Yoads and very steep acclivities, to Mafra.
‘There is here a stupendously large edifice,
‘comprising a church, a royal palace, and
monastery ;5 and the first thing which strikes
‘the beholder, ‘is the bad selection of the site,
‘close by the high road; and that it is much
more indebted for its effect to magnificence
of extent than to beauty of architecture. Tt
is of that spurious kind of Doric which i¢
said to prevail in most of the ‘public edificey
in Portugal, retaining every gloomy and
‘massive effect of the true Doric order, with-
‘out its-magnificence of design and propor-
tion. "The two ‘ponderous ‘towers at each
‘end of the building, added to the excessive




depth - of the window-frames, and the v~
pléasant dingy-red colour of the whole, de«
stroy the impression which an edifice of such
gigantic dimensions ‘must otherwise have
made -on the mind of ithe spectator. It
is built in the form of a quadrangle, and
easures ‘from ‘east to west seven hundred
and sixty feet, and from north to south six
hundred and seventy. The library is three
hundred and eighty-one palmos long, and
forty-three broad: it is said to have con=
tamed above “forty thousand volumes before
‘the French arrived ; but they have carried off
4he most vdluable works, and the most an-
«cient and precious manuscripts. Not having
much time to devote to the inspection of
this .immense pile, including apartments to
the number of eight hundred and fifty-six,
I requested ‘to be shewn what was 'most
curious, and my attention was directed o



s

two very large tables of black marble at the
pﬁncipal altar, which are so highly pnlished,;
that before they were sent here, they served
as mirrors for John the Fifth, the founder
of the edifice. The pillars in the church are
grand, and produce, as you enter, a sublime
effect. There are in different places fifty-
eight statues of Carrara marble, many of
which : possess considerable merit.. On the
summit of the building, the entire of which
1s vaulted, there is a platform of flags, on
which one may walk, and command a pro-
spect without bounds. In the rear there
are gardens, whiﬁh have been latterly neg-
lected, but had formerly to boast a choice
collection of exotics from Asia, Africa, and
America; and for a wide extent to the
north-east 1s ﬁ'royal chase, containing, as I
was informed, but do not believe, ten thou-

sand acres, inclosed by a wall, For the
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amusement of boar-hunting, the Prince Re-
gent frequently visited the pﬁlace, and a
spacious tract of land was appropriated to the
barbarous pastime of a rational being, and
the mhuman torture of harmless wild beasts,

Having satisfied my curiosity here, I
joined the heroes of Maida, the 20th regi-
ment, at Chillieros, in a lovely fruit garden,
overhanging a well-wooded and well-watered
glen; and being not a little fatigued, I shall
conclude, poetically, by acquainting you,
that an umbrageous quince invites me to

NPUSE a
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LETTER 1V.

Cintra, Sept. 3.
THE next afternoon T set out to walk to
Cintra, which was represented to be eight
miles distant from Chillieros. My com-
panion was a long-legged man, whose slow-
fime kept me on the run; and though he
was the most agreeable that could perhaps be
any where selected, -this did not beguile the
tediousness ﬂf‘ the way, as we were more
than five hours upon the road. But all was
compensated on our arrival at the inn, where
every English, French, and Portuguese luxury
were combined. - The landlady proved to be
an emigrant from Cork, and joined to her
Irish hospitality and good-nature the assi-
duity and alertness of aforeigner. In a little

time, we had every thing we could desire

T
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in_perfection, and had rthe satisfaction ‘to
sup with a number of officers, to whom
these comforts were as new as to ourselves,
and who agreed in admitting the value of
nccasmnal privation. Our first mqulry in
the morning was, for means of conveyance
to see the curiosities and beauties with which
we knew  the neighbﬂnrhruud abounded.
Burros were fecommended as the only ani-
mals which could ascend the rock, the prin-
cipal object of our research.

