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LIFE OF SIR JOHN MOORE.

Q.

STANTEM NE PRORUAS COLUMNAM.

In the Anthologia, or collection of Greek epigrams, there 1s one
g0 pe:mlmrly fine, at once so condensed in its meaning, and so
compacted In its expression, that it is a real matter of regret to the
writer of this, that he has it not in his power verbally to quote it-
The substance of it, however, is briefly as follows :— -

« Here lies Cleomenes the Spartan; asoldier nnﬂ a PROPHET, who the;aﬁmq,

knew what i‘ate awaited him in the field of battle ; yet, in obedience to the
command of his country, he went, fuught, and fe’ﬂ '—Stran-rer, thisis his

tomb.”

"This translation is made from memory ; the book is not hefnrc
the writer of this, nor, m his present situation, accessible, The
above epigram, however, speakﬁ for itself; it has that commanding
energy, in which the Greek writers abound, and that intrinsic ma-
jesty of thought, that it needs not any peculiar dress to recom-
mend it. . Nothing is so near to my wishes as to infuse a love of
solid and elegant literature iuto the army. No condition of life
aﬂ"mdasﬂ much leisure, and in no condition .of life would such
Icarumg be more useful. . You would soon find the fruit of it, not
only in a new fund of cccupation, which ouly springs anew as you

veshaust it ; but in that added dignity of miud, that increased self-
estitnation, which are the best roots of all that is goed and great.
True heroism is 2 piiuciple and not an impulse. :
" To return, however, to our subject. It must be unnecessary to

‘enforce the app[iﬁ:iﬁiun of the above epigram to Sir John Moore,,

Hls nplm-:ms ate as well known as his illustrious fate. He remain-

ed'in Spain s mlhnﬂ* aud knowing vietim to a ‘stern sense of his

Enh’[w duty Not anly the ministers of the day, but unfortus

uately even the whole English nation, were in total ignorance of the
A
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Life of Sir Johsn Moore.

real sfate of Spain. Under this ignorance, added to the enthusiasm
fhatural to a free people, England not only hoped, but with cer-
tainty expected, the entire deliverance of the Spanish people, and
the total expulsion of the French. Even this English minister at
Madrid eaught this unhappy contagion. Such were the circum=
stances under which Sir John Moore acted ; suchy were those to
which he fell a victim ; and such, happily indeed ib a diminished
degree, still obscure somewhat of the lustre of his glory. Time,
however, which destroys every thing else, only strengtheus and
coufirms a just reputation. Such a reputation is raised upon truth
and nature, and the superstructure, therefore, is as eternal as thn
basis.

Sir John Moore was born on that prwatL floor to which snclet}’
_has so often owed its best ornaments. ¥le was educated with the
example of industry and of its success before his eyes. |

His grandfather, the Rev. Charles Moore, was a cl'ergymnn nf’
the church of Scotland. He was one of the ministers of the church
of Stirling about the year 1730; at a time when the income of that
office was about 100/ per annum. Upon this income Mr. Moorg
. contrived not only to live respectably, but to give a good educa-
tion to his son, Dr. John Moore, the father of Sir John. :

On the death of the Rev. Charles Moore, about the year 1795,:
John Moore, afterwards Dr, Moore, then a boy about five years’
old, was removed by his mother to Glasgow, to the nmghbﬂurhnﬂf[
-of which her family belonged, and where she had a small patn-
mony. This lady, the grandmother of Sir John, was the daughs
ter of John Anderson, esq. of Dowhill, in the neighbourhood of
Glasgow. If family tradition may be trusted, she was a worthy
and rather remarkable woman, 1In a brief memoir of the family,
written, I believe, by one of the members of it, and from which
some of these particulars are taken, she is thus mentioned :—
¢ This lady (Mrs, Moore) was eminently distinguished by her un-
derstanding, which enabled her to conduct her own affairs, and te
guperintend the education of her son with becoming propriety ;
she was at the same time eminent for her piety, which she ?EP?.
early infused into the mind of her only child, as well as for the be<
nevolence of her heart, that enabled her to cherish a love of hua
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manity in others, whilst she herself exhibited a living example of
its effects.” | .
It is pleasing thas to trace to the souree some of those excellent
qualities which so eminently characterised Sir John Moore. They
thus seemed to have passed from the mother to her child, and from .
the father to his son. How enviable must be the family in which
. virtue itself is the inheritance ! Yet such is the certain fruit of
parental example and care. 1 think it is Horace that says, and
says it with as much true poetry as pature, *¢ Were it given me
again to go behind the curtain of the world, and chuse the father
who shou}d bring me into life, yea, venly, it should be that honest
man, that freeman of Arpinum, who was my father.” I have
fortunately a Horace at hand, and therefore may. at once justify
my memory and translation. The passage 15 as follows: it speaks
at once to the heart and the head, and therefore I shall give it at

length.. -

# Nunc ad me redeo libertino patre nalum :
Quem rodunt omues libertino patre natum——
Si purus et insons,

{Ut me collaudem) si et vivo carus amicis:

Causa fuit pater his——

Ipse mihi custos incorruptissimus omnes

Circum doctores aderat, Quid multa ? pudicum
(Qui primus virtutis honos) servavit ab omni

Non solum facte, verum opprobrio quoq ; turpij—
Nil me peniteat sanum patris hujus :—
Nam si natura juberet
A certis annis ®vam remeare peractum,
Atque alios legere ad fastum guoscungue parentes;
Optaret sibi quisque ; meis contentus, onustos
Fascibus et sellis nolim mihi sumere”

May it be permitted to the writer of this to mention, that in in-
dulging in the above long extract, descriptive of an excellent pa-
_rent, he has yet another object in his ¢ mind’s eye” than the father
of Sir John Moore, The writer of this is himself yet smarting un-
der the green-wound of the loss of hus father ;—and of such a
father! Will the reader have the goodness to pardon lis egotism ;—
let those who would not imitate it, throw the first stone,
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Mr. Moore, the father of Sir John, was educated in the Univer-
sity of Glasgow ; and kuowing that he had nothing toTeok to but
to his talents and kuowledge; cultivated them with a careful attene
tion. He selected for himself the profession of physic. His mother
placed him under the tuition of Dr. Gordon, a physician of much

eminence.  Mr. Moore, however, was likewise a constant atten-
dant on Drs, Hamilton and Cullen: the latter of whom » we believe,
‘was the founder of a new school of physic and chemistry. |

Mr. Moore, however, had too much activity of mind to remain
satisfied with the ordinary medical education. He shortly obtain.
‘ed an appointment of much advantage, The Duke of Cumber-
land was about to lcave England to take the command of the allied
: army in Flanders, and Mr. Moore, being introeduced to his notice
by one of the Argyle family, he was immediately appointed one of
the surgeons or ‘physicians to the expedition, He #ccnrdingly em-
barked upon this service about the year 1747. He here went
through a long course of surgical experience, = His first quarters
were at Maestrecht, where he acted as mate., From Maestrecht
he was moved to Flushing, in consequence of the recommendation
of Mr. Middleton, the directorsgeneral of the military hospitals.
He obtained by the same recommendation the patronage of the
Earl of Albermarle, Shortly afterwards, he was detached to the ase
sistance of the Coldstream regiment of guards, which was at that
time under the command of General Braddock. |

From Flushing he accompanied the Coldstream regiment to -
Breda, and peace being shortly afterwards concluded he returned
to England, | : -

In the memoir of the life of Dr. Moore, to which we have above
referred, it is mentioned, that during the greater part of the above
service abroad, Mr. Moore was between his 17th and 19th year of
- age, He acted as assistant-surgeon to the Coldstream when he was
only- m his.17th year. Upon his return to.London he attended .
the anatomieal lectures of Dr. Hunter for two years ; after which,
accompanied by M. Fordyce, afterwards Sir ‘William, he set out
« for Paris, in order to superadd the knowledge of the French me-
~dical school to that of the English and Seotch. Very fortunately
for Mr. Moore, Lord Albermarle, the colonel of the Coldstream,
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to which Mr. Moore had been amstant-nurgenu, ‘was at that

time ambassador in France. . Lord Albermarle immediately re-
cognised ‘and adopted his young countryman. He appointed
him surgeon to his household, which was of itself an introduction
to company and notice. Mr. Moore, from early hfe, was an ob-
server of men and manners, and no situation ecould  certainly be
more favourable to administer food to this curiosity. Mr. Moore,
however, was not so seduced by the pleasures-of company, and by
the splendour and luxuries of an ambassader’s table, as to forget
the main point,—his improvement in medical knowledge. He had
accordingly the strength of mind to forego all these pleasures
‘when they interfered with his more serious purpeses. Accordingly,
‘leaving the hotel de Mirepoix, he selected some lodgings nearer
to the hospitals. Ilere he gave himself up trutirely to his uiaiiml
‘pursuits, ; 3
- He remained at Paris two years ; after 'whu:h he returned to
Scotland upon an invitation from Dr. Gordon, his former tutor.
"The doctor invited him now to Become his partuer; and Mr,
Moore, by the advice of his fifends, immediately accepted an in-
~vitation as lucrative as it was liberal. Mr. Moore was now esta-
-blished ; his reputation had been pre?oui]y fixed, and the means
of opulence were now in his power.
Mr. Moore was thus fixed at Glasgow a8 a surgeon and phyﬂ.
ccian, . Seeing himself sufficiently established, he married Miss
‘Simson, the daughter of the Rev. Mr. Simson, professor of divi.
‘nity in the University of Glasgow. By this lady he had one daugh-
ter and five sons ; the eldest of whom was John Muure, aﬂErwurd:
Sir John. it
Sir John Moore was burn at Glasgow in the year 1760. Tlm
town, as we have above mentioned, was the seat of his mother’s fa-
mily, as likewise that of his grandfather. Sir John, therefore, al-
ways considered it as peculiarly his own town. No life, perhaps,
was more migratory than that of Sir John Moore. After he had
entered the army, he was scarcely, perhaps, two years in one situa=
tion ; a kind of hife whichis supposed to divest the mind of any
strength of local attachment. Sir J ohn, however, always fondly,

——
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remembered the town of Glasgow, where he received his birth and
the first rudiments of his education. 4 .

Sir Johin Moore had attained the eighteenth year of his age,
when a circumstance occurred which opened new prospects to his
family. The young Duke of Hamilton, a nobleman of great pro=
mise, being afflicted with a consumptive complaint, was attended
by Dr. Moore. 'This young man’s malady, however, baffled all
the efforts of medicine; and, after a lingering illness, he died in the
fifteenth year of his age. Dr. Moore is said to have written a very
pathetic eulogy on this youth; a circumstance which led to a more 1
Antimate connexion with the family. ' The late Duke of Hamilton,

--.".'."i;be*mg_ like his brother, of a sickly constitution, his mother, the

o

“Duchess of Argyle, determined that he should ‘travel in company
mth some gentleman, who, to a knowledge of medicine, added
- g__;f‘-ﬂcquaintance with the continent. Both of these qualities were
.;{nitEd in the person of Dr. Moore, who, by this time, had obtain«
ed the degree of M. D. from the University of Glasgow. '
They accordingly set out together, and they spent a period of -
no less than five years abroad ; during which they visited France,
Italy, Switzerland, and Germany. On this occasion, John, the
eldest son of Dr. Moore, accompanied his father: and thus, be-
sides the advantages of paternal instruction, had a most excellent
.opportunity of obtaining l'ﬁﬁﬂit_‘? in the languages. The same
early introduction into the world, and into the variety: of foreign
‘manners, tended; no doubt, to give to his own manners that polish
and refinement which so eminently characterised him. With such
a preceptor as Dr. Moore by his side, there was ne -apprehension
but that travel would produce its proper effect. Accordingly,
‘with respect to mere manners, those of Sir John Moore had the
~€ease and grace, without the levity and frivolity, of those usually
formed by travelling. ] ' i
. Sir John Moore very early. obtained a commission in the army.
The Hamilton and Argyle families exerted themselves in assisting
. him upwards ; and accordingly he became a lieutenant-colonel in
the 52d regiment, almost as soon as the forms of ‘office, more re<
Jaxed than they are at present, could allow.
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- If military instruction were more 2 aj'stem than it at present 1s,
there might be a reason for an interval of two or three years be-
tween a subaltern and field officer; but there is certainly notbing
int the course of regimental duty which would reasonably require
more than a month, - The regulations of the French war office are
more liberal in this respect.
. The war of the French revolution no soouer commenced, than
all officers, of a due zeal in their profession, eagerly embraced this
eccasion of active service. The first sexvice of Licutenant-colonel
Moore was on an eccasion of equal praise and brilliancy.
" General Paoli having taken refuge in England, after is unsuc-
cessful attempts tomaintain the liberty of his country, hadstill con-
trived to keep up a correspondence with his friends in Corsica;
and about this time (1795) he intimated  to the English governs
ment, that if a suifable force was landed in Corsica, the island
would immediately submit. b
The English government decmed this proposal worthy of serious
attention. Accordingly, Lieutenant-colonel Moore and Major
Kachler were commissioned to land secretly in the island, and to
make all due inquiries as to the alleged dispositions of the Corsi-
cans, 'This inquiry was fully satisfactory. Admiral Lord Hood
was immediately ordered to embark a body of troops at Nice upon
this service. Those orders were immediately obeyed, and the ads
miral, haﬁﬁg taken on board a bedy of troops under Lieutenant-
general Dundas, sailed from Hieres ou the 24th of January, 1795;
and on the 27th reached the island of Corsica. " y
' The expedition anchored in Martella Bay, so called from Mar-
tella Tower ; a name pow well known amongst us, inasmuci as
the tower above mentioiied has given its name to the Martella
towers with which our coast is now encircled, The land forces,
consisting of the second battelion of the royals, the eleventh,
twenty-fifth, -thirtieth, fiftieth, fifty-first, and sixty-ninth regie
ments, amounting in all to about fourteen hundred men, were
Japded under Lieutenant-general Dundas, and were immediately
led bn to the attack of the town, :
- The brave ‘and obstinate defence, which a garrison of thirty-five
Wen were, enabled to make in this tower; has occasioned, as has
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‘been above said; the introduction of similar forts amongst our-~
selves. It is, in consequence, unnccessary to give any detailed
~deacription of Martella fort; suffice it to say, that the Martella
tower, in its original form, is a cylindrical tower, built in a circus
lar ditch, and overtopping the ditch about two or three feet. The
. ditch is usually of such a breadth as to afford a cireuit of ten or
twelve feet between the wall of the tower and the sidesof the diteh.
The walls are of a great thickness, and two eighteen-pounders are
mounted on the summit of the tower. A bemb proof casemate,
capacious enough to shelter an hundred men, defended a well,
which at once supplied water for drinking, and also for extinguish-
mg any fire occasioned by any attack on the part of the enemy.
The rotundity and narrow diameter of the fort rendered it a mark
extremely difficult to be hit; and even when struck, as the balls
generally took it in an oblique direction, the damage was inconsi=
derable, and the garrison, never exceeding forty men, were exs
posed to little or no danger. | . a1
* Buch was the fort against which General Dundas and Lord
‘Hood made a combined attack by sea and land : and so excellent
was its construction, that for a considerable time it was enabled to
withstand them both. The Fortitude and Juno frigates anchored
abreast of it, whilst the land forces took the most convenient posie
tion which presented itself. The Juno and Fortitude, however;
after an attack of'two hoursand a half, found it necessary to withs
draw; the guns of the ships having made no 1mpression on the fort,
whilst those of the fort had very nearly set the ships on fire, ' It
should have been mentioned in the above description of the fort,
that the part of the fort, which overtopped the ditch, was covered
and defended by a purapet of the same height on the further side
of the ditch, the top of which sloped off into the field. Thi pa-
sapet was composed of rammed clay, and throughout the whole of
its slope, from the top to the field, was of sufficient thickness to be
cannon~proof. M3 &

The assault was now changed to an attack in form: and thus
(an eminent instance of the utility of engineering in war) a. gafiie
son of thirty-five men had the honour of holding at bay, for some
days, a EE{;HIEI" force of fourteen hundred men, and a ltiuadrnn of
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The land forces at length found an eminence which coms~
manded it, and immediately erected a battery onit. Even this,

_however, had very little effect, as the top of the tower was bombs

_proof. 'The garrison, howevyer, not so much from any nece&mty,
“as from a panic at the superior force of their enemy, at length

surrendered. Had the garrison been more, determined, and had

the heights, by which they were commanded, been occupied by
a similar tuwer, the island, most certainly, would not haye been

fﬂkeﬂi

Whilst this siege, for such it was, was carrying on, h&utenanh

‘colonel Moore was detached with two regiments, a small hﬂmtzer,

‘and a six-pounder, for the purpose of making an attack ou a. fﬂrt,
named Convention Fort, a main defence of the town of Fﬂrnelh,

“and of the whule 1sland.

After a very difficult march of aume miles, over a mgged and

' m::untamuus country, 1t was discovered, upon making the recons

_peitre, that the place was infinitely too strong for a coup de main.

“The fort was garrisoned by troops of the line, and commanded by

" a French officer, who had too much courage and experience to sur

render to meve superiority of numbers. Lieutenant-colonel Moore

. accordingly reported, that the fort and town could not be t&kﬂn
“without a regular attack ; but that if heavy artillery Euuid be

~brought up, there would be a prospect of success.