Before we proceed, T must' inform you,
that Cintra derives its name from a temple,
which was dedicated to the Moon*, or Cin-

* Tunz ‘Montem, nos Sintriz, ab oppido appel-
lamus, efficitque promontorium illud, quod magnum
sive Olisiponense appellant Geographi. - (Cabo de
Rocca.) In cujus summis rupibus, templum est
S. D. Matri Sacrum ab' indigenis tnaxime religione
cultum, simulque ccenobium ‘monachorui (the
Penha convent), ad D. Hyeronimum vitz institu-
twm referentium non tam numero’ quam mordimnm

E 2
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thia, thré¢ hundred and eighty years before
the birth of Christ. There are no traces

mtegntate suscipiendum. Ad radices montis in
- 1pso promontorii cacumine, quo in oceanum praci-
pitatar templum olim fuit soli et lun® sacrum.
€ujus medo inter littoraleis arenas ruina tantum

extant et cippi aliquot inscripti superstitionis antl-
que indices.

Resendi de Antiq. Tusit. 1. ;. p. 62, edit. Conimbr,
- Resendi gives the following inscriptions on frag=
inents of this temple: '
SOLI. ET. LUNE.
CATIUS. ACIDUS. PERENN{S,
LEG. AUG. PRO. PROVINCLE,
LUSITANIE.
s Fasoiimit
3017. ETERNO. LUKZ. FRO. ErPRNITATSE,
IMPERII. ET. SALUTE. IMPER. CAL
SEPTIMII. SEVERI. AUGUSTI. PIf. ET. IMPs
CAOS. M. AURELII, ANTONINI. PIL.
ET. JULIA~——A UG~ M e £,
ET. JULIZ: AUG. MATRES, CES. DRW.
SUS.' VESTER. SICTLIAKUS, VIATONS,
AUGUSTORUM. T. Q. JULIUS, SATURNI.
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of this temple now existing, though the

memory of its site 1s preserved, and c_allec!
Praza dos Magoes. The Moorish remains
on the Penha have been mistaken for it;
but the true Pi_'ﬂmqmﬂriﬁm' Lunz 1s the
Cabo ‘de Roeca, five or six miles distant
from Cintra. Being mounted upon my
patient creature, whom I dreaded more than
I should a high-spirited horse, our attention
was first attracted by a fountain near the
town, on which is the following inscrip-
tion :

| Venditur—haud gratis tibi,

Eustm tribuitur unda. Solve preces.
A person present, who has no talent.for
poetry, but some turn for rhyme, r?ersiﬁe&
it thus ¢
formerly existed, but was almost obliterated by the
sea in his time; and mentions that three square -

eolumns had been found here, on one of which it
was pretended a Sybilline oracle was engraven.
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This water is for ‘sale; 'nor flows our Stream for
nought; -
Pay for 1 it wtth yﬂur pra.y IS, and it is rlchly bnught

On whatever side we looked, we were
‘astonished and delighted by the succession
of grand, grotesque, and beauteous objects;
which alternately engaged us. The rich and
profuse variety of foliage exceeded all that
I had ever seen. The strong contrast be-
tween the chesnut and the cork trees is
strikingly agreeable. They run along the
slope of the mountains, whose summits are
huge blocks of granite, piled in the most
picturesque forms. The vaileys are clothed
with myrtle, or laid out in cultivation » :
where the vine, the olive, and the orange
tree, vie with each other in luxuriance.

The 'bay tree grows here to a very asto-

nishing size, particularly in the lanes about

the town of Cintra, and the orange grovyes
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and lemon' gardens, which skirt the roads;
regale with their fragrance, and afford a
delicious shelter from the scorching sun.
At every vista some huge projection of the
misshapen rock appears to have been torn
from its bed, and threatens instantaneous
ruin by its fall. Dispersed throughout these
woods are houses, chiefly belonging to the
English, and so embosomed are they, as to
be scarcely visible. The -principal-amﬂngst |
them was built by Mr. Beckford about
twenty-five years since; and, sad to say, it
now has the features both of youth and age,
The design and workmanship are probably
the most exquisite of the kind in Portugal—
all the internal decorations being.e‘videnﬂy
the work of English artists and mechanics,
And yet this superb residence, cummandiﬁg
the sublimest scenery, and possessing every

charm the imagination can depict, pleased
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its proprietor but for a few short years, Ty
I8 now in a state of rapid dilapidation, and
totally neglected, like many a human pre-
ference, which, when they originate in fancy,
are but too apt to terminate in disgust, |
Nearly opposite to the entrance of this
demesne, we turned off the road to the Cork
Convent; and in climbing up the rocky pre-
cipices,  the utility of the burro was esta~
blished beyond question ; the way is im-
passable for a horse, The convent is situated
near the summit of the mountain, fand_, with
the help of some excavations for vaults, is
formed by filling up the intervals of adjacent
rocks with cork, and lining them internally
with the same wood, to guard against the
moisture, which would otherwise exude,
But this is not its only title to the namej
almost every article of furniture, which in-

deed is scanty, is composed of cork—-the
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tables and benches, the plates and dishes,
The monks are of the most rigid order of
Franciscans, and are, at present, seventeen
in number. In their humble refectory,
which 1s ten feet long, and five feet wide,
they presented us with some indifferent fruit
and wine, and lamented that their means
supplied no better, as their rich benefactors,
from whose bounty they had formerly de-
rived the luxuries of cheese and choeolate,
were no longer in the neighbourhood. They
seemed to feel this principally as it disabled
them from entertaining us; for themselves,
there was apparently a meek submission to
the will of God, which chastened every
wandering thought, and cast no wistful’
look upon the ‘world. They have each a
separate dormitory, with one matrass, re-
sembling more in size and shape the resting
place of the dead than the living. A faint
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gleam: of ‘light " is admitted fo them: by
oblique apertures in the rock. They have
two or three small apartments for different
holy offices; ‘and in miniature have every
thing requisite for the celebration of the
service of their church. Even upon the
stubborn stone, their industry has made
some shadowy walks and bowers, from
which the lovely vale beneath, and the im-
measurable Atlantic, are to be seen 3 and so
much has been done in the way of 1mprove-
ment, that the beauty of the place is almost
as striking as its singularity. - They -shew
you, as their most.estimable wonder, a cave,
four feet in diameter, where Honorius, who
had been a confessor at court for the greater
part of his life, passed sixteen years, and
where he terminated his days at an advanced
«age. Such a mortification deserved to be ca-

nonized, and is thus simply and- not In~
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‘elegantly recorded : ¢ Hic Honorius vitam
finivit, et ideo cum Deo vitam revivit. Obit

1506.7 < Here Honorius endéd i life, and
therefore with God he renews it. He died
in"1596.”—The last place shewn to us was
an altar, dec’afatled with taste. On the table
were some small pieces of money, of which
we understood the meaning : we considered
it'a modest menﬂicanﬁ:y and pious appeaf,
and did not disappoint the wishes of these
poor supplicants. Their gratitude breathed
in prayers for our prosperity. ;

" On departing ‘from this sweet and solemn
retirement, I could not but think that T was
leaving behind me more real happiness, than
I should meet below; in every sense, I
looked down uﬁ)an the world, and was about
to say, *¢ Could you this fair mountain leave

to feed, and batten on that moor”’-—-when



my donkey stumbled, and rouzed me fropg
my reverie, L

. The next object of investigation was the
convent of the order of St. Jeronimo, which
stands on the summit of the mountain, and
18 -principally to be admired for the holdness
of the site, The western front has a most
awful and sublime dppearance, as it seems
to totter over.a chaos of abrupt -and lofty
rocks, and -on the lea:st convulsion ready to
precipitate’ and crush -the village at its hase,
It was founded at the beginning of the six~
teenth century, by King Emanuel ; is buil
with a greyish gramite, ‘in an Imperfect
Gothic style. There is little ‘worthy of
notice in the interior, except a sacrarium of
Aransparent alabaster, which emits sufficient
light to read by from a candle placed within,