“This was rio sooner communicated to Lord Hood, and by him
‘4o the officers and seamen of the navy, than (we believe without-

" any direct command) they undertook to accomplish this: arduons

" work., Some heavy artillery was accordingly put on shore from
_the ships, and after theincessantlabour of four days, (from Feb, 12th

"to the 16th), four eighteen-pounders, one large howitzer,and a ten

inch mortar, were carried up to the appointed spot, an eminence

elevated no less thgm seven hundred feet above the level of the sea,
'One of these pieces was immediately directed against two French

frigates in the bay, and so succeaﬂfully played. against them as to

vompel them to retire. The other pieces were brought to bear
against Convention, Fort, being distributed into two batteries, ane

~of which enfiladed the fort, whilst the other took it in S5

The French commander was now summoned, but refused te

g
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ﬁgtu!ﬁm. It was in consequence resolved to make an immediate
assault. = Accordingly, on the evemng of the 17th of Febmgry,
~ Lieutenant-colonel Moore headed a columm, “ with which he ad-
vanced against the nearest part of this formidable redoubt, whilst
Lieutenant-colonel Wauchope and Ca ptain Stewart extended
themselves on the centre and on the left.” The attack was com-~
pletely successful. Lientenant-colonel Moore fought amongst the
thickest of the enemy, and at the head of his men. With his own
and he cut down a French grenadier, who was fighting by the
side of his commander. The French commander likewise fighting
mnét'brﬁvely at the head of his men. The enemy were shortly
afterwards forced down a steep hill in their rear, and the victory
and full success remained with the English, |

The result of the operations was, that the English became masw
ters of the town and bay, and of the best part of the island. -

Lord Hood requested Major-general Dundas to prosecute his suc- ;
~cessto its complete issue,and to lay siegeto Bastia; but the Maj.c:r-
- general, deeming his forces insufficient, considered it,_'aﬂ._ﬁi's"dut}'ia
“decline compliance. Tt shounld be added, that he momentarily ex-
pected a reinforcement. | vk

The navy, however, from a spirit of emulation with the army
and which, in combined attacks, is, perhaps, sometimes carried
too far, were not satisfied with these reasons, and femlw_:& to ma];e
the attempt on Bastia with their own marines alone, .:jlkccnni'iggl'g,
Lieutenant-colonel Villetes of the marines, and Admiral Lord
Nelson, at that time Cﬂptair; Nelson, were inmediately landed,
with a body of men, upon this service. The batteries were imme-
diately opened, and the place summoned. It held out fur'thir't'y-
three days, and then surrendered. It would be invidious not te

give the navy and marines their deserved praise,
" There r‘:nt':unw;:':uvt’[J:r remained Calyi to complete the conquest of the
island, Athrd'iligij, on the 9th of June, 1795, the -hﬂd ﬂ_rréﬁ
having received a VEry'lﬁﬁnaidembl_e reinforcement, u;ide'r"Liéut_.-
general Stewart, both the general and the admiral commenced the
siege in form ; the land forces taking up a_very .'Etrﬂng position,
called the Serra del Capucine, three riles distant from Calvi.
Nothing could be more difficult, ind_é‘éd almost wsurmountable,
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than the approaches by land. The land and sea forces again

worked in concert to overcome these obstacles. 'The seamen and

soldiers were employed in constructing roads, bringiug up artile

lery, orduance stores, and provisions. The nature of the ground,

ﬁid the neceseary operations, were such, that the scene resembled
rather the making a new seftlement, than a military attack.  The

body of the place wis defended by two detached forts, Molli~
nochesio and Mozello, and it was necessary to carry these before

an assault could be made upon the toswn. The fort of Mollino-

_ chesio was situated upon en eminence, buta position was taken
whence it was commanded with effect. It accordingly, after some

interval, capitulated. - | '

Mozello, however, built in the form of a -star-work, was a fort’
of so much strength, that the enginéers reported it as their opi=?
nion, that it must be attacked by works raised within seven hun-
dred yards of its walls; and that in order to execute this scheme’
of attack, it was necessary to put the whole army n motion, and,
by a sudden and general movement, bring it to the precise spot of
ground previously marked out. = This movement was accordingly *
executed, ‘and a breach very shortly effected. - :

The enemy were now again summoned, but refused to surren-
der. - Tt was accordingly resolved to storm the work ; and Lieu-
tenant-colonel Moore, having so bravely distinguished himself in -
fhe 'assault of Convention Fort, was ﬂppointed- to conduct
the whole.. Day-break, on the following morning, was appoiuted
for the execution, Late on the preceding night the troops were -
distributed amongst themyrtle bushes, with which the neighbour-
ing rocks were covered, and thus breught so near to the breach as
to be upon the spot at the required moment. Lieutenant=colonel
Moore had his station in the midst of them, in anxious expectation
of the first dawn of the ' morning. |

*{}enerﬁt"ﬂtéwart, ‘Wg?er; being unusually solicitous, rode from
his head-quarters before day=light : a few moments conversation
took place between Lieutenant-colonel Moore and that general §
and it was agreed between thein that the attack should be immedi-
atély made. ~ Lieutenant-colonel’ Moore,  supported by Major
Bremtuﬁ;'imnmdiutalj-a;&i&nte&- with wiloaded arms, and in' &
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brisk pace, in the expectation of taking the enemy by surprise.
They. were seen; however, from the ramparts whilst in their mid
Career, and immediately saluted with a volley of grape-shot ; but
which, iu.consequence of the indistinct view, arising from the want:
of light, did but little execution, This diacharge had no other
effect on the assailants than to provoke their courage to greater
effortss They immediately rushed forwards with redoubled:
pace, and, regardless of the fire of musketry, the roaring of
cannon, and the bursting of shells, scrambled up the rubbish. of
the breach. - Lieutenant-colonel Wemys, with the royal regiment.
of artillery, and two pieces of cannon, the latter under the direc«,
tion of Lieutenant Lemoine of the artillery, attacked and carried
the battery on the left. This attack on:the left, and, the assault
‘&t the breach, were preceeding at the same time, :

.The enemy opposed a most gallant resistance, fighting: most.
‘desperately, even in the mouth of the breach. The captain of the.
royals was most grievously wounded at the side of Lieutenant-
¢olonel Moore, who. was himeelf likewise wounded in the head by
the same shell, Though the effect of  this wound ' was such as to
stun the Lieutenant-colonel, and though he' bled profusely, it did.
tot prevent him from entering the breach with the grenadiers,
who hadino sponer gained the summit, than rushing forwards,
they became masters of the whole work, Those of the enemy who
were not killed or taken prisoners fled into the town. When
General Stewart, who had posted himself upon: a - neighbouring
éminence, whence he witnessed the whole proceedings.of his gal«
lant detachment, perceived the grenadiers aseending, he applied)
the spurs to his horse, and rode to the bottom of the hill upon
which the fort stood'; upon reaching which he quitted his saddle,
and mounted directly to the breach, Finding the troops in pos+
session of the place, he threw himself, with a true military ardour,.
into the arms of Lieutenant=colonel Moore ; the surrounding sol-
diers, who witnessed the scene, shouting with Joy. In the memoir,
from whence we have taken this acconnt, the writer: very justly
obseryes, that to Lieutenant-colonel Moere this moment wasworth
years of common life, The same writer (the father of Sir John:
Moore, the late. Dy, Moore), in some observations, upon. this gals
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lant explait, so. sl;nplfmarha out the lincaments of : the characteri
of his son, that we cannot do better, perhaps,. than. give them in,
his own. words.:— Fr

¢ Tt does not fall to.the share of many officers, even, during &
Jong, military, career, to conduct. an. assault,, or even, to. assist in
taking a fortress by storm. Such dangerous services seldom: o¢=
curred formerly, as. the. garrison. generally capitulated immedia~
tely after a breach wasmade. It has been the fate of. this young
officer {Lieutenant-colonel Maore) to. conduet two, and to preve
successful in beth.  All military. operations being suspended by
the taking of Qﬁi’ﬁi,..th&;aéjnmﬂtgﬂwf@bnﬂ:thﬂa-fﬂmﬂSaretunned~tﬂf
England, and at,the recommendation of . Lieutenant-general - Ste«
wat, Lieutenant-colonel; Moore, was appointed: t0 sneceed  bim.,
General S_tﬂwm,mw.ﬂ?%:ﬁﬂﬂﬂéﬁfiﬂn%ﬁ;zmmsuﬁﬂu the warm.
vegret, not only; of the: British troepss by whomy his;military talents.
were greatly, admired, but also.ofi the: native Comsicanss whose afe:
fections he had. conciliated-in,auwondexful, degree. Aad: no  petr:
son had more cause to,lament;his, departure than the adjutant-ge--
neral (Lieutenant-colonel Moore). Highly esteemed by: his.brother.
officers, beloved, by the soldiers;and enjoying the confidence.of the
general whom he bad. succeeded in the military: command, he bad:
the misfortune; not to please the viceroy:.  In conseguence of a:res
presentation; from whom,, to the surprise of  every: bodys and: of
pone more than the commanderof the troops, he was recalled from.
his situation in Corsica, This seemed the more extraordivary, be-:
cause, independent; of the. cool,intrepidity,. zeal for theservice, and!
the profession and talents he hadiso eminently displayed ; he is of!
o modest unassuming character, humane; of’ serupnlous integrity,.
incapable of adulation, and:more golicitons to deserve than to re=
ceive praise.. 'To the Corsicans, who had ahigh admiration of mi=
litary talents,and, are, perbaps, not such good judges of those as.of:
a ;ﬁlﬁﬁﬂiﬂn.tﬁﬂ:ﬁmﬂmﬂipmmﬂy inexplicable ; because
they had heen, witnesses to, the successful exertions of: the officers,
and even unable to,comprehend: the merit of the. person at whose:
request he waa recalled.” |

The above extraet, 18 made. from a memoir of the siege of Calwi,.
iﬁih'ﬂrf#‘hﬂn--&;ﬁi: John. How peculiarly gratifying must it haves
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been to the filial feelings of ' the son, that the father was thus a
spectator of his gallantry! ~ o . £ 00
General Stewart had thus made a compleat conquest of the isle
of Corsica. He now began the arrangenients of its civil concerns,
- The general consulta were conveked'at Corte, the meost central in
the whole island ; at which the venerable Paoli acted as president,
The representatives chosen from the various provineces or districts’
then voted, with one uuanimous voiee, that Corsica should be
united for ever to the British crown. Sir Gilbert Elliot, now
Lord Minto, who had been sent as commissioner to Toulon, and
who acted as viceroy, ‘accepted this offer in the name of his Ma.
jesty; anda constitution, perhaps but little suitable to the genius
of these rude islanders, yet assuredly ' friendly in no common
degree to their national and civil liberties, was immediately ten-
dered. But it way the opinion of General Stewart; that another
mode-of conduct ought to have been adopted ; and, if we are to
judge from events, he appears to have estimated the character and
situation of those new subjects with, the eye of a statesman, as well
- @s that of a soldier. After reviewing the whole of the island, and
examining the means of defence, he represented to the English
cabinet, thatthe best mode of proceeding would be to occupy the
fouts and harbours, and leave the civil government in the hands of
the natives : in short, that they should be allowed to retain that jn. -
dependence, in which they had always prided themselves; while
even they, on the otherhand, would thus avoid a supremacy equally
burthensome and expensive. But a different mode was adopted,
Incomes were assigned and pensions granted to the chiefs, while it
was naturally expected that something sheuld be contributed by
this newly emancipated people in return.  But they were unac-
quainted with fiscal regulations ; they spurned at the idea of tax-
stion, and content with their flocks, their streams, and their ches.
nuts, they almost set the acts of the exchequer at definnce,  In
the mean time, the commander-in-chief left the island, tothe ‘great
regret of - the inhabitants, whose friendship he had obtained. Be-
- fore bhis departure, he recommended Lieutenant-colonel Moore, -
now invested with the rank of adjutant-general, as a proper person
tosueceed him, - This officer also enjoyed the confidence of the
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natives, and the esteem of the troops ; but be was recalled, as haa
" been said, at the instigation of a person invested with high authe-
. zity. General Paoli also appears to have given umbrage, as it was
- found necessary for him to retire, first at Leghorn, and afterwards
to Eugland ; happy at escaping from the scenes that ensued, and
at being exempt from the sorrow and Jdanger of beholding the
place of his nativity once more in possession of the French. _
The next service of Sir John Moore was in the West Indies.
The affairs in that part of the world  had assumed a very unpleas-
_lng aspect after the return of Sir Charles Grey. The French were
exerting themselves to make their fortune abroad, and keep
some pace with their brilliant success at home, ~Accordingly, un~
der the vigour and ability of Victor Hugheé they repossessed them~
 selves of Guadaloupe and St. Lucia, cifected their landing on the
island of Martinique, and loisted the tri-coloured flag on several
~ forts in the islands of St. "Ulpcent, Grenada, and Marie Galante.
In this state of things,govenment resolved to send out an expe'
~ dition; under the command of Sir Ralph Abercrombie. |
_He accordingly repaired to Syathampton on the 30th of August
]79&, and took charge of the troyps appointed for this service. Sir
Ralph Abercromby was unfortumtely detained in that district so
long beyond the expected period of his departure, that after the
troops had. assembled, and were enbarked, the equinox set in, and
several transports were lost in . -endewvouring to clear the Clmnnfgi -
Nutmthstaudmg this disaster, and n spite of the seasen, every
exertion was made, and the general, -nth his staff, &ec. made the.
_best of his way to the West Indies. .
_ On his arrival, no time was lost in fq-mmg a plan for the upera-u
-~ tion, of the army ; and as soon as the sason permitted, the troops
mnred in every quarter. On the 24th  March, 1796, a detach=
ment, under the orders of Brigadier-gemral Nichols, composed cf
the gth and 63d regiments, with a part »f the Buffs, landed on
the island of Girenada, attacked Port Royl, and, after an pbutl..
_nate dispute with the enemy, carried it. Ifngadmr-neneml CamP.
bell led the assault with the Buffs and hﬂ regiments, aud, thm
was done in the most determined. manner ; he soldiers of both re-
 gunents ruahmtr into the fort, thrqugh the smbrasures. C“Fta“&

!



@ L SUPPLEMENT TO

: ‘.tlﬁ‘qf ‘Sir }ﬂfi’ﬁn*ﬂfl'ﬁﬂtr‘h _

A Clary, of the 29th, was the officer who first entered in this manner.
“"Phe success of this enterprise was immiéediately followed by the
“enemy evactating Pilot-hill. :

This advantage was not obtained without some loss; Majot
“Edwards, of the Buffs, was killed, and Lientenant-colonel Daws
“on, of the 8th, was severely wounded ; several other brave officers

were killed and wounded: The general found no difficulty in ob«
“taining possession of the settlements of Demerara and Essequibo, in
“fhe province of Surinam, in South America. - He dispatched Ma-
. jﬂr-general Whyte with the 89th, 93d, and 99th regiments, on the
“15th of April, in the ships which Admiral Sir John Leforey had
“provided for the purpose ; and on the 21st the squadron arrived
o1 the coast of Demerara. The next day the ‘governor and coune
“eil were summoned to surrender the colony to his Britannic Majes«
“ty, which they did upon conditions agreed on. 'The Major-genes
val, according to the orders he thd received, proceeded to take pose
¥ “jession of the island of Essequibo,and Lieutenant-colonel Hislop
was left commandant of both islands. | |

The commander-in-chief had nade the necessary arrangements

““@ith the admiral for conveying the troops destined for an attack
‘upon the island of St. Lucia, vhen Sir Hugh Christian arrived,
“Arpon whom the command of the fleet devolved. This change,.
“Rowever, did not in the least retard the projected design ; both
“commanders were equally wdl disposed, and of perfect accord.
The squadron had sailed fran Carlisle bay the 22d April, and-
“anchored on the evening ofthe 23d in Martin  bay, Martinico, the
day previous to Sir Hugh Christian taking upon him the command
of the naval force. The gmament sailed again on the 26th for St.
“Lucia, and the previous isposition for landing was strictly fol«
“Jowed.  Major-general [ampbell was to disembark with 1,700
" 1men, at Longueville's fay, which he effected with no other oppo~
sifion thav a few shots fom Pigeon island. The centre division
“of the army disembark d near the village of Chec. When thgz'éne-
., my perceived the h of the first column advancing, they retired
“4o Morne Chabot, o of the strongest mornes on the island, ex-
“cept Morne Fortune and which it was necessary to take before
“this last could be ompletely ipvesteds But Brigadier-general
f
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Moore and Brigadier-general Hope, attacking it on opposite sides,
it was carried after considerable resistance. The next day Biigas
dier-general Hope occupied Morne Duchasseaux, in the rear of
Morne Fortune. Major-general Morshead invested Morne Fortune
on the south side. The enemy had a garrison of nearly 2000 well
disciplined black troops, some hundred whites; and a number of
black people who had taken refuge in the fortress. Incarrying the
battery of Seche, withinashort distance of the works of Morne Fora
tune, Lieutepa-nt-culunei Maleolm was killed, and the. difficulties
of approach were found greater than expected, from many circums
stances, but especially from the intricate nature of the country.
The general was obliged to undertake a laborious communication
from Choc bay to that of Morne, by means of a new road, capable
of allowing the transportation of heavy cannon. These difficulties,
with numerous other impedimeunts which the enemy threw in the
way of the army, the general fully overcame. On the 16th of
May, a battery of eighteen pieces of ordnance was opened, afters
the mannerof a first parallel ; a second and third followed; and on
the morning of the 24th, the 27th fegiment lodged themselves
upon two different puints, the nearest of which was pot above five
hundred yards from the fort. The enemy made a vigorous effort
to dislodge them, but the commander had inspired so much ar-
dour into the troopss that they were repulsed with considerable
loss. . Upon the evening of the 24th, the enemy desired a suspen-
gion of arms till noon the next day :1t was granted only till eight in
the morping. A capitulation for the whole island ensued; and on
the 26th, the garrison, to the amount of 2000 men, marched out,
laid down their arms, and became prisoners of war. Fidgeon

island fell of course into the possession of the British commander.
The veturn of orduance, ammunition, and stores, captured on the

- island and its dependency, Pigeon island, as given in by Driga-

dier-general Lloyd, colonel of artillery, and the officer of engis

Heers, was uncommonly great. - |

" Brigadier-general Moore being left im quiet possession of the

captured island, the general _ha_ﬂténed the embarkation of the ar-

tillery and troops destined to act in “t. Vincent’s and Grenada ;
but as the weather was unfavourable, this work tool up some days!
C
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the whole was, however, ready to sail on the 3d of June., The St.
Vincent’s division was ordered to rendezvous at Kingston bay, and
that for Grenadaat Curacou, one of thelGrenadines. Major-general
Nicholls met the commander-tu-chief at the latter place, where the
operations for Grenada were settled. The next day (the 7th) his
excellency returned to St.Vincent's: and on the 8th the troops dis-
etbarked. The following day (the 9th) they marched in one columi,
by the right, as far as Stubbs, about eight miles from Kingston,
Each division halted for that evening opposite to their respective
pointsof attacl:. On the 10th the enemy’s flank wasturned, and two
12=potnders, two Gspounders, with two howitzers, were advanced
within 600 yards of the enemy’s works. These batteries were well
served, but the enemy maintained themselves from seven in the
morning till two in the afternoon. During this time Maj or-gene-
ral Morshead, from the apparent little effect of the artillery to-
ward reducing the redoubt, handsomely offered to carry it by
“storm ; but the general being willing to spare the lives of the
troops, and observing that the part of the line which he command-
ed laboured under disadvantages, deferred the assault till the dea
cline of the day rendered it absol utely necessary, Major-general
Hunter's divisonon the right, with a part of Lowenstein’s corps,
and two companies of the 42d regiment, lodged themselves within
a short distance of the fort. Soon after the two remaining com-
panies of that regiment and the Bufls,supported by the York ran-
gers, were ordered to advance tothe attack. The enemy, unable to
withstand the ardour, retired from their first, second, aud third re-
doubts, but rallied round their new Vigie, their principal post.
As Brigadier-general Knox had cut off the enemy’s eommunica-
tion with the Caribs, and the latter were driven into the country,
with the loss of their post, the enemy was within the pewér of the
British assailants. He desired to capitulate, and was allowed to
do so. |
The number of prisoners was 700, Near 200 of the insurgents
escaped with the Caribs ifito the woods,  Lieutenant-colonel
. Spencer, with 600 men, was immediately detached to Mount
Young, and Lieutenant-colonel Gower, with 300 men, to Owia,
which he would have reached by sea, but the surf being high and
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dangerous, he resolved to make his way through the Carib country.
_ Thus every part of the valuable island of St. Vincent's was ‘wrest-
ed out of the hands of the aspiring enemy.

_ The fortunate issue of this business enabled the commander-in-
chief to visit Grenada, where his presence may be supposed to have
contributed, not a little, to effectuate the projected work already
in forwardness by the exertions of Major-general Nicholls. But
Fedon, Jth_e noted El}iéf at the head of the insurgents, was mnot
easily overcome ; his native courage and acquired talents, added
to a fierceness of disposition, had drawn about him a mass of force,
partly voluntarily, partly constrained. Major-general Nicholls
~ was ordered to straiten him in his retreat as much as possible, and
to grant him no terms short of uncenditional submission,

The trmfm'were successful every where, and nearly at the same
hour, on the morning of the 19th of June, being in full possession
of every post on the island.
 The general, having thus effected every thing which could have
rationally heen undertaken against the French, directed his atten=
tion to the Spanish island of Trinidad. * The arrival of part of a
new convoy from England enabled him to undertake this expedi-
tion with confidence of success. The precision with which the
fleet of ships of war and transports had been ussembled prevented
2 moment _Irﬁm being lost when the season for ppgr;ﬁun com-
menced. '

On the 16th of February, 1797, the fleet passed through the
Bocas, or entrance into the Gulf of Paria, where the Spanish ade
miral, with four sail of the line, and a frigate, were found at anchor
under cover of the island of Gaspar Grande, which was fortified.

The British squadron worked up, and came to an anchor oppo-
site, }nﬂ nearly within gun-shot of the Spanish ships. The fri-
gates and transports anchored up higher in the bay. The dispo-
sition was made for landing at day-light next morning, and
for a general attack upon the town and ships of war. At two
o'clock in the morning (the 17th), the Spanish squadron was per-
pei_ved to be on fire ; thi? ﬂ‘hi.PEa except one line of battle, 'were all
conspmed, and that ship escaped the conflagration, and was taken

Fa
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possession of by the boats of the British fleet.” The enemy at the

same time evacuated that quarter of the island.

The general’s whole attention was now paid to the town. As
goon, therefore, as the troops were landed, about 500 advanced to
the westward of it, mﬁet‘mg but little opposition ; and before night
they were masters of the town of Port d’Espagne, and of the whole
neighbourhood, two small forts excepted. The next morning, the
governor, Don Chalon, capitulated with the conqueror, and the
whole colony passed under the dominion of his Britannic Majesty.
All this, strange as it may appear, was obtained at the trifling ex=-
pense of one officer, the gallant Lieutenant Villeneuve, of the
8th regiment, who acted as Brigade-major to Brigadier-general
Hompesch, and who died of his wounds in a few days,

An unsuccessful attempt upon the Spanish island of Porto
Rico coneluded this campaign of 1797, in the West Indies,

After the reduction of Trinidad, the force destined for this new
and last expeditionassembled; but waiting for the arrival of Capt,
Woolley, of his Majesty’s ship the Arethusa, who had been sent
to Tortola and St. Thomas's to procure pilots and guides, a delay
of some days was occasioned. However, on Monday, the 17th of
April, the armament made the island of Porto Rico, and came to
an anchor off Cungréjﬂa Point, The whole of the north side of
the island being bounded by a reef, it was difficult to discover the
narrow channel o the eastward of the town, through which the
Beaver and Fury sloops, with the lighter vessels, might pass for
the landing of the troops. This circumstance gave the Spaniards
time for preparation ; still the troops were disembarked with ne
other opposition than from about a hundred of the enemy, whé
had concealed themselves in the bushes ; and they took a position
which might be considered strong for their number. Theartillery too
was carried up without loss of time ; but as the Moro Castle com=
mands the passage into the harbour, the enemy was enabled to
keep open their communication with the southern and western
part of the island, which interfered greatly with the design first
formed. The only point, therefore, on which an attack on the
town could be made, was on the eagtern side, where it was defends |
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ed by the lines and castle of St. Christopher’s, to approach whicl'
it was necessary to force a way over the lagoon, or lake, which forms’
+hat side of the island. This passage, however, was powerfully de~
fended by redoubts and gun-boats, and the enemy had destroyed a
bridge which conunects, in the narrowest channel, the island with the
nain land. The general, finding the troops which he had with him
inadequate to force this passage, and that any act of vigour on
 their part,or combined operation between the land and sea service,
was not likely to avail, determined to withdraw, and re-embark the
troops: This wasaccordingly done on thenight of the soth of April,
with the greatest order, withouteven leaving asick or wounded soldier
behind. If nothing, therefore, was gained to the country by this ex-
pedition, no loss of feputation in the military was sustained by its
failure. Indeed,the manner in which the officers were received on
their return to Europe testified the value in which their mihtary
talents had been held. - ~

Major-general Moore returned to Europe at the same time with
General Abercrombie; and the latter general, being soon after ap-
pointed to the command of the expedition to Holland, Major-ge-
neral Moore, for he now received this promotion, was selected to
accompany him. i

The force appointed for this service consisted of two divisions.
The first division, consisting chiefly of the British guards, and
forming in the whole an advance force of nearly 12,000 men, un=
der the command of General Abercrombie, sailed from the Downs
on the 14th of August, 1799, and effected their landing at the
Helder on the 27th of the same month. ~Sir Ralph Abercrombie
gave immediate orders for two brigades, under Major-generals
Moore and Burrard, to attack the Helder; but the enemy deemed
it prudent to evacuate it as they approached.

The enemy, however, a short time afterwards, Sept. 10th, madea
desperateattackonthe British cantonments; in the course of which
Major-gen. Moore, who commanded on the night, received a shight
| wound. The result of this commencement was so satisfactory to
" the British arms, that his Reyal Highness the Duke of York now
embarked with the second division of the army, and on his arrival

at head-quarters {Sept. 15th), immediately gssumed the command
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of the allied army of E_nghsh and Russians. The Russian force

consisted of 7000 men, under General Hermann ; the number of
the English was about 25,000, |

The allied army, onthefollowing day, Sept. 17th, meoved forwards
infourcolumns; butasthe country was rough, and every where inter-
sected with hedges and ditches, their progress was necessarily slow,
In this manner they advanced toward the position of the enemy,
who were posted in front of Alkmaar and Bergen, being between
the two armies. ) - ”

 Onthe 18th, the army marched forwards in order of battle, The

Russian troops were distributed between the right wing,and headed
the column that was supported by the English and the centre,
amongst whom they were intermingled. The right column, com-
manded by the Russian general Hermann (an old officer of distin-
guished merit) was stationed in immediate opposition to the ground
occupied by the French troops, under General Vandamme ; the
centre of the Dutch army being under the command of Dumonceaun,
and their right was commanded by General Daendels. The Duke
of York, with the hereditary prince of Orange, was at the head of
the columus which formed the centre and the left wing of his army.

On the preceding day, the 17th, his royal highness had detached
a bedy, consisting of 7000 men, under the command of General
Abercrombie, to:take a ecircuitous march, and thereby obtain
possession of Hoorn; and at the same time to get behind the nght
of the Dutch, with a view of surrounding it, at the moment when
the Russians, by a vigerous attack, should have routed the left
wing of the French. General Abercrombie accordingly reached
Hoorn on the 18th, and was allowed to take possession of it withe
out opposition, : |

The following day, the 19th of September, the army also again
moved forwards towards the enemy, who waited in their position to
receive them.  The left of the enemy, consisting of French troops,
was under the command of General Vandamme ; the centre under
the command of Dumonceau, and the right under that of Gene,
ral Daendels, .. Fialid e

At five o’clock in the morning, with thedawn of the day, thewhole
Hfime became briskly engaged. General Hermann!- at the head of g
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considerable body of Russians, followed by a division of English
troops, drove in the out-posts belonging to the French, which had
been stationed at Hamp and Groot. - Having succeeded in this at-

“tempt, he pushed forward in order to surround the division com=
manded by General Vandamme. The latter, being deprived of all
assistance from the left, was obliged to fall back. The Russians
took possession of Schoort-demm, and scon after they entered
Bergen, belonging to the Prince of Nassan ; which is a consider-
able village, surrounded by a quantity of fine wood. Hither
the French retized, or rather concentrated their forces, aiter hav-
ing given way to the farious attack that was made upon them by
General Hermann, who was within half a league of Alkmaar. It
was then that the rear of General Brune’s line of battle found it-
self already pressed by the Rassians, whilst its front was attacked
by a strong division of British forces, to which some Russians
were attached. .

Thus situated, General Brune, by means of a bridge of com-
munication, which he had erected some days before over the canal
which leads to Zyp, ordered the rear guard of General Dumon-
ceau’s division to march towards Bergen ; at the same time di-
recting the division under General Daendels to join the centre,
which had been considerably weakened by this disposition. The
Russian column, which had been pushed too forward, soon found
itself attacked on both flanks by Vandamme’s division, and a de-
tachment from General Dumoucean, and was thus suddenly cut
off from all communication with the centre of the English.

General Vandamme, having completely surrounded the village
of Bergen, by advancing his left wing from the side of the sand-
hills, ‘and his right from that which led to Alkmaar, ordered his
whole line to charge. Bergen was retaken by this bold manceuvre.
Every inch of ground was, however, ohﬂtinateiy disputed by the
Russians, who fought the more desperately, because they were In
momentary expectation of being succoured by the English. They
~ continued in action, though broken and dispersed, and defended
themselves in the church and houses of the village, pntil the whole
column. was either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. The
French general Gevion gave signal proofs of courage and ability
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on this occasion, The retreat was cut off at that strongest point of
the Russian column which was under the immediate command of
General Hermann, and which was thereby almost entirely de-
stroyed, and lost all its artillery. General Hermaun himself was
taken prisoner, and General Essen, who was second in command,
received a dangerous wound, .

- General Dumonceau, who had Likewise been wounded at the
commencement of the action, either maintained his first position, or
gained the ground that had been lost during the engagement. His
division, however, suffered considerably ; having to sustain the
whole force of the centre of the British army, and to prevent it
from joining its right. | )

On the otherhand, General Daendels’s division, which had taken
up its ground at Oud Karspel, and forined, as we have already rea
marked, the right of the Dutch army, was attacked by the British
with as much boldness and intrepidity, as the left had been by the
Russians.  After having stood the repeated assaults of the enemy’
until two o’clock, the whole of it was obliged to give way ; losing
a considerable number of men, and several pieces ofartillery., This
division, however, which had been greatly diminished in effective
force by a detachment sent to the relief of the centre, and whose
ranks had been broken by the blow ing up of an ammunition wag-
gon, recovered from its disorder, and took an active part in the
battle ‘towards the close of the day. General Daendels made a
vigorous attack against Brock, which he retook, together with al}
the batteries that had fallen into the hands of the British, wheg
they forced his position at Qud Karspel.

Finding thata very serious impressionhad been thus made upon
the right wing, the Duke of York was necessarily obliged to draw
in the left, which had been too far extended. General Abercroms
bie received orders to evacute Hoorn in the night of the 20th:
aud the whole allied army retived behind their entreuchments at
Zyp. General Brune took possession of all the different positions
which he had occupied before the engagement,

Major-general Moore was wounded in this action : the whole
failure of whichwas, doubtless, imputable to the Russiaus, who, in
taking possession of Bergen, and afterwards quitting it in such
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gonfusion, condueted themselves with more courage than with skil}
gnd discipline,

From the 19th of Sept. until the 1st of October following,
pothing of any moment occurred between the two armies. On
the 2d of October the Duke of York gave orders that a generab

attack should be made with the whole of his forces.

On the morning of the 2d of October, by half past six o’clocky
the column, under the command of Lieutenant-general Sir Ralph
Abercrombie, composed of 13 battalions, 8 squadrons and a half

of cavalry, and one half troop of horse artillery, with some field

pieces, formed on the dyke and beach, which connect the sand
hills of Petten to those of Camperdown. The infantry stood in
column [ companies ; the artillery on their right, and the cavalry
on the right of the whole in column of troops.

At seven o’clock, General Coote’s, General Hutchinson’s, Colow
nel Macdonald’s,and General Moore’s brigades moved, 'The first,
turned at Camper,immediately to the left, and proceeded ontheread
to Schoreldam. The second moved on the ridge of the sand hills
which commanded that road. The third entered and marched in
the centre of the sand hills, inclining to the left,

General Moore's brigade formed the more immediate advanced
guard to the column, by penetrating into the sand hills directly,
and keeping continually his right.flank on the hills, which rose
from the beach, *~ The French, although in possession of Camper~
down hill, which is an elevation of upwards of 300 feet, did not
make any resistance to this first movement of the army, They

- merely fired a signal gun, and retired skirmishing. When the acl=

vanced brigades had got possession of the entrance into the sand
hills, the main column proceeded forward in the same order; but
it was occasionally obliged, after the termination of the dyke,
to reduce its front, according to the space of the beach, which bea
came verynarrow, on account of the tide not having subsided. The

right flank of the cavalry was continually in the water. Notwitha

standing these inconveniences, the column proceeded without in=
terruption the first six or seven miles, The troops, however, were
much harassed and fatigued, in consequence of the he"gvines#‘nf

»
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the soil, which yielded every step up to the soldier’s ancle. But

the French here having lined some high sand hills with a body of
tiralleurs or riflemen, began to keep up a very smart fire upon the

British. In a short time, they were considerably reiuforced, and
they galled our troops from almest every eminence and outlet of
a multiplicity of surrounding sand hills. In spite of the tedious=
ness of the march, and this formidable resistance, our forces ade
vanced with that ardour and perseverance which so peculiarly dis<
tinguish British soldiers. Though perfectly unacquainted with
the system of sharp-shooting, (and' it is impossible to lament
the want of that species of warfare in our army) though galled on
all sides by offensive weapons that did their mischief, partly une
seen, and always at a distance ; though momentarily deprived of
the encouraging presence of numbers of their officers by the
wounds they received; and altheugh they themselves were neither
equipped for light service, nor had the advantage of an advanced
body for that purpose ; notwithstanding this combination of unfa«

vourable circumstances, our brave countrymen persevered and

fought their way forward for four miles. We should be unjust,
were we to omit, on this occasion, the honourable testimony
which has been given from every quarter, of the personal courage
4nd good example of their leaders, | |

To form an idea of the sand Lills, the reader must conceive in
his mind the unequal billows of a tempestuous short sea. A very
loose light sand forms the soil and hills by frequently running in
parallel lines, afforded most excellent positions to the enemy, It
was a country, of all others, the most favourable to the French
system of making war, and gave them decided advantages over an in-
vading enemy. If we except their grenadiers, the troops employed
in this service were under the size of our rear rank battalion men,
Our system, on the contrary, and indeed our favourite weapon,
were of little use. The movement of solid lines, and the imposing
aspect of a charge of bayonets, could not be injurious to troops,
who were scattered over an immense surface, frequently acting ig
small detached bodies that alternately occupied and abandoned
uhequal eminences, and almost always pretected by the long and
‘mischievous shots of dispersed and lurking riflemen, The princis
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ple, indeed, of the latter was only to fire, ide, or run, as self~pre«
sérvation, assisted by skill and experience, dictated. |
General Moore’s brigade having suffered prodigiously, both in
men and officers, regiments from the main column were conti=
nuallythrown into’ the hills; whichmeasure became the more indis=
pensable, as the forces of the enemy hourly increased upen wus.
Only the 92d regiment and some of the guards remained with the
cavalry and artillery on the beach. The French, teking advantage
of a very strong post, which commanded the hills in advance, and
consequently overlooked the beach, kept up a very galling fire.
"Two guns, brought from Egmont-op-Zee, were advantageously
planted; and not only cannonaded the column on the beach, but
particularly annoyed the cavalry likewise : the latter suffered con-
siderably through the scattered five which was kept up from the
sand hills, A streng body of the French also appeared on the
heights above Bergen. Thiswasa most eritical moment, The
British on the sand hills were exhausted by fatigue, want of water,
and were every minute weakened by the loss of men. In vain did
they attempt to storm the enemy’s position; they were beaten
back. Notwithstandingthese disheartening circumstances, their in=-
nateintrepidity seemed torisein proportionas theresistance they met
became formidable and destructive. They repeated the attack
with unabated fury ; and although their ranks were thinned by the
incessant fire which was kept up by the French, no symptoms of
fear or disorder appeared amougst them. The 79th regiment had
nearly lost all its men, without the least impression appedaring to
have been made by their bold and unprecedented valour. Things
being reduced to this very critical junctuve, the remainder of the
column was at last ordered to charge. The whole instantly pushed
forward against the post, which formed towards the beach an am-
phitheatre of hills, the tops of which were defended by a very cone-
siderable body of the esemy, Our troops rushed through a most
tremendous fire of musquetry, gained possessiou of the heights,and
drove the enemy to a considerable distance. By this time, the
brigade, nnder the command of Colopel Macdonald, had arrived, -
and became instantly engaged on the left. About half pasi four
o'clock the enemy gave way, and retired on all sides ; but as Ber-
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gen was not taken, and the British were considerably advanced,

Sir Ralph Abercrombie determined to take np his position for the
night, and not push forward to Egmont-op-Zee till the day fol-
lowing. Orders were'consequently given to this effect; but the
firing did net cease ‘entirely until near five o’clock.

Ourgunshad necessarily beenadvanced to check the French artil
lery,and two troops of the 15th regiment of light dragoons were de«
tached toguard the cannon. Lord Paget, who commanded the cavalry,
ordered them to remain concealed in the first gap of the sand hills,
with the view of taking the enemy by surprise, should any attempt
be made to take possession of our guns. Vandamme, the French
geueral, having received intelligenee respecting the retreat of his
infantry, and imagining that our artillery was unprotected, deters
mined to take them, and to retrieve the day, by getting in the rear
of ourright. Five hundred of the French eavalry were ordered to
charge our cannon; they were then at the distance of about half a
mile. The guns fired, but without effect, and the enemy soon
reached their station,and got possessionof the pieces. Whilst they
were actually engaged with the artillery men, and cutting them
down, the two troops of the 15th arrived ; they dashed into the
thickest of the enemy and drove them from the guns. The French
did not attempt to resist this manceuvre, but fled in all directions.

The cavalry, having thus effectuallysecured their object, desist-
e€d from the pursnit, and returned to the artillery to prevent their
being cut off, Recovered, however, from the first shock, the
French rallied at last, and advanced again, ashamed of being de-
feated by such a handful of men, "They had arrived within forty
yards of the 15th, when the third troop of that regiment, which
had been ordered to advance, came up, charged the French, and
drove them half a mile, The whole of the British cavalry had
now reached the scene of action; but it was too dark to at-
tempt any thing further, When the last charge was made, it
was near six o’clock in the evening,

The British cavalry remained all night on the beach; formingaline
with the infantry ‘on the sand hills, Neither horses nor men could
get any water.  When day broke, it was expected the column
~would move forwards, The troops, however, were so wern ong;
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#rom the want food, that it was determined mot to advance tifl
¢hey had been refreshed. But the road was so bad, that neither
¢he bread, nor the waggons for the wounded, could arrive before
four o’clock in the afternoon. An order had just beeu issued for
the regiments to send for their rations, when a report was made
that the French were retiring from Egmont-op-Zee. Not a mo-
ment was to be lost. The troops were ordered to arms. They
instantly marched forwards without expressing a murmur, leaving
their provisions on the beach. The French, however, had retired
iwo hours, and Egmunt-np-Zee was consequently abandoned, and
not one Frenchman was overtaken in.a pursuit of three miles.
After the posts in front had been occupied, the infantry went into
cantonments, consisting of barnsand huts. The cavalry layagain all
wight on the beach, and were again without water. Altogether,
the horses were fifty hours without hay or drink,—some, indeed,
avere sixty, The whole army suffered as much as human nature
could support.

The English entered Alkmaar on the 3d of October, and push-

ed their advanced posts forward, so as to stand in a parallel direc~ -

tion with those of the Gallo-Batavian army. General Brune, hav-
ing sent a part of his baggage to Haerlem, took immediate steps
to strengthen and secure himself in this advantageous position.
He likewise received considerable reinforcements of French troops
on the 3d and 4th,

During the whole of the 4th and 5th, the two armies rested on
their arms, But on-the 6th, in the morning, a general order was
given by the Duke of York, to make an attack upon the entire
front of the enemy’s line, If he had good ground to expect, that
by a sudden and vigorous impression this solid position of the
enemy might be forced, he was certainly right in using every efiort
to prevent General Brune from securing himself where he lay.
For, in proportion as the right of the Gallo-Batavian army was

-yendered unassailable by the inundations, it became essentially ne-
cessary to drive the bedy of the enemy that was entrenching itself
at Beverwick, beyond Haerlem,

In the beginning of this second and important attack, the Anglo«
Russisns made several successful impressions against the enemy,
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They took possession of Ackerslot, and advanced to Castricum,
But the action becoming generul, the fortune of the day mn:lﬂe:::l;ﬂ-r
changed. Whilst his troops were engaging the British, and push=
ing forward in their turn, General Brune availed himself of a fa-
vourable opening to advance at the head of his cavalry : he broke
the Anglo-Russian line, and prevented them from rallying, so as
to mamntain the ground they had lately occupied. They were driven
beyoud Bakkum, after having sustained a considerable loss. It is
evident, that the success of the day was entirely owing to the spirit«
ed charge which General Brune made with his cavalry. He had
two horses shot under_him. :

The engagement lasted till night, when the Gallo-Batavian
army returned to its original pesition at Beverwick. The issue of
this second battle (which appeared by no means decisive, although
it had cost much bloodshed on both sides) was certainly in favour
of the Dutch. To have rendered abortive a well meditated and a,
desperate attack, on the success of which depended not only the
means of accomplishing a most arduous enterprise, but from which
the army itself was to be subsisted (as no provisions could be pro-

cured in the country it occupied, but every thing was to be re<

ceived from the shipping), was in fact to have conquered and ob-
tained the object of resistance.

Those military men who have not thought it beneath their td«
lents to reflect upon the important and difficult details which cone
- stitute the feeding of a large army, that must be daily supplied 3
who have experienced the wonderful resources which are required
on this occasion, and have felt how much the foresight of a general
is called for, will find a memorable instance in this expedition, and
a serious lesson to peruse. They will be enabled to judge pro«
perly of the motives which induced the Duke of York to call a
council of war; whose unanimous opinion (to use the expression of
this prince in his official report) was, that the army could not maine
tain itself any longer in this advanced pﬁﬁiﬁun; that it must retire
behind the Zyp, and wait for further instructions from his Britan-
nic Majesty. :

Although the Anglo~Russian army, in its new position, did not
Lie above six or seven leagues from the original point of debarka-
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tion, its line of communication, and its conveyance of stores, &c,

were rendered impracticable by the continual rains that had fallen,
the breaking up of the roads, and the overflowing of the dykes
gnd smaller canals.