On the outside, there are many vestiges of
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ancient buildings. The ruins of 2 Moorish
castle are very extensive; they are ex-
tremely  irregular, and occupy two high
points of rock, with a considerable valley
between them. The views t'hey afford are
in many situations picturesque. One of the
most perfect parts i1s a building, which has
been usually called the Mosque, and which,
though its dimensions are very small, in all
probability was so. Over an arch at the
end of it, the wall has been curiously
painted, and on it is an inscription, in
characters of ' the very ancient - Arabic,
with the words, La ila Alla, repeated
four-and-twenty times in succession, which
establishes the point as to the purpose of
this apﬂlfttﬁ‘ﬂﬁt.- - - '

There is one relic of antiquity, in good
preservation, in the form of a monument,
which probably was a Moorish bath, Tte
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dimensions are fifty feet long by seventeen,
broad.  The water ‘in it is four feet deep,
and *is  perennial, neither Increasing nor
diminishing in winter or summer. It js
always pellucid, being . perfectly free from
sediment, - though, as they state, never
cleansed; and in consequence of these phe-
nomena, it i1s believed to possess extraordj«
nary -virtues,

Near this, there is another singular exca-
vation, shaped like an inverted bell, which
1s supposed to have been used as a magazine
for corn.  On all such subjects, conjecture
must be vague, and may be often erreneous ;
but it is certain, that these heights of Cintra,
with the castle of Palmela, were two of the
last places held by the Moors in Portugal, _
- Here; too, I could -descant upon - the
scenery and prospect, and their effect upon
the imagination; I feel it an impiety to
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pature to refrainj; but I must not fatigue
your patience, nor exhaust my powers, by
any thing that borders on unnecessary repe-
tition. We descended the mountain, and
returned through the valley of Collares,
which may be justly termed the golden vale
of Portugal. - A continuous chain of orange
trees, intermixed with other fruits, almost
arrests your pmgress for many miles. There
is here, from the peculiar richness of the
soil, a wineyard, differing from all others,

which produces the Carcavella wine; and, |
as they drink it unadulterated, the flavour is
exquisite. The beauty of one house and
orange grove induced us to stop and solwit
permission to walk about the gardens. We
were presented to the proprietors, two eldérly
ladies, a widow and her maiden sister, who,

in this paradise, were in absolute want.

They had subsisted for years on the produge
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of their fruits and the Joss of two successive
sgasnns, ‘consequent on the French inroad,
and the exclusion from the English market,
had reduced them from competence to pe-
nury. What can be more affecting than
decent poverty which has witnessed better
days? We felt most sensibly for their
vicissitude, and raised thejr hopes by the
Prospect of the market being soon open for
their second crops of fruit. They hailed us
as comforting angels, and repaid our com-
miseration with blessings and acknowledg-
ments.

On reaching Cintra, we proceeded to the
palace, the irregularity of which ‘evinces that
it was erected at different periods. ‘The
architecture, however, is principally Arabic,
There are some very spacious and handsome
Yooms, the chief of which is the hall of
‘councily where the grandees assembled to
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discuss affairs of state.’ Their escutcheons
are sumptuously painted and éﬂded an the
sides and cielings, We were led to the
apartment where Alfonso the Sixth was
confined, after having been plundered, by~
“his brother, of his wife and crown, both of
which he was indeed unworthy of: here he
remamned for six years, till he closed his
wretched career. The flooring, which is of
tiles, 1s considerably worn, particularly that
corner where he was chained to sleep, 2
space of about six feet by four. The kitchen
is very much the finest I ever biehield, being
sixty feet long by thirty wide, with two
cones, like the shafts of glass-houses, for
chimneys, nearly in the centre, and every
other convenience that culinary science
could desire. The fountains are numerous
and perfect, and the shower-baths admirably
complete; the water issuing from -warious

VOL. I, F
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spouts,’ iﬂ}perceptlb]y small, in the cieling,
sldes, and floor.