The immediate evacuation of North Holland became apparent,
and the ultimate determination of the British cabinet was hourly
looked for. It was impossible to alter the plan of operations, mor
could any effectual or powerful diversion be attempted, withouk
endangering the main body of the army; the season was, moreover,
too far advanced, and, on account of the dangerous navigation
along the shores of the Texel, it was deemed highly imprudent to
lengthen the distribution of the necessary convoys. The enormous
sacrifices, in a word, which it would be necessary to make in the
prosecution of this enterprise, could not be repaid by the. most for=
tunate issue that might be looked for.

After the action of the 6th. General Brune readily perceived a
disposition in the movements of the Duke of York to retreat to-

wards his original position. On the 8th, the left and centre divi-

. sions of the Gallo-Batavian army entered Alkmaar, and retook all

the positions which they had occupied before tbe 2d of October.

' "Their right,commanded by General Daendels, advanced to Hoorn,

which place it entered on the 9th.

The Anglo-Russians successively evacuated Enkhuisen and
Medemblick, after having either totally destroyed, or greatly da<
maged, the timber and dock-yards, some ships belonging to the
East India company, and almost all the public stores. Although
the British retreated in good order, the Duke of York was obliged
to leave his wounded behind, from a want of the proper means to
convey them off the ground.

Whilst the Anglo-Russians were collecting their forces and en-
trenching themselves behind the Zyp, the division under General
Daendels pressed upon their left, attacked their rear-guards, and
took possession of the different posts which they were obliged to’
abandon on account of their vast extent of line, Among these were
Qponeer, Erswarde and Winkel,

On the 11th Oct. the divisionof Gen. Dumonceau re-established
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a line of communieation with the ecolumn under Daendels, by
taking possession of the villages of Dirkshoorn and Harinkarspeel,
The latter advanced as far as Luthwinkel, and posted itself at the
sluice of Zeedyk, where the British had already cut upwards of
19 feet for the purpose of inundating the country ; a measure of
defence that was certainly both formidable and destructive.

On the 12th and 13th the Gallo-Bavatian army occupied the
ground that was nearest to the Zyp. The right was before Pettens
the centre at Warmenhuyzen and Dirkshoorn ; and the right in

front of Winkel.

The Duke of York, under these relative cirtumst&nces of thé

two armies, senta flag of truce to General Brune, and proposed 2
species of capitulation on the basis of an armistice, 'and upon cons
ditions that his troops should be allowed to resembark without
miolestation. General Knox on the side of the British, and Ros«
tollant, general of brigade and chief of the Gallo-Batavian staff
‘were separately entrusted with powers to negociate and settle tha

terms of capitulation; which was concluded at Alkmaar on the 18th

of October 1799,

The principal clauses in this memorable ecapitulation eonsisted’

of the fellowing articles : that hostilities should be suspended ; that
all means of attack and defence should be dropped ; that the allied
army should successively re-embark and leave the Dutch territory
by the 1st of November ; that the works which had been destroyed
at the Helder should be restored ; that the fortifications and ens
trenchiments executed by the Anglo-Russians should remain; that
8000 prisoners, belonging to the two republics, French and Dutch,
should be given up.

The next service of General Moore was in the expedition agains$
Egypt. A brighter star summoned Buonaparte to the hope of the
ymperial throne of France, Having achieved, therefore, in great
. 'part, the conquest of Egypt, he obeyed the invitation of his fortune;
and leaving his army under the command of General Kleber, he
returned to France, Kleber, for a time, maintained the thread of
success unbroken, but was at length assassinated by the hands ofa
fanatic, This event threw the French apmy into some confusion ;

. .-.—-m
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au.d the Engha!: gﬁvemment deemed 1t a suttablse nppnrtumty to
make an attempt to recover a country, the possession of which by -
the French was thought to endanger our settlements in the east.

A very respectable force, under Sir Ralph Abercrombie, was al-
ready in the Mediterranean. At the suggestion of Lord Melville
(to whem we wish the public to do justicé), General Aber-
crombie was ordered to prepare for this expedition. The General
aceordingly embarked his forces on board the fleet and trausports
under Lord Keith, which proceeded immediately for the bﬁy of
Marmorice, where the troops were landed and refreshed.

In the mean time, the English government had spared no efforts
- to-animate the Turks to a co-operation in a cause so peculiarly
their own. The Turks, however, were not so easily awakened
from their indolence.  The Grand Vizier and Captain Pacha had
indeed been ovdered to assemble a powerful fleet and army, but
there was, as yet, no appearance of their obedience. Day after
day our fleet and forces were laying at Marmorice in vain expec-
Aation of the arrival of their allies. To investigate the cause of
this backwardness, it became necessary to detdch an officer of rank,
and Major-general Moore was accordingly chosen for that purpose,
On his arrival at the Viziers camp, at Joppa, he found all the
doubts, that had been hitherto entertained, but tﬁﬂamﬁly verified.
He there beheld an army, if it may be so denominated, chiefly
composed of Asiatics, raised according to the barbarous principles
of the feudal system, equally destitute of discipline ‘and subordis
nation.  Afraid to muster his troops lest a mutiny should ensue,
equally exposed to the ravages of the plague, the musketry of his
own followers, and the intrigues of the seraglin, durmg his ab-
sence, his higliness could afford nothing but expectatmn, while as
little reliance was to be placed on the umml mtmun to be affords
ed by the Captain Pacha. '

At lengthy on the 20th of February, 1801, the British fleet sails
ed with 20 army of between 15 and 16,000 ; but whose effective
force was said not to have exceeded 12,000. Accdrdmg to Sir-
Robert Wilson, the forces were not so well .-mpplied as m‘ght']““'ﬂ
been wished, 'The greatest mﬂun*remence, however, was the total
want of all inferination with respect to the coast: Not a map

Y E
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existed which could be of ahy service either to the ships or to the
commander-in-chief, Sir Sidney Smith was the only officer whe
had any local knowledge of the shore. There was no one, how-
ever, who had been in the interior of the country.

The only report of any use was that of Captain Boyle, who hﬂ?ﬁ’-
ing been sent to reconnoitre the dispesition of the enemy, had eer~
tainly performed this difficult duty with much address; but his
intelligence, as may, indeed; be supposed, was very deficient mall
material points.

Under these circumstariees, s6 eompleat was the want of mtd‘-r
ligerice on the part of Ceneral Abercrombie, thet he knew not
whether the amount of the enemy; which he was ﬁrepﬁritig to at-
tack, consisted of 15 or 30,000 men:

- At length, March the 7th, 1801, the squadrén of men of war
and transports, amounting to two hundred ssil, arrived in Aboukir
bay, and anchored near the spot were Lord Nelson hed fought
the battle of the Nile. The first divigion of the arniy, \mﬁhﬂg

to near six thousand nren, hmng embarked iﬁ the hoats, l:‘fdtfhéf
was fired at three o’clock in the morning, as a signal fo proceed to
the place of rendezvons; dnd at nine they advanced towards the
beach, steering directly towards that pa of the shiore, Whete the
enemy appeared most formidable,

The French oecupied an admirable military position, edﬂﬁﬁnﬁ
of u steep sand hill, receding toward the centre, in formn of an
amphitheatre; which, together with the castle of Aboukir, poured
down a mest terrible and continued discharge of shot, shell, and
grape, so as to furrow up the waves on all sides of the approaching
flotilla, Notwithstanding this, Major-general Moore, having leap-
ed on shore with the reserve, the 23d regiment, and the foar flank
companies of the 40th, belonging to his brigade, rushed up the
éminence, and charged with fixed bayonets. The effect produced
by this gallant movement was such as might have been expected.
Another body of treops was thus enabled to get on shore ; and the
enemy; instead of fighting with their usual obstinacy, retreated to
Alexandria, while the invaders encamped 'mth their right to the
sca, and their left to the lake Maudie.

During the action of the 18th of March, the reserve, under
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HEWHMMW kept in columns for a mdﬂmble tlme,
with g view to assail one of the flanks of the enemy, and thus-
fimsh the campaign by a signal victory ; but after some hesitation
it was deemed prudent to encamp with the right to the sea, and
~ #be left fo the canal of Alexandria, |

‘The conduct of General Meore, en £his oecasion, was mention-
©d with great distinction by the commander-in-chief, It waga
part of the character of the lamented Abercrombie to do ample
justice to all the officers employed under him ; and no officer is
so frequently and so warmly mentioned in his dispatches as Sir
John Moeere. 'The justice of the general seems, in these respects,
to have been invigerated by the feelings of the frieud. General
Abercrombie received the reward of this genevosity of feeling, for
no commpnder was ever better served.

- 1n the memorable 1 ﬂfilwﬂlﬂtuf.ﬁm Mmgenrmi
meimm reserye with ks nsual gallantry, and was again
wounded at the head of his men. 4t wns amongst the last acts of
General Abercrombie to instruct Major-general Hutchinson to
mmfy his acknowledgments to Major-general Moare. In the ge-

neral onder issued on the 24th of Mareh, the name of Geperal
Mpara is united to the mention of the 28th and 42d regiments ;
$wo regiments, whese noble conduct on that illustrions day have
not only malmdahmmwn name, hut aﬂdﬂi new Mm#o
their conatry, o -

- Major-general de to be mdymﬁnynddnnng
ghe remainder of the Egyptian campaign. He was employed at
the siege of Cairo; and designated, after its surrender, fo escart
the French troops to the place of embarkation.

- Nothing now remaining but the eapture of Alexandria to com-
plete the entire conquest of Egypt, .this was at length attempt-
-ed by General Hutchinson ; and while Major-general Coote in-
wvested the strosg castle of Marahout, two other mhs were made
by Generals Moore and Craddock.
 'The enemy being now brigkly mmﬂl sides, and despmr-
*w;éf:my assistance on the part of Admiral Gautheaume, con-
sented to a negetiation; and Alexandria having surrendered, Aun-
gust the emh, 1801, possession was taken of the entrenched gamp,
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~ and the heights above Pompey's pillar, together with Fort Tri-
angular, Soon after which the French were sent home, and the
English remained the undoubted masters of Egypt. '

The mention which Liord Hutchinson made of Major-general
Moore, in his dispatches on this occasion, were equally honourable
to his Lordship, and to the memory of Sir John. ’-

% Major-general Craddock,” says General Hutchinson, ¢ hﬂ?—
ing been confined at Cairo by illness, I intrusted the command of
the troops to Major-general Moore ; who, during a long march of
a very severe and eritical nature, displayed much judgment, and
conducted himself in a2 most able and judicious manner. Not-
withstanding the mixture of Turks, British, and French, the ut-
most regularity was preserved, and no one disagreeable circum-
stance even took place,” And again, in a following dispateh, dated
a few days afterwards, Lieutenant-gen Hutchinson thus ex-
presses himself 1 ¢ Two attacks were mide an the east part of the
town (Alexandria), in order to get possession of some heights in
front of the entrenched position of the enemy. I intrusted the
conduct of the attack against the right to Major-general Moore ;
"he perfectly executed my intentions, and performed the service
committed to his care with much precision and ability.

Upon the return of General Mooreand the Egyptian army'to
England, the Duke of York, as commander-in-chief, issned a
general order of peculiar energy, in which he particularised, with
~the most honourable distinction, the services of Sir John Moore,
~of the reserve. This general order, indeed, 1s so peeuluarly valu-
- able, that even our feelings induce us to give it:— ' .

 # GENERAL ORDER. '

% Flis royal highness the mmmmder-m—mhlef has !!eemved hm
Majesty’s instructions, &e.
- ¢ His royal highness cannot omit this' occasion of ﬁzeﬁpitu-

lating the: lt-admg features of a series of uperatmnu 80 hnnourable
to the British arms,
- % The boldness of the tppmch [ﬁays hm royal hlghnm »in dE-
- fiance of a powerful and ' well-directed 'artillery ; the orderly for.
- mation upon the beach, under the heaviest fire of grape and mus-
ketry ; the reception and repulse of the enemy’s cavalry and ig-
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fantry ; the subsequent charge of our troops, which decided the
victory, aud established a footing on the shores of Egypt, are cir-
cumstances of glory never surpassed in the military annals of the
world. - |

¢ Upon the 21st of Mafch-the united fotce of the French in
Egypt attacked the position of the British army. An attack begun
an hour before day-light could derive no advantage over the vigi-
dance of an army ever ready to receive it. The enemy’s most vi-
gorous and repeated efforts were directed against-the right and
centre. Our infantry fought in the plain, greatly inferior in the
number of their artillery, and unaided by cavalry, They relied.
upon their discipline and courage. The desperate attacks of a
veteran cavalry, joined to those of a numerous infantry, which
had  vainly stiled itself invincible, were every where repulsed :
and a conflict the most severe terminated in one of the most signal
wvictaries which ever adorned the annals of the ' British nation.”

- The-next public service of Sir John Moore was the conducting
of an auxiliary force to the assistance of Sweden. It may very
easily be imagined, why a writer of suitable feeling should feel
some reluctance,even in the mention of this subject. The unfortu-
nate Gustavus possessed a courage and ardour somewhat abeve his
means, ~ Sweden was no longer the same kingdom as under
‘Gustavas Adolphus, 4 A

- This army, consisting of about ten thousand men, under the
cemmand of Sir John Moore, reached Gotteuburg, in May 18608,
“To the astonisment of the general they were not allowed to land.
Sir John hastened to Stockholm to isquire into the cause of this
delay. . To his further astonisment he was informed, by the Swe-
«ish ministry, that it was the intention of his Majesty to lead his
forces to the conquest of the island of Zealand, and that his Ma-
Jjesty expected the co-operation of the British forces in that at-
tempt, It was in vain that Sir John Moore reminded the mini-
sters, that the island of Zealand, besides containing several strong
fortresses, was filled with a far superior regular force to any
that conld be assembled ; and also that the island of Funen was
Aull of French and Spanish troops, which could not be hindered"
from crossing over in small bodies, The ouly answer was, that it
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however, at length induced his Majesty to lay it aside ; butit was
only on ‘condition that the British should make a landing in Rus-
sian Filand, and endeavour to make a conquest of it.  Sir John,
however, deemed it his dutyagain to remonstrate. TheKing issued
a most extraordinary order for his arrest, which. Sir John had m
good fortune to elude, and bring back his army to England.
" 'We now arrive at that period of the life of Sir John Mmm, n
- which he was seen on a stage worthy of his talents, .
Immediately uapon his return from Sweden, he was aent.wﬂ:h;
body of troops, as third in command, to Portugal. This army did
not arrive till after the battle of Vimiera, and the convention of
Ciutra. Sir Arthur Wellesley, Sir Hugh Dalrymple, and Si
Harry Burrard, were all called to England in consequence of this
business, and the command-in-chief consequently remained with
Sir Jobhn Meoere. ' Government had now reselved to send an expe-
dition into' Spain ; and the command of it, by dispatches received
Oectober the 6th, 1808, was conferred upon Sir John Moore, The
substance of these dispatches was, that the total of the army to be
sent upon this. purpose should amount to 80,000 infantry, end
5000 cavalry ; that Sir David Baird, with 15,000 men, was order~
ed to Corunna, where he was to await the orders of Sir John
Moore ; that Sir John was to send the cavalry by land, but that it
was left to his ﬂtsm'ﬂﬂ to W the m&ﬁry mﬂ wtiﬁery elther
h}'ﬂ&ﬂﬂrhﬁd . Ve ) i et 391 |
~8ir John no sodner received thEEE i}tﬁm than he &pﬁiﬂd hm
self with his usual zeal and assiduity te its due execution. The
service from its very commenicement had great difficulties. The
first question was, whether the infantry and artillery, fmorﬂingrm
the discretion given to'Sir John Moore, should movebysea or land.
This was immediately determined in favourof the former. The
meaus of equipment atCorunna were scarcely adequate tothengces«
sities of Sir David Baird. Sir John Moore, moreover, in common
with all military commanders, had a decided aversion toa sea con-
wveyance. It was decided, therefore, that the army should move by
fand. The next queitinn was as to its divisions and rﬂnt,*wheﬂ!&
they sheuld proceed in a northerly direction through ‘Eﬂl‘tﬁgﬁ to
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march to Estremadura. It was immiediately found that neither of
these roads couldwubsist the whole of the army, and more ﬁaﬂ%h
culatly that caiinon could not be transported ovér the "nwunﬁnns,
which form the northerti boundary between Spdin and l?ﬁrtugﬂ-
The result, therefore, was that it was; fiécessary todivide the army.

- These retolutions being taken, the army was distributed into four
divisions : Lieatenant-general Hope, with five brigades of artillery
and feur regiments of infantry, was ordeted to accompany thie ea-
valty, and directed to march by Elvas, on the Madiid road, to
Baddjoz and Espind; and thence to Salamunca. Méjor-generat
Paget, with two brigades; wds ordered to move by the dame toad
as fat as Elvas, and thence northierly to Alcartara, Ciuddd Rod-
rigo, and Sulamunea ; thdr-gt-nﬁ'ﬂ Beresford, with two brigades;
was t6 move by Cotrubira: hnd Aliteidd; ahd Genetal Fﬂm with
three brigudes, by Abtantes and Alieida. -

- The army, accordinigly, intmediately moved aﬁﬁy theuem ,
and by the 27th of October was 811 clear of Lishon.  Whilst the
ariiy is on its march, we shall throw a cursory view ovér the affaire
 of Spain, and the gereral state of things, which awmed Bir Johry
Moote on his arvival at Salainanca. * ,

- The Frenchgenetil Dupiont had béen defeated in the ‘hﬂg‘imﬁiﬁg
of the summer; The Fretich in conseqiicnice withdrew from Ma-
drid, and repasse& the Ebro. - Their force in this quarter consisted
of ab6uit 45,000 inen, conecentrated in Navarre and Biseay ; their
- right at Bilbea; and their left ot Aybar, may somewhat il -
trate this position to add, that Spain, from north to south, is erossed
by §ix tivers ; the courses of all of which are neatly from due east
to dué west. Tlie first of their rivers, supposing a travellér to be-
coming from Bayonne, afong the French and Spanish great toad.
to Madrid, is the Ebro. The ‘next, about eighty miles distant,
aﬁ#ﬂeuﬂy parallel, is the Dewro.  The third, about the same dis-
thnee; 14 the 'ﬁghs ‘on & branch of which, the M&rd.&ﬁarﬁa, 19 Siw
tiated the city of Madrid. Eﬁﬁﬁsmg the traveller to contimie
the safiié cotitde, viz. from the orth o the south of Spain, the
next river is the Guadiana, and nh&ut ‘ninety miles’distunt is the
Guadalqeivir. The Freuch artay, therefore, on the defeat of Du-
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pont, had withdrawn behind the Ebro, as above stated, and taken

a station in Navarre and Biscay, the provinces immediately ad-
joiming to France, y .

The French in Spain at this period were 45,ﬁﬂﬂstrnug, and were
daily receiving reinforcements. To oppose this force there were.
two Spanish armies ; the one under Castanos, hanging on the, left
flank of the French at Aybar; the other under Blake in Leon.
Nothing could be more wretchedly equipped than both of these.
armies. LThey were totally destitute of every thing; and tegether
with the slowness, imbecility, and false confidence of the Junta,
gave very bad hopes of any fortunate issue, If,indeed, the Spanish
armies were so incapable of encountering the remains of the
French, what was to be expected of them, when the successive re~
inforcements from France should again bring a formidable army
into the field. General Blake’s army in Leon, called the army of
the left, from its position with respect to Madrid, did net exceed-
18,000 men ; and the army under Castanos, consisting of the
united armies of the centre and right, did not exceed -@,uﬂﬂq In.
a council of war, composed of the principal Spanish generals,.
which was held at Tudela, on the 5th of November, it was given,
as the unanimous opinion, ‘“ That though the army of the left,.
under General Blake, was iu a state of extreme peril, it was yet
impossible to send it any assistance from the army of the centre 3,
the latter being destitute of all necessary means.” il

Suchwas the state of Spainatthisperiod. Noeffective army what-
ever,and a government hoping every thing and doing nothiug; deceive
ing themselves, and deluding the people ; exaggerating every petty
skirmish of outposts iuto a complete victory ; and most absurdly
imagining that the French did not attack them, because they had
given up the cause as hopeless. So complete, indeed, was this
self~deception, that it had even been a matter of doubt with the
Junta, whether they should accept-an English army or not.  Ac-
cordingly, the first application was for arms and money ; and it
was only the more temperate wisdom of Count Florida Blanca
which induced them, at length, to accept of it. Such was the
state of things which awaited Sir John on his arrival in Spain,

Sir Johu Moore arrived at Selamanca with his advanced guard

#
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on the 13th of November;and the first piece of intelligence, which
he here received, was that of the destruction of a Spanish corps of
12,000 men, under the Count Belvidere, who had absurdly ad-
vanced to Burgos, an open town in front of the French army.
‘The French had immediately followed him, attacked him withasu-
perior force, and numpiete] y routed him. _

There were two important peints in this mtelligence. In the
first place, that the Freuch were at Burgos, 120 English miles to
the north of Salamanca, and about 40 miles from the. east of the
line of march, by which Sir David Baird was advancing from Ce-
ruuna to the point of junction at Salamanca. The second point
was the kind of stuff of which our allies were made.

Half-way between Salamanca and Burgos was the strong. town
of Valladolid, being only 70 English miles from Salamanca. Two
days after the intelligence of the capture of Burgos, that is, on the
night of the 15th, Sir John, in the night, was awakened by an ex-
press from General Pignatelli, the goveruor of the province, to in-
form him that the French army had advanced, and taken possession
of the city of Valladolid.

Such was the situation of Sir John Moore on his first arrival at
Salamanca. The French within 60 miles of him and not more
than 2000 of his own force, and not a single gun, as yet come up -
with him ; the Spanish armies having scarcely sufiicient strength
to keep themselves tﬂg’ether.

It did not add a little to the inauspicious features of this state
of affairs, that the people, and even the magistracy of Salamanca
and.- its neighbourhood, seemed, at once, ignorant and indifferent
to all oceurrences, The capture of Valladolid, though ouly so
short a distance, was first communicated to them by Sir John
Moore, and they received the intelligenceas a matter of no im port-
ance whatever. This apathy, however, did not arise from any.
disaffection to the cause. It was imputable only to the government,
The people, from former habits, threw themselves entirely upon
their governors, And from some cause or other, let the truth he
spoken, all the former magnanimity of the Spanish nobility 1s

~ gone. Those who have been at the court of Madrid will confirm

this assertion ; titey are dwarfish both in »ody and mind. The
¥rles
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best ‘of them, at this period, seemed to sleep; some of the others
were caballing amongst themselves upon points tetally uncon-
niected with the defence of the country ; and others, tomake use of
a colloguial expression, seemedhalf and half between patriotism and
a compromisewith the enemy. The latter party,indeed, were more
numerous than any, and ultimately proved fatal to Spain.

Sir John Moore, upon receiving this intelligence of the capture
~ of Valladolid, assembled the Juntaof Salamanca, and informed them
of the event ; adding, that he might, perhaps, find it necessary to
fall back on Ciundad Rodrigo. The Junta received this intimation
with great indifference. General Moore then sent orders to Gene-
ral Baird, who had redched Corunna on the 13th of October, and
after experiencing great delay from the apathy of the people, and
the imbecility of the Junta, had advanced on his march, to hasteh
with all speed to Salamanca, but to be particularly on his guard.

On November the 16th, another very unpleasant piece of intel-
ligence was received,—the defeat of General Blake. Two armies
had thus been destroyed since the arrival of Sir John at Salaman-
ca; that is, the Estremaduran army at Burgos, and Blake’s army in
Leon: The French force wasthuscompletely between the Spanish
armies and Sir John Moore; the Spanish army being drawn back-
wards upon St. Ander, and the French advanced to within forty
miles of Sir John Moore, and twenty miles of the flank of the
line of march by which Sir David was moving from Corunna to
Salamanca. Corunna is about 250 miles to the north-east of Sa-
lamanca.  Astorga is about half way between them'; the neigh-
bourhood of which Sir David had reached at this date. The
French outposts were at MaJnrga, about 20 miles on his flank,

One more Spanish army still remained, that of Castanos, callegt
the army of the centre and right. Let us see what was the stute
of this, Tt was posted, at this period, in the neighbourhood of
Tudela, but on the opposite or north side of the Ebro, about
three hundred miles to the north-east of Salamanca, The relative
situgtion of Sir John Moore, upon his arrival at Salamanca, with
respect to the Spanish armies, was very extraordinary ; he was at
the vertex of ‘a triangle; the base of which, at the distance of
between 250 and 300 miles, was the position of the French: the
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points at the extremities of the base, that is, the French flanks,

were the positions of the Spanish armies. That of Blake had been
routed, as has been above mentioned. On the 21st of November
the French advanced on Castanos, and he deemed it prudent to
withdraw the same night to Tudela. The French followed hini,
Immediately behind Tudela is a small ridge of hills, which the
commissioner sentbytheJunta and the captain-general of Arragon
. deemed a good position. Castanos was of an opinion totally op~
posite. 'The commissioner and the captain-general, however, in-
sisted. 'The result was, that Castanos was compelled to give bat-
“tle. He accordingly made the hest possible disposition of his army ;
drawing up his main body, as a centre, behind the nidge, out of -
sight of the enemy, and advanced his two flanks on some hills
near the town, In this position he awaited the attack.
~ The enemy did not suffer him to await it long. They imme-
diately fell upon the advanced flanks, and Castanos supported
them from his centre in reserve, The French were pushed back
on the left, The left thought that every thing was now concluded ;
but the French, according to their custom, made a rally, and
again rushed on the left, and drove all before them. The Spaniards
were not a kind of troeps who could imitate the French in a Siimi=
lar vallying ; accordingly, being once broken, they fled in confu-
sion, and hastened, as so maﬁy individnals, tq their several homes,

Such, therefore, was the general situation in which Sir John
Moore found himself, on the 24th of November, 1808 : at which
time the three divisions of infantry, which had marched under
Generals Fraser, Paget, and Beresford, had all joined him at Sa-
tamanca. Sir David was somewhat advanced beyond Astorga,

-and Lieutenant-general I—Inpe was nearly at the same distance
from him (about 100 miles), in the vicinity of Madrid.

In this state of things, Sir John deemed it necessary, on the 28th
of November (the day on which he received mtelligence of Cas-
tanos’s defeat), to send immediate orders to Sir David Baird and
Lieutenant-general Hope. The substance of these orders was,
that as the three Spanish armies were all destroyed, as the French
in Spﬁiu gxceeded 70,000 men, and a reinforcement of 30,000 was
hourly expected ; the Frencli, moreover, being at Burgos, and
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thereby endangering the march of Sir David Baird ; it being,
moreover, a matter of doubt, whether the junction could even be
effected with either Baird or Hope; that under all these ¢ircum-
stanices, Sir Johu had resolved to fall back upon Portugal ;” and
upon the receipt of these orders, Sir David Baird was instructed
to commence his retreat to Cerunua. Licutenant-general Hope
was ordered to push forward to Salamauca or Cindad Rodrigo, ac-
cording to his discretion. The campaign had thus reached itsfirst
crisis. Sir John had been thirteen days only at Salamanca, when
he found it necessary to issue these orders’ for falling back into
Portugal, The defeat of the Spanish armies entirely exposed the
British force whilst marching up in divisions. Sir David Baird
was coming from the north; Lieut,-general Hope from the south ;
so that had Sir John moved from Salamanca, which was at an
equal distance between them, {owards oneiof them, he necessarily
withdrew in the same position from the other.

Sir John now only continned at Salamanca till General Hope
was out of danger. 'This general, when within sixty miles of Sa-
lamanca, was compelled to make a sweep, in ordér to avoid the
enemy. " This communication was 110 sooner made to Mr, Frere,
his Muje_sty*'s minister at Madrid, than he remonstrated against it,
in a manner which excited some unpleasant feclings between Sir
John and himself. It is not our purpose to stir up ap ember,
which we hope to be nearly extinguished ; but it is necessary }ﬂ
add, in justice to the memory of Sir John, that the insinuated im-
putation was most certainly harsh, and that Mr, Frere all along
acted with somewhat of an'unfriendly reserve towards him. No
situation could possibly be more cruel : there was, indeed, infini-
tely more courage in the retreat than in the advance, Sir John, in
falling back upon Portugal, shewed that he bad no feelings but
for Lis country, and that he looked to posterity and hisself-satis-
faction to compensate him ' for the intermediate injustice of his

contemporaries, -
The Junta likewise urged Sir John Moore to reconsider his pur-
pose. 'The president of the Junta, and the acting war minister,
was Den Morla ; the man who afterwards so basely submitted to
Puonaparfe, It hence became a matter of suspicion, that Don
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Morla, in his solicitations to Sir John to move nearer to Madnd,

was acting as the instrument of Buonaparte; endeavouring to
lure the Buitish army into the centre of Spain, and by that means
throw them into the hauds of the French. Upon a review, how-
ever, of the whole transaction, we do not think this supposition was
well founded. Morla appears to us to have been u cold selfish
man ; one who liad no objection to resist, as long as he thought
resistance had a fiir prospect; but as soon as things had taken an
adverse turn, resolved to compromize, and take his chance with
the victors. Madrid, and the virtue and patriotism of Don Merla,
were taken at the same time. ‘

Ou the 5th of December, Sir Johm recﬂved a message from the
Junta at Madrid, announucing, that the Freach were advancing to-
wards thecapital ; batthatas ey had 60,000 men tooppose to them,
they had no apprehension for the event. They iatreated bim,
however, to march with the British force to their assistance. Be-
fore Sir John had made any decision upon this letter, he received
another of the same purport, and on the sume day, from Mr. Frere,
It was therein stated, that nothing could exceed the popular en-
thusiasm of Madnd; and Mr. E'rere concludes a most cold, formal,
and reserved letter, by insivuating, that there was no reason what-
ever for the retreat of the British ; that such a retreat would be
tantamount to the desertion and abandonmeut of our ailies:  for
such is the spirit and character of this country, that even if aban-
doned by the British, I should by no megns despair of their ulti-
mate success,” This letter is dated December the 3d, from Ta-
lavera, about 80 miles from Madrid : for neither Mr. Frere or the
Junta had thought proper to intrust themselves to the enthusiasm
of the capital. Talavera, moreover, was only their resting place,

for they were hastening with all convenient speed to Badajoz.

.. Sir John gave these representations the attention which was due
to the persons from whom they proceeded. Mr. Frere's letter was
brought by Colonel Charmilly, who, in person, confirmed the sub-
stance of its conteuts. He had just left Madrid. The whole in-
habitants. of the city were in arins, and had united with the troops;
tiie streets were barricaded ; batteries were erecting all round ;
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~ the peasants were flocking to the capital ; and, in fine, the enthu-

siasm was unexampled.

These official statements dﬁtEIﬂ]ulEd Sir John Moore. He could
not for a moment suspect that they were decidedly false. He
counld net suspect that persons of the rank of the Junta would de-
ceive him in a matter of mere fact. Colonel Charmilly, moreover,
had seen it, and asserted what has since appeared to have been a
downright direct falsehood on his veracity. Was it possible, more-
over, that Mr. Frere could be so egregiously deceived ? These con-
siderations decided the general. He sent an immediate order to
Sir David Baird to stop his retreat. The caution and foresight of
the general were admirably shewn in this order : ¢ The city of Ma-
drid have taken up arms, have refused to capitulate to the French,
are barricading their streets, and say they are determined to suffer
every thing rather than submit. This arrests the French, and
people who are sanguine entertain great hopes from it. I own,
myself, I fear this spirit has arisen too late, and the French are
now too strong to be resisted in this manner. There is, however,
no saying; and I feel myself the more obliged to give it a trial, as
M. Frere has made a formal representation, which I received this
evening. I must beg, therefore, you will suspend your march
until you hear from me again. Let all your preparations, as far as
provisions, &c., go, continue to be made for a retreat, in case that
should again become necessary.  Establish one magazine at Villa
Franca, and one or two further back ; to which let salt meat, bis-
cuit, rtum or wines, forage, &c,, be brought up from Corunna.
Send to me to Zamara two regiments of cavalry, and one brigade
of horse artillery ; keeping one regiment of cavalry, and one brigade
of horse artillery with yourself; and send on your troops by
brigades to Benevento. The enemy have nothing at present in
that direction; we must take advantage of it, and by warking
double tides make up for lost time. By means of the cavalry
patroles, you will discover any movements mmmediately near you ;
and I take for granted you have got other channels of information ;
and both' you and me, although we may look big, and deter-
mined to get every thing forward, yet we must neyer lose sight of
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‘Ehia, that at any moment affairs may take that turn that will
render it necessary to retreat.”

These letters of Mr. Frere’s and the Junta had been brought by
Colonel Charmilly, December the 5th; and on December the
4th, Madrid, after a negotiation conducted by Morla, had sur-
rendered. 'This certamly constitutes a strong presumption of
treachery on the part of Morla, as he must have been meditating
this negotiation in the very moment in which he had sent the letter,
soliciting the advance of Sir John. Our opinion, however, is, that
he was not so much guilty of any concerted treachery as of a base
selfishness ; he was willing to be prepared for all events, and per-
fectly careless how far he risked the English, as long as he answered
his own purposes.

Sir David Baird was at this period at Villa Franca, about
two marches from Astorga towards Coranna, General Hope was
in the immediate neighbourhood of Salamanca,  Sir John there-
fore was now secure of his junction with both of them ; and there-
fore in a better situation than he had hitherto been since in Spain.

Sir John immediately wrote (December the 6th,) to Romana,
expressing his altered purpose; and requesting Romana, who
was stated to have been at the head of about 14,000 men, the fu-
gitives from the defeated armies, to appoint some place of union,
that thence the combined armies might move on Madrd, A
very unpleasant circumstance occurred the same day to render
wider the unhappy distance that already” prevailed between
Mr. Frere and Sir John Moore. Colonel Charmilly arrived at
head quarters with a letter from Mr. Frere ; in which Mr, Frere ex-
pressed his earnest request, that if SirJohn Moore continued in
his purpose of falling back upon Portugal, he would previously
allow Colonel Charmilly to be examined in a council of war.
Surely this was nothing more than appealing from the general
to his council. A most indelicate proposal, and wiich Mr. Frere’s
long experience in the decorums of official intercourse should
have taught him to avoid. Sir John replied to this proposal in a

Jetter of singular dignity : “ 1 shall abstain,” says he, ¢ from any
remark upon the two letters from you, delivered to me lasi-uig_hf.
_-and this morning by Colonel Charmilly, or on the message which
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accompanied them. I certam!y at first did feel and E:-:pressed
much indignation at a person like him being made the channel of
cominunication of that sort from you to me. Those feelings are at

an eml, and I dare say they never will be excited towards you

again.”’

On the fnllﬂwmg day (December ‘,'.'r'th ,) Sir John recejved an ad-
dress from the Junta of Toledo, announcing the resolution of de=
voting themselves to the sacred cause of their country, and of
dying rather than submitting. Sir John made a suitable reply.
On the following day, however, the French approached the town
of Toledo, and these worthy patriots, having given the matter a se+
cond consideration, submitted without fiving a shot.

Sir John had now learned the surrender of Madrid, and the ap-
proach of the French army. Marshal Bessieres was chasing the
central army on the road to Valencia ; the Duke of Bellune had
entered Toledo; and the Duke of Dantzic, with a strong division,
was marching to Badajqa, with the design of*either seizing upon
Lisbon or Cadiz ; the Duke of Truro was proceeding against Sa-
ragossa ; the Duke of Dalmatia was preparing to enter Leon; and
Bonaparte from Madrid was ready to support all these movements,
and complete the subjugation of Spain. The total of this force
was estimated at 150,000 men. Sir John Moore’s force did not
exceed 18,030, excl asive of 10,720 with Sir David Baird ; making
altogether an army of 26,900 infantry, and 2,450 cavalry. . The
artillery was numerous, but of too small a cahbre, including a.
brigade of useless th ree-pmmders It amounnted to 50 guns.

On the 8th of December, Sir John received a letter from Co-
lonel Graham, who had been sent by him to Madrid; the letter
was dated Talavera, December the 7th.  The substance of i it was,
that Morla had made some sort of agreement with the Frene.h who
on the 2d of December had thereby got possession of the Retire
and Prado of Madrid ; that he was suspected of treason in this
proceeding, having refused to admit the troops of St. J uan and
Hea:eida, who were at the gates, and whose presence. would have
enabled the citizens to have defended the town ; thatCastellar the
Captaiu-general, and all the military officers of rank, had refused
to ratify the agreement ; had left the town, and brought away 16

\
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guns ; that. the inhabitants, hnwevef had i-efnsed to deliver up
their arms; and that the French force, being about 25,000, had”
thereby sufficient occupation to keep them at Madrid ; that the
nrmy'qf Castanos was at Guadalaxara, and was stated to amount
to 30,000 men; that the remains of the army of Generals St. Juan
and Hereida (about 12,000,) were going to occupy the bridge of
Almairaz, a bridge over the Tagus, about 40 iniles from Talavera
‘in the road to Badajos: that the army of Romana in Leon was
taid to exceed 30,000 men; that La Pena had succeeded Castanos
and that the chief force of the French was at Sarﬂgm and.
Madrid.

Sir John Moore, hewever, resolved to give the Spumards all pos~
sible assistance ; and accordingly, on the followingday, (Dec. lath}
tommenced his march from Salamanca.  The reserveand General
Beresford’s s brigade were marched to Toro ¢ there to unite with the
cavalry Ginder Lord Paget, who had reaéhed that place from As-
torga. The general moved with the remaining divisionstowards Aleas
josand Tordisellas, At this last place the whele were intended to
unite, whence he proposed to proceed to Valladolid. = Sir David
Baird’s corps were not yet all collected ; but he was directed, by
an express, to puﬂh ﬂh his brigades to Ben&fentn to support er join
him. oy -

The intention of this movement was to threaten the communis
eation between Madrid and France. His purpose was to draw the
principal attention of the French to the unitedarmiesof himself and
Romana; and by means of this diversion give breathing time to the
leviesin the south. IntheorderssenttoSirD. Baird tohastento Benes
venfo, héinformed hiin that he should reach Valladolid on the 16th.

On the same day he digpatched a messenger to Mi. Frere, in«
forming him that he had been jomned by 1500 cavalry, making a
part of the forces of Sir David Baird; that Sir David was as-
sembling his force at Astorga aud Beneveuto, the latter town
being about 50 miles in the rear of Sir John in his line of march to
Valladolid. The distance between Salamanca and Valladolid is
60 miles. Romana was at Leon, about 60 miles further nor
therly of Valladolid. A straight line, almost due north, from Sa«
amanca to Leon would be the base of @ triangle, which, baving
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Valladolid for its vertex, would be nearly an isosceles; the lines.
~ from Salamaaca to Valladolid, and from Leon to Valladelid, being
equal. Benevento is situated half way between Salamanca and I..Bou
on the above mentioned base. In the dispatch above mentmued, Sir

John thus states the purport of his movements. = ¢ The object of

- my movement is to threaten the French communications, and at~

tract their attention from Madrid and Saragossa, and favour any
movement which might be projected by the armies forming to the
south of the Tagus. If no advantage is taken of it, if no efforts
are madé, and if every one continues quiet, as they did when
Maﬂrid was attacked, the French will have their uptmn to turn
against me what portion of their force they please: it wxll of course

- not be one inferior in m‘lmber, and I need not sbate to yuu what is

likely to be the consequence.”