‘There is a remarkable anecdote connected
with this palace, which, if new to you, can-
not . fail to be interesting.  Alfonso the
Fourth was passionately fond of hunting;
and soon after his accession to the throne,
he passed a month here in that diversion.
During his absence, the administration was
consigned to favourites, whe neglected the
public interests, and attended only to their
own. ' The nobility, indignant at such
abuse, .called a council; to which they in-
vited ' the King. He -attended, and imme-
diately began by deseribing the sport he had
enjoyed, vegardless “of the important busi
ness for which they'were assembled. - ‘When
he had concluded; one of the noblemen
stoad up, and addressed him in these words :

¢ Sire; courts and ‘camps were allotted for
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kings, not woods and mountajns.” When,
business 1s. sacrificed to s amusement, , the
affairs, even of p_:‘ivate persons, are ;‘in.. dan-
ger;. bat: .when pleasure engrosses - the
thoughts . of a king, 'a Whﬁlﬂ nation must
inevitably be consigned té ruin. . Sire, we
came here not to hear the adventures of the
chace, which are intelligible only to grooms
and falconers, but to consult the welfare of
the people.  Your Majesty will find suffi-
cient employment in attending to their
wants3: and’ if. you’ will ;--mpve'_-the griev-
ances with which "they-are  oppressed, you
will find them dutiful and ebedient'subjects
if not”’~=Here the King interrupted him in
a rage, saying, If not=what: them? . < If
not,” replied the nobleman in’ a firm-tonej
¢ they will look for!a befter King.””. " ~ [+
- -His Majesty left the room with all the in-
dignation that was mnatuyally aroused: by
F 2
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such bold dnd tébeilicus languape.  Bu
his anget was of shott duration’s and he soon
refurned fo the ‘agsembly with & placid
countenancée, and addressed them thisss < |
now perceive the trith of what you have
just advanced. ' A king who will not per-
formi the duties of his throne, cannof have
affectionate subjects. = Remember, that from
this day you have to deo, not. with Alfonso
the Sportsman, but with Alfofiso the Fourth,
King of Portugal.”

His Majesty was faithful to hxs engage«
ment, and became one of the best inonarchs
his kingdom evee daw,

To resume my narrativet Having' passed
the morning thus agreeably, I dined at Sir
Hasery Butrard’s, *Whu’mehréd 'me with that
urbarity, for whiocH “he! ib .conspicudus,
The Convention was not nuch the subject

of conveisation; but he 'spbke of it with
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that confidence and - gratulation, which
proved that he was satisfied with the part he
had acted; and it was impossible to doubt
from his manner; that he enjoyed the in~
estimable happiness of ¢ mens conseia
recti,”” © Had any thing worth communicat-
ing transpired, I should not have felt myself
at liberty to disclose it, Such is the value
of a foreign correspondent. Few are in-
trusted, and they do not divulge. All else
is ramour and conjecture, Under this head
I could idite volumes; but you will prefer
enc Interesting and incontrovertible fact,
which is, that whatever may be the feelings
of the principal movers in the measure of
the Convention, the army entertains the
most decided abhorrence of jt. They con~
demn it in principle, and detest it in detail.
It 1s reported, but scarcely credited, that
the enemy jis to be conveyed to France in
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Our transports, not even ‘s prisoners of war |
and”are to carry with-them their 'niilitary
stores and  equipmerits,” and ' their privaté
property. - But ‘as the particulafs‘are thyste:
riously’ concealéd, “and thatall this‘may
prove to be unfounded calumny;” T' shall 1ot
trouble you with the wisdom," generalship,
and ingenuity, which  ‘are ékefﬁié%d"llpoh it,
Certain it is, that a Convention has’ Been
concluded; the mere existence of ‘which is
deprecated, without adverting - materially ‘to
the terms. It is afgﬁéd, that whatever may
be the ultimate bﬁ:iei:ts of the expedition,
hone '‘can be  paramount to the defeat of
niearly twenty thousand French EU]‘HiEI‘E; that
a terrible example should have been 'maﬂej
if it were only to animate our allies ; that no
consideration of the enemy’s retiring to his
forts, and protracting the campaign, should
have prevailed against ‘the recent experience
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of what our troops can do; that they felt
themselves secure -of fresh wctones, and
were in_a posture to demand uncundltmnal
surrender. So strongly are these ideas im-
pressed upon their minds, that they will not
believe their hero_, Sir Arthur Wellesley ha&
had any share in a transaction, by whmh
they think the:r character 1s compromised,
and their glnry tarnished. Observing my
invariable maxim, ‘“ Audi alteram p_artem’?.
—hear the other side—I shall éuspend my'
}ludgment,ﬁ till I have ﬁldre full and authentic
information,

Three days were pleas:mtly consumed here
in looking at the various villas in the vici-
nity. That belonging to -the Marquis of
Maﬁalvg 1s 1n thé: beét_ style of modern im-
provemént ; but the gardens of Penha Verde
are pre-eminent .in beauty and extent, In-

de,per;dently of their intrinsic claims to ad-
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miration, they are famous for having been
the property and the passion of the memo-
rable Don John de Castro, the philosopher,
the Christian, and the hero. He died in
1548, 1n the government of India, which he
held for three years, and immortalised by
his triumphs and moderation; for in his
fatal illness he was obliged to supplicate the
bounty of the magistrates of Goa, not having
himself the means of purchasing the sim plest
necessaries ;—his last shilling was devoted to
the alleviation of the miseries of his faithful
companions in the field; nor did he leave
sufficient to defray the expences of his inter-
ment, It was he who brought the first
orange-tree to Europe, and his country is
grateful for the gift. Tn various parts of
these gardens, there are grottoes for repose,
and temples for devotion; for this truly great

man was as pious as he was brave; and




73

there were some curious Asiatic antiquities,
with ‘inscriptions, which have been removed
by Junot, or destroyed by time.

It was now necessary for me to take leave
of Cintra; and I must net omit to mention,
that a few minutes previous to my departure
from this lovely concentration of all that
Nature has of beautiful and sublime, my
astonishment, not unmixed with horror,
was excited, on being presented by my
hostess with what is termed in Portuguese,
“ huma conta,” and in Enghsh, a bill,
Not to enumerate the respective charges for
two persons, let it suffice to state, that the
sum total was m the figures 18,000 ; and as
I was not acquainted with any coin, eighteen
thousand of which would not have been an
enormous demand, some sudden changes
were manifest in my countenance and com-

plexion, Tt proved, however, on explana-
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tion,, that they are an imaginary coin, called
the reis, 20 of which make a vintem, about
three halfpence of our money'; 100 a testoa,
Or testoon; 400 a crusado ; 480 a crusado
Aovo 5 and 800 a dollar; so that, though the
charges were high, — for example, 1600 for
cach dinner at a table d’hote,—still they fell
far short of what my ignorance, and fears
expected. As I have. ever considered it an
useless: expenditure of time and temper to
contest such demands, I submitted with
«heerfulness, and even congratulated my
countrywoman on the rapid fortune she was
likely to accumulate. With more candour
than equity she replied, that she had been
suined by the French, and must be repaid
by the English ; which was, in other words,
to say, that the plunder, which had been
pfactised by the former, she was determined
to retaliate upon the latter, Notwithstand-
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ing, we parted as friends ; and in better times
I should not hesitate to return to her house,
without the slightest dread of imposition,
and with the certainty of kind and good en-
tertainment,  Farewell.! my guide dnd bur-
ros simmon me te'pmceedi g THI 00, i
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LETTER V.
Lishon, Sept. 14.