On the 14th, the head-quarters were trm]sferred to™ Aleajos,
nbout 46 miles in the line of march to Valladolid. Here Sir John
yeceived a letter from the Marquis Romana; the ﬂuhstam:e of
= swhich was a mere npprpbatmn of ‘Sir John's movements. On the
sameé day, some most amportant dispatches were intercepted from
Buonaparte to Marshal Soult at Saldana. It appeared from these
documents, that Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia, had *mth* him
two divisions at Saldana, besides one under the Duke d’ Abrantes,
which were collecting at Burgos, and another under the Duc de
- "Treviso, which had received orders to march on to Samgﬂasu, but

. syhich, of course, might be recalled. Madrid had submitted, and
was quiet ; and the French from thence were marching upon Ba-
dejos. ‘Their advanced guard was atTalavera and Lahreina on the
. 10th instant.

In conséquence of the serious dlacovenen made by this Cir=
mmnm, Sir  John, - instead of continuing in the line of s

march to Valladolid, made a‘march to his right upon Toro, so as

to approach Sir David Baird; Toro being in the road to Bene-
yento about 30 miles from it, and Zamora being half way between
the two places. By this movement the British forces were be~
coming mere concentrated, Sir David being at this time collecting
iis forces at Benevento, The French force at the same time

began to assume a most formidable appearance. Three corps, com= .

wmianded by three marshals, gradually approaching from the north
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on the British army, whilst Buonaparte with the reserve was hasten-

ing up to Mﬂn& and Marshal Bessiers with a fifth corps was
huntlug the remains of the Spanish armies in the south,

‘General Moore’s immediate object was to allure forward Mar«
shal Soult from Saldana, which place is pbout 80 miles nnrl:herly
of Toro, _Wlth this purpose, as well as that of uniting himself
with Sir David Baird, he had made his march upon Toro, which
Plar:e he reached on the 16th, Here he recéved a report from
'thutenant-minnel Simms, who had been sent by Sir David Baird
to ascértam the strength of Remana’s army at Leon, The sub-
stance of his report was, that at Orbego, 12 miles from Leon, he
had come up with the first division of that force ; that he found it
to consist of 4000 men under General Tregader. It was distri-
buted into five regiments, three of the line’ and two of militia.
The equipment and appearance of these troops were miserable'in
the extreme. The spnngs aud locks of the muskets did not corre-
apnnd either the main spring was too wieak for the feather aprmg,
or the feather spring too weak to produce fire from the hammer ;
the ammunition pouches were not proof against the rain; the
clothing of the soldiers was motley, and some were naked.. The
men were atnut, without nrder or discipline, butin no degree tur~
bulent or femcmua. The report proceeded, that the army with
the Marquis Romana at ISbn might amount to 10,000 ; that
they had no mufable notion of military movements; their move-
fments i‘rum column into liné were ‘confusedly performed; the
Infﬁcers Wern still inferior to the mén, and there was only one
_._'bngadﬂ. of =zu't1.lll1|ar§r for the whnla bt The report then con-
_cluﬂeu in fhﬂ fullnmng words : -

“ On tha ihple, fmm what I have been able to observe, since I came here,
m;ﬂl from the tenor of my conversations with the Marquis, I am really dis-
posed to doubt his inclination of moving in a forward direction to join Sir
"John Moore. 1 suspect that he rather looks to secure his retreat into Ga-
“licia. Even if he were to join Sir John, I doubt whether his aid would be
of ‘any use~My reason for the first conclusion is,—If the Marquis meant

to advance, why send his. Ill'tl“EIT and troops into the rear; and why not
fix some day for his movement ? My reason for :louhtmg the eﬂiﬂem:y of

‘his aid is founded on the discipline of his army, and even the arms of his men,
| X _lt is rgallg ,q-fally impossible, that they can stand before a line of French
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infantry. A portion of at least one third of the muskets wil_l not explode,
‘and a French soldier will load and fire his piece with precision three times
before a Spaniard can fire his twice. Mﬂ!".t, however brave, cannot stand
against such odds. And as to charging with the bayonet, if their arnis weréd
" fit for the purpose, the men, though individually as gallant as possible,
‘have no collective confidence to carry them on ; they will therefore disperse,
~ probably on the first fire, and can never be nllied until they voluntarily
_yeturn to the general’s standard; as in the case of the Marqm; Romana’s
present army, almost wholly composed of fugitwea from the battles of the
_ morth. The marquis himself informed me, that the Spaniards did not lose
above a thonsand men in their late actions with the Frnm:h a proof, not of
the weakness of the French, but of the incapacity of the Spamardﬂ to resist
" them. TIn fact, the French light troops decided the contest; the Spaniards
* fled before a desultory fire: They sayved themselves, and now claim a merit
for having escaped. By a repetition of such flights, and snch reassemblings,
the Spaniards may, in the end, become suld:eru, and greatly harass the
enemy ; but as we cannot follow this mm:'le of warfare, the}r cannot be of
~wmuch use to-us in the day of battle, when we must eithéer conquer or be
destroyed. 1 do not mean to undervalue the spirit or patriotism of the
Spaniards, whieh I highly respect, and which in the end may effect their
deliverance, but they are not now, nor can. they for a long time be, suffi-
ciently improved in the art of war, to be coadjutors with us in a g'enern.l
action. We must, therefore, stand or fall by eur own means.”

"This report was dated Leon, December 14th, and was received
by Sir John, as we above ﬂtate(jt. at Tarp, on the 16th ; Leon
- being about 90 Enghsh miles to the nnrth of Tu-m.

On the same day (the _lﬁth), whilst at Toro, Sir Jehn received
a dispatch from the Marquis Romana ; the purport of which was to
give him information on two important points ; the strength of the
Marquis’s army, and the plan by which he intended to proceed.
‘With respect te his.army, he stated it to amount to 20,000 men ;
‘but that at least two thirds "of them were in want of clothing
from head to foot, and that the whale army -were without hnvEr-
sacks, Eartnuch-bﬁxea, and shoes,  With recpect to his plan, he
stated that he wanted to unite himself with the British ; but that,
according to the best information, there was a division of the
enemy, from about 8 to 10,000 men, under Marshal Soult, at Sa-
hagun, which place was between Leon and o¥p; that until he
was riden of these, he could only remain where he was ; that the
position of this division was along the little mver Cea, and. oc-
gupied the village of Sahagon, which strengthened its left; its
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‘principal corps was at Saldana, and its advanced post at Cea and
Almanza, - The dispatch concluded with expressing his solicitude,
that Sir John would rid him of this force by attacking it.
 The project here proposed was, in fact, the immediate purport
of Sir John, Toro was five marches from Sakagon, and Sir John
had been previously informed that Marshal Soult had been
there stationed, and had, for some time, kept a steady eye upon
it. He foresaw that this might not only lead to an important
event in itself, but would necessarily draw upon him the whole
French force in Spain, and thereby create a diversion which would
I_ give time to the defeated armies to rally and recover themselves in
the south.
~ Sir John remained at Toro the 16th and 17th ; and on the fol-
lowing day (the 18th), moved forward to Castro Novo, Sir David
Baird had arrived at the same time at Benevento, on the road to
join them. Benevento is about 40 miles to the north-east of Castre
Novo. Here he had sent off a dispatch in answer to that received
- from the Marquis Romana at Toro, on the 16th. Si¥ John here
 stated in substance, that he had sometime before received informa-
tion of Marshal Soult being stationed at Saldana and Sahagon ;
and that, therefore, he had judged it expedient to make an obe
 lique margh towards that position; that by this means he was about
to effect his junction with Sir David Baird,in which case he should
immediately march npon Sahagon. .
- On the following day Sir John continued his march forwards on
¥illa Pando and Vandaras ; and on the day following (December
the 20th) marched to Majorga, where he was joined by Sir David
with the guards.

Sir John Moore had now, at least, effected one purpose, tha‘t of
he union of his army. “Its total amount is stated to have been

23,000 mfantry, and 2,500 cavalry, The cavalr)r andhorse artillery
were advanced to within 12 miles of Sahaﬂm

A very brave action was here achieved by Lord Paget and his
~cavalry. It was understood that 700 of the enemy’s cavalry were
posted in Saﬁgﬂ“ﬁ. Lord Paget resolved upon an attempt to cut
off this detachment. The ground was covered with deep snow,
and the weather was extremely ¢old, His Lordship, however;
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1o arched at two o’clock in the morning, and sent General Slade

with the 10th hussars, along the Cea, to enter the town ; while he
proceeded towards it in anuther direction with the 15th dragoons
and horse artillery. His Lﬁrdﬂhlp approached the town at dawn,
and surprised a picquet; but two or three men escaped and 'ga'ﬂz
the alarm., He p‘ushed forward and discovered the enemy fnrmed
not far from the town. The two corps manceuvred for some
time, each endeavouring to gain the flank of its opponent. :

At first the ground was unfavourable to Lord Paget, partlcu-
larly from the situation of a hollow. But by superior skill his
Lordship surmeunted this difficalty ; passed the hollow; com-
pletely out-manceuvred the enemy, and charged them at a fae
vourable moment ; for the French having wheeled into line, very
‘njudiciously halted to receive the shock, But this they were un-
equal to ; they were overthrown in a moment, and dispersed in
every direction. Many of the French were killed, and _t_.h'e prie
-soners amounted to 157, including two lieutenant-colonels, - T};e
loss of the British was trifling, The 15th regiment of hussars,
about 400 strong, encountered in this action near 700 Freuch and

surpassed them both in skill and intrepidity.

- On the following day (December 21st) the army moved tn Sahn-

gon,and as the men had suffered much from their previous marchea,
Sir John halted a day to epable them to recover, On the same
day he received a dispatch from the Marqms Romana,dated Leon,
December 19th. The Marquis states his wish to co-operate with_
him in his attack upon Sayagon ; but the most extrﬂnnhnary Cirs
cumstance in this letter is, that the writer of it, as well as the
Junta, appeared to have been totally ignorant that Mﬂdﬂd hal:l
surrendered to the enemy twenty days before.

Sir J. Moore here likewise received information, that Buonapn e
had reviewed, in person, the French army at Madnd; and that it
consisted of 60,000 men, with 150 pieces of artillery; and t,hat this
‘was mdepanﬂent of two large corps under the Duykes. Bellune and
Dantzic - at Toledo and Salamanca, !J;ld others in ‘I:he .nmﬁh-
bourhood.

On the following morning ﬁﬂec:mber ﬂﬂd} % the nrm}' still_re.
“maming at Sahagon, Sir John sent off a d:;pntch to the Ma,rqum
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Romana, informing him that Soult had concentrated himse/'f at
Saldana, 12 miles from Sahagﬂ}l, and that he should ma rch
against him on the following morning, On the evening of t his
day (22d), Sir John received another dispatch from the Marqu us
Romana, in which the Marquis informed him, that the force :at
Saldana did not exceed 9000 infantry and 1000 cavalry, wit b
about eight or ten pieces of artillery 3 that it would be of thi®
greatest importance to surround this corps, and to destroy it be- *
fore its junction with any other ; and that.if Sir John had deter
mined upon this enterprise, the Marquis would select from. his
army 9 or 10,000 of his best men, and march forward to cu—np&mte
with lnm.

This letter arrived late in the night of the 2ed. Very eraly in
the morning of the 28d, Sir John dispatched a messenger; to the
Marquis with a reply to it. In this letter, dated Sahagon the 23d,
Sir John informs him, that he intended to march the same night
to Carrion, where he had reason to beliéve some of the enemy had
collected, “To-morrow (the24th) IshallmarchonSaldana.  If your
Excellency would march from Maasilla, eitherdirect on Saldana, or
pass the river a little above it, whilst I march on from Carrion, I
think it would distract the atteution of the enemy, an.d consider-
ably aid my attack. My march from Carrion will prc;bably be in
the night. Any information of your movement I she ]l thank you
to ﬂddreas to me at Carrion, where I shall be at “day-light to=
morrow.’"

-Every thing, therefure, was now in preparation fo r a march upon
Carrion duriug the night, and for an attack upon ' the enemy at
Saldana on the following day.

The British army,now collected at Sahagon, co psisted of 25,400
men. |
. The Duke of Dalmatia, after the defeat of h’ ;s cavalry at Sala-
gun, had withdrawn a detachment from Guarde , and concentrated
his troops, to the amount of 18,000, behind the river . Carriot.
Seven thousand were posted at Saldana, and f jve ‘thousand at the
town of Carrion ; and detachments were place d to gum‘d the fords
and bridges, It was also known that the hea. d eolumns of Junot’s
corps (the 8th) were between Vittoria and B argos.
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The disposition for the attack, however, was scarcely given duty.
and the generals had scarcely feceived their instructions; before
alarming messages and reports were brought from all qnartei'ﬂa-
Information was received from one messenger, that a strong reins
forcement had arrived at Carrion from Palentid ! 4and that a large
quantity of provisions and forage were preparing in the village int
front of that town. A courier next arrived from Los Santas, bring«
ing information that the Freneh corps, which was marching to the
south, had been halted at Salamanca ; and several other messens
gers armived, bnngmg reports that the enemy were advancing from
Madnid.
' This intelligence was farther confirmed in the a‘#ening, about an
hotir before the intended march to Carriou, by the arrival of thefols
lowing express from the Marquis Romana :—
“ TO SIR JOHN MOORE!. |
“ Leon, December 22, 1808,
g1 SIE,——A confidential person, whom I had placed ou the rivey
ljeurﬂ, has wntten to me, on the 18th instant, that he1 1s assured
that the enemy, posted at the Escurial, are moving i this direc«
tion. He adds, that if the person who gave him' this intelligence
should not arrive the same day, he would go himself to Villacastin,
12 leagues from Madrid, to watch the two roads; the one of whick
leads to Zamora, and the other to Segovia. I hasten te give this
information to your. Exeellency, that you may judge what meas
“sures are requisite to be taken. I have the honour, &e.
“ T MArquis of RoMaAna,”
This intelligence determmed Sir John: The march for Carrion
was counterordered, and immediate preparations were made for
retreat. :
¢« Fxact information,” says his brother, in his published account
of the campaign, *¢ of this plan of Buonaparte to eﬁtrap the Eug.;..f
lish army has been since obtained through Major Napier, of the 50th
regiment.” This officer, at the battle of Corunna, was stabbed in
the body by a bayonet, and wounded in the head by a sword, yet
he defended his life till quarter was promised him. When a pri-
soner he was treated most handsomely by the Duke of Dalmatia,
He dined mth Mp.rnhl Ney frequeuntly, w who, as well as I.ﬂBnrdc,
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the chief of 'etat major, and other officers of rank, frankly told him
the design and sentiments of the Emperor.  When Buonaparte re-
ceived intelligence that the British were moving to the Deuro, he
said, ¢‘Moore is the only general fit to contend with me ; Ishall ad-
vance against him in person.” Orders were then sent to the Duke
of Dalmatia to give way if attacked, and to decoy the British to
. Buzrgos, or as far eastward as possible ; and at the same time, to
Push on a corps towards Leon on their left flank. And should
they attempt to retreat, he was ordered to impede this by every
means in his power. - The corps on the road to Badajos was stopt
and ordered to proceed towards Salamanca; while he himself
moved rapidly with all the disposable force at Madrid, and the
Escurial, directly to Benevento. = Neither Buonaparte or .any of
his generals had the least doubt of surrounding the British, with
between 60 and 70,000 men, before they could reach Gallacia. -

The following day (December 24th), was wholly occupied in
making preparations for his retreat ; a matter of infinite difficulty

1in the i’glative positions of the English and French armies. - The

British army, in fact, were almost girded by the French troops..

" Marshal Soult received strong reinforcements from the 22d to

the 24th ; so that his army alone was much superior to the British,

It was posted behind the river Carrion, between Carrion and Sal-

dapa.

_ . The Duke of Abrantes had advanced from Burgos to Paleutm
and threatened the right flank of the British.

Buonaparte push_e& on the corps at the Escurial, and marched
from Madrid on the 18th in person, with an army consisting of
82,000 infantry aud 8000 cavalry. The advanced guard of this
- cavalry passed through Tordesillas on the 24th, the same day the
van of the British left Sahagun, and both moved to the same
point,—Benevento.

.~ There was another corps on the rn-ad to Badajos command{,d by
the Duke of Dantzic; this had advanced toTalavera de la Reyna,
~and had pushed on as far as Arzobispo, in pursuit of the Spanish
general Galuyos. This was likewise counter-marched, and ¢ was
_directed towards Salamanca. Even the division under the Duke
of Treviso, which was proceeding to Faragossa, was stopped.
| H

o
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¢ ¢ In fine,” says his brother, in the account to which we have

above referred, ¢ the whole disposable force of the French army,
forming an irregular crescent, was marching in radii with rapid
- steps to environ the British. “To accomplish this favourite object,
Buonaparte stopped his victorions eareer to the south, where there
was nothing capable of resisting him. ‘Lisbon and Cadiz would
‘have yielded as easily as Madrid; and those must be sanguiue', 1=
deed, who can believe that any further resistance would have been
made by Spain.” - ;
 Sir John, however, had not as yet determined the full extent of
his retreat. He knew that the enemy were too strong to allow him
to wait in his present position ; but he still wished and hoped to
defend Gallicia. ' ' | -
His first object was to pass the river Eslar, without interruption. -
There are three routes across this river; the first is by Mansilla,
where there is a good bridge ; the second is by Valentia, where
there is only a ferry ; and the third is by Castro Gonselo, where
there is also a bridge ; this last road leads to Benevento. It was
impossible to go by Mausilla, as the Marquis Remana’s troops
were there, and the country was completely exhausted by them
there were great objeetious to thewhole army attempting a passage
by the ferry at Valentia, for the intelligence received was, that the
river was rapidly increasiug}hu. that the ford would be probably too
deep, and the boats were feﬁ;‘ It was still, however, neca'uﬁarjr to
secure Valentia, in order to stop the enemy. Sir David Baid,
therefore, was directed to take that route, and it was determined
that the rest of the army should proceed by Castro Gonsolo.
According to this dispositian,  therefore, Major-general Fraser,
followed by Major-general Hope, commenced their march with their
diyisions in the evening of the 24th Dec. to Valderas and Majorga ;
and Sir David Baird proceeded with his to Valentia. To conceal
“this movement, Lord Paget was ordered to push ou strong patroles
of cavalry close to the advanced posts of the enemy. The reserve,
“with two light corps, did not retire from Sahagun-till the morning
of the 25th ; they followed GeneralHope, Lord Paget was ordered
. toremain with the cavalry until the evening, and then follow
“‘*-.H the reserve. Sir Joha accompanied these last corps. '
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On the 26th of December Sir David Baird reached the Eslar,
and passed the ferry with less difficulty than was expected ; he took
post according to liis orders at Valentia.

' On the 24th of December, the advanced guard of Buunaparte s
army marched from Tordesillas, which is 120 miles from Madrid,
and 50 from Benevento ; and strong detachments of cavalry had
been pushed forward to Villal Pando and Majorga, A detache
ment of Lord Paget’s horse fell in with one of these bodies on the
96th at Majorga. 'The French drew up on the left of a lill, and ;
waited to receive the English charge. Colonel Leigh did not
suffer them to wait long ; he galloped up the hill, t:lmrged them,
routed them, and took about 100 prisoners.

The cavalty, the horse artillery, and a light eorps remained, on
the night of the 26th, at Castro Gonsolo ; 'and.the divisions under
Generals Hope and Fraser marched to Benevento. On the 27th
the rear guard crossed the Eslar,and followed the same route, after
completely blowing up the bridge. The army began now to ex-
hibit that appearance of turbulence and indicipline, which too fre-
quently characterise a retreat.. It became necessary, therefore, to
. issue a general order of some seventy in point of its language. The
general lamented, with deep sorrow, that the army should have
forfeited its former praise for exemplary conduct and good dis-
cipline. The misbehaviour of the trfops, which marched by Val-
daras to. Benevento, exceeded what he could have believed of Bri-
tish soldiers, 1t was dlﬂgrat:eful likewise to the officers, as it
strongly marked their negligence and inattention. He could feel
no mercy towards officers, who, in times of peril and difficulties,
neglected their essential duties ; nor towards soldiers who injured
the country they were sent to protect. The situation of the army
was such as to eall for exertion of quahtles the most rare and va-
luable in a military body, These were not bravery alone, but pa-
tience and constancy under fatigue and hardship ; obedience to
command, and sobriety, firmness, and resolution, in every situation
in which they might be placed. It was only by the dlsplajr
of such qualities, that the army could deserve the name of soldiers;
that they could be able to withstand the foces opposed to them, or
to fulfil the expectatious of their country.

©n the same day, December 27th, Str John sent nﬁ' a dispatch
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to the Marquis Romana, dated from Benevgntﬂ. The general

herein imformed his Excellency, that the enemy were advancing
upon them, and that their main body had reached Valladolid,
three marches, or 0 miles in his rear, the preceding day. The -
march to Sahagun had answered, he hoped, seme effectual pur-
pose. Thata little more good fortune would have enabled him to
cut up doult corps; but that he had at least succeeded in with-
drawing the attention of the enemy from the Spanish armies in the
south, ¢ I shall tontinue,” proceeds Sir Jolin, my movement
-on Astorga. It is there, or behind it, we should fight a battle, if
at all. If the enemy follows so far, he will leave himself more open:
to the efforts of the south. My opinion is, that a battle is the
game of Buonaparte, not ours, We should, if fnllc;wed, take de-
fensive positionsin the mountains, where his cavalry can be of nouse
to him; and thereeither engage him on an unequal contest with us,
oblige him to employ a considerable corps to watch us, orto retire
apon Madrid ; in which last case we should again come forth into
the plain. In this manner we give time for the arrival of reinforce-
ments from England ; your army to be formed and equipped,
and that of the south to come forth. In short, the game of Spain
and of England, which must always be the same, is to procrasti-
nate and to gain time ; and not, if it can be helped to place the
whole stake upon the hazard of a battle,”

, Whilst the anny was on its march to Benevento, a Spanish mes.
senger came up with a general, who informed him that he had
passed Buonaparte and his army, who were making forced marches
to overtake the British, . The general, hnwever, was still unwilling
to give himself entirelyinto the purpose of abandoning the defence
of Spain : he looked anxiously around him on all sides to see, if
the people, or their armies, were making any exertion ; but on all .
sides was a perfect blank. The French were in full pursuit of the
British, and the Spamards were every where as qulet aa if they
were neutral spectators,

The general, therefore, found it necessary to continue his re-
treat. 'There were two roads to Vigo; the one by Orense, the
other by Astorga. The road by Orense was impracticable, both
for the artillery and waggons ; the army, therefore; were compelled
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to take that by Astorga. Orders were accordingly sent from Be-
nevento to Sir David Baird, who was still at Valencia, to direct
his march on Astorga, .

. On the following day, Generals Hope and Fraser prut&eded
with their divisions to Le Benessa,
~ On the 29th, at dajf-l-break, after nearly two days” rest, Sir John
Moore followed with the reserve, and Lord Paget, as before, was
ordered to bring up the rear with the cavalry.

‘But at nine o’clock in the morning, before his lordship had
moved, some of the enemy’s cavalry were seen trying a ford near
the bridge, which had been blown up; and presently between 5
.and 600 of the imperial guards of Buonaparte plunged into the
river, and crossed over. They were immediately opposed by the
British picquets, who had been much divided to watch the different
fords; but were quickly assembled by Colonel Otway. When
united, they amounted only to220 men. = They retired slowly be-
fore such superior numbers, bravely disputing every inch-of
ground with the enemy. The front squadvons repeatedly charged
cach other; and upon the picquets being reinforced by asmall
party of the 3d dragoons, they charged with so much fury, that
the front squadron broke through, and was for a short time sur-
rounded by the enemy’s rear squadron wheeling up. But they
extricated themselves, by charging back again through the enemy.
They then quickly rallied, and formed with the rest of the picquets.
Lord Paget soon reached the field; and Brigadier-general Stewart,
at the head of the picquets, was sharply engaged, the squadrons
on both sides sometimes intermi¥ing, His lordship was desirous
of drawing on the enemy farther from the ford, till the 10th hus-
sars, who were forming at some distance, were ready. This regiment
soon arrived, and Lord Paget immediately whegled it into line, in
the rear of the picquets. The latter then charged the enemy, sup-
ported by the 10th hussars. But befere they counld .close, the
French wheeled round, fled to the ford, and plunged mto the
river, 'They were closely pursued, and left on the field 55 killed
and wounded, and 70 prisoners; among whom was General Le
Febvre, the commander of the imperial guard. As soon as the
suemy reached the opposite side of the river, they formed on the
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bauk, but a few rounds from the horse artillery, who arrived at

that moment, quickly drove the French up the hill in the greatest
disorder. 'The imperial guard had shewn themselves much supe-
rio¥ to any cavalry which the British had before engaged. They
fought very gallantly, and killed and wounded near 50 of our dra-
goons. Major Bagwell, who commanded some of the picquets, was
wounded. It was learnt from the prisoners, that Buonaparte slept
the night before (on the 28th,) at Villal Pando, which is four
leagues from Benevento. He had commanded General Le Febvyre
to pass the Eslar if possible, but net to commit himself; and if
was expected that he would have been joined on the march by a
Polish regiment, which bowever did not come up in time. Le
Febvre owned to Sir John Moore, that when he saw nothing but
the cavalry picquets, he concluded that all the rest of the army had
left Benevento, This induced him to cross the river, and when
ence over, he could not, he said, without fighting, retreat, with
such a corps as he commanded, with men who had put to flight
80,000 Russians at Austerlitz. |

Towards the evening the enemy brought up some field pieces,
and cannonaded the picquets from the heights on the opposite side
of the river, but without the least effect. Lord Paget drew off thﬂr
cavalry at night and follewed the reserve to Le Benessa.

General Craufurd was here detached with 3000 men to take the
road for Vigo through Orense. It was found difficult to support
the whole of the army on ene road. The rest of the armiy pros
ceeded to Astorga, when Sir David Baird’s column, cnmmg from
Valencia, again united with Sir John on the evening of this day,
the 29th. Sir John, however, had the mortification to find here
(at Astorga), the Marquis Romana and his army. They had re«
treated from Leon, of which the French had possessed themselves.
The soldiers of Sir David Baird had brought the camp equipage
from Corunna to Astorga; there was now no means of removing it,
and it was necessarily ordered to be burned. |

It had been a ‘part of thé plan of Buonaparte to have reached
Benevento as soon as the English, and Marshal Soult had indulged
the hope, that they would have been so much retarded by Buona.
parte’s attacks, that he might by forced marches throngh Leon
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proceed thence to Astorga. Had either been in time, the British
vrould have beén surrounded. - But Buonaparte was here happily
anticipated, and whilst a part of his cavalry was repulsed by Lord
Paget, the van of the British army, under General Fraser, entered
..and secured Astorga. The advanced guard, and the main body
of the British army, on the 30th of December, moved on to Villa
Franca ; and Sir Johu Moore, with General Paget and the re-
serve, followed on the 31st. They marched to Comberos that even-
ing’; and the cavalry followed at night. The picquets on the road
from La Benessa, who were posted to watch Buonaparte’s cavalry,
and those at the bridge at Orbego to attend to Soult, retired as
‘the enemy advanced. The cavalry reached Comberos at midnight;
when immediately the reserve proceeded and arrived next morning
(January 1st,) at Bombibre, precisely as the preceding divisious
avere marching off to Villa Franca. The French were now so
€los¢ up, that their patrules dunng the night fell in with our ca-
valry picquets.
Buonaparte was joined at Astmga by Marshal Snult. The
French army now assembled in this town amounted to near 70,000
men, independent of other divisions which were hastening up.
“The emperor here reviewed this force, and detaching three mar-
shals of France to follow the British, he hi-msclf ‘halted to watch -
the-event.
It must not be denied, that the sufferings of the army, fmm the
-haste of the retreat and the inclemency of the weather, were great
in the éxgreme; and, in such circumstances, some . murmurs
and some discontent were natural and pardonable. The ground
.was covered with snow; the roads were mnearly impassable; and
after a day of the most severe marching, neither food nor shelter
were to be procured at night. There were no means of transpert-
-ing the baggage but by the Spanish mules and bullocks, and these
would only obey the voice of the native drivers, who seized every
epportunity of escaping und running away. The consequence
‘was, that the greater part of the baggage was necessarily left bes |
‘hind, and the weak, the sick, and the wounded, under the same
~eruel necessity, were left to the mercy of the enemy.
The most unhappy circumstance of the retreat, however, was
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the number of stragglers, some of whom from necessity, but a far
‘greater number in search of plunder, followed up in along line
the march. of the enemy. 'These unhappy wretches were most
mercilessly hacked, cut, and slashed, by the French cavalry, now
close up to the rear of the English. For three, four and five miles,
the French dragoons galloped up the road through the midst of
them; cutting and slashing them on each side; the poor wretches
from liguor, fatigue, or sickness, being unable to move out of thewr

way.
On the following day, the 2d of January, the army mov ed to
‘Villa Franca. Some squadrons of the French cavalry compelled
the detacament which brought up the rear under Colonel Ross to
vetire; and pursued them for some miles, till Major-general '
-Paget checked them with the reserve. On the morning of the 3d,
‘whilst the army was about to proceed ou its march; a party of
_-about 5000 cavalry were seen advancing within a league of Cocabe~
Joe, a small town where the reserve had halted ; the cavalry occu-
“pying Villa Franca. The 95th, and a detachment of B,ritisia Ca=
‘walry, occupied a hill, about half a league in front of the town,
through which a shallow river ran ; on the opposite side was the re«
-gerve at Villa Franca. Sir John Moore ordered the 95th to with«
‘draw and come through the town over the bridge. They obeyed ; -
but while the two rear companies were passing, the cavalry
picquet retired precipitately throngh them, and were so closely
pursued by the enemy, that from the narrowness of the pas-
'sage some prisoners were made by the enemy. The enemy’s
idismounted chassears, thinking that they had thrown our rear
linto confusion, immediately advanced rapidly with great spirit,
-and crossing the river, attacked the 95th; their cavalry join-
«ing them in the onset. The 95th were immediately directed
to retreat up some hills, amongst some vineyards, which they ae-
cordingly did, with the most admirable coolness and order,. every
now and then fronting and giving a well-aimed fire. The French
cavalry, taking a moment to recover themselves, gave the charge
up the road, but were again repulsed, and' their commander,
General Cﬂlbett, slain. The 95th established its name upon this

: ﬂa}r.
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013 the night bf' this day the army marched to Hereiras, the

cavalry being sent on before to Lugo. The army did not reach
Hereiras till midnight.

On the following day, (January 4th,) the reports were received
from the eéngineers sent to examine the respective facilities of
Vigo and Corunna ; and the general, upon a compatison of them,
determined upon Corunna, and sent off an express to Rear-ads -
miral Sir S. Hmd to request that'he would send round the transs
ports to that place

The reserve moved this day for Nogales. They ‘met on thzc
road between 30 and 40 waggons, with stores from England for
the army of the Marquis Romana. These stores were now useless ;
some of the stores, and such things as could be used, were dis«
wributed to the troops as they pasaed and the remmnder weri
. destroyed.

On'the morning of the 5th Df Ja.nuaty, the reserve mnved fore
wards from Nogales for Constantino and Lugo. On this ‘day’s
march, two waggons, with dollars to the' amount of 25,000Z fell
behind. This money belonged to Sir David Baird’s division, and
had been brought by it feom Corunna. 'The waggons could not
proceed farther; every effort,” therefore, being tried in vain to
save it, the casks were at length rolled down a precipice, on the
side of the road, a fortunate treasure for some happy peasant.

The troops hid to pass down a very steep Hill' ‘on thé bridge
and town of Constantino, ~Sir John, fearinig that" they would be
much harassed by the enemy in their descent, halted the rifle corps
and horse artillery at the top, aud remained with them to cover
the rest whilst they passed. The enemy had the prudence to respect
this position. They halted likewise at the foot of the hill, and
suffered; not only the main body to pass unmolested, but even the
rifle and artillery who had so well covered them.

The enemy, however, very: soon recovered themselves, and were
soon seen pouring down the hill and directing their course
on the bridge. General Paget was. immediately ordered to the
defence of the bridge, whilst Sir John, with the 2oth, 5th, and
‘91st regiments, took @ strong position on a hill on the flank, Thg-;

I




20 ﬁUPPLEMENT TO

* Life of Sir Joln Moore.

enemy made a _lpirite_-d attack, and endeavoured to force the
bridge, but the force of the artillery drove them rapidly back.
They repeated their charge, however, and continued fighting as
long as the hight continued ; but General Paget succeeded in
keeping the bridge. At eleven o'clock at night, he was ordered
to retire to Lugo ; the reseive going under arms to protect him.

The reserve, having been extremely harassed, remained quiet

at Lugo on the 6th, The enemy appeared about noon, but both
parties seemed equally in want of breathing-time. The general
reconnoitered the ground about Lugo, and having found it sulted
to his wishes, resolved to await the enemy, and give him battle,
. On the following day, the 7113 of January, the French having
planted four pieces of artillery, cannonaded the English. The
English returned the fire, and dismounted one of their guns.  As
the enemy approached, the French made an attack on the guards,
who were posted on the right. Whilst Sir John was ﬂbiEl"Fng' this
" action, he suddenly perceived the enemy to be moving, as if se.
cretly, five pieces of cannen, and about to direct an attack to-
wards his left. He immediately rode in full speed to that part of
hm line. . The attack commenced ; and under the encouragement
of their general, the troops most gallantly repelled it, Seeing one
of his regiments giving way before a greatly superior column of
the enemy, he rode to its head, and rallied it in person,

Sir John was fully persuaded that the enemy would attack him
on the following day, and indeed considered the preceding attack
as having been made for the purpose of reconnoitering. He oc-
cupied the &?Ening, therefurﬂ, n prepﬂring fur the Expectﬂd battle
his full confidence in the *ml{mr of h:_s troops, and p;-mmsed théu_t
that the ensuing day would give them the long-desired pppuri;q,-
nity of giving battle to the enemy.

On the morning of the following day, the 8th uf January, the
army, in order of battle, offered battle to the enemy ; and such
an instantaneous effect had the hope of fighting upon tlie men,
that order, regularity, discipline, and a perfect military organiza-
tion, all re-appeared in an instant, and the army seemed again the

ar
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- same body as that assembled at Salamanca. The geueral rode

along tﬁ_e ranks, and reminded the officers and men of what their
country expected of them.

Marshal Soult, however, remained at his post, evidently declin-
ing the offered battle, as indeed it was his manifest part so to do.
Infinitely more was to be gained by attacks on a retreating army,
than on an army united in battle, Delay, moreover, brought up
hourly reinforcements. '

The same reasons compelled Sir John to continue his retreat,

when he saw that the enemy was too wary to give up his advan-
tage. The different brigades were accordingly directed to quit
the ground at 10 o’clock at night, leaﬂng fires hurmng to deceive
the enemy.
" On the 9th, the reserve marched forwards for Betanzos, a dis-
' gance of 30 miles. The march on this day was uﬁusually irre-
gular ; the guards, and artillery, and reserve, however, are stated
to have distinguished themselves by their patience and discipline,
The situation was certainly very melancholy and trying: the
enemy were close up, and in great force; the road was covered
with the hacked and maugled bodies of the stragglers ; the dead
bodies of the mules and horses, and the quantity of baggage
thrown away, were some impediment to the pursuit.

The French did not discover the retreat from Lugo till nine
o’élock in the morning of the 9th ; the army had thus some hours
in advanee, but the French came up about the evening. General
Paget, with the reserve, was ordered to take up a position, for
the protection of the stragglers, some miles from Belanzos, and
he remained in this post all night. |
* On the 10th, the army halted at Betanzus, the general cnmpas-
sionating their fatigue. '

On the 11th, the army marched from Betanzos, on its last
march for Corunna. General Moore went forward, with the main
body, in order to examine the ground in the neighbourhood. He
is stated to have addressed the cnmmandmg officer of every reg:..
ment as he pmdthem and to have intreated, them not only upon
that but upon every future occasion, to atteﬂd most strictly to

" their erder in march.
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Tha army._. upan the Ennclusmn crf ltﬂ marﬂh nf thls day, was
ttatmned as follows :—The guards and General Fraser’s brigade,
were quartered in the town ; General Hope'’s division in the sube
urbs ; and General Paget, with the reserve, at El Burgo, near
the bﬂdgﬂ of the Mero, and in the nllageﬁ on the St, Jagﬂ road,

The transports were not arrived.

On the following morning, Japuary 12th, the enemy were seen
moving in force on the opposite side of the river Mero. They took
wup a position near the river Penilﬂ, on the left flank, and ¢cecu~
pied the houses along the river.

On the following day, the 13th of January, Sir David Eam:l
marched out of Corunna with his division, to takﬂ up his position
on some high grounds.

Sir John had now fixed upon the position in which he rewlveﬂ
to receive the enemy. There were two ranges of heights in the
front of Corunna ;i the highér and more distant range, about fuu:’
iniles off, was undoubtedly the Dbest military  position, ‘had our
* force been sufficient to maintain it ; but the occupation of it by
ipferior numbers, would only. have exposed the army to have been
turned on one or the other of its flanks, It became necessary,
therefore, to abandon all thoughts of it, and to eccupy the second
and nearer range, the heights of which were much inferier, The
ﬁrmy was accordingly posted here as follows :-~General Hope,
with one: diyision, occupied the hill on the left, which coms
manded the road to Belanzos, but the height of which decreased
gradually towards the yillage of Elvina, taking a curved direc-
tion. .Sir David Baird’s division commenced at this village, and
bending to the right, the whole formed nearly a semicirele, The
rifle corps, on the right of Sir David Baird, formed a chain across
8 valley, and communicated with General Fraser's division, which
was drawn up near the road to Vigo, and about half 8 mile from
Cornnna,  The reserve, under Major-general Paget, occupied a
village on the Belanzos road, .about half a mile in. the rear of
General Hope.

Sir John Moore was n-ccupled thf: whple motnmg, fram day-
break till near noon, in making these dispositions, Hﬂv:qg Conl
pleted them, he returned to his quarters, and . writing his_ last
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_ , ‘ordered. Brigadier-general Stewait to proceed with it
immediately to Epgland. Brigadier-general Stewart was chosen,
on this occasion onaccount of his relationship to the war mi-
nister ; he had been an eye witness to all the auﬁ'eri:igs and efforts
of Sir John Moore, and therefore best suited to do him justice,

On the following day, the 14th, the enemy commenced a brisk

cannonade on the left; the British artillery retarned this fire
with great effect, and at last compelled the enemy to draw off
- In the evening the transports from Vigo hove in sight.
- On the fellowing day, January the 15th, the enemy advanced
to'a height immediately opposite to the positien of the British,
" and the 95th had a spirited skivmish with them. ColonelM‘Ken-
zie, of the 5th, perceiyed two of the enemy’s cannon pot far dis-
tant ; he rushed gallantly forward with a part of his regiment to
seizc them, but was shot whilst in full course.

. The morning of the 16th now broke. The French were rery.
m_mngly -posted on the hills, and seemed unusnally quiet, not even
a gun being fived. Sir John availed himself of this cessation to
put every thing in order for the embarkation, which he intended
to commence at four o'clock in the afternoon. This tranquillity,
and these preparations, continued undisturbed till after one
o’'clock. , The general then mounted his horse, and rode off to

yisit his out-posts. He had not proceeded far on his' road, when
he received a report from General Hope, that the enemy’s lines
were getting under arms.  He immediately spurred his horse, and
flew to the field. . He found.the picquets already engaged, and the
enemy’ pouring rapidly down the hill on the right wing of the
British. He immediately dispatched the mecessary orders to the
generals commanding at the different points. General Fraser,
whose brigade was on the rear, was commanded to move up and
take a disposition on the righit; and General Paget was ordered to
advance with the reserve to support Lord William Bentinck.