PASSING over 3 bleak, hilly, and uninterest-
ing country, ¥ reached Oeyras on the 7th,
where head-quarters had ‘been established
the day before. The whole army s in can-
tonments m different directions, at about
three leagues’ distance from Lisbon ; in which,
and within twe leagues of it, the French
army 1s concentred. The forts of St. Julien,
the Bugio, and Cascaes ¥, were occupied by
British troops on the ratification of the Con-
vention, which took place on the 30th ultimo.

Anxious to be a spectator of the busy
scene of embarkation, I solicited and ob-
tained permission 'to proceed to Lisbon on
the 9th. And as I shall now have fre-

* For description of these Forts, see Appendix,
No. 10,
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quent occasion to speak of the people of the
country, the followmg extract from an ad-
mired work, Mappa de Portugal, published
.about farty years since, by Padre Jodo Bau-
tista Pe Castro, may not be uninteresting,
It is under the head, << Of the Character
4and Customs of the Portupuese;” and will
enhable you to form cofmpatisens and draw
conclusions.~<¢ ‘Courage is an inheritance
from father to som, as -all the annals and
‘histortes of the wotld testify. Diodorus
Siculus affirms, that the Lusitani were the
most strong and vahiant of the Hispanhi.
" “The same sentiment is repeated by Vegetius,
Platarch, Titus Livius, Valerius Maximus,
.and . many other ancient and foreign aathors.
Theirs is ‘2 -virtuous courage, inspired by
reason. ‘In sapport -of .their honour, they
despise -every danger. Their intrepidity
sproduces -actions, -which 'have more truth
than probability, and which surpass all the
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fictions of the muses.  Their loyalty to their
sovereigns has been remarkable. . All the
chronicles of the world ‘are filled with ac-
counts of disloyalty, with the exception of
the' Portuguese nation. The monarchs of
the country may call themselves the: kings
of children, not of vassals. In proof of
their loyalty, there is no danger nor dif-
ficulty to-which they are riot ready to expose
themselves ; and that no reproach on this
head might attach to the nation, when somé
wretches were punished on the 13th of
January, 1759, .as traitors, the Supreme
Council wisely denaturalised them, before
the sentence was passed. The same faith is
-equally mviolable in all affairs of business. -
" “ Their foreign conquests, from the reign
wf John the First to the time of John the
"Third, were such, that they reckoned in
‘that period thirty-two remote tributary king-
“doms.—There was no climate in which the
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Portuguese arms, called Quinas¥*, had not
been triumphant. But the genius of Por-
tugal appears most high in the zeal and
fervour with which they embraced and cul-
tivated the Christian faith, They were the

first in Europe who erected sacred temples

for the worship of the true religion. It was

* The arms of Portugal are often called Quinas,
from the five shields disposed in form of a cross.

Viram se as Reaes Quinas
Polo mismo Deos dados
De que hudaste esse nome
Com esse cetro rico
Tevantados par ti
Nao contro cinco Reys.
See Castro de Ferreira.
“See thy royal banners wave, ;
See thy standards flaunt the air,
Which heaven itself for conquest gave
- 'To him whose sceptre and whose name yon bear,
INot to behold that once triumphant day,
When, proudly rear’d in Freedom’s sacred cause,
Tiwve vanquish’d kings beneath them prostrate lay,
And the fierce Moor.receiv’d the conqueror’s laws.

" The origin of this cuat-of-arms may be seen at
large, in Mayor Triumfo da Monarquia Lusitana,
snost curiously detailed.



80

they that fought and expelled the Sara-
cens many hundred years before any other
kingdom of Spain could deliver itself from
this vile nation. They it was, who, after
having cleared their country from the foul
Arab, continued to pursue him in Asia and
Africa with no oth