The enemy now commenced a most heavy cannonade from some
weighty guns, most advantageously placed on the heights, and
ynder cover of this fire made their approach. They advanced
from their position in four columns. The first of these columns
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advanced from a wood ; the second skirted its edge, and both were
directed towards the right wing, which was the weakest point. A
third column approached the centre; and the fourth was ad<
vancing slowly upon the left along the road from El Burgo. Be-
sides these there was a fifth corps, which remained half way down
the hill towards the left,

The battle, therefore, commenced on the British right; which
post of honour and danger was occupied by Lord William Ben-
tinck’s brigade, consisting of the 4th, 42d and the 50th. Sir
John Moore rode to the spot as soon as he saw the direction of
‘the eneiny’s movement. The guards were iu the rear of Lord
William’s brigade, and Sir John dispatched one of his staff to de<
sire General Paget to hasten up with the reserve, and take a po-
sition on the right of Lord William, so as to prevent its being
turned. :

The following account of the immediate proceedings of Sir
John in the battle 1s from the published work of Mr. James
Moore, the brother of Sir John; and a brother every way worthy
of that excellent man,

¢ The French and English were separated from each other by
stone-walls and hedges, which intersected the ground; but as they
closed, it was perceived that the French line extended beyond the
right flank of the British ; and a body of the enemy were observed
moving up the valley to turn it ; Sir John instantly gave an order,
that the half of the 4th regiment, which formed this flank, should
fall back, refusing their right, and making an obtuse angle with
the other half. This was executed, and in this position they come
menced a heavy flanking fire ; and the general, watching the ma<
peeuvre, called out to them, * That was exactly what I wanted Tt;un
be done.” He then rede up to the 50th regiment, commanded by
Majors Napier and Stanhope ; who got over an inclosure in their
front, and charged most gallantly. The general, ever an admirer
of valour, exclaimed, ¢ Well done the 50th, well done my majors.”
They drove the enemy out of the village of Elvira, with great
slaughter. In this conflict Major Napier advancing too far was
wounded in several places, and taken prigoner; and Major Stan«
hope unfortunately received a mortal wound. Sir John Moore
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proceeded to the 42d, addressing them in these words. ¢ High-
landers, remember Egypt.‘ 'They rushed on, driving the French
before them, till they were stopped by a wall. Sir John accom-
panied them in this charge, and told the soldiers that he was well
pleased with their conduct. He sent Captain Hardinge to order
up a battalion of guards to the left flank of the Highlanders; upon

which, the officer commanding the light company concurred, that
as their ammunition was nearly expended, they were to be relieved
by the guards, and began to fall back ; but Sir John discovering
the mistake, said to them, ¢ My brave 42d, join your comrades;

Aunition is coming, and you have your bayonets.” They in-
stantly obeyed, and all moved forward., Captain Hardinge now
returned to report that the guards were advaneing. While he was

repeating and pointing out the situation of the battalion, a hot fire
~was kept up, and the enemy's artillery played incessantly on the
~ spot. Sir John Moore was too conspicuous : a cgnnon ball struck

~ s left shoulder, and beat him to the ground. He raised himself
and sat up with an unaltered countenance, looking intently at the
Highlanders, who were warmly engaged. Captain Hardinge
threw himself from his horse, and took him by the hand ; then ob-
serving his anxiety, he told him the 42d were advancing; upon
which his countenance immediately brightened. His friend, Co= -
l_ﬂnef Graham, now dismounted to assist him ; and from the com-
posure of his features, entertained hopes that he was not even
wounded but observing the horrible laceration and effusion of
blood, he rode off for surgeons. The general was carried from the
field on a blanket, by a HEI"JEEII‘I: of the 42d, and some soldiers.
On the way he ordered Captain Hardinge to Teport his wnund to
General Hope, who assumed the command.”

The troops, though not unacquainted with the irreparable loss
they had sustained, were not dismayed, but by the most deter-
mined bravery, not only repelled every attempt. of the enemy to
gain ground, but actually forced him to retire, although he had
brought up fresh troops in support of those originally engaged.
The enemy finding himself foiled in every attempt to force the
right of the pesition, endeavoured by numbers to turnit. A ju-
dicious and well-timed movement, which was made by Major-ge-



78 ~ SUPPLEMENT TO
| Life of Sir John Moore.

necal Paget, with the reserve, which eorps had moved ottvof its
cantonments tosupport the right of the army, by a vigorous nthck‘;
-defeated the intention. ) |

The major-general, having pushed forward the 95th rifle ft&rps;
and first battalion of the 52d regiment, drove the enemy before
him, and in ks 'r'apic[.'a_mi judicious advance, threatened the left of
the enemy’s position.  This circumstance; with the nitian“uf
Lieutenant~general Fraser'sdivision, (calculated to giv furl:her
seeurity to the right of the line,) induced the "enemy to relas |
efforts in that quarter. 'They were, however, directed = noler
bly towards the centre, when they were again successfully resis
by the brigade under Major-general Mannivgham, forming
left of the division, and a part of that under Major-general Leigh,
forming the right of the division. ~ Upon the left the enemy at first
contented himself with an attack upon our picquets, which, hows
ever, in general, maintained. the ground. Finding, however, his
efforts unavailing on the right and centre, he seemed determined
to render the attack upon the left more serious, and succeeded in
obtaining possession of the village, through which the great yoad
to Madi'id._pﬂséea, and which was situated in front in that part of
the line. - From this post, however, he was soon expelled, with
-considerable loss, I};f a gallant attack of some companies of the od
‘battalion of the 14th regiment, under Lieutenant-colonel Nicholls.
‘Before five in the evening, he had not enly successfully repelled
every attack made upon the position, but had gained ground in
almost all points, and occupied a more forward line than at the
commencement of the action ; whilst the enemy confined its opera-
' tions to a cannonade, and the fire of his light troops, with a view to
draw off his other corps. At six the firing entirely ceased, The dif«
_ferent brigades were re-assembled on the ground they occupied in
the morning, and the picquets and advanced posts. rﬂaumed thﬂir
original stations. |

General Hope taking all the circumstances of lus situation into
“his consideration ; well knowing that his position was untenable,
and that t.hi French reinforcements were at hand, saw that no way
- of proceeding remained but to follow up the plan of Sir Jﬁhl
Moore, and to emberk with 8ll possible speed.
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Accordingly, at ten o'clock the same night (the 16th); he order
ed the troops to move off from the field by brigades, and march
- down to Corunna. Major-general Beresford was posted, in com-
mand of the rear guard, to watch the enemy, and to cover the em~
barkation, and Major-general Hill was posted on an eminence he-
hind the town to assist him, -

' These preparations having been made, the greater part of th#
army embarked during the night, and the reserve and rear guard
were embarked under the cover of the citadel on the following
day,

Thus terminated this expedition, and the life of the lamented
general, by whom it was commanded. He was interred on the
rampart of the citadel of Corunna ; and Spain, grateful for his ser-
vices, and proud of his name, has reared a monument to his me-
mory. |

" The following particulars of the death of Sir John Moore
by Captain Hardinge and Colonel Anderson, extracted frem the
published work of Mr. James Moore i— |

¢ The circamstances which took place immediately after the
fatal blow which deprived the army of its gallant commander, Sir
John Moore, are of too interesting a nature not to be made public,
for the admiration of his countrymen. But I trust that the in-
stances of fortitude andheroism, of whichIwas a witness, may also
have another efféct, that of affording some consolation to his rela-
tives and friends.

¢ With this feeling, I have great satisfaction in committing to
paper, according to your desire, the following relation.

¢ 1 had been ordered by the commander-in-chief te desirea

- battalion of the guards to advance ; which battalion was at one
time intended to have dislodged a corps of the enemy from a large
house and garden on the opposite side of the valley; and 1 was
pointing out to the general the situation of the battalion, and our
horses were touching, at the very moment that a canuon-shot from

_ the enemy’s buttery carried away his left shoulder and part of  ghe

_ collar-bone, leaving the arm hanging by the flesh.

¢ The vielence of the stroke threw him ofi his horse, on hig

K
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back., Nota ‘mscle of his facetltered, nor dld f&:ﬂgh h-etray ihe
least sensation ef pain. - 9

¢ T dismounted, and,taking his hand, he premd nine fnrmbly,
casting' his eyes very anxiously towards the 42d regiment, which
was Hotly engaged ; and his ‘countenance expressed “satisfaction
when I informed him that the regiment was advanéing:

“ Assisted by a soldier of the 421:1 he was removed u few ynrd:
behind the shelterof a wall, 2

«* Colonel Graham Balgowan and Cap’thm Wﬁudfmﬂ -about ﬂﬁi
time came up ; and, percﬂﬂng the state of Sir John’s wound, in-
stantly rode off for a surgeon. e RO AT £

¢« The blood flowed fast; butthe nttﬂﬂpt to ‘step it m*l;h my
gash was useless, from the size of the wound. : .

« Sir John assented to being removed in a blanket to the rear,
In raising him for that purpose, his sword, hanging on the wound-

‘ed side, touched his arm, and became entangled between his legs.

I perceived the inconvenieince, and was in the act of ﬁnhueklﬁa%
it from his waist, when hé said, in his usual tone and manner, and
in a very distinct voice, ¢ It is as well as it is. I had" ‘rntlgr it

‘should go out of the field with me.’

.« Here I feel that it would be i improper for my pen to wntu\-q

‘to express the admiration withwhich I am penetrated in thus faith-

fully recording this instance of the invincible fortitude, and Imh—-

-tary delicacy, of this great man.

¢« He was borne by six soldiers of the 42d and g‘u&r&s, my mh
supporting him in an easy posture.

¢ Observing the resolution and composure of his features, I
caught at the hope that I might be mistaken in my fears of the

‘wound being mortal ; and remarked, that 1 trusted when the wur-

geons dressed the wound, that he would be spared'to us, and re-
cover, He then turned highead round, and, looking stedfastly nt
the wound for a few seconds, said, Na, Hardinge, I feel that to

‘besimpossible.”

¢ T.wished to accompany him to the rear, when he said, ¢ You
need not go with me. Repurt to ‘General Hope that I am wound-

- edy and carried to the rear.
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. % A serjeant of the 42d, and two spare files, in case of accident,
were ordered to conduct their brave general to Corunna; and I
hastened to report to General Hope, ,
¢ I have honour to be, &ec. &ec. -
- ' < H. HARDINGE."”

« Tht trdings. nf this disaster were brought to Sir David Baird
when the surgeons were dressing his shattered arm.  He instantly
commanded them to desist, and ran to attend on Sir John Moore.
When they arrived, and offered their assistance, he said to them,
¢ You ean be uf no 5-=_1_'vit:e to me, go to th,e soldiers, to whom yvqu._
may be useful.” : .

‘“ As the Bﬂ];dlEI‘E were carr:.rmg him slowly along, he made them
turn him ruund frequeutly to view the: field of battle, aud tg
listen to the ﬁrmg, and, was, well pleased when the sound grew
fainter.

. ¢ A spring waggon bearing Colonel W "yuch wounded fmm ﬂ]ﬂ
battle came up. The colonel asked, ¢ Who was in the blanket

gld being told it was Sir J. Moore, he wished him to be placedinthe
waggon. The general asked one of the Highlanders, whether he
thuﬁht the waggon or the blanket best; who ansyered, the blanket
would not shake him so much, as he and the other soldiers would
keep the step, - and. carry hfm easy. Sir John said ¢ I think seo ‘
too,” Se ﬂlﬂj prpceeded with him to his lodgings in Corunna, thi.
soldiers aheddmg tears as they Wwent.

“ In camying hlm through the passage of the huuae he saw his
falthful servant Frangois, who was stunned at the spectacle, Sir
John said to him, smiling, ¢ My friend, this is nothing.”

¢ Colonel Anderson, for one-and-twenty years the friend and
companion in arms of Sir John Moore, wrote, the morning follow-
ing, this account, while the circumstances were fresh n his
memory : &

¢ I met the general,"in the evemng of the 16th, bringing in a
blanket and sashes. Ile knew me immediately, though it was
almost dark, Equeezeﬁi me . by the hand, and said, ¢ Anderson,

' don’t leave me.’

«« He spoke to the surgeons ou their examining his wound, but
was in such pain he could say httle.
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¢« After some time, he seemed very anxious to speak to me, and
and at intervals got eut as follows: ¢ Andersun, you know that T
have always wished to die this way.’ He then asked, ¢ Avethe
French beaten » which he repeated toevery one he knew, as they
came in. I hope the people of Euglnnd will be satisfied I—I
hope my country will do me justice I'—¢ Anderson,—jyou will see
my friends as soon as you can,—Tell them—every thing. —Say to
my mothere—.—¥ere his voice quite failed, and he was exces-
sively agitated,—¢ Hope—FHope—1 have much to say to him,—but
~—cannot get it out—Are Colonel Graham—and all my aides-du-
damp well 2’ (a private sign was made by Colonel Anderson not
to inform him that Captain Burrard®, oue of his aides-du-camp,
was wounded in the action),~*¢ I have made my will, and have re-
membered my servants.—Colborne has my will,—~and all my
papers.’

¢ Major Colborne then came into the room. He spoke most
kindly to him, and then said to me, ¢ Anderson, remember you
&0 to——, and tell him it is my request, and that T expect he
will give Major Colberne a lieutenant-coloneley.—He has been
long with me,—~and I know him most worthy of it.” Heghen
asked Major Colborne, ©if the French were beaten ?’ And, on
being told they were on every point, he said, ¢ It's a great satis-
faction for me to'know we have beaten the French.—Is Paget in -
the room ? On my telling, no; he .said, * Remember me ‘te
hitmi—It's General Paget I meag—he is a fine fellow.—I feel
myself so strong—I fear I shall be long dying.—It s great uneasi-
ness—It is great pain.—Every thing Frangois says—is- right,—I
have the greatest confidence in him.’

« Fle thanked the surgeons for their trouble, Captains Perey
and Stanhope, two of his aides-du-camp, then camé into the room,
He spoke kindly to both, and asked Perey‘h “1fall his aldes-du..

camp were well 2

=

T ——T,

# Son of "Sir Harrjr Burrard, a promising young officer, who died twe
days afterwards of his wound,

4+ The Honourdhle Captain Percy, son of Lord Peverley. -

¥

-



THE ROYAL MILITARY CHRONICLE, %

Life of Sir John Moore.
e = - mmﬁ“‘—m
¢ After some interval he aaid, Stnnhupe*—-remembtrme to

your sister.” He pressed my hand close to his bedy, and in a few
minutes died without a struggle.
“ This was every syllable he uttered, asfar as I can recollect,
except asking occasionally to be ,Plﬂced i1 an easier posture,
““ P, ANDERsoN, Lieut.-colonel,”

‘¢ GENERAL ORDERS.

*“ The benefits derived to an army from the example of a dis-
tinguished commander do not terminate at his death ; his virtues
live in the recollection of his associates, and his fame rﬂmams the
strongest incentive to great and glorious actions,

“ In this view, the commander-in-chief, amidst the deep afi¥’
universal regret which the death of Lieutenant-general Sir John
Moore has occasioned, recalls to the troops the military carfr of
that iHlustrious officer for their instruction and imitation.

“ Sir John Moore, from his youth, embraced the profession

with the feelings and sentiments of a soldier; he felt, that'a per-
fect knowledge, and an exact performance of the humble, but
important duties of a subaltern officer, are the best foundations for
subsequent military fame ; and his ardent mind, while it looked
forward to those brilliant achievements for which it was formed,
applied itself with energy and exemplary assid mty to the duties of
that station.
- *“ In the school of regimental duty, he obtained that correct
knnwledge of his profession so essential to the proper direction of
“the gallant spirit of the soldier ; and he was enabled to establish a
characteristic order and regularity of conduct, because the troops
found in their leader a Etﬂkmg example of the discipline which he
enforced on others,

¢ Having risen to command, he signalized his name in the
West Indies, in Holland, and in Egyptt. Thae unremitting ate

e ——
* The Honourable Captain Stankope, third som to Earl Sianhope, and
nephew to the late Mr. Pitt. . |
+ In enumerating ,the scenes where Sir John Moore conspicuously die-
singuished himself, Corsica aud Ireland have been forgotten.
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tention, with which' he, devoted ‘himself to the. duties of every
branch of his profession obtained him the confidence of* Sir Ralph,
Abercrombie ; and he became the companion in arms of that illus~
trious officer, who fell. at the head of his "vl;:tnriuus_ troops, in.an
action  which maintained our national superim'ity over the arms of
France. e |
¢ Thus Sir John Moore at an e&rher period obtained, with the
general approbation, that conspicuous station i which he glo-
riously terminated his useful and honourable hife.
¢ In a military character, obtained amidst the dangers of cli-
mate, the prwatmns incident to service,- and the sufferings ef re-
, peated wounds, it is difficult to select any one point as a preferable
subject for praise: it exhibits, however, oue, feature so particu-
larly characteristic of the man, and so 1mpnrtant_ to the best in-
terests. of the service, that the commanden-in-chief is pleased te
mark it with his peculiar approbation, . i3
¢ The life of Sir.John Moore was spent amuug‘ the tmps. |
¢ During the season of repose, his time was devoted to the
¢are and instruction of the officer and sul;imr 3, in war, he courted
service in every quartﬂr of the globe. Rﬂgardlesa of personal con-
siderations, he esteemed that to which his country called him the
post of honour; and by his undaunted spirit, and unconquerable
perseverance, he pointed the way to victory. 1
¢« His cnuntr}f, the object of his latest s{:hmtude, wﬂl rear it
monument to his lamented memory ;. and the commander-ine
chief feels he is paying the best tribute to his fame, by thus hold»
ing him forth as an example to the army.
¢ By order. of his royal highness the cnmmander—m—clnef
‘« Harry CALVERT, Adj.-gen,.
i Hﬂrse Guurd.s I‘ eb. 1, Iﬁng %

i .l_

B

. In Corsica he stormed. the Convention Fort, and the outworks of Calvi,
'l:hich- was followed by the conquest of the island. - ey

" In Ireland he gained the battle of Wexford, whu:‘h was the prﬂlnde tu
the aupprﬂsmn nf the rebellion.

-



f _Tﬁe fﬁllﬁwiqg letter arrived too h;.te to be insem;d in its pm
PErPlaee. .0 i - '

«. Biry=Observing in yourlast number of ‘the Military Chronicle,
that y&u mtend giving on, the 1st of April, a supplementary
number, containing the life and campaigns of Sir John Moore ; I

* do myself the pleasure of annexing a general order, which was is-
sued at St. Lucia; and at the same time to inform you, that I was
an eye-witness of the gallant conduct of the subject of your me-

- moir, being a member of that brave corps, (the Inniskillen in-

Sfantry,) who acted with him on that day. 'The insertion of the
general order in the life of Sir John Moore would not only be
doing justice to him, and the corps who acted with *him, but
would also correct (I suppose) a typographical error in your last
wumber; in the biography of Sir Eyre Coote, at page 329, lines
22 and 23, f6r Martinique, it should have been St. Lucia,

s AN OLp INNISKILLENER,

Abstract of general orders issued by Lieﬁtenant-general Ralph

Abercrombie, commanding the fo.ces in the island of St. Lucia,
20th of May, 1706,

PAROLE, INNISKILLEN, o
Countersign,—Gillnans

The 27th relgimﬂnt, under the command ef Brigadier-general
Moore, will this day at 12 o’clock, take possession of Fort Char-
lotte (Morne Fortunee), the present garrison, having first marched
out, and laid down their arins, (on the glacis,) to that regiment,

- Brigadier~general Moore will then plant the colours of the 27th
regiment on that fort.

‘The commander-in-chief is.proud to say, that the services which
have been performed by Brigadier-general Moore have been cona
spicuous, that it is unnecessary for himto detail them. His conduct
4in particudar, on the 25st of Mﬂj:’, could not but attract the ate

" tention of  the whole army ; and the behaviour of the Inniskillen
regiment.of infantey, -who: acted «en that day with him, were £0

L
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worthy of praise, that it deserves the commander-in-chief’s highest:
approbation, To Lieutenant-colonels Gillman and Drummond,
Major Malcolm, the officers and men of that regimeut, he returns
his best thanks; and he regrets, severely, the loss of Major
Wilson, of the Inniskillen infantry, who fell exerting himself i
-the service of his country. 3 '

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

Printed by end for J. Davis, 38, Essex street, Strand, London.
